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Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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My mom's name was Carol.  She died in August of 2009.  I can't believe that three years have passed 

since then.  The end for her came very quickly.  Even though she lived in Minnesota, I had been with her 

the Friday before she died.  On Tuesday.  I was up there for my 30th high school reunion and my annual 

pilgrimage to the Sturgis motorcycle rally.  That was my last trip to Sturgis.  But this year I've been asked 

to perform a wedding for a couple so I'll be taking a few days to ride up there, officiate at the wedding, 

and turn around to come back home. 

 

Long hours on the seat of a motorcycle gives me plenty of time to think.  To dream.  To pray.  To wonder.  

This year, no doubt, I'll be thinking about my mom.  A long journey in a car focuses on the destination.  

But the immediacy of the motorcycle keeps the focus on the journey.   

 

I see life this way.  It is a journey, a drama, a dance.  But life also feels scripted, like a narrative, where we 

often live according to the roles which have been long prepared for us.  So the choir director's son sings 

in the choir.  The young man whose grandfather loved working with wood grows up to build homes.  The 

woman who discovered her gifts with the help of a special third grade teacher grows up to earn a PhD 

and teach other teachers.  You know what I mean. 

 

But this also can work in diabolical ways.  The abused child grows up to abuse children.  The criminal with 

two sons raises a cop and another criminal.  There is a profound mystery in all of this. 

 

I know I have been thus affected and the narrative of my life continues to dance around the DNA and life 

experiences of my ancestors.  I see my father's salesmanship in my son.  I see my Grandma Nelson's love 

for children and learning in my daughter.  And, ironically, I see my own mother's love for God and 

decidedly mixed feelings toward organized religion...in me.  But at least, I tell myself, I'm fairly aware of 

these steps in my dance.  I know, and I have known for a long time, that I want to be the kind of pastor, 

and I want to serve the kind of church, that my mother would feel at home in.  That is a mighty tall order.  

Probably unattainable.  Yet I think valuable...as if I had a choice. 

 

This past Sunday was amazing for me.  As we gathered for worship I knew that I would be talking about 

issues of addiction and recovery.  My mother died sober and that was truly a miracle.  Yet she seldom, if 

ever, heard her life experience come out in public at church.  She knew God was the source of her healing 

and yet "church" was uncomfortable going there.  So I make sure and give voice to that power. 

 

Sometimes I wonder if I do that too often—and then I look at the world around us.  The symptoms of 

addictive thinking and behavior lie behind everything from the proliferation of pornography on the 

internet, to the wars we fight over oil, to the national debt, and to politicians who, with straight faces, 

promise to cut our taxes.  Always something for nothing.  Magical thinking.  Wanting what we want when 

we want it with no regard for the consequences.  Evading responsibility and numbing our feelings with 

whatever works. 

 

Over against all of this stands God, still whispering an invitation to follow.  To trust God and let worthless 

idols fall by the wayside.  To do God's will, the next right thing.  To pray for and receive daily bread—to 

know the freedom of having enough.  To care about our neighbor, to receive their gifts, and offer what 

we can to be helpful. 

 

I pray that you are finding a God that works in your lives.  I pray that you not simply come to church, but 

that you are discovering the joy of being the church.  I pray that you are finding healing for the broken 

places in your lives, that you are open to the possibility that God wants to do something new and 

wonderful in and through you.  I pray that you feel at home at Faith.  But I also pray that you feel a bit 

uncomfortable.  I pray that you feel a kind of holy urgency, a restlessness, rooted in the reality that we 

aren't there yet.  There is more we can do, and only we can do it.  For doing the best we can is the best 

way to honor those who have gone before us.  The baton has been passed to us.  Now is our day to 

continue the race.  May God bless us along the way. 

Next Steps In 

Ministry 
 

Back in June, Faith 

played host to the 

new PTO of the 

Mandarin Chinese 

Magnet School (the 

new name for 

Gordon Elementary).   
 

With our support for 

their new Name That 

Book effort, we have 

taken another step in 

being a blessing to 

our wider 

community. 
 

We continue to study 

the possibilities of 

launching a new 

Faith Academy after-

school program.  If 

we do this, we want 

to do it with the 

same quality and 

care that lies behind 

our Day School, 

Mother's Day Out, 

and Faith House 

ministries.  We know 

it will be a challenge.  

It will be expensive.  

It will require both 

paid and volunteer 

staff. 
 

But we also know 

that, if we do it well, 

we will become a 

force for good in the 

lives of children and 

their families.  We 

will help children 

reach their God-

given capacities as 

people of value in 

the world.  It will be 

worth our effort. 
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Peru Immersion 2012! 
By Don Hodde 

Well, Peru Immersion 2012 is complete!  And what a trip it was! 

