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Sunday Mornings 

 9:00 AM - The Gathering 

10:15 AM - Learning Groups 

11:15 AM - Heritage 

Mother’s Day—May 13, 2012 

Affirmation of Baptism / Confirmation Sunday 

We will celebrate the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism with the following teens 

and their families on Sunday, May 6 at both 9:00 AM & 11:15 AM services. 
 

Mia Copeland, Meredith Milholland, Jonathan Miertschin, Tyler Grimsby, 

Michael Farner, Andrew Hollenberg, and Emma Keller 
 

Formation of Faith presentations will be at 10:15 AM in the sanctuary.  

This Mother’s Day, do more than give flowers! 

Faith will join thousands of congregations across the county in Pin-A-Sister Sunday, a 

breast cancer awareness campaign, by hosting a pink ribbon pinning ceremony during our 

Mother’s Day services. We will celebrate health, recognize breast cancer survivors, and 

encourage women to get their annual mammography screening. 
 

“He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; 

go in peace, and be healed from your disease.’” Mark 5:34  



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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"So how did you see God at work in your life last week?" 

 
46

“Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 
47

praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by 

day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved."  Acts 2:46-47 (RSV) 

 

Last September we began our new confirmation ministry.  Overnight we transformed the program from 

what it had been to something very different.   

 

Jennifer and I talked about our goal—to help middle school kids grow in their understanding of what it 

means to be baptized children of God—and our principle understandings—that parents are the priests of 

their homes, that parents bear the primary responsibility for inculcating and incubating faith in the lives 

of their children, that the Christian faith is a team sport.  We put those together and invited our middle 

school families into the faith building-journey that is confirmation.  "So what does that mean?" 

 

It meant that, overnight, the confirmation program expanded to three years of learning to correspond 

with the three years of middle school.  We expected at least one or two parents to be present with their 

children for the 90 minutes we would spend together each week we would have class.  Jennifer and I 

would share the teaching but all of us, including the parents and their young people, would ALL be 

students, all gathered to learn from God and from one another.   

 

Yes, we would hear from the Small Catechism and the Bible but we would also be hearing from one 

another in personal and often very deep ways.  After spending time in a large group, we broke into 

smaller groups.  We had adults who functioned as mentors to guide the young people in their small 

groups and we had a separate small group for the other parents.  Sometimes we separated the parents 

into a men's group and a women’s group.  In those groups we reviewed the lesson for the day, we went 

deeper into the Word, and we usually began our time with the question, passed around the circle, "So 

how did you see God at work in your life in the past week?"  We talked and, later, we prayed together. 

 

Know this:  there is often NO OTHER SAFE PLACE IN OUR LIVES other than church (hopefully) and home 

(hopefully) where we are free to ask the God questions and freely speak out of our own personal 

experiences.  That we create such safe spaces in our life together as the people of God is absolutely 

essential.  It is the sort of thing that the earliest church did from the very first.  It was what Jesus had in 

mind when he promised that "where two or three gather in my name, there I am in the midst of them." 

 

I know and I'll bet it worked the same in your lives—of all the conversations that are generated by that 

question in our small groups, even though I am a seminary graduate and an ordained pastor, and even 

though Jennifer has now walked through ten years of confirmation instruction—at the end of the day, as 

our 8th graders grow up and later talk about their faith story with others, I am 99% certain that they 

won't remember much of what Jennifer and I taught or said.  At best, they will remember that we clearly 

cared about them and that we established a good environment for their confirmation years. But what will 

really, really make a difference in their lives is what they heard from their parents, from their adult group 

mentors, and what they picked up from one another. 

 

Frankly, I think that is as it should be.  After all, Jennifer and I are paid to be there.  Everyone else is a 

volunteer and they are there because they want to be there, or at least their "want to do something else" 

isn't stronger than their willingness to be open to the experience of confirmation. 

 

Guess what else I know?  God's presence, mediated through God's people, doesn't end in 8th grade.  Nor 

does our need for safe places to grapple with God questions.  Creating such space is at the heart of all 

that we are doing as we follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love.  

