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The Chinese New Year Celebration on February 7 

brought together over 350 people! 
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Men’s Breakfast 
8:00 AM on April 5 

 

Where two or three people 

are gathered 

together...they find a hard 

time making their next 

appointment because 

their calendars are full. 

 

I’ve been waiting a long 

time to finally pick a day to 

invite the men of our 

congregation to come 

together.  I know that 

everyone is busy.  I know 

how frustrating it is when 

we constantly feel like we 

are playing “catch up,” 

never having enough time 

to do what needs to get 

done, wanting to be in two 

places at once.   

 

But I also know that some 

of the “busyness” in our 

lives is rooted as much in 

avoidance as it is 

responsibility.  And what 

we avoid is probably much 

closer to what we really 

need as it is to what we 

think we need. 

 

I think men need time with 

other men.  And that has 

to start somewhere. 

 

Put 8:00 AM, Saturday, 

April 5, on your calendar.  

For you... 

What does Lent mean to you? 

 

In another age, the focus of Lent was preparing adults for 

baptism at the Vigil of Easter.  The 40 days between Ash 

Wednesday and Holy Week were focused on prayer, fasting, 

conversation, Bible study, and acts of service.  Today?  Today 

we are wondering whether or not it is worth it to plan worship 

on Wednesday nights given that so few people attend. 

 

What do we do with that?  What does it tell us?  I’m not sure. 

 

I wish I had a chance to ask every member of our church Lenten questions like 

these:  Because you participate in the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church… 

 

• Are you growing in your faith? 

• Are you developing an ever deeper and ever more helpful sense of God’s 

presence and guidance in your daily life? 

• Are you aware of the good gifts of God in your life - your time, talents, and 

treasure - and are you using them well in your life? 

• Are you discovering an influential faith in your life – a faith that makes a real 

difference in who and how you are as a person of faith in the world? 

 

In my own life, I know that everything goes better when I’ve taken time in the 

morning to read, to pray, to be quiet.  I know I feel healthier and more connected 

when I give myself time to talk with people at a deeper level than chit chatting 

about the weather.  I know that my spirituality is connected to food and exercise.  I 

know what I feel like when I’m selfish and I know how much better it feels when I 

serve others. 

 

The mystery for me is why it is so hard to sustain this.  To keep on working what 

works. 

 

These thoughts and feelings come and go.  Some days are better than others.  But 

what sets Lent apart from the other seasons of the year is that this is a 40 day 

period when my “interior” life, my personal discipleship practices, my concern for 

others, is put on the table for reflection and action.  This is a good thing. 

 

Lent is all about deepening discipleship.  I don’t know what discipleship looks like 

without creating space in our day, and entering into a space that is conducive, to 

reconnecting with God in prayer.  I can’t disconnect discipleship from listening to 

the Bible, from talking with other people at a deeper level, from finding ways to 

serve others.  Because all of that drives me to Jesus and that I believe is the real 

purpose of Lent. 

 

So my Lenten prayer for you is simple this year:  I hope that your walk through Lent 

drives you to Jesus, and that Jesus finds you following him with your heart, soul, 

mind, and strength.    

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Read Matthew 9:1-13  

"A cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, 

‘This is my beloved Son; listen to him.’" 

 

In the evening hour, near Caesarea Philippi, Jesus led Peter, James, 

and John up the mountain to pray.  But the "man of rock” and the 

two "sons of thunder” reclined in sleep, while their Rabbi knelt in 

prayer. 

  

Suddenly, they awoke to Christ's face lit like the sun and his clothes 

radiantly white.  The human nature of Jesus was transfigured to 

reveal his divine nature.  Just as suddenly, the same cloud that 

filled the temple with the presence of God covered them.  The 

same voice they first heard at the Jordan declared, "This is my 

beloved Son," the Father confirming Peter's confession; "Christ is 

the Son of God."  And we are to hear him. 

  

We listen and learn of his redemptive work -- his great 

determination to go to Jerusalem to suffer, die, and rise from the 

grave.  Listen and learn how Jesus traveled from the light of his 

transfiguration to the darkness of his crucifixion and moved from 

the power of his resurrection to the glory of his ascension.  Listen 

and learn how his word enables us to follow him into everlasting 

life.  Yes, let all the earth be silent before his beloved Son and listen 

to him. 

  

Pray:  Heavenly Father, enable us to listen to your 

Word, not only with our ears, but also with our 

hearts.  Amen. 

 

Stewardship Corner - An Act of Worship  
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to thee.” 

Psalm 54:6 
 

Picture yourself in ancient Israel, before there was 

a temple.  The congregation gathers to worship 

around a rudimentary altar, and each person 

brings an offering forward.  Some have a 

container of wine that they pour out on the altar.  

