
March 2011 

 

Sunday  
Worship Schedule 

 8:30 am The Gathering 
9:45 am Sunday Study             

(all ages) 
11:00 am Traditional 

Our Journey Through Lent 
 

Lent is a time set aside for deepened reflection, growth in discipleship and 

preparing for Easter.  This year our Wednesday evening focus will be on 

prayer.  We’ll look not only at the spiritual practices of prayer, alone and 

with others, but we’ll see how such holy conversation is intimately tied to 

the common communication that deepens and strengthens our relation-

ships with spouses, family, friends and neighbors. 

 

Ash Wednesday, March 9 

11:45 am and 7:00 pm 

“To Pray Alone” 

 

Lent begins with a very traditional Ash Wednesday worship service that 

includes the Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion.   

 

Throughout the Lenten season we will be worshipping at both 11:45 am 

and 7:00 pm.  We will have a very simple worship order for the early ser-

vices and use Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00. 

 

March 16  “To Pray with Others” 

 

March 23  “Prayer Builds Up” 

 

March 30  “Prayer Cleans Up” 

 

April 6  “Prayer Catches Up” 

 

April 13  “Prayer Lifts Up” 
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Scattered Thoughts   

by Pastor Kerry Nelson 
 

It isn’t easy to be the church.  Never has been. 

 

A long time ago the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in the ancient city of Corinth.   

Reading Paul’s advice to them makes it clear that they had issues.  Here are just a few of 

the challenges that invited Paul’s attention: 

 

They suffered from “party building”, that is, their allegiances were split between the various leaders of the commu-

nity.  (1 Corinthians 1:10-17)  They were divided because of conflict over sexual immorality.  (I Corinthians 5:1-3)  They 

had personal infighting between members of the community that was disrupting the harmony of the whole.  

(1 Corinthians 6)  They couldn’t agree about how to handle issues that rose from the culture outside of the church.   

(1 Corinthians 8)  They were bringing the class divisions of their society into worship with them. (1 Corinthians 11)   

 

Paul could have been writing to any Christian congregation through the ages.  In fact, he was. 

 

It is simply impossible for human beings to check our brokenness and limitations at the door of the church.  It is inevi-

table, no matter how diligently we seek to follow Jesus, that we are sometimes going to look like the spaghetti junc-

tion of a Houston freeway when our paths cross in church.  So, knowing that going in, we need to hear what Paul 

shared with the Corinthians…for he was also writing to Faith Lutheran Church and every other Christian  congregation 

along the way. 

 

“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and 

that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.”  1 Corinthians 

1:10 

 

As I continue to learn my way around Faith, I have been doing a lot of listening and talking with people.  I’ve heard  

stories of the twists and turns along the way and I’ve heard, and I deeply sense, that we are now living in a fresh new 

wave of the Spirit.  Through these conversations I’m am joining you in listening for God to reveal language that cap-

tures our core purposes, the missional heart, of what we are distinctively and uniquely blessed by God to do. 

 

Why?  That we be “united in the same mind and the same purpose.”  For when we are united around God’s purposes 

we will reach our full capacity as the people of God in our particular little corner of the kingdom.  

 

I sense that we aren’t far from hearing that language.  It swirls around us, covers our campus, churns inside of us.  We 

will know it when we see it so we need to keep praying, “Open our eyes, Lord!” 

 

In so many ways, Faith Lutheran really came together this past year.  Those of you in the room that day when you 

voted to move forward with the remodeling, when you gathered in worship back in September to receive those first 

gifts to pay for it, when you gathered in November to vote for a new  pastor – you will long remember the feeling of 

solidarity, of energy, the “can do” spirit in the air.  That is what it feels like to be united in the same mind and the same 

purpose.  That is the Spirit that God will give us all along the way as we discover and then diligently pursue God’s pur-

poses in our life together. 

