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Sunday Mornings 
 9:30 AM - The Gathering 

Learning Groups for all ages 

10:30 - Fellowship  

11:00 AM - Heritage 

Learning Groups for all ages 

 

Faith Community 

Thanksgiving Feast 
November 24, 12:00 PM 
 

This Thanksgiving, we are going to bring back an old Faith tradition.  On Thanksgiving 

Day, November 24, Pastor Kerry, his family, and staff will be preparing and sharing a 

Thanksgiving meal for anyone who would like to come.  We'll be cooking up a storm 

in the morning and opening the doors at noon to spend the afternoon together. 

 

We will gather in the Faith Center where we'll eat, watch football, play games and let 

the children run around and play.  All we need to know is how many people will be 

attending. 

 

If you would like to come to the Faith Community Thanksgiving Feast, sign up during 

worship in November or just call the church office (713-664-3048) or send us an 

email at info@faithchurchfamily.org and we'll get your name on the list.  We have so 

much to be thankful for, so let's make this a fun day. 

 

Congregational Meeting & Lunch  

Sunday, November 13  

12:00 PM in Faith Center  
 

The Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting of Faith 

Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, November 13, in the 

Faith Center after the Heritage Service    

 

The business of this meeting is to elect 2012 Church Council  

Members, adopt the new Mission Frame, and approve the 2012 

Operating Budget.  

 

Copies of the 2012 proposed budgets are available at the 

information desk starting Sunday, October 30.  



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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"Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who 

believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 

temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 

having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 

being saved."  Acts 2:43-47 
 

Be A Blessing. 
 

We were still thinking about the language of a new mission frame when the new signs went up on the 

way out of our church parking lot.  The last message that people would see as they drove back into their 

real lives were the words "Be A Blessing." 
 

Three brief words that capture the meaning and purpose of our faith.  We love because God first loves us.  

We are blessed by God to be a blessing to the world.  Whether a person is leaving a worship service, a 

recovery meeting or another day at school, God blessed them during their time on the campus of Faith 

Lutheran Church and now calls them to be a blessing in the world in which they live.  Isn't this what we 

are all about? 
 

Be A Blessing. 
 

What would our world look like if we all lived with a daily desire to be the people God has created us to 

be, for the good of all people?  What would it look like if everyone strove, on a daily basis, to be a 

blessing in the lives of others? 
 

This brief passage from the 2nd chapter of Acts describes what a community of people look like when 

they have gone "all in" for God.  All five purposes of the church are in play. 
 

Evangelism (Faith Befriends): And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being 

saved. 
 

Worship (Faith Breathes): Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 

by the apostles. 
 

Fellowship (Faith Belongs): All who believed were together and had all things in common. 
 

Learning (Faith Becomes): Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 

at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 

people. 
 

Stewardship (Faith Blesses):  They would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to 

all, as any had need. 
 

As we move now toward the end of our church year, we can look back with much gratitude at the good 

God has done in our midst.  New faces have joined our community.  Our facilities are much improved and 

heavily used.  Our worship life has a new kind of energy and joy.  We have been living the purposes of the 

church.  We have been blessed, that we might be a blessing to others. 
 

Be A Blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor's Class 
 

Every Wednesday at 

7:00 PM in the Faith 

Center I lead a Bible 

study on the text I 

will use for my 

message the 

following Sunday. 

 

On certain Sundays, I 

will teach various 

topics immediately 

after the Heritage 

worship service.  

Since these sessions 

will include lunch 

(and child care), I'll 

ask participants to 

sign up ahead of time 

so we can be 

prepared.   

 

November 20 

First Steps @ Faith 

 

First Steps is a fresh 

look at the Christian 

faith for members 

and those interested 

in membership at 

Faith. 



They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer.  Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts.  They broke bread 

in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the  

favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved.  

(Acts 2:42 & 46 -47) 

Charles Lane in his book Ask, Thank, Tell asks the 

question, “How can we lead this congregation’s 

stewardship ministry so that each member of the 

congregation ascribes to and practices biblical 

stewardship?”  In our congregation many still     

prefer to give in the traditional manner using    

numbered offering envelopes placed in the         

offering plate each Sunday.  While that may be the 

method that is most comfortable for me, Jesus did 

not prescribe one way of giving.  We are not told 

how to give, just that we ought to give in             

proportion as we have been given.  

