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Sunday Worship 

 9:30 AM - The Gathering 
(Contemporary) 

 

11:00 AM - Heritage 
(Traditional) 

CHURCH MINISTRY DIRECTORIES HAVE ARRIVED! 
 

Great news everyone! Our new church ministry directories have 
arrived and will be distributed Sunday, August 7 in the Narthex.  

Come by and pick yours up. 

Parish Education’s Listening Post Update 

The Listening Posts were available for 3 weeks in July.  Their purpose was for members of 
Parish Ed to explain a new model for our Christian Learning and then listen for new ideas 
that had not yet been explored. Even with 
the quick decision by council to move the 
worship services back-to-back, Parish Ed 
worked hard to create a model driven by  
4 core beliefs: 1) Parents are the primary  
influencers on the faith of children; 2) Peers 
are also a significant influence in faith 
growth; 3) The more we pair children with 
healthy, faithful adults, the more likely we 
are to raise healthy, faithful children; and 
4)  Many parents feel ill-equipped to be    
spiritual leaders within their homes. 
 
Many, many thanks to all those who took the time to listen and then share their thoughts on 
how to make this the most effective and meaningful Christian learning time for all ages.  
Your input helped put the flesh on the proposed model.  If you were unable to make it to a 
listening post last month, the model can be found on page 4. 

9:30 AM - 12:00 PM  
Open House for Learning Groups 

(younger groups meet their Learning Group Leaders) 
Small Group Activities in the Faith Center 

 

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM 
Church Family Picnic! 

• Hamburgers • Hot Dogs • Sides • Homemade Ice Cream •  
   • Activities for All Ages • Sign our Faith Family Tree • Bouncy House •  
 
Mark your calendars for Launch Day where we will kick off our 
Fall Season of Learning.  This first season will run from  
September 11 - November 20.  The theme for this fall is  

We Are Family and our focus is on families - your individual 
family and our church family.  Don’t miss this time full of fun 
and excitement as we enter a new season with families in mind.  
 
PS - the Church Family Picnic will be held mainly INSIDE!  
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Inside this issue: 

Parish Ed members, Carl Watson and Cliff Condit, 
explain the new model to the Hargroves. 

September 11 - Launch Day for the Fall Season of Learning 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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“When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent  
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 
but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem."  Luke 9:51-53 
 
I am sitting here thinking about all that lies ahead of us at Faith, much of which is touched on in this 
newsletter.  I'm thinking about the changes we have made, the little adjustments and the big transitions,  
our hopes for the future, of getting to know the neighborhood again.  The 25th anniversary of Faith 
House, of listening for God to guide us into the world in helpful ways, new church staff, Faith Camp      
happening around me.  I'm thinking of all of this and the verses above jumped into my head. 
 
The 9th chapter of Luke is an amazingly "missionally packed" portion of scripture.  It begins with Jesus 
sending his disciples ahead of him, to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal - and it is going to be a 
journey of radical trust given that they weren't supposed to bring anything with them.  Nothing.  No food, 
no money, no staff (helpful for walking and helpful for defending themselves.)  Nothing.  No extra  
clothing.  Nothing.  No Mapquest trip planner.  No pre-arranged places to stay.  Nothing but radical  
obedience to a mission that seemed far beyond their powers to accomplish. 
 
They went.  It worked!  People heard about God's love and claim upon their lives.  Broken lives were  
restored and broken people healed. 
 
Later, the disciples and Jesus found themselves surrounded by a huge crowd of people.  When it got late 
in the day, the disciples urged Jesus to send the crowds away from that deserted place so they could find 
food and lodging.  The disciples knew they didn't have enough to take care of the needs of such a huge 
crowd.  Then they witnessed Jesus feeding the entire crowd with five loaves and two fish...with 12      
baskets of leftovers.  Jesus multiplied the gifts provided to provide for the needs of all.  They had 
enough. 
 
Then Jesus asks the disciples who they think Jesus is - Peter nails it, "The Messiah of God."  Immediately, 
Jesus predicts his death and resurrection.  Yes, he is Messiah...but not the kind of Messiah they expected. 
 
Further, Jesus then describes what it is going to mean to really follow him - "If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.  For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will save it." 
 
Eight days later, Jesus takes Peter, James and John to the vision on the mountain of his transfiguration.  
The next day, Jesus heals a boy, an only child - one whose father had begged the disciples to heal but 
they hadn't been able to do it.  Jesus cares about health; he responds to the cries of parents.  Then 
again, Jesus predicts his rejection, his suffering, his death and resurrection. 
 
