
Faith Lutheran Church 

June 2013 Issue 6 
Mountain Mover 

Sunday Mornings 

9:00 AM - The Gathering 

10:15 AM - Learning Groups 

11:15 AM - Heritage 

In This Issue 

 Scattered Thoughts by Pastor Kerry Nelson—p. 2 

 Why do you come to worship? by Dr. Clayton Faulkner—p. 3 

 Here’s What I’m Thinking by Jennifer Finley—p. 4 

 “Be a Blessing” Fairs coming this Summer! by Don Hodde—p. 6 

 6TEN Launches June 9—p. 7 

 Stewardship Corner by Jim Brekke—p. 8 

 Parent’s Night Out—p. 10 

 News from the Day School by Kendolyn Pope—p. 11  



Scattered Thoughts 
by Pastor Kerry Nelson 

PAGE 2 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

Last month in the Rebecca/Ruth Bible study our conversation began with sharing with each other about 

the families we grew up in and our path through life.  It was fascinating to me to learn more about each 

person.  And it was also a chance for this group of women, who have gathered together monthly for 

many years, to learn new things about each other too.  Amazing things happen when we give them a 

chance.  Eventually the circle worked its way back to me and it was my turn. 

 

I think it might have been Geneva Freels who asked me how it was that I became a pastor.  That’s a story 

I like telling.  I just wasn’t prepared for the part where my eyes teared up, my voice got husky, and I 

suddenly feared melting into a blithering mass of male emotions right before their very eyes.  The part 

that got to me was how frequently I’ve been surprised by the turns in my life, and how deeply I have 

been blessed by the people I have been privileged to share my life with.  One internship and four calls.  

Each the perfect place at the perfect timing for me.  Each left me filled with gratitude at the opportunity 

and possibilities they held.  Each has shaped me.   

 

Honestly, when I graduated from Luther Seminary I really had no idea where the journey would lead.  All I 

know is that we wanted to go to Colorado or Wyoming and we ended up in Houston.  Every summer day 

when I realize you don’t have to shovel heat I’ve been grateful for that little godly redirection in the 

plans. 

 

I might not have known all the bends in the road but I knew, from day one, that I had a burning passion in 

my heart rooted in several key convictions that haven’t changed.  Here are the most important: 

• Everything we do and say as a Christian congregation is based in living out the implications of the 

good news that God, in Jesus, has revealed the depth and breadth of love as the saving, healing, 

hope of the world.  Everything ties to the God who saves us by grace through faith in Jesus. 

• A faithful congregation makes every decision on behalf of, and in the best interests of, those who are 

not yet here. 

• The civil rights movement and the recovery movement were the two most profound acts of God in 

the 20th Century.   

• Embracing diversity and the spiritual insights of the recovery movement will open the door to 

spiritual renewal for the church and godly good for the world. 

 

As we move together into June, I’m amazed at what will happen.  We’re going to have a party to 

celebrate 25 years of ordained ministry!  This will not be about me, not even about us, but about the God 

who loves us enough to welcome us into communities of hope and healing where we each are set free to 

use the gifts that God has given us in ways appropriate to the mission to which God invites us.  I don’t 

know the details but I have a sense that we will all be surprised by what happens.  

 

On June 2 we will once again welcome Cornerstone kids preparing for their wilderness trip to the front of 

the congregation. We will pray for them and shock them with the love that they will feel in a room that 

most of them are utterly terrified by.  We’ll welcome new members to the font.   

 

Then a deeply held dream of mine will come to pass when we gather for the first time at the 6TEN service 

on June 9.  I am so grateful to have a ministry partner like Clayton with his unique set of gifts to help 

make this happen.  I’m grateful for members of the congregation who have volunteered to provide 

hospitality.  Beyond that, I’m leaving it all completely up to the Spirit to do something wonderful.   

 

And then, after letting myself get fully wooly since Lent, I’m off for three weeks of sitting and thinking 

and seeing places I’ve never seen, reconnecting with people I love, knowing the whole time that I’m just 

taking a long road back to the amazing wife, family, and calling that God has blessed me with, none of 

which I deserve but each of which teach me it isn’t about deserving.  It is only about serving. 

