
April 2011 Issue 4  

M
o
u
n
ta
in
 M
o
v
e
r 

Scattered Thoughts 2 

Inside the Church 3 

Holy Week Worship 4 

Upcoming Events 5 

Prayer Corner 6 

Day School News 7 

Meet Jennifer 8 

Worship Leaders 9 

Inside this issue: 

Sunday  

Worship Schedule 

 8:30 am The Gathering 

9:45 am Sunday Study             

(all ages) 

11:00 am Traditional 

New look…. 

 We've updated the look of the Mountain Mover AND we have made it 

available on our website.  You can now find the monthly newsletter 

AND the monthly calendar at www.faithchurchfamily.org 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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Leadership and Our Church Staff  

 

Two of the great leadership texts in the Bible are Jethro’s advice to Moses about appointing judges 

(Genesis 18) and the decision by the early disciples to assign responsibility for organizing the daily distri-

bution of food (Acts 6:1-6).  In each of these stories, the overall effectiveness of the mission of God’s peo-

ple was enhanced by setting aside certain people (staff) to perform key tasks. 

 

In modern language, the work of administration (ad-ministry) was delegated to specially selected staff 

people in order to free others (everybody else) to be about the real work, the ministry of the community. 

 

We sometimes get that backwards.  We sometimes think that it is the paid staff of a congregation (the 

pastor, youth director, etc.) who do “ministry” while the lay governance and volunteer structures take 

care of ad-ministry.  That is upside down thinking. 

 

Biblically, the function of a pastor is to “equip the saints for the work of ministry.” (Ephesians 4:12)  If a 

pastor is doing all the ministry of a congregation (which in reality is impossible and never happens), that 

pastor isn’t doing their job. 

 

Certainly the paid staff of a congregation does ministry – but the real blessing and benefit of a paid staff 

lies in their work doing ad-ministry.  A well functioning paid staff does the planning, the organizing, the 

leg work, the “stuff”, that frees up lay people to do the real work of ministry.  The staff provides leader-

ship so that lay members have the free time to serve others, meet in small groups, talk, share, learn, visit, 

pray, etc. 

 

I am thrilled that Jennifer Finley will be joining us to provide leadership in family faith formation as Direc-

tor of Youth and Family Ministries.  I look forward to seeing the working partnerships that develop among 

our youth, their parents, other caring adults, and Jennifer’s leadership, guidance and expertise. 

 

Although there is an awful lot to learn, Kim Bright has been working hard as our office person, learning 

something new every day.  She is still a “temp” with us but is open to a long term position as our recep-

tionist and office worker. 

 

The next staff position we will seek to fill is a full-time office manager.  This role will include overseeing all 

things financial as well as managing the various pieces of the congregation’s systems and operations.  

This is a very important position so we are going very slowly.  Until I feel l ike I have a firm grasp of how 

things work at Faith, I’m not ready to interview people.  We do not want to make a bad decision on this 

staff role.  It is too important and we want to find someone who has all the skills and will find joy working 

at Faith for years to come. 

 

The next staff addition on my “dream list” is a full-time Director of Music and Worship.  This person will 

be a musician and a leader who can take some of the leadership burden off the shoulders of Alan Balius.  

They will help me in planning worship, oversee all of our volunteers, provide leadership in music and the 

arts for young people and, very importantly, they will oversee everything to do with sound, computers, 

our use of projection, the website, etc. 

 

The kind of future integration of our worship and learning life—adding additional worship opportunities, 

utilizing the capacities that the internet gives us—requires someone in addition to me who doesn’t have 

to juggle responsibilities with another full-time job. 

 

I look forward to the day when we have the kind of staff team that can best serve the congregation as it is 

and as we want to see it becoming.  In the meantime, please know that it is your generous financial sup-

port, and your willingness to volunteer according to your gifts and passions, that will get us there. 

Save 

The  

Dates! 
 