 

As I was preparing for this trip, I must admit I had mixed emotions.  For me, having been to Peru last 

year, I wondered how (if) this trip would really be any different than last year’s trip. I was 

apprehensive because I knew people we relied on last year for language translation were not going to 

be going with us this year.  I lowered my expectations. 

 

But as I should have expected, God had bigger plans than I did for this trip!   

 

First, he blessed me with the opportunity to travel with two wonderful 

teenagers from our congregation, Natalie Dorman and Elizabeth 

Menke.  I think I can speak for them when I say we, along with Peggy 

Hahn, all had a wonderful time getting to know each other better and 

representing Faith Lutheran during our visits with members and 

leaders at our sister congregation, Vida Nueva.  

 

We purchased supplies, packed, and 

delivered 200 school supply kits that will supply children in the 

Sembrando ministry program across the Lutheran Church in Peru!  In 

an act of faith, we made the decision to take on this ministry need 

prior to requesting gifts from the congregation to support the effort.  

And as always, Faith Lutheran members came through!  We collected 

almost $1,500 which was just what was needed to cover our costs!  It 

was clear to see God at work, blessing our efforts to provide for our 

friends.  Thank you all for your financial donations, and especially to 

Wendy Farner, Susan Tallman, Myra Condit, and the youth from Faith for preparing the supply kits for 

shipment!  You were all instrumental in making this ministry a success! 

 

And finally, another key highlight of the trip was sitting down with 

Pastor Pedro Bullon and leaders from Vida Nueva to talk about ‘next 

steps’ in building our relationship with each other.  It was a joy to 

hear that Vida Nueva prays for us at every worship service, just as we 

commit to doing for them!  While last year was more of a time of 

introductions and cordial fellowship, this year we were able to sit 

down together, along with a missionary translator, to have serious 

dialog about how we might become stronger partners in ministry.   

 

Vida Nueva’s leaders are strong men of faith.  In Peru, it is unusual to see this as there is very little 

adult male presence in the church.  To have a male pastor and two men serving as senior leaders 

alongside the women in the church is a welcome sight, one not so prevalent at the other churches we 

visit.  We discussed opportunities to help Vida Nueva do more in their community.  A key program 

they have started is providing after school homework assistance for 

children in the community.  They are aware that it would be beneficial to 

these children to have computer and internet access while at the church. 

Having these capabilities would also help better enable communication 

between the pastor and church members, as Pastor Pedro has a two hour 

commute to the church.  Perhaps these are aspirations we can help Vida 

Nueva realize in the year ahead! 

 

So once again, thank you so much for your prayers and encouragement for 

this ministry!  Perhaps getting involved with ministry in Peru is an 

opportunity to “Be a Blessing” that you have interest in.  If so, talk to 

someone on the Peru team or contact the church office. 



One of the most important lessons you can teach 

your kids is to care for the poor and needy.  The 

problem is that many people view the poor in a 

much different light than God does.   
 

"There will always be poor people in the land. 

Therefore I command you to be openhanded 

toward your brothers and toward the poor  

and needy in your land."  

- Deuteronomy 15:11  
 

How do you teach this lesson to your kids?  The 

greatest way to teach about poverty is to 

experience poverty. Our kids have seen poor 

people on the street or on a news program, 

however, most experience these scenes while in 

their air-conditioned car or on a comfortable sofa 

while watching TV.   
 

What could happen if you did servant projects AS 

A FAMILY and volunteered your time at Star of 

Hope homeless shelters downtown, or at SEARCH, 

or come with us to hand out lunches by the 

downtown Greyhound Bus station sometime?  

The youth do this on the third Sunday every 

month —anyone is welcome to make the lunches 

with the middle schoolers during the Learning 

Hour, pray with us over the 100 lunches, and then 

load up to go pass them out. Experiencing 

something like this could be life-changing for your 

whole family.   
 

Wendy Farner is a terrific role model for our teens 

via our homeless lunches ministry.  I watched her 

last week introduce herself to Raymond, a 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

homeless man. Wendy offered to pray for 

Raymond and then asked him to pray for her.  

He took that to mean—right then!  So Wendy 

was standing on the sidewalk praying WITH 

Raymond in front of the youth.  It was a terrific 

mentoring opportunity for all who watched.  

I’m sure Jesus was smiling right along with me. 
 

I continue to stress introducing yourself as you 

hand out a Grace Bag and ask for his/her name 

as well.  Asking a homeless person to pray for 

you gives them dignity in giving as well. 
 