In the next verses, 9:46-50, the disciples do two things that seem utterly ridiculous, all the more  
ridiculous given all that they had seen and heard just in the events of this chapter.  First, they get into an 
argument about which of the disciples is the most important.  Then they complain because other people - 
people outside of the "insider 12" - had been helping people.  They pretty clearly are missing the point - 
Jesus came to help people, knowing that God alone would get the credit.  The disciples seemed more 
interested in their own selfish interests, their prestige, their place in the pecking order. 
 
Then comes the verses I quoted above.  Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem.  He had sent his disciples on 
a journey with nothing and now nothing was going to stop Jesus from doing what needed to be done, 
where it needed to happen.  Jesus was bound and determined to do that God had called him to do, 
even it was determined that he be bound and dragged to a bloody cross. 
 

Church Unique 
 
I just finished reading 
Church Unique by 
Will Mancini.  Will 
leads a church  
consulting  group 
based in Houston 
that helps  
congregations find 
their unique purpose 
in God's greater plan.  
In short, he describes 
exactly what I have 
been praying about, 
talking about and 
working toward with 
our listening sessions, 
prayer event, one on 
one conversations, 
etc. 
 
The three pieces I 
found most intriguing 
in Church Unique are: 
 
1. It captures the 

best thinking of 
those concerned 
with church 
health and    
effectiveness in 
a way that is 
inclusive,       
engaging and 
understandable. 

2. It values mining 
the historic DNA 
of an existing 
congregation  

        (as I also deeply                              
value.) 

1. The end result is 
a clear map to 
guide leadership 
and decision 
making. 

Stay tuned……... 



"The goal of our stewardship ministry is to help 
God's people grow in their relationship with Jesus 
through the use of the time, talents and finances 
God has entrusted to them."   
            Charles R. Lane 
 
It has been almost one year since we committed as 
a congregation to raising over one million dollars in 
our capital campaign fund.  The Stewardship Board 
plans to have a celebration lunch after the 2nd    
service on October 9, so please mark this date on 
your calendars. 

 

As we look back on the year, we want to thank 
everyone for their generosity and faithful giving.  
We are now beyond the commitment stage in the 
capital campaign and into the stage of taking     
responsibility for our commitments.   

 

The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 8:10 – 12 has this 
advice regarding giving.  “And here is my advice 
about what is best for you in this matter:  Last year 
you were the first not only to give but also to have 
the desire to do so.  Now finish the work, so that 
your eager willingness to do it may be matched by 
your completion of it, according to your means.  
For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable 
according to what one has, not according to what 
he does not have.”   

We have started a journey in our pledge to raise 
the necessary funds for the improvement of the 
church.  Now we must push forward to complete 
the goal we have set.  Let us be clear, however,   
we give because WE believe we should, not       
because we are pressured or manipulated or      
because someone else believes we should.  Our 
giving is a response to what God has given us.  We 
give because we are a part of the church and we 
want to be part of a group that loves Christ. 

 

Our giving to date is reflected in the figures below: 

                                                                                                

Week…July 17, 2011 …YTD 

Offering Received for Operating Budget                 
$13,729                $380,846 

Needed to meet Budget                                            
$15,106                $438,074 

Actual Offering vs. Needed to Meet 2011 Budget 
$1,377                  -$57,228 

 
 
Capital Campaign 

Update information through  07/10/2011 

 

Total number of responders                         142 
Total 3-Year Commitment                   $1,107,874.00 
Total received thru 07/10/2011          $607,617.52 

Stewardship Corner 

By Doug Elsen, Chair of the Board of Stewardship and Finance 
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This amazing 9th chapter closes with one more parting shot about following Jesus - "No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 
 
2000 years later, the marching orders haven't changed.  We are still called to follow Jesus with steadfast determination and 
selfless willingness to take up our cross daily.  Despite our innate self-centeredness, the yoke of Jesus always leads us into  
relationship with strangers, some of whom help us, and some of whom need the help that we can give.  We think we never 
have enough to do all that we are supposed to do...until we try to do something and suddenly discover that God provides 
more than we could have hoped for.  Again and again we discover that it is precisely what we do have that often blinds us and 
prevents us from doing what we can.  We still worry about our place in the pecking order...and are all too quick to criticize 
those of other flocks while ignoring the good that they do. 
 