Faith  

Formation 

Summit 
Sunday, April 10 

12:30—3:30 

 

Everyone invested 

in helping form 

faith in children 

and families is 

invited to gather 

for a time for 

learning and 

dreaming about 

the future of  

Christian learning 

at Faith. 

 

A Time for 

Prayer and  

Listening 
Saturday, May 7 

9:00—3:30 

 

What is God calling 

us to be doing here 

at Faith for the 

good of the world? 

 

We've listened to 

one another  

during the  

Conversations with 

the Pastor—this 

event will create 

space to listen to 

God and the Bible. 



"The goal of our stewardship 

ministry is to help God's people 

grow in their relationship with 

Jesus through the use of the 

time, talents and finances God 

has entrusted to them."   

            Charles R. Lane 

 

The Stewardship Board is  

formulating plans to guide the 

members of Faith to understand 

the process of spiritual giving.  

As members of Faith, we must 

be focused on mission, and to 

attain that, we must understand 

the Biblical purposes of giving.   

 

In churches that talk openly 

about money, members are 

strengthened in their faith. 

 

We have much to celebrate this 

month with the renovation of 

the Fellowship Hall and the 

dedicated space for the Day 

School after many months.  We 

achieved this thanks to the 

many members who gave abun-

dantly to the capital campaign 

fund.  This proves that we want 

to be a thriving church, not an 

average church.   

 

However, we are behind in our 

weekly giving to the church.  

This is the money we pledged to 

the ongoing ministries of the 

church.  Our challenge to the 

members of Faith is to become 

regular, proportional givers to 

the ministries of the church out 

of the abundance of blessings 

which God has given to us.  As 

we grow in our giving, we will 

grow in our relationship to  

Jesus. 

 

Look to this section of the 

Mountain Mover each month 

for a recap of our giving.  This 

will replace the weekly statistics 

that have been published in 

the This Week at Faith in the 

church bulletin.   

 

Let us encourage one another 

in faith and in faithful giving 

not only of our treasures, but 

of our time and talents as well, 

for we know that “where our 

treasure is, there will our 

hearts be as well.” 

 

General Fund 

(As of 3/20/11) 

YTD Budget: $181,272.00 

YTD Giving: $136,945.00 

YTD Shortfall: -$44,327.00 

 

Capital Campaign 

Responders—142 

Total 3-Year Commitment                   

$1,107,874.00 

Total received thru 3/13/2011              

$546,687.18 

If you have ever had questions 

about this book, now is the 

time to come and study with 

us. Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet, April 7, 2011 at 10:00 

a.m., in the Conference Room.  

 

Pastor Nelson will continue 

with the study of Revelation. 

We will explore this letter 

slowly in order for everyone to 

come to a deeper understand-

ing and feel more comfortable 

with this text.  

Everyone is welcome! Bring a 

lunch and stay for the wonder-

ful desserts and fellowship.  

For any questions or further 

information, please contact 

Patti Hickerson at: 713-668-

3628 

WELCA  - Women's Connection 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

interests who come together 

once a month to perform a 

church service project.   

 

Afterwards they go to lunch 

together in the Bellaire area. 

They always welcome new 

members!  

 

It’s a fun and rewarding way to 

serve the church, get to know 

other women in the church 

and try out some great  

restaurants! 

Women’s Connection next 

monthly meeting will be  

Tuesday, April 11, 2011 at 

9:30AM at the church.  

 

Women’s Connection is a 

group of about a dozen 

women from the church,  

ranging in age, talent and  

Stewardship Corner 

By Doug Elsen, Chair of the Board of Stewardship and Finance 
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Easter lilies will be placed on the Altar Easter Sunday (4/24).  The cost is $8.00 each.  

Checks should be made payable to:  “Faith Lutheran Church” with Easter lilies in the memo line.  Sign-up 

sheets can be found in the flower book. Deadline to order is:  Friday  4/15 
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Lent and Holy Week 
 

April 6   "Prayer Catches Up"   11:45 am & 7:00 pm 

April 13   "Prayer Lifts Up"    11:45 am & 7:00 pm 

 

We gather in the sanctuary at 11:45 and in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00  

for our final two Lenten Wednesday worship services. 