Kids also love to give to a specific need, name, 

and face. Organizations such as Compassion 

International (compassion.com) and World 

Vision (worldvision.com) allow your family to 

give support to a specific child. You learn a little 

about their family and what your money is 

doing to help this child with the daily 

necessities of life. While we are still on this 

earth, there will always be poor.   
 

One of the best ways to help teach your kids 

about the poor is to show them how to do 

something to help them. It teaches them to 

follow scripture as well as taking the focus off 

of themselves and putting it where it needs to 

be…on others. We must be proactive in 

creating a generation of givers. Please don’t let 

the church be the ONLY place to do that! 
 

 

Blessings on your head! 
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End of the Summer Pool Party for Elementary Kids & Parents 
 

         Who?    Kids in Elementary School this Fall, Parents, and Siblings 

       When?    Saturday, August 25 from 5:00 - 7:00 PM 

      Where?    The Home of Patrick and Allison Stock-Bordnick 

5215 Braesheather, 77096 

What Else?    Pizza Available—Please Bring a Snack / Dessert 

 

FALL LAUNCH DAY - SEPTEMBER 9 

We Are All On the Same Team! 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us  

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run  

with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus…”  

- Hebrews 12:1-2 



One of my favorite hymns is “There Is a Balm in Gilead.” There is a depth to this hymn that expresses a 

longing for healing and wholeness. It acknowledges that there is a wellness in Jesus Christ that goes 

beyond physical healing and reaches into our very souls and even the entirety of creation. 

 

“Balm of Gilead” was an aromatic medicinal ointment. Jeremiah 8:22 asks, “Is there no balm in Gilead?” 

The refrain of this African American spiritual answers the question: “There is a balm in Gilead.” At first 

blush that seems like a strange answer, because the stanzas seem unconnected to it, until you realize 

that they tell you where the balm is located.  

 

It is not in Gilead or in any place in this world where horrible things like oppression and lynchings 

happen. No, it is the Holy Spirit who “revives my soul,” and it is Jesus who “is your friend” and “died for 

all.”  

 

This means that if you know where hope is found—namely, in God—the balm is paradoxically precisely 

in Gilead and in every other 

place in this world. Or, as 

James Cone said when he 

cited this spiritual, “Hope, in 

the black spirituals, is not a 

denial of history, [but] the 

belief that things can be 

radically otherwise than 

they are: that reality is not 

fixed, but is moving in the 

direction of human 

liberation.” 

 

Like many black spirituals, 

the origin of the text and 

tune for “There Is a Balm in 

Gilead” is difficult to track 

down. Many of these songs 

were anonymously handed 

down through an oral 

tradition. The song was 

probably formed in the 

early part of the nineteenth 

cen tu ry .  Th e  f i r s t 

appearance of the refrain 

was found in Washington 

Glass's 1854 hymn "The 

Sinner's Cure.” The 

complete spiritual appeared 

in Folk Songs of the 

American Negro in 1907. 

 

(Paul Westermeyer, Hymnal 

Companion to Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, Augsburg 

Fortress, 2010, p. 454-455.) 

There Is a Balm in Gilead 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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James 1:2-3  "Count it all joy, my brothers, when 

you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that 

the testing of your faith produces steadfastness." 
 

                         WORDS FROM JAMES 

No pain, no gain, they say. But when we're the 

ones in pain, the gain can seem too little, too late. 

Even James' words sound like a cruel joke when 

trials break us and our hope hangs by a thread. 

"Where," we ask, "is our steadfastness, our 

unwavering faith?" 
  
It is, of course, where it's always been. Our faith is 

in God's hands, and God is in our hearts, no 

matter how weakly they beat out God’s love. 

During trials, it is often hardest to see the benefits 

God is working for us. But that doesn't mean the 

benefits are not there. It doesn't mean God is not 

there. And it doesn't mean that our faith is not 

growing, even when we feel so very small. 
  
When we are suffering, God gives a simple 

solution: Pray. We pray for healing, for 

forgiveness, and for an end to suffering. We pray 

for the resurrection that will be ours on the Last 

Day. Sometimes, God's answers are slow and not 

to our liking, but they are always for our good. 

Most of all, we can cling to the knowledge that 

God has known pain—the pain of the cross—and 

that pain was most certainly for our eternal gain. 
  
Prayer: "Jesus, let us never forsake the gain you 

won for us. Amen." 

