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Sunday  

Worship Schedule 

 8:30 AM The Gathering 

9:45 AM Sunday Study             

(all ages) 

11:00 AM Traditional 

New look…. 
 We've updated the look of the Mountain Mover AND we have made it 

available on our website.  You can now find the monthly newsletter 

AND the monthly calendar at www.faithchurchfamily.org 

During the May meeting of the Church Council a 

motion was passed to change our Sunday  

morning worship/learning schedule effective 

Sunday, July 3rd.  As of that Sunday, the early 

service will begin at 9:30 AM and the late  

service will remain at 11:00 AM. 

 

Included in the same motion was a call to  

continue the process currently underway with 

the Parish Education Board to re-think what 

Sunday morning learning will look like for  

children through adults. 

 

We hope that this time change helps us connect 

with more people in worship.  Most people who 

prefer the alternative worship style of our early 

service will appreciate a later start time. 

 

At some point in the future, when the time 

seems right and we have enough people  

seeking an earlier worship opportunity, we 

hope to add another traditional format service 

at 8:00 AM.   And our dreams include someday 

adding an evening service on Saturday or  

Sunday with a focus on recovery/healing. 

 

As noted in Jennifer Finley's column on page 5, 

the Parish Education Board is now working a 

process that will change how we do Sunday 

morning learning times for children.  The  

ultimate goal will be to have a new schedule in 

place by September.  Between now and then, 

they will be working this process, investigating 

alternatives, inviting feedback, etc.  Our current 

traditional Sunday School classes will end at the 

end of June and not meet during July.  There 

will, however, be gatherings scheduled during 

July to invite parents into designing what we 

will be doing in September. 

 

As for adult groups, this change in worship 

times effectively doubles our opportunities for 

Christian learning and small groups.  Rather 

than one hour at 9:45 AM, we will have two 

available hours for both children and adults.   

 

Current adult classes will choose to meet either 

at 9:30 AM or 11:00 AM or they might name an 

additional leader and split into two groups. 

 

We all know that we have been here before.  

We last changed our Sunday schedule back in 

2006 or so when we moved from three services 

to two.  We now know that that change actually 

resulted in reaching fewer people.  Our average 

worship attendance fell from 261 (2006) to 207 

(2010) and we now have fewer young people in  

Sunday School. 

 

Our hope is to turn this around and we trust, as 

we work with and cooperate with one another, 

this will be a step in the right direction. 

Coming soon… 

Worship/Learning Schedule Changes in July 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jeru-

salem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  Acts 1:8 

 

In Luke's telling of the Jesus story, these are the last earthly words that the disciples heard from the 

mouth of Jesus.  They are his final words of promise.  They not only describe the future that now 

stretches out before the disciples, they also promise that the disciples will not be on their own. 

 

At the end of Matthew, Jesus promises to be with the disciples to the end of time.  Here in Acts, Jesus 

promises to empower the disciples to do what needs to be done.  Their job is to open the sails of their 

lives that the Holy Spirit might take them where they need to go, to do what only they can do.   

 

I think of this verse every time I see the logo for our congregation.  I don't know what was 

running through the mind of whoever created the logo but I see the cross as a sail filled with 

the wind of the Holy Spirit.  To me this is both hopeful and scary.  It is hopeful as a reminder 

that we do not do what we do on our own.  God is our guide, our comfort, our strength, our 

hope, our purpose.  It is scary because it reminds me that we are literally at the mercy of the 

wind. 

 

We can choose to hoist our sails, to tack appropriately or even to throw out the sea anchor...but we can't 

control the wind.  In so many wonderful and exhilarating ways, we are just along for the ride. 

 

And the promise says that we will be witnesses to what God is up to in the world and what God has    

accomplished through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  I love the word witness because it has two 

meanings.  We are eye-witnesses when we see something happening and we are I-witnesses when we 

are called upon to testify to what we have seen and heard.  I think that is God's plan and has been all 

along.  God reveals himself to us in special ways and then sends us on a mission to share what we have 

seen and heard.  This is how it works from Abraham and Sarah through those disciples in Acts all the way 

up to us.  First we experience God, then we share what we have seen and heard. 

