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Sunday Mornings 

 9:00 AM - The Gathering 

10:15 AM - Learning Groups 

11:15 AM - Heritage 

Winter Season of Learning - Be A Blessing 

Chris Finley, Brent Lamb, Don Hodde, Art Grove, Joshua Leatherwood, and Karen Ellison all act as a blessing to those receiving 

food and toys at this year’s Jingle Bell Express via Christian Communities Service Center. 

Please join us for the Launch Day of our  

Winter Season of Learning  

January 8, 2012 
 

Breakfast and activities for all ages. More information on Page 4. 

Be A Blessing 

Message Series—“The Big Deals” 

January 8 - “Dealing with Failure” 
 

January 15 - “Dealing with     

                   Differences in People” 
 

January 22 - “Dealing with Why   

              Bad Things Happen to Good  

                               People” 
 

January 29 - “Dealing with Death” 

You play poker and you never know what cards you'll receive. Life is like that. It deals us 

difficult hands that we have no choice but to play. In this series, we'll look at some of 

those difficult hands and how God helps us play the hands we've been dealt. 

Sunday January 1, 2012 - One Service at 10:00 AM 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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So I got a phone call in November asking me to perform a wedding for a couple I had never met.   

The wedding was scheduled for a place out near Weimar, TX.  On New Year's Eve.  As soon as he told me 

the date I had an immediate flashback to New Year's Eve in 1999.   

 

I did three weddings that day - one in the early afternoon, another in the late afternoon (both at church) 

and then one that started at 11:40 PM at a person's house with a goal of timing their final kiss to the 

stroke of midnight at the beginning of a new century. Seriously.   

 

Not only did I nail the timing but I came away with the fresh resolve that I would NEVER perform another 

wedding on New Year's Eve.  With all that in mind, while my brain screamed "NOOOOO!!!!!", my mouth 

told the guy..."Absolutely, I'd love to do your wedding."  After that answer, I spent a few early morning 

sessions thinking about why I so quickly said yes.   

 

First, I realized that I have never turned down an opportunity to preach the gospel.  I've never said "no" 

to a member or non-member for a wedding, a funeral, or a special occasion.  I've spoken in churches, 

chapels, gymnasiums, homes, a recovery center, and a prison.  I've done weddings from Long Island, NY,  

to Mount Vernon, WA, and even one in Las Vegas.  

 

Second, I realized why I never say "no".  It has to do with the way that God works in our lives.  Romans 

10:17 says "So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ."  

What that has meant in my own life is that I am never really sure when I'm going to hear the next words 

that change my life in wonderful ways. 

 

Faith will ever and always be a mystery, probably a complete mystery, to me.  It certainly isn't automatic 

or mechanistic. 

 

"Mechanistic faith" can't explain or understand the spiritual reality behind why one child in a family 

becomes an eager, willing disciple of Jesus while their sibling wants nothing whatsoever to do with the 

faith.  Certainly there are the emotional and psychological impacts of birth order, of gender, of other life 

experiences...but that doesn't help us with the big question of what God is up to. 

 

How can one person, baptized as an infant, grow into an adult who deeply values their identity as a child 

of God while another adult, never baptized, can be a deeply spiritual, kind, generous, caring, and 

courageous person of faith? 

 

I look back on my own life and I see incredibly important moments when I heard people say things that 

profoundly impacted me.  As a high school student, I heard a college football player talk about how his 

faith connected with his life.  I thought of him later when I chose to go to the same college.  I got over  

my shyness around singing when a guy I respect, who sang in our college choir, was standing next to me 

as I was singing.  He complimented me on hitting a particular note and I became willing to sing.   

 

As an adult, I heard a sermon once where the pastor said that "too many people are afraid of 

commitment in relationships.  Even when they become willing to leave the security of the lonely shore, 

they might only skip across the surface or float on their backs, never able to summon up the courage to 

dive deeply into the relationships of their lives."  That came at a time when I really needed to hear those 

words and it gave me renewed courage to try again after suffering from the shame, guilt, and loss of a 

failed marriage. 

 

In other words, you never know when you will hear a word that feels like it came directly from God to 

your ears, marked just for you at that very moment.  But it certainly helps to be in the room when it 

comes - and to be open for the possibility that it will come. 

 

January  

Pastor's Classes  

  

As we move into 

January, I plan to 

continue leading a 

Wednesday night 

Bible study at 7:00 

PM in room 302 in 

the Faith Center.  If 

we outgrow the 

space we'll move. 