Prayer Corner 
By Peggy Porter 
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A Note From Mardi Mayerhoff 

It is hard to believe that the school break is about to come to an end.  Summer vacations will soon be 

replaced by early to rise, go to school, do your homework, have some fun, get some rest, and repeat 

for the next nine and a half months.  Even though a lot of us are no longer in school, our lives still seem 

to follow that timeline.  We gear up for new things in the Fall; we can’t wait for the Christmas break. 

Then the New Year comes with its resolutions.  Spring surprises us with its beauty; and we can’t wait 

for Memorial Day and summer to come again. 

 

Now is the time to plan for what you will be doing for your family and yourself this Fall. We have to 

figure out what our priorities are, then schedule time in our week for those items that make the list. 

Family time, work, and worship often make the top three.  Worship usually occurs on Sunday and then 

we think we have the rest of the week for work and family time.  But what if the rest of the week could 

have time for worship too?  What would that look like?  What if Paul’s question in I Corinthians 3:16 

“Do you not know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s spirit lives in you?” were to 

guide you in setting your schedule? 
 

Would you study your Bible and pray daily?  Would you try to keep your body healthy by eating 

nutritious foods in appropriate quantities? Would you build physical health through activities that 

included stretching and strengthening your muscles and your cardiovascular system?  Would you seek 

fellowship with people who could guide you and support you in your plan to take care of God’s temple? 
 

Faith Lutheran Church has a place where you can explore how to do all of the above.  The First Place 4 

Health small group meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 – 8:30 PM.  We focus on putting Christ first in 

our lives as the center of our being (the Holy Spirit within us).  We have a daily quiet time that includes 

Bible study and prayer.  We follow an eating plan that stresses eating nutritious foods in appropriate 

quantities.  We follow Jesus’ example of moving our bodies by finding time for physical activity each 

day. Our meetings include review of the Bible study, discussions about the food and activities 

programs, and sharing about the stresses in our lives that cause us to turn to food for comfort and 

sometimes turn away from activities and people.  We support each other in times of crises and in times 

of joy. 
 

If you are seeking a way to take better care of God’s temple, your body (physical and spiritual), mark 

your schedule now for Tuesday nights beginning September 18 through December 18 for time at Faith 

Lutheran Church in the First Place 4 Health meetings.  Call me at 713-203-1875 for more information. 
 

“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

 Matthew 6:33 



News from the Day School 
By Denise Adams, Day School Business Manager 

PAGE 7 A U G U S T  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  8   A U G U S T  2 0 1 2  I S S U E  8  

Congratulations Ellen Stowell 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Our Teacher of the Month sat down and answered a few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her. 
 

Name:  Ellen Stowell 
 

What age do you teach and for how long? I teach religion, help with the computer class, and 

occasionally substitute for all age groups. All together, I have taught for 30 years in different positions.  
  

What are your hobbies? I spent many years studying biblical Greek, but recently flute lessons have 

taken most of my free time, which I enjoy playing very much. 
 

Where are you from? I was born in Ridgewood, New Jersey. My home town is about 30 minutes 

outside of Manhattan.  I went to college in St. Davids, PA. 
 

Tell us about your family life: I am single and have no children. 
 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? I once climbed up Mount Washington 

in New Hampshire. 
 

What inspires you to be a teacher? When I came to Houston I took a job at a daycare. Then I received 

a call from the principal at Saint Charles who asked if I would be interested in teaching. I had such a 

wonderful experience, I decided to continue teaching. 

We have big news to share this month:  we have a new Director!  Her name is Kendolyn Cooper.  She  

was the Director of Curriculum and Instruction at the Children's Museum of Houston; before that she 

was the founding Director of a child care center in Washington, DC.  If you have a moment, please 

come and meet her. By next month we hope to introduce two new teachers for Kindergarten                

and Pre-K. 

 

As we move along through our summer, we are saying goodbye to many old friends as well as meeting 

new students. The heat keeps us inside in the afternoons (except for Friday splash days!), but we 

manage to spend a few minutes on the playground in the early mornings. Our gardens continue to 

bring compliments from people passing by…they seem to like the hot weather!   

 

As usual, our Fourth of July parade and picnic was wonderful!  We were all decked out in red, white, 

and blue and had a flag ceremony and sing-a-long, as well as a traditional picnic lunch with hot dogs, 

lemonade, and watermelon. 

 

We drew pictures and wrote notes to be added to the Cypress Cares boxes and were able to collect 

some treats and personal items as well.  We learned that the servicemen and women have to live far 

away from their own families to protect us and keep us safe.  Thank you for allowing us to help make a 

difference for our soldiers. 

 

Our units of study for August will be one of our favorites: Creepy-Crawlies, along with all their friends: 

frogs, snakes, and even our very own courtyard turtles!  We will also study Transportation and learn its 

history and how we move around today. 

