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Sunday Mornings 

 9:00 AM - The Gathering 

10:15 AM - Learning Groups 

11:15 AM - Heritage 

Message Series Beginning June 3 

June Events 

 June 3—Graduate Sunday; Cornerstone’s Wilderness Trip Blessing 
 June 10—Faith Camp Staff Commissioning; Peru Team Commissioning 
 June 11—Faith Camp Week 1 
 June 18—Faith Camp Week 2 
 June 22—Learning Leaders’ Appreciation Dinner 
 June 23—Faith Family Day at the Astros 
 June 24—Affirmation of Wedding Vows; End of Spring Season of Learning 
 June 25—Faith Camp Week 3 

Love is literally at the heart of God's dream for our lives. To know love, give love, and receive 

love — not in theory, but in ways that actually connect deeply with another. This is our purpose 

for being. This June we will deeply explore what love is and how we can effectively love those 

closest to us. 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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"For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of 
them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under 
the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. To those outside 
the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) 
so that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I 
have become all things to all people, so that I might by any means save some. I do it all for the sake of the 
gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
 
Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way 
that you may win it. Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive a perishable garland, 
but we an imperishable one. So I do not run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air; but I punish 
my body and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be disqualified.”   
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 
 
As I sit here, the Mountain Mover deadline breathing down my neck, my mind is racing.  I'm thinking of 
our loved ones graduating from high school, college, and post-graduate schools…and my own 
graduations.  I'm realizing how little I care about the NBA playoffs but how much they used to mean to 
me...and those long ago days when I used to be an athlete.  I'm looking at the clock and realizing that I 
have less than an hour until my next appointment, and following that how I will be having lunch with 
members of the Next Steps at Faith team and the new principal at Gordon Elementary.  All of this and 
much more is swirling around in there and I'm wondering… 
 
I'm wondering what "winning" means for a Christian congregation… 
 
Paul writes to the Corinthians and to us—Run in such a way that you may win it.  What does "it" refer to? 
Obviously, it means a race, a challenge, a goal.  In this context it means "winning" people, that is, 
ensuring that we do our part in helping people discover that Jesus' victory over death is their own victory 
over death, that God's love is for them, and that their hope, for this life and the next, also lies in Jesus.  
But not only that, "it" also means pleasing God by our willingness to follow God's will, no matter what. 
 
This is our baptismal calling.  We don't "graduate" from this calling.  Instead, we discipline ourselves, 
receive educations, and use our gifts in the world for the sake of this calling.  While much in our lives is 
important, nothing else is more important than answering this baptismal calling to be God's loving Body 
in and for the sake of the world. 
 
This calling gets very specific in the real world.  I spent the learning hour this past weekend visiting with a 
couple who bring their daughter to Faith during the week to the Day School and on Sunday to a children's 
learning group.  They want her to learn about Jesus.  But they don't yet sense that there is a place at Faith 
for them.  I spoke with them but it was challenging because I can't speak their native language.  We can 
talk at a superficial level but I can't see their hearts, nor can they see mine. 
 
I remember graduations from schools and that fleeting sense of "being done" that was immediately 
followed by, "Oh no!  It is time to grow up!"  We might have dreams and aspirations but we really don't 
know, even at those significant moments, where life will take us.  We discover life along the way. 
 
And now at this stage, I'm realizing that those discoveries keep happening.  Surprises keep coming.  New 
opportunities keep opening themselves to us.  Our educations (and need for continuing educations) 
never end.  And here we are, members and friends of Faith Lutheran Church in Bellaire, TX, in 2012.  
What will it mean for us to become all things to all people that we might save some?   
 
Are we willing to play to win, whatever it takes, to help one more family find a new place in the family of 
God? 

Next Steps In 
Ministry 

 
The Next Steps team 
has continued the 
process of gathering 
information and 
meeting new 
partners as we look 
forward to what God 
has next in store for 
us at Faith. 
 
We have met with 
the new principal at 
Gordon Elementary, 
Bryan Bordelon, and 
his assistant, to talk 
about what will be 
happening at Gordon 
in the fall and how 
Faith might be 
helpful. 
 
We met with Father 
Montes of San 
Mateo Episcopal 
Church in Gulfton to 
learn more about the 
needs of the 
community and how 
we at Faith might be 
supportive and 
involved in the work 
that happens there. 
 
