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Scattered Thoughts 
by Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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“Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for 

your servant is listening.”  1 Samuel 3:10 

 

Sometime before Christmas, Kirk Campbell, the Program Director for Cornerstone Recovery, invited me 

to a workshop on prayer and meditation scheduled for January.  I put it on my calendar but didn’t give it 

much thought.  When the day came, I headed to St. Martin’s Episcopal where it was to be held. 

 

We met in the newest building on their campus, the Hope and Healing Center.  It was an amazing 

building, all dedicated for use by various recovery groups and healing ministries.  We met in a room set 

up just like a college lecture hall with a steeply sloped floor, theater seating, a large screen in the front of 

the room, and a video camera projecting what the presenter was writing on the white board.  I was so 

encouraged to know that an influential church like St. Martin’s was taking seriously the interplay between 

spirituality and recovery—something near and dear to my heart and a cutting edge movement across the 

church. 

 

The workshop was so simple and so powerful.  The presenter, a priest from Austin who is a leader in the 

recovery ministries of his diocese, kept a packed house full of teenagers captivated and engaged by 

helping them trust the presence of God in their lives and God’s availability to them...if only they be willing 

to give God some of their attention.  I came away affirmed and encouraged that we are on the right track 

here at Faith with the desire to build that bridge. 

 

The key teaching was to revisit prayer, not so much as talking to God but actually listening for God’s 

voice.  How?  By creating time and space for a very simple exercise in listening prayer.  Here are the 

suggested steps: 

 

• Pick a place for morning prayer.  It can be a room or even just a chair.   

• Take a moment to get quiet.  Use a devotional book or Bible for something short to read. 

• Take another moment to listen for your question for that day.  It can be anything.  As soon 

as you have a question, write it in a journal or notebook. 

• Under the question, write a personal address to you from God.  Something like “My dear 

child” or “Dear (your name).” 

• Then sit quietly for 5-10 minutes.  Just listen.  Notice the thoughts passing through your 

mind.  When something significant comes up, write it down as though God was writing a 

letter to you.  Don’t edit your thoughts.  Don’t worry about neatness or correct-ness.  Just 

write down what comes. 

• When you finish, sign the note with your preferred name for addressing God. 

 

For many years, when I was writing daily devotions, that was just about exactly what I did, without 

realizing what I was doing.  Now, as I take a break from that writing, I’ve been missing that morning quiet 

time.  I see now that by taking time away from the devotions I was creating space in my life to discover 

something new.  I’ve been practicing listening prayer in the morning or later in the day when the 

mornings are too hectic.  Many of our church council members are joining me in it.  How about you? 

 

For Lent this year we will be exploring the Holy Spirit on Wednesdays and reviewing the Five Core Values 

of our Mission Frame on Sundays.  Both topics tie in to listening prayer because they are about noticing, 

about listening, about being mindful and paying attention.  I hope you find them a blessing in your life. 

 

Some time ago I learned that there was a difference between jumping on board with what God was up to 

rather than trying to manipulate God into joining us.  Listening, noticing, and trusting the process are all 

part of that.  There is much promise in that and I’m excited to learn along the way what the Spirit wants 

to teach us. 

 

Let’s Talk 

About 

Mission 
 

In January the 

congregation was 

invited to come 

and talk with 

members of the 

Church Council 

about the prospect 

of calling an 

Associate Pastor. 

 

Why should they 

have all the fun? 

 

This year during 

Lent I am setting 

aside several 

opportunities for 

us to get together 

to talk about how 

things are going 

for you and for 

Faith. 

 

We’ll use the 

Connection Cards 

to help you sign up 

to come.  Here is 

the schedule for 

“Conversations 

with Pastor 

Nelson”: 

 

Sundays, 2/24; 

3/3; 3/10 at 12:15 

PM, 4:00 PM, and 

6:30 PM. 