Others have grain that they place on the altar and 

light on fire.  A few bring birds or small animals which are killed and, 

like the grain, consumed in the flames.  The thinking that justified 

such sacrificial rites is varied and complex, but the basic point 

seems to have been that worshipers brought things that they 

valued to the altar and left them there.  People gave offerings to 

God as an act of worship and these offerings were simply destroyed 

in the flames. 
 

I wonder what would happen in a modern church if we collected 

the offerings on Sunday morning, set the plates on the altar, and 

then tossed in a match, burning up everyone’s money.  OK, I know 

that would be illegal.  It is against the law to destroy U.S. currency.  

And people who write checks or give electronically wouldn’t care.  

The point is that many people in modern congregations would be 

appalled if the offering they gave to the church was simply 

destroyed rather than put to some good use.  Certainly that makes 

sense, but what was going on in ancient Israel? 
 

All of these offerings were the equivalent of money.  The Israelites 

found it worthwhile, indeed necessary, to give away their 

possessions, something they valued deeply, in sacrificial acts of 

worship to God.  The point was not what happened to the offerings 

placed on the altar.  The point was simply putting them on the altar 

in the first place. 
 

At some point people began saying, “You know we really should not 

waste these offerings. Maybe we could give them to the poor or 

give them to the priests and let that be their salary.”  These 

suggestions have obvious merit, but the problem comes when, 

over time, people began to forget the real reason for making 

these offerings.  They began to think, “God wants me to give up 

some of my grain, meat, or wine so that the poor can be fed or 

the priest paid.”  This is a good idea, but not the original intent.  

It did not represent the real reason for the offering.  The primary 

purpose of the sacrifice was WORSHIP. 

“With a freewill offering, I will sacrifice to thee;  

I will give thanks to thy name, O Lord, for it is good.” 

In today’s church many people seem to think that the reason we 

have an offering during the service is because the church needs 

to pay its bills and wants to do good things with the money that 

is collected.  Yes, the church does need to do these things, but 

that is not why we have an offering.  The offering is an act of 

worship, an opportunity to express our love for God in the best 

way imaginable, by giving up something that we value. 
 

HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK IN OUR CHURCH? 

Each time our teenagers take food to the homeless or warm 

blankets are collected and given out to those same people, when 

a group of faithful people meet once a month at the Gethsemane 

Food Pantry to give out food to those in need, each time 

someone is helped by giving a warm place to stay at our Faith 

House while they are far away from home and undergoing 

treatment here in our hospitals, each time we open our doors to 

the many support groups that meet each night at Faith Church 

for healing,  each time the Pastors visit one of our homebound 

members or someone who is hospitalized, or we gather for a 

Chinese New Year celebration and have 350 plus people attend 

from our community, we see stewardship at work in our church. 

 

ABOVE AND BEYOND GIVING AT FAITH: Recently a long time 

member of Faith told Pastor Kerry that she was changing her will 

in order to leave one third of her estate to her children, one third 

to Brook Hollow Community, and one third to Faith Church. 

DID YOU KNOW? Making a legacy gift is as simple as adding one 

sentence to your will that says, “After all of my bills are paid, I 

want _____% of my estate to go to my Faith Church.” 

3 Prayer Corner - Listen to Him  
by Peggy Porter 



Wow! It was a great evening of fun and 

culture. 350 people gathered in the Faith 

Center to wrap up the Chinese New Year. 

Thanks to all who helped make it a success 

from Faith and from Faith Chinese 

Fellowship. There was much to celebrate! 

 

Chinese New Year Celebration Wrap Up! 

As the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo winds down this 

month, we want you to have the chance to be in charge of 

your own Trail Boss Team!  On Sunday, March 23 (also 

Faith’s Go TEXAN Sunday) and March 30, you will have the 

opportunity to bid on a team of High Schoolers raising 

money to get to South Dakota this Summer.  Consider 

bidding on a team for an ill or elderly neighbor or friend 

who might need some help around the house/yard. The 

teams go to the highest bidder so dig deep! 

 

As always, we are grateful for 

your support of our Youth 

Ministry. 

High School Mission Trip Fundraiser -  

Trail Boss Auction 
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A huge thank you goes out to the Patrick-Murphy family for 

leading us in assembling approximately 600 We Care Kits 

(hygiene items) to be delivered to our homeless friends in 

Houston. Thanks to all who donated kits, funds, and helped 

assemble on March 23. 

Faith Family Friday Movie Night - March 28 
 

It’s the 3rd Annual Outdoor Movie Night!  But even if it rains, we’ll 

bring everything inside and still have a good time. Bring your 

blankets, coolers, camp chairs, and friends to a fun evening for kids 

and adults. Pizza and popcorn will be available. Come get set up at 

7:00 PM—the movie will start a little later. 

“We Care Kits” Service Project Success! 