We have also talked 
with the YMCA and 
other service 
providers to young 
people to find out 
where there are 
holes in the services 
available to people. 
 
Please continue to 
pray for discernment 
and guidance for our 
Next Steps. 
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HISD School to Speak Mandarin Chinese 
Houston Chronicle article by Ericka Mellon, May 16, 2012 at Chron.com 

Principal Bryan Bordelon tries to reassure parents taking a chance 
on his new school: Don't panic when you can't understand your 4-
year-old's assignments. Your child may even tell secrets in a 
language you don't understand, he says. That's a good thing. It 
means the students are learning. 
 
Bordelon is leading a new public elementary school in Bellaire that 
will immerse mostly English-speaking students in Mandarin 
Chinese, teaching them to read, write and speak a language with 
growing importance in the global business arena. The Houston 
Independent School District campus, which will open in August, is 
one of the first schools in Texas to offer a Mandarin immersion 
program and is among a small but growing number nationwide. 
"We want our children to be bi-literate and bi-fluent," Bordelon said. "We want them to go into our library, pick out 
Harry Potter in Chinese and be able to read it and enjoy it." 
 
HISD's Mandarin Chinese Language Immersion Magnet School will open with pre-kindergarten through second-grade 
classes, starting the children young when their brains are better wired to learn languages. The students will get half 
their instruction in Mandarin from native Mandarin-speaking teachers. Other teachers will reinforce the concepts in 
English. For example, students will learn in Mandarin how to solve a math problem, then will practice in English. 
 
The school's approach, called a 50-50 immersion model, plus the uniqueness of Mandarin attracted Maggie Brown, 
who enrolled her two children for next year. Brown said she has seen firsthand that children need intense instruction 
to master a language; her eldest, a first-grader at HISD's Twain Elementary, learned perhaps 50 Spanish words in two 
years from weekly, hour-long classes. 
 
"My kids are very excited," said Brown, who has been watching Mandarin videos with them. About 160 students have 
enrolled in HISD's Mandarin school for next year, said Bordelon, who expects to add another 100 before classes begin. 
The school board voted last week to spend up to $440,000 to renovate the campus, at Gordon Elementary on Avenue 
B in Bellaire. HISD board member Harvin Moore has been championing the idea of a Mandarin school since taking two 
education-related trips to China and visiting a program in San Diego, where Superintendent Terry Grier used to work. 
"It's harder and harder to get into college and to get jobs," said Moore, who has enrolled his son, an incoming second-
grader, in the Mandarin school. "To have a skill that's really unique and makes you smarter, that's a big advantage." 
 
Bordelon, a 29-year-old in his first principal job, said he hopes eventually to expand the Mandarin school through 
eighth grade and to give high school students the option of taking college-level language and culture courses. After 
spending almost all his childhood overseas, in Indonesia, Qatar and Venezuela, Bordelon has learned for himself how 
quickly language skills can dissipate without practice. He has lost the little Bahasa Indonesian he knew, held on to 
some French, and remains fairly proficient in Spanish and Mandarin. 
 
Bordelon took his first Mandarin class at the University of Texas, attended a summer immersion program at 
Middlebury College in Vermont and lived in China for a year. He said he became convinced an elementary immersion 
school would work after recently visiting campuses in Utah, San Diego and Washington, D.C. "The kids have been in the 
environment for six months, and they are singing and reading and having conversations in Mandarin," Bordelon 
recalled. "They pick it up faster than you would believe. Toward the end of the school year, they're telling secrets in 
Chinese. It's fascinating to see." 
 
HISD has one other elementary school, Kolter, that offers Mandarin, but it is not an immersion program. Students 
there get 45 minutes of instruction three times in a week in the language of their choice: Mandarin, Spanish or French. 
The Stafford school district started a Mandarin and Vietnamese immersion program at its primary school last year, and 
it now serves roughly 80 students in kindergarten and first grade, said Principal Kim Yen Vu. About half the students 
are native Mandarin or Vietnamese speakers, and the others are native English speakers. 