 

Wednesdays, 2/20; 

2/27; 3/6; 3/13; 

3/20 at 7:45 PM. 
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“Images from the Ash Wednesday liturgy are spoken over bodies not only in church buildings at the 

beginning of Lent but also outdoors in all seasons of the year: “We commit this body to the ground; earth 

to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust” (ELW, p. 284). In the funeral liturgy, such words are spoken after 

the body is laid in the grave and as earth is cast onto the coffin, or as ashes are placed in the earth or into 

a columbarium. Each year, the Ash Wednesday liturgy offers every member of the church words and a 

gesture that seem to have arrived, ahead of time, from our own funeral liturgy. Earth is placed on our 

bodies, scriptural words about the inevitable decomposition of our bodies are spoken over us: 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Among the many things that Ash 

Wednesday accomplishes is a small-scale, ritualized, near-death experience.” (Excerpt from Worship 

Guidebook for Lent and Three Days, Augsburg Fortress, 2009, p. 18) 

 

In seminary I had a systematic theology professor who often welcomed us to class with these words: 

“Greetings, frail creatures of dust!” Now, that may seem like an odd way to welcome people, but it has a 

theological underscoring that is significant. In the end, after all is said and done, we go back to being 

what we were all along – dust. 

 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent in our liturgical calendar. It occurs 46 days before Easter. The 

precise date of Ash Wednesday is always moveable, falling on a different date each year because it is 

dependent on the date of Easter. Why 46 days? According to the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 

Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desert before the beginning of his public ministry. Ash Wednesday 

marks the beginning of this 40-day liturgical period of prayer and fasting. Why are there an extra six 

days? Because there are six Sundays during the season of Lent, and every Sunday is the day of 

resurrection (a little Easter). On Sundays the fast of Lent is broken in celebration of the resurrection. 

 

Ash Wednesday gets its name from the practice of placing ashes on the forehead as a sign of mourning 

and repentance to God. The ashes used are typically created from the burnt palms of the previous year's 

Palm Sunday services. 

 

Historically, Ash Wednesday and the following season of Lent was the time of final preparations for 

baptism. Catechumens, people desiring to join the church and receiving instruction about the Christian 

faith, experienced an intense time of prayer, fasting, exorcisms, and teaching. Finally, at dawn on Easter 

Sunday, after an all night Vigil, the catechumens were baptized and welcomed into the body of Christ by 

participating in the Eucharist for the first time. Ash Wednesday was the beginning of a season of life, 

death, and renewal. 

 

But why do we have to 

be so morbid about it? 

Because no matter how 

much wealth, no matter 

how many material 

possessions, no matter 

how much plastic 

surgery, no matter how 

much exercise and 

fitness, no matter how 

much success, no 

matter how much fame 

and notoriety, in the 

end, we go back to 

being what we were all 

along – dust. 

Ashes to Ashes 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 



We are studying the Lord’s Prayer in Confirmation right now.  I told stories last night about how I 

remember taking my unchurched friend to Confirmation Camp in 1981 and studying the same thing that 

week.  I remember my friend telling me that she “hated the Lord’s Prayer.”  How can someone HATE the 

Lord’s Prayer?!!?  She shared with me that from the opening line “Our Father…” she was already 

dejected.  You see, for her, a “Father” was someone who walked out on his kids and wife for a younger, 

shinier version.  A “Father” sent birthday cards in the wrong months and made no effort to be involved in 

his kids’ lives.  So the rest of the prayer was garbage to her because the opening line was so full of hurt. 

 

Even being 13 years old, my heart ached for her.  That was an epiphany for me because my dad was so 

terrific and loving and involved and vital to my character and development, that I couldn’t wrap my head 

around what she was saying.  Even still, I think of God as an extension of my earthly father.  My dad died 

when I was 22 years old, but my friend helped me to be more thankful for the years I had him rather than 

sorrowful for the many years I haven’t.  Is there a more powerful emotion than LOVE or a deeper feeling 

of loss than to not be LOVED? 