 

All roads lead home. 

The Epic 25
th

 

Ride 
 

Myra Condit asked 

me what I would 

most like as a gift 

to celebrate my 

ordination.  In a 

heartbeat I said 

that I wanted a 

week with Kelley 

and a long 

motorcycle ride.  

Thus what I’ve 

come to call the 

Epic 25
th

 Ride. 

 

THANK YOU from 

the bottom of my 

heart for your gifts 

that will allow this 

to happen! 

 

I started a blog so 

that I could share 

the journey with 

you.  Just go to 

http://

bikerrevkerry.blogs

pot.com/  

 

You can also follow 

me on the road by 

clicking on http://

app.usfleettracking

.com/map.aspx  

 

Once there the 

Login ID = 
revkerry@gmail.com  

 

Password = faith. 

 

Thank You! 
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Over the course of the last two Seasons of Learning, the Learning Group that I lead has been using the 

book Worship Matters (Augsburg Fortress, 2012) as a discussion guide (we meet in Room 201, upstairs in 

the main building, anyone is welcome to join us). The book has given us some terrific discussion material 

and led us to think deeply and critically about worship, both individually and corporately. 

In the opening section of the book, a question is posed: If someone asked you, “Why do you come to 

worship?” what is the first reason you would give? 

The same question was asked on Facebook. Here are some of the responses: 

• “I come to worship because God created me to be a worshiper, and because as a believer and 

member of Christ's body I am created to be in relationship with other believers in the context of a 

worshiping church community.” 

• “I come to worship to lose myself in God.” 

• “I come to worship because of word and sacrament. I need them both.” 

• “I come to worship to find God and be found by God in the midst of the community who believes 

and trusts with hope and faith in God.” 

“Lutherans live in the beautiful tension of and. We are simultaneously sinner and saint. We need the law 

that tells us the truth about our sinfulness and the gospel that tells us we are a new creation in Jesus 

Christ, freed and forgiven by God’s grace. We believe that Jesus became truly and fully human and is 

truly and fully God. We believe that God’s reign is already here among us and is still to come in its 

completeness. We worship in word and sacrament. We are gathered and sent. Not one or the other, but 

both, all – the and in its complexity and richness.  

The reasons we worship are likewise complex and rich. We may find ourselves living in the beautiful 

tension of a Lutheran and when we: 

• gather with fellow Christians to confess our sin and hear God’s   

        word of forgiveness. 

• hear the word proclaimed – law and gospel – in scripture  

        reading, preaching, and song. 

• eat the bread and drink the wine of communion and become  

        the very body of Christ that we receive. 

• pray for the great needs of the whole creation and are 

empowered by the triune God to be a living presence of faith, 

hope, and love in the midst of the needs of the community and 

the world.” (Worship Matters, p. 16-17) 

Why do you come to worship? 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 



It is that time of year when I can’t see anything but Faith Camp… 

 

Now, that’s not a bad thing. As a matter of fact, last July I wrote on the top of my notes for this summer… 

“You are about to be very exhausted and stressed out, but remember - this ministry is worth it!” True 

story. Please add me, our campers, their families, and our staff to your prayer list this month. 

 

As much time, energy, and stress that Faith Camp demands - it is worth every drop of blood, sweat, and 

tears. Each week, we are given an opportunity to tell the story of Jesus and how he loves us to kids who 

may never hear that they are loved. I am privileged to watch young teenagers tell those stories in five 

different ways and young adults lead the troops.  Blessing upon blessing. 
 

I was thankful for last year’s Positive Adult Presence volunteers (PAPs), and this year, I am excited to 

have over 20 PAPs join this ministry.  Their involvement creates a support structure and will add a  

cross-generational energy to the three weeks. Thanks again to 

those giving up their time to be with us. 
 

We are adding some other new elements of fun this year as well.  

In the “Games” rotation, we will be learning to work better 

together as a team and as the Body of Christ via a few newly built 

team building elements (Thanks Property Guys!!).  And on 

Thursday’s Splash Day, we will be remembering our baptism by 

splashing and laughing on bounce water slides.  Faith Camp is 19 

years old this summer and it is a time honored tradition, but with 

a few fresh elements, we hope to give returners something new. 
 