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/HISD-school-to-speak-Mandarin-Chinese-3564191.php


It’s officially summer and that is an advent of its own 
for me every year.  Advent means “the coming into 
or arrival” of something. We celebrate Advent in 
December to prepare for the arrival of Jesus in the 
manger on Christmas. 
 
June is my advent time because it involves 
preparation for all the business of summer:   
Faith Camp, the Youth Gathering in New Orleans, 
Camp Lutherhill for our elementary and middle 
school kids, and segueing all of our kids into the next 
area of ministry:  Children’s Ministry, Confirmation,  
and High School Ministry. It is an exciting time of 
planning and anticipation! We will also be com-
missioning our Faith Camp staff and Peru Team to 
go out and be God’s hands in the world.  
 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 
Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

PLEASE NOTE that Sunday, June 24 also brings a 
close to this Season of Learning. Thank you to our 
current Learning Group Leaders for a great 
Season!   
 
There will be no Learning Groups for anyone over 
the age of Kindergarten in July. This will enable 
adults and kids to enjoy Faith Fellowship in our 
Common Grounds Coffee House in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Instead, there will be round table 
discussions available for all who would like to 
participate in unusual topics such as “near death 
experiences” or “aliens.” It should be fun and an 
easy way for guests to get to know our people. 
 
Blessings on your head! 
 

A Few Tickets Left...Faith Lutheran Church Goes to the Ballpark! 
 

   Everyone is welcome 
   Saturday, June 23, 3:05 PM game 
   Concert by the Christian band Third Day following the game 
   Tickets are $17 each, seats are limited 
   Contact Jennifer Finley at the church office for info or tickets ASAP 

Congratulations  
once more to our Confirmands:   

Mia, Andrew, Michael, Tyler, Emma, 
Jonathan, and Meredith 

Faith Camp Needs...Please Help! 
Please contact Jennifer Finley if you can help. 
 

Prayers for Staff, Campers, and their Families 

Full Sized Bars of Ivory Soap 

New or Gently Used G-Rated DVDs 

New or Gently Used Board Games 

Magazines 

Play-Doh 

New C Batteries 

Clear Paraffin Wax for Canning 

Snacks for Staff                                                
(Homemade Makes them Happiest!) 

Caring Adults to be an Encouraging Presence 
(No Preparation Required!  Just Sign Up,  

Show Up, and Build Our Staff Up!) 

M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  PAGE 4 



This year I had the honor and privilege of being 
part of the team that designed and led worship 
for Synod Assembly. Every year the Gulf Coast 
Synod of the ELCA (gulfcoastsynod.org) gathers 
for business, worship, and fellowship. The 
Assembly was May 11-12, 2012 and it was 
hosted at Lakewood United Methodist Church 
in northwest Houston. The team that planned 
worship met for several months working on all 
the details that go into planning an event for the whole synod. We had to design the services (including 

selecting the Bible readings, songs, prayers, and other 
elements), create and edit the worship folders (which we 
can proudly say were all printed onsite in the Faith office), 
and recruit and instruct all the worship leaders and 
assistants for the services. 
 
The Synod Assembly this year was a huge success! The 
worship services were joyful celebrations of who God is 
and what God has done. It can be a challenge and stretch 
to create worship services for people coming from such a 
broad geographic context. How do you create a worship 

service for rural farmers in Brenham, suburban Houstonians, 
and urban folks from New Orleans, all assembled together at 
the same time? As the team discussed designing worship for 
such a diverse crowd, we found the Assembly to be the perfect 
place to celebrate what makes us each unique. As we sang each 
other’s songs, we realized we have much more in common than 
different. 

 
One of the 
highlights was 
the Holy Communion service on Friday evening. All of 
the worship services were designed in a convergent 
style: many diverse languages, music, and ritual actions 
converging together in a prayerful way. Friday’s service 
used the service music from Setting 7 in Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, all sung in Spanish and led by a 
Mariachi Band! After the Hymn of the Day (using the 
organ), we participated in a Thomas Mass, which is a 
form of Lutheran worship originating from Helsinki, 
Finland. During the Thomas Mass, the people 

assembled were invited to move freely around the room 
and interact with several stations. They could serve and be 
served using a basin and towel for foot and hand washing, 
write intercessions for the world on a banner, create 
mosaic artwork for a communion paten, offer prayers of 
confession and receive forgiveness, receive anointing for 
healing, and leave an offering for the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign. We then celebrated the holy meal together 
around God’s table. This service was a beautiful picture of 
diversity and unity and I’m sure it will have a profound 
impact on me for years to come.  

