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Scattered Thoughts 
by Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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As you read this, I will hopefully be back from enjoying your gift of my trek around this great country of 

ours.  But as I write this (on May 29, because Clayton asked for it early), that trip is still three weeks away. 

 

As you read this, Pastor Junfeng Tan and his family will have moved from the farmlands of South Dakota 

to the skyscrapers of Houston.  Thus will begin a new adventure in ministry for Pastor Tan and for us. 

 

As my mother would have said, “Who’da thunk it?” 

 

I’m placing all my cards on the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit “thunk it” and we are responding as we feel led 

and called.  I’m placing every card on that bet.  And because I am, although I have little idea where we are 

going, I am full of good confidence because I trust that the God who brought us safely thus far, will safely 

bring us home. 

 

Yes, I hope to have ridden around the United States by the time you read this.  I left home with a set of 

route cards that listed all the roads I hoped to take.  But they were simply guides.  I trust that by the time 

you read this I will have plenty of stories about things that surprised me, of plans that didn’t quite work 

out the way I had planned.  Because that is life and I’m OK with that.  God always knows far better than 

us and God invites us to trust along the journey. 

 

For today I want to share with you something that I have been carrying in my heart, something I took 

with me on the road.  It was something I got from Pastor Don Carlson, who preached for us on June 2.  

Near the end of May, Pastor Don wrote a reflection on the texts for that day which he shared with our 

synod.  In that reflection, Pastor Don quoted from the book, The Challenge of Diversity, written by David 

Rhoads, a New Testament professor at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago.  Here is the quote: 

 

"An imaginary example of a contemporary community shaped by Paul's vision for the church would be 

rooted thoroughly in the unconditional acceptance by God for all. Preaching, worship, and decision-

making would reinforce the proclamation of God's grace and reflect the spontaneity and freedom of 

Paul's gospel. Every week would be thanksgiving. The educational program would avoid moralizing and 

foster responsible relationships rooted in love. The community would be inclusive and organized for a 

ministry of mutuality. People would be accepting of one another, free to acknowledge weaknesses, eager 

to listen to each other, and able to encourage each other without recrimination. Visitors would experience 

not simply friendliness, but unconditional acceptance. The worship patterns, manner of decision making, 

structure, and educational program would reflect the strengths and needs of the diverse ethnic, racial, 

and gender groups that comprised the community. Conflicts and difficulties would be overcome in a 

positive way by seeking to restore an orientation to grace. The mission of the community would be to 

create righteousness [justice] in society, and it would include a strong commitment to overcome all forms 

of discrimination. The community might see itself as an experiment in grace where God's vision for 

humanity was being lived now." 

 

(David Rhoads. Challenge of Diversity: The Witness of Paul and the Gospels (Kindle Locations 772-779). 

Kindle Edition.) 

 

I read that quote and I realized that Dr. Rhoads just described the church that I have longed for, for my 

entire life, not just for 25 years of ministry.  Not only that, but he described the kind of congregation that 

we are willing to strive to be here at Faith.   

 

Please understand – it isn’t easy to be this kind of congregation.  The worldly forces of racism, exclusion, 

power, politics, culture, and sloth are all arrayed against us.  It will often feel like one step forward and 

three steps back.  And yet we trust.  We trust that we’re riding in God’s hands.  It might feel like we are 

making it up as we go along – because we are – but we travel with our compass pointed directly at Jesus.  

And though we might feel lost along the way, all roads lead home. 

Welcome  

Pastor Tan! 
 

Pastor Junfeng, 

Eunsook, John, and 

Joseph Tan are 

planning to arrive in 

Houston around 

July 10. They will be 

moving into an 

apartment at the 

Estates of Bellaire, 

not far from the 

church on Pin Oak 

Park. We want to 

give the Tan’s a bit 

of time to acclimate 

themselves to 

Houston so Pastor 

Tan’s first day in the 

office will be July 22 

and his first Sunday 

will be July 28. 

 

We want to 

welcome Pastor Tan 

and his family to 

Texas by collecting 

gift cards from local 

stores and 

restaurants, so they 

can experience all 

the wonderful 

things Houston has 

to offer. We will 

collect gift cards 

through July 7; you 

can drop off your 

gift card at the 

church office.  

 

Pastor Tan’s 

installation will be 

on August 25 at 

4:00 PM.  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Faith, I am humbled and honored to be called to serve as your associate 

pastor. My family and I are looking forward to moving to Houston in early July and joining you in God’s 

mission. Now I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and my family.  