Next Steps In 

Ministry 
 

Easter at Faith this 

year was wonderful.  

We counted 558 

people in worship, 

up from 462 last 

year.  The spirit and 

atmosphere was 

great.  The Faith 

Center was a vibrant 

place to be. 

 

Here is what else we 

noticed.  We sent 

20,000 post cards 

inviting people to 

worship and the egg 

hunt at Faith.  

Among those who 

answered that 

invitation were ten 

Chinese families. 

 

We already know 

that about a third of 

the kids in our Day 

School speak 

Mandarin at home. 

 

And we know that 

Gordon Elementary 

School is becoming a 

Chinese Mandarin  

magnet school in the 

fall. 

 

As the Next Steps in 

Ministry team meets 

to plan for future 

ministry, and the 

calling of an 

associate pastor, 

they will be noticing 

such things.  Where 

and what  is God 

calling us to go and 

do? 



 

“And you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which 

you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go 

to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name.” (Deuteronomy 26:1-2) 

 

We’ve now made it halfway through the six characteristics of a biblical giver.  So far we have learned 

about the importance of being regular, intentional, and generous.  This month we will focus on the fourth 

characteristic: being first. 

 

Giving first - or “first-fruits giving”-- means giving to God first and living off of the rest for the day-to-day 

needs and wants.  The opposite of giving first is to take care of the needs and wants of life first and give 

God the leftovers.   

 

In our modern world we are inundated with ‘me first’ messages and advertising extolling the virtues of 

putting yourself and your wants and needs ahead of others. You only need to turn on a television or pick 

up a magazine to see messages that we would be so much happier if we purchased this product or used 

this gadget.  The messaging is very slick and effective, and if you don’t give to God first, you run the risk of 

short-changing God every single time.  The money will go out the door in pursuit of this dream or that 

new amazing product, and God will get only what is left. 

 

Giving first for me means that when our family receives our paychecks, the first payment we make (via 

EFT) is to the church.  This is before we pay our mortgage, buy groceries, pay credit card bills, etc.  For us 

this has been one of the hardest and easiest changes to make.  The change was hard in that it forced us 

to truly focus on the fact that it all belongs to God, and to trust that God will continue to provide for us.  

After that revelation, I can honestly say that it has been the easiest change.  I continue to be surprised at 

what ‘needs’ and wants I view with a different perspective after I have paid the church first each month.   

 

 
9
Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; 

10
then your barns will 

be filled with plenty and your vats will be bursting with wine. (Proverbs 3:9-10) 

and luncheon. Finally to Lenora, thank you for a 

wonderful luncheon to honor the homebound 

members of Faith. 

 

For more information on this wonderful opportunity 

for midweek fellowship and Bible study, contact Patti 

Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

 

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on May 3, at 

10:00 AM. Please bring a lunch and listen to an 

hour of study with Pastor Kerry, with desserts to 

follow. 

 

Also a big thank you to all members of Faith who 

helped with transportation for the homebound 

members to the March 28, 2012 Lenten service 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

By Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 
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Women’s Connection 

The Women’s Connection will meet May 1, at 9:30 AM. They will meet at the church office. If you are 

interested in joining the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com 

or 281-630-8088. 
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We will be affirming the baptisms of our 

confirmands on Sunday, May 6 at both services. As 

you can imagine, this day is always a highlight for 

someone in professional Youth Ministry.  I realize as 

I’m writing this, that this will be my 10th 

confirmation class (the other six years I was a Bible 

Camp Director).  It’s a blessing and an honor to be 

invited into the private lives of families via 

weddings, death beds, crises, baptisms, and 

celebrations - and the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism 

is a great celebration to me. 

 

I can still name 90% of the kids that were in my 

confirmation class in 1983.  It was a milestone we all 

achieved together.  We went to camp together, 

weekly classes together, talked about things that no 

one and nowhere else was being talked 

about...faith, God, and what that meant to me. 

