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Sunday Mornings 

 9:00 AM - The Gathering 

10:15 AM - Learning Groups 

11:15 AM - Heritage 

Spring Season of Learning—Launch Day April 15 

Holy Week Worship Services 

We are kicking off the Spring Season of Learning with Launch Day on April 15. The 

theme is "God's Work - Our Hands." We are going to 

remind ourselves that we are called to get our hands dirty in 

the world doing God's work. We are asking the congregation 

NOT to wear "church clothes" but "work clothes" and to 

come with gloves and tools as we do some clean up around 

our campus. The highlight is sure to be our "picnic style" 

breakfast with food provided by a local Taco Truck! 

April 1—Palm Sunday, 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM 
 

April 5—Maundy Thursday, 11:45 AM and 7:00 PM 
 

April 6—Good Friday, 7:00 PM 
 

April 7—Easter Vigil, 8:00 PM 
 

April 8—Easter Sunday, 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 

PAGE 2 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

It's Been A Beautiful Lent 

 

"I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 

prayer with joy, thankful for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  And I am sure 

that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ."  

        Philippians 1:3-6 (RSV) 

 

I realize that only a pastor is likely to say what I am now going to say—but I'm going to say it anyway—

I've had a beautiful Lent this year. I have literally felt myself carried along by the wind of the Holy Spirit, a 

surprise around every corner, receiving gifts I didn't expect and will never deserve. It really has been a 

wonderful, refreshing, surprising and remarkable season for me. 

 

I remember Lent last year. I was still very new to Faith and Lent was marked by a schedule full of 

"Conversations with the Pastor". About 200 of you made time in your hectic busy lives to come and 

spend some time getting to know each other. I loved those conversations, even the part where I took a 

big risk and described some things I hoped to see in our future. Amazingly, much of what I hoped for 

happened. And it happened because God sent us a great church staff who came to discover at Faith a 

bunch of people who loved God, loved their church and its ministry, and were willing to do whatever it 

takes to bless the world as we are able. 

 

Then we came around the calendar to this Lent. As your pastor I can say that I love you all but I get real 

tired of hearing myself talk. So I was overjoyed to hear Kristen Kruger and the Parish Education Board 

come up with the idea of creating a Lenten devotional book written by our members. Not only were our 

own people blessed by that but, through our ministry on the Internet, we blessed thousands more every 

morning. For me...it felt like a wonderful vacation every morning. 

 

We came into this Lent with a plan of me teaching on Sunday about the five missional marks, the five 

spiritual disciplines, of healthy Christians and their communities of faith, and then having the program 

staff each share from their own hearts how they understand that week's purpose. It was beautiful for me 

to hear what Stacy, Alan, Clayton, and Jennifer shared with us. I loved seeing the faithful faces of those 

who came to our midweek services, each service preceded by the international rainbow of life that are 

the children of our Day School, each service followed by yet another meal served by the dedicated 

servants of our Activities Board. I looked forward every week to the silence, the simple songs, and the 

beauty of the Taize evening services. 

 

I was so wonderfully surprised this Lenten season. I fell even more deeply in love with my wife—I didn't 

need that and didn't see it coming but it happened and I'm even more grateful every day for her. We had 

some new people join the congregation and they are delightful. Kathy Patrick and the Outreach Board 

have recruited the team to work on our Next Steps in Ministry. Clayton learned that his dissertation had 

been approved and he became Dr. Clayton. Vanessa Cruzan joined our staff.   

 

But of course there was also pain during Lent. There is always pain in life. We all suffered the loss of Jack 

Anderson, a wonderful husband, father, friend, and member of Faith. I lost a dear friend with the death 

of Pastor Larry Keene. I carry a long prayer list of Faith people who are dealing with health issues. But 

over all of this I hear the angel chorus, the power of the resurrection, the light of Easter, and all of those 

who have gone before us, cheering us on as we strain toward the future that God is unfolding before us. 

 

To some, Lent is an archaic word, nothing more than the dog days of winter, Mardi Gras waiting for 

Easter dresses punctuated by spring break. But to those who have been given eyes to see and ears to 

hear, it can be a wilderness journey where the Potter allows us to feel His hands on our clay as He shapes 

us into the people he has created us to be. It's been a beautiful Lent. 

 

Next Steps In 

Ministry 

 

We are just down 

the street from 

Gordon Elementary 

School. How is God 

calling us to be 

helpful in the lives of 

the children and 

parents of that 

school? 

 

We have a dream of 

doubling our worship 

attendance in the 

next six years. That 

vision was cast in the 

year before I became 

pastor. It started as 

'in the next eight 

years' but the clock is 

ticking. How will this 

happen? 

 

Faith has always had 

two pastors. Will our 

new associate pastor 

be bilingual in 

English/Mandarin or 

English/Spanish to 

allow us to reach a 

new population of 

people? 

 

These are the 

questions that the 

Next Steps in 

Ministry team, led by 

Kathy Patrick, will be 

asking. 