2000 years later and the marching orders haven't changed.  You might think that we are living a long way from the 9th chapter 
of Luke but we're not.  We're still called to follow.  We're still surrounded by hungry crowds.  Sometimes we are the hungry 
ones.  We still see occasional glimpses of the glory of God transfiguring the mundane moments of our lives.  We still hurt when 
our children hurt.  We still get distracted from our purpose by infighting and jealousy and pecking order issues.  Children still 
keep us honest - "Is it good for the kids?" remains an excellent question. 
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Proposed Sunday Morning Parish Education Model: 
 

Why are we doing this? 

 

1.  4 Core Beliefs: 

 1.  Parents are the primary influencers on the faith of children. 

 2.  Peers are also a significant influence in faith growth.  

3.  The more we pair children with healthy, faithful adults, the more likely we are to raise  

      healthy, faithful children.  

 4.  Many parents feel ill-equipped to be spiritual leaders within their homes. 

 

2. Change in Worship Schedule 

3. Growing in Faith: 

Adult Learning Groups:  Groups will be at times each leader schedules. 

 

Intergenerational learning: Sessions on the first two Sundays of the month to provide the tools for families to take faith home and 
expand learning among all age groups (1st grade-adult). 

 

Learning groups:  On Sundays that are not designated for intergenerational learning, people will gather in their own learning 
groups.  Learning groups are: 

 1.  Toddlers-Kindergarten  2.  1st-3rd grades  3.  4th-5th grades 

 4.  Middle Schoolers  5.  High Schoolers 6.  Adults 

 

Small groups:  Small groups with similar interests that will meet at times they feel works best for them.  Parish Ed will help start 
these groups later in the fall to get them going. 

 

Sunday Afternoon/Evening: 

Confirmation and high school learning/activities.  Small groups might also meet during this time. 

 

Seasons of Learning: 

Quarter or trimester periods of 10-14 weeks designated as "seasons" giving flexibility for joining new classes and opportunity to 
lead a group for a designated amount of time.  It also provides opportunity to do interesting things during the interim between 
seasons of learning. 

 

Children’s Church: 

During each church service children (toddler-5th grade) have the option to remain in worship or be dismissed before the reading 
for their own special time.  The learning could be a shortened version of Faith Camp activities, songs and prayer.  Children will be 
brought back into worship during the sharing of the peace to commune as a church family.  Please note that attending Children ’s 
Church is a voluntary option for our families.  

Times Fellowship Worship Growing in Faith 

9:15-9:30 Fellowship starts     

9:30-10:30   The Gathering Service Adult classes 
Intergenerational class/Learning groups 
Small groups 

10:30-11:00       

11:00-12:00   Heritage Service Adult classes 
Intergenerational class/Learning groups 
Small groups 

12:15 Fellowship ends     

Sunday evening     Confirmation learning group 
High School learning group 
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Family is just accident.... they don't mean to get on 
your nerves. They don't even mean to be your    
family, they just are. - Marsha Norman 
 
A website address is the place where people can 
find us on the world wide web (www).  Faith's     
address is www.faithchurchfamily.org.  What a 
risky name we have chosen as our "address."  The 
"family" has not always been a positive place for 
many people.  The first week of Faith Camp spent 
the whole week studying Joseph and the story of 
his family's failings and fallout.  But for many     
others there is something unique and wonderful 
about that structure of people in your life.   

And for others still, some people you consider      
family - aren't truly related to you.  Family is a wild, 
vulnerable place that when coupled with love and 
care is a landing place for all the important things 
in our life to take off from or to return. Families 
have conflict and drama - how could they not?  
They are the most primal places in our lives.  

I am very excited about our first Season of Learning 
to be steeped in the theme "We Are Family."  
Faith Lutheran Church has had its ups and downs 
over the years (like all families) and yet, the     

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Summer time is a great time to cool off 
with ice cream.  It is also a great time to 
donate blood because the blood bank is 
usually almost empty!  
 

Traditionally August is “Pint for a Pint” 
so plan on donating blood on August 7, 
and get a coupon for a pint of your    
favorite Blue Bell Ice Cream. 
 

If you are in good health, at least 17 
years old and weigh 110 pounds or 
more (or 16 years old, weigh at least 
121 pounds and have permission of 
your parents!) you should qualify to 
donate blood!    
 

Be sure to reserve your appointment by 
signing up in the narthex  or on line at 
www.giveblood.org (site number 1037). 

Signing up in advance means there will 
be adequate staff with a minimum of 
waiting time - plus you get extra commit 
for life points! 
 