 

This past week Pastor Kerry, Stacy DeClouette, and 

I went to New York to visit Journey Church, a     

congregation of 20 to 30-year-olds.  I was intrigued 

to watch the manner in which people in that 

church gave.  The person next to me gave instantly 

via his cell phone.  The church also provided                      

self-addressed stamped envelopes for everyone.     

I am sure that some members gave electronically.   

I did not see any envelopes with numbers on them. 

 

I don’t believe that God differentiates between 

those who give electronically and those who give 

using more traditional methods. The important 

point is that we are regular givers and that we   

practice biblical stewardship.  If you are a person 

who uses the electronic form of transferring funds, 

take the time to set up Faith Lutheran as a recipient 

of your gifts.  In the coming year, we will continue 

to send out envelopes each month for your weekly 

offering.  We want those who are giving               

traditionally to continue and to be comfortable 

with that process. 

 

God has called us to be stewards and as such we 

will grow in our relationship with him.  We must 

adapt to the newer methods of giving and choose 

the method that works best for us.  Remember 

Deuteronomy 8, “But remember the Lord your God 

for it is he who gives power to get wealth.” 

 

Update information through 10/23/2011 

 

Total number of responders                         142 

Total 3-Year Commitment                   $1,111,594.00 

Total received thru  09/11/2011          $647,367.96 

 

                                                                                                

Week of October 16, 2011 YTD 

 

Offering Received for Operating Budget                

$9,328                  $544,344 

 

Needed to meet Budget                                          

$15,106                $634,452 

 

Actual Offering vs. Needed to Meet 2011 Budget 

$5,778                 -$80,108 

Stewardship Corner 

By Doug Elsen, Chair of the Board of Stewardship and Finance 
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We would like to report that Katie Uren’s surgery 

was a success! Doctor’s believe that they were able 

to remove all of the tumor and Katie is now CANCER 

FREE!!! 

 

Katie Uren is a young lady that held a blood drive 

here in our parking lot hosted by MD Anderson . We 

were first contacted by Wendy Bantle, a friend of 

the family and a member of the Bellaire community, 

about Katie. Wendy was looking for a place that the 

Update on Katie Uren 

MD Anderson mobile blood bank could park their 

bus to collect blood donations. We agreed with no 

hesitation. Through the donations from the MD 

Anderson mobile bus and the MD Anderson blood 

center, Katie was able to receive her surgery. So 

congratulations to Katie and we wish her well. 

 

To learn more about Katie’s story you can go to 

www.myfoxhouston.com. 
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The timing is ironic.  After briefly pausing to count 

all our blessings this month, we will immediately be  

bombarded by a lengthy onslaught of consumerism 

and wish-fulfillment. 
 

According to the Journal of Consumer Research, the 

worse people feel about themselves, the more  

obsessed they become with buying stuff.  Retailers 

and brands know this, and are vying for the  

attention of people trying to purchase their identity 

or fill the emotional holes in their lives.  Ouch!  

Author John Rosemond says that while adults  

generally attain 10% to 20% of the things they  

desire, kids are accustomed to receiving about 80% 

of what they want. And parents often make sure 

their teenagers aren’t deprived of any luxury.   

No wonder materialism has such a strong hold on 

kids and adults today. 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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“Keep your lives free from the love of money, 

and be content with what you have.” 
 

- Hebrews 13:5 

The problem is that “stuff” can’t meet anyone’s 

deepest need or heal our hurts. Only God, the  

giver of all good gifts, can do that. Being content 

with - and grateful for - what we have is rooted in 

this knowledge of the source of all our blessings.  
 

So, how do we be content with what we have? 
 

Does “stuff” really bring us happiness?  Does “stuff” 

really bring us security?  In a very small part - yes.  

But far more effective in creating happiness and 

security are healthy relationships.  Investing there 

will pay far richer dividends with friends and family. 
 