 

But how do we do this?  How does this work?  How can we do it better? 

 

Through the month of June I want us to take a little closer look at how it is that God uses us to bear     

witness to others in our daily lives.  Beginning on Sunday, June 5th, and for each of the following Sundays, 

I hope to use the message time in each worship service to encourage and equip you toward greater    

confidence in your identity and purpose as individual witnesses to God's active presence in your lives and 

in our world.  I've never done a message series quite like this one so I'll be learning along the way with 

you.  I hope you find it helpful. 

 

June 5—"Gifts Are For Giving"  Acts 1:6-14, John 17:10-11 

June 12—"Open Our Mouths"  Acts 2:1-21, John 20:19-23 

June 19—"Teaching the Faith"  Genesis 1:1-2:4a, Matthew 28:16-20 

June 26—"Doing Our Part Our Way"  Jeremiah 28:5-9, Matthew 10:40-42 

 

As we continue to sail ahead, I am very grateful to announce that Stacy DeClouette is coming on board in 

the office on June 1st as our new office manager.  She brings many gifts and skills to this new position 

and brings us one step closer to the staff team that we need to do the best we can as a congregation.  

Thank you to Joann Fry, George Amundson and Marsha Zimmerman for helping me design a new job  

description, cull through resumes, and prepare for our interviews.  And thank you to everyone for your 

financial gifts which make it possible for us to build the staff team that we need.  Sail on! 

 

 

A Time for 

Prayer and  

Listening 
 

Thank you to all 

who were able to 

participate in our 

day of listening 

and prayer. 

 

We were reminded 

that the church is 

called to fulfill 

God's dream in the 

world, not the 

other way around. 

 

We were blessed 

with the            

opportunity to 

pray with and for 

one another.   

 

We read, again 

and again, how 

God uses people to 

achieve God's  

mission in the 

world.  We were 

reminded that WE 

are included in 

that plan. 

 

The experience, 

the conversation, 

the "sticky noted" 

information, are all 

in the mix now as 

we seek to discern 

language which 

captures our  

God-given  

purpose. 



"The goal of our stewardship ministry is to help 

God's people grow in their relationship with Jesus 

through the use of the time, talents and finances 

God has entrusted to them."   

            Charles R. Lane 

 

The petition of the Lord’s Prayer “Give us this day 

our daily bread” is our assurance that God will  

provide for us.  Martin Luther, in his explanation of 

the fourth petition explains, “Truly God gives daily 

bread to evil people, even without our prayer. But 

we pray in this request that He will help us realize 

this and receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.”   

 

Since we are stewards of God’s daily bread, how do 

we show our thanksgiving?  The challenge for all of 

us is to accept God’s gifts and to know that he 

made it all possible. 

 

In his book Giving to God, Mark Allen Powell says, 

“We offer to God what God has first given us and 

know that God will continue to provide for us the 

secret of being content.” 

 

The Stewardship Board would like to thank the 

congregation for its increased giving this past 

month.  Let us keep it up. 

 

 

General Fund   (As of 5/15/11) 

Offering rcv’d  for Operating Budget           $251,673 

Needed to meet Budget                                $302,120 

Actual Offering  vs, Need to  Meet             -$50,477 

 

Capital Campaign: 

Update information through (5/22/2011): 

Total number of responders:  142 

Total 3-Year Commitment : $1,107,874.00  

Total received thru 4/10/2011:       $587,790.49 

If you have ever had questions 

about this book, now is the 

time to come and study with 

us. Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet, June 2, 2011 at  

10:00 AM, in the Conference 

Room.  

 

Pastor Nelson will continue 

with the study of Revelation. 

We will explore this letter 

slowly in order for everyone to 

come to a deeper  

understanding and feel more 

comfortable with this text.  

 

Everyone is welcome!  

Bring a lunch and stay for the  

wonderful desserts and  

fellowship.  For any questions 

or further information, please 

contact Patti Hickerson at 

713-668-3628 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

By Doug Elsen, Chair of the Board of Stewardship and Finance 
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A creed is a statement of beliefs.  We, as a Christian church, have 3 creeds 

that we state as a public confession of who we are – the Apostles Creed, the 

Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.  What if each of our families at Faith 

Lutheran Church also had a set of beliefs that would be the compass or map 

for how their family lived?  Author Steven Covey said this about a family 

creed, “it will anchor your family’s identity.  Without one, a family is just  

letting life happen.  A family is in danger of being swept along with the flow of 

society’s values and trends – with no sense of purpose.” 
 