 

The staff is anticipating their new Fall classes of students and are busy cleaning their classrooms and 

planning for the new school year.  Our first day of the Fall semester will be September 4.  We have a 

few spaces left in our Pre-K (4-year-old) and Kindergarten classes if you know of anyone who is looking 

for a spot in the best school in town! 
 

“Hear my voice when I call, O Lord…”   Psalms 27:7  
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Martin Luther said “Our faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing.”  Last 

week, in New Orleans, we were privileged to see this faith in action.  

33,000 young people traveled from all over the country to practice 

peacemaking, justice, and discipleship at the Youth Gathering.  Peggy 

Contos-Hahn is an amazing gift to the church at large:  each day, through 

her leadership, 11,000 teens in orange t-shirts fanned out across New 

Orleans to paint homes, plant gardens, stock libraries, learn about sex-

trafficking, or engage more deeply in the important work of becoming 

literate in cultures different from their own.  Susan Tallman led a team of teens, including our own 

Elizabeth Menke, in painting brightly colored canvases to hang in the halls of New Orleans elementary 

schools to improve literacy and provide encouragement to learning.  The New Orleans Civic Center was 

given over to peace-making activities that were real learning opportunities for our youth in attendance: 

Joseph Bement, Mia Copeland, Michael Farner, Paul Hodde, 

Stephanie Huywler, Connor Murphy, Dylan Murphy, and 

Michael Sanchez.  Our youth visited an area called “The Wall,” 

where people from countries victimized by ethnic cleansing and 

violence shared the stories of how the walls built between 

people had come to crush those on both sides of the divide.  

We attended a presentation on disabilities awareness and 

learned how subtle changes in space and liturgy can make 

worship accessible to everyone.  The 100 Wells Challenge gave 

youth an opportunity to experience a “water walk,” the daily 

journey endured by many in Africa to secure drinking water for 

their families.  Inspired to address the suffering of their brothers and sisters, the youth in attendance 

raised over $300,000 to build water wells for those who need them. 

 

Every evening, all of the youth and their adult leaders gathered 

together in the Superdome to worship the God who loves and saves 

us all.  A building steeped in the tragedy of Hurricane Katrina was 

filled with song, dancing, joy, and laughter.  The speakers each had an 

inspiring story to tell.  Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber shared the story of 

how the Lutheran understanding of God’s redeeming grace had 

transformed her life, led her to seminary, and to found a church that 

has grown from just 8 to 180 people in a few years.  Shane Claiborne 

shared the story of how he was arrested and jailed after he fed the 

homeless and served them Holy Communion.  This was a powerful message for our own youth, who 

continue their ministry of feeding the homeless in Houston. Leymah Gbowee, a Liberian woman who 

won the Nobel Peace Prize, challenged our youth to stop waiting for a Ghandi, a King, or a Mandela to 

show up to save the world.  “You,” she said, “have the light of Christ in you.  You have the power to 

change the world.”  Pr. Andreena Ingram is an HIV positive Lutheran pastor.  She shared the story of 

how she journeyed from homelessness to wholeness through the grace of God and the love and 

support she received at a Lutheran congregation.  Equally inspiring were the stories of young people 

who served as missionaries in South Africa and Tanzania. 

 

On Sunday morning, the Youth Gathering was the largest Christian worshipping community in the 

United States.  On that morning, we were all “citizens with the saints,” one people of God joined 

together in the peace of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:14-20).  We are all so grateful to Faith for its support 

of the youth program.  We are grateful, too, 

for Jennifer Finley’s joyous leadership on 

our trip. Finally, we give thanks to God that 

we are part of a larger church body—the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—

that is so deeply dedicated to inspiring our 

youth and teaching them how to live out 

their faith in the world.  

Citizens with the Saints: Reflection on the Youth Gathering 
By Kathy Patrick 
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August All-Church Learning:  The Faith Discovery Path 

All adults and high school students are invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall for an all-church learning 

series on the first three Sundays in August.  We will meet from 10:15 —11:00 AM.  This will be a great 

chance to meet some new people, and share good food for both body and spirit. 

 

The topic will be a "peek" at the information we share as we welcome new people into the life of our 

congregation.  We are calling this our "First Steps @ Faith Discovery Path."  Pastor Nelson promises 

that this series will be "informative, interactive, and interesting." 