 

As they begin their 

work, our job is to 

pray for them and 

for our future. May 

God open the right 

doors and give us the 

courage to enter. 



“And God is able to provide you with every 

blessing in abundance, so that by always having 

enough of everything, you may share abundantly 

in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8 

 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.”  Luke 12:34 

 

In the prior two months we looked at the first two 

characteristics of a biblical giver: being regular and 

being intentional. This month we will focus on the 

next characteristic: being generous. 

 

Generous giving is the most basic stewardship 

value. It is difficult to imagine a person who tithes 

or gives a large portion of their income who isn’t 

serious about discipleship. Just as Jesus says in the 

verse from Luke above, if one’s treasure is with 

Jesus, one’s heart will be there also.   

 

God’s incredible generosity is the foundation for 

calling us to be generous givers. One of our core 

beliefs is that we will always have enough, because 

God provides us with all we need. Because God has 

blessed each one of us so generously, we can, and 

we must, give generously. 

 

In the ELCA, the average giver gives slightly less 

than two percent of his or her income to the 

church. As everyone is aware, this month (April) is 

the month federal income taxes are due. This is a 

great time to take a look at your family’s overall 

financial situation and do the simple calculation to 

determine what percentage of your family income 

you give to the church.   

 

Once you have calculated the percentage, think 

about whether it accurately reflects your belief in 

Paul’s writing that “God is able to provide you with 

every blessing in abundance so that by always 

having enough of everything, you may share 

abundantly in every good work.”   

 

Think about what percentage of your income you 

filled in for 2012 giving on the commitment cards 

(or estimate of giving cards) last fall, or had 

otherwise planned to give for 2012. Does it reflect 

generous giving?   

 

Earlier this month my husband and I reviewed our 

percentage, and decided to increase it by one 

percent for 2012 in an effort to continue moving 

along the spectrum towards giving more 

generously. 

__________________________________________ 

Building Project Update 
 

As you have seen, our new monument sign is now 

in place, informing the wider community of the 

great things that happen at Faith. This will be a 

great outreach tool for us for years to come. 

 

In addition, the parking lot project should be 

completed in early April. While the removal of the 

islands is an aesthetic loss, we are hopeful that it 

will allow our new parking lot to escape future 

damage. 

 

The final major project on the list is the repair or 

replacement of the stained glass window in the 

sanctuary. Watch for further information in the 

next issue of the Mountain Mover. 

 

Your generous giving to our Building Fund is 

allowing us to make these improvements.  Thank 

you very much! 

Due to the Maundy Thursday worship schedule, the 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will not be meeting in April but 

will be back in action on the first Thursday in May.   

 

For more information on this wonderful opportunity 

for midweek fellowship and Bible study, contact Patti 

Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

 

The Rebecca Ruth Circle took the lead in our first 

annual Lenten Homecoming service on March 28. 

A special invitation was extended to enable our 

homebound members to come to the noon 

service for Holy Communion and lunch. We hope 

to do this again in Advent. 

 

 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

By Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 

Page 3 A P R I L  2 0 1 2  I S S U E  4  



MOUNTAIN MOVER A U G U S T  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  8   

One of the Board of Youth & Family's goals for 2012 

is to revitalize our Children's Ministry here at 

Faith. Last month I invited parents of elementary 

aged children to join me for lunch and to find out 

exactly what these families need from their church.   

I opened with the question,  

I want very much to build a meaningful Children's 

Ministry here at Faith - one that enriches our 

families' lives and grows our church family. Knowing 

from 20+ years of ongoing research that faith is 

caught more than it is taught and that parents are 

far more influential in passing on and solidifying a 

faith life for kids than Pastor Kerry and myself, I 

asked how we could help them achieve that.   

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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Here is what came out of that discussion… 

 

♦ Parents need to connect with the other parents 

of elementary kids 

♦ Want church in their family's regular life 

♦ More interested in regular monthly events and 

retreats than something weekly 

♦ Nothing during the week 

♦ Need scheduled event far in advance 

♦ Want family servant opportunities 

♦ Want their kids to be involved in music and 

worship 

♦ Want to learn the words to songs used in 

worship (and sing "camp" songs) 

♦ Would like a Bible 101 class, other classes with 

kids (nutrition, money, etc.) 

 

We want to walk alongside parents as they navigate 

life with their children. This conversation helped me 

to begin to carve out a path in which parents feel 

supported in their role in raising up children of faith. 

Below are our Building Blocks of Faithful Families. 

This is the scope and sequence of learning that 

parents can look forward to beginning this fall. 

 

Blessings on your head! 

 

What do you want your kids to know about God? 
 

♦ "That their faith is their own." 

♦ "I want faith, prayer, church, etc. to be a part of 

our life." 

♦ "To know that all Christians are not the same." 

"That she has a place here." 

♦ "To be aware and know Him." "I want them to 

have a base larger than other influences in their 

life." 