 

Another story...20 years ago when I used to volunteer with Kinsmen’s youth and before I was a full-time 

church professional, there was a very challenging 7th grade boy with whom I had many run-ins.  I found 

myself inwardly groaning when he would walk into youth group or the Sunday School room.  He was 

belligerent, loud, disrespectful, and at times - just plain gross.  One night the youth group was putting on 

a Dinner Theater for a fundraiser.  I invited my best friend, Jules (you’ve read about her).  During his act, 

she kept laughing and saying, “he’s really funny.”  “That kid is really cute.”  “REALLY?” I replied.  And then 

it was as if scales fell from my eyes.  I saw him completely differently.  

He was funny.  He was witty, somehow charming, even.  From that 

moment, I learned to ask God to show me the “Jesus” in those who 

seem unlovable to me.  I am a sinner.  I can be myopic.  But love 

changes all things.  Love changes attitudes, minds, circumstances, and 

lives.  

 

This is the LOVE month - February.  May we all look for the Jesus  

in others and live by love.  What a wonderful world this could be. 

 

Blessings on your head! 

 

The last picture taken with  

my dad, Jerry Lamb 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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Team Heritage VS Team Gathering  

2nd Annual FLC Souper Bowl of Caring Challenge!! 
The REAL game will be from 9:00 AM - 12:15 PM on Sunday, February 3. 

 

We will be going head-to-head again in an effort to rally our teams and raise 

money for hungry people in our community and city.  At the end of each worship 

service, our teenagers will be donning oven mitts and banging on empty soup 

pots to remind us all of the empty stomachs that live among us. 

 

Please wear the color of your “team” that morning: 

TEAM HERITAGE - BROWN  TEAM GATHERING - GREEN 

Bring money to put in the pots.  Nonperishable food items will also be collected. 

 

Last year’s stats:  Team Heritage ($1,304.82).  Team Gathering ($1,054.02). 

All monies will be split between the Houston Food Bank and  

Gethsemane Food Pantry of CCSC. 
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If you are wanting to be a part of Faith Camp this summer, now is the time to register as a camper or apply  

as a support or paid staff member.  Both can be done on Faith’s website FaithBellaire.org. 
 

I have been busy interviewing and hiring.  And I would like to announce my current Leadership Team: 
 

Haley Christians - Assistant Camp Manager 

Zach Boihem - Games Director   Katy Oliveira - Crafts Director 

Erin O’Dea - Music Director   Quinn Otte - Kitchen Director 
 

I have also been interviewing Support Staff and Small Group Leaders.  What Jennifer and I are working on 

next is recruiting Positive Adult Presences (PAPs) for Faith Camp.  Are you able to commit 2 hours or more a 

week to watch Faith Camp in action and be encouraging and supportive for our staff?  If so, please contact 

Jennifer Finley at the church office. 
 

Here are a few other reminders for you... 
 

♦ Early Bird Discount until April 1 

♦ Campers = Children currently in Kindergarten - those who have completed 5th grade 

♦ Support Staff = Teens completed 6-8th grade 

♦ Paid Staff = Teens completed 9-12th grade 

Update on Faith Camp 2013 
by Tessa Holmes, Faith Camp Manager 

Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 
There is Something for Everyone 

 

Young Families - Single and married parents of infants, babies, and toddlers 
• Every Sunday morning from 10:15—11:00 AM in room #155 

• March Social - at the Lerch’s home 

 

Elementary School Families - Single and married parents with children K-5th grade 
• February (TBA) - Happy Tea House 

• March (TBA) - “Jungle Book” play 

• April 26-28 - Spring Family Camp at Lutherhill 

• May (TBA) - Dinner Night 

 

High School Families - Youth in grades 9-12 and their folks 
• February 2 - Rockets Game 

 Contact Karen Elison ASAP if you would like to go.  Tickets are $15.  Friends are welcome! 

• February 16-17 - HS Retreat at Lutherhill 

 Contact Jennifer for details and a registration form 

• March 16 - “Do Justice Day” 

 Watch for registration forms soon 

 

Faith Families - Anyone of any age, marital status, kid status, etc.  This is for EVERYONE 
• February 9 - Family Howdy Valentine Dance (no Valentine required!) 