If you are unable to donate please ask 
someone else to! Remember that the 
number one reason people give for not 
donating is that “no one asked me.”   
 

We also like to have extra special treats 

for our extra special donors and show 

the hared working blood drive staff a bit 

of Faith hospitality so if you would like 

to bring sandwiches or fruit or other 

snack please contact Linda at:                

713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com   

members still continue to gather together as a 
church family each week to pray together, learn 
together, share our joys and sorrows together, 
and be the people of God...together. 

This first season will begin on Launch Sunday 
(formerly Rally Day), September 11. There will 
be a family cookout, activities for all, and a    
family tree for your family to sign on a 
branch. This will also be the day that our       
children meet their Learning Group Leaders 
(formally Sunday School teachers) and learn 
where groups will gather on those Sundays.  
Remember that the first 2 Sundays of the month 
are reserved for  intergenerational learning   
together. We are family. 

I hope to see all members of our "family" at our 
last Faith Family Fun Night (August 12 at 6:45                     
PM) this summer.  This has been a great turnout 
for people of all ages to come together to eat, 
play games, and be together as a family.   

As Jane Howard said, Call it a clan, call it a    
network, call it a tribe, call it a family: whatever 
you call it, whoever you are, you need one. I look    
forward to our family growing together in 
Christ. 

I Scream, You Scream, We All Scream for Ice Cream! 

http://www.faithchurchfamily.org
http://www.giveblood.org
mailto:llamb53@hotmail.com


Thursday of every month. Our next two meetings 
will be August 4 and August 18 at 10:00 AM, in the 
Conference Room (101). 
 
Everyone is welcome!  
 
Bring a lunch and stay for the wonderful desserts 
and fellowship.   
 
For any questions or further information, please 
contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628 

Pastor Nelson will continue with the study of  
Revelation. We will explore this letter slowly in    
order for everyone to come to a deeper                 
understanding and feel more comfortable with this 
text.  
 
If you have ever had questions about this book,    
now is the time to come and study with us.  
 
Rebecca Ruth Circle meets  the first and third   

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

 Scripture prepares us for prayer by removing 
prayer blockades.  The Bible shows us how God 
wants us to live.  It reveals how our spiritual 
flaws, sins & failures, can obstruct our            
communication with the Lord and rob us of    
answers to prayers.  Psalm 66:18 states "If I had 
cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would 
not have listened."   
 
Therefore, we ask the Holy Spirit to show us any 
problems as we read the Word.  He does not 
expect spiritual perfection; He seeks an honest 
heart.  Then we fervently follow Jesus' direction, 
praying that we be found worthy.  Can we ever 
be worthy to stand in His presence?  Yes!  We 
can be worthy. 
  
Scriptures teach us how to pray God's 
Will.  Please refer to 1 John 5:14-15 - "And this is 

the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we 
ask anything according to His Will he hears us.  And 
if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the requests that we have 
asked of Him."   
 
Scripture is the key to praying in faith and faith is 
the key to answered prayer.  Praying Psalm 91 is 
powerful when you are asking for someone's     
protection as we often pray this Psalm for our    
military men and women now serving in war.  
The Lord is their refuge and fortress and they 
should not be afraid of the terror by night, nor the 
arrows/bullets that fly by day.  Also, God will give 
His angels charge over them and protect them.   
 
Remember that God wants us to come to Him with 
ALL our concerns whatever they may be, personal 
or for others.  Let's keep these prayers going. 

Prayer Corner 
Scripture Prepares and Teaches us to Pray 
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Save the Date 

Celebration Luncheon 

Sunday, October 9, 2011 

Faith Center. 

 

More information coming soon! 

 



Summer has been going great!  The children are enjoying splash day as always.  Pastor Kerry taught us a 
rain song in Chapel AND IT WORKED!  WE MADE IT RAIN.    

 

We had our annual Fourth of July parade and picnic and photographs of us made it into both the   
Southwest News and the Bellaire Examiner!   

 

We just filed our Annual Report for the NAEYC Accreditation.   I can not believe that the accreditation 
process was already a year ago. 

 

Our older three year old classes are bursting at the seams with a waiting list.  However, we have a few 
spots left in our Pre-K classes for the fall and four left in our Kindergarten class.  If you know anyone 
that is still looking for a school and fits our age ranges, have them call us at 713-664-3233. 