 

I loved it. Not necessarily the learning and 

memorizing part - but definitely the relational part. 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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This year, we have decided to share this celebration 

with both services.  We felt this was important 

because we are one church with two services and 

not two churches with one service.  We want our 

entire church family to know these kids and 

celebrate their faith journey along with them. 

 

During the Learning Group Hour, each of our 

confirmands will be reading their “Formation of 

Faith” papers in the sanctuary.  You are welcome to 

come and listen to the ways God has worked in, 

with, and under their lives. 

 

My hope and prayer is that this event and this 

celebration lend itself for each of us to ask 

ourselves, “Are we where we want to be in our 

relationship with Jesus?”  

 

Blessings on your head! 
 

Take “Stock” in Our High Schoolers 
 

Beginning Sunday, May 13, our high schoolers 

attending the Youth Gathering in New Orleans 

this summer will be selling “Stock Certificates.” 

 

For $25 per share, you will be given a certificate,  

a badge to show your generosity and support of 

our youth ministry, AND a seat to our  

 

Stockholder’s Dinner 

Sunday, September 9, 2012 
 

At the Stockholder’s Dinner, participants will tell 

about their experiences from the Gathering and 

show a presentation.  The event is for  

Stockholders only. 

 

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support. 

Faith Lutheran Church Goes to the Ballpark! 
 

����   Everyone is welcome 

����   Saturday, June 23, 3:05 PM Game 

����   Concert by the Christian band, Third Day, following the game 

����   Tickets are $17 each.  Seats are limited. 

����   Contact Jennifer Finley at the church office for info or tickets ASAP 



How do you experience God in worship? 

 

Is it a feeling? Is it an attitude? Is it a thought? Does it bring joy? Does it feel mysterious? Does it make 

your fingertips tingle? 

 

Which part of Sunday worship is most meaningful to you? 

 

Is it the songs and hymns we sing together with one voice? Is it the water that cleanses us and renews us 

as new creatures in Christ? Is it the reading of God’s story and the proclamation of the good news in 

Jesus? Is it the common meal we share in broken bread and poured wine? Is it the blessing and sending 

that propels us to be God’s people for the good of the world? Where do you experience God the most in 

worship? 

 

The important thing is not how you experience God in worship – but that you experience God in 

worship. If you come to church week after week and never experience the person of God, never enter 

the fellowship of the Trinity, you’ve missed the point and we as a church have failed in our task. 

 

Also valuable to remember is that how you experience God is not the same as how other people 

experience God in worship. God creates us as individuals and wires each of us in unique ways. Just 

because one person experiences God in a different way than us does not make it better or worse than 

the way we experience God. What becomes crucial is how we act and respond to those who draw near 

to God using “worship languages” that are different than our own. The words of Philippians 2:3-4 should 

guide the hearts of everyone in our assembly on Sunday: “In humility consider others better than 

yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.” We worship God 

as one body, in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Worship is designed to create space for the Holy Spirit to move 

and show up in fresh and unexpected ways. Worship is not a 

one - way conversation. We are not the only ones speaking 

during worship. Worship is space for the Spirit to provoke, 

whisper, and prod us into Christ-likeness. The work of our 

worship is to be attentive in both heart and mind and then 

follow in obedience. 

Experiencing God in Worship 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Faith Camp 2012 Registration is NOW Open ONLINE!! 
Faith Camp is a Day Camp Ministry with over 20 years of history in our community, that is 

uniquely youth - led and adult - supported. Join us for Fun, Faith and a FIESTA this summer! 
 

♦ Go to www.FaithBellaire.org to use our new online registration process 

♦ Campers = Children entering Kindergarten through those who have completed 5th grade 



Read Genesis 11:1-9 

  

                                RIDICULOUS? 

  

The story never fails to make me smile.  Human 

beings, not willing to obey God's command and 

spread out over the earth, decide to stay together 

and make a name for themselves.  They plan to 

build a tower so high it will reach the 

heavens.  Ridiculous! 

  

What's odd is that God takes it so seriously.  "This 

is only the beginning...Nothing that they propose 

to do will now be impossible for them.  Come, let 

us go down and there confuse their 

language"  (Genesis 11:6-7).  Why doesn't God just 

sit in heaven and laugh at them?  