As Christian people, we can do better than that.  We can define who we want 

to be and out of that being comes the doing.  The “who” we choose to be 

results in the “what” we do with our lives.  And our “doing” is in response to 

what Jesus did for us. 
 

18 Families committed to creating a Family Creed on May 15
th

.  If you would 

like to be a part of that group, please let Jennifer Finley know.  

Family Creeds 



Page 4 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

 

Update from the Christian Community Service Center  
 

 

Michelle Shonbeck, Executive Director of CCSC was with us in worship on May 22.  She greeted the congregation at both services 

and led an adult forum.  She shared an invitation to us at Faith to form some teams of people willing to work in Saturdays to staff 

the food pantry at Gethesemane Methodist Church, just down the road from us on Bellaire.  Their goal is to open service on  

Saturday in July, with operating hours being 9:00 AM to Noon or 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  We'll share more about this in worship. 

 

After 30 years of service to the community, CCSC remains a vital resource to our neighbors  

in crisis. Once a small pantry located in a converted plumbing shack operated by two or three volunteers, in 2010 we offer a dy-

namic menu of opportunities which focus on three key areas: basic necessities, employment and children. Yet, our mission is stead-

fast and the support of 42 local congregations helps sustain it. While CCSC’s administration  

continued to exceed industry standards, our coalition impacted many lives throughout the year: 
 

♦ Emergency Services responded to continued demand for basic needs by providing food, clothing, financial assistance and referrals 

to 22,577 persons in crisis. This effort included helping 855 families avoid homelessness or substandard living conditions by assisting 

with electricity, water, natural gas, and rent payments. More than 245,400 pounds of food was provided to hungry neighbors and 

11,744 clients benefitted from gently-used clothing. The Community Garden harvested 3,201 pounds of fresh produce, aiding clients’ 

nutritional well-being. 
 

♦ The Gethsemane Food Pantry expanded to four days of operation, working to address hunger in the southwest portion of our 

service area. The pantry fed 21,831 persons from 5,547 households – a 19% increase from the prior year. Of those served, 48% were 

children, and 55% of client households included one or more employed adults. The Garden at Gethsemane produced its initial 

harvest – 3,755 pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables. 
 

♦ JobNet served 375 job-seekers by offering skill-building workshops, computer training, job leads, resume development, business 

attire, and access to office equipment. We saw an inspiring leap in the number of participants who found work in 2010 – 30% were 

gainfully employed. JobNet’s personalized design increases clients’ skills and confidence, especially those who face significant  

employment barriers. 
 

♦ Martha’s Way engaged 158 participants in the 42-hour residential housekeeping training program. This number reflects a 21% 

increase from last year, which is a result of CCSC strategically increasing the number of vocational training classes offered. A recent 

survey of Martha’s Way graduates shows that six months after completing the program, the average client had increased her wages 

by 433%. 
 

♦ Back To School touched the lives of 6,160 underprivileged children. By providing these students (Pre-K to 8th grade) with  

comprehensive school supplies, new school attire, and gently used shoes and clothing, children are far better prepared to achieve 

academic success. 
 

♦ Jingle Bell Express provided 3,224 children from low-income families with new toys and books for their Christmas celebrations. 

Each of their 967 families also received a food package for this special time of year. This uniquely designed program addresses many 

client needs including literacy and hunger. 
 

♦ The Louise J. Moran Vision Care Program partnered with local elementary schools to provide vision screening services to 1,642 

children. A total of 409 students then benefited from professional eye exams at University Eye Institute, with 373 of them receiving 

new prescription glasses. 
 

♦ The Sunshine Resale Shop netted $72,868 from the sale of donated items, a decrease from the prior year’s sales due to the  

recession. Shop proceeds are channeled into CCSC’s mission allowing more clients to be served. The store also provides a great  

service to community members who are living on a fixed or limited income by selling items at a fraction of retail cost. 
 