Not every concept in Christianity is easily understood. To those who are first 

exposed to the Bible, sin is one of those alien, unpopular, and even offensive 

concepts. The Chinese translation of the word “sinner” is  罪人，which refers to the guilty person, the offender, or convicted criminal. 

When I tell the participants of the Faith Chinese Fellowship that we are all 

sinners, many of them are understandably puzzled and offended by the 

statement. I can image the thoughts going through their mind:  “I am not a 

murderer, a thief. I haven’t broken any law. I am a decent human being. Why 

do you call me a sinner?” I had similar reactions when I first heard of the 

word “sinner” in a Chinese Lutheran church seventeen years ago.  

 

To help my Chinese friends better understand the concept of sin, I recently shared the story of 

King David at the Faith Chinese Fellowship.  Young shepherd boy David was chosen by God and 

anointed by Prophet Samuel to replace King Saul as the leader of Israel. He was a person of 

strong faith. He dared to challenge the Philistine giant Goliath and was able to defeat him not 

because he was a stronger and better warrior than Goliath, but because he trusted the power in 

the name of the almighty God. He spared Saul’s life twice because he feared God, believing that 

Saul was God’s anointed one. One of the first things David did after becoming the king of Israel 

was to bring the Ark of the Lord to the new capital Jerusalem. What a pious and devoted man of 

God. God was pleased with David and made the covenant with him, saying that the Davidic 

kingdom would be secured forever. But look at what David did soon afterwards. He became an 

adulterer and murderer. It was obvious that David was not thinking of God at all when he took 

Uriah’s wife Bathsheba to his bedroom and later cooked up the plot to have Uriah killed.  

 

Did David become a sinner on the day he spotted Bathsheba? No. He was already a sinner 

before that. Sin had been “hibernating” in his body and soul all the time and it suddenly raised 

its ugly head and took control of him that terrible evening.  

 

In Rwanda, 1994, an estimate of 1,000,000 people were brutally killed in 100 days. With the 

government’s sanction and encouragement, ordinary people hacked to death with machetes 

their neighbors of a different ethnic group in cities and villages. I can imagine that most of those 

killers were probably shocked by the fact that they were actually capable of such heinous 

crimes. Before the outbreak of the mass killings, they were law-abiding citizens and kind 

neighbors; even the thought of killing someone was probably unthinkable to most of them then. 

What caused the seemingly innocent people to become murderers during those nightmarish 

100 days?  

 

1 John 4:15 is a very a strong statement: “All who hate a brother or sister are murderers.” Why 

is that? Listen to the words of Jesus, “You have heard that it was said to the people in the old 

days, ‘You shall not murder,’ and anyone who does must stand his trial. But I say to you that 

anyone who is angry with his brother must stand his trial….” 

 

Here is something I read online: Dr. Oz says that we don’t get cancer. We already have cancer 

cells growing inside us. We provoke cancer. Similar statements can be made about sin: sin is the 

dark power that causes us to turn a deaf ear to God’s voice; sin is the selfish and lustful desire 

that provokes, compels, prompts, and entices us to harm our neighbors. It is we who turn on the 

“sin genes” within our body and soul.  

 

The Episcopal priest and author Barbara Brown Taylor published a book entitled “Speaking of 

Sin: the Lost Language of Salvation.” She writes, “Sin is our only hope, because the recognition 

that something is wrong is the first step toward setting it right again. There is no help for those 

who admit no need of help. There is no repair for those who insist that nothing is broke, and 

there is no hope of transformation for a world whose inhabitants accept that it is sadly but 

irreversibly wrecked.” 

 

So, with David, we pray to God this Lenten season:   

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10 

Sin Is Our Only Hope  
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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For I know my  

transgressions, 

and my sin  

is ever  

before me. 

Against you, 

you alone, 

have I sinned, 

and done what 

is evil in  

your sight.    
 

Psalm 51:3-4 



Women’s Weekend Away  

March 7-9 

Get away and relax with your girlfriends at Lutherhill 

for a weekend of pampering. Come and leave all 

your worries behind through a massage or 

manicure/pedicure. Renew through motivational 

and meaningful messages from our women’s group 

speaker. Enjoy sunset wine and appetizers on the 

porch of Carby Chapel. $150 per person. Register 

online at www.lutherhill.org. 
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News from the Day School  
by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 

The Day School is a busy place!  We kick off the month of March by celebrating Lutheran Schools Week.  The theme of this year’s 

celebration is “To tell the story . . .”  And boy do we have a story to tell.  This month our fundraising efforts kick into high gear.  As part of 

Lutheran Schools Week, we are hosting our first ever Scholastic Book Fair.  Church members and other members of the community are 

invited to come and purchase books on Sunday, March 2 from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM and throughout the week from 7:00 - 10:00 AM and 

3:00 - 6:00 PM.  We would appreciate your support.   