 

Why? Because God takes human sin 

seriously. "For out of the heart come evil 

thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, 

theft, false witness, slander.  These are what 

defile a person" (Matthew 15:19-20).  The tower 

wasn't the issue. The sin of pride and 

disobedience was. That leads to eternal 

death. God takes our sin seriously enough to 

condemn it in His own body through crucifixion--

all so that we can be saved from it. 

  

God doesn't want us climbing a foolish man-made 

tower in the hope of getting to heaven.  Instead, 

He makes us citizens of His kingdom freely, 

through Jesus, our risen Lord. 

 

"For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Romans 6:23; May 27, The Day of Pentecost… 

 

Pray:  Lord Jesus, thank You that I matter so much 

to You. Bring many more people around the world 

to faith in You.  Amen.  

Prayer Corner 

Yes, Lord, But. . .  
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Congratulations Tonia Kay 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Our Teacher of the Month sat down and answered a few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her: 

 

Name: Tonia Kay 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have been teaching three-year-olds for 4 years and 10 

months at Faith Lutheran Day School and for 11 years and 10 months total. 

 

What are your hobbies?  I love singing, cooking and making needlecrafts such as earrings. 

 

Where are you from? I’m a native Houstonian. My family originates from Natchitoches, Louisiana. 

 

Tell us about your family life: I have 4 children, 3 daughters and 1 son. I have 7 beautiful grandchildren, 

1 granddaughter and 6 grandsons all living in Houston, Texas. 

 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you?  I like to plan parties and showers. I 

like hosting birthday, anniversary, and graduation parties. I like making up games for baby showers,  

bridal showers, and decorating and cooking as well. I also collect teddy bears. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  My inspiration for being a teacher is watching the children grow,   

learn, and being a part of setting the foundation that will follow them through life on the path to being 

successful. The imagination and creativity of the children is an inspiration. I learn something from 

children every day. My love for children inspires me to be a teacher. 



News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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A Special Thanks 

We hope that if you were able to attend one of the 11:45 AM services for Lent that you enjoyed our 

little ones singing their praises to God.  Each year they look forward to singing at both the Lenten and 

Advent daytime services.  It is a special time for them to share their love of Jesus with others. 

 

Again this year, Miss Sonia’s three-year-old class wiggled their way into our hearts with their rendition 

of the Hukilau during the Hawaiian Festival.  We ate Hawaiian meatballs with rice, sweet peas and 

pineapple for dessert.  Our morning snack was a “kid friendly” poi (vanilla yogurt, Cool Whip and 

pineapple), which the children ate with two fingers, “native style”. 

 

Check out our flower gardens on the playground.  The children each brought a bedding plant from 

home and planted it in their classroom planter box.  Good job kids!! 

 

We had a great time riding around in circles at our annual bike-a-thon to raise funds for furniture and 

playground equipment.  The children always love this event.  After we ride for a while, the children get 

a special treat of sno-cones!  We thank all of you who have donated to this cause.  If you forgot to 

donate – don’t distress!  We will accept donations at anytime in honor of your favorite child OR adult or 

in memory of someone. You can drop a check in the offering plate with “bike-a-thon” in the memo. We 

will publish all the honorees in next month’s Mountain Mover, along with our grand total.   

 

Our units of study this month will include May Day, Flowers, Mother’s Day, Zoo Animals, and Mexico.   

 

We are completely full for summer with only a few spots left for the fall in Pre-K and Kindergarten.  If 

you know anyone who is looking for a loving, comprehensive educational foundation for their child, 

have them contact the Day School office at 713-664-3233. 

 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, 

and when he is old he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 

Dear Faith Lutheran Church, 

Thanks to each one who prayed, sent cards, and made phone calls when I was in the hospital with 

pneumonia. Also thanks to Pastor Kerry for the hospital visit. I really appreciate everyone’s love. 

       God Bless you all! 

       Lucky Hardy 

The mission of Faith Lutheran 

Church is to follow Jesus  

in blessing the world with  

faith, hope, and love. 
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Launch Day for our Spring 2012 Season of Learning  
We rolled up our sleeves and got our hands dirty together around the Faith campus.   