Worship @ Synod Assembly 2012 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Blessed are his children after him.  Proverbs 20:7    
 

DADS 
 

Happy Father's Day! Blessed are all whose lives 
have been touched by the faithfulness of a father. 
Our heavenly Father cannot wait to release his 
blessings on the children whose father is 
righteous.   
 
Those blessings take many forms. Some of them 
are physical.  The most precious are those that are 
spiritual -- the telling of what Christ did and the 
consistent demonstration of God’s influence in his 
life.  They are true treasures that enrich the lives 
of children in these days and for eternity.  If you 
have such a dad, you are truly blessed.  Let him 
know.  Give thanks to God!  

As such a dad, give thanks to our dear heavenly 
Father for the privilege and responsibility that has 
been placed on you. Know confidently the 
blessings the Lord wishes to release through 
you.  Accept every expression of thanks, every 
gift, every card, every hug and kiss as a marker 
along the way.  Allow it to encourage you to do 
your very best, to do even better until you reach 
next year's marker.  
 
Should there be a need for reconciliation, know 
that our Lord is anxious to forgive and to work an 
act of reconciliation.  The blessing will be powerful 
for you and a wonderful gift to the "children after" 
you. 
  
Prayer: O heavenly Father, we give thanks for our 
dads and for all with fatherly responsibilities. 
Amen.   

Prayer Corner 
By Peggy Porter 
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Congratulations Sally Edson 
Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Our Teacher of the Month sat down and answered a few questions about herself to let people know 
more about her. 
 
Name: Sally Edson 
 
What age do you teach and for how long? I have been teaching ages 2 ½ years to Kindergarten for 36 
years. 
 
What are your hobbies? I like to  garden, paint, sew, and quilt. 
 
Where are you from? I was born in Pueblo, Colorado. I lived in Oregon for two years and 15 years in 
San Diego, California, before moving to Houston, Texas, where I have lived for 35 years.  
 
Tell us about your family life: I have been married for 53 years. We have three kids; two boys and one 
girl. We have 17 grandsons who range in age from 13 to 23. 
 
Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? I grew up on a farm. 
 
What inspires you to be a teacher? I love playing along with children as I teach them good moves to 
stay healthy. 

The core values at Faith Lutheran Church that inspire us and drive us forward are: 

 Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life 

 Radical hospitality 

 Discipleship over membership 

 Spiritual renewal 

 Community involvement 



News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Faith Joins Cypress Cares in Remembering Our Troops 

The end of the year Family Chapel, Kindergarten Graduation, and Spring Picnic was great.  The children 
sang beautifully and the kindergarteners were very impressive in their royal blue robes and 
mortarboard caps.  As always, they received their very own Bible with an inscription as a keepsake of 
their years here at Faith Lutheran Day School.  When asked what their favorite memories of Faith Day 
School will be, they listed journaling, math, computer, Mini-Gym, drawing, reading, playground, and 
centers 4. We wish those who are moving on in the summer the best of luck in their new schools.  We 
hope that they will visit soon and often! 
 
I am happy to announce that we are bursting at the seams for the summer semester.  The children are 
looking forward to splash days beginning on Friday, June 8 when we’ll pull out the wading pools, hoses, 
and sprinklers.  The result?  Wet and sandy children!   
 
Super K’s will again be going to Evergreen pool for swimming lessons and will attend a week at Faith 
Camp.  Ms. Pat will continue her tradition of being the Super K teacher.   
 
Last month we learned about Mexico as Ms. Tina’s class performed the Mexican Hat Dance and the 
Macarena in celebration of Cinco de Mayo.  They were so cute as they danced, twisted, and turned!  
Our fiesta included a lunch with taquitos, Spanish rice, beans, and guacamole.  “Good job” Ms. Tina and 
her class!   
 
We are very sad to have to say goodbye to “Miss Sally” Edson who is retiring after 24 years of providing 
an exciting Mini-Gym program to the school.  Miss Sally, we will miss you!  And we are equally sad to 
say goodbye to “Miss Jessica” Cook who will be leaving us to move to Fort Worth and pursue her 
master’s degree.  Good luck to both of these special ladies; we will miss them. 