♦ 1,958 CCSC volunteers contributed 42,500 hours of service across the organization – the estimated monetary value of this  

contribution is $886,125. Approximately 430 persons were involved in on-going service commitments and 31 groups helped with 

special projects. Thank you, CCSC volunteers! 

 

CCSC’s mission is to serve the poor, hungry, disabled and otherwise needy  

while respecting their religious, ethnic, or cultural differences. 

 

To get involved with our mission, call 713-961-3993. To make a secure donation, please visit our website: www.ccschouston.org 



Page 5 J U N E  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  6   

The unknown can be terrifying. The unknown can be 

anxiety causing. The unknown can be exhausting. 

However, the unknown can also be thrilling,  

exhilarating, ground breaking and even....better 

than what we have known. 
 

Your leadership at Faith Lutheran Church is  

re-examining what we know and beginning to  

discuss what we do not know. We are in the midst of 

all of those feelings - sometimes even all at once, 

and that can be extremely uncomfortable. So, to 

ground myself, I’m making a list of the things we 

KNOW in the area of youth and family faith  

formation... 
 

∗ Faith is caught more than it is taught 

∗ Moms, Dads, and Grandparents are the #1 

influencers on children's faith 

∗ Many parents feel ill-equipped to be faith 

leaders in their homes 

∗ 90% of youth surveyed couldn’t articulate a 

faith that connected grace, forgiveness, sin, 

hope, or redemption to their  

 everyday lives (National Study on Youth 

 and Religion) 

∗ The research on the positive impact of a 

family gathered around the dinner table on 

a regular basis is overwhelming 

∗ People fall in love with people – not  

 programs or curriculums 

∗ Meaningful worship is central to a  

 community of faith 

∗ The more healthy and faithful adults we 

connect with our kids, the more healthy 

and faithful kids we will have 

∗ Thriving congregations have an  

 abundance of “God talk” in their  

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

 environment (lots of conversations about 

 what God is doing in people’s lives) (2004 

 Exemplary Youth Ministry Study) 

∗ Our kids, our friends, our family and the 

world need to hear our stories of faith 
 

The Parish Ed Board is currently researching  

different models of doing Christian education.  

Sunday school as we know it here at FLC will end 

on June 26
th

.  At this time, we don’t know what 

model will take its place.  The plan is for the PE 

Board to meet often and spend a lot of time  

talking about the things we know and what that 

could look like implemented differently.  As of 

now, we don’t know what July 3
rd

 will look like.  

Our goal is to have something in place for Rally 

Day that will meet the faith needs of our families 

for the long haul - something that reflects the list I 

made of things we know. 
 

Thank you to the 18 families that committed to 

creating a family creed following my sermon on 

May 15
th

.  I think that while we examine as a  

congregation who Faith Lutheran Church is – we 

can only be even more effective in that if we know 

who we are as individuals and individual families.   

 

If you would like help in creating a family creed, I 

would be happy to be available for that.  And as I 

stated on May 15
th

, I am also happy to help you 

create something that is printable and can be 

hung in your home to remind your family of “who 

you all want to be, and how you will live your lives 

out of that creed.” 
 

Blessings on your head, 

Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Welcome to Faith! 

Stacy DeClouette 

Our New Office Manager 

Stacy is originally from central Louisiana but has 

lived in Texas since 1997; she calls herself a 

“Texana”.   

Stacy comes to Faith from CrossPoint Community 

Church (LCMS) where for the past three years she 

was the Director of Communication and              

Administrative Services.  

 

She managed the day-to-day operations of the 

business office, supported the pastoral staff and 

supervised staff and volunteers.  

Stacy brings over 15 years of corporate experience 

in Human Resources, Accounting and general  

office management. 

Stacy has two daughters, Ayana and Kevondra, 

who are both currently attending college. When 

she is not at work she enjoys cooking, hanging out 

with her girls, and traveling. 



Romans 6:8 - "Now if we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we will also live with Him." 

  

It has been said, "If you do the crime, you do 

the time."  Scripture tells us, "The wages of sin 

is death" (Romans 6:23).  We have all "done the 

crime," and by God's Law, we must all "do the 

time." 