But it can’t stop there.  There is so much to do in the world and we are called to get our 

hands dirty doing God’s work.  There are people to love, help, comfort, give hope to, and 

learn from...please don’t stop getting your hands dirty in the name of Jesus! 

Trees Planted 

Blessing Stones 

Homeless Lunches 

Picnic Tables 

Partners with Cornerstone 

Flower Planting 
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This year’s Peru Immersion Trip is just around the corner!  A group from several churches in the 

Houston area, including some members from Faith, will once again head to Peru this June to worship 

together and further build  the relationships formed over the past few years. 

 

In every monthly Mountain Mover in 2012, the Faith Peru team has provided an update to help 

everyone in the congregation grow a little closer to this ministry. To gain an understanding of the 

people, the culture, and the work of the Lutheran church in Peru. 

 

One of the key themes throughout all the articles has 

been the impact the children have had on all of us that 

have traveled to visit our sister synod churches in Lima.  

Many of these children live in very poor areas, and in 

many cases do not have access to things we take for 

granted here in Houston.  But despite their situations, 

they always seem happy and have a smile to share with 

you! 

 

A ministry called Sembrando was formed with specific 

intent to help provide resources for these children and 

their families, to support educational, hygienic, clothing 

and dietary needs. Financial as well as other donations made by churches here in the Gulf Coast Synod 

are funneled through Sembrando and an oversight committee monitors the program for quality and 

accountability.  But as you know, there is always more need than there is budget or donations. 

 

So we came up with a way that you can help!  Our plan here at Faith is to put together about 200 “Back 

to School” kits for these children. These kits will include 

a set of basic school supplies needed to help children to 

be successful in school, similar to the “Back to School” 

program we host each August here at Faith for CCSC. We 

will purchase all the supplies, and have our junior high 

kids assemble the kits as part of their Learning Group 

time.  Some members that have gone to Peru before will 

come in to talk to our youth about their experiences in 

Peru, and help them understand how important what 

they are doing is for these kids in a faraway place. We 

will bring these kits with us as we travel to Peru in June!   

 

Yes, it takes extra effort to pack those kits along with our 

personal luggage but it’s worth it!  In this way, we ensure the supplies get directly to the kids and will 

be put to good use. 

 

How can you help?  First of all, we will need donations to 

help purchase the supplies and to cover the extra luggage 

fees charged by the airlines.  You may want to write 

personal cards to staff and families in our sister 

congregation, Vida Nueva, to help them connect with our 

congregation at Faith. But most of all, we ask for your 

prayers as we travel to Peru in June, and that our work 

with our sister church, Vida Nueva, and others in ILEP will 

bear fruit.  

 

In May we will provide more information for how you 

can participate.  Stay tuned! 

Peru Immersion Trip – June 14-19, 2012   
By Don Hodde 
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Making Room 

Welcome back to the Outreach Message 

Series. This month’s message will focus on 

what it means to ‘make room’ as a critical piece 

of practicing hospitality. As previously 

mentioned, Christian hospitality is a process 

and an attitude. For Jesus and those who 

follow him, hospitality is a transforming way of 

life that opens our hearts to not only see Jesus 

in the other, but propels us to make room, 

make ready and be available for those in need. 

 

What is meant by ‘making room’- scooting over 

in the church pew to make room for someone 

else to sit? Or, perhaps moving out of a pew 

more accessible to an elderly in a wheelchair so 

that he/she can participate in church alongside 

his/her family and not at the back of the 

sanctuary? Yes, many of us would say that 

these are kind gestures and fit the description 

of hospitality. However, as followers of Christ, 

‘making room’ is about you, the host, asking 

yourself whether you are ready - mentally, 

emotionally, and spiritually for the other. 

Examine yourself for internal agendas or 

personal motives. Consider your feelings - are 

Outreach Message Series # 2 
By Diane Hecht, Board of Outreach Chair  

you joyous, sorrowful, loving, hateful, anxious, 

confident, or angry?  And, how conscious are you of 

these feelings? How does an individual in need 

perceive a host who is joyous, sorrowful, confident 

or angry?  