 

Don’t forget to check your product containers for Boxtops-4-Education.  There is a collection box at the 
information desk and one in the entrance of the school.  It is amazing how fast they add up!  The 
money that we earn this year is going to help replace our old water damaged furniture. 

 

Have a safe August. 

 

“I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, for ever; with my mouth I will proclaim thy faithfulness to all 
generations. For thy steadfast love was established for ever, thy faithfulness is firm as the heavens.” 

Psalms 89:1-2 

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Faith Family Fridays  
 Mark Your Calendars! 

August 12 
 

Please join us for another evening of 
fun and fellowship! 

Everyone is welcome (kids or no kids) 
to play games, watch movies, and eat 

together as a church family! 
 

Meet us in the Fellowship Hall at  
6:45 PM – we’ll see you then! 

 
RSVP to faithfamilyfrdays@gmail.com 

Tina Wood, our Day School Teacher of the 
Month, sat down and answered a few 
questions about herself to let people 
know more about her: 

Name: Tina Marie Wood 

What age do you teach and for how 
long?  I have been a Pre-K teacher for 24 
years. Children are four years old when 
they come to my class and are five when 
they leave for Kindergarten. 

What are your hobbies?  I love to cross 
stitch and do crafts projects. I don't seem 
to have much time these days to cross 
stitch and wok on projects but find them 
very relaxing  when I do. 

Where are you from?  I was born in  
Houston, Texas and have lived here all my 
life. 

Congratulations Tina Wood! 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Tell us about your family life:  I was    
married but now divorced. I have no    
children, except the children that I teach.  
I feel they are like my own. 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of 
people know about you?  Two things that 
come to mind. I have been a member of 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
for over 20 years and on a committee for 
10 years and love it! 

The next thing is I finally graduated from 
college in May 2010. It took a long time 
but I did it! 

What Inspires you to be a teacher?  As a 
little girl, we always played school.               
I always liked going to school and I knew 
after graduation I was going to college to 
be a teacher. Teaching is the best job in 
the world. Children are a blessing!  

mailto:faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com
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It began with a question posed by a family desperate to find help for a loved one suffering from 
cancer:  "We are coming to Houston for treatments at the Medical Center.  We don't have any 
place to stay and couldn't possibly afford a hotel for three months.  Can you help us?"   

 

It began with church leaders asking themselves another kind of question:  "What do we do with 
an empty parsonage?" 

 

So it is that a NEED + THE ABILITY TO HELP = A GREAT MINISTRY 

 

For the past 25 years, the mission of Faith House has been to provide comfortable, attractive, 
low cost housing in a safe environment to help ease the financial burden faced by patients who 
visit Houston’s Medical Center for extended medical care.  From the very beginning, the people 
of Faith Lutheran Church and many dedicated volunteers and donors have provided "A Place To 
Call Home" for families from all around our country.  It is time we have a party! 

 

The 25th Anniversary Celebration of Faith House will be held in the Faith Center on Saturday, 
September 24, from 6:30-8:30 PM.  We'll enjoy a catered meal, an awesome program and a  

keynote speech from Pastor Paul Schairer, Faith's senior pastor at the birth of the Faith House 
Ministry.  

 

Tickets will sold to cover the costs of the meal AND to raise money for capital improvements to 
our 25 year old buildings.  Tickets will be $25 for individual seats, $200 for a table for ten.        
You can purchase tickets from church council members or from the church office. 

 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend a wonderful celebration of a life-giving, life-
honoring and God-pleasing ministry that has operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, for the past 
25 years. 

Coming in September….The 25th Anniversary of Faith House 

A Place to Call Home 



Worship Does God’s Story 
by Clayton Faulkner 

 

Every time the church gathers together for worship it does God’s story. God’s story is that epic narrative 
that we can see unfolding throughout the Bible. When we step back and look at the big picture that the 
total Bible paints we can see a three-part story unfold. The three parts are creation, incarnation, and     
re-creation. Every time we gather for worship at Faith we do God’s story. 

 

The story of God begins at the story of creation. God, existing as a Triune community, created human 
beings to participate in the community of God. Unfortunately the idyllic community didn’t last forever 
and corruption and evil entered the picture. But God sets in motion the plan to redeem and fix           
everything that went wrong. Out of the desolation of the desert the line of Abraham is established to 
begin the process of bringing back the peace once found in the Garden. God kick-starts the plan of     
redemption. 