Each Sunday of Faith Camp, staff and campers will gather in our worship 

for Sunday Song. This will mean that they will bring an element of Faith 

Camp to each service in song.  Campers are welcome to join us the 

second and third Sundays. 
 

Parents and grandparents are welcome to follow us on Facebook at 

“Faith Camp.”  We will be posting daily pictures and any tidbits of 

information that might be helpful (daily Bible story, questions to ask 

about the day, etc.).  Grandparents are also welcome to join us for lunch 

on Wednesdays of Faith Camp.  Please bring a sack lunch and drink and 

come engage in this crazy train called Faith Camp! 

 

 

2013 Faith Camp 

Welcome to the Discovery Zone 
Blessings on your head, 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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Grace Bags 
Pick up extras now. There won’t be any made in July or August. 
 

If you still haven’t experienced the blessings of engaging with someone living on the street via a Grace 

Bag, I hope that you will take advantage of that opportunity this month. You will be hooked!  I have yet to 

hear anything other than stories of gratitude when it comes to taking care of God’s people. 
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Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 
There is Something for Everyone 

 

Young Families = Single or partnered parents of infants, babies, and toddlers. 
• Every Sunday morning from 10:15 - 11:00 AM in room #155. 

• June 29 - Family Social at the Mitsakis home. 

• August 24 - Family Social at the Fast home. 
 

Elementary School Families = Single or partnered parents with children PreK-5th grade. 
• August 23 - Back to School Pool Party 

 

Middle School Families = Single or partnered parents with children 6-8th grade. 
• August 24 - Back to School Pool Party 

 

High School Families = Youth in 9-12th grade and their folks. 
• Feeding the Homeless - 3rd Sunday of Every Month. 

• June 2 - A Day at the Beach. 

• July 20 - Schlitterbahn in Galveston. 
 

Faith Families = Anyone of any age, marital status, kid status, etc. This is for EVERYONE. 
• June 21 - Family Art Night. 

• August 9 - Family Game Night. 

• September 27 - Family “Minute to Win It” Game Night. 

• October 25 - Family Trunk or Treat. 

• November 15-17 - Family Camp at Lutherhill. 
 

For more information on these events, contact Jennifer Finley at the church office. 

We Celebrate With Our Graduates! 
 

Paul Hodde - Graduating Cypress Falls High School.  Attending Texas State in the Fall. 

Zach Boihem - Graduating Strake Jesuit.  Attending Texas A&M in the Fall. 

Natalie Dorman - Graduating Bellaire High School.  Attending Texas State in the Fall. 

Christine Anderson - Graduating Bellaire High School. 

Mark Milholland - Graduating Episcopal High School. 

Jessica Addicks - Graduated Nicholls State University, Thibodaux, LA. 

Ayana Williams - Graduated Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX. 

Kevondra Williams - Graduated Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX. 

 

Lutherhill Sunday 

July 28 - Heritage Service 
Wear your camp garb as we send off our elementary and middle school kids to camp at the Heritage service. 

 

Family Camp 

November 15-17 
Mark your calendars now for the 3rd Annual Faith Family Camp at Lutherhill.  All ages and families are 

invited to spend the weekend in God’s great outdoors.  Registration forms and more details to follow. 

Faith Family Art Night 

 June 21 @ 6:45 PM 
 

Come out to Faith and be part of our Family Art Night. Dinner is free and there will be projects for all ages. 

You can let your inner Bob Ross come out. Everyone is welcome. Invite your family and friends. Signup on 

the back of the Connection Card today. No art skills needed, just come have fun!  
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The Ellison/Copeland family had a great idea and they need your help! We are going to collect t-shirts 

and canvas bags for the homeless. So clean out your closets, grab those t-shirts and stuff them into 

your canvas bags and drop them off in the box in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

June 2 and 9 - Collect t-shirts and canvas bags in the Fellowship Hall.  

June 16 - We will deliver the shirts and bags to the homeless when we deliver their lunches. 

 

Do you have an idea for a meaningful service project? Contact Wendy Farner the chair of Youth 

and Family Ministry Board at wfarner@farnerandperrin.com. Thank you all for your help.  