 

Moreover, opening ourselves to the work of the 

Holy Spirit gives each of us, as the host, an 

opportunity to ‘make room’ in our hearts for the 

other. Paul’s letter to the Galatians affirms that the 

Holy Spirit is at work (3:1-5) and that Christ is alive in 

the believer (2:20). And from Galatians 5:22-25:The 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control. There is no law against such things. And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the 

Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. And John 

14:26: But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 

you.  

 

Carrying out hospitality with this understanding 

shifts the focus from you to the Holy Spirit who 

guides you as a willing partner to serve those in 

need. 

Who and What is Cornerstone? 
Faith Lutheran’s Vision Frame includes 3 Strategies:  Worship, Learning, and 

Healing.  Healing comes in many forms and recovery from drug and alcohol 

addiction is one way to heal broken lives, broken relationships, and broken hope.  

We are blessed to be partnered with those working to heal in this way and that 

includes teenagers who are working through the 12-step program. 

 

Cornerstone's mission is to give hope and healing to teens and families through 

early recovery from drug and alcohol addiction.  Their vision is to provide a "best 

practice" substance abuse treatment program that changes lives of teens and 

families in the Houston area and to promote its replication in other communities. 

 

“Cornerstone is more than a solution for teens and  

families in trouble; we really do change lives.” 

 

The primary goal in Cornerstone treatment is to reunite families through healthy 

relationships based on sobriety and the principles that underlay the twelve steps. 

Following the AA and Al-Anon traditions, Cornerstone’s outreach program is open 

and free to any teen or parent who has a desire to change.  

 

If you know a teenager or family that needs hope and healing from drugs or 

alcohol, contact Cornerstone at 713-528-6720 or go to www.cornerstonerecovery.org.   

 

Look for James’ column updating us on the kids and the program in the next Mountain Mover. 

Cornerstone Counselors, AJ Nelson (left) 

and James Skelton (right) with  

Pastor Kerry on Launch Day 



Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is 

to provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 
 

For most of our children, this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. 

We offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children 

will be involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an 

opportunity to grow socially.  
 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of two teachers to ten students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information.  
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Pam O’Rourke, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few 

questions about herself to let people know more about her: 

 

Name: Pam O’Rourke 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I teach the two-year-old Bumble Bee Class. I have been 

working at Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  since 2008, when my son was in Kindergarten. He 

attended this program and I fell in love with the school and staff. 

What are your hobbies?  I enjoy reading, riding my bike, walking my dog and watching movies. 

Tell us about your family life:  I have been married to my husband, Terry for 26 years. We have two 

children, Meredith 22 and Terry Jr. 9. 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you?  One of the  most rewarding times 

in my life was being a foster parent to 11 children over the span of three years. It taught me so much 

about unconditional love and putting others first. Two great lessons I will cherish.  

What Inspires you to be a teacher?  My inspiration for becoming a teacher began with the birth of 

my daughter. I have a degree in Journalism, but couldn’t part with her. So I found a job in early 

childhood so she could be with me. I never looked back and have been teaching on and off for 

twenty years. I thoroughly enjoy it and look forward to Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Congratulations Pam O’Rourke 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 
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Children’s mental health problems are real, common and treatable. Although one in five children has 

a diagnosable mental health problem, nearly two-thirds of them get little or no help.  

 

Untreated mental health problems can disrupt children’s functioning at home, school and in the 

community. Without treatment, children with mental health issues are at increased risk of school 

failure, contact with the criminal justice system, dependence on social services, and even suicide. 

Parents and family members are usually the first to notice if a child has problems with emotions or 

behavior. Your observations, along with those of teachers and other caregivers, can help determine 

whether you need to seek help for your child. 