 

I was born in a small village in the Shanxi Province of northern China in 1966, the same year when the 

infamous ten-year Chinese Cultural Revolution broke out.  Life was hard in my village, but I felt so lucky 

because my two brothers and I, unlike some other kids in my village, always had enough to eat. Another 

childhood blessing was that my parents valued education and always encouraged us to study hard and 

excel in school. My two brothers passed the provincial examinations and entered the same textile 

vocational school when they graduated from middle school (9th grade). I also passed the provincial examination but was 

denied admission to the vocational school because of my severe near-sightedness. I had no other choice but to attend a high 

school. Later I realized that my near-sightedness was a blessing in disguise. In 1985 I entered Northwest University in Xi’an, the 

ancient capital of China, and earned a master’s degree in literature in 1992. I stayed on in the same university and taught 

Chinese language as the second language to international students for five years. Some of my students were Catholic 

missionaries or Protestant evangelists. My first spiritual contact with Christianity was through reading Russian novelist Leo 

Tolstoy’s “Resurrection.” However, it was the personal contact and friendship with these Christian students that changed my 

thoughts and attitude toward Christianity. I began to read the Bible and will never forget the feelings of astonishment, 

attraction, and perplexity when I first read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. It was like I saw large streaks of lightning flash across 

the dark and stormy sky.  

 

In 1997 I came to the U.S. to pursue a graduate degree in Chinese literature at the University of Minnesota. Before I left China I 

told my friends, “I will study Christianity when the opportunity presents itself.” The opportunity did present itself much, much 

sooner than I had anticipated. To my own surprise, I was baptized at a Chinese Lutheran congregation near the University 

campus five months after I arrived in U.S. Seven months after my baptism I left the University and entered Luther Seminary at 

St. Paul. When I graduated from the Seminary in May 2002 I was so happy and excited to receive my first call from the South 

Dakota Synod.   

 

Having served parishes in South Dakota for almost six years, a thought arose in my heart that it was time for me to reconnect 

with the Chinese Christian community of the ELCA. So in the spring of 2008 I went to Los Angeles to attend the assembly of the 

ELCA’s Association of Asian and Pacific Islanders (AAPI).  After the Assembly I wrote to Dr. Pongsak, the program director for 

Asian ministries of the ELCA, and expressed my desire to serve a Chinese congregation. Dr. Pongsak told me there wasn’t any 

opportunity like that then. But my sense of calling to serve Chinese people did not go away. I prayed, and waited, and 

wondered.  Three years had passed and I didn’t have the slightest idea how God would answer my prayer. Then I received a 

phone call from Dr. Pongsak in November of 2011. He told me that a congregation in Houston was thinking about starting a 

Chinese ministry. “Do you want to consider this opportunity?”  I couldn’t believe my ears. I said “yes” and the rest is the story. 

The Bible says “The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps” (Proverbs 16:9).  How true it is! 

 

Shortly before I graduated from the Seminary, a Chinese friend asked me a question during a Bible study, “Junfeng, what is first 

‘not good’ in the Bible?” “It was not good for a man to be alone, Genesis 2:18.”  “Well, you’d better find a wife and get married 

before going to parish,” he said half-jokingly, half-seriously.  Several weeks later I met my wife Eunsook in Chicago. You see I 

went to Chicago to attend the AAPI Assembly. At the Assembly a good friend of mine, who is a Korean Lutheran pastor in 

Chicago, asked me, “Do you have a girlfriend?” “No. I don’t.” “Good. I want you to meet a girl, whose mother is a member of 

my church. I think she and you will make a good match.” I listened to him. Both Eunsook and I trusted and obeyed our 

matchmaker more than ourselves.  Having dated for three months over the phone and through emails, we got married and 

moved to my first parish in South Dakota.   

 

The great blessings that my wife and I have been graced with are our two sons, John, six years old, and Joseph, two.  We made 

the decision to adopt when the doctor told us we would not have biological children of our own. We went to Korea, Eunsook’s 

native country, to adopt John in May 2007. Last June-July, the three of us went to China to bring Joseph home. Both John and 

Joseph get super excited every time we make a trip to Sioux Falls, which is the biggest town in South Dakota and about 40 

minutes away from where we live now. Actually John used to dream of moving to Sioux Falls someday. Maybe he will when he 

grows up. Now, I think he and Joseph will love to live in Houston.  

 

Looking forward to meeting you all soon.   

The Lord Directs the Steps 
by Pastor Junfeng Tan  



Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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Faith Camp is almost over as I write this and it has been a great ride.  All of our numbers were up this summer, not by tons, but by 

enough to see growth.  I have received so many comments about what a great experience it is for both our campers and our staff.  

And it really is in so many ways. 

 

Sometimes Faith Camp is compared to Lutherhill or another camp, but it really can’t be.  Lutherhill’s staff are almost all college 

students.  Our paid staff has four less years of experience and maturity; and yet they can still hold their own.  They take their job 

very seriously as “disciple makers” and the campers look forward to when they are old enough to become a part of the staff.  That 

says a lot to me.  They were stars in Faith Lutheran’s crown over the last three weeks as they told the God stories, sang the God 

songs, and prayed to our God...all for our campers. 

 

I love all of that, but I am especially grateful for the number of adults who cleared their schedules to come out and support the staff 

in this large undertaking.  They didn’t have to...Faith Camp would go on without them, but I promise you - it is better BECAUSE of 

them.   

 

As I get ready for our High School Mission Trip, finish out the Spring Season of Learning, and still make this newsletter deadline, I 

just cannot be all over Faith Camp.  So I relied on the reports of my Positive Adult Presences (PAPs).  These adults were terrific.  