 

April 17    Palm/Passion Sunday  8:30 am & 11:00 am 

 

We will observe the tradition of gathering outside for the blessing of the palms 

and then processing in to the sanctuary for worship. 

 

April 21    Maundy Thursday  11:45 am & 7:00 pm 

 

As on Ash Wednesday, we will move to the altar twice during Maundy Thursday worship. 

First for the assurance of individual absolution and then for Holy Communion 

as we gather around the altar, remembering the institution of this holy meal.. 

 

April 22    Good Friday  12:00 pm—3:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

In addition to our 7:00 pm evening service at Faith, as in years past, we will join Pastor Nelson, 

the members of Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

and other ecumenical partners for a Tre Ore (3 hour) observance of the crucifixion of Jesus. 

You are free to join all or part of the worship experience.   

Salem is located at 4930 West Bellfort Ave., just off the 610 loop south of Faith. 

 

April 24    Easter Sunday   8:30 am & 11:00 am 

 

We join the Church of all times and places in celebrating the joy, mystery and 

power of the resurrection of Jesus. 

The High School Youth will be sponsoring an Easter breakfast from 9:30—10:30am,  

in the Faith Center. Please come, bring your family, friends and other visitors to support our kids 

and enjoy some wonderful Easter Sunday morning fellowship. 

Helping the Suffering in Japan 
 

On March 11, one of the largest earthquakes on record devastated Japan causing untold loss of 

human lives and suffering.  Working with our partners of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(JELC), ELCA Disaster Response is currently providing direct aid.  We have 22 missionaries working 

in Japan.  All are safe.  If you would like to give a gift to help us respond to this tragedy, you may 

give directly to ELCA Disaster Response by sending a check payable to "ELCA Disaster Response" 

with "Pacific earthquake" in the memo.  Send it to ELCA Disaster Response, 39330 Treasury  

Center, Chicago, IL 60694.  Or just give a gift at church payable to Faith with the same note in the 

memo.  We will continue to remember those who are suffering in the coming months. 



April 7-9 will be your last chance to make it into the new congregational directory that we are cur-

rently creating.  You can sign up between now and then during worship or you can go online and click:  

https://signup.olanmills.com/.aspxchcontract=60335 

 

Questions?...call Karen Ellison @ 713-667-1860 

 

Every person or family participating will receive a free 8x10 portrait and a printed pictorial directory.   

 

This year we are also inviting the families of our Day School and Mother’s Day Out children to partici-

pate.   

Conversations with the Pastor 

Contact Mardi Mayerhoff at 713-203-1875 or by email mgmayerhoff@juno.com to reserve your time. 

Last Chance to Get In The New Congregational Directory 

When You Pray, Move Your 

Feet… 

“When you pray, move your 

feet” is an African Proverb.   

Think about it.  Many people 

who are ill or injured pray for 

healing.  This often includes 

blood or blood components.  

What is their answer to their 

prayer? -  Someone who moves 

their feet and holds out their 

arm and donates blood.   

 

The next opportunity to donate 

blood is Sunday, April 3
rd

, in the 

Community Room 8:30am—

1:00pm.  

 

You may schedule an appoint-

ment online by visiting 

www.giveblood.org and login to 

Digital Donor and enter sponsor 

Blood Drive and NAMI Walks 
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Date Day Time 

Baby 

Sitter Food Location 

3/27/2011 Sunday 12:15 Yes Lunch Conference Rm 

3/28/2011 Monday 7:00 Yes Dessert Conference Rm 

3/30/2011 Wednesday 8:00 No Lenten Cookies Conference Rm 

4/3/2011 Sunday 9:45 

Kids in 

Sunday 

School Coffee Fellowship Hall 

4/6/2011 Wednesday 1:00 No Lenten Lunch Conference Rm 

code 1037 or contact Linda Lamb 

at 713-667-6242 

 

The Sunday before Ash Wednes-

day, every family should have 

received a 40 day calendar. As we 

move through Lent, this calendar 

provides a number of ways that 

God’s math multiplies.  Along 

with the many examples of 

prayer and action suggested on 

the calendar, giving blood is one 

action that helps 3 or more peo-

ple – answering their prayer and 

the  prayers of those who love 

and care for them. 