 

The following signs may indicate the need for professional help: 

 

• Decline in school performance 

• Poor grades despite strong efforts 

• Constant worry or anxiety 

• Repeated refusal to go to school or to take part in normal activities 

• Hyperactivity or fidgeting 

• Persistent nightmares 

• Persistent disobedience or aggression 

• Frequent temper tantrums 

• Depression, sadness or irritability 

 

Early identification, diagnosis and treatment can help children reach 

their full potential. If you suspect a problem or have questions, talk with 

your child’s pediatrician or contact a mental health professional. 

NAMIWalks, May 5, 2012 
By Linda Lamb, Social Ministry Board 

Once again, Faith Candle Lighters will participate in the annual NAMIWalks. The walk will be held at 

Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway on Saturday, May 5. Check in is at 7:30 AM and start time is 8:30 AM. 

 

Will you join us this year?  For the first time we will have team tee-shirts designed by Tim Griffith!  To 

be sure you have one on walk day, please let us know you will be walking. The direct link to join “Faith 

Candle Lighters” or sponsor a walker is www.nami.org/namiwalks12/HOU/faith or contact Linda Lamb 

(713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com). 

 

You can walk because you know or love someone with mental 

illness or you care about those who have or love someone with 

mental illness.  There is no registration fee, but you are 

encouraged to request sponsors.  

 

We are walking in hope that the flame of understanding for love 

and support for those with mental illness and their families will 

burn bright. We also believe the Faith community should say to 

those people who suffer from the symptoms of a mental illness, 

and to their family members, “We will walk with you. And God 

walks with you. You will not go through this alone.“ 

 

We welcome your support by walking with us, making a 

donation, or saying a prayer for support and understanding for 

those with mental illness and their families and friends.  

Children’s Mental Health — What do you need to know? 
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PINPIN--AA--SISTER IS COMING SISTER IS COMING 

TO FAITH!TO FAITH!  
 

 

 

We are called to be good stewards of our money, our 

families, our gifts and talents, and even our health! 

This year, Faith Lutheran will join thousands of 

women across the nation in PinPin--AA--Sister SundaySister Sunday  – 

a breast cancer awareness campaign – by hosting a 

pink ribbon pinning ceremony during Mother’s Day Services, Sunday, 

May 13. We’ll celebrate health, recognize breast cancer survivors and 

encourage women to get their annual mammography screening.  

Did you know …? 
 

About 1 in 8 women in the U.S. will get breast cancer during her lifetime 

Breast cancer is the most common cancer among Hispanic woman and the principal 
cause of  cancer death 

Breast cancer is the cancer with the second highest cause of  death for both African-
American women and Caucasian women nationwide 

80% of  breast lumps are NOT cancerous – see your doctor right away to be sure 

More than 90% of  women who find and treat their breast cancer early are cancer-free 
at five years 

 

JOIN US ON MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 13 FOR JOIN US ON MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 13 FOR   

PINPIN--AA--SISTER SUNDAYSISTER SUNDAY  

 

INVITE THE SPECIAL WOMEN IN YOUR LIFE FOR INVITE THE SPECIAL WOMEN IN YOUR LIFE FOR 

THIS DAY OF CELEBRATION AND HOPETHIS DAY OF CELEBRATION AND HOPE 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—May 2012 

9:00 

 

May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

Acolytes 2 Meredith Milholland Mia Copeland 

Jonathan Miertschin 

Michael Farner 

Meredith Milholland 

Tommie Huwyler 

Annabelle Allen 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mia Copeland 

Jonathan Miertschin 

Mark & Marsha 

Zimmermann 

Kelly Keller 

Cory Nelson 

Dottie Wichmann 

Diana Boihem 

Asst Minister 1 Tyler Grimsby Holly Hruska-Spratlin Susan Tallman Susan Tallman 

Ushers 4 Nancy and Jon Holmes Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Megan, Wade, Luke & 

Lucy Paulson 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel, &     

Abigail Parkan 

Greeters 2 

 

Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry 

Common 

Grounds 

Executive Board Executive Board Executive Board Executive Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry 

Altar Guild 2 Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

11:15 May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

Acolyte Jonathan Miertschin Tyler Grimsby Emma Keller Thomas Menke 

Crucifer Mia Copeland Andrew Hollenberg Thomas Menke Elizabeth Menke 

Lector Meredith Milholland Sharon Richter Linda Lamb Peggy Porter 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Tyler Grimsby 