 

We will also host our second Fiesta Night Fundraiser at Los Tios Meyerland on Tuesday, March 4.  As usual, we invite you to enjoy a 

delicious Mexican dinner while supporting our school.  Don’t forget to take a flyer (available at the Church Office or in your bulletin) and 

tell your server that your purchase should go to our fundraiser.  We hope to see you out at some of these special events. And just so you 

get a taste of what we’re learning in the Day School, we’ve included two Teacher Spotlights this month.    

Theme:  Dental Hygiene, Health Professionals, and My Body 

 

What did the children learn?  The children learned how to floss in 

an age appropriate and safe way.  They had fun brushing the 

“teeth” with an oversized toothbrush and flossing with Legos™, 

cotton balls, and string.  The children learned what it takes to keep 

their teeth healthy and clean.  

  

What did we do?  We put small colored cotton balls in the spaces 

on top of a large Lego™ block.  The cotton balls represented food 

that might be stuck in between the teeth.  The large Lego™ block 

represented the teeth.  I gave the 

children a piece of string.  They 

flossed between each “tooth” until 

the cotton ball popped out.  What 

fun!  I placed this set of materials in 

the Science Center so that children 

could engage with the materials 

during center time.   

Celeste Angel, Pre K Teacher                 “Let’s Floss”   

Theme:  Diversity, Asia, Holidays and Celebrations 

 

What did the children learn?  The children learned about how 

people from different countries celebrate the New Year or 

Spring Festival.  The children learned about the foods, clothes, 

dances, and music associated with these celebrations.  The 

children learned to appreciate the similarities and differences 

between how people celebrate around the world.   

 

What did we do?   We presented a traditional dragon dance to 

our parents and school friends.  The children carried the dragon 

head and body and paraded around the Fellowship Hall.  We 

were dressed in beautiful Chinese clothes.  We sang three songs 

in Chinese, including one that 

you might recognize . . . Head, 

Shoulders, Knees, and Toes!  

After our short presentation, we 

shared a Chinese-themed lunch 

with our parents and other 

guests.  We had fried rice, egg 

rolls, pineapple, and fortune 

cookies.  Yum!   

Julie Fu, Older Threes Teacher        “Asian Spring Festival”   



Mission Moment — Peace Cannot Be Achieved Alone  
by Christine Kuehl, Gulf Coast Synod Mission Interpreter Coordinator  

 Approximately 2.2 million people in the Central African Republic (CAR), one of the ELCA's 

companion churches, are in need of humanitarian assistance due to insecurity and intense violence 

occurring in the country. The United Nations estimates that 935,000 of these people have been 

forced from their homes due to the severity of fighting in their area. Some of these people have 

found refuge in various locations, such as churches, and some of these people are living in the 

bush, running from fighting groups as they attack nearby villages.   

            For Fredd and his family, the violence in their area started on a late Friday morning. As the 

violence continued that night, he and his family decided to move into the bush away from the 

village to spend the night in a friend's field about 10 kilometers away. As they traveled, they came 

across several other people who were also fleeing. 

            "A Muslim man came and told us that someone had informed the Seleka that all those who 

lived on the east side of the village were Christian and those to the west were Muslim, so the 

Seleka were planning to move into the east and search for people even in the bush," Fredd says. 

"We decided to walk under the cover of darkness through the bush to the west side of town." 

            Fredd and his family continued to walk to the next village since they could hear heavy 

gunfire from behind them. Within the group, there were several children, including three babies all 

under five months old. "The older children, including my eight-year-old daughter, all walked, while we carried the smaller ones," Fredd 

says. 

            After walking through the next day and night, they decided to stop for a half hour to rest. Fredd's wife then caught a high fever 

and she couldn't walk. "We wrapped her in thick cloth, but she was still trembling very hard and complaining of cold," Fredd says. "We 

knew she had malaria." 

            Fredd started to worry about what would happen to his wife if she died. Would he be able to bury her, or would he have to 

leave her body behind and follow the rest of the group? The group made a small fire and put her feet by it and prayed. After a couple of 

hours, Fredd's wife felt better and she could walk again. 

            "This was a miracle for me," Fredd says. "She had been treated with prayer and a small fire. We walked for 12 days and finally 

made it to the clinic. Had it not been for the Muslim man, I believe this story would be different. I might not be telling this story." 

            The Seleka rebel group is a largely Muslim alliance that seized the capital in March 2013. The group is now referred to as ex-

Seleka rebels because the alliance has officially, but not actively nor effectively, disbanded. A mostly-Christian alliance, known as the 

anti-Balaka, formed in response to the Seleka rebel group and has also played a large role in attacks in the country. While both of these 

groups tend to be labeled by their religious affiliation, the fighting in the Central African Republic is not bound by the lines of religious 

war. The conflict in the country is a result of political power and economic grievances. Fredd's story illustrates the understanding that 

peace cannot be achieved alone—an inter-faith response is needed.   