They never missed a shift and came with joy in their hearts and a smile on their faces.  I just want to take a few lines to publicly 

thank them. 

Thank You PAPs!! 
Brent Lamb  Myra Condit Cliff Condit Don Hodde Carol Strickland 

Diana Boihem  Toni Ruden Kathy Adams Karen Ellison Sharyn Otte 

Karen Elsen  Roxy Funchess Sara Karow Steve Leeman Margo Faulkner 

   Jeannette Sebesta   LaRae Nelson 

 

                             Blessings on Your Head, 
 

Great Job 

Tessa & Haley 



PAGE 5 J U L Y  2 0 1 3  I S S U E  7  

Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 
There is Something for Everyone 

 

Young Families = Single or partnered parents of infants, babies, and toddlers. 
• August 24 - Family Social at the Fast home 

 

Elementary School Families = Single or partnered parents with children PreK-5th grade. 
• August 23 - Back to School Pool Party 

 

Middle School Families = Single or partnered parents with children 6-8th grade. 
• August 24 - Back to School Pool Party 

 

High School Families = Youth in 9-12th grade and their folks. 
• July 20 - Schlitterbahn in Galveston 

 

Faith Families = Anyone of any age, marital status, kid status, etc. This is for EVERYONE. 
• August 9 - Family Game Night 

• September 27 - Family Art Night 

• October 25 - Family Trunk or Treat 

• November 15-17 - Family Camp at Lutherhill 

For more information on these events, contact Jennifer Finley at the church office. 

Please Be a Prayer Partner With a High Schooler on the Mission Trip! 
 

14 High School youth and two adults will be leaving immediately after The Gathering service on Sunday, July 

7 to head to Eureka Springs, Arkansas for a mission trip.  This will be an eye-opening experience for some of 

our kids.  The area where we will be serving is poor and living conditions are deplorable. We will be with 

other Christians doing our best to help improve some homes through roofing, painting, dry walling, and 

building a wheel chair ramp.  
 

While we are gone, it would really be a blessing for our participants to know that three people back home 

are praying for us by name.  And here’s the way we can make that happen… 
 

During worship on Sunday, July 7, there will be a basket made available for people to take a bracelet and put 

it on your wrist for the week.  Written on the bracelet, will be the name of one of the participants (there will 

be three bracelets for each name).  We are asking that you pray every day for that person and the bracelet 

will help you do that. 
 

Our mission trip will be more enhanced when we know that a “cloud of witnesses” is rooting us on in what 

may be very trying conditions.  Thank you in advance for supporting us in this way. 

 

High Schoolers to Schlitterbahn—July 20 
 

Watch bulletins and e-mails for details.  Friends are welcome, just make sure that you get them signed up 

on time! 

 

Lutherhill Sunday—July 28 at Heritage Service 

 
Wear your camp garb as we send off our elementary and middle school kids to camp at the Heritage service. 

 

Family Camp—November 15-17 
Mark your calendars now for the 3rd Annual Faith Family Camp at Lutherhill. All ages and families are 

invited to spend the weekend in God’s great outdoors.  Registration forms and more details to follow. 

Jennifer FinleyJennifer FinleyJennifer FinleyJennifer Finley    
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Talking during a movie is rude. 

I didn’t pay $10 to hear your story, or your snarky commentary, or your question because you can’t 

follow the plot. (This rant has now concluded.) That’s why I love watching movies at Alamo Drafthouse. 

They are zealous in their persecution of movie talkers. They have rules about talking. Rules that they 

actually back up: 

“We have a zero-tolerance policy towards talking and texting during the movie. If you talk or text, you 

will receive one warning. If it happens again, you will be kicked out without a refund.” 

(www.drafthouse.com/about) 

Silence during a movie is right. What about silence elsewhere? Why is silence sometimes 

uncomfortable? Why do we feel awkward when a silent lapse occurs during a conversation? Why do we 

feel the need to fill our daily lives and routines with noise? At the grocery store – earbuds inserted. At 

the gym – earbuds inserted. At work – earbuds inserted. What is the importance of silence? 

We discussed this very subject in a recent Learning Group using the book Worship Matters (Augsburg 

Fortress 2012): “Consider this page. Without the white space on this page, the black letters and the 

words they form would not be comprehensible. Similarly, consider music. The rests allow the musical 

notes to be heard. We believe this to be a foundational reality with God as well. God speaks a word out 

of silence, and the world is created. Silence is a powerful and important response in moments of awe. 

Here we are invited to imagine silence as a response to God that is even more profound than our words 

or songs of prayer and praise.” (p. 62) 

I’m reminded of the worship practices of our brothers and sisters in the Quaker/Friends Church. Their 

worship begins in silence, making room for the Holy Spirit to enter and move. They approach worship 

with neither a determination to speak nor a determination to remain silent. Patience, rest, and 

preparation are central in their worship gatherings. I’m also reminded of the way in which Elijah 

encountered God in 1 Kings 19: 

He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." Now 

there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 

LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound 

of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  

(1 Kings 19:11-13) 

Why is it that when we encounter silence 

during worship, we automatically assume 

that someone has missed their cue? We 

get panicky and our palms begin to 

sweat. If no one is speaking, or singing, or 

praying during worship, something has 

obviously gone wrong! Perhaps there is 

Someone speaking during the silences of 

worship. If only we had ears to hear it. 