 

♦ Sunday,  August 5 "Discovering Faith" 

♦ Sunday, August 12 "Discovering Self" 

♦ Sunday, August 19 "Discovering Your Spiritual Self" 

 

August is also the month of the "Great Sign Up Table" as we seek to build and fill the learning groups 

and small groups that will experience life together in our next Season of Learning.  If you have an idea 

for a new small group, especially if you would like to be a small group host at a time and place other 

than Sunday morning in church, please let us know in the church office so we can talk more about how 

that works and how we can help it happen. 

1.  We have more guests in one year than we think. An average of three guests per Sunday is a pool of 

150 people who might be seeking God in their lives or even a new church home. 

 

2.  Many of our guests are going through situations that make them more responsive to God—moving, 

changing jobs, getting divorced, having kids, etc.  They need love! 

 

3.  Our guests assess very quickly whether or not they are coming back.  This happens much faster than 

we think, certainly within the first ten minutes. 

 

4.  Our guests represent step one of accomplishing the Great Commission—these are the people 

coming to you!  People sometimes report feeling ignored at a new church, but can you imagine a 

fisherman ignoring fish that swim to the boat even before he casts a net? 

 

5.  A guest who is attending church for the first time may represent years of prayer, service, and 

invitation by a church member.  We have one chance to make a first impression—let's make a good 

one. 

 

6.  Studies show that guests will talk about their initial experiences 8-15 times with other people. Serve 

guests well and we multiply our message out in the wider community. 

 

7.  A welcoming ministry is a great “shallow end of the pool” to get people involved in service for the 

first time.  How open are we for people to just jump in? 

 

8.  Building a great ministry to guests nourishes a culture of hospitality because of the concrete 

reminders to the entire congregation that guests matter. 

 

9.  Investment in a welcoming ministry is an investment into every other ministry oour church offers.  

New people bring new gifts, talents, passions, and perspectives. 

 

10.  We are commanded in Scripture to be hospitable. The Greek word philoxenia literally means to 

“love strangers” and is used in Romans 12:13 and Hebrews 12:3. 

Guests at Church: Top Ten List for a Welcoming Congregation 
By Diane P. Hecht, Board of Outreach Chair 
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The core values at Faith Lutheran Church that inspire us and drive us forward are: 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life  

• Radical hospitality 

• Discipleship over membership 

• Spiritual renewal 

• Community involvement 

Summertime, Kids, Ice Cream, and Blood Drive 
By Linda Lamb, Board of Social Ministries 

Summertime is a time to have fun, eat ice cream, and remember to donate blood.  The need for blood 

never goes on vacation!  
 

My childhood memories of summertime are going to the swimming pool, camping trips, and nonstop 

playing!  Most evenings I waited impatiently on the front porch for the Mr. Softee Ice Cream truck to 

get an ice cream cone. 
 

For some children, like Kaylee, childhood memories will include days at the hospital, painful tests, and 

treatment which includes blood components. Kaylee, Janis Frnka’s granddaughter, has been 

diagnosed with leukemia, a cancer of the early blood forming cells.  At the Blood Drive on August 5 

we are honoring Kaylee, who represents the children – and other patients—whose treatment often 

includes blood components which are only available if someone takes the time to donate them.    
 

Blood is critically needed every day, yet only a small percentage of the eligible U.S. population 

donates blood in any given year.  If you are healthy, at least 17-years-old and weigh 110 pounds or 

more (or 16-years-old, weigh at least 121 pounds and have permission from your parents) you should 

qualify to donate blood.  
 

Automated donations will also be collected at this drive.  During an automated donation, a machine 

separates out blood components (either double red cells or platelets and plasma) with the remaining 

blood being returned to you.  The type of donation that is right for you, either automated or whole 

blood, is determined by height, weight, blood type, and community need.  Time available is also a 

factor since automated donation takes longer than a whole blood donation. 
 

All donations made at the Blood Drive on August 5 will be regular donations to the blood bank and 

not specifically for Kaylee.  It is necessary to have a doctor’s order for a “directed donation” and that 

donation can only be used for that individual patient.  We’re glad to say that Kaylee is not in need of 

directed donations at this time. 
 

All donors will receive a coupon for a pint of their favorite Blue Bell Ice Cream so make your 

appointment today! Schedule at www.giveblood.org - site 1037 or call Linda Lamb at 713-667-6242. 



Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 
 

Summer at Mother’s Day Out 

  

August is a fun-filled month!  First we have splash day with little pools, sprinklers, slides, and lots and 

lots of water.  Next we have messy outdoor day, when it's OK to get DIRTY!  We have dirt to play in, 

shaving cream to smear, and yummy ice cream sandwiches to drip all over us.  Throughout the month, 

different classes will be talking about all kinds of animals—circus, jungle, and sea creatures.  So don't be 

scared if you hear a few roars! 