 

I’m profoundly grateful to be sharing this road with you.  May God’s love touch us deeply as it passes through us to 

bless the world. 
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Coming…...pretty soon...First Steps @ Faith 
 

Here’s what I know for sure:  Asking questions and listening is a wonderful way to learn 

things.  I threw my hook into the water to invite people into a new learning opportu-

nity on Monday evenings...and I’ve come to realize that isn’t the best time.  Instead, 

I’m going to take advantage of the Sunday learning hour and the newly remodeled  

Fellowship Hall.  That will be even better. 

 

“First Steps @ Faith” will be an adult look at the heart of the Christian faith, seeking to 

address the questions that people always ask.  I’m hoping that every Sunday will include a mix of people who are 

brand new, those who have been around a long time, and other people simply interested in learning.  As I re-think the 

time, I’m also going to re-think how many sessions, etc.  I’m going to experiment and change things along the way.  

            Pastor Kerry 

Prayer Corner:    Prayer Corner:    Prayer Corner:    Prayer Corner:                
                            Back to God's Purpose 

  

1 Peter 2:21  -  "For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in His steps." 

  

        Wait a minute.  Isn't Christianity supposed to be all about eliminating 

suffering?  Don't people become Christians because they want to avoid pain?  So why 

does Peter clearly state that we have been called to suffer in Christ's steps? 

  

        Peter makes this statement because it is true.  Peter's readers, just as some of us are, were perplexed as to 

why they were experiencing so much animosity.  Peter reminds them that just as Jesus, our Master, was rejected 

and scorned, so do we as His servants also experience the same.  The season of Lent, the forty days before Easter 

not counting Sundays, is an opportunity for us to get back to the essentials of what it means to be a disciple of 

Christ.  Yes, we disciples of Christ value celebration.  We are thankful for happy times.  We pray for good health, 

pleasant weather, employment, and wars to cease.  But the core of our purpose here on earth after being 

baptized into eternal life is to be witnesses for Jesus in a hostile world.  Both the cross of Jesus and His 

resurrection give us the determination and the joy, through the Holy Spirit, to follow in Christ's footsteps.  (Ash 

Wednesday is March 9th) 

  

Pray:   Lord, please remind me that Your assignment on earth for me is not to live a pain-free life but to serve You 

joyfully in adverse conditions for Jesus' sake.  Amen.      
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Henry Melchior Mühlenberg Exhibition at Christ the King 

 
FEBRUARY 27—MARCH 21 2011 

 

Church historian Timothy Wengert of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at  

Philadelphia will introduce a new exhibit coming to Houston on Sunday, February 

27, at 4:00 p.m. in the narthex of Christ the King Lutheran Church, 2353 Rice Boule-

vard in the Village. 
 

The exhibit celebrates the importance of Henry Melchior Mühlenberg (1711-1787), 

clergyman and patriarch of Lutherans in North America. Mühlenberg played a major role in not only the 

religious life but also the political life of colonial America, the Revolutionary War and the founding of the 

federal republic. Mühlenberg is widely recognized as the most influential German-American cultural figure 

in 18th century America. He recorded his daily activities in  

precise detail in journals and correspondence to friends in the colonies and Europe. 
 

Following the presentation, refreshments will be served in the courtyard. The closest contemporary of 

Mühlenberg will be the “Samuel Adams” served in honor of our Lutheran patriot. 
 

Dr. Wengert is the "Ministerium of Pennsylvania Professor" at our ELCA seminary in Philadelphia. The  

traveling exhibit will be at Christ the King Church February 27 through March 21. The exhibit marks the  

tercentenary of Mühlenberg's birth in 1711. 

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU    
 

Greetings in the name of Christ, 
 

I wanted to take this last opportunity to thank all of you for our ministry together!  The four years I spent 

here have meant so much to me and the skills that I learned and the ones sharpened will be useful for me 

the rest of my career.  As I reflect on my ministry with you, I think of the image of clay in the book of 

Jeremiah, which God used to illustrate how we can be molded to His needs.  I feel I was in that  clump of 

clay that God molded and shaped each and every day that I was your associate pastor.  As a result, I am a 

better pastor, a better person and a have a greater understanding of the plans our Lord has for us and our 

Church.   
 