Silence Is Golden 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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This summer they include: the young parents of a premature newborn, here until they can take their 

son home in July; a transplant patient from Dallas; and an Alabama resident here for a second stay 

while he receives treatment at MD Anderson.  In the coming months, they may include any of the 110 

people on the Faith House waiting list that hope for affordable housing when they travel to Houston 

for medical care at Houston’s Medical Center down the street.   
 

For 27 years, Faith House has provided comfortable, attractive, low-cost housing to help ease the 

financial burden faced by patients visiting the Medical Center for extended medical care. On 

September 21, 2013, we will celebrate the anniversary of the Faith House Ministry with a dinner to 

raise funds for the continued support of this successful ministry for years to come. 
 

The Faith House Ministry began with a generous monetary gift to Faith and two living units, created 

from the old parsonage.  Today, Faith House can house up to eight patients, with their caregiver(s), 

and consists of two fully-furnished apartments built on to the back of the Faith Center – each with a 

living room, dining area, kitchen, handicap accessible bathroom and two bedrooms – and the two-

story house behind the church.  The house has six private bedroom/bath units upstairs and a large 

den/eating area, parlor, dining room, and large kitchen downstairs that the guests and their caregivers 

share. 
 

The generous contributions of Faith members allow the ministry to maintain a modest daily rate of 

$24 for the apartments and $18 for the rooms in the house.  Of the 73 lodgings included on the “Joe’s 

House – A Lodging guide for Cancer Patients,” only three list daily rates lower than Faith House.  

Ronald McDonald House comes in just after Faith House at $25 per day.  Patients (and their caregiver

(s)) must stay a minimum of eight days and may stay at Faith House up to four months.  A place at 

Faith House can save a family already struggling with the financial burdens of an illness thousands of 

dollars over the course of their stay in Houston. 
 

At the heart of the Faith House ministry is the caring support of Faith members.  The Faith House 

board members and volunteers generously give their time and talents to manage the waiting list, 

check in guests, manage the facilities, visit the guests, coordinate Sunday suppers, and be on call to 

meet the needs of our guests. 

 

We hope that you will join the Faith House board and volunteers in celebrating the 27
th 

anniversary of 

Faith House at the “birthday” celebration dinner on September 21, 2013. Look for future 

announcements for Faith House “birthday gift” ideas.   

Who Are Our Faith House Guests?  
by Kelley Keller 

Rebecca-Ruth Circle will NOT meet on the first Thursday this month, but on the third Thursday, July 18  

at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room. Instead of the usual July 4 menu, all of the ladies are serving up 

their best salads for a cool summer lunch. Desserts will also be served. Pastor Kerry will lead the study 

before lunch is served. All are welcome!  

 

For questions, contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628.  

Rebecca-Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will not meet during July or August. We will start meeting again in September. 

Everyone is welcome! You should join us!  

 

For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 
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Read Psalm 33; Romans 13:1   

 

John 15:5: "Let every person be subject to the 

governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, instituted by God.” 

  

We are all subjects of the government under 

which we live. God's word affirms that every 

person is to be subject to the higher powers, 

whether in the nation, state, or city. Regardless of 

the form of government and the kind of rulers it 

may have, God demands we be subject to them, 

unless they order us to do something contrary to 

God’s word.  

 

Christian morality is not determined by political 

considerations, majority votes, or polls. God's 

word determines what we believe, teach, confess, 

and practice. A Christian must always stand up for 

the truth of God's word, whether or not it is 

politically correct. If God has spoken on an issue, 

the matter is settled! If God has not determined 

that something is right or wrong, people can have 

an honest and peaceful difference of opinion.  

 

We are to pray for our country and respect and 

obey the law. We might even run for office or 

serve in another way. Though by God's 

undeserved love we are citizens of heaven, God 

wants us to be God-pleasing citizens of our 

country on earth. May we reflect the love of God 

in Christ as citizens of our country. As we let our 

light shine, our government may be influenced by 

us, so that God's name will be hallowed, God’s 

kingdom come, and God’s will be done.  

 

Pray: Lord, help me to be a God-pleasing citizen. 

Amen.  