♦ "That they are a part of a bigger family -         

one that reaches beyond and requires us to act 

differently." 

 Current Opportunities for Elementary Kids & Parents 
 

Every Sunday - Learning Group - 10:15 - 11:00 AM 

Faith Family Fun Days: 

♦ April 27 - Drive in Movie 

♦ May - Karaoke and Talent Show 

♦ June 23 - Family Faith Day at the Astros 

Faith Camp - Weeks of June 11, June 18, June 25 

Summer Camp at Lutherhill - July 29 - August 3  

Family Camp at Lutherhill - November 2 - 4 

Advent Retreat at Lutherhill - December 

Parents & Kids are invited 

Fajitas and Ritas 

 

Saturday, April 28 

5:00 - 7:00 PM 

6408 Burgoyne, 77057 (Finley Home) 

RSVP jennerfinley@yahoo.com 

Building Blocks of Faithful Families 
Kindergarten - 4 Keys 

1st Grade - Prayers and Table Graces 

2nd Grade - Worship and Church Seasons 

3rd Grade - Bible Discovery 

4th Grade - Christian Service 

5th Grade - Stewardship 



Faith is partaking of the Triduum. On several key days at the center of the church year, we recall Jesus’ 

own words to his disciples that he would be handed over to death, and that “after three days he will rise 

again” (Mark 10:34). The Three Days encompass the time from Maundy Thursday evening through the 

evening of Easter Day. Particularly the services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil unfold 

in a single movement, as the church makes its annual passage with Christ through death into life. The 

addition of the Easter Vigil service at Faith is not something completely new, but it has been over 20 

years since Faith last gathered for an Easter Vigil. 

 

The addition of a Saturday evening service may seem a little odd. Typically Saturday is a nice break after 

a busy Holy Week schedule that includes Maundy Thursday and Good Friday liturgies. However, much of 

the Easter cycle as we know it today, including Lent, has been shaped by a logic that assumes that the 

Easter Vigil is the most significant liturgy of the year. With “strong signs” and “powerful words” on “this 

wondrous night,” the Easter Vigil is a contemporary version of what St. Augustine described as the 

greatest feast of the year, “the mother of all holy vigils,” a night on which “the whole world is awake and 

watchful.” St. Augustine himself was baptized as an adult at the Easter Vigil in 387. 

 

Lent is traditionally the season of preparation for baptism, and Easter Vigil is the culmination of the 

preparation. Throughout the history of the church, Easter Vigil has been a chief occasion for Christian 

baptismal initiation. The service itself is a theologically rich occasion for baptism. The renewal of 

individuals in the waters of baptism is seen in the vigil as part of the same divine activity that creates and 

renews God’s ancient people and the entire creation, often through water. The biblical texts in the 

Easter Vigil service include many of these stories: the earth emerges from water in the creation and is 

reborn through the flood; the people of Israel are reborn into freedom through the waters of the sea; 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego appear reborn out of the fire. 

 

The Easter Vigil takes the stories of creation, renewal, 

rebirth, and resurrection, and, at the font, pours them 

over the baptismal candidates, immersing them in water 

and the word. The service will be a wonderful opportunity 

to reflect on and give thanks for one’s own baptism into 

the death and resurrection of Christ. Please join us for the 

Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 7, at 8:00 PM. 
 

(Excerpted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (p. 247) and Worship 

Guidebook for Lent and Three Days (p. 142-145).) 

New (Old) Service This Year—Easter Vigil 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Faith Camp 2012 Registration is NOW Open ONLINE!! 
Faith Camp is a Day Camp Ministry, with over 20 years of history in our community, that is 

uniquely youth led and adult supported. Join us for Fun, Faith, and a FIESTA this summer! 
 

♦ Go to www.FaithBellaire.org to use our new online registration process 

♦ Campers = Children entering Kindergarten through those who have completed 5th grade 



Read John 20:1-18 

Also Psalm 16 

 

 CEMETERY HOPE  

 

Weeping by a tomb is certainly not an uncommon 

sight in a cemetery. Walking through any 

cemetery, whether a loved one is buried there or 

not, instills a somber mood. Stroll through what is 

often called "Baby Land" - the portion of the 

cemetery reserved for little children who have 

died - and one can't help but be sorrowful for such 

young lives ended and the parents' hearts 

shattered by the death of their precious little 

ones. Grave sites are sad places indeed. 

  

It was no less so for St. Mary Magdalene. Her 

beloved Lord Jesus, who had saved her life, her 

very soul, was crucified, dead, and buried. Jesus 

called her by His gospel of forgiveness, and she 

repented. She followed Jesus, served Him, loved 

Him, and now, oh, how she mourned Him. But 

Jesus' tomb was empty. He is risen. He showed 

Himself, alive, body and soul. Jesus defeated 

death and the grave for Mary, for you, for all 

mankind. Mary's sorrow, our sorrow, is turned to 

joy. 