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go,  
and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Proverbs 22:6 

On May 19 we observed Armed Forces Day.  On May 28  we observed Memorial Day, honoring those 
who have given themselves to the service of our country's military forces.  In the month of July, we are 
asking members of Faith to join together to honor our fellow Americans currently serving in our armed 
forces around the world, including members and relatives of Faith Lutheran Church. 
 
Partnering with an organization called Cypress Cares, we will be seeking items or money to create care 
kits for the troops. Additional information will be provided in the weeks ahead that will give a more 
definitive description of the type of donations that are requested. 
 
We will collect the donations for three weeks beginning July 1, 2012.  After the collection is complete, 
we will host a Box Packing Day to package donated items for shipment to our servicemen and women. 
A tax deductible donation of $13 will cover the cost to ship one flat-rate box.  Cypress Cares maintains 
a mailing list and will provide the boxes, postage, and address labels for the individuals that will 
receive the packages.  We will be able to add our service people to the mailing list.  We are asking you 
to provide current mailing addresses to the church office for any servicemen or women that you 
would like to be added to the Cypress Cares mailing list.  
 
Our troops need and deserve our support.  This is a great way to be a blessing in someone's life and 
make their day a little bit brighter. We want to let those who are serving on active duty know that we 
appreciate them and pray for their safety daily. 

http://www.cypress-cares.org/
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Andy Allen 

Ken Caughron 

Tom & Natalie Dorman 

Applause! 

First Annual Faith Family Talent Show was a HIT!!! 

Greg Funchess 

Michael Farner 

Tommy Huwyler 

Steve & Kerry Leeman 

Cathy Doughty 



JUNE 2012  ISSUE 6 PAGE 9 

Do you recall the message from last month’s Mountain Mover about our ministry 
with Vida Nueva in Lima, Peru? 
 
Our plan is to put together about 200 “Back to School” 
kits for the children of the Lutheran Church in Peru!  
These kits will include a set of basic school supplies 
needed to help children to be successful in school, 
similar to the “Back to School” program we host each 
August here at Faith for CCSC!  We will purchase all the 
supplies and have our junior high kids assemble the kits 
as part of their Learning Group time on June 3 and June 
10.  Some members that have gone to Peru before will 
come in to talk to our youth about their experiences to 
help them understand the importance of what they are 
doing for these kids in a faraway place!  
 
We will bring these kits with us as we travel to Peru on 
June 14!  Yes, it takes extra effort to pack those kits along with our personal luggage, but it’s worth it!  
In this way, we ensure the supplies get directly to the kids and will be put to good use. 

 
How can you help? We ask for your prayers for safe   
travel to Peru in June, and that our work with our sister 
church, Vida Nueva and other churches in ILEP, will 
bear fruit!   
 
We have four people from Faith Lutheran going on the 
trip this year: 
 

Peggy Hahn 

Natalie Dorman (first visit!) 

Elizabeth Menke 

Don Hodde 
 
We will need financial donations to help purchase the 

school supplies and to cover the extra luggage fees charged by the airlines.  A special offering envelope 
will be distributed on June 10 so that you can make an extra gift to this ministry!  You may also want to 
write personal cards to staff and families in our sister congregation, Vida Nueva, to help them connect 
with our congregation here at Faith.  We will have an information station set up on June 10 in the 
Narthex, providing you with more information on our ministry with the church in Peru, as well as a 
display of the school supply kits that we prepared for the kids.   
 
Our ministry with Vida Nueva is a great way for Faith Church to “Be a Blessing – Globally!”   

Peru Immersion Trip – June 14-19, 2012   
By Don Hodde 

The mission of Faith Lutheran  

Church is to follow Jesus  

in blessing the world with  

faith, hope, and love. 
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Hello Faith Lutheran! 
 

Our group has gratefully found its home here with you.  From handing out food to the homeless, 
beautifying the grounds on Launch Day, or helping drag out the old and bring in the new with the 
youth room; we have felt very welcomed and at home with you all and Faith’s mission of healing 
which is very much like our 12 step work. 
 