Andrew Hollenburg 

Tiffany Menke 

Patti Hickerson 

Sara Karow 

Mark Anderson 

Sara Karow 

Mark Anderson 

Asst Minister Jennifer Finley 

Michael  Farner 

Emma Keller 

Carol Strawn Myra Condit Myra Condit 

Ushers 4 Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Greeters 2 Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry 

Visitor Center Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry Social Ministry 

Altar Guild 2 Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

Betty Dossey 

Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

***On May 6 we will have special worship leaders from this year’s confirmands. For The Gathering Service: 

 the Crucifer will be Andrew Hollenberg, Lector will be Emma Keller, and the Prayers of Intercession will be led by  

Michael Farner. 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 



May Calendar Events 
 

1 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 10:00 AM Women’s Connection / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) /  3:00 PM Cornerstone (400,401) / 5:30 PM Outreach 

Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry (109)  / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM Made to 

Crave / 8:00 PM  AA (300) 
 

2 Wednesday –  9:00 AM  LWR Quilters (101) / 12:00 PM Youth/Family Board Meeting (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Fit and 

Faithful (309) / 6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

3 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 10:00 AM RR Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Bellaire Soccer Banquet (FC Gym) / 3:00PM Cornerstone (400,401) / 6:45PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

4 Friday -  8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

5 Saturday - 7:00 AM NAMI walk (Sam Houston Park) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) /  9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling 

Group (400) / 11:00 AM Confirmation Lunch (FH) /  3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

6 Sunday – All Day Affirmation of Baptism (Sanctuary) / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 10:15 AM Confirmands Present 

Faith Papers (Sanctuary) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Handbells (202)  
 

7 Monday - 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control  
 

8 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM  Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (400) / 6:00 PM Day 

School Staff (FH) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM Made to Crave (306) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

9 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group / 6:30 PM Fit and Faithful (309) / 6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 7:30 PM 

Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

10 Thursday  – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM  AA (300) 
 

11 Friday  – All Day Synod Assembly-Lakewood (UMC) / 6:30 PM Vocal Concert (Sanctuary) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

12 Saturday  – All Day Synod Assembly-Lakewood (UMC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone 

Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

13 Sunday  – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM 

Handbells (202)  
 

14 Monday  - 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

15 Tuesday  – All Day MM Articles Due / 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone 

Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board (101) / 7:00 PM  ISA (302) / 7:00 PM Made to Crave (306) / 8:00 PM AA 

 

16 Wednesday  – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Fit and Faithful (309) / 6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 

7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

17 Thursday  - 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM  AA (300) 
 

18 Friday  - 7:00 PM Faith Family Fun Talent Show (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

19 Saturday  - 8:30 AM Gethsemane Food Pantry Service 6856 Bellaire Blvd. / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 

AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 10:00 AM Property Board Meeting (109) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

20 Sunday -  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Handbells 

(202)  

 

21 Monday  - 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

22 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM  Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM  Cornerstone Meeting (400) /  7:00 PM ISA 

(302) / 7:00 PM Made to Crave (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
  
23 Wednesday  - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 6:30 PM Fit and Faithful (309) /    

7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

24 Thursday  – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00AM MM Assembly (101) / 12:00 PM DS Spring Picnic (Sanctuary & FC Gym) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) /   

8:00 PM  AA (300)  
 

25 Friday  - 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

26 Saturday  – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:15 AM Activities Board Meeting (101) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone 

Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

27 Sunday  - 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

28 Monday  – ALL Day School and Office Closed Holiday / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400,401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)  
 

29 Tuesday - All Day Primary Election (FC Gym) / 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM 

Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board (101) / 7:00 PM  ISA (302) / 7:00 PM Made to Crave (306) / 8:00 PM AA 
 

30 Wednesday   -  9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Divorce Care (201) / 6:30 PM Fit and Faithful (309) / 

 7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

31 Thursday   - 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM  AA (300) 
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