  

On the Last Day, all graves will be empty. Jesus 

will raise us and all the dead and give eternal life 

to us and all believers in Him. Jesus gives us the 

victory over the grave. Alleluia! Christ is risen! He 

is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

Pray:   Lord God, I thank and praise You for the 

gift of eternal life in You.  Amen. 

  

  

  

Prayer Corner 

Yes, Lord, But. . . . 
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Sign up to donate blood on line at www.giveblood.org (site 1037) or in the narthex. Not only will you 

give health and hope to at least three other neighbors, you will get to eat all the cookies you want at 

the drive and also be give a coupon for a Great American Cookie! Visit the drive for details!  

 

Save the date for our next drive, August 5, 2012. 

 Blood Drive – April 1! No Fooling! 

Congratulations Amy Roch 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Our Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her: 
 

Name: Amy Roch 
 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have been teaching music for thirteen years. 
 

What are your hobbies?  I love singing, scrap booking and reading. 
 

Tell us about your family life: I’ve been married to Paul for six years. We have a two year old daughter, 

Miriam who was born December 2011. 
 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know about you?  My husband and I met in high 

school, but did not date until after I graduated from college. We had known each other about ten years 

when we got married. 
 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I enjoy passing on my love of music to the next generation. 

Different kids learn different ways, and music can be an outlet for them. I am inspired when I see a 

child’s eyes light up, because we are singing his or her favorite song. 



News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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A Special Thanks 

We have been back in our building for a year now and we still love it! Everything is getting the once-over 

to make sure it is all in good working order before the warranty period expires. There are a few little 

things that need adjusting, but for the most part, everything is good. We hope you are enjoying a 

fresher, more updated kitchen and Fellowship Hall on Sundays and during other special events that take 

place here!  

 

During March, the Day School children learned about Ireland. We ate our traditional St. Patrick’s Day 

morning snack of “Green Eggs and Ham” on Friday the 16 and of course all of the teachers read the Dr. 

Seuss book to the children. Then at lunch, Miss Barbara’s class delighted us with song and dance from 

the Emerald Isle. After the presentation, we enjoyed Irish stew (with veggies), soda crackers, and lime 

sherbet for dessert. AND, as always we had a visit from some pesky wee leprechauns who made quite a 

mess in our classrooms.   

 

Our Community Open House on March 22 went great. It was well attended and we hope to pick up 

several students for the fall. The teachers, once again, did a magnificent job getting the rooms 

presentable for this important marketing event! The new sign was very beneficial in getting the word 

out for our Open House. 

 

We are proud to announce that the Day School won three categories in the Bellaire Examiner’s Best of 

2011 Awards; Best Nursery/Day Care, Best Private School, and Best Learning Center. This is the third 

year in a row that we have received awards from this community newspaper. 

 

The children will continue singing at the Lenten Services through the month of March. They are really 

enjoying sharing their music ministry with you as they share their love for our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Our units of study this month will include Spring Planting, Farm Animals, Easter and the South Pacific.  

Literary focus will be classic stories.   

 

Registration for both summer and fall is going well. Summer classes are filling up quickly, but we do have 

some spots left for both summer and fall; so if you know anyone who is looking for a loving, 

comprehensive learning experience for their three year old, Pre-Kindergarten (four year old), 

Kindergarten Bridge (older four), or Kindergarten (five year old) child, have them contact the Day School 

office at 713-664-3233. 

 

 A good name is more desirable than great riches;  

to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.  

       Proverbs 22:1 

My heartfelt thanks to all who prayed for me, sent cards, and called while I went through my kidney 

stone problem from January 1 to the end of February. I truly felt blessed and am thankful for all of you 

and for God's healing touch.  

       God Bless you all! 

       Peggy Porter 
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Spring 2012 Season of  Learning 

April 15 - June 24 

 
 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Learning Groups 
 

Circle of  Friends - Led by Sara Karow, Main Building - Library  

Faithful Seekers of  the Word - Led by Jan Zunker, Main Building - Conference Room  

The Good News Class - Led by Cliff  Condit, Faith Center - Room 309 

Faith Over Fear - Led by Kathy Patrick, Faith Center - Room 301 

Family Tree - Led by Clayton & Margo Faulkner, Main Building - Room 201  

Young Families - Led by Kate Mitsakis, Main Building - Morning Room/Parlor 

 

Week Day Adult Learning Groups 
 

Made to Crave - Led by Mardi Mayerhoff, Tuesdays at 7:00 PM, Faith Center - Room 306 

Fit & Faithful - Led by Pastor Kerry, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, Faith Center - Room 309 

Bible Study - Led by Pastor Kerry, Wednesdays at 7:30 PM, Faith Center - Room 309 

DivorceCare - Led by Stacy DeClouette, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, Main Building - Room 201 

Just For Grandparents - Led by Susan Tallman, 1 Sunday a month, at the Hahn Home 

 

Sunday Morning Youth and Children Learning Groups 
 

High School - Led by Alison Obr and Parker Grimsby, Faith Center - Loft 

Middle School - Led by Wendy Farner - Check weekly Information Board in Narthex 

Elementary - Led by a team of  faithful adults,      Grades 1 & 2 - Main Building - Room 202 

          Grades 3 - 5 - Main Building - Room 204 

Toddlers - (22 Months - 3 years) Led by a team of  faithful adults, Faith Center - Room 301  

Pre K and Kindergarten - Led by a team of  faithful adults, Faith Center - Room 307 
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Some of the most impactful experiences for those that have visited the churches of our sister synod in 

Peru come from time spent with the Peruvian children. They have so little, but seem so happy and full of 

love. It’s amazing!   