 

Our new worship 

schedule means that 

I can teach during the 

Learning Hour.  

We're going to 

experiment with this 

by offering a 2 part 

"First Steps @ Faith" 

class on January 22 

and 29.   

 

The Bible Discovery 

Workshop will be 

held on Sunday, 

January 15, 

immediately after the 

Heritage service.  

This "Bible review" 

class is open to 

anyone but especially 

intended for parents 

of 3rd graders. 

 

In February we will 

be rolling out our 

new GIFTS class.  

We'll be asking all 

current members to 

attend that class and 

then will use it as the 

"next step" for 

anyone who joins 

Faith following their 

participation in the 

"First Steps @ Faith" 

class. 



The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 

the world, and those who live in it; 

for he has founded it on the seas, 

and established it on the rivers (Psalm 24:1-3). 

 

The holidays are over!  For some the end of the 

holiday season and beginning of the New Year 

brings relief.  The out of town guests pack up and 

head home, the social obligations wind down, and 

the steady stream of holiday commercials finally 

dissipates.  For others the end of the holiday 

season brings a sense of dread.  They pull out their 

bank statements to survey the damage and resolve 

to better handle their finances and holiday stresses 

next year. 
 

As we ring in the New Year and begin crafting the 

inevitable list of our New Year’s resolutions, 

consider resolving to be a better steward in the 

various aspects of your life.  There are many 

examples of ways you can grow in your 

stewardship: 
 

Stewardship of Health:  Our health and our bodies 

are gifts from God.  Be a good steward of your 

body by eating healthy and exercising regularly.   
 

Stewardship of Money:  Good stewards recognize 

that everything they have is given to them by God 

and entrusted to them as a gift to be shared. 

Creating an annual budget can help you stay on 

track to meet your short term and long term 

financial goals, as well as helping you to use and 

manage your money wisely as a financial steward.   

Stewardship of Possessions:  Remember the adage 

“The grass is always greener in someone else’s 

yard.”  As you survey your possessions, remember 

to think of what is a need versus a want and to 

praise God and be thankful for what He has already 

given us. Look into simplifying or decluttering your 

life and possessions. 

 

Stewardship of Time:  Time is our most valuable 

asset.  Just as we budget our financial resources, it 

is important to budget our use of time.  Review 

how much time you spend in the various aspects of 

your life (work, family, spiritual, etc.) and see if 

there is room for improvement. 

 

If one of your resolutions is to become a better 

steward of your money, consider attending Faith 

Lutheran’s Financial Peace University class 

beginning on January 12, 2012 at 6:30 PM. 

Financial Peace University classes meet for two 

hours each week for 13 weeks, during which time 

the average family pays off $5300 in debt and saves 

$2700. 

Stewardship Corner 

By Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 
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That is why I want as many people as possible to plan their lives around attending worship rather than 

settling for infrequent Sunday morning drop ins.  It is why I won't be content until all of the young 

people on our membership roster are showing up for opportunities to be impacted by the faith while 

they are still in our care.  And it is why I never say "no" to opportunities to share the faith with others. 

 

So that is what you all will hear as we begin a new year together - I believe God wants to take all of us 

down the next step of our Faith journey, but we have to be at the dance to learn the steps.  (By the way, 

watch this video of my daughter and I doing our big dance together at her wedding this past 

December...prefaced by a minute of me holding Niko: http://youtu.be/c1T_Ca6y_l0) 

 

And further, I opened this article by confessing to breaking a resolution.  Have fun making your New 

Year's resolutions but don't be too hard on yourself if you break them.  As the old line says,  

"Do you know how people make God laugh?  They make plans." 

 

Let's have a wonderful 2012 blessing the world together in the name of Jesus. 

 

Pastor Kerry 
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bless·ing  [bles-ing] noun 
 

1. the act or words of a person who blesses 

2. special favor, mercy, or benefit 

3..a favor or gift bestowed by God, thereby bringing   

    happiness. 

4..the invoking of God's favor upon a person 

5..praise; devotion; worship, especially grace said  

    before a meal 
 

January 8 launches our Winter Season of Learning.  

The theme for this Launch Day is Be A Blessing and 

the Parish Education Board has a number of 

opportunities on Launch Day for you to be a blessing 

to someone else. As I look at the definition of 

blessing above, I see that a blessing does a number 

of things for the one receiving the blessing: it 

bestows favor, mercy, and happiness. But I also 

know that when we act as a blessing to others,  

we can’t help but get some blessing on ourselves at 

the same time. 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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I can’t help but think that that is God’s hook.   