 Your gifts allow us to continue to address the needs of the most vulnerable and walk with our brothers and sisters toward 

peace. Thank you!!!                                       

    We cannot be quiet about what we have seen and heard! Acts 4:20 

Motives 
Why are we doing church? 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life. 

• We practice radical hospitality. 

• We value discipleship over membership. 

• We desire spiritual renewal. 

• We believe in community involvement. 

7 



Lent is upon us again. The traditional purpose of Lent is the 

preparation of the believer through prayer, penance, 

repentance, almsgiving, and self-denial. The solemnity of Lent 

heightens within the events of Holy Week which mark the 

arrest, torture and crucifixion, death, burial, and culminates 

in the celebration on Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. It’s the annual faith rollercoaster ride. 

 

Many Christians make a habit of giving up something (cokes, chocolate, cussing, 

etc. - usually a vice of some kind) for the 40 days of Lent as a penitence, as if that is 

a good comparison to Jesus’ fasting in the desert for 40 days. I’ve never liked it. I’ve 

always found it a bit offensive. I guess because I’ve never seen anyone do it with 

any real faith fervor. And so I always had this shadow of a feeling that it was 

belittling to Jesus, the church, faith overall. But several years ago, I heard a great 

sermon about “taking  something up” for the 40 days of Lent instead of giving 

something up that you really should probably give up for all 365 days anyway. 

 

What might that look like? One suggestion I have is to take seriously the Lenten 

Devotions that will be available on Sunday, March 2. This is the 3rd year that Parish 

Ed has solicited, collected, and printed a daily scripture verse and a member of 

Faith’s personal reflection on that scripture. I encourage you to look up the 

scripture in your own Bible (for you write-in-your-Bible types, there may be notes 

that you wrote at a different time in your life). I encourage you to read the words 

of the daily writer’s mind and make your own reflection about it. I encourage you 

to spend a little time with God and then end by reading the included prayer each 

day. And finally, I encourage you to seek out the people who wrote each of the 5 

devotions you will have read that week. Talk with them about your thoughts. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to “take up” a discussion about faith with five new people you 

have met in a new way each week for six weeks? 

 

Or what if you “took up” signing up for a Faith House supper one of the Sundays 

during Lent? I wrote about the Finley’s experience a few months ago. We were so 

blessed in our attempt to bless others. Or how about “taking up” some Grace Bags 

or We Care Kits (hygiene kits) to keep in your car during Lent with the intent to give 

several away each week? Now giving them away is only part of the blessing. 

Dignifying someone on the streets of Houston by introducing yourself and asking 

them to pray for you takes away some of your power (as the giver) and empowers 

the other person. Can you take that up? 

 

There are plenty other ways to “take up” a faithful activity that will bless you this 

Lent. Pastor Kerry or Pastor Tan or myself would be happy to steer you in the right 

place.  Regardless, I hope that the next six weeks will give you pause to look at your 

faith in new ways as we expectantly await the resurrection and all the joy that 

comes with those promises. 

Here's What I'm Thinking… 
by Jennifer Finley, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Rebecca-Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, March 6 

at 10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts are 

provided. Socializing with 

the group is so joyful.  All 

are welcome!!   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-

3628. 

Women’s Ministry 

Women's Connection will  

meet at 9:30 AM,  

March 11. 

 

For more information 

about the Women’s 

Connection, please 

contact Brenda Cauthen 

at bcauthen1@gmail.com 

or 281-630-8088. 
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We will go to first 

learn about a culture 

that is rich in history 

and spirituality, and 

then to serve in 

whatever ways we can 

be helpful. These are 

proud people deeply 

affected by poverty. 

Although federal 

funding is available to the Lakota 

people, they choose not to accept their 

full share on principle. 

 

Standing Rock contains the land where 

the famous chief Sitting Bull was born 

and tragically killed.  Our week (July 12-

19, 2014) will include much about the 

life and culture of the Lakota. We will 

also visit the Oklahoma Bombing 

Memorial on our journey. 

 

Please support our youth in our 

fundraising again this year through the 

Trail Boss Auction, Easter Breakfast, and 

Stock Sales. We look forward to sharing 

our experiences and the ways we saw 

God working during our trip at the 3rd 

Annual Stockholders Dinner on Sunday, 

September 7. 

High School Summer 

Mission Trip - Standing 

Rock Indian Reservation in 

South Dakota 

Easter Breakfast Heads Up 
 

The High Schoolers going on the mission trip this 

summer will again be calling all members of Faith 

Lutheran Church in early April to remind everyone 

of Easter Sunday services and request help with 

food for the Easter breakfast. If you need an egg 

casserole or coffee cake recipe, please contact 

Jennifer Finley at the church office. Thank you for 

your support. 