 

It’s really impactful for youth from our synod when they go and spend time with the children of Peru. You 

can see how much it means to those children too! It is fun to see how quickly kids from two totally 

different cultures can put away their differences and just focus on sharing love and having fun!   

 

Elizabeth and Thomas Menke, along with their mom and grandmother, visited Peru last year. Here are 

some of their reflections: 

 

Thomas: Peru has affected my life both in my relationship with God and my everyday life. Personally, I saw 

Christ in every single one of the kids there. Every day I look back at this trip and remember the children, 

especially, and the strong relationships we shared with them.  

 

Elizabeth: Peru has touched my life in so many ways. It has made me thankful for every single thing, big or 

little. Through Peru, I have seen how God works in amazing ways and how he does wonders through the 

works of others. I’ve developed incredible relationships that I never thought I’d have. Peru has shown me 

how a little faith can go a long way.  

 

Wow! What testimony to the impact these visits can make. Elizabeth will return to Peru this June for her 

third trip in three years!   

 

Is a visit to Peru of interest to you too? We’d love to 

have you join in! Feel free to talk to Elizabeth, 

Thomas, or anyone else on the Peru team at Faith to 

learn more about what it means to go and how you 

can participate!   

 

Peru Team: 

Myra Condit 

Peggy Hahn 

Dewayne Hahn 

Don Hodde 

Tiffany Menke 

Elizabeth Menke 

Thomas Menke 

Susan Tallman 

Women’s Connection 

The Women’s Connection will meet April 3, at 9:30 AM. They will meet at the church office. If you are 

interested in joining the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen  at bcauthen1@gmail.com 

or 281-630-8088. 

Peru Experience 

How has Peru affected our lives? 
By Thomas and Elizabeth Menke 
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is 

to provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 
 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. 

We offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children 

will be involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an 

opportunity to grow socially.  
 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information.  

Congratulations Jill Weiss 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 

Our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few questions to let people 

know more about her: 

 

Name: Jill Weiss 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  This is my first full year teaching the 3 year old class, after 

my retirement. I had previously worked for Mother’s Day Out, but after I was home for a while I 

decided that it was time for me to come back and I am so glad I did! My total years at Faith Lutheran 

MDO is 15 years. 

 

What are your hobbies?  I enjoy gardening, reading, and spending time with my two dogs, Bruiser and 

Mini. 

 

Tell us about your family life:  I am a single mom of 3 children. Brittany (21 yrs.), Gina (16 yrs.), and 

Daniel (13 yrs.). I am a soccer mom for Gina’s Bellaire High School team and bowling mom for Daniel.   

 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know about you?  For 15 years I worked at a 

veterinary clinic. I started as a vet tech and then I became the manager and brought the clinic into the 

computer age. I also love to watch and photograph humming birds around my house’s humming bird 

feeders. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I was inspired by my mother, who was a life long teacher. It was 

amazing to see the number of lives she touched. That fostered my love of watching children develop 

their personalities. It is so nice to see their sense of humor and social awareness. 



One of my favorite songs is “The Impossible Dream.” The first stanza reads: 

To dream the impossible dream,  

To fight the unbeatable foe,  

To bear with unbearable sorrow  

To run where the brave dare not go. 

 

To me, these words reflect the feeling of our neighbors with mental illness and those who love and 

care for them. For some patients with mental illness, the impossible dream is to have acceptance, 

friends, or a job. The unbeatable foe in my opinion is the stigma that still surrounds the word “mental 

illness.” There is great joy when the therapy and or medication works and there is recovery. When 

the illness resurfaces, the patient and their family members often bear the unbearable sorrow of 

relapse.   

 

As I work with and advocate for those with mental illness, I have come to the conclusion that they are 

the bravest people I know. They fight stigma, overcome an often misunderstood illness, and face 

tomorrows with renewed hope.   

 

If you would like to fight stigma and help support programs that help educate and support family 

members and patients, why not  be a “Faith Candle Lighter?” NAMI Walks is May 5 at Sam Houston 

Park. There is no fee to participate and fund raising is optional. Our main focus is to say to our friend, 

neighbor, or loved one that “you will not walk alone.” 