  

Another upcoming event being 

sponsored by Social Ministries is 

NAMI Walks, scheduled for May 

14
th

, 2011 at Sam Houston Park.    

 

If you would like to make a dona-

tion to a walker or be on the 

Faith Candle Lighters walk team 

and collect contributions, the 

money will be used to fund edu-

cation classes which are offered 

at no cost to participants and to 

fight the stigma many patients 

with mental illness often face.   

 

Moving your feet is also a way to 

say our brother or sister with 

mental illness will not walk alone. 

CCSC also continues to need not 

only food and clothing donations, 

but also volunteers to help dis-

tribute them.    

 

The Board of Social Ministries is 

working hard to organize a num-

ber of ways to serve our 

neighbors! 



John 5:39—”You search the Scriptures because 

you think that in them you have eternal life; and it 

is they that bear witness about Me.” 

 

Why spend time reading the Scriptures? We study 

the Scriptures not to become better Bible trivia 

players or to accumulate principles for a godly life. 

We listen to the Scriptures to hear the voice of 

our Good Shepherd, whose words give us what 

they promise. Life in His Name. The Holy Scrip-

tures are a lamp to our feet and a light to our path 

because they bear witness to Jesus, who is the 

light of the world. 

 

Luther commented that the Bible is the manger 

that bears Christ. Take Christ out of the Scriptures, 

and you are left with stubble and straw. Without 

the Scriptures we have no savior and are left in 

the blindness of our unbelief. Christ and the Scrip-

tures can never be separated or played off one 

against the other. The only Savior we have comes 

wrapped up in the words of the prophets and the 

apostles. At the heart and center of both Old and 

New Testaments is Jesus Christ crucified for your 

sins and raised for your justification. That is why a 

wise Christian once observed that every letter of 

the Bible is written in the blood of Christ. That’s 

why we read and meditate on the Scriptures 

 

Pray: Blessed Lord, open our minds to the knowl-

edge of Your grace and truth, that we might de-

light in Your Holy Word! Amen  

A great place to volunteer! 
 

∗ Be the volunteer on call for 5 – 6 weeks a year 

∗ Meet guests when they check-in 

∗ Return calls daily during your week of duty  

∗ Explain our program and add names to waiting 

list 

∗ Stop by to check on guests during the week 

∗ Training and mentoring provided 

 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE AS WELL! 

 

For more information call Steph at 713-271-6698 or 

email:  

stevie8815@netscape.com. 

Prayer Corner 

Jesus and the Scriptures 
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04/03/11 Sherrill Brekke 

04/10/11 Steph Pribilske 

04/17/11 Roxy Funchess 

04/24/11 Gene Ellison 

Volunteers for the Month of  April 



     During March, the Day School children learned about Ireland.    We ate our tradi-

tional St. Patrick’s Day morning snack of “Green Eggs and Ham”. Then at lunch, Miss Barbara’s class 

delighted us with song and dance from the Emerald Isle.  After the presentation, we enjoyed Irish stew, 

(with veggies), soda crackers, and lime sherbet for dessert.   

We also had a visit from some pesky wee leprechauns who made quite a mess in our classrooms.   

 

 Our Community Open House last month went great.  It was well attended and we picked up 

several students for the fall.  We appreciate Pastor Kerry’s being on hand to greet and visit with pro-

spective families.  The teachers, once again, did a magnificent job getting the rooms presentable for 

this important marketing event!  We love our new building!! 