  

Jesus' death on Calvary did not change God's 

mind or alter the required punishment.  Instead, 

it gave us the means by which we could "do the 

time" without enduring the pain of the  

punishment.  This is what the gift of Baptism is 

all about.  When we were baptized, we literally 

died with Jesus when He was crucified on the 

cross (Romans 6:6).  In God's eyes, our  

punishment was complete. 

Having died with Jesus, we have also risen to new 

life with Him.  Baptism was our first resurrection, 

a rebirth into eternal life by the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.  Having been raised this first time, we shall 

rise again on Judgment Day.  The gift of Baptism is 

that we are never apart from Jesus, and though 

our bodies may rest in the ground for a time, on 

the Last Day Jesus will call us forth.  We will stand 

before the judgment seat of God and be told that 

our time has already been done on the cross of 

Calvary. 

  

Prayer:   Thank You, Jesus, for dying in my place 

and paying for my sins.  Help me to live a life that 

reflects Your great love.  Amen. 

  

The Day of Pentecost, Sunday, June 12, 2011. 

Prayer Corner 

Our First Funeral 
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Over 300 Lutherans from our synod gathered in 

assembly on May 20-22 at the Galveston  

Convention Center.  George and Terry Amundson, 

Janis Frnka, Pastor Nelson and Jennifer Finley  

represented Faith.  Don Hodde and Arthur  

Murphy attended as members of the Synod  

Council and Peggy Hahn was there as a she serves 

on the bishop's staff. 

 

The theme of the assembly was around new  

paradigms for youth and family ministry.  Paul Hill, 

a leading voice in youth/family ministry for over 

35 years, was the keynote speaker.  Peggy Hahn 

gave a keynote speech on Saturday morning  

outlining a new strategy to help congregations 

across our synod rethink and improve in  

developing a faith that makes a real difference in 

people of all ages. 

 

Our own Jennifer Finley addressed the assembly 

on Sunday morning along with Paul Hill.  Among 

other things, she shared what we are doing at 

Faith with the idea of developing family creeds. 

 

The assembly passed several resolutions.  Two 

were directed to our synod and the upcoming 

Churchwide assembly to be proactive in opposing 

and preventing bullying and harassment.  One  

encouraged action on behalf of retired clergy 

whose pensions have been significantly reduced 

due to the recession. 

Congregations were encouraged to include 

budget line items to support the work of the  

Lutheran Seminary Program of the Southwest, 

our seminary program in Austin which does an  

exemplary job in preparing people to serve in 

ministry through alternative tracks to ordination.  

It is the only seminary program in the country 

that is completely bilingual, preparing new  

pastors to serve in places with growing Latino 

populations. 

 

Bishop Rinehart reported on his recent trip to 

our companion synod in the Central African  

Republic.  He was particularly moved by the joy 

he experienced in their worship lives and how 

that rapidly growing church connected sharing 

God's love and practical help in education, health 

care, and economic development. 

 

The assembly also heard from President  

Rev. Armando Capcha of the Iglesia Luterana  

Evangelica Peruana (ILEP, the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in Peru.)  The Church Council of 

Faith recently passed a motion to become a  

sister congregation to Vida Nueva, a small  

congregation in Lima.  Several Faith members 

will be traveling to Peru this summer with a 

group led by Peggy Hahn. 

Texas/Louisiana 

Gulf Coast Synod 

Assembly Report 



Our annual bike-a-thon was held on Friday, April 29
th

.  We have to-date received $1,500 in donations.  

This money is earmarked for replacement classroom furniture that continued to deteriorate while in 

storage.  We are still accepting donations if you have some spare $$$ sitting around ☺ 

 

The end of the year Family Chapel, Kindergarten Graduation, and Spring Picnic was wonderful.  The 

children sang beautifully and the kindergarteners were very impressive in their royal blue robes and 

mortarboard caps.  As always, they received their very own Bible with an inscription as a keepsake of 

their years here at Faith Lutheran Day School.  When asked what their favorite memories of Faith Day 

School will be, they listed journaling, math, centers, computer, Mini-Gym, drawing, reading, doing 

homework, playground, centers, and eating!  We wish those who are moving on in the summer the 

best of luck in their new schools.  We hope that they will visit soon and often! 