The Impossible Dream 
By Linda Lamb, Social Ministry Board 
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Outreach  
By Diane Hecht, Board of Outreach Chair  

As the father welcomed his prodigal son (Luke 15), 

we value an atmosphere and culture of gracious 

hospitality where all people sense God’s 

welcoming presence. (Matthew 10:40-42; Hebrews 

13:1-2) 

Are these words familiar to you? These describe 

one of Faith’s core values - Radical Hospitality. 

Over the past year, we have witnessed a 

transformation of our church building with new 

construction, fresh coats of paint, a sanctuary with 

upgraded lighting, placement of the baptismal 

font, and more inclusive for those in wheelchairs. 

As we come closer to finishing these major 

renovations with new signage and a new parking 

lot, it is time for each of us to pay closer attention 

to the interior of our own hearts, attitudes, and 

souls.  

The dictionary defines hospitality as the friendly 

reception and treatment of guests or strangers. 

Christian hospitality is much more than this; it is a 

process and an attitude. For Jesus and those who 

follow him, hospitality is a transforming way of life 

that opens our hearts to not only see Jesus in the 

other, but propels us to make room, make 

ready, and be available for those in need. 

To that end, Teresa’s Hospitality Team has 

been created whose mission is to accomplish 

Radical Hospitality at Faith. This team has 

been named after the late Mother Teresa 

who formed the Missionaries of Charity in 

India and all over the world to serve the 

poorest of the poor, the sickest, and those 

dying without dignity and love. When asked 

what kept her going year after year she 

always answered, “I see the face of Jesus in 

the poor, and I do it for Him.” I believe that 

this Albanian Catholic nun exemplified 

radical hospitality like no other individual in 

my lifetime. 

Over the coming months the Outreach 

Message Series will define what it means to 

make room, make ready, and be available 

for those in need. Hospitality impacts us all, 

and all are called to participate in it. 



Made to Crave 
 

“Craving isn’t a bad thing." 

 

Has food become more about frustration than 

fulfillment? Made to Crave (satisfying your 

deepest desire with God, not food) is the 

missing link between a woman’s desire to be 

healthy and the spiritual empowerment 

necessary to make that happen. Author Lysa 

TerKeurst personally understands the battle 

that women face. In Made to Crave, she will 

help you: 

 

♦ Break the cycle of “I’ll start again on 

Monday,” and feel good about yourself 

today. 

♦ Stop agonizing over numbers on the scale 

and make peace with your body. 

♦ Replace rationalizations that lead to diet 

failure with wisdom that leads to victory. 

♦ Reach your healthy goals and grow closer 

to God through the process. 

 

This book is not a how-to manual or the latest, 

greatest dieting plan. Made to Crave is a helpful 
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Fit & Faithful Comes to Faith 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 

 

I have decided that the time has come. I have a 

choice. For now it is a simple choice—lose some 

weight or buy new clothes. However, if I don't 

make some personal lifestyle adjustments, my 

choices are likely to get more complicated—

Would you like a two person room or pay extra 

for a private room as you recover from your 

heart surgery? 

 

Given that I am blessed to serve a church that 

has identified its calling to be a place of 

worship, learning, and healing, I'm thinking that, 

with God's help, I can put myself in position to 

practice some preventative health care. It is 

time for me to bring back Fit & Faithful. 

 

Fit & Faithful is a physical/spiritual training 

program that combines a log to record our 

exercise, a guided schedule of Bible readings 

and prayer, and a plan to insure both 

encouragement and accountability.   

 

I first developed this program back in 2002 and I 

made it available through the Internet.  It has 

been used in congregations all over the United 

companion to use alongside whatever healthy 

eating approach you choose – a book and Bible 

study to help you find the “want to“ in how to 

make healthy lifestyle changes. 

 

Beginning April 24 the First Place 4 Health 

group that meets on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM in 

the Faith Center (Room 306) will be using the 

book Made to Crave, the Participant Guide 

that accompanies it, and a DVD teaching series 

for a 7 week session that is open to you (men 

and women welcome). The participant 

materials are $25.00. You do not have to 

purchase any First Place 4 Health materials for 

this session. 

 

In order to begin the meetings with materials 

for each participant it is important that you let 

Mardi Mayerhoff know you will attend the 

s e s s i o n .  P l e a s e  e m a i l  h e r  a t 

mgmayerhoff@juno.com, call her cell phone 

713-203-1875, or sign up in the narthex. 

 

To learn more about Lysa TerKeurst and the 

Made to Crave materials, you can visit 

www.madetocrave.org or lysaterkeurst.com or 

www.proverbs31.org. 

States and now it is coming to Faith. 

 

All you need to participate in Fit & Faithful is 

desire and willingness. Exercise can be 

anything from walking to running to jazzercise 

or visiting your health club – whatever you are 

willing to work at will work.   

 

In addition to logging your exercise, this first 

12 week session will help you read through the 

entire New Testament.   

 

We will have an introductory meeting on 

Wednesday, April 18, at 6:30 PM in Room 309 

in the Faith Center. Then, for those who 

choose to attend a weekly check in meeting, 

we will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 

6:30 pm for the 12 weeks of the program. 