Christians and Our Country  
by Peggy Porter 

Stewardship Corner 

by Jim Brekke, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 

work.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

 

In the past five months we have discussed five different aspects of a biblical giver: being regular, 

intentional, generous, first, and proportional. This month we will take a look at the final aspect, which is 

one particularly well-suited to the fun and excitement of summer: being a cheerful giver. Although the 

verse “God loves a cheerful giver” from 2 Corinthians is perhaps the best known stewardship verse in 

the Bible, we often overlook delving into the context and meaning of Paul’s statement. The word 

translated "cheerful" in 2 Corinthians 9:7 is Ÿlarioj (hilaros) from which we get our word "hilarious." This 

doesn't mean that we give with "uncontrollable emotional laughter." The Greek word for “cheerful” 

means we give with deep joy for our participation in the work of God. When Christians understand that 

all they have is an entrustment from God, they begin to see their financial duty as a way to please their 

Lord and to gladly show their thankfulness to him. (Ref: Christina Ferguson, Stewardship Corner, May, 

2012) 

 

How do we clear this sixth threshold of giving cheerfully and with a willing heart?  For me, it was like 

diving into a swimming pool on a cold morning.  I knew it would feel uncomfortable, shocking, and 

pleasantly exhilarating all at the same time.  I knew it would be worth all of these sensations; after all 

what's better than a dip in the pool?  And once I was in the pool, all of the initial shock would go away 

and I would get used to the 50-degree water temperature in northern Wisconsin on a June morning. I 

found myself swimming -- a little bit chilly -- but it was all worthwhile. 

 

You may have heard the expression "for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." Taking 

that dive of giving cheerfully of your treasures (and time and talents) can feel a little like that instant 

when you dive into a swimming pool.  And the bottom line in all that follows is how good it is for your 

heart.     
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Well, school’s out for the Summer, but before we know it, it will once again be time for Back To School! 

I’m referring to Christian Community Service Center’s annual drive to outfit lower-income children in 

our 32 zip code service area in central and southwest Houston with grade-appropriate school supplies 

and new clothing. Students from pre-kindergarten through eighth grade are eligible for this program. 

Since the inception of the Back To School program in 1986, 92,439 students have been served. In 2012, 

Back To School served 6,546 students in need with school supplies and new clothing. The goal for 2013 

in 6,500 students. Here’s how we can help: 

 

CCSC’S greatest need for this program is financial backing. A contribution of only $45 will provide one 

student with a comprehensive packet of school supplies and new clothing/shoes specified by each 

school’s uniform requirements. Donations of ANY dollar amount can be made in one of three ways: 

 

1) Online at the secure CCSC website 

www.ccschouston.org, and designated to 

Back To School; 

 

2) By mailing a check (payable to CCSC with 

“Back To School” in the memo line) to CCSC, 

P.O. Box 27924, Houston, Texas 77227; 

 

3) In the offering plate at Faith Lutheran 

Church payable to Faith Lutheran Church with  

“Back To School” in the memo line.  

 

Our contributions will be tracked by placing a face on the school bus poster for each $45 collected. 

Here at Faith, we have the singular honor of hosting Back To School. Between 600–700 volunteers from 

various churches, service organizations, friends, and neighbors are needed to make Back To School a 

success. In addition to monetary donations to sponsor students, we have four opportunities to serve at 

this year’s event, all of which will take place on our campus: 

 

Thursday, July 25 – from 4:00—8:00 PM; supplies will be delivered to Faith (about 20 volunteers 

needed). 

 

Friday, July 26 – from 4:00—8:00 PM; literature will be assembled (about 20 volunteers needed). 

 

Saturday, July 27 – (two shifts) from 7:30 AM – 12:30 PM and 12:30 – 5:00 PM; sort and set up  

(as many workers as needed on an open schedule). 

 

Saturday, August 3 –  (two shifts) 7:30 – 11:30 AM OR 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM – distribution of supplies. In 

addition to those volunteers helping to process 6,500 recipients, and keeping with our core value of 

“radical hospitality,” we will offer a friendly welcome, 

information, water, shade, and refreshments to the students 

and those accompanying them. 

 

Signup sheets for these opportunities are available in the 

Fellowship Hall. CCSC is also asking for donations of gently 

worn school-appropriate closed toe shoes and clothing, 

especially sweaters, coats, jeans, and khaki pants. Donations 

should be marked “Back To School” and can be dropped off at 

Emergency Services (3434 Branard, Houston, Texas 77027), or 

at the Sunshine Resale Shop (5407 Bellaire Blvd, Bellaire, Texas 

77401). 

 

For more information, contact Janis Frnka (jjfdds@yahoo.com) or Don Hodde (donhodde@att.net). 

Fill the Bus for Back To School 

by Janis Frnka, Social Ministry Board  Member 



PAGE 10 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

Save the Date!!! 
by Joann Fry, Faith House Board Chair 

September 21, 2013 

 

Faith Lutheran Church began operating the Faith House ministry 27 years ago!  We will celebrate with a 

birthday party on September 21 – and we want you to be there to celebrate with us.  Please mark your 

calendar and plan on a birthday dinner including cake and ice cream for dessert! Have a great summer, 

and we will see you on September 21. 

In June we really enjoyed “Dads and Donuts” with all our wonderful Mother’s Day Out 

Dads!  Sometimes we don’t get to see Dads as much as Moms, so it was a nice treat to be able to have 

them for breakfast and celebrate their special day.  Also in June we have enjoyed watching all the fun 

activities at Faith Camp.  It really is neat over the years to see the campers become leaders.  