The First Ever "Family Service Project" is about to begin here at Faith! 
By Karen Ellison 

25
th

 Anniversary Celebration for Pastor Kerry 
by Myra Condit, Celebration Committee Chair 

Help us show Pastor Kerry how much we appreciate him and all that he does for our congregation.  

 

On Saturday, June 1 we will have a celebration dinner in recognition of the 25
th

 Anniversary of Pastor 

Kerry’s Ordination. There will be a reception, dinner, program, and entertainment for everyone 

beginning at 5:30 PM.   

 

On Sunday, June 2 there will be a special guest preacher in worship and reception between the services 

so that everyone can visit with Pastor Kerry. Learning Groups have the option of either continuing to 

meet as usual or joining the reception. 

Are you looking for a way to get more engaged to serve your community?  Maybe been thinking that 

you should?  Not sure where to start, or what you might be interested in? 

Well, the Social Ministries Board has an answer for you!  On Sundays, beginning June 29 and running 

through Sunday, July 28, Social Ministries will sponsor a series of sessions to help get you informed and 

engaged!  To help you “Be a Blessing!” 

These sessions will feature speakers from a number of organizations, such as CCSC, Lutheran World 

Relief, the Blood Center, and others to present you with more information about the services their 

organizations are involved with.  They will also be ready to help you engage in their ministry and ‘sign 

up’ to volunteer if you are ready to do so! 

These social ministry ‘fairs’ will be held in the Fellowship Hall during the Learning Hour, starting at 

10:15 AM.  The intent is to give our guest speakers 30 minutes or so to present information on their 

ministry, and then have 15-20 minutes to address questions and have one on one conversations with 

those interested.   These sessions will be informal, and are being scheduled ‘between learning seasons’ 

in order to give as many as possible a chance to attend!   

More details on which organizations will present on which dates will be coming out soon in the weekly 

‘This Week at Faith’ e-mails and in Sunday bulletins! 

So mark your calendars now and plan to attend!  We look forward to seeing you there! 

“Be a Blessing” Fairs coming this Summer! 
by Don Hodde, Chair of Social Ministry Board 
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Rebecca-Ruth Circle will meet on June 6 at 10:00 AM. Please bring your sack lunch. Dessert will be 

provided. Please come join us, everyone is welcome! If you have any questions or would like more 

information about this group contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628.  

Rebecca-Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will not meet June, July, or August. We will start meeting again in September. 

Everyone is welcome! You should join us! For more information about the Women’s Connection, 

please contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 

Play Golf!  

Change a Life! Lutheran Social Services is hosting the 24
th

 Annual Tomorrow’s Child Golf Benefit on 

Monday, June 17 at Black Horse Golf Club. Join us for a day of fun including an 18-hole scramble, 

lunch, awards, and prizes! This event raises funds and awareness for Krause Children’s Center, a 

treatment home for abused and neglected children in the Houston area. You can register online at 

www.KrauseChildrensCenter.org/Golf or contact Amanda Aguirre at 800-938-5777 or 

Amanda.Aguirre@LSSS.org.  

24
th

 Annual Tomorrow’s Child Golf Benefit  
by Amanda Aguirre, Lutheran Social Services of the South 

A new worship experience is 

starting at Faith on Sunday, June 

9.  

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple 

of reasons. One, because the 

experience will begin at 6:10 PM. 

The name also comes from a story 

in the Bible about Jesus healing a 

man with a withered hand. Luke 

6:10 says, “After looking around at 

all of them, he said to him, 

"Stretch out your hand." He did so, 

and his hand was healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an 

experience of gratitude and 

h ea l in g .”  Throu gh  h o ly 

communion, anointing with oil, 

music, and prayer we will lift our 

hands in thanksgiving for God’s 

restoration and redemption.  

 

Everyone is welcome. 

6TEN Launches June 9 



The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is to 

follow Jesus in blessing the world with 

faith, hope, and love. 
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Read John 15:1-11 

  

John 15:5: ”I am the vine, you are the 

branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he 

it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 

can do nothing.” 