 

The incarnation of God is witnessed in the person of Jesus. Jesus was God's response after centuries of 
being nothing more to us than what we thought God should be: angry, insecure, and the vengeance-
seeking tyrant we would be if we were God. In Jesus, God’s loving desire to really be known overflowed 
the heavens and was made manifest among us. Jesus' humble mission was to become the Lamb of God 
that takes away the sins of the world. God comes to us and accomplishes for us what we cannot do      
ourselves: salvation. 

 

Re-creation is what the Holy Spirit brings about through the work of Jesus. Re-creation is the work of 
salvation healing all the broken areas of our lives. Re-creation is the new life we find as people born of 
water and the Spirit. Re-creation is the Jesus-garment that we put on when we become new creatures. 
Re-creation is the power of God to redeem everyone and everything. Re-creation is a new heaven and    
a new earth, where sorrows find their end and Jesus is the only light we need. Re-creation is the Garden 
restored. 

 

The story of God is the story that our worship does. How? Every time we lift our corporate prayers we 

acknowledge God as the Creator of every good and perfect gift. Every time we invoke the name of the 

Holy Trinity we recognize that God was before creation came to be. When we bring our gifts and        

offerings to God we realize that as the Creator, everything is already God's. That is how our worship    

remembers creation. Every time the Word of God is read and the Gospel of peace is proclaimed we hear 

Jesus. Every time the bread and wine are shared at the Table God's love is experienced anew in the  

community of his Body. That is how our worship remembers and experiences incarnation. Every time we 

prepare for the meal and hear the words "until he comes again" we anticipate the feast to come. When 

we share the peace we experience the reconciliation that comes from being new creatures. Every time 

we celebrate at the baptismal font we are connected with the death and resurrection of Jesus that 

brings us new life. That is how our worship experiences and anticipates re-creation. When you step 

through the doors on Sunday remember that we are doing God's story! 

MESSAGES NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

 
You can now listen to messages from Sunday at our church website www.FaithChurchFamily.org. Click on the "Messages" tab and 

you will find the most recent messages from our worship services. You can share this link with friends and relatives to introduce 
them to the ministry of Faith.  

 

Audio and video are now available . 
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Faith Camp is a vital aspect of Faith              
Lutheran’s youth ministry.  During these three 
weeks, campers gather to participate in this 
ministry from all over Houston including our 
surrounding community.  
 

The campers participate in many rotations       
including games, snacks, music, and crafts 
where they take part in hands on activities 
that reinforce what they learned in the    
morning’s manna time (the time where the 
campers learn the Bible story), allowing for a 
greater exposure to 15 different Bible stories 
each summer. Faith Camp operates using the 
curriculum established by Camp Hope        
ministries, which was founded over 20 years 
ago. 
 

This ministry matters because of the large 
percentage of our campers and staff whose 
families are not members at Faith Lutheran. 
Despite numerous changes in time and      
location over the past two years, Faith Camp 
has continued to thrive. Our campers  
continue to come back in search of guidance 

and acceptance in this church community. This year we served an average of nearly 90 campers per week, with our second 
week hosting over 110   campers. Over 75% of our staff attends a different home church, many of whom have served on 
staff for multiple years. 
 

Additionally, our camp reaches out to the greater community, with our oldest group of campers, called Disciple Campers, 
organizing, participating in, and leading a service project during each week at camp. This year, the Disciple Campers       
collected school supplies, hosted a food drive, and sent care packages to a group of Marines serving in Afghanistan. 
 

We think Faith Camp’s importance could best be described in this way, from the words of one of the members of our   
leadership team, Kathryn Tharpe: 
 

“Every single year I went to Faith Camp as a camper, I always found a role model in one of my staff. 
You could say I loved them like family and looked up to them in such a way as well. I returned as a 

staff year after year to, hopefully, leave the same impression on my campers as my staff left on me.” 

Another Great Year at Faith Camp 
By Camp Mangers—Julie Strickland and Kyle Zimmerman 
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FAITH CAMP 2011 
Here’s to another great year! 
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      
Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is to 
provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 

 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            
We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. We 
offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children will be in-
volved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an opportunity to grow 
socially.  

 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30-10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information. 

To All Friends of Faith, 

Our deepest appreciation for the cards, prayers and good wishes given to Bob and myself during Bob's recent cancer surgery.  

He received an excellent pathology report and is now looking forward to recouping his energy and returning to a "normal" life .  
We can never adequately thank you all for your thoughtfulness and support.  He now has his health back and, therefore,          
his life. 

 

Bob & Ida Medlen 

Congratulations, Pam O’Rourke! 

Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 

Pam O’Rourke, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the 
Month, sat down and answered a few questions about 
herself to let people know more about her: 

Name: Pam O’Rourke 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I teach the 
two year old Bumble Bee Class. 

What are your hobbies?  I enjoy reading, riding my bike, 
walking my dog and watching movies. 

Tell us about your family life:  I have been married to 
my husband, Terry for 26 years. We have two children, 
Meredith 22 and Terry Jr. 9. 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know 
about you?  One of the  most rewarding times in my life 
was being a foster parent to 11 children over the span of 

three years. It taught me so much about unconditional 
love and putting others first. Two great lessons I will 
cherish.  

What Inspires you to be a teacher?  My inspiration for 
becoming a teacher began with the birth of my       
daughter. I have a degree in Journalism, but couldn’t 
part with her. So I found a job in early childhood so she 
could be with me. I never look back and have been 
teaching on and off for twenty years. I thoroughly enjoy 
it and look forward to Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

I have been working at Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  
since 2008, when my son was in Kindergarten. He at-
tended this program and I fell in love with the school and 
staff. 

mailto:faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com


Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—August 2011 

9:30 August 7 August 14 August 21 August 28  

Acolytes 2   Michael Farner 

David Farner 

  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Kelley Keller 

Dewayne Hahn 

Wendy & Dave Farner Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Barbara McDowell 

 

Asst Minister 1      

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

Nancy & Jon Holmes Leslie, Bill, Samuel & 
Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael & 
Daniel Farner 

Laura, Stephen, Nathan 
& Zachary Michaud 

 

Greeters 2 

 

  Gene & Karen Ellison   

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Ida Medlen 

La Rae Nelson 

Ida Medlen 

La Rae Nelson 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

 

11:00 August 7 August 14 August 21 August 28  

Acolyte  Natalie Dorman    

Crucifer  Pierce Dorman    

Lector Bryan Ives Darlene Hardy Del Thompson Melanie Palmer  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Doug Milholland 

Troy Becker 

Doug Milholland 

Sara Karow 

Doug Milholland 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Bill Puryear 

 

Asst Minister Kyle Zimmerman Tiffany Menke Sharon Richter Bob Medlen  

Ushers 4 Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

 

Greeters 2      

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Ida Medlen 

La Rae Nelson 

Ida Medlen 

La Rae Nelson 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 
during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 
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Thank You from Lutheran Social Services 
 

Thank you so much for allowing us to host the LSS international adoption seminar at Faith Lutheran on June 11.  The room was 
the perfect size and the accommodations could not have been better.  It was incredibly helpful having access to the digital      
projector, screen, sound system and kitchen and the setting received rave reviews. The weekend staff member, Alisha (I believe 
that was her name) was very helpful and flexible in working with our group.  
 

In addition to the 7 families who are using LSS for their adoption process, we also had 12 families who will be hosting 11-14 year 
old children from Columbia this summer for three weeks.  Your generosity  has made a difference in the lives of these families 
who are providing a once-in-a-lifetime experience for orphaned children who might also be adopted some time in the future. 

 
I so much appreciate you graciously opening your doors to our cause and thank you for supporting our mission to provide  

families for children in need. 
 
Sincerely, 
Shonali A. Jacob, LCSW 
Adoption Caseworker 

Mark Your Calendars Now for 
Faith Family Camp at Lutherhill! 

 
Who?    Anyone who would like to go (retired people, parents with small children,  

single people with or without kids, young adults – anyone who would like to 
be included in our Faith Church Family) 
 

When?   November 4-6, 2011 
 

Where?   Camp Lutherhill in LaGrange, Texas 
 

Why?   Because we are different ages, have different interests, have  

 different personalities – and together we are a church family.  This is a 
chance for all of us to escape our everyday lives and come together for 
good food, fellowship, and Christian learning. 

 

How?   Registration and finer details will come in the fall.  Scholarship $$ is  

 always available for those who need and request it.  Just contact Jennifer 
Finley 

 

What Else?   Family and friends are welcome.  There are plenty of meaningful and fun  

activities for all ages including high ropes, canoeing, archery, crafts, and 
front porch sittin’.  Can’t wait to see you out there! 

    YOU’RE INVITED! 

Lutherhill Ministries • S’mores & Champagne Gala 2011 

 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 at 6:00PM 

The Woodlands, Waterway Marriott 

Benefiting the Outdoor Ministry at Lutherhill 
Live Entertainment • Silent Auction • Live Auction Signature • Raffle 

 

More information online www.lutherhill.org (Support LH) • Or call 979-249-3232. 