I am very confident and excited about the future of Faith Lutheran Church with Pastor Kerry Nelson as 

your senior pastor.  I have respected and admired his leadership skills and intelligence from a distance.  I 

know with complete faith that this church will become the center of discipleship and mission for Houston 

and the synod.   
 

May God continue to bless this congregation and all of her ministry, 

Pastor Tom 
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    ** WELCA NEWS** WELCA NEWS ** WELCA NEWS **      

Women’s ConnectionWomen’s ConnectionWomen’s ConnectionWomen’s Connection    
 

Women’s Connection next monthly meeting will be Tuesday, March 1, 2011 at 

9:30AM at the church. Last month we were not able to help Day School personnel 

get ready to move so we are hopeful the move is getting closer and that we will be 

able to help them this month. We will also plan our menu for the Lenten lunch in 

April and complete the silent auction gift card basket we are making for the CCSC 

Azalea Dinner. 

 

Women’s Connection is a group of about a dozen women from the church, ranging in age, talent and interests 

who come together once a month to perform a church service project.  Afterwards they go to lunch together in 

the Bellaire area. They always welcome new members! It’s a fun and rewarding way to serve the church, get to 

know other women in the church and try out some great restaurants! 

Some What’s and Why’s About Worship 
 

“Liturgy” is an important but often misunderstood term when it comes to Sunday morning worship.  In its common usage, 

people think that “liturgy” means a certain order or way of doing worship.  They think a “liturgical” worship service means 

formal, structured and traditional while a “non-liturgical” worship service means informal, non-structured and contempo-

rary.  Unfortunately, that is not really what “liturgy” means. 

 

Many of us were taught along the way that “liturgy” is simply the English translation of a Greek combination – “leitourgia”, 

from λαός  (laos) "the people" and the root ἔργο (ergo), "do" – put them together and “liturgy” means “what the people 

do.”  While close, even that definition falls a bit short of the meaning of the word when Christians first began using it.   

 

In ancient Greece (much closer to the culture of the early church), “leitourgia” was a complex public system where wealthy 

people gave money to finance all sorts of civic functions, from public festivals to the work of the government to the cost of 

wars.  In return, such patrons were honored and held in high esteem for the public good enabled by their generosity. 

 

Out of this memory, Christians adopted the word “liturgy” to describe their public gatherings for worship.  Do you see how 

“liturgy” could then take on several meanings?  It could mean that Christians gathered under the patronage of God, to re-

ceive the good gifts of God’s love poured out upon them in their worship.  It could mean that worship would be the place 

where the people gathered to be blessed with God’s love so that they in turn could bless the world, not simply with prayers 

but with real bread, real clothing, real assistance to help others make their way through life.  Liturgy means then both the 

work of God AND the work of God’s people, in church, for the sake of the world into which the church is sent. 

 

So it is that here at Faith, we worship God in a variety of ways but are united in our core practices and purposes.  Our 

“liturgy” is our gathering together, under the patronage of God and for the sake of the world.   

 

Both of our worship styles are liturgical because both we and God are active in each.  Both of our services are traditional 

because they are deeply rooted in the ancient gifts of water, bread, wine and Word.  Both are contemporary because they 

are happening now, today, among real people for the sake of a real world.  Always, for the sake of God’s mission in the 

world. 
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To Our Dear Friends at  

Faith Lutheran Church: 

 

As the New Year of 2011 

dawned, we thought back once 

again to our Faith  

Lutheran family and the  

support and love they shared 

with us over the fifteen months 

we lived in Bellaire.  

 

We rejoice and thank you once 

again for reaching out to Mark 

an us throughout our journey. 