 

Attendance at the initial meeting is important 

but weekly attendance at check in meetings is 

optional.   

 

Sign up today for this first session of Fit & 

Faithful on the Great Sign Up table for our next 

season of learning.  You can write to me at 

revkerry@gmail.com if you have questions. 
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11th Annual Lutherhill Ministries 

Golf Tournament 

 

WHEN:  1:30 PM, Friday, April 20, 2012 

WHERE:  Longwood Golf Club, Cypress, TX 

FORMAT:  4 person scramble 

COST:  $110 per player 

 

Lutherhill is our camp and one of the great gems 

of our ministries together as a synod.  Camp fees 

only cover half of the actual cost of running 

Lutherhill so events like this golf tournament are 

invaluable. 

 

We would love to see several Faith foursomes 

this year.  You can bring your usual foursome or 

One evening in 2003, in a candle-lit room in 

Monrovia, the capital city of Liberia, a young 

woman named Leymah Gbowee gathered a 

group of 20 women and invited them to share 

their stories. They spoke of husbands and sons 

murdered, sisters and daughters raped, and 

children dying from hunger- the brutal results of 

the country’s civil war that began in 1989.  

 

These women had mourned in silence until 

Leymah urged them to take action in the name 

of peace. Soon the group of 20 grew to 

thousands.  

 

Known as the “women dressed in white,” the 

“Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace” 

marched, prayed, and picketed in silence and 

demanded meetings with government and rebel 

leaders. With Leymah at the helm, their non-

violent movement helped to successfully end 

Liberia’s 14-year civil war.  

 

Leymah admits that she never believed her 

efforts would take her where she is today, 

including winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 

October 2011.  She was simply trying to secure a 

future for her six children. 

 

“The one way I see us changing this world is by 

speaking up, standing up,” Leymah says. “It’s 

time to say to the evils of this world, ‘Go back to 

the shadows, because the good is taking in the 

light.’”  

 

Since childhood, Leymah has been an active 

member of the Lutheran Church of Liberia, a 

companion church of the ELCA. She attended 

get a group together from church or work.  The 

day includes all the usual stuff—prizes, food, and 

fun and all proceeds benefit the year round 

camping ministry of Lutherhill. 

 

Sponsorships are also available for those who  

would like to help. 

♦ Hole Sponsor—$150 a hole 

♦ Silver Sponsor—$1,200 

♦ Gold Sponsor—$1,500 

 

You can register online  

http://www.lutherhill.org/?page_id=138.   

 

For more information, please contact Lutherhill at 

matt@lutherhill.org or 1-888-266-4613. 

Lutheran schools, and her “first connection with 

God came from attending the Lutheran church.” 

 

Later Leymah became president of the women’s 

organization at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 

Monrovia, and she worked as a case worker for 

the Lutheran Church in Liberia’s Trauma Healing 

and Reconciliation Program, supported by the 

ELCA. As a case manager, Leymah was sent to 

work with child soldiers, a “transforming” 

experience for her. 

 

Leymah was the recipient of the ELCA 

International Leadership Development scholarship 

that supported her studies in peace building at 

Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg, 

Virginia, in 2005.  

 

Like Leymah, we have all have a story to tell. We 

cannot keep quiet about what we have seen and 

heard!  

 

Our ELCA, sixty-five synods participate in over 120 

i n t e r n a t i on a l  c o m p a n io n s h i p s .  T h e s e 

compan ion ship s exten d the b i latera l 

relationships between our churches and Lutheran 

church bodies in other countries.  

 

“When companions engage one another in 

authentic relationships, everyone's lives are 

changed,” says Peggy Contos Hahn,  Assistant to 

the Bishop for Global Mission.  

 

Our congregation’s Mission Support dollars 

helped make Leymah’s story possible. Thank you! 

Leymah Gbowee 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—April 2012 

9:00 

 

April 1 April 8 April 15 April 22 

Acolytes 2 Jacob & Zachary  

Boihem 

Michael & Daniel  

Farner 

Chelsea Spratlin  

Wyatt Sydow 

Annabella Allen 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Nancy Holmes 

Jon Holmes 

Kelly Keller 

Cory Nelson 

Wendy Farner 

Dave Farner 

Asst Minister 1 Holly Hruska-Spratlin Dottie Wichmann Dottie Wichmann Bob Medlen 

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

Nancy and Jon Holmes Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Megan, Wade, Luke & 

Lucy Paulson 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel, &     

Abigail Parkan 

Greeters 2 

 

    

Refreshments 4     

Visitor  

Center 

Barbara McDowell 

Carl Watson 

Dennis Hutchison Dennis Hutchison  

Altar Guild 2 Jo ann Welton  

Barbara Hodde 

Jo Ann Welton 

Barbara Hodde 

Diana Rettig 

Diana Freeman 

Diana Rettig 

Diana Freeman 

11:15 April 1 April 8 April 15 April 22 

Acolyte Thomas Menke Thomas Menke Jonathan Mierstchen Elizabeth Menke 

Crucifer Tyler Grimsby Elizabeth Menke Quinn Otte Paul Hodde 

Lector Tiffany Menke Sara Karow Mardi Mayerhoff Bryan Ives 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Sharon Richter 