 

 The children will continue singing at the Lenten Services through the Maundy Thursday ser-

vice.  They are really enjoying sharing their music ministry with you as they share their love for our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Our units of study this month will include Spring Planting, Farm Animals, Easter and the South 

Pacific.  Literary focus will be classic stories.   

 

Registration for both summer and fall is going well.  We do have some spots left for both, so if 

you know anyone who is looking for a loving, solid, all-inclusive learning foundation for their three year 

old through Kindergarten aged child; have them contact the Day School office at 713-664-3233. 

 

 A good name is more desirable than great riches;  

       to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.  

Proverbs 22:1 

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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    Do you like to sew? Do you like pretty and vibrant material? Would you like to lift the spirits of a lonely child or a 

battered women? If you answered yes to any of the above, I may have a program that will let you do any or all of the 

above. 

 

 I am Barbara Ray, and one of my quilting magazines, AMERICAN PATCHWORK AND QUILTING, is sponsoring a pro-

gram called "1 Million Pillowcase Challenge". Their slogan is "Make a Pillowcase and Make a Difference". The com-

pleted pillowcases will be distributed to local charities in our area. These charities include, children’s hospitals, foster 

homes, homeless shelters, and battered women shelters. We can choose and distribute them as we complete the 

cases. I will be willing to gather and distribute them according to your wishes. I will report the number of cases made 

and the charity they went to. Patterns and instructions for the pillowcases are located at: 

http://www.allpeoplequilt.com/millionpillowcases/index.html 

 

The fabric and print is your choice. Here's an opportunity to let your creative spirit flow. If you have any questions, I 

can be contacted at 713-781-0132. 

 

Thank You and Happy Sewing, 

Barbara Ray 

1 Million Pillowcase Challenge 



Hello Faith Lutheran Church! 

 

I am very excited about the new adventure that awaits me beginning Monday, April 4th.  I look forward to 

meeting each of you and serving alongside you as we work together to be the Hands and Feet of Jesus in 

the world. 

 

A little bit about me...I have served in professional youth and family ministry for the last 14+ years - most 

recently at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in The Woodlands.  Prior to that I was Co-Executive Director of a 

Bible Camp, Badlands Ministries, in Medora, North Dakota.  And I started as a youth minister in Kingwood 

at Holy Comforter Lutheran Church in 1996.  I can't imagine doing anything else but this work.  It is my pas-

sion and my Calling. 

 

I am still a newly-wed and newly-mom.  My husband, Chris, had primary custody of his two kids - Benjamin 

(8 years old) and Lauren (6 years old) when I married him last April.  And now I am a full-time mom.  This 

has been quite an adjustment for me - but what a great packaged deal!  And I can say that I now have a 

much more realistic picture of what everyday life is like for families. 

 

What else about me?  I am a dog person.  I run when I have 

time (6 1/2 marathons in 3 years).  I belong to a book club.  I 

love the movies.  My friends and family are very important 

to me.  I love Mexican food.  I love to ski.  And when I care 

about something/someone I ask a lot of questions. 

 

Blessings on your head, 

Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Welcome Aboard Our NEW Director of Youth & Family Ministries! 
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New Arrivals 

It’s A Girl!!!! 

Congratulations to: 

 Kristen and Karl Krueger 

 on the birth of their baby girl, 

Cora Margaret. 

Cora was an early surprise for the 

couple being born premature at 26 

weeks.  

The small bundle of joy weighed in at 

only 2lbs.10oz., but is said to being 

doing great.  

So congrats again Mom and Dad! 

Website News 

 

Check out our new Google Calendar 

online on Faith Lutheran’s website. 

It’s easier to read and can be  

customized to fit your view.  

 

Also, this Mountain Mover is going 

global! You can now access our the 

Mountain Mover newsletter online.  

Check them both out at 

www.faithchurchfamily.org. 