  

Apples don't grow without a tree.  Grapes don't 

grow without a vine.  God created plants to 

produce fruit.  Those delicious and nutritious 

things don't appear magically.  God doesn't speak 

a zucchini into existence each summer.  The plants 

are there to grow the fruit, and apart from the 

plant, the fruit dies. 

  

Jesus describes himself as the vine from which the 

branches sprout.  When branches are broken off 

from the vine, they are no longer able to grow 

fruit. In other words, when you and I are not 

connected to the vine, Jesus, we no longer 

produce fruit.  We are not good for anything.  The 

Holy Spirit keeps us connected to Jesus --- the 

branches connected to the vine.  The good works 

that we do are good only because we are part of 

the growing kingdom of Jesus. 

  

It is God's grace that grafts us into the vine of 

Jesus, and it is that connection that sustains 

us.  As plants need sunlight, water, and air, we 

need the light of Christ, the waters of baptism, 

and the breath of the Holy Spirit.  Thanks be to 

God for the branches that grow and are fruitful. 

 

Pray: Heavenly Father, divine gardener, may the 

fruit we produce be glorifying to you.  Amen. 

Fruit of the Vine 
by Peggy Porter 

Stewardship Corner 

by Jim Brekke, Chair of Stewardship Board 

[Jesus] sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 

rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put two small copper coins, which are worth a 

penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 

abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she has, all she had to live on.”  

Mark 12:41-44  

 

So far we have examined four aspects of a biblical giver: being regular, intentional, generous, and first. 

This month we will focus on being proportionate, which is sometimes also called percentage giving.  

This topic could be the hardest for those of us who have abundant lives.  Let's say for anyone who has 

the means to read this newsletter via the internet on a computer.  That is, many of us who live in the 

developed world.  For those of us who have abundant lives, a thought-provoking Bible verse on this 

subject is as follows:  

 

No one can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to 

the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth. Matthew 6:24 

 

This Bible verse is particularly troubling for me.  Does this mean that those of us with abundance are at 

greater risk of wandering away from God?  Perhaps.  Is it wrong in God's eyes to strive for financial 

security?  That's a tough one.  When we dwell too much on trusting our wealth are we threatening our 

relationship with God?  Possibly.  Too many questions and not enough answers. 

 

The Bible consistently calls us to give proportionately. If we believe that everything we have comes from 

God, proportionate giving becomes easier.  And as Jesus points out above, the sum the widow gave 

proportionately far exceeded the large sums contributed by the wealthy.  
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Well, school’s out for the Summer, but before we know it, it will once again be time for Back To School! 

I’m referring to Christian Community Service Center’s annual drive to outfit lower-income children in 

our 32 zip code service area in central and southwest Houston with grade-appropriate school supplies 

and new clothing. Students from pre-kindergarten through eighth grade are eligible for this program. 

Since the inception of the Back To School program in 1986, 92,439 students have been served. In 2012, 

Back To School served 6,546 students in need with school supplies and new clothing. The goal for 2013 

in 6,500 students. Here’s how we can help: 

 

CCSC’S greatest need for this program is financial backing. A contribution of only $45 will provide one 

student with a comprehensive packet of school supplies and new clothing/shoes specified by each 

school’s uniform requirements. Donations of ANY dollar amount can be made in one of three ways: 

 

1) Online at the secure CCSC website 

www.ccschouston.org, and designated to 

Back To School; 

 

2) By mailing a check (payable to CCSC with 

“Back To School” in the memo line) to CCSC, 

P.O. Box 27924, Houston, Texas 77227; 

 

3) In the offering plate at Faith Lutheran 

Church payable to Faith Lutheran Church with  

“Back To School” in the memo line.  

 

Our contributions will be tracked by placing a face on the school bus poster for each $45 collected. 

Here at Faith, we have the singular honor of hosting Back To School. Between 600–700 volunteers from 

various churches, service organizations, friends, and neighbors are needed to make Back To School a 

success. In addition to monetary donations to sponsor students, we have four opportunities to serve at 

this year’s event, all of which will take place on our campus: 

 

Thursday, July 25 – from 4:00—8:00 PM; supplies will be delivered to Faith (about 20 volunteers 

needed). 