Cornerstone is an early enthusiastic recovery program for teens and their families that have suffered 
from addiction and self-destructive behavior problems.  While the families are beaten down and torn 
apart when they first get to us, it doesn’t take long for them to feel the hope and the healing that 
comes from being around the group and the love that they find in our meetings.  Right now, the West 
University Group has about 25 families.  Our teen group has 25 dedicated members who show up to 
our Thursday and Saturday 12 Step meetings and functions.  We also have a strong group that hangs 
out at Faith Lutheran in the Faith Center during the week at our after school program, Satellite, from 
3:00-6:00 PM. 
 

Among the 25 kids in our group, 19 are attempting to do what for some of them is the most 
challenging thing they have ever tried to do, beyond getting sober.  We are leaving on June 16 to go to 
Idaho’s Sawtooth Mountain Range for a 21-day wilderness experience.  The kids will backpack through 
wilderness terrain, peak a mountain, do some rock climbing, and go on a river rafting expedition as 
well.  While the experience of being away from home will be taxing, the experience of having no 
distractions and only the relationships on their trip team, each teen will be asked to face them self in a 
way they could never do in Houston.  Each teen had to quit smoking May 1; they had to work out two 
times a week; fundraise $2000 by themselves, and work a strong 12 step program to be eligible to go 
on the trip.   
 
Since we have started the sign ups for the trip, nearly all have completed their fundraising, but some 
still have a long way to go.  If you are inspired by what these teens are attempting to do in their lives 
and would like to help them reach their goal, you can help them by donating on Cornerstone’s 
website. The link to donate is: http://cornerstonerecovery.org/civic/donation.asp. Choose 
“Wilderness Trip” as the Payment Description and for additional description in the box type WEST U 
TRIP.   
 
Look for more news and updates about our group in upcoming newsletters!  We are so happy to be 
here as a part of Faith Lutheran’s Family and we have “felt the love,” as the kids would say!   

Cornerstone Corner 
By James Skelton, Counselor for Cornerstone Recovery West University Group  

Faith House Needs Your “Minis” 
 
You travel for business and for pleasure.  But wherever you go, you always come home with a handful 
of miniature toiletries. 
 
Instead of tossing them in a drawer, donate them to our Faith House guests!  You can drop off the 
following toiletries anytime in June.  Look for the box in the Narthex. 
 

 Soap/Lotion 

Shampoo/Conditioner 

Toothpaste/Mouthwash 

Shower Caps 
 
This is an easy way to be a blessing to our Faith House guests by showing them that we care about 
their simplest needs. 

http://cornerstonerecovery.org/civic/donation.asp


Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      
Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is 
to provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 
 

For most of our children, this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            
We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. 
We offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children 
will be involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an 
opportunity to grow socially.  
 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of two teachers to ten students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 
 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information.  
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Melissa Miculka, our Mother’s Day Out  Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few  
questions about herself to let people know more about her:     
   

Name: Melissa Miculka 
 
What age do you teach and for how long? I teach 2½ - 3 yr olds. I have been teaching a total of 15 
years, 12 of these year at Faith. 
 
What are your hobbies? Reading, riding my bike, watching sci-fi movies and classic movies, and 
going on day trips with my husband. 
 
Tell us about your family life: I have been married for almost 30 years to Larry. We have a total of 3 
daughters and 1 son. Two of our daughters work at Faith MDO. Our son is a Marine and works at a 
school in Houston. 
 
Fun facts about you or something people don’t know about you.  I love to camp. I love to rappel. I 
hope to do zip line sometime soon. I love the Hill Country.  
 
What inspires you to be a teacher?  In college I had to make a choice about which age group I     
wanted to teach. I chose the very young. I have never regretted this choice. The world is a new, 
fascinating place for small children. They look with wonder at everything around them. In the past 17 
years, I have taught all ages at work and at my church, including adults. I still find the very young the 
most inspiring and sometimes the most challenging. 

Congratulations Melissa Miculka  
Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 

mailto:faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com
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Once again, Faith Candle Lighters will participate in the annual NAMIWalks. The walk will be held at 
Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway on Saturday, May 5. Check in is at 7:30 AM and start time is 8:30 AM. 
 