 Rodeo dress.  Potluck.  6:30—9:30 PM.  Country dance lessons and lots of fun are available! 

• March 22 - Family Outdoor Pajama Movie Night 

• April 12 - 2nd Annual Family Talent Show 

• May 10 - Family Sports Night 

• June 14 - Family Art Night 

• August 9 - Family Game Night 

• September 27 - Family “Minute to Win It” Game Night 

• October 25 - Family Trunk or Treat 



Read James 3:13-18 

  

Vs. 13 - "Who is wise and understanding among 

you?  By his good life let him show his works in the 

meekness of wisdom." 

 

Not just wisdom, but every good and perfect gift 

comes down from above, from the Father of 

lights.  Wisdom comes from God and is meek like 

Christ, who came down from above, meek and 

lowly, to bring peace on earth and God's goodwill 

to men.  When we seek our own good and boast 

in ourselves, we may seem wise, but it's not 

wisdom from above.  Rather, it's the wisdom of 

this world, which leads to chaos and strife.  That 

wisdom tells us that getting ahead and taking 

what you can get at the expense of others is good 

business or being smart.  James calls it earthly 

and, actually, demonic wisdom.  It's how Satan 

thinks:  "Get ahead.  Take what's yours." 

 

So who is truly wise among you?  He who receives 

wisdom from above.  It is a wisdom above our 

nature.  That wisdom is peaceable and gentle 

because it came down to us in the person of Jesus 

Christ.  He is the wisdom of God who sows a 

harvest of righteousness among us by making 

peace by the blood of his cross.  We are now his 

harvest of righteousness, redeemed by his blood 

and enlightened by the gifts of his word and holy 

sacraments.  Now we can have the mind of Christ. 

  

Pray:  Father, forgive me for trusting in my own 

wisdom.  Give me wisdom from above.  Amen. 

Prayer Corner—Wisdom from Above  
by Peggy Porter 
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The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is to 

follow Jesus in blessing the world with 

faith, hope, and love. 

Congratulations Denise Adams 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Denise Adams, our Day School Business Manager, sat down and answered a few questions about 

herself to let people know more about her. 

 

Name:  Denise Adams. 

 

What age do you teach? I spend time with all of the children in our school - three years through 

Kindergarten.  

 

What are your hobbies? Reading and Camping. 

 

Where are you from?  Michigan. 

 

Tell us about your family life?   I have been married for almost 25 years to Pat.  I have a 23 year old 

daughter, Sara, who just graduated from Texas Tech and is now gainfully employed.  I have one 

grand-dog named Sadie Belle. 

 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? I enjoy classical music.   

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? When I see the love, happiness, and excitement for learning in the 

children's faces and watch their ideas come out through their imaginations.  I also appreciate the 

gratitude of the parents as we help them.   



News from the Day School 
by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 
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I know I say this every month, but February is going to be a busy month at the Day School.  We have 

lots of celebrations from Valentine’s Day to Mardi Gras!  As is our tradition, we will dress in our best 

western attire and walk towards 610 to watch the Trail Riders go by as we celebrate Go Texan Day.  

Two of our classrooms will take center stage as they share their Classroom Presentations.  This is the 

annual opportunity for a classroom to present to their families, friends, and other classrooms on a 

certain theme.  We eat a special lunch that is related to the theme, and best of all, parents stay and eat 

lunch with us.  It is amazing to see the children filled with pride as they take the stage to present 

something that they have practiced for weeks.  Each class has an opportunity to share one of these 

charming presentations.   

 

This month, we will have an Asian Spring Festival presentation from Miss Julie’s Three Year Old class 

and a Black History Month presentation from Mrs. Angel’s PreKindergarten class.  

 

This month, we also roll out our new lunch menu!  After months of hard work, Tonia Kay, our own 

Emeril Legasse, will incorporate more fresh, home cooked lunches and exciting new snack options.  We 

are working with our food supplier to find cost effective ways to incorporate each of these changes.  