Visit us online 

FaithBellaire.org 
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Parent’s Night Out 

March 14 

6:00 - 10:00 PM Faith Center 

It’s Spring break and before you leave for 

your trip, do you need a night out? Parent’s 

Night Out is here to give you that break for 

$15 for the first child and $10 for each 

additional child. $35 max per household.  

RSVP at PNO@faithbellaire.org or sign up 

on the back of the Connection Card. 

Brushstroke Meditations    

Midweek Series  

 

 March 12:        听 Listen         

 March 19:          慈 Compassion        

 March 26:  恕 Forgiveness        

 April 2:   爱 Love                    

 April 9:   智 Wisdom                 

Every Wednesday during Lent   

11:45 AM -  lunch served after  

7:00 PM -  dinner served  at 6:15 PM 



ESL (English as Second Language) classes coming to Faith  

ESL (English as Second Language)  

Teachers are needed! 
 

Faith Lutheran Church is planning to offer ESL classes to 

Chinese immigrants, with the emphasis on conversational 

English and English pronunciation. If you are willing to teach 

an ESL class for a short or long term, please email Pastor 

Tan at jtan@faithbellaire.org. The time and length of the 

class can be flexible to accommodate the schedules of both 

teacher and students.  
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6TEN Worship Goes Weekly on March 9 

Our newest worship experience at Faith will take place 

every Sunday evening @ 6:10 PM starting March 9. It is 

50 minutes and meets in the Faith Center gym. It is 

completely different from Sunday morning worship. 

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple of reasons. One, 

because the experience will begin at 6:10 PM. The name 

also comes from a story in the Bible about Jesus healing a 

man with a withered hand. Luke 6:10 says, “After looking 

around at all of them, he said to him, "Stretch out your 

hand." He did so, and his hand was healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an experience of gratitude and 

healing.” Through holy communion, anointing with oil, 

music, and candle lighting we will give thanks for God’s 

restoration and redemption. Everyone is welcome. 

“His Story” Message Series  

Starts Ash Wednesday  

Ash Wednesday, March 5      Dust and Ashes! 
2 services 11:45 AM (lunch served after)  7:00 PM (dinner served at 6:15) 

 

 Sunday, March 9     Let My People Go!  

  

 Sunday, March 16     We Want A King!  

   

 Sunday, March 23      Desolation!  

   

 Sunday, March 30      Rebuild! 

   

 Sunday, April 6          The Messiah!  

 

      Palm Sunday, April 13     Jesus is Lord!  



GO TEXAN 

Sunday 

March 23 

Sunday, March 23 

promises to be an event 

you don’t want to miss.  

 

Wear your boots, 

cowboy hats, and jeans 

as we celebrate our 

Texas heritage and the 

conclusion of the 

Houston Livestock Show 

and Rodeo.  

 

We will experience 

“cowboy church” on this 

Sunday, including 

southern gospel music 

and a relaxed liturgy.  

 

There will also be a BBQ 

Brunch with all the 

trimmings.  

 

Giddy up partner!  

The Lord be with ya’ll! 

Lent is approaching. This liturgical season of the church’s 

year begins with Ash Wednesday on March 5, 2014. We 

have two services that day: 11:45 AM (followed by lunch) 

and 7:00 PM (preceded by dinner at 6:15 PM). If you have 

never been to an Ash Wednesday service, make the effort 

to go this year. You’ll find that it is a humbling way to enter 

the season of Lent. Both services use the imposition of 

ashes, a ritual where ash is smeared in the form of a cross on the foreheads of 

worshipers. There are two symbolic, overlapping meanings to this practice. First, 

our baptism is recalled - the original instance of the cross being traced on our 

foreheads as we were marked with the chrism, or anointing oil. Second, our 

death is foreshadowed - heard through the words spoken during the imposition, 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  

 

It may seem a little morbid, but I believe it is good. I feel that at least once a 

year, in the context of worship in our church, we should be told that we’re going 

to die. It can be a fact easily over-looked, especially if you’re young. However, it 

is a truth with which we need to come face to face. And a truth that frees us to 

live for what is really important, in light of eternity. 

 

Ash Wednesday also marks the transition point between the two great cycles of 

time in our liturgical calendar. We transition from the end of the Christmas cycle 

(Advent, Christmas, and all the way through time after Epiphany) into the Easter 

cycle (Ash Wednesday, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and all the way through 

Pentecost). These two cycles help us mark our time according to Christ’s birth, 

life, death, burial, ascension, and gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is at the very heart 

of how we schedule time in the worship life of our church. 

 

Historically, Lent was the time of final preparations for baptismal candidates. 

Just as Jesus fasted for 40 days in the desert before beginning his public ministry, 

those seeking inclusion into the fellowship of Christ’s body had to be prepared, 

tested, and taught. For ancient catechumens (those receiving instruction in the 

ways of Jesus in view of baptism) it was an intense time of anointing, fasting, 

exorcisms, and instruction. Today Lent is still the season of hearing God’s call to 

continue the process of conversion, immersing ourselves ever deeper into the 

pattern of death and resurrection. 