We know we could not have 

done it without our God and 

your help. 

 

Love and Peace, 

Al & Nancy Anderson 

    

Worship Leader Training Event 

  Saturday, March 19, 2011 @ 11:00 a.m.  

  
Some of the adjustments we have recently made in worship mean that we now need more 

people, doing slightly different things, every Sunday morning.  So that we are all on the 

same page, and to open the doors few new people to step forward, anyone and everyone currently serving or  

interested in serving as a worship leader at Faith is invited to a special training session on Saturday, March 19th, at 

11:00 am. 

 

This invitation is for anyone interested in serving as acolytes, crucifers, lectors, communion assistants or assisting minis-

ters.  Acolytes and crucifers need to be in 3rd grade or older.  Lectors and communion assistants need to be in 5th grade 

or older.  Assisting ministers need to be confirmed. 

 

We will gather in the sanctuary at 11:00 am for some opening comments and then will divide into groups for the actual 

training.  Pastor Nelson will train the lectors, communion assistants and assisting ministers.  Myra Condit will train the 

acolytes and crucifers.  We’ll all come back together for pizza when the training session ends.  We’ll be done by 1:00. 

"From Me to We" Thrivent Workshop for the Newly Married - 

March 19th @ 9:15am 

This is a FREE 50-minute educational workshop that takes a steward-

ship approach to helping you prepare for you financial future.  Learn 

how to take steps to: 

Identify your values and attitudes about money. 

Set goals and use a budget to help you reach them. 

Manage your money together. 

  

Seating is limited so reserve your place by contacting 

Kurt.Goedecke@Thrivent.com by March 8th.  Event will be held at 

Christ the King, Houston. 

   

"From We to Three" Thrivent Workshop for New Parents - March 

19th @ 11am 

This is a FREE 90-minute interactive, values-based workshop for new 

and soon-to-be parents.  You'll learn: 

How to make ends meet when you have or adopt a child. 

Understand the importance of pretecting your family. 

How to get your child started on the right foot financially. 

  

Seating is limited so reserve your place by contacting 

Kurt.Goedecke@Thrivent.com by March 8th.  Event will be held at 

Christ the King, Houston. 

  

Presented by:  Kurt Goedecke, Financial Consultant and Phoebe 

Knapp, Financial Representative for Thrivent Financial  
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It’s time to Pump 

Iron! 
  

 

 

 

The next blood drive is scheduled for April 3, 2011. Twenty-

five percent of all potential blood donors in the Gulf Coast 

Region are temporarily deferred because they have a low iron 

count. To help make our next blood drive the most successful 

yet the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Bank has provided the fol-

lowing list of good dietary sources of iron: 

 

Breads: Enriched breads,  Iron-fortified cereal,    Whole-grain 

breads 

Fish/Seafood:  Clams,  Oysters, Sardines, Scallops,  Shrimp,  

Tuna 

Fruits: Dates,  Dried apricots, Dried peaches, Dried prunes, 

Raisins 

Meats/Poultry: Chicken,  Eggs, Ham , Liver, Liver sausage, 

Meat (lean pork and lean beef) , Turkey, Veal 

Vegetables: Beets, Dried beans, Dried peas, Leafy greens, 

Spinach 

Other: Wheat germ, Blackstrap molasses 

 

You should normally eat a balanced diet that includes iron 

rich foods. But at a minimum, please adjust your diet for at 

least one week prior to donating blood to minimize the risk of 

being deferred.   

 

Sign-up for the blood drive will begin the first of March. If you 

are in good health, at least 17 years old and weigh 110 

pounds or more (or 16 years old, weigh at least 121 pounds 

and have permission of your parents!) you should qualify to 

donate blood!    

New Congregational Directory 

 

How many of us have said these words, “I’m 

good with faces but not so much with names.”  