 

July is a hot month, but we have lots of fun activities to keep us cool.  Splash day is always a fun day, 

lots of water toys, baby pools, and sprinklers. I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream 

day! Everyone, even the teachers, love ice cream day with lots of yummy treats! We will also be 

learning about the beach.  Everyone always loves learning about sea creatures and all the colorful fish 

God has created for us to enjoy. 

 

We hope everyone is having a fun and safe summer! 

News from Mother’s Day Out 
by Meric Pinkerton, Mother’s Day Out Director 

Parents - do you need a night out on the town? We can help! 

 

Drop off your kids at Faith from 6:00—10:00 PM for fun childcare on Fridays this Summer, through  

August 2 (excluding July 5). You can enjoy your kid-free evening with a movie, romantic dinner, grocery 

shopping, or even doing the laundry! 

 

July 12 Karaoke Stage Night 

July 19 (Bible Bowl) Game Show Night 

July 26 Food Night 

August 2 Mini Carnival Night 

 

Only $15 for one child, $5 for each additional child, or $25 max per family. Pay online with a credit/

debit card at FaithBellaire.org/give. CASH ONLY at the door. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org. 

Parent’s Night Out—Fridays This Summer! 

On August 4, 2013, all blood drive participants will receive a coupon for a pint of their favorite Blue Bell 

Ice Cream. You won’t want to miss this blood drive!  If you are healthy, 17 or older, and weigh at least 

110 pounds (or 16 and weigh 123 pounds and have your parents permission) please sign up at church or 

you can sign up online at www.blooddrive.org (site 1037).  As always, there will be home made cookies! 

Making an appointment means there will be adequate staff to prevent waiting. If you have any 

questions about donating blood or how you can be involved with the success of blood drive if you are 

unable to donate, be sure to attend the “Be A Blessing” presentation on July 28 or contact Linda Lamb 

at 713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com.     

PINT FOR A PINT on August 4 

by Linda Lamb, Social Ministry Board Member 
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News from the Day School 

by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 

Our Storybook Summer got off to a great start this June!  We 

welcomed many new families and even some new teachers to our 

school community!  Miss Cecilia Infante joined us as a full time 

PreK teacher in the first week of June.  Miss Cecilia is definitely not 

a new face around the school.  She has been an exceptional 

substitute teacher over the past few years, and we loved her so 

much that we invited her to join us full time.  Welcome, Miss 

Cecilia!  Please read more about Miss Cecilia in her teacher profile 

below.   

 

During our Storybook Summer, we read a special book each week and participate in fun learning 

activities related to the book and its themes.  In June, we read How I Spent My Summer Vacation by 

Mark Teague, Just Me and My Dad by Mercer Mayer and The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister. Each child 

participated in weekly Cooking, Social Studies, Art, and Science classes related to themes including 

summer, Father’s Day, and life in the ocean.   

 

But that’s not the best part!  In mid-June, we had visits from Moody 

Garden’s Rainforest Roadshow and the Southwest Dairy Farmers’ Mobile 

Dairy Classroom.  When the Rainforest Roadshow visited, the children got 

to examine artifacts, including a bat skeleton, mounted butterflies, cocoa 

beans, and a basket made out of orange peel, as they learned about all of 

the ways that the rainforest helps us.  During the Mobile Dairy Classroom 

visit, the children got to see a cow named Missy up close and personal.  

We even watched as Farmer Larry milked her with a special machine called 

a claw. The children thoroughly enjoyed participating in these hands-on, 

interactive presentations and look forward to performances that are 

coming up in July.  

 

This month, we’ll read even more fun stories and have visits from a juggler during the week we read 

Olivia Saves the Circus by Ian Falconer and the Houston Museum of Natural Science’s Earth Science on 

Wheel Dinosaur Discovery Program.  What an exciting summer line-up! 

What class do you teach? I teach a PreK class. 

 

What are some of your hobbies? I love reading books, watching movies, and doing crafts. 

 

Where are you originally from? I am from an Asian country in the Pacific rim, the Philippines. 

 

Tell us about your family? I have five children. Three of them are already grownups and two are still in 

the elementary years. It is a big family, but it is what keeps me busy, active, and inspired every day of 

my life. 

 

Can you tell us a fun fact about yourself? "Real teachers do not take "NO" for an answer unless it is 

written in a complete sentence." (Of course, they want to develop the language skill of each child.) 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? When I am able to watch each child blossom every day in his/her 

own little and unique way is such a joy. As a teacher, I always believe that every child is precious and 

that I have to impart to them the enthusiasm to learn and the values to become better persons. 