 

A Special Thanks 

 

I would like to thank all of you for your 

thoughts and prayers on the death of my 

sister, Patty Hahn. 

Your comfort and encouragement are 

much appreciated. 

Thank you so much. 

 

Diana Rettig 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—April 2011 

8:30 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 5th Sunday 

Acolytes 2 Michael Farmer 

Daniel Farmer 

Nate  Michaud 

 

Connor Murphy 

 

Mia Copeland  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Kelley Keller 

Dewayne Hahn 

Dottie Wichmann 

Lorah Gough 

Wendy Farmer  

David Farmer 

Nancy Caraway 

Kyle Zimmerman 

 

Asst Minister 1 Arthur Murphy     

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel & 

Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael & 

Daniel Farner 

Laura, Stephen,  

Nathaniel & Zachary 

Michaud 

Nancy, Kristen & Kathy 

Caraway 

 

Greeters 2 

 

     

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Susan Tallman 

Doris Williams 

Patti Hickerson 

Doris Williams 

Joann Welton 

Melanie Palmer 

Joann Welton 

Melanie Palmer 

 

11:00 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 5th Sunday 

Acolyte Mia Copeland Mia Copeland Justin Hollenberg Thomas Menke  

Crucifer Elizabeth Menke Johnathan Miertschin Andrew Hollenberg   

Lector Doug Elsen Linda Lamb Sara Karow Jan Zunker  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Doug Elsen 

Karen Elsen 

Doug Elsen 

Karen Elsen 

Julie Strickland 

Taylor Otte 

Doug Elsen 

Karen Elsen 

 

Asst Minister Sharon Richter Tiffany Menke Shawn Hannan Myra Condit  

Ushers 4 Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

 

Greeters 2 Karen Ellison 

Gene Ellison 

Kaen Ellison 

Gene Ellison 

   

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Patti Hickerson 

Doris Williams 

Patti Hickerson 

Doris Williams 

Joann Welton 

Melanie Palmer 

Joann Welton 

Melanie Palmer 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 



Spring is here, summer is coming.  Are you worried about how you will look in your  

summer wardrobe? Have you been wondering how to improve your health - gain energy 

and strength, lose weight, eat more nutritiously?  Maybe you want to meet people who are 

interested in learning how to have a balanced life with Christ in the center.  If any of these 

items interest you, come to the orientation meeting of the First Place 4 Health group on 

Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 PM in the Faith Center room C3. 

 

Contact Mardi Mayerhoff 713-203-1875 if you need more information. 
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Friday, April 15, 2011 

1:30 pm Shot Gun Start 

Longwood Golf Club, Cypress 

Cost—$110 per player 

Register on line at www.lutherhill.org or for more information call 1-888-266-4613 or con-

tact the Lutherhill via email at office@lutherhill.org.  Carl Watson is working to put to-

gether some foursomes from Faith.  Write to Carl at icwatson@comcast.net 

10th Annual Lutherhill Ministries Golf Tournament 

Faith to Host International Adoption Training Sessions 
 

Many people are not aware that Lutheran Social Services is the largest provider of non-

profit social services in the country—and that international adoptions are among the things 

that LSSS does best.  Every family that is considering an international adoption must  

complete a 10 hour training session as part of their process.   

 

Faith is now in conversation to be the host congregation for these quarterly training  

sessions.  Given the number of international adoptions, even within our own congregation, 

and our heart for children and families, this seems a perfect fit.  We will provide more  

information as we move forward with this new relationship. 

Interested in Helping Others as You Have Been Helped? 
 

GriefShare and DivorceCare (and DivoreCare4Kids) are video-based, small group processes 

that help people find hope in the midst of the devastating losses of life.  Every day some-

one loses a friend or loved one.  Far too often, marriages end painfully.  We would like to 

bring these programs to Faith for the good of the community around us. 