Probably most of us.  It is just how we’re 

wired.  That is why it is a great thing for a con-

gregation to create and regularly update a 

pictorial directory.  We haven’t had a new 

congregational pictorial directory since 2004 

but that is about to change. 

 

We have contracted with Olan Mills to partner 

with us in creating, not only a printed direc-

tory but also a new online directory that will 

be password protected and easy to update. 

 

We have set aside March 23-26 and April 7-9 

for our photography sessions.  You will sign up 

for a time slot either after worship on the Sun-

days between now and then or by going 

online to schedule your session.  You may also 

sign up on line through the following link: 

https://signup.olanmills.com/familyinfo.aspx?

chcontract=60335.  

Questions?..call Karen Ellison 713-667-1860 

 

Every person/family participating will receive 

a free 8x10 portrait and a printed pictorial 

directory.  This year we are also inviting the 

families of our Day School and Mother’s Day 

Out children to participate.  Don’t be left out, 

sign up and say “cheese”! 

 

Azalea Dinner 
 
It’s about that time for the Azalea Dinner and Auction! Held Thursday, March 24th, at the Westin Galleria Hotel, tick-

ets are: $85 per person and $160 per couple.  

We are in need of items to auction and are asking for your help. Items need to be turned in by March 10th. Items may 

include: concert/sporting event tickets, golfing equipment, time share or other vacation passes, and gift baskets 

(alcohol free please).  

 

Please call Jane or Janis Frnka: 832-794-6308 for details or pickups. You can also contact Lisa: 713-660-7660. Dona-

tions may also be left in the narthex, marked “azalea”. 
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Find a faith that works… 

start with study! 
 
 

 

 

Visitors are always welcome in any of our study or discussion groups.  No experience or preparation is necessary.  

Come with questions and find a faith that works for your life!   

 

Adult Studies 

Acts:  Seeing God’s Power in Action – Study the Book of Acts 

Main Building – Library 

 

Basic:  Follow Jesus – What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus?   

Faith Center Community Room – begins January 9 

 

Book of Faith:  Gospel of Mark – Questions for Jesus from the Gospel of Mark  

Main Building – Second Floor Classroom 

 

Faithful Seekers of the Word – Study the text for today’s readings. 

Main Building – Conference Room 

 

Faith Lens –High school class discusses faith in daily life. 

Faith Center – second floor loft 

 

 

Children’s Studies – Beatitudes or Seasons of the Church Year 

Toddler - 3 year olds 

Faith Center classrooms 

 

Kindergarten and Pre-K 

Faith Center classrooms  

 

Grades 1-3  

Main Building – Second Floor Classroom 

 

Grades 4-6 

Main Building – Second Floor Classroom 

 

Confirmation 

Main Building – Room 203 

 

 

 

Interested in learning more about joining Faith? 

Visitors are encouraged to talk with Pastor Kerry about their faith journey 
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    News from the Day SchoolNews from the Day SchoolNews from the Day SchoolNews from the Day School    

By Debbie Helweg 

  As always, February, our shortest month, was one of the busiest months of our 

school year.  We celebrated Ground Hog Day, Valentine’s Day, Asian Spring Festival, and 

Go Texan Day, along with completing in-house registration.  This was all in addition to work-

ing diligently to get moved back into the renovated school building.  We have been moving, 

sorting, cleaning, purging, and organizing. 

 

 We have moved our tentative Open House date to Thursday, March 10.  If you are not able to tour the school 

area after the Congregational Meeting on February 27
th

, you are welcomed to join us for this Community Open House.   

 

On a more fun note, Valentine’s Day was celebrated by exchanging cards between friends and bringing treats 

to enjoy at our morning snack time.  We had a LOVELY time!  Have you hugged someone today or told someone how 

much you love them? 

 

 On February 9
th

, we celebrated Asian Spring Festival.  Ms. Julie’s class performed their rendition of the Lion 

Dance for us; sang Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star and Little Sister walks in the Garden, and the New Year’s Song in Chinese.  