 

Getting To Know You days are two days at the end of August where new students and parents come to 

meet their teachers and new friends.  We can't wait to meet all of our new friends!   

 

All of the Mother's Day Out staff and students would like to wish the Leap Frog class all the best in their 

new adventures. Mrs. Pam, our Leap Frog Teacher, did a great job preparing them for Pre-K and 

Kindergarten.  Way to go Leap Frogs! 

 

We hope everyone has had a wonderful summer because we sure have! 
 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday and Thursday, from 9:00 AM—2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of two teachers to ten students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM, by appointment only. 
 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
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Rachel Miculka, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few  

questions about herself to let people know more about her:     

   

Name:  Rachel Miculka 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have been teaching the 3-year-old class for four years. I 

have been at Mother’s Day Out for four years. 

 

What are your hobbies?  I love to write short stories about just about anything. I also love classic 

black and white movies and animated movies. 

 

Tell us about your family life:  I am very blessed to have wonderful parents who show me the true 

meaning of love every day. I have two amazing sisters, one older and one younger. I also have a little 

brother who I am very proud of; he is a United States Marine.  

 

Fun facts about you or something people don’t know about you.  I love roller coasters—the bigger, 

faster, scarier—the better! 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  The fact that I love children. They make me smile, laugh, and 

also think. I have been a teacher of some kind for 13 years and every day a child still teaches me 

something new. What other job or career can give you that? 

Congratulations Rachel Miculka  

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 
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by Christine Donahue, Gulf Coast Synod Mission Interpreter Coordinator 

On June 23, 2012, thousands of 

people streamed into Montrose 

from all over the TX-LA area for 

the annual LGBTQ Pride Festival, 

and Grace Lutheran was there, 

ready to welcome them! The 

sweltering heat didn't stop the 

joy of the people who gathered, 

but water was for sale at the 

festival for $3/bottle, and lines 

at the porta-potties drive festival 

goers to neighboring merchants, 

who also charged $3 for use of 

bathrooms. Grace Lutheran, with 

a prime location two blocks from 

the festival entrance, opened its 

doors to offer festival-goers free water, bathrooms, air-conditioning, and a friendly smile.  

 

Grace has a long tradition of spreading God's love through dancing in the Pride Parade and greeting people 

at the festival.  This year Grace's theme for the parade was the Circus, where "All are welcome under our 

Big Tent."  Grace members and friends happily painted signs and gave their costumes finishing touches 

throughout the festival open house, so festival goers who stopped in for water were often greeted by 

Pastor Lura in a rainbow tutu or members sewing lion's ears.  Guests enjoyed the playful atmosphere, and 

experienced a true, warm welcome! 

 

Joining Grace Lutheran was a group from Light of Christ Lutheran Church in La Porte, TX.  Pastor Gary 

Morgan-Gohlke and five members of Light of Christ helped greet visitors, and marched in the parade with 

Grace.  One magical Holy Spirit moment came when a young woman asked Pastor Lura, "I love that Grace 

Lutheran is a welcoming congregation in Montrose, but what do people like me, who live in Pasadena do, 

when we need a congregation that will welcome us?  Do we need to drive in all the way to Montrose?"  

Pastor Lura was delighted to be able to turn to Pastor Gary, right beside her, and say, "No, here is a pastor 

and a congregation that would love to have you!" 

 

Grace Lutheran would love to have your congregation 

join us in welcoming people next year, so that when 

someone turns to us and says, "Where can I worship 

in Bellaire, or Cypress, or New Orleans?" we'll be able 

to introduce you and your pastor to them!  Please join 

us, in air-conditioned comfort, as we extend 

hospitality and entertain angels, or even in the 

sweltering heat and a silly costume as we dance down 

the streets of Montrose in the Parade! 

 

We, as the ELCA, are a church where all are welcome.  

We are justified by grace through faith alone.  We are 

called to love our neighbors as ourselves. Thank you, 

Grace Lutheran and Light of Christ for showing us how 

to love our neighbors and how to be the church in the 

communities in which our churches are placed!  

 

 

We cannot be quiet about what we have seen and heard! Acts 4:20 
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“While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an 

alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his 

head. But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way? 

For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the 

poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a 

good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them 

whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my 

body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, 

what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” (Mark 14:3-9) 

 

Each of us has a story to tell — a story of faith which is uniquely ours and has developed through the 

years. For many, baptism began a journey filled with important milestones: Sunday school classes, 

confirmation and first communion, choir, youth groups, Bible study, and service groups. Perhaps you 

shared your pocket change as a Sunday school offering, participated in Faith Camp, raised money to 

attend a Youth Gathering, or wrote a check to support a local disaster response. Now, you may be 

starting to consider how you want your legacy of faith to be remembered for generations to come. 