 

The children are looking forward to splash days beginning on Friday, June 10
th

.  We’ll pull out the  

wading pools, hoses, and sprinklers – the result?  Wet and sandy children!   

 

Super K’s will again be going to Evergreen pool for swimming lessons and will attend a week at Faith 

Camp.  Ms. Pat will continue her tradition of being the Super K teacher.  We are looking for a couple of 

extra appropriate field trips to send them on. 

 

 “Miss Jessica” Cook has completed her first year as our Kindergarten teacher and did a superb job.  We 

are happy that she is a part of our Faith family! 

 

Last month we learned about Mexico as Ms. Tina’s class performed the Mexican Hat Dance and the 

Macarena in celebration of Cinco de Mayo.  They were so cute as they danced, twisted, and turned!  

Our fiesta included a lunch with taquitos, Spanish rice, beans, and guacamole.  Good job Ms. Tina and 

her class.   

 

 Thank You! to Barbara Balius for playing the piano for our end of the year event.  

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it” 

Proverbs 22:6 

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Faith Family Fridays – Mark Your Calendars 
June 10, July 8, August 12 

 

Please join us for an evening of fun and fellowship each of the scheduled Fridays this  

summer.  Everyone is welcome (kids or no kids) to play games, watch movies, and eat  

together as a church family. 

 

Meet us in the Fellowship Hall at 6:45 PM – we’ll see you then! 
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Prom Dresses 

for Charity! 
  
 

A Dress for Barbara is a non-profit  

organization that collects donated gently 

used prom and homecoming dresses 

from giving families.  These dresses are 

redistributed to young women who  

otherwise would not be able to afford a 

dress for their own school dances. 

  

If you would like to donate dresses to A 

Dress for Barbara, please bring your dry 

cleaned gown(s) to Jennifer's office.  She 

will make sure that it gets to the right 

group. Please also invite your friends to 

generously donated their dresses as well. 

  

For questions or more information about 

A Dress for Barbara, please contact Amy 

Brooks at 832-368-4353 or email Amy at  

adressforbarbara@gmail.com, or visit 

them on Facebook - A Dress for Barbara. 

Our high school youth group would like 

to update our gathering space upstairs 

in the Faith Center.  As a part of the con-

gregation, we would like our youth 

room to be inviting and presentable to 

members and guests so that there is 

excitement in coming back. A clean, 

comfortable environment is a GREAT 

start!   

   

We are requesting new / used furniture 

to help with this project.  We would 

Spring Cleaning? 

Faith's High School Youth 

Welcome Your "Treasures" 

greatly appreciate any couches, chairs, or 

tables or that you have no need for any-

more.  

We also request that donations be in bet-

ter than average condition.  

A donation date is TBA, but will probably 

be around mid-July.  Youth will be  

available to unload or pick up furniture on 

that date.  Please watch for the date and 

more details in upcoming Sun-

day bulletins.  Until then, please keep us in 

mind as you Spring Clean your home. 

   

Thank you and GOD Bless! 

Your High School Youth - 

Graduate Milestone Celebration  

Sunday, June 5
th

 
 

This month, we will be celebrating with our graduates (high school, 

college, boot camp, you name it).  Graduates have the choice of 

which service they would like to attend.  At 9:45 AM, high school 

graduates and their parents are invited to a milestone brunch (room to be named) 

where they will covenant together about dreams and expectations of the future. 
 

If you are graduating or a recent graduate and would like to be included in this  

blessing, please notify Jennifer Finley in the church office.   

Youth Alive! Lives!  
 

You may call me crazy, but I enjoy being in a 

room full of kids with noise makers. You may 

also call me Sam Jones, and I have the  

pleasure of teaching Faith Lutheran’s Youth 

Alive! guitar class.  

 

I have been teaching professionally for the 

past five years but have yet to have an  

opportunity quite like this. Youth Alive! is a 

free weekly guitar class open to anyone ages 

ten to eighteen. We meet every Saturday 

morning in the choir room, and all you have 

to have is a “noise maker” to join in.  