Miss Tonia will get the opportunity to try out new recipes and ingredients as we continue to provide 

nutritious meals to the children here at our school.  Don’t worry, we won’t get rid of all of the 

children’s favorite foods.  We will still enjoy frito pies and chili dogs on occasion!  

New Sunday Message Series Begins February 17 

   February 17— “Centered - Jesus is Our Way, Truth, Life” 

   February 24— “Considerate - Radical Hospitality” 

   March 3— “Committed - Discipleship Over Membership” 

   March 10— “Changed - Spiritual Renewal” 

   March 17— “Compassionate - Community Involvement” 
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Thank you for supporting Sembrando, a ministry to fellow Lutherans in Peru 
by Don Hodde, Board of Social Ministries Chair 

"What I earn working in the 

market is not enough for me 

to raise my grandchildren. 

With the Sembrando program, 

my two grandchildren and I 

can take lunch three times a 

week and also receive lunch 

on Saturdays.” 

"The program for our 

families is very helpful, 

because a jar of milk now 

costs three soles. And in 

our case we have several 

children, not enough to 

give them three times a 

day.“ 

“My husband is a 

laborer, sometimes not 

working. Therefore, the 

Sembrando project is a 

great relief because 

there are days that do 

not have enough money 

to buy milk for my girls. I 

thank God for this 

opportunity and all who 

work the project." 

Sembrando project in 

Philadelphia 

congregation is done 

with the support of two 

young women of the 

congregation, Ana Laura 

and Shakira. 

During 2012, 55 children participated in the 

Sembrando project in Philadelphia receiving 

nutritious lunch three times a week and of 

the group 25 children received tutoring 

support and lunch on Saturdays from 

March to December.  

On Saturdays, the 

children are accompanied 

by a teacher for 

recreational activities, 

singing, and praying, 

thanking God for the 

daily bread.  

Recreation is also an integral part of the 

support we provide to children in Sembrando 

Project in the Philadelphia Congregation. On 

December 1 the children enjoyed a day out in 

Las Palomas Park. Mothers also participated.  
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Stewardship Corner 

by Jim Brekke, Chair of Stewardship Board 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion. (2 Corinthians 9:6-7) 

 

Last month, this article had a discussion of the tension we tend to face between our earthly needs and 

our need to give to the offering plate.  At every stage of life and at every level of wealth, I suspect 

many of us face it.  This tension undoubtedly applies to time and talents as well.  Are we utilizing our 

talents and giving enough of our time in doing the Lord's work?     

 

Thinking of the above verses, I have to admit I often feel "reluctant or under compulsion" when I get 

involved in, for example, committee work.  A bit of involvement can easily lead to greater involvement 

which I might not be able to squeeze into my "busy" schedule.  On one hand, I feel this reluctance, 

while on the other hand I sometimes feel I'm just not doing enough or what I'm doing is just not up to 

standards.  This must come from that deep-seeded Lutheran guilt that sometimes rears its head (some 

of those voices the pastor mentioned in his sermon on 1/13/13).   

 

What if we consider the other phrase in the verses above, "each of you must give as you have made up 

your mind"?  Is it possible to reach a "sweet spot" that is the right level of giving for us at this point in 

our lives?  This is where the joy of giving time and talents happens -- working in a group of committed 

people and carrying out an important mission.  This really gets back to what we should be striving for -

- giving that is planned, purposeful; that is, "intentional giving".   

 

We have all been blessed with talents that help us and those around us every day.  The idea behind 

our stewardship board's efforts on time and talents is to be a "matchmaker" between what is needed 

by our boards and what can be provided by individuals in our congregation.  With a good match, 

wouldn't we have a great chance of finding members of the congregation who are delighted to help 

get the mission accomplished? 

 

The stewardship committee is trying to improve its process for understanding who in the congregation 

is interested in contributing their time and talents.  "Time and Talents" cards sent out late last year are 

a means used to match individuals to a mission.   You may have already been contacted through this 

process, but if not, contact Mardi Mayerhoff or myself via the church directory.   