Preparing for Lent 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 

There is something for everyone! 

March 

3/07 - Women’s Retreat at Lutherhill 

3/14 - Parent’s Night Out 

3/16 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

3/22 - HS to see Nadia Bolz-Weber 

3/28 - Faith Family Movie Night 

 

April 

4/04 - Parent’s Night Out 

4/20 - Easter Breakfast & Worship 

4/25 - Faith Family Talent Show 

4/26 - HS Pleasure Pier 

4/27 - Spring Season of Learning Launch Day 

 

May 

5/16 - Faith Family Pool Party 

5/17 - HS Wakeboarding 

5/18 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

5/30 - Parent’s Night Out 

 

June 

6/06 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/07 - Faith Camp Staff Training 

6/09-6/27 - Faith Camp 

6/13 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/15 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

6/21 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/27 - HS Pool Party 

6/28 - Parent’s Night Out 

 

July 

7/12-7/19 - HS Mission Trip 

7/27-8/01 - Summer Camp to Lutherhill 

“Faith Family” = anyone of any age with or  

              without a partner or kids is invited 

 

“HS” = High Schoolers and Families 

 

“MS” = Middle Schoolers and Families 

 

“ES” = Elementary Schoolers and Families 

 

“Young Families” = parents with infants, babies, 

        or toddlers 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  $15 for one 

child. $10 for each subsequent child.   

 $35 family household cap. Snacks are 

provided.  RSVP is required to ensure 

space. Call the church office 713-664-

3048 or register online at 

PNO@FaithBellaire.org 

Faith Camp Manager, Paul Hodde, and Assistant Camp Manager Gina 

Castillo are getting excited about the three weeks of Faith Camp coming 

up this summer!  

 

Don’t forget that the Early Bird Registration Deadline is March 31!!   

 

Also, staff applications are being accepted on our website 

FaithBellaire.org until April 1 as well, so don’t dilly-dally. You don’t want 

to miss out on the best part of your summer. 

 

PAPs (Positive Adults), watch for your opportunity in upcoming weeks to 

sign up to be a part of this WILD experience as well. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Jennifer Finley at the church office. 
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The next Prayer Workshop led by Pastor Kerry will be on 

Saturday, March 15 in the Conference Room.  This is 

open to anyone who would like to learn more about 

prayer and how to deepen their prayer lives in ways 

that will work for them.  It is free and could make a big 

difference in your life!  Everyone is welcome! 

Prayer Workshop  

Saturday, March 15 

9:00 AM– 12:00 PM  

Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber to Speak  

at Messiah Lutheran on March 22 
 

 

You may remember watching her speak during the 

National Youth Gathering in 2011. She is 

provoking, she is edgy, and she is full of faith. 

Pastor Nadia will be signing her book “Pastrix” and 

speaking about what it means to be marked with 

the cross of Christ forever. This will be a day set 

aside during Lent to wonder about the influence of 

the cross in our lives and our own call to bear that 

influence into the world.  

 

The event is $60 

per adult and 

$35 per 

student. There 

is a group rate 

of $48/$28 for 

more than 5 

Faith members 

attending. 

Register online 

at: 

waytolead.org/

resource/1202/. 

 

 



More Pictures from 

the Chinese New 

Year Celebration 
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Alicia Obando  Building Manager 
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Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 
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Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 

Here is a “did you know” question that most of us rarely think about on 

Sunday morning.  Did you know that every Sunday morning there are 

approximately 80 volunteer members that give of their time and talents to 

help make your worship experience beautiful?  This number does not include 

the paid staff at Faith Lutheran Church.  Certainly none of us would be there 

serving if they were not there doing their jobs seven days a week in 

shepherding and counseling their flock of sheep at Faith.  It also does not 

include the people on the Hospitality Board who prepare and serve breakfast 

each week, and those wonderful people who teach classes on Sunday 

mornings.  These fall under the leadership of other boards. 

 

The 8o people it takes to cover the areas of worship and hospitality are all 

members who volunteer to serve Faith with their time. These 80 people serve 

as Acolytes, Crucifer, Communion Assistants, Assisting Minister, Lector, 

Greeters, Altar Guild, the Visitor Center, Ushers, Faith Alive Band, Faith Choir, 

and technology volunteers.  We have some who serve at both worship 

services and some who serve at two spots in worship.  But any way you look at 

it, there are at least 80 members volunteering to serve as Worship Leaders 

each Sunday morning.  That is a lot of people!   