 

Through Youth Alive! I’ve had a chance to get 

to know staff and musicians at Faith Lutheran 

who have provided continued help and sup-

port. So far, we have averaged twelve stu-

dents per session with about three students 

who are not from Faith Lutheran.  

 

Our goal is not only to provide musical  

training, but to prepare youth for worship 

leadership in the church and also to reach out 

to the un-churched within the greater  

community.  

 

Although we’ve just begun, I’ve already met 

so many super smart kids who are eager to 

play and to learn. I know that God will use the 

Youth Alive! guitar classes to further His  

kingdom in Faith Lutheran church and in the 

community.  

 

I am so blessed to be able to serve here, and I 

hope to continue as long as possible. Perhaps 

someday soon you will hear one of my “noise 

makers” playing on Sunday morning!  

 

--  

Sam Jones 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—June 2011 

8:30 June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26  

Acolytes 2  Nate Michaud Michael Farner 

David Farner 

  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Lorah Gough 

Dottie Wichmann 

Wendy Farner 

David Farner 

Kelley Keller 

Dewayne Hahn 

Karen Ellison 

Susan Tallman 

 

Asst Minister 1    Kyle Zimmerman  

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

Leslie, Bill and Abigail 

Parkan 

Ann & Alyssa Sanders Wendy, Dave, Michael, 

& Daniel Farner 

Laura, Stephen,  

Nathaniel, & Zachary 

Michaud 

 

Greeters 2 

 

     

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Linda Lamb 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Linda Lamb 

Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

 

11:00 June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26  

Acolyte  Thomas Menke    

Crucifer  Elizabeth Menke    

Lector Karen Elsen Jan Zunker Susan Ashley Jan Zunker  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Alexis Salazar 

Jeff Addicks 

Melanie Palmer 

Jeff Addicks 

Alexis Salazar 

Jeff Addicks 

Alexis Salazar 

Jeff Addicks 

 

Asst Minister Sharon Richter Tiffany Menke Sharon Richter Karen Elsen  

Ushers 4 Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

 

Greeters 2      

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Linda Lamb 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Linda Lamb 

Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 
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Mark Your Calendars Now for 

Faith Family Camp at Lutherhill! 
 

Who?    Anyone who would like to go (retired people, parents with small children,  

single people with or without kids, young adults – anyone who would like to 

be included in our Faith Church Family) 
 

When?   November 4-6
th

, 2011 
 

Where?   Camp Lutherhill in LaGrange, Texas 
 

Why?   Because we are different ages, have different interests, have  

 different personalities – and together we are a church family.  This is a 

chance for all of us to escape our everyday lives and come together for 

good food, fellowship, and Christian learning. 
 

How?   Registrations and finer details will come in the fall.  Scholarship $$ is  

 always available for those who need and request it.  Just contact Jennifer 

Finley 
 

What Else?   Family and friends are welcome.  There are plenty of meaningful and fun  

activities for all ages including high ropes, canoeing, archery, crafts, and 

front porch sittin’.  Can’t wait to see you out there! 

Faith Camp – Three Ring Circus! 
 

STAFF - Interviews for paid and support staff are going on now.  If you’ve been 

sitting on the fence about a great way to spend a month of your summer – it’s time 

to JUMP off!  Applications are by Jennifer’s office door.   

 

CAMPERS - We are back in the Faith Center this summer AND the dates are back in 

July – so groups are filling up.  Sign up today!  Registration forms are located by 

Jennifer Finley’s office door.  Camp is July 11 - 29th. 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

“A New Beginning” is the title of the Bible 

study that will be the focus for people who 

join the First Place 4 Health group this  

summer. We usually think about new  

beginnings in January when we are making 

those annual resolutions.  By the time we get 

to June we have gotten back into our old  

habits and blown off those resolutions.  

Maybe it is time for you to find out how you 

can have a new beginning through your belief 

in Jesus Christ. 
 