 

By the way, don't forget intentional giving as it applies to your offering.  For me, being intentional 

means setting up an electronic funds transfer (EFT) to automatically transfer my offering to the church 

on a monthly basis.  

It’s Rodeo Time! 

  

February brings so many things to learn about. We will be talking about all the hard work cowboys do 

working with lots of different kinds of livestock.  We are lucky here in Houston to be able to see real 

cowboys and livestock at the Rodeo. Next we will be showing more love for so many people and things 

during this Valentine season. Another important holiday in February is Presidents' Day, where we learn 

so much about the leaders of this country. February is such a busy month but we love to learn!!! Look 

forward to March and all that it brings.  

  

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  

by Meric Pinkerton, Mother’s Day Out Director 
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The Rebecca-Ruth Circle will meet Thursday, February 7 in the Conference Room for study. This year 

various subjects will be studied which the ladies suggested the Pastor explore.  A sack lunch and dessert 

will follow.  We welcome new friends and new ideas. 

 

For more questions, please contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628.  

Rebecca-Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will help Vanessa with document destruction as well as continue work on 

organizing historical items for the church on Tuesday, February 5 at 9:30 AM. Everyone is welcome! 

You should join us!  

 

For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 

CCSC Azalea Dinner—April 11 
by Don Hodde, Board of Social Ministries Chair 

Mark your calendar!  The Board of Social Ministry will be organizing tables for Faith members that want 

to attend this year’s CCSC Azalea Dinner!  This dinner is CCSC’s primary fundraiser each year to support 

their operations.  Will you consider attending and making a contribution to help them support so many 

in need in Houston?  If interested, contact Don Hodde or Lorah Gough!   

 

For more information about donating an auction item or underwriting a portion of this event, contact 

CCSC by calling 713-961-3993 or e-mail Kelly Finkenbinder at kfinkenbinder@ccschouston.org. 

 

More details can be found at http://www.ccschouston.org/azaleadinner.html. 
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New Teaching Series During Wednesday Lenten Worship Services 

Join us on Wednesdays during Lent at 11:45 AM or 7:00 PM (Taize style).  

 

   Ash Wednesday, February 13— “Receive the Holy Spirit” 

   February 20— “The Holy Spirit Calls” 

   February 27— “The Holy Spirit Gathers” 

   March 6— “The Holy Spirit Enlightens” 

   March 13— “The Holy Spirit Sanctifies” 

   March 20— “The Holy Spirit Unifies” 

The Faith Families Friday Game Night in January had a great turnout and loads of fun! A huge thank 

you goes out to Randy and Robin Schawe for making a fajita dinner for 70! Wade Paulson also 

brought his poker table for a game of cards. 

Faith Families Game Night a HUGE Hit! 
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Patrick Joins Mosaic Board of Directors 

by Davina Leezer, Marketing Manager for Mosaic 

Kathy Patrick of Houston, Texas has been elected to the Board of Directors for Mosaic, a faith-based, 

international nonprofit headquartered in Omaha, Neb. which provides a life of possibilities for people 

with intellectual disabilities. The Mosaic Board consists of 13 members who reside throughout the 

United States and governs all aspects of the organization.  

 

Patrick is a partner at Gibbs & Bruns LLP in Houston, Texas where she has served as a trial attorney for 

25 years. She holds a Juris Doctorate from Harvard Law School and a Bachelor of Arts in Soviet & 

Eastern European Studies with Highest Honors from the University of Texas at El Paso. Patrick was 

named a Leading Trial Lawyer by Legal 500 and was chosen as one of 20 Texas litigators as Winning 

Women by Texas Lawyer in 2011. Patrick currently serves on the board of directors for Texas 

Appleseed. She is also worship leader at Gathering Contemporary Service and has served in many 

volunteer roles at Faith Lutheran Church in Bellaire, Texas.  

Well, unfortunately, our Houston Texans will not be playing in the Super Bowl on Sunday, February 3 

(maybe next year they will go all the way). There is, however, another huge event taking place that 

day in which we can all participate: the Souper Bowl of Caring.  