Mel Richter 

Sharon Richter 

Mel Richter 

Elizabeth Menke  

Alexis Salazar 

Elizabeth Menke 

Scott Ramsey 

Asst Minister Barbara Balius Sharon Richter Jo Ann Welton Kathy Patrick 

Ushers 4 Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Maple 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Maple 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Maple 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Maple 

Greeters 2     

Refreshments 4     

Visitor 

Center 

 Don Hodde Cathie Pett  

Altar Guild 2 Jo Ann Welton 

Barbara Hodde 

Jo Ann Welton 

Barbara Hodde 

Diana Rettig 

Diana Freeman 

Diana Rettig 

Diana Freeman 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 

April 29 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hect 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Bob Medlen 

Wendy, Dave, Mi-

chael, & Daniel Farner 

 

 

 

Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

April 29 

Emma Keller 

Evan Watson 

Charles Porter  

Jeff Addicks  

Scott Ramsey 

Katy Patrick 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Maple 

 

 

 

Betty Dossey  

Tina Wood 

Social Ministry 



April Calendar Events 
 

1  Palm Sunday   – 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 8:00 AM Blood Drive (FC) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 11:15 AM Heritage / 3:30 PM  Youth Choir/ 4:30 PM Handbells (202) 
 

2 Monday –  7:30 AM  DS Parent Conferences (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control 

 

3 Tuesday – All Day DS Parent Conferences (109) / 8:30 PM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM Women’s Connection / 11:30AM Staff Mtg. (101) / 3:00PM 

Cornerstone (400,401) / 5:30PM Outreach (101) / 6:00PM Social Ministry (109) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Stewardship (101) / 7:00 PM ISA / 7:00 PM First 

Place / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

4 Wednesday -  All Day DS Parent Conferences (109) / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 12:00 PM  Youth/ Family Board Meeting (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM 

Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

5 Thursday - All Day DS Parent Conferences (109) / 8:00 AM DS Easter Egg Hunt (Psalter & FH 2 Yard / 8:30AM MDO  / 11:45 AM  Maundy Thursday Service  / 12:00 PM Maundy 

Thursday Lunch / 3:00 PM Cornerstone ( 400, 401 ) / 6:15 PM Maundy Thursday Dinner /  7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service / 8:00 PM AA (300) / 8:00 PM Executive Board 
 

6 Friday – All Day Staff Holiday office closed / 11:00 PM DS Parent Conferences (109) / 7:00 PM Good Friday Service /  8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

7 Saturday - 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308,) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 8:00 PM 

Vigil Service 
  
8 Easter Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Easter Breakfast / 10:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt /  11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 3:30 PM 

Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Handbells (202) 
 

9 Monday – 7:30 AM DS Parent Conferences (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM  Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

10 Tuesday – All DS Day Parent Conferences (109) / 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Mtg (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM 

Cornerstone    Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff (FH) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place/ 7:00 PM Church Council (101) /  

 

11 Wednesday – All Day DS Parent Conferences (109) / 9:00 AM LMR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6: 00 PM Painting Group / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

12 Thursday – All Day DS Parent Conferences (109) / 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace (201) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

13 Friday – 1:00 PM DS Parent Conferences (109) / 8:00 PM  AA (300)  
 

14 Saturday - 8:30 AM Gethesmane Food Pantry Service (6856 Bellaire Blvd.) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /10:00 

AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

15 Sunday – All Day MM Articles Due / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Seasons of Learning Launch Day / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Handbells (202) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH)  
 

16 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   
 

17 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM DS/

MDO Board (101) / 7:00 PM  ISA (302) / 7:00 PM  First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

18 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30PM Divorce Care (201) / 6:30 PM Fit and Faithful / 7:30 PM 

Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

19 Thursday -  8:30 AM  MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400,401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)  / 8:00 PM  AA (300)  

 

20 Friday -  8:00 PM AA (300) / 1:30 PM Lutherhill Ministries Golf Tournament  (Longwood Golf Club) 

 

21 Saturday - 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Property Board (109) / Cornerstone Siblings Group 

(400) /3:00 PM AA (300) 

 

22 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Handbells 

(202) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

  

23 Monday - 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) 

 

24 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Mtg (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA / 7:00 

PM Made to Crave (306) / 8:00 PM  AA (300)  

  

25 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 

8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

26 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM MM Assembly (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401)  /7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Friday - 3:00 PM Bike-a-thon / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

28 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308,) / 9:15 AM Activities Board / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Siblings Group 

(400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Sunday -  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:15 PM Board of Worship (101) / 3:30 PM 

Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Handbells / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

 

30 Monday -  All Day  Staff Retreat (Office Closed) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford 
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