We are selfish creatures, and if “bringing happiness” 

to another makes us feel good - then we might just 

take the time to do it again. This is exactly what I 

hear about our Grace Bags. Many of you continue to 

tell me stories about how good it feels to have 

something to offer God’s people living on the street.  

My deeper challenge to you now is to learn the 

names of those you give a Grace Bag to and pray for 

him/her by name. Now, it’s not a homeless guy,  

but rather, Bob, your friend who lives on the street.  
 

It’s January, the month of new beginnings and 

resolutions to reach towards. We are called to be 

witnesses and to be a blessing locally, regionally, 

nationally, and globally (Acts 1:8).  I challenge you to 

Be A Blessing in each of those areas in 2012. 
 

Blessings on your head! 

 

Launch Day - January 8, 2012 
Please join us at 10:00 - 11:15 AM for brunch and opportunities to 

Be A Blessing locally 

           regionally 

           nationally 

       globally 
 

The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is to follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love. 



Back in November, Faith adopted new language to describe our collective 

mission and vision as a church. I am really energized about this new frame 

through which we can carry out the ministry of the Body of Christ. The reason 

why the new language energizes me is because worship has clearly emerged as 

a central piece of the ministry of Faith. One of the motives for doing what we do 

is that we desire spiritual renewal. Our spirits are most often renewed in 

worship through the physical reminders of God’s grace in water, bread, and 

wine. One of the core strategies in accomplishing our mission is worship that is 

both relevant and rooted in our ancient faith. One of the marks by which we 

measure whether we are successful at achieving our mission is worship, which 

we describe by saying “Faith Breathes.” 

 

I like the imagery of our worship “breathing” for three biblically rooted reasons. First, breathing reminds 

us that the Holy Spirit enables everything we do, especially our worship. Genesis 1:2 tells us that in the 

beginning when God created heaven and earth there was a divine wind sweeping over the waters.  

The Holy Spirit was the divine breath that activated the words that spoke everything into being.  

The most ancient recorded liturgies of the church describe how the priest would breathe on the 

baptismal waters in blessing, recalling the Holy Spirit’s presence at creation. Just as God breathed life 

into Adam and Eve, the Holy Spirit breathes life into the words and actions of our confession and 

thanksgiving to God. 

 

Second, every living, breathing thing was created for the purpose of praising God. Psalm 150:6 says, 

“Let everything that breathes praise God.” Every day we wake up because God graciously gives us the 

breath for another spin around the earth. Every breath, therefore, is an opportunity to return praise and 

adoration to God for who he is and what he has done. No one flawlessly seizes every available breath to 

praise God, and some people ignore God their whole life. But we have confidence that every breathing 

thing will acknowledge Jesus (Philippians 2:10-11). 

 

Third, as believers we offer our bodies as living sacrifices to God. Romans 12:1 says, “I appeal to you 

therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” The idea of a “living sacrifice” is an oxymoron. 

Something that is sacrificed is killed. In God’s original design for worship, death was synonymous with 

sacrifice. Something always died in a sacrifice. The paradox of a “living sacrifice” is created through the 

reality that in Jesus we are new creatures. Death has been defeated in Jesus, and now our worship is a 

living sacrifice of praise. In other words, the breath isn’t taken out of our worship. Our worship is left 

alive, to breathe. 

Faith Breathes 
by Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Thank you Sam Jones! 
 

Sam Jones has been serving as the leader of our Youth Alive! Guitar Class. The Youth Alive! Guitar Class 

was an instructional class  for beginning guitar students. They met on Saturday mornings in 2011 to learn 

chords, rhythms, and music reading. The class also presented songs during The Gathering worship 

service several times. This guitar experience included youth from both inside and outside the church. 

Sam has completed his service at Faith and we were blessed by his expertise and patient instruction. 

Thank you Sam! 



In January, Women's Connection will be having 

their annual Epiphany Luncheon at the home of 

Carolyn Springer, 855 Mulberry Lane, Bellaire, TX 

on Wednesday, January 11  starting at 11 AM.  
 

Everyone should bring a dish for the potluck lunch 

and a white elephant give for the gift exchange. 

Also, everyone is welcome! You should join us!! 

WELCA would like to thank the women of Faith 

Lutheran Church for giving generously to the 

annual WELCA Thankoffering. We have all been 

blessed in so many ways and you have responded 

to these blessings with your gifts. Our gift of 

$1,220.00 will be received with appreciation and 

gratitude from the Women of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. 

Patti Hickerson 

WELCA Thanks the Women of Faith 

"This is My beloved Son,  

with whom I am well pleased." Matthew 3:17  
 

John did not want to baptize Jesus.  He felt things 

should be done the other way around;  Jesus 

should baptize him! John called people to a       

Baptism of repentance to prepare for the coming 

of the Messiah.  Jesus had no sins and no need to 

repent.  But He told John that it was fitting for 

them "to fulfill all righteousness."  (Matthew 3:15) 

  

The sinless Son of God stepped into the river in 

the place of sinners, into our place.  By His sinless 

life, His innocent death, and His victory over the 

grave, Jesus fulfilled all righteousness.  He is the 

perfect Son, the beloved Son, with whom the   

Father is well pleased. 

 

By God's grace, through faith in Jesus, all that was 

done by God's perfect Son now belongs to us.   

His holy birth and life of obedience to the Father    

replaces our disobedience.  His Baptism into     

repentance replaces our own imperfect             

repentance.   

 

His innocent death was the punishment we      

deserved, and His victory over death is now 

ours.  Jesus stepped into our place and fulfilled 

the righteousness required by the Father. Now, 

through the forgiveness found in Jesus Christ, God 

the Father looks at us and says, "This is My son, 

My daughter, with whom I am well pleased."   

 

The Baptism of Our Lord - January 8. 

  

Pray:  Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of 

Your beloved Son, our beloved Savior.  Amen. 

  
 

Prayer Corner 

The Word Has Come 
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Faith Lutheran Church is hosting a Financial 

Peace University class beginning on Thursday, 

January 12, 2012 at 6:30 PM. The class will be 

facilitated by Clayton and Margo Faulkner. 

Financial Peace University classes meet for two 

hours each week for 13 weeks, during which 

time the average family pays off $5300 in debt 

and saves $2700. Learn how to create a 

financial budget and drop debt so that you can 

give and live like no one else! Contact Stacy 

DeClouette for more info or to register. Cost is 

$99 and childcare is available. 

 

Two New Classes Starting in January:  

Financial Peace University  DivorceCare 

DivorceCare is a friendly, caring group of people 

who will walk alongside you through one of life’s 

most difficult experiences. Our DivorceCare 

support group will be facilitated by Stacy 

DeClouette. You’ll gain access to valuable 

DivorceCare resources to help you deal with the 

pain of the past and look forward to rebuilding 

your life. Faith Lutheran Church is hosting a 

DivorceCare support group beginning on 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at 6:30 PM. For 

more info or to register contact Stacy 

DeClouette. Cost is $15 and childcare is available. 

Women’s Connection             



2011 was a busy year for the Day School.  We were able to move back to our home following the 

construction.  We worked diligently to rebuild our student base.  We had to remember how things were 

done in this building.  We had to create and learn new rules for the new equipment in the building as well 

as on the playground.   And new state regulations have us almost doubling the number of continued    

educational hours we are required to receive each year.  But, it is all good! 
 

Our Christmas program was a great success; the children are always so cute.  The three year old classes 

performed “O Come, Little Children” and “A Holly Jolly Christmas”; Pre-K, “Bells Are Ringing” and “Jolly 

Old St. Nicholas”; and Kindergarten, “The Friendly Beasts” and “Frosty the Snowman” before performing 

the Nativity for us.    
 

The morning following our program, Santa and his elf visited the school during our Christmas parties and 

gave each of the children a Christmas gift.   
 

For the beginning of the New Year we will learn about health.  A dental hygienist will visit to tell us all 

about having a healthy mouth.   The children will also learn about tools and simple machines.   
 

The Day School Dinner and Auction will be held on February 4, 2012.  Watch This Week at Faith for      

updated information.  Tickets will go on sale at the beginning of January.  The theme of this event is 

“Sailing the Seven C’s”, and all proceeds will go to the Capital Campaign Fund.  Plan now to attend!           

If you have anything you would like to donate, please contact the Day School office at 713-664-3233. 
 

Thank You to the Women’s Connection for folding and stuffing letters for the Day School Auction, and to 

Del Thompson for donating a turkey for the Feast and two kitchen baskets for the Auction. We also thank 

Karen Elsen, Lorah Gough, and Meredith Briscoe who are rotating off of the Day School board.  Members 

who continue to serve are Elaine Gabriel, LaRae Nelson, and Bill Puryear.  We really appreciate all of the 

support you have given us through your terms.  We again send out our appreciation to Betty and Joe   

Dossey for helping make our Christmas celebration a great success!  All of the staff joins me in thanking 

the Day School Board for the delicious Christmas dinner they organized for the Day School staff.  In 

addition we thank LaRae Nelson for sewing some new costumes for the program and for providing a 

lovely luncheon for the Day School teachers.  Last but not least, we thank everyone that continues to 

support us with Box Tops for Education. 
 

May God bless you and your family with a peaceful 2012. 

“And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.”  Luke 2:40 

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Congratulations Jessica Cook 

Faith Lutheran Teacher of the Month 

Our Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered 

a few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her: 
 

Name: Jessica Cook 
 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have 

been teaching kindergarten here at Faith for over a 

year. 
 

What are your hobbies?  I like working out during 

my free time and spending time with my dog, Lola. 
 

Tell us about your family life:  I was born in Sugar 

Land. I’m a native Houstonian! I am single.  

My sister is doing her last year at SFA and my 

parents still live in Sugar Land. 
 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people 

know about you?  Before becoming a teacher,  

I seriously considered going into the ministry to be 

a DCE. 
 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I’ve always 

wanted to teach! I was lucky enough to have a 

couple of wonderful teachers that inspired me to 

teach. I feel blessed to have a job where I can make 

a difference in children’s lives. 



News from the Peru Team 
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In line with the Season of Learning that our Parish Education Team has put together, “Be a Blessing” to those in our 

community and beyond, the Peru Team will be working throughout 2012 to bring awareness of how Faith Lutheran Church is 

being a blessing to other Lutherans around the world.  Current team members are Pastor Kerry Nelson, Peggy Hahn, Don 

Hodde, Susan Tallman, Tiffany, Elizabeth, and Thomas Menke, and Myra Condit.    

 

There are several terms that seem to float around in conversation about Peru.  We would like to try to clarify some of these 

so that when you are in conversation with others you will have a clear understanding about them: 

 

Mission Trips to Peru – The trips to Peru are not true “mission” trips, but more of an “Immersion” into the Peruvian Culture.  

The peoples in the Eastern part of Peru where Lima is located are descendants of the Inca Indians.  The people of Peru are 

very proud of this heritage and love to tell you about the historical progression from the Incas to present day.   Throughout 

these trips many opportunities are provided to learn about and experience this heritage.  The primary language is Spanish, 

which came from the Spanish conquerors/explorers who came and settled there.   

 

ILEP  - ILEP stands for Iglesia Luterana Evangelica Peruana, the name for the Lutheran Church in Peru.  It is the church wide/

synodical body that watches over the Lutheran churches in Peru, helping them with congregational growth and governance, 

and financial needs.  It is a similar governing body for the Peruvian church as the “ELCA” is here in the US.   

 

Sembrando – This is a term often heard with the trips to Peru.  Sembrando is a ministry of ILEP that is focused on the children 

in the Lutheran congregations in Lima and surrounding areas.  Sembrando receives monies from donations made directly to 

that organization and is used for the education of the children of Peru and their personal hygiene, clothing, and dietary needs. 

That money does not go to support the Lutheran churches or Companion Churches.   

 

Companion Church – You hear the Peru Team referring to Vida Nueva as our Companion Church or Partner Congregation. In 

January of 2011, Elizabeth Menke made a presentation to our church council with the recommendation that we apply to our 

Synod to make Vida Nueva our companion church in Lima, Peru. This application was made and was approved just before our 

trip there this past July.   Each of the congregations that have a Peru Team make annual visits (no less than every other year) 

to their particular companion church with intent to build stronger personal relationships with church staff and members as 

well as to help that church with specific needs that they have requested of us.  As part of our commitment to this church we 

are required to give financial support of at least $500.00 per year to them.  This money is sent directly to our Synod office and 

then wired by them to the ILEP office in Lima where it is put into a fund to specifically help our companion church.  When we 

go as a group of churches from the Gulf Coast Synod, we try to visit all of the Lutheran churches that are located in and 

around Lima and are part of ILEP.  It is part of the Immersion process.  Building relationships with those of our companion 

church as well as the other churches is extremely important in understanding the needs of the people.  We must always 

remember that we do not go there to force our ideas on them, but for them to educate us on their culture and needs.   

 

This past July we had 24 people who were there together.  We divided into three teams and each team met with two or three 

other churches at one church site to sing, play games and do crafts with the children of those churches and to get to know the 

leaders of each of the churches that were represented.   As most of the people of these churches are extremely poor, with 

little food, housing, or clothing for themselves, their generosity in providing for our needs while we were there visiting 

showed our team a people who are filled with God’s good grace and what it truly means to “Be a Blessing” to others. Their 

love for and appreciation to the Peru Teams shown through in their hugs and kisses and adoration for all of us.    

 

To learn more about this exciting ministry, visit the Synod website at http://gulfcoastsynod.org/peru.html. If you are 

interested in getting involved with the Lutheran Church in Peru or other aspects of ELCA global mission, please contact one of 

the Faith Peru Team members, contact a member of the Social Ministry Board, or contact the church office.  We would love 

to have you join the team! 

 

And be sure to visit the Faith Peru Team table on January 8 on Launch Day and learn more about Peru!  See you there! 
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Elizabeth Menke, joined by Bishop Armando, presents a banner from Faith Lutheran to Vida Nueva’s Pastor, 

church council president and members .  “Juntos en Cristo” – “Together in Christ”! 

The 2011 Gulf Coast Synod Peru Team, along with Bishop Armando. 



Faith Family Fun Fridays! 

January 20, 2012 

6:45 PM 

“Game Night” 
 

Join us January 20, at 6:45 PM for a great night of 

fun! Faith Family Fun Fridays kicks off in January 

with a great Game Night. There will be food, 

fellowship, and lots of fun so don’t miss out! 
 

RSVP to faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com 

February 17, 2012 

6:45 PM 

“Game Night and Spaghetti Dinner” 
 

Join us February 17, at 6:45 PM for great fun and 

awesome fellowship with friends and family! We 

will have a super spaghetti bar to enjoy as we play 

games and mingle. 

 

RSVP to faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com 
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Dear Friends, 

“Be a Blessing” is who we are at Faith and your generous staff offering is a perfect example of that.  

But more than the monetary value, we so greatly appreciate the thought behind the gift.  Over the last 

year we have seen some major changes in the staff and as a new team, we have enjoyed partnering 

with each of you and we truly appreciate your confidence and support. Your leadership and ability to 

get things done are an inspiration to us all, and really help make Faith Lutheran “A Blessing” to our 

community.  Thank you for all that you do. We couldn't do it without you. Thanks again for everything, 

but most especially the friendships.   Best wishes for the New Year! 

Blessings,  
 

The Staff 

Pastor Kerry, Jennifer, Stacy, Clayton, Kim, Alan, Alicia & Ana 

Better Together – Join the First 

Place 4 Health Group! 
 

And this is his command: to believe in the name of 

his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he 

commanded us. 1 John 3:23 
 

“Those of us in First Place 4 Health know that it is 

in community that we learn to live healthy lives 

focused on balancing the physical, spiritual, mental 

and emotional areas of life.  We cannot do this 

alone. In the Bible study Better Together we will be 

exploring the many ‘one another's’ found in God’s 

Word – those times when believers are exhorted 

to behave in such a way that both honors God and 

those around us – our community”.   

 

The Bible verse and quote above are from the first 

week’s Bible study that the First Place 4 Health 

group will use in the winter 2012 session.  We are 

a group of people (women and men) who have 

found that we are better together.  We support 

each other with encouragement, prayers, and   

fellowship at the Tuesday evening meetings.       

We strive to put Christ first in our lives so that he 

can be present in our daily decision making and 

planning for our futures. 

On January 24 at 7:00 PM in room 306 in the Faith 

Center, there will be an introduction to the First 

Place 4 Health program.  You are invited to come 

to find out more about the program to help you 

determine if you would like to participate. The 

Bible study and group meetings begin the           

following week, January 31 at 7:00 PM.  

 

Most people join the group because they want to         

improve their physical health – the temple God  

put us in.  There is a healthy eating and exercise 

plan that will be presented on January 31.  

  

You do not have to be a member of Faith Lutheran 

Church to join us. If you have a family member or 

friend who would like to participate with you, 

bring them along.   

 

For more information about First Place 4 Health 

visit the website www.FirstPlace4Health.com or 

call  Faith’s group leader, Mardi Mayerhoff at      

713-203-1875 mgmayerhoff@juno.com. 
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“Be A Blessing” 

Season of Learning - Winter 2012  

Every Sunday @ 10:15 AM  ~  January 8 - March 25  

 

Adult Learning Groups  

 

Circle of Friends -Led by Sara Karow, Main Bldg. - Library  

Faithful Seekers of the Word -Led by Jan Zunker,  Main Bldg. -Conference Room  

The Good News Class -Led by Cliff Condit, Faith Center -Room 309   

Truly Seeing and Seeing Truly: the Blessing of Epiphany -Led by Kathy Patrick, FC 301 

Worship through the Bible -Led by Clayton Faulkner, Main Bldg. Room 201   

 

Youth & Family Learning Groups 

 

Young Families at Faith  -Led by Kate Nelson and Kristen Krueger, Main Bldg. -Parlor 

Family Devotions -Faith Center -Gym 

High School Study  -Led by Alison Obr and Parker Grimsby,  Faith Center -Loft 

Middle School Learning -Led by Wendy Farner, Faith Center -Kitchen 

Elementary Ages -meets in Faith Center  

Toddlers -meets in Faith Center 

 

New classes during the week  

 

Bible Study -Led by Pastor Nelson, Wednesday @ 7PM  

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University -Led by Clayton & Margo Faulkner, Thurs.@ 6:30PM   

DivorceCare -Led by Stacy DeClouette, Wednesday @ 6:30PM 

 

For more detailed information on each class stop by the information table in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Since 1970, January has been recognized as 

National Blood Donor Month. Blood supplies are 

traditionally short throughout the winter months 

for a number of reasons. Holiday travel schedules 

and vacations, inclement weather and illness all 

contribute. Activity at blood donation centers is 

particularly slow in January. This often poses a 

challenging situation for blood banks, as the shelf 

life of blood is relatively short. 

 

According to the Mayo Clinic, at least 25 percent of 

all Americans will need blood at least once in their 

lifetime. The American Red Cross states that 

someone in the U.S. needs blood every two 

seconds, with more than 38,000 blood donations 

needed every day. Despite such grim statistics, 

only 5 percent of eligible donors across the nation 

donate blood. 

 

This January, everybody can make a difference by 

participating in National Blood Donor Month. 

Information on Blood and organ donation will be 

available in the Narthex all month as well as a sign 

up sheet for the blood drive scheduled for January 

29.  If you are unable to donate blood, you can 

help by encouraging others to donate, helping with 

a light lunch for the staff, or bring fruit or cookies 

for donors, or consider a cash donation to the 

blood bank.   

 

Although the primary reason to give blood is to 

save lives, many people do not realize the 

incredible statistics that accompany this process. 

For example, a total of 30 million blood 

components are transfused each year in the U.S. 

The blood type most often requested by hospitals 

is Type O, and a single car accident victim may 

require as many as 100 pints of blood. In addition, 

more than 1 million new people are also diagnosed 

with cancer each year. Many of them will need 

blood, sometimes daily, during chemotherapy 

treatment.  

 

If you need another reason to donate blood, ask 

the Mark Anderson family! Mark required special 

blood needs during treatment for leukemia.  The 

congregation and community responded. This 

allowed Mark to undergo a bone marrow 

transplant.  It’s great to see Mark at worship.  

Since his treatment, his daughter Christine, would 

stop by every blood drive to ask if she could 

donate.  The first blood drive after her sixteenth 

birthday –    August 2011- she was excited to be 

able to give the gift of life! 

Be a Blessing - Give Blood!     

Be a blood and organ donor. All it costs is a little love." -Author Unknown 

New Contribution Envelopes Available 

 

You can pick up your envelopes at the Visitor Center on Sunday or in the church office during normal     

business hours.  If you prefer, we can mail them to the home address on file.  Just check the box on your 

connection card and put it in the offering plate. If you forget your envelope on Sunday, there will always 

be one available in each worship bulletin or at the Visitor Center. Don’t forget to recycle your envelopes 

in the bins in the Narthex.  

 

The new envelope provides several options to give at Faith: 

 

• On Sundays: put your envelope in the offering plate at any Sunday service.  

• Through the mail: Faith offering envelope has return postage paid on it. Just drop it in the mail 

and it will come straight to our office. 

• Online: Visit www.faithbellaire.org, it is secure, fast and convenient! 

• Auto Debit/EFT: To regularly give once or twice monthly as you direct, fill out the form on the 

flap of the envelope or go to www.faithbellaire.org to sign up. 
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is to 

provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 
 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. We 

offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children will be 

involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an opportunity to grow 

socially.  
 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information.  

Who: New and Continuing Worship Assistants and anyone with an interest in serving in a 

Worship Assistant role. This includes assisting ministers, lectors, communion 

assistants, acolytes, and crucifers. 

 

What:  Review and Training for the different worship assistant roles during Sunday services. 

 

When:  Saturday, January 28, 2012 

 

Where:  8:30 AM coffee and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall 

  9:00 AM Training in the Sanctuary 

 

All new and continuing worship leaders are encouraged to attend this special time of training and     

review for the different roles of worship assistants. If you haven’t served before or are interested in 

learning a new position this is a great opportunity to step up.  Team coordinators will be there to         

instruct, demonstrate, answer questions, and discuss scheduling for the new year. 

 

For more information and to RSVP please contact Barbara McDowell at bhjmcd@aol.com or  

713-432-1971. 

Worship Leader Training 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—January 2012 

9:00 January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

Acolytes 2  Stephanie & Tommie 

Huwler 

Michael & Daniel Farner Thomas & Chelsea 

Spratlin 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

 Wendy & Dave Farner Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Barbara McDowell 

Nancy & Jon Holmes 

Asst Minister 1  Dottie Wichman Bob Medlen Bob Medlen Holly Spratlin-Hruska 

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

10:00 AM Service 
Only 

    

Greeters 2 

 

(see schedule below)     

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2  Tina Wood Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Sherrill Brekke 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Sherrill Brekke 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

11:15 January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

Acolyte Thomas Menke Thomas Menke Taylor Otte Tyler Grimsby Evan Watson 

Crucifer Elizabeth Menke Elizabeth Menke Quinn Otte Paul Hodde Natalie Dorman 

Lector Carl Watson     

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Jeanette Sebesta  

Bob Medlen 

    

Asst Minister Myra Condit Myra Condit Don Hodde Don Hodde Melanie Palmer 

Ushers 4 Charles Porter, Harvey 
Haveman, Jimmie 

    

Greeters 2      

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Tina Wood Tina Wood Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Sherrill Brekke 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Sherrill Brekke 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the 
church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 



January Calendar Events 

1 Sunday – 10:00 AM New Year’s Day Service 
 
2 Monday – Office Closed 
 

3 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone 
Satellite (307) / 6:30 PM Social Ministry (109) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (204) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

4 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 12:00 PM Youth & Family Board (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 
PM Pastor’s Bible Study (302) / 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board (101) / 8:00 PM AA 
 

5 Thursday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) /10:00 AM RR Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:45 PM Executive Board (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir 
(208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

6 Friday – 8:00 PM AA 
 

7 Saturday –9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 12:00 PM Learning 
Group Training (101) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 
 
8 Sunday- 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Launch Day / 11:15 AM Heritage / 12:30 PM Worship Board (109) / 4:30 PM 
Confirmation / 4:30 PM Handbells (202) 
 

9 Monday - 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307,400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) 
 

10 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 5:30 PM 
Worship Board (109) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Mtg. (FH) / 7:00 PM Church Council / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 
7:00 PM ISA (401) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

11 Wednesday 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s 
Bible Study (302) / 8:00 PM AA 
  
12 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 
 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

13 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300) / Staff / Council Retreat at Lutherhill (13th & 14th) 
 

14 Saturday –8:00 AM Thrivent Financial (101) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone 
Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 
 
15 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Learning TIme / 11:15 AM Heritage / 4:30 PM Handbells (202) /  
4:30 PM Confirmation 
 

16 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) 
 

17 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM 
Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 6:00 PM Day School / MDO Board (101) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (401) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

18 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (307, 400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 7:00 
PM Pastor’s Bible Study (302) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

19 Thursday –8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307, 400, 401) /6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 
8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

20 Friday – 6:30 PM Faith Family Fun (FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

21 Saturday - 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling (400) / 10:00 AM Property 
Board (109) / 3:00 PM AA (300)   
 
22 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage / 12:15 PM Parent/Driver Lunch (Parlor) / 4:30 
PM Handbells (201) / 4:30 PM Confirmation 
 

23 Monday - 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) 
 

24 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM 
Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (401) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

25 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (307, 400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 7:00 
PM Pastor’s Bible Study (302) / 8:00 PM AA 
 

26 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

27 Friday – 7:00 PM Middle School Human Dignity Retreat (return sat. at 8:00 PM) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

28 Saturday – 8:30 AM Worship Leader Training / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 9:15 AM Activities Board 
(FC Kitchen) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 
29 Sunday- - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 8:00 AM Blood Drive / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage / 4:30 PM Handbells 
(201) / 4:30 PM Confirmation 
 

30 Monday - – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 7:00 PM V8 Early Ford 
 

31 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM 
Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (401) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard @ Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mothers’ Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithchurchfamily.org (e-mail) 
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