My hope and prayer for all of us  this Thanksgiving 

season is for our eyes to be opened to all that we 

have been given, for each of us 

to stop yearning for more,  

for each of us to invest in the 

relationships that enrich our 

lives, and for each of us to be a 

blessing to everyone who comes 

in contact with us. 
 

Blessings on your head! 

CCSC - Serve Together as a Family...For a Family 
The Christian Community Service Center is an award winning, community 

based, non-profit organization serving the inner-city Houston community.  

We were incorporated in 1980, and since that time have grown to encompass  

a coalition of 42 member churches. CCSC’s mission is to serve the poor, hungry, 

disabled, and otherwise needy while respecting their religious, ethnic, or  

cultural differences. 
 

Tuesday, December 6  6:00 - 8:00 PM Bellaire United Methodist Church  
 

We invite you to carve out some time during the holiday season to SERVE together as a 

family.  **Remember that “family” is defined as:  singles, grandparents, adults with 

children, adults without children, and anyone not included in this list already!**   

If you do have children or grandchildren, serving together as a family is a great way of 

teaching compassion and justice.  Make sure that you discuss why it is important to serve 

“the least of these” in Jesus’ name.  
 

Our Faith family will serve together by assembling the food packages that CCSC will be 

handing out to families that need assistance this holiday season.  

* Recommended attire - lightweight, casual clothes and comfortable shoes.  Please leave your valuable items at home. 

* Nearly all work will be done indoors.  * Refreshments are provided. * Parking is limited.  * Carpool if possible. 

 

 
 

There is a particular need for pre-teen and teenage gifts.  Here are some suggestions… 
 

Curling Irons Hair Dryers Make Up Kits Jewelry Sets  Watches Large Art Sets Accessory Bags 

Belts  Purses  Wallets  Digital Cameras  MP3 Players CD Players Beauty Sets 
 

* All gifts should be new and unwrapped * Please drop off to Sunshine Resale Shop (5407 Bellaire Blvd) through December 3. 

Good people do good things. 

Christians live out their faith in 

the name of Jesus by doing 

“good” things. 

And Don’t Forget to Shop As a Family...For a Family 



HUGE Success for Grace Bags! 
 Please make a donation to sustain the cost.  Each bag costs approximately $5 
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Many stories have been going around Faith Lutheran Church as to how people have felt in 

handing out Grace Bags when approached by those on the street. 

 

 

 
 

Now we know we can do better than to look away or fiddle with our phone or radios.  We can lovingly meet a short-term need 

for both the giver and the receiver - and both end up praying for the other!! 
 

For the last 2 months, our middle and high school teens have been  

preparing the Grace Bags for our members to give.  In order to sustain this 

ministry (now that we know there is a desire), we are asking that $5 per bag 

be given as you take them to keep in your car.   

Each bag contains:  ♥  1 - 16.9 oz bottle of drinking water  ♥  1 - 5 oz can of 

Vienna Sausages ♥  1 - fruit cup  ♥  1 - 7.5 oz Chef Boy-R-Dee meal   

♥  2 - 6 count cheese and peanut butter crackers  ♥  2 - .5 oz meat snack sticks  

♥  1 - Pocket size packet of tissues  ♥  1 - Pack of gum  ♥  2 - Individually 

wrapped hand-sanitizing wipes  ♥  1 - Restaurant pack of eating utensils with a 

napkin  ♥  1 - Prayer sticker (see right) 

 

You are also welcome to donate any of the 

items needed for the bags and add: 

♥  toothbrushes  ♥  toothpaste  ♥  socks  ♥  disposable razor s ♥  unused lip balm  ♥  combs 

“I found myself looking for them  

rather than looking away from them.” 

“He kept saying to me, 

 ‘God bless you.  God bless you’.” 

   Michael Farner           Meredith Milholland 

Quilters and High Schoolers Team up to Feed and Warm God’s People on the Streets 

It really just makes sense...a generation of  

faithful women who have always served with  

their hands - quilts, meals, and hugs.  And a  

generation who feels the church talks more  

than they act in the name of Jesus.  These 2  

groups go together like chocolate and  

peanut butter - peas and carrots - movies  

and popcorn.  
 