Will you join us this year?  For the first time we will have team tee-shirts designed by Tim Griffith!  To 
be sure you have one on walk day, please let us know you will be walking. The direct link to join “Faith 
Candle Lighters” or sponsor a walker is www.nami.org/namiwalks12/HOU/faith or contact Linda Lamb 
(713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com). 
 
You can walk because you know or love someone with mental 
illness or you care about those who have or love someone with 
mental illness.  There is no registration fee, but you are 
encouraged to request sponsors.  
 
We are walking in hope that the flame of understanding for love 
and support for those with mental illness and their families will 
burn bright. We also believe the Faith community should say to 
those people who suffer from the symptoms of a mental illness, 
and to their family members, “We will walk with you. And God 
walks with you. You will not go through this alone.“ 
 
We welcome your support by walking with us, making a 
donation, or saying a prayer for support and understanding for 
those with mental illness and their families and friends.  

Motivated to Wellness – Join the First Place 4 Health Group! 

Introductory Class—June 12 at 7:00 PM, Faith Center 
 
Good health doesn’t start with healthy eating and regular exercise.  The balanced life so many people 
long for—which includes good nutrition and physical fitness—begins with a change of heart and a 
transformed mind.  Motivated to Wellness, an all-new First Place 4 Health Bible study, invites members 
and participants to discover hope and motivation that will sustain them through a lifetime of fitness 
and good health.  
 
Join us on June 12 for the introductory class to the First Place 4 Health Program, where you can learn 
more about the program to determine if you would like to participate.  The Bible study and group 
meetings begin the following week, June 19 at 7:00 PM.  Most people join the group because they want 
to improve their physical health – the temple God put us in.  There is a healthy eating and exercise plan 
that will be presented on June 19.   
 
Both men and women are invited to attend the group.  You do not have to be a member of Faith  
Lutheran Church to join us.  If you have a family member or friend who would like to participate with 
you, bring them along.   
 
For more information about First Place 4 Health call group leader Mardi Mayerhoff at 713-203-1875 or 
email her at mgmayerhoff@juno.com.  You can also visit the website at www.FirstPlace4Health.com.  

On April 27 the church’s campus was transformed into an outdoor movie theater for Faith Family 
Fridays!  Many church families enjoyed the chance to get together for food, fellowship, and a family 
movie.  We even had popcorn and candy—just like the movies! 

Faith Family Outdoor Movie Night 

http://www.FirstPlace4Health.com
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[Jesus] sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury.  Many 
rich people put in large sums.  A poor widow came and put two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny.  Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are contributing to the treasury.  For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she has, all she had to live on.”  
Mark 12:41-44 
 
So far we have examined four aspects of a biblical giver: being regular, intentional, generous, and first.  
This month we will focus on being proportional, which is sometimes also called percentage giving. The 
Bible consistently calls us to give proportionately. From a person on the top of the Forbes list of 
wealthiest Americans to a person working for minimum wage at the local fast food restaurant, the Bible 
teaches that each should give proportionately. 
 
One of the most famous teachings on proportionate giving is the excerpt from Mark above.  On first 
glance to a passerby, the widow’s gift of two copper coins (totaling one penny) may not seem like much 
compared to the large sums the rich people were contributing.  However, Jesus rightly points out that the 
sum the widow gave proportionately far exceeded the large sums contributed by the wealthy.   
 
Percentage giving can be a double-edged sword.  For those who do not have large financial resources, the 
idea of ‘percentage giving’ may provide comfort.  Although their gift may appear small, they know that in 
God’s eyes their gift is incredibly generous.  For those who have larger financial resources, percentage 
giving calls them to look at whether their gift is large in dollars, but still quite small in percentage. 
 
One of the most important take-aways from percentage giving is that the ministry at Faith Lutheran relies 
on gifts both large and small.  Never think that because you do not have extravagant sums of money to 
donate that your money will not make an impact in the ministry.  Similarly, if you have larger financial 
resources, look at the percentage that you give each year and see if there is room for improvement.  As 
always, thank you all for your continued support of the ministries at and beyond Faith! 

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on June 7, at 10:00 AM.  Please bring a sack lunch and listen to an 
hour of study about the book of Philemon with Pastor Kerry.  After the meeting we will enjoy delicious 
desserts with the Circle.  We would love to have you! 
 