 

There are numerous ways to ensure that your legacy of faith is remembered at the church for years to 

come.  Our Board of Stewardship and Finance is working to bring various speakers from time to time to 

discuss these options.  Last month, Rev. John Hunsicker of the Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest 

presented a workshop titled “Get Your Ducks in a Row” to explain how to reduce or eliminate estate 

taxes, leave assets to your heirs, and still be able to leave a monetary legacy gift for ministry.   

 

With the estate tax regime constantly changing, the month of August is a good time to review your estate 

plans and review what legacy you want to leave.  My husband and I just finalized our wills (which has 

been on my to-do list since we were married over three years ago), and took that opportunity to evaluate 

what legacy we hope to leave after we are gone.  The Board of Stewardship and Finance has resources to 

assist you in this process; please feel free to contact Doug Elsen or myself to connect you with these 

resources.  As always, thank you for all that you do to support the church!   

The Bible study will be on Thursday, August 9 at 10:00 AM. Please note this is the second Thursday, not 

the usual first Thursday.  We will enjoy a wonderful potluck lunch and great friendship after our Bible 

study.  All are welcome! 

 

If you have any questions please contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

by Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 

Women’s Connection 

Women’s Connection does not meet during the summer months. We hope to see you in the Fall when 

our meetings resume.  If you are interested in joining the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda 

Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 
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Join us Friday, August 10 at 6:45 PM  

for great fun and awesome fellowship with friends and family!  

We will play games, enjoy conversation, and have dinner together. 

 

RSVP to faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—August 2012 

9:00 

 

August 5 August 12 August 19 August 26 

Acolytes 2 Annabelle Allen 

Tommie Huwyler 

Jacob Boihem 

Michael Farner 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Tommie Huwlyer 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Thomas Spratlin 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Wendy & Dave  

Farner 

Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Mark & Marsha  

Zimmermann 

Asst Minister 1 Susan Tallman Michael Farner Michael Farner Dottie Wichmann 

Ushers 4 Leslie, Bill, Samuel, &     

Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael 

& Daniel Farner 

Nancy & Jon 

 Holmes 

Megan, Wade, Luke, 

& Lucy Paulson 

Greeters 2 

 

 Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  

Common 

Grounds 

Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  

Visitor  

Center 

Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  

Altar Guild 2 Joann Welton  

Tina Wood  

Joann Welton  

Tina Wood  

Susan Tallman  

Doris Williams 

Susan Tallman  

Doris Williams 

11:15 August 5 August 12 August 19 August 26 

Acolyte Quinn Otte Thomas Menke Quinn Otte Emma Keller 

Crucifer Emma Keller Meredith Milholland Natalie Dorman Jonathan Mierstchen 

Lector Jan Zunker Peggy Porter Susan Ashley Sara Karow 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mark Anderson 

Jeff Addicks 

Alexis Salazar 

Tyler Grimsby 

Alexis Salazar 

Tyler Grimsby 

Melanie Palmer 

Bill Puryear 

Asst Minister Melanie Palmer Melanie Palmer Myra Condit Sharon Richter 

Ushers 4 Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Greeters 2 Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  

Visitor Center Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  Property Board  

Altar Guild 2 Joann Welton  

Tina Wood  

Joann Welton  

Tina Wood  

Susan Tallman  

Doris Williams 

Susan Tallman  

Doris Williams 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 

trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 



August Calendar Events 

 

1 Wednesday –  3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

2 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

3 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

4 Saturday – All Day Back To School (FC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204)  / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

5 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 8:00 AM Blood Drive (300) / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

6 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control  

 

7 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) / 

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (207) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) /  

7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA 

 

8 Wednesday –  9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

9 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 10:00 AM RR Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Sanc) / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

10 Friday – 6:45 PM Faith Family Fun Night (FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

11 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300)  

 

12 Sunday –  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning  / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

13 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

  

14 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM DS Staff Meeting (FH)  / 

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

  

15 Wednesday – All Day MM Articles Due / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

16 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Off Campus) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

17 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

18 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300)  

 

19 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

20 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

21 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101) / 

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA 

 

22 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

23 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM MM Assembly / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

24 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

25 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300)  / 4:00 PM  Elementary Kids Pool Party 

 

26 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 

 4:30 PM Handbells (202)  

 

27 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

28 Tuesday –  8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) /  

7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

29 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

30 Thursday –  8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

31 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)                               



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithchurchfamily.org (email) 
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Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 

Dr. Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling 281-480-7554 
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