Here’s how it started. Diana Rettig asked  

Jennifer Finley if the high schoolers would  

deliver quilts to CCSC for her.  Jennifer asked if  

CCSC charged people for the quilts.  Diana  

said no.  Jennifer asked, “Diana, what if they  

delivered them to the streets at the same time  

they are passing out lunches next month?”  The quilters  

discussed.  They had promised CCSC some quilts, but wanted 

to partner with our high schoolers in what they were already 

doing.  It was a match made in Heaven...the older hands of 

Jesus making the quilts and the younger hands of Jesus passing 

them, and food, out to “the least of these” out on our streets. 
 

On Sunday, November 20th, the quilters and the high 

schoolers, and their mentors will gather to pray over the food 

and quilts to be distributed.  Each will serve God by serving 

others in their own ways. 

This is what INTERGENERATIONAL MINISTRY 

looks like!  Different ages—same mission.  

Let’s keep this going at Faith.  Please think in 

what ways you can enhance a current 

ministry or start a new one that uses the best 

of everyone’s gifts! 
 

"If you can't feed a hundred hungry people, 

feed just one." 

    - Mother Teresa 
 

  **If you would like to donate to this ministry 

  (each lunch is about $3 and we make 100    

  each month),  Pease ear-mark your check  

 for “High School Homeless Meals” and contact 

Jennifer if you have  

any questions.  
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We are excited to announce our speaker for the 

Junior High Gathering coming up next month. 

Austin Evers will be at Lutherhill sharing what it 

means to let our light shine bright. 

  

Austin's love for the kingdom of God and serving 

"the least of these" was shaped largely in New 

England where he lived for 3 years.  He was a 

college minister and church planter in              

Connecticut during this shaping time, but he 

doesn't miss the 5 month winters one bit!!  He 

moved to Guam to plant a college ministry on a 

beautiful island.  He got to work with students 

from all over Micronesia and Asia, and even met 

his sweet wife Lilibeth while in the South Pacific.  

After many adventures snorkeling, and           

backpacking in Asia, he decided it might be time 

to move back to Texas.   

 

Austin is currently working with Austin New 

Church and Habitat for Humanity.  He and 

Lilibeth were married 7 months ago and are    

trying to plant a church in East Austin.  He      

believes Jesus was serious when he said "its    

better to give rather than receive" and "what you 

do to the least of these, you really do for me."  

He wants youth, college students, and East side   

Junior High Gathering 

November 18-20 

Austin-ites alike to enjoy Jesus while changing 

the world. 

  

Come on out to Lutherhill for a great weekend of 

worship, small group discussion, all your favorite 

camp activities and some surprises.  We hope to 

see you November 18-20 at Lutherhill. 

  

Registration Information 

• Cost $130 includes all programming, lodging 

and meals for the weekend.  Adults receive a 

20% discount on fees. Registration is       

available online at www.lutherhill.org 

 

• Each congergation must provide one adult 

male for each 7 male campers and one female 

adult for each 7 female campers. 

If you  have any questions please call or office at 

888-266-4613 or by email office@lutherhill.org  

or you can contact Jennifer Finley at                  

713-664-3048 

Worship Assistants Needed… 

Each week there are many volunteers who make a choice to serve God by serving those who worship at 

our church. Will you consider serving too?  

Assisting Ministers, Communion Assistants, Ushers, Acolytes/Crucifiers and Lectors are needed for    

Sunday morning worship and special services. The roles are not difficult and you will be blessed through 

your serving. An insert will be included in this month’s worship bulletins.  

Please indicate your area of interest for serving and place it in the offering plate or contact Ida Medlen 

at (281) 565-0654 or Barbara McDowell at (713) 432-1971. Training will be provided. 