 

Each year at this time, those of us who are fortunate enough to have plenty to eat are asked to 

especially focus our attention on those in our community who do not. Thousands of fellow 

Houstonians, including a large percentage of children, suffer from hunger. We can help alleviate that 

situation by making donations of non-perishable food items and/or money through Faith’s annual 

Souper Bowl of Caring campaign. Please take one or more of the grocery bags provided by Social 

Ministries Board, fill them with food and return them the following Sunday. If you choose to make a 

monetary donation in addition to or in place of food, there will be soup pots available on February 3 

in the narthex for that purpose. Checks should be made to CCSC, Faith Lutheran Church or Houston 

Food Bank. Be sure to write “Souper Bowl” on the memo line. 

 

In a related subject, Faith Food Team is looking for volunteers to serve half a day one Saturday each 

month at the Gethsemane Food Pantry. We share three hours of our time with needy families, 

helping with groceries, items for personal hygiene, and information about where they can find local 

resources for employment, medical care, and other services. If you or someone you know would like 

more information about this opportunity to serve, please contact  Janis Frnka by email: 

jjfdds@yahoo.com or call 831-794-6308. Training will be held on Saturday, March 23 after our 

regular service. Current members who would like to refresh their training or receive cross training in 

another position are also welcome. 

CCSC Corner 

by Janis Frnka, Board of Social Ministries Member 

Congregational Meeting 

February 10, 2013 @ 12:15 PM 

in the Faith Center 
  

 

On February 10 we will meet in the Faith 

Center to have lunch, approve the 2012 

Annual Report, and discuss any other 

congregational topics for 2013. 
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Reaching Out—Thoughts from the Outreach Board 

by Luetta Allen, Outreach Board Co-Chair 

Hello!  Please allow me to introduce myself.  I am Luetta Allen, wife of Tim Allen for 22 blessed 

years (exactly half my life!), and the mom of three great kids; Annabelle (14), Andy (9), and Aaron 

(6).   

It's been said that God calls the unqualified.   

Jacob cheated, Peter had a temper, David had an affair, Noah got drunk, Jonah ran from God, 

Moses committed murder, Gideon was insecure, Miriam gossiped, Martha worried, Thomas 

doubted, Sara was impatient, Elijah was moody, Zacchaeus was short, Abraham  was old and 

Lazarus was dead. God doesn’t call the  qualified, he qualifies the CALLED! (author unknown) 

Well, I have my challenges, but at least I'm not dead!  As a somewhat new member at Faith who is 

a bit shy, not so great with remembering names, inexperienced at Church Council, and, like 

everyone else, overcommitted and far too busy, I've committed to the Outreach Board.  At my first 

Church Council meeting each of us answered the question, "Why?".  Everyone told their story 

about how they were called, and why they accepted.  I thought I'd share with you my answer as 

well as some ponderings that little question stimulated in my head and heart: 

1. Because Kathy Patrick asked me, and I couldn't tell her "no".  She's very persuasive and made my 

excuses seem lame, because they were.  You go ahead and try to tell Kathy no if you want.    Here I 

am! 

2. Because my family and I are so excited to be a part of this fabulous community of people living 

their faith in service, and so excited about the gathering momentum and exciting opportunities we 

can feel coming. 

3. Because the Great Commission haunts me.  
19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20

 and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age. [Matthew, Chapter 28 (NIV)]  

Start verse 19 again, slowly this time...Therefore go.... 

Go.   

A very little word.  A very simple word, and yet I can make it so complicated and difficult.  We are 

commanded with a verb.  Go, not when school is out, the 401K is full, the kids are grown, the 

mortgage is paid, it is convenient, you feel comfortable, etc., etc., etc., but go right now.  When I 

get to the pearly gates, will Jesus ask me "Did you even try to go?"  I've been thinking about 

that.  There are several ways to "go".  You can physically go to another place and share with the 

people there; the traditional image of missionaries.  I very much admire missionaries.  I think they 

are beautifully brave in their faithfulness.  Even without a passport and exotic immunizations, I 

think there is another way I can "go".  I can meet people spiritually, emotionally, and faithfully.  I 

can "go" and serve...on Outreach.  I can go and find ways to get people on the campus of Faith 

Lutheran Church so that we can all go together and welcome them and all go serve their needs.  