 

Friday, July 26 – from 4:00—8:00 PM; literature will be assembled (about 20 volunteers needed). 

 

Saturday, July 27 – (two shifts) from 7:30 AM – 12:30 PM and 12:30 – 5:00 PM; sort and set up  

(as many workers as needed on an open schedule). 

 

Saturday, August 4 –  (two shifts) 7:30 – 11:30 AM OR 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM – distribution of supplies. In 

addition to those volunteers helping to process 6,500 recipients, and keeping with our core value of 

“radical hospitality,” we will offer a friendly welcome, 

information, water, shade, and refreshments to the students 

and those accompanying them. 

 

Signup sheets for these opportunities will be available in the 

Fellowship Hall beginning Sunday, June 9. CCSC is also asking 

for donations of gently worn school-appropriate closed toe 

shoes and clothing, especially sweaters, coats, jeans, and khaki 

pants. Donations should be marked “Back To School” and can 

be dropped off at Emergency Services (3434 Branard, 

Houston, Texas 77027), or at the Sunshine Resale Shop (5407 

Bellaire Blvd, Bellaire, Texas 77401). 

 

For more information, contact Janis Frnka (jjfdds@yahoo.com) or Don Hodde (donhodde@att.net). 

Fill the Bus for Back To School 

by Janis Frnka, Social Ministry Board  Member 
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Save the Date!!! 
by Joann Fry, Faith House Board Chair 

September 21, 2013 

 

Faith Lutheran Church began operating the Faith House ministry 27 years ago!  We will celebrate with a 

birthday party on September 21 – and we want you to be there to celebrate with us.  Please mark your 

calendar and plan on a birthday dinner including cake and ice cream for dessert! Have a great summer, 

and we will see you on September 21. 

May sure was a great month to celebrate Mother’s Day! For Mother’s Day this year we invited all of our 

moms to join us in chapel. We really enjoyed sharing chapel with our moms! They got to hear our 

beautiful little voices sing and to watch all of our wonderful chapel manors. After chapel they joined us 

for muffins and coffee, yummy! Also in May we really enjoyed watching all of our seeds grow. They 

became such beautiful plants. 

 

June brings another great holiday, FATHER’S DAY! We will celebrate dads with our “Dads and Donuts” 

day. It is a fun day where dads come to have breakfast with us. Also this month our classes will be 

talking about camping, boats, fishing, and all sorts of outside summer fun activities. Swimming is 

another fun activity we like to talk about, because everyone loves the cool water in the Houston heat. 

Teaching water safety is important; we might not be near a pool here at school but it is very important 

to be careful around the water. Everyone here at Mother’s Day Out would like to wish all the dads out 

there a very Happy Father’s Day! 

News from Mother’s Day Out 
by Meric Pinkerton, Mother’s Day Out Director 

Meet Our Newest Member: Helen R. Viereck 

Say hello to our newest member at Faith, Helen Viereck! Helen has two children, William and Ann. 

Helen has worked as a department administrator for a nuclear lab, at the physics department at Rice 

University, and as an English professor for HCC.  She has a love for many different types of animals, as 

she has been a handler of llamas, hedgehogs, and even chinchillas! 

 

Helen is a native Houstonian and we welcome her into the Faith family! 

Parents - do you need a night out on the town? We can help! 

 

Drop off your kids at Faith from 6:00—10:00 PM for fun childcare on Fridays this Summer, June 14 

through August 2 (excluding July 5). You can enjoy your kid-free evening with a movie, romantic dinner, 

grocery shopping, or even doing the laundry! 

 

June 14 Race Night 

June 21 Art Night 

June 28 Indoor Campout and Movie Night 

July 12 Karaoke Stage Night 

July 19 (Bible Bowl) Game Show Night 

July 26 Food Night 

August 2 Mini Carnival Night 

 

Only $15 for one child, $5 for each additional child, or $25 max per family. Pay online with a credit/

debit card at FaithBellaire.org/give. CASH ONLY at the door. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org. 

Parent’s Night Out—Fridays This Summer! 