We enjoyed a feast of egg rolls, fried rice, oranges, and fortune cookies.   

 

 On Friday, the 25
th

, we gathered our little cowpokes and moved on down to the 610 feeder street to watch a 

trail ride as they moseyed toward Memorial Park.  We sang some of our Rodeo songs, (God Blessed Texas being one of 

the children’s favorites), as we waited for the horses and wagons. 

 

Open Registration began on February 21
st

.  If you know of anyone who is interested in our program, have them 

contact us immediately to reserve their spot!! 

 

 Thank You! to the members of the Day School Board, both new and returning who support the school so self-

lessly.  Returning members include Jeff Addicks, serving as President, Lorah Gough – serving as Treasurer, and Mere-

dith Briscoe. We also welcome new member, Pat Adams, serving as Recording Secretary, and members returning after 

previous service on the board, Elaine Gabriel, and Becky Grove.  New members are pending approval from council.   

 

Don’t forget to look for Boxtops 4 Education on all your product packaging and place them in one of the boxes, ei-

ther in the Narthex or in Faith Center.  We receive 10 cents per box top and it adds up quickly.  You can also go 

online at boxtops4education.com, click earn, click shop marketplace, click see all stores, find your favorite store, see 

what % they donate, order on line through this website, and we will receive $$$.  You can also print coupons for 

your favorite participating products! 
  

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 

and those in whose spirit there is no deceit.”  

 Psalms 32:1-2 

Rebecca Ruth Circle – March 3, 2011 at 10 AM in the Conference Room 

 Pastor Nelson will lead the ladies in a study of Revelation exploring the biblical, emotional 

and sociological power and purpose of this famous letter.  Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet, 

March 3, 2001 at 10:00 a.m., in the Conference Room.  

 

Everyone is welcome! Bring a lunch and stay for the wonderful desserts and fellowship. For 

any questions or further information, please contact Patti Hickerson at: 713-668-3628 
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With the addition of new technol-

ogy in the Sanctuary, The Gather-

ing service is in  

immediate need of people to per-

form a simple but very important 

task:  running PowerPoint during 

the service.  No prior experience 

with PowerPoint is necessary; if 

you can push a mouse button, you 

can do this!  It truly is easy to do, 

but it must be done with excel-

lence if the service is to run 

smoothly.   

 

Please faithfully consider whether 

you can serve in this capac-

ity.   Contact Pastor Kerry, Don 

Hodde, or Kathy Patrick if you’re  

interested. 

FAITH HOUSE  Don’t have time to volunteer?? 
 
Here are just a few creative ways you can make a difference! 

 

> Books for the Library!  Whether it’s passing the time at Faith House, in a hospital bed or in a waiting room, 

all can be excruciating!  Getting lost in a good book can help ease the stress and pass the time.  If your passion 

is reading, help us update the Faith House library with your donation! 

> Magazine Gift Subscription!  Another great way to help pass the time is with magazines.  Flipping through a current maga-

zine could be just the distraction a guest may need! 

> Sponsor a Meal!  Would your family be interested in preparing a home-cooked meal and sharing fellowship with our 

guests?  Perhaps your ministry or bible study group would be interested?  They’re called “Sunday Suppers”…but you can 

pick any night of the week! 

> Love to Bake?  Then consider helping out with the “Snack Patrol”!  Your baked goodies can bring that home-away-from-

home comfort to our guests! 

> Puzzles!!  Donate a new or gently used jigsaw puzzle (as long as all the pieces are there!!) – it is a great way to pass the 

time at Faith House AND it’s something everyone can get involved in! 

 

Feeling inspired??  If you’d like to make one of the above donations or for more information on Faith House, please con-

tact Steph Pribilske at stevie8815.netscape.com or call 713-271-6698. 

Thank you for your continued support of Faith House!! 



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Blvd. & Avenue B 
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www.faithchurchfamily.org (Website) 
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