The following story is from 
Pastor Steve Cox, the Mission 
Interpreter Coordinator for the 
TX/LA Gulf Coast Synod: 
 
With sweat dripping down her 
brow, this young woman was 
clinging to the pine post for 
fear of falling. With the look 
that would scare any parent 
into a rescue mission she said, 
“I’m done!”.  
 
“It’s just two more steps to the 
top,” I yelled up to her. I felt 
my words were fading into the 
sky as she briskly shook her 
head. “I’m done” was all she 
replied.  
 
With multiple youth surround-
ing her, cheering her name and 
telling her to have faith, this  
11 year old took one more step 
up the pine pole. 
 
She was so close. All that was 
left was one more step for her 
to complete the “Leap of 
Faith,” a high ropes challenge 
at Lutherhill confirmation 
camp. The cacophony of voices 
shouting out praise for her 
success thus far was  

overwhelming. Could she make 
it one more step. 
 
“It’s called the leap of faith!”  
I shouted above the white 
noise. “You are not alone up 
there. We are here rooting for 
you to do it, but there is  
something more powerful with 
you. Do not fear!”. This young 
camper took the next step and 
found herself standing up on a 
telephone pole some 35 feet 
above the ground. 
 
There were no handles to hold, 
no rail to lean on, nobody to 
keep her steady, it was just her 
and the Lord. So she began to 
turn towards the  
trapeze-like bar which was her 
target…about six feet away.  
 
With only one chance to make 
it, she jumped with all her 
might and grabbed the bar. 
Dangling above the ground she 
then proceeded to do three 
pull-ups. On the way down the 
look of fear had changed to 
something very special.  
She had overcome her fear and 
done so with grace and 
beauty. The leap of faith had 
been a life-changing  

experience in this young  
camper's life and she is forever 
changed. Not only did she  
overcome her fears of heights 
and falling, she learned that 
even in the darkness God is 
there, leaping with you.  
 
Lutherhill provides such  
amazing experience for people 
of all ages and this past week 
one child had her life forever 
changed by God. 
 
As members of the ELCA and 
the TX/La Gulf Coast Synod,  
we support camping ministry 
each and every Sunday 
through our offerings and  
mission support dollars. Your 
actions have made this  
experience possible and I just 
wanted to tell you “thank 
you,” for your continual  
mission support. What you 
give does impact the lives of 
other. In doing so we provide  
a space for God action to  
actually change someone’s life 
forever. 
 
This young girl took a leap of 
faith, her life is forever 
changed, and you helped to 
make this possible. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

Story submitted by Christina Ferguson, Faith Stewardship Board 
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Under the banner, "Freed in 
Christ to Serve", 1,025 voting 
members drawn from 65  
synods (of the 4.5 million  
members of the ELCA) will be 
gathering in Orlando for the 
biennial Churchwide assembly. 
 
 

The Churchwide assembly is 
much like a congregational 
meeting or a synod assembly of 
the whole church.  There are 
business sessions, elections, 
consideration of the Church-
wide budget and action taken 
in response to resolutions. 
 

Participants from our synod 
were chosen at last year's 
synod assembly. 
 
We can follow the action at the 
assembly from home via the 
internet.  Go to www.elca.org 
and follow the links to the  
assembly. 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly:  August 15-19, Orlando, FL 

http://www.elca.org


 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard @ Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 
Mothers’ Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithchurchfamily.org (website) 
info@faithchurchfamily.org (e-mail) 

 
 

 
 

 
Rev. Kerry Nelson     Pastor 
Jennifer Finley      Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Stacy DeClouette     Operations Manager 
Clayton Faulkner     Director of Worship 
Kim Bright      Office Coordinator 
John Lacy      Database Administrator 
Alan Balius      Organist/Choir Director 
Sam Jones      Youth Alive! Youth Music Academy 
Alicia Obando      Building Manager 
Ana Rivas      Custodian 
Brenda Clarke      Faith Street Theater Director 
Debbie Helweg      Faith Day School Director 
Meric Pinkerton     Mother’s Day Out Director 
Rev. Jeff Kjellberg     KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 
 

Mountain Mover 

Faith Lutheran Church 

4600 Bellaire Blvd. 

Bellaire, TX 77401 

 

Return Service Requested 

Non Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Bellaire, Texas  
Permit 20 