Your Opportunity to serve! 



we are family 
welcome to our 1st  

season of learning  
sept. 11th - nov. 20th 

 

we have a place for you! 
 

family bible study  
these happen on the first 2 sundays of the month.   

children grades 1st - 8th, their parents, and all grandparents are encouraged to  

participate to become stronger faith leaders in the home 

        • november 6 - ten bridesmaids           • november 13 - parable of the talents 
 

9:30 am adult learning groups 

•  “oh, my God!” - a discussion of prayer, what it is, how we do it and why? (faith center) 

•  faithful seekers of the word - study of weekly scripture from old and new testaments. 
                          (main building - conference room) 

•  circle of friends - a traditional bible study on “acts: seeing God’s power in action” 

                (main building - library) 

11:00 am adult learning groups 

•  “oh, my God!” - a discussion of prayer, what it is, how we do it and why? (faith center) 

•  young families - a small group for adults with children preschool and younger who   

    would like to build faith foundations for little ones.   (main building - conference room) 
 

9:30 & 11:00 am youth and children learning groups on November 20 & 27 

•  2-3 year olds (faith center - every week) 

•  pre k & kindergarten (faith center - every week) 

•  1-2 graders (main building)* 

•  3-5 graders (main building)* 

•  middle and high schoolers (faith center)* 
 
 

*these individual learning groups do not meet on the 1st or 2nd Sunday of the month. 

instead, all families meet in the faith center gym for our family bible study. 

middle schoolers will engage in service projects on Sunday mornings.  

high schoolers meet at 11:00 am upstairs in the faith center.* 
 

PAGE 7 N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  1 1   



shut-in members followed by a meeting, where Tom 

Dorman will be speaking. Lunch and dessert will 

follow. 

 

Everyone is welcome!  

 

For any questions or further information, please 

contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle is a group of women who meet 

monthly for fellowship and learning.  We meet on 

the first Thursday of every month.  

 

Our next meeting will be on November 3 at 9:00 

AM, in the Conference Room (101). 

 

We will be decorating 18” Christmas trees for our 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

"My grace is sufficient for you.” 

2 Corinthians 12:9   

 

We're being given the wrong message today.    

The media seems to tell us that anything goes, 

especially anything that seems fair to me.  Our 

country has thrived on individualism, but now we 

have gone to the extreme.  Supposedly, I can say 

or do anything I want, regardless of how I may 

hurt or trample on someone else.  Certainly I must 

have my fair share, what I have a right to! 

  

This emphasis on self is false thinking.  Paul directs 

us to do a turnabout.  He has been writing about 

having the mind of Christ and tells us to think 

about what is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, 

commendable - all the opposite of what the world 

tells us to think about.  A selfish view of life leaves 

us frustrated and unsettled. 

 

Christ brings us God's peace instead.  Because of 

our sins, our fair share should have been death, 

but he has brought us life through his ultimate 

sacrifice on the cross.  Released from the          

consequences of our sins, we live under his 

grace.  Christ's love flows through us, freeing us 

from our prison of selfishness and enabling us to 

be aware of others and their needs.  Our thoughts 

turn to truth and purity.  We do not have our fair 

share, but God's share of mercy for us! 

  
Pray:  Thank You, God, for the sacrifice of your 

Son and the grace you have shown to me.   

Amen. 

Prayer Corner 

God’s Grace 
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On Sunday, November 20, the annual WELCA 

Thankoffering ingathering will be part of both   

services. All women who are members of Faith     

Lutheran are considered to be members of the 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (WELCA).  

We are a part of a collective mission with women 

from other churches. This collective giving will       

continue the outreach of the women’s               

organization. The Thankoffering makes up a      

significant portion of a self-supporting annual 

budget of the Women of the ELCA. Our         

Thankofferings support the total outreach of the 

WELCA Thankoffering 

ELCA, including specific programs of the women’s 

organizations, resources and initiatives for women 

and communities throughout the greater church. 

On Sunday, November 13, each woman will be 

given an envelope to be returned  on our  

Thankoffering Sunday, November 20. Please 

prayerfully consider your gift in appreciation of 

God’s many blessings to you. Enclose your gift in 

the envelope and place it in the Thankoffering 

basket. 



The children enjoyed visits from our favorite community helpers last month. 