 

The Board of Worship wants you to know that we are always looking for new 

people to plug into these spots.  There are Worship Coordinators that will be 

happy to include you in their particular group.  The Coordinator of Ushers is 

Roxy Funchess and you can contact her at rgfunchess@gmail.com. The 

Coordinator for Communion Assistants and Lectors is Barbara McDowell and 

you can contact her at bjhmcd@aol.com. The Coordinator for Assisting 

Ministers is Karen Elsen and she can be reached at 

elsenkarenanddoug@yahoo.com.  For greeters at the front door and the 

visitor center greeter you need to contact the chairman of the Outreach 

Board.  For technology you need to contact Dr. Clayton Faulkner at 

claytonfaulkner@gmail.com. For Altar Guild contact Joann Welton at 

wjowelton@aol.com, and for acolyte/crucifer contact Myra Condit at 

mcondit1943@gmail.com.  Some of the people who currently serve have been 

serving as worship leaders for a long time and would love to see new faces 

giving their faces a much needed rest.  We are anxiously awaiting your call to 

serve.  There is no age requirement to become a worship leader.  We even will 

have a training video soon!  Contact us today!  

Did You Know? 
by Board of Worship, Jim Richman (Chair), Greg Funchess (Vice Chair)  
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—March 2014  

9:00 

 

March 2  March 9  March 16 March 23 March 30 

Acolytes 2 Joshua Boihem 

Daniel Farner 

Thomas Huwyler 

Sabrina Schlather 

Ella DeKunder 

Alyssa Sanders 

Thomas Spratlin 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Ryan Sanchez 

Helen Hecht 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Dave and Wendy 

Farner 

Jon and Nancy 

Holmes 

Cory Nelson 

Barbara McDowell 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Asst Minister 1 Eric Lerch Eric Lerch Myra Condit Myra Condit Karen Elsen 

Ushers 4 Mary Jane McBride 

Karen Ellison 

Paulson Family Jon and Nancy Holmes Parkan Family Dave and Wendy Farner 

Common Grounds Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Diana Rettig 

11:15 March 2 March 9 March 16 March 23 March 30 

Acolyte Anika Becker Marlaena Dobbins Nathan Michaud Andrew Strickland Annika Becker 

Crucifer Barbara McDowell Jasmine Gabriel Barbara McDowell Jaydon Oworu Lily Williams 

Lector Kendolyn Pope 

Denise Adams 

Carl Watson Mardi Mayerhoff Karen Elsen Bob Medlen 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Carl Watson 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Carl Watson 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Charles and Peggy  

Porter 

Charles and Peggy  

Porter 

Mel and Sharon Richter 

Asst Minister Carol Strawn Carol Strawn Sharon Richter Sharon Richter Sharon Koch 

Ushers 4 Scott Ramsey 

Troy Becker 

Sharon Koch 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Scott Ramsey 

Troy Becker 

Sharon Koch 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Scott Ramsey 

Troy Becker 

Sharon Koch 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Scott Ramsey 

Troy Becker 

Sharon Koch 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Scott Ramsey 

Troy Becker 

Sharon Koch 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Altar Guild 2 Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Diana Rettig 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

cfaulkner@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

 

 



March Calendar Events 

 

1 Saturday –  8:30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

2 Sunday — All Day Faith Day School & MDO Day / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship 

(Sanc) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC)  / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (208) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) /  

  

3 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) 

 

4 Tuesday – All Day Primary Election (FC) / 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (108) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 7:00 PM Parish 

Ed Board Meeting (209) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

5 Wednesday – ASH Wednesday -  11:45 AM  Mid week Worship Service (Sanc) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Painting 

Group (306) /  6:15 PM Dinner before Service (FC) / 7:00 PM  Evening Worship Service (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

6 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:45 PM  Executive 

Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Friday – 9:30 AM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

8 Saturday – 8:30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

9 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) /  

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

10 Monday — 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   

 

11 Tuesday — 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30  Women’s connections / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

   

12 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM  Mid week Worship Service (Sanc) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 

PM Painting Group (306) /  6:15 PM Dinner before Service (FC) / 7:00 PM  Evening Worship Service (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

13 Thursday — 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Friday — 9:30 AM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Saturday –  All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 8:30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 9:00 AM Prayer Workshop (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM 

Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

16 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) /  

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

17 Monday — 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

18 Tuesday — 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

19 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM  Mid week Worship Service (Sanc) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 

PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Dinner before Service (FC) / 7:00 PM  Evening Worship Service (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

20 Thursday — 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Friday — 9:30 AM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

22 Saturday —8 :30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 8:45 AM Food Pantry (Gethsemane) / 9:00 AM Altar Guild (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM 

Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

23 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) /  

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

24 Monday — 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

25 Tuesday -- 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

26 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM  Mid week Worship Service (Sanc) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 

PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Dinner before Service (FC) / 7:00 PM  Evening Worship Service (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Friday — 9:30 AM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) 7:00 PM Faith Family Outdoor Movie Night / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Saturday  — 8:30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

30 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) /  

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

31 Monday — 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)  
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