I ask that you pray for Laura Espinosa, Outreach Chair, and me as we start this year with the 

Council Retreat and start brainstorming ways for all of us to GO! 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—February 2013 

9:00 

 

February 3 February  10 February  17 February 24 

Acolytes 2 Annabelle Allen 

Wyatt Sydow 

Thomas Spratlin 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Marlena Dobbins 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Barbara McDowell 

Cory Nelson 

Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Asst Minister 1 Michael Farner Dottie Wichmann Dottie Wichmann Jeff Spratlin 

Ushers 4 Paulson Family  Parkan Family Dave & Wendy Farner Nancy & Jon Holmes 

Greeters 2 Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board 

Common 

Grounds 

Property Board Property Board Property Board Property Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Stewardship Board Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Melanie Palmer 

Patti Hickerson 

Melanie Palmer 

Patti Hickerson 

Susan Tallman 

Doris Williams 

Susan Tallman 

Doris Williams 

11:15 February  3 February 10 February 17 February 24 

Acolyte Thomas Menke Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke Myra Condit 

Crucifer Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit Elizabeth Menke 

Lector Charles Porter Jan Zunker Lucille Galassini Linda Lamb 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

  Tom Dorman 

Lenora Ohlenbush 

Tom Dorman 

Lenora Ohlenbush 

Asst Minister Karen Elsen Bob Medlen Bob Medlen Tiffany Menke 

Ushers 4 Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Todd Janicek 

Scott Ramsey 

Greeters 2  Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board 

Visitor Center  Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Melanie Palmer 

Patti Hickerson 

Melanie Palmer 

Patti Hickerson 

Susan Tallman 

Doris Williams 

Susan Tallman 

Doris Williams 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 

trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 



February Calendar Events 
 

 

1 Friday – 5:00 PM Middle Schooler Dignity Retreat Depart (Holy Comforter Kingwood) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

2 Saturday  Groundhog Day– 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 

 12:00 PM Learning Group Leader Training / Work Day (101,200,201,202,204,206,207,FC) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 7:00 PM Middle Schooler Dignity Retreat  Return Home 

 

3 Sunday – All Day Souper Bowl for Caring / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship /  

2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208)   

 

4 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)  

 

5 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Social Ministries Board Meeting (108) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:30 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) /  

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

6 Wednesday – 11:45 AM Youth & Family Board Meeting (Chuy’s) / 3:00 PM Soccer Enrichment Class for the Day School (FC Gym) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) /  

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

8 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

9 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) /  

6:30 PM  Howdy Valentines Dinner and Western Dancing (FC Gym)  

 

10 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship /  

12:15 PM Congregational Meal and Meeting (FC Gym) / 2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

 

11 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

12 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) /  7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

13 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Ash Wednesday Worship (Sanc) / 3:00 PM Soccer Enrichment Class for the Day School (FC Gym) /  

3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Worship (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Thursday Valentine’s Day –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Friday – All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 5:00 PM High School Retreat - Lutherhill / 8:00 PM AA (300)     

 

16 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

17 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship /  

12:00 PM High School Return from Lutherhill / 2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

 

18 Monday  Presidents’ Day–  3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

19 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

20 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Lenten Worship (Sanc) / 3:00 PM Soccer Enrichment Class for the Day School (FC Gym) /  

3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Lenten Worship (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

22 Friday –  8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

23 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 

 

24 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 

 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

 

25 Monday – All Day Office Closed Staff Retreat / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)  

 

26 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

27 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Lenten Worship (Sanc) / 3:00 PM Soccer Enrichment Class (FC Gym) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Lenten Worship (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 

Arthur Murphy  Pastoral Intern 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy Williams  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

Mountain Mover 
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