Congratulations Cecilia Infante 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 
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BE A BLESSING! 
by Don Hodde, Chair of Social Ministry Board 

We talk a lot about serving others here at Faith. Making a difference! Are you looking for more ways 

to do that? Why not consider joining the Social Ministries Team here at Faith! Social Ministries is a 

team that helps coordinate a number of activities and events throughout the year that make a 

difference for others in our community. We are the primary link for Faith Church to the Christian 

Community Service Center (CCSC), a coalition of more than 40 churches that pool resources and 

volunteers to do more for others than any one church could do on their own! Through CCSC Faith 

members provide staffing for the Gethsemane Food Pantry one Saturday each month. Faith hosts the 

annual CCSC Back to School Drive in August, and pulls a team of volunteers together for preparing toys 

and food for Christmas giving during December’s Jingle Bell Express. Social Ministry hosts four blood 

drives a year, sponsors the Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday, partners with Vida Nueva in Lima, Peru, 

coordinates teams to participate in events like the NAMI walk, Bellaire Recycles, and a host of other 

activities! 

A key part of our Christian mission is to be in service to others. It is true: you get so much more from 

serving than what you give to do so! There is much to do, and we need your help! Will you consider 

helping out? Contact Don Hodde or Lorah Gough to learn more! 

Ready to Make a Difference? 
by Don Hodde, Chair of Social Ministry Board 

This summer, between Seasons of Learning, the Social Ministry team will host “Be a Blessing” fairs on 

Sundays from June 30-July 28. These sessions will be held during the regular learning hour, 10:15-

11:00 AM in the Parlor. Bring your appetite – there will be plenty of great food for a mid-morning 

breakfast! These sessions will feature guest speakers from a variety of organizations to help familiarize 

you with their ministries and provide information on how you can get connected to serving others! 

 

The schedule for these Sundays is as follows: 

 

June 30: CCSC representative Karen Holloman will be discussing various ministries offered by CCSC, 

including Emergency Services, the Gethsemane Food Pantry, Job Net, the upcoming Back to School 

drive, and others.   

 

July 7: Lutheran Social Services of the South (LSSS) Chief Development Officer Evan Moilan and Diane 

Covert from the Krause Children’s Center (an LSSS ministry) will be the speakers. Evan is also V.P. 

of the Gulf Coast Synod Council. 

 

July 14: Lutheran World Relief representative Paul Marsh will be the speaker. Paul is a former member 

of Faith Lutheran from many years ago! 

 

July 21: Mental Health Awareness will be the focus. Ashley Montondon from LMSW will be the 

speaker.  

 

July 28: Blood Drive Promotion Sunday! Patricia LeBlanc from The Blood Center will be the speaker, 

getting us ready and motivated to participate in our 3
rd

 Blood Drive for 2013, which will be 

Sunday, August 4. 

 

There will be promotional materials and ways to sign-up at every event to provide Faith members 

opportunities to get involved in these worthy organizations/services. 

 

We are called to serve. There are so many ways to do this, but it can be hard to get the awareness of 

just what opportunities are out there, and what might be a fit for you!  We hope these sessions help 

you find a ministry that touches your heart and motivates you to “Be a Blessing” to others!  See you 

there! 



God’s Warm Embrace   
by Christine Donahue, Mission Interpreter Coordinator of the Gulf Coast Synod 

JULY 2 0 1 3   ISSUE 7 PAGE 13 

Ndenaghafumwa Umburi (her name means “let us 

glorify God”) is a busy woman to say the least. 

Ndenaghafumwa, who goes by Mankia for short, lives 

on a shamba (farm) on the slopes of Mount 

Kilimanjaro, the tallest freestanding mountain in the 

world. I met Mankia and her family the day they 

received two LWR Mission Quilts, delivered by the 

local Lutheran pastor. (The Quilts arrived just in time 

as it was rainy season in Tanzania and quite cold and wet in the village.) 

 

On the day I spent with Mankia, she prepared breakfast for her family, cut banana leaves to feed her 

cows, harvested mchicha (amaranth greens) and cooked them for lunch, walked to a distant field to 

weed her corn and bean crops, walked back home, cooked supper, tidied her small home and cleaned 

up all the dishes from the day. She also shared a good laugh with a neighbor who dropped by, hosted 

her pastor for tea, and caught up on the village news with 

another neighbor. 

 

At the end of the long and busy day Mankia was able to rest 

warmly under her new LWR Mission Quilt. The second Quilt 

covered her son, Goodlove, who has been confined to his 

bed for 18 years after a fall from an avocado tree left him 

paralyzed from the waist down. An extra layer of warmth 

from an LWR Mission Quilt will help prevent what could be a 

life-threatening illness for Goodlove, who is especially 

vulnerable to extreme weather conditions. 

 

And just as the Quilts will warm Goodlove and Mankia physically, they will also warm them spiritually 

and emotionally as they feel supported and cared for by people who are serving Christ through serving 

them.  

 

Does your congregation have quilters? Encourage them to make quilts for LWR’s 2013 quilting 

campaign. Through programs like this, we, as the ELCA, are changing lives! Thank you! To view a video 

about Ndenaghafumwa Umburi go to: hTp://youtu.be/Lzgi553fLHA. To get more informaUon on LWR’s 

2013 quilt campaign, visit:  http://lwr.org/quiltcampaign. 