Visit us online: 

FaithBellaire.org 
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News from the Day School 

by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 

As I look at pictures of the children from the early months of school, I notice how the children have 

grown physically.  They’re taller and much more mature looking.  They were babies when they arrived 

here last September!  I would never have noticed had I not been looking through pictures for a 

slideshow for the Family Chapel Service which took place on Thursday, May 23.  As I play with them, 

teach them, and talk to them, I learn how much they have grown socially and academically.  Now, 

they’re growing into “big kids” as they become more independent and capable.  I’m so proud of them 

and all that we have accomplished this year!  I am proud of the teachers and the many innovative 

activities that they’ve introduced.  I’m proud of our kitchen and before/after school staff for all that 

they do to enhance each child’s experience here at the Day School.  We have made quite a few changes 

this year, and everyone in the school community has been flexible as we have thought outside the box 

and tried new things.  We will do the same through the summer months and into the next school year.   

One change that I’d like to share involves our staff.  Our staff will be quite different this summer and 

next school year.  This month, we will say sad “goodbyes” to several teachers who have been here at 

the school for a long time and also to some teachers who have joined us only recently.   

  

Mrs. Pat Bragdon will retire after 28 years here at the Day School.  Miss Pat has been a fixture at this 

school from the beginning, and she will certainly be missed.  We appreciate Miss Pat’s dedication to the 

Kindergarten class, and specifically, her willingness to step in and help in any way possible.   

  

After nearly 26 years as a dedicated Prekindergarten teacher at our school, Ms. Tina Wood will be 

moving on.  We will never forget Miss Tina’s nurturing spirit and the fun times we have had over the 

years.  We will certainly remember making mini King Cakes for Mardi Gras and hand-painted t-shirts 

with Miss Betty.   

  

Mr. Steve Driscoll will leave us at the end of the month as well.  Computer classes taught by Mr. Steve 

have always been a favorite of the children, and his friend the squirrel will be missed just as much as he 

will.   

  

Mrs. Jocelyn Eshelman will leave us after teaching our Kindergarten class for one year.  Miss Jocelyn 

has been a refreshing new voice in the school over the past year, and the children will miss the exciting 

cooking projects and Dr. Seuss-related activities that she shared with them.  We wish Miss Jocelyn all 

the best as she moves to Nixon, Texas.   

  

Mrs. Erika Helweg-Walker will no longer teach Mini Gym classes. The children will miss the opportunity 

to jump, twist, and run with her each Monday.  

 

We honored these beloved teachers at the Family Chapel Service in May and throughout the month.  

We are so grateful to each of them for their dedicated service to the children and families of the Day 

School.  I want each of you to know that we have plans in place for a smooth transition here at the Day 

School, and we are excited about our Storybook Summer which kicked off early in June.  You are always 

welcome to stop by the Day School and see what we have going on here.  We would also love it if you 

could come and share any of your talents with the children.  Sharing a story, cooking with the children, 

or leading them in an activity are just some of the ways that you could become involved.  Don’t 

hesitate to contact me if you would like to come by for a visit.    
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See what you might have missed recently at Faith! 

NAMI Walk 

Confirmation Sunday 

Middle School Water Slide 

High School Wakeboarding 

Family Sports Night & S’mores 



Discovering Self Beginning on June 9 

Parlor at 10:15 AM 

JUNE 2 0 1 3   ISSUE 6 PAGE 13 

Who am I?  What are my gifts, my passions?   

How can I find just the right place that I fit as I strive to make a difference? 

 

This class is led by Laura Swanson and is for visitors who have completed “Discovering Faith” and 

current members who would like to learn more about themselves. Once you have identified your gifts 

and passions, we will talk about places in the wider community or through the ministries of Faith 

where you can find just the right fit that will help you be a blessing to others as God has blessed you.   

 

June 9 - Part 1, June 16 - Part 2, June 23 - Part 3  

This Father’s Day we will celebrate men and fathers by giving them a gift after each service.  

 

We will also have a tailgate party in the Fellowship Hall with all of the favorite tailgate foods during the 

learning hour.  

Join us as we celebrate men on Father’s Day, June 16 

Faith’s quilting group will take off the month of June and see how July goes. When they do resume 

they will be in need of more supplies. Please remember they can always use torn or stained sheets, 

drapes, blankets, and  mattress pads inside the quilts. So don’t worry about how it looks it can always 

be used. Thank you for your support! 