For more information on this wonderful opportunity for midweek fellowship and Bible study, contact 
Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

By Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 

Women’s Connection 

Women’s Connection does not meet during the summer months of June, July, and August.  We will meet 
again in the fall. Hope to see you then.  If you are interested in joining the Women’s Connection, please 
contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—JUNE 2012 

9:00 

 

June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24 

Acolytes 2 Jacob Boihem 

Michael Farner 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Tommy Huwyler 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Thomas Spratlin 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Wendy Farner 

Dave Farner 

Nancy Holmes 

Jon Holmes 

Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Barbara McDowell 

Asst Minister 1 Megan Paulson Megan Paulson Dottie Wichman Dottie Wichman 

Ushers 4 Leslie, Bill, Samuel, &     
Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael 

& Daniel Farner 

Maryjane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Megan, Wade, Luke, 

& Lucy Paulson 

Greeters 2 

 

Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed 

Common 
Grounds 

Board of Worship Board of Worship Board of Worship Board of Worship 

Visitor  

Center 

Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed 

Altar Guild 2 Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Linda Lamb 

Diana Rettig 

Linda Lamb 

Diana Rettig 

Tina Wood 

Janis Frnka 

11:15 June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24 

Acolyte Thomas Menke Quinn Otte Emma Keller Andrew Hollenberg 

Crucifer Meredith Milholland Natalie Dorman Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke 

Lector Mardi Mayerhoff Carol Strawn Christina Ferguson Janice Kolosseus 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Melanie Palmer 

Bill Puryear 

Melanie Palmer 

Bill Puryear 

Sharon Koch 

Alexis Salazar 

Sharon Koch 

Alexis Salazar 

Asst Minister Don Hodde Don Hodde Melanie Palmer Melanie Palmer 

Ushers 4 Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Greeters 2 Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed 

Visitor Center Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed Parish Ed 

Altar Guild 2 Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Linda Lamb 

Diana Rettig 

Linda Lamb 

Diana Rettig 

Tina Wood 

Janis Frnka 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 
trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 
info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 



June Calendar Events 

 

1 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 
2 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) /  9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)    
 
3 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Graduate Sunday (Sanc) / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Parent Brunch for HS Grads (Morning Room) / 
 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:15 PM Board of Worship (101) 
 
4 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control  
 
5 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM 
Social Ministry (109) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (400) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff (FH) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM Made to Crave (306) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board 
Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 
6 Wednesday –  12:00 PM Youth & Family Board Meeting (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board Meeting (101) /  
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 
7 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 10:00 AM RR Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM  AA (300) 
 
8 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 
9 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 
10 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 11:30 AM Lutherhill Parent Camper 
Meeting (FH) / 12:15 PM First Steps @ Faith: Discovering Faith Class (101) 
 
11 Monday – All Day Faith Camp Week One / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 
12 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA 
(302) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA 
 
13 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 
14 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM MDO Dads and Donuts (FC Gym) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM  AA (300) 
 
15 Friday – All Day MM Articles Due / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 
16 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 
17 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  
 
18 Monday – All Day Faith Camp Week Two / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
  
19 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101) /  
6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (400) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
  
20 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 
21 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Vocal Concert (Sanc) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Off Campus) / 8:00 PM  AA (300)  
 
22 Friday – 7:00 PM Learning Leaders’ Appreciation Dinner (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 
23 Saturday – 8:30 AM Gethsemane Food Pantry Service (6856 Bellaire Blvd.) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  
10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 
24 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Affirmation of Wedding Vows (Sanc) / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Affirmation of 
Wedding Vows (Sanc) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:15 PM First Steps @ Faith: Discovering Self Class (101) 
 
25 Monday – All Day Faith Camp Week Three / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400,401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)  
 
26 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA 
(302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA 
 
27 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Fit and Faithful (309) / 7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 
28 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM MM Assembly / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM  AA (300) 
 
29 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 
30 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 
www.faithbellaire.org (website) 
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 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 
Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
Stacy DeClouette  Operations Manager 
Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 
Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 
Alicia Obando  Building Manager 
Ana Rivas   Custodian 
Debbie Helweg  Faith Day School Director 
Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 
Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 
Dr. Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling 281-480-7554 
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