In this season when there are so many fresh 

fruits and vegetables available and there are 

lots of outdoor activities to be enjoyed, you 

can take care of your health and begin again 

with your relationship with Jesus Christ 
 

The First Place 4 Health small group meets on 

Tuesdays at 7:00 PM in the Faith Center, 

room C3.  To find out more about the  

nutritious food program, the Bible study, and 

how to begin again, come to the orientation 

meeting on Tuesday, June 7 at 7:00 PM.  You 

can decide then whether to join the group for 

12 weeks of Bible study and improving your 

overall health. 
 

Contact Mardi Mayerhoff 713-203-1875 if you 

need more information or log onto 

www.firstplace4health.com. 



The story is a simple one.  You 

might even see yourself in it.  It 

is the story of a young person 

in college who didn’t see the 

need to get involved in church 

or campus ministry during his 

first year at Rice University.  He 

attended a service now and 

again, but nothing substantive 

or long-lasting.  Then he  

returned home for the  

summer, attended church with 

his family every week like he 

used to, and he felt keenly 

what had been missing 

throughout his first year of 

college. 

 

God was changing this young 

person.   

 

When he returned for his 

sophomore year, this young 

man became more committed 

to being involved with Houston 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 

(HLCM).   

 

He worshiped on Sundays 

more regularly.  He took on 

some leadership roles and  

rediscovered the hope that 

transforms.  Hope in a crucified 

and risen savior that forgives, 

loves and accepts him as he 

is…broken and bruised from 

years of neglect and selfish 

endeavors. 

 

This young man could see the 

end of his college career  

coming to a close and the days 

quickly ticking away as he 

struggled to find a job.   

Nevertheless, in the midst of 

this storm, he was clinging to a 

greater hope. 

It would be on a random  

Tuesday that he would ap-

proach Pastor Brad Fuerst 

from HLCM and tell him, “I 

have something for HLCM.   I 

want to give back to a ministry 

that has meant so much to me 

during my time at Rice.”  It was 

then that he handed Pastor 

Brad a check for $1500.00! 

 

He had a blank future in front 

of him.  He had no security of a 

job waiting for him when he 

made out the check.  This 

young man gave sacrificially 

because hope was alive in 

him.  God had changed this 

young person’s heart.   

 

Scarcity is not the final  

answer…God’s promise is  

better.  Our Lord and Savior 

did not empty himself to seize 

what was his, to protect him 

alone.  No, our Savior emptied 

himself for the other…  

completely and perfectly. 

 

This was the message that this 

young man heard and it was 

this message that moved him 

to give so abundantly.  Had our 

congregation not supported 

HLCM, this message might 

have never been spoken and 

this young man could still be 

floating in the wind, gripping 

tight to “WHAT IS MINE”  

instead of trusting in the one 

who emptied himself for the 

other.   

 

Two days later he received two 

job offers. 

 

God is changing the lives of 

others through our giving.  

Please share this story, won't 

you? 

 

 

 

 

Story submitted by Christina Ferguson, Faith Stewardship Board 
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ELCA Disaster Response: 

Immediate and Practical 
 

When disasters strike, the ELCA 

is there to help.  The floods and 

tornadoes that have torn 

through the Midwest are 

quickly followed by the  

response of Lutherans who 

want to be helpful in very  

direct and practical ways. 

It might not be possible for us  

to hop in our cars and man aid 

stations or bring water and 

food, but we can still be helpful 

to those who can. 

 

If you want to help, you can 

send a check to: 

ELCA Disaster Response 

39330 Treasury Center 

Chicago, IL  60694-9300 

 

You can also make such gifts 

through the Sunday morning 

offering and we will forward 

one amount from Faith.  Just 

write "US Severe Storms" or 

"Where needed most" in the 

memo line and 100% of your 

gift will help disaster survivors 

clean-up, rebuild and recover. 
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Mothers’ Day Out: 713-664-7726 
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info@faithchurchfamily.org (e-mail) 
 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Kerry Nelson     Pastor 

Jennifer Finley      Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Kim Bright      Office Support 
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Sam Jones      Youth Alive! Youth Music Academy 

Alicia Obando      Building Manager 

Ana Rivas      Custodian 

Brenda Clarke      Faith Street Theater Director 

Debbie Helweg      Faith Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton     Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg     KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 

Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling, 281-480-7554 

Mountain Mover 
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