Lutheran World Relief Quilters Update 

Faith Alive! Band on Pentecost Sunday, May 19 

Faith Alive! Band members Tim Griffith (bass guitar, vocals), Cathy Doughty (acoustic guitar), Gene 

Ellison (drums), and Director of Worship Clayton Faulkner (electric guitar, vocals) rock out on the song 

“We Are All One in Christ/Somos uno in Cristo.” The Pentecost service included singing in Latin, 

Spanish, and English, as well as a recording of Acts 2 read in Mandarin by Pastor Junfeng Tan. 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—June 2013 

9:00 

 

June 2 June 9 June 16 June 30 

Acolytes 2 Joshua & Jacob 

 Boihem 

Michael & Daniel  

Farner 

Jasmine Gabriel  

Marlena Dobbins 

Helen Hecht 

Daniel Farner 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Jon & Nancy Holmes Barbara McDowell 

Cory Nelson 

Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Asst Minister 1 Myra Condit Michael Farner Bob Medlen Dottie Wichman 

Ushers 4 The Paulsons Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

The Parkans Ken & Liz Trunnell 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Common 

Grounds 

Stewardship Board Stewardship Board Stewardship Board Stewardship Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Doris Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

Linda Lamb 

Joann Welton 

Susan Layton 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Susan Layton 

Doris Rosenbaum 

11:15 June 2 June 9 June 16 June 30 

Acolyte Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit 

Crucifer Thomas Menke Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke Elizabeth Menke 

Lector Karen Elsen Bob Medlen Joann Welton Charles Porter 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Bill Puryear 

Jeannette Sebesta 

Bill Puryear 

Jeannette Sebesta 

Don & Barbara Hodde Trey & Tiffany Stone 

Asst Minister Myra Condit Tiffany Stone Tiffany Stone Sharon Richter 

Ushers 4 Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Visitor Center  Worship Board  Worship Board  Worship Board  Worship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Doris Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

Linda Lamb 

Joann Welton 

Susan Layton 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Susan Layton 

Doris Rosenbaum 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

June 23 

Harrison Funchess 

Tommy Huwyler 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Michael Farner 

Wendy & Dave Farner 

Outreach Board 

Stewardship Board 

Worship Board 

Susan Layton 

Doris Rosenbaum 

June 23 

Myra Condit 

Jonathan Mierstchen 

Janice Kolosseus 

Don & Barbara Hodde 

Sharon Richter 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Outreach Board 

Worship Board 

Susan Layton 

Doris Rosenbaum 



June Calendar Events 

 

1 Saturday – All Day Pastor Kerry’s 25th Anniversary Ordination Celebration / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400)  / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

2 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 11:30 PM HS Beach Trip / 

3:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101)  

 

3 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)  

 

4 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (Parlor) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 

 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

5 Wednesday – 11:45 AM Youth & Family Board Meeting / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101) / 

7:00 PM Parish Ed Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

6 Thursday  –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) /  

7:30 PM Faith Choir (Sanctuary) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Friday – 5:00 PM Faith Camp Training / 8:00 PM AA (300)     

 

8 Saturday – All Day Faith Camp Training / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

9 Sunday  – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 11:30 PM Faith Camp Training /  

12:15 PM Worship Board Meeting (Parlor) /  6:10 PM  6TEN Worship (FC Gym) 

 

10 Monday Faith Camp Week One – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

11 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

12 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

13 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Faith Choir (Offsite) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Friday –  6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

15 Saturday –  All Day Mountain Mover Article Due / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

16 Sunday Father’s Day – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 

 11:30 AM Faith Camp Training 

 

17 Monday Faith Camp Week Two – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

18 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School/Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

19 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

20 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Sanctuary) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Friday –  6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 6:45 PM Faith Family Art Night (FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

22 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

23 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 11:30 AM Faith Camp Training 

 

24 Monday Faith Camp Week Three –   3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

25 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

26 Wednesday –  3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Thursday –   8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Sanctuary) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Friday –  6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

30 Sunday –  8:00 PM AA (300) / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  
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