 

The Bellaire Fire Department spent the morning with us teaching us all about fire safety and their 

equipment. Officer Quimby from the Bellaire Police Department came and talked to us about stranger 

danger and how to stay safe. 

 

For our school wide social studies during the month of October, we celebrated Oktoberfest and 

learned a little about Germany.  Ms. Marilee’s pre-k class performed a German dance for us, along with 

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes in German.   After the children recited Come Lord Jesus in German as 

well as English, we enjoyed a meal of Wurst (Sausage [on-a-stick]), Kartoffelbrei (mashed potatoes), 

Gruenebohnen (green beans), Apfelmus (applesauce), and Milch (milk).  Wunderbar! 

 

November is also a very busy month.  We have parent-teacher conferences scheduled for the first two 

weeks of November, so that teachers can share the children’s progression with their parents.  After 

that, we will begin making our costumes and talking about the first Thanksgiving, in preparation for our 

annual Feast.  If anyone has an extra turkey or two in their freezer and would like to donate it to the 

school, we would be happy to accept.  We will focus this month on all of the blessings we enjoy and 

thanking God for providing them. 

  

Learning Themes for the month of November will include Food and Nutrition, Native American Indi-

ans, Pilgrims, and Thanksgiving.   The children will also begin preparation for our Christmas program, 

which will be presented on December 15.   

 

“I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of all thy wonderful deeds.  I will be glad 

and exult in thee, I will sing praise to thy name, O Most High.” 

Psalm 9:1-2 

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Wishing you and 

your family a 

Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

 

 From your Faith 

Lutheran Staff 



Sunday, November 27 marks the beginning of the liturgical season of Advent. There are four Sundays in 

the season of Advent, leading up to the completion of the season on Christmas Eve.  I’m not sure if you 

noticed this on your last coffee run, but Starbucks is now selling an Advent calendar in their stores. The 

description of the Advent calendar says, “Count down to Christmas with chocolate and discover the 

festive scene that builds daily with each drawer. Countdown to Christmas includes a chocolate treat to 

indulge each day.” Sounds yummy! But I think it misses the core reality that Advent calls us to embrace. 

 

The word “advent” means “coming.” It comes from the Latin word “adventus” which is used to describe 

the arrival of a deity, the first visit of a new king or conqueror, or the enthronement of an emperor. 
 

In our church, Advent marks the beginning of a new liturgical year. Oddly enough, Advent is primarily 

about the end of time. A common misunderstanding is that Advent is mainly a time to get ready to   

celebrate Christmas. However, the primary focus is Christ’s second coming. 

 

Advent is concerned with the future of the Risen One. A central theme is Jesus’ judgment and victory 

over all enemies. Advent is the celebration of God’s promise that, through Christ, all things will be made 

new. The beginning of the liturgical year, then, takes our thinking to the very end of things. There is a 

tension between the future and the past. We 

celebrate the fulfilling of God’s purpose as we 

remember the first coming of our Savior, and 

anticipate Jesus’ second coming. 

 

Instead of buying an Advent calendar from 

Starbucks this year, Margo, Deacon, Masamo 

and I will use one we bought several years ago. 

It is a simple banner with a picture of earth on 

it. Each day as we draw closer to Christmas we 

attach a person to the globe, each one 

representing a different nationality. By 

December 25 the picture is of all the nations of 

the earth joined together in honoring the 

coming King. 

CCSC would like to thank Faith Lutheran for the donation of food and diapers benefitting the clients 

at the Gethsemane Food Pantry. Your generosity was such a witness to God’s love and an inspiration 

to them. The diapers were such an added gift for their clients and a great addition to the food      

packages that were provided.  

GFP has already served over 2500 families in 2011! Half of the clients served were children and over 

50% of the households include one or more employed adult.  So on behalf of the CCSC community 

and it’s clients, they would like to say thank you for your thoughtful and much needed support. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

by Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Gethsemane Food Pantry  
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is to 

provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 

 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents.  

We offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children will be   

involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an opportunity to grow 

socially.  

 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information. 

A big congratulations goes out to Joye and Mike Roll. They are the proud grandparents of a new    

grand-baby boy named Adam Michael Roll! 

 