 

We begin with a desire to be helpful.  While the resources each of these programs offer are 

excellent, both hinge on the right small group leaders who are willing to invest the time in 

training and leading a group through the 12-14 week program.  The right leaders will be 

people who have experienced these losses, have grown through their recovery, and are 

passionate about helping others.  You need to feel comfortable in front of others, able to 

guide conversations, maintain confidences, and offer two group sessions a year.  If you are 

interested in either program, contact Pastor Nelson at revkerry@gmail.com.   



Elizabeth grew up in an ELCA 

Lutheran Church in San Anto-

nio, TX.  She was always in-

volved in the church through 

various ministries, including 

camp.  Elizabeth’s faith began 

to grow and become more 

apparent in the 7th grade.  She 

began to keep a prayer journal; 

however, even though her 

faith was growing Elizabeth 

was aware that her faith was 

personal in nature.  “I have 

never been too comfortable 

with talking about it, shyness I 

suppose.”  She would find 

more strength to speak out 

about her faith in high school 

where she would teach the 

senior high youth of her con-

gregation.  This even lead to a 

small Bible study group at her 

school, “but I never felt like I 

was pushing or expanding my 

faith.” 

Elizabeth is now a sophomore 

at Texas A&M Univer-

sity.  When she first came to 

A&M, her older brother intro-

duced her to Aggie Lutherans 

where she created some im-

mediate bonds with some of 

the members.  She enjoyed the 

fellowship, but felt that she 

was still holding something 

back in her faith journey.  This 

past year, Elizabeth’s faith has 

been stretched and pushed 

and has grown incredibly, 

mainly because of the new 

Campus Pastor. 

As a graduate of A&M in 2003, 

Pastor Mindy Roll has been 

called back to her roots for her 

first call.  God is using her gifts 

in the newly-formed Brazos 

Valley Campus Ministry, which 

serves not only Texas A&M, 

but Blinn in Brenham and Blinn 

in Bryan.  “Knowing what it’s 

like to be a student at A&M, 

which is a pretty unique place, 

the fit was perfect. It’s been a 

challenging, but overwhelm-

ingly FUN call, as I get to do 

ministry with young adults 

who are at a critical place in 

their faith formation.” 

Through their new bond, Pas-

tor Mindy and Elizabeth are 

able to navigate those fun, but 

trying times of the college life 

and faith in between.  Eliza-

beth’s faith has forever been 

changed.  “It had always been 

easy for me to see where good 

was in the world.”  But through 

her new found relationship 

and faith formation. Elizabeth 

says, “My faith is focused on 

taking the good in places that 

need it so badly; stretching 

God’s boundless love to every-

body, being a disciple of Je-

sus.” 

God has been very active in 

Elizabeth’s life, but through 

her new found relationships 

with Aggie Lutherans and their 

new Campus Pastor Mindy 

Roll, God is changing her life 

forever.  Once she was afraid 

to step out and speak about 

her faith, now she is actively 

involved in not only telling the 

story of Jesus and His salva-

tion, but showing it through 

her actions. 

The ministries of Aggie Luther-

ans and the Brazos Valley Cam-

pus Ministry are funded 

through your mission support 

dollars.  Congregations like 

ours have made this possi-

ble.  You have worked with 

God to find, fund and faithfully 

deliver a Pastor to our college 

age Lutherans, and God is 

changing their lives.  If you 

would like to find out more 

about the Brazos Valley Cam-

pus Ministry or giving opportu-

nities, please contact Pastor 

Mindy Roll at mindy-

roll@yahoo.com. 
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Thank You from the Houston Food Bank 

 

Your generous donations of $1,411.50, supporting the Souper Bowl of Caring event, will help fulfill our 

mission. The Houston Food Bank would like to say thank you on behalf of those less fortunate in the 

Houston area you will have helped with your contribution. Your gift enables us to supply nutritious food 

to our network of partner agency food pantries, homeless shelters, senior centers, kids cafes and other 

meal sites. Thank you for truly making a difference this new year for someone on the brink of losing 

hope. 
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