 

We cannot be quiet about what we have seen and heard! Acts 4:20 

A new worship experience has begun at Faith. On Sunday, July 14, 

6TEN will have its second worship experience. We launched the 

first 6TEN on June 9 with a great group of 30 worshipers. 

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple of reasons. One, because the 

experience will begin at 6:10 PM. The name also comes from a 

story in the Bible about Jesus healing a man with a withered 

hand. Luke 6:10 says, “After looking around at all of them, he said 

to him, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was 

healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an experience of gratitude and healing.” 

Through holy communion, anointing with oil, music, and prayer 

we will lift our hands in thanksgiving for God’s restoration and 

redemption. Everyone is welcome. 

6TEN Worship on July 14 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—July 2013 

9:00 

 

July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28 

Acolytes 2 Joshua & Jacob 

 Boihem 

Harrison Funchess 

Tommy Huwyler 

Michael & Daniel 

 Farner 

Annabelle Allen 

Helen Hecht 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Elaine & Awny  

Gabriel 

Mark & Marsha 

 Zimmermann 

Marlaena Dobbins  

Kelley Keller 

Kelley Keller 

Emma Keller 

Asst Minister 1 Holly Hruska-Spratlin Holly Hruska-Spratlin Susan Tallman Susan Tallman 

Ushers 4 Cory & LaRae Nelson Eric Lerch 

Karen Ellison 

Nancy & Jon Holmes The Paulsons 

Greeters 2 Melinda McGouldrick 

Ken & Liz Trunnell 

Ken & Liz Trunnell Ken & Liz Trunnell Ken & Liz Trunnell 

Common 

Grounds 

Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Youth/Family Board Youth/Family Board Youth/Family Board Youth/Family Board 

Altar Guild 2 Barbara Hodde Barbara Hodde Doris Williams 

Betty Dossey 

Doris Williams 

Betty Dossey 

11:15 July 7 July 14 July 21 July 28 

Acolyte Myra Condit Myra Condit Barbara McDowell Myra Condit 

Crucifer Thomas Menke Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke Thomas Menke 

Lector Sharon Koch Tiffany Stone Jan Zunker Lucille Galassini 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Melanie Palmer 

Doug Elsen 

Melanie Palmer 

Doug Elsen 

Tom Dorman 

Bob Medlen 

Tom Dorman 

Bob Medlen 

Asst Minister Karen Elsen Karen Elsen Sharon Koch Sharon Koch 

Ushers 4 Charles Porter 

Jimmie Zunker 

Steve Stuyck 

Charles Porter 

Jimmie Zunker 

Steve Stuyck 

Charles Porter 

Jimmie Zunker 

Steve Stuyck 

Charles Porter 

Jimmie Zunker 

Steve Stuyck 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Lucille Galassini 

Visitor Center Youth/Family Board Youth/Family Board Youth/Family Board Youth/Family Board 

Altar Guild 2 Barbara Hodde Barbara Hodde Doris Williams 

Betty Dossey 

Doris Williams 

Betty Dossey 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 

trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 



July Calendar Events 

 

1 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)  

 

2 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (Parlor) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) /  

7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

3 Wednesday – 11:45 AM Youth & Family Board Meeting / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Grief Share (101) /  

8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

4 Thursday Independence Day  –All Day Office/DS/MDO Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

5 Friday –  8:00 PM AA (300)     

 

6 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Sunday  – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship (FH) / 10:15 AM Be a Blessing Sundays (Parlor) / 

10:15 AM Free Play (FC Gym) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM  Worship Board  Meeting (101) / 12:30 PM High Schoolers to Mission Trip 

 

8 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

9 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) /  

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

10 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Grief Share (106) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

11 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Faith Choir/ Dinner & Party (Offsite) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

12 Friday –  All Day High Schoolers Return from mission trip / 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

13 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Sunday  – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship (FH) / 10:15 AM Be a Blessing Sundays (Parlor) /  

10:15 AM Free Play (FC Gym) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 6:10 PM  6TEN Worship (FC Gym)  

 

15 Monday  – All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

16 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School/Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

17 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Grief Share (106) /  8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

18 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca-Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

19 Friday –  6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

20 Saturday – 8:00 AM High Schoolers to Shlitterbahn / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship (FH) / 10:15 AM Be a Blessing Sundays (Parlor) /  

10:15 AM Free Play (FC Gym) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 1:00 PM Lord Of Life Lockin (FC Gym) 

 

22 Monday –   3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   

 

23 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

24 Wednesday –  3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Grief Share (106) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

25 Thursday –   8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 4:00 PM CCSC Back To School (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Sanctuary) /  

8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

26 Friday –  4:00 PM CCSC Back To School (FC Gym) / 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Saturday –  7:00 AM CCSC Back To School (FC Gym) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship (FH) / 10:15 AM Be a Blessing Sundays (Parlor) /  

10:15 AM Free Play (FC Gym) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

29 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 4:00 PM CCSC Back To School (FC Gym) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

30 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

31 Wednesday –  7:00 AM CCSC Back To School (FC Gym) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Grief Share (106) / 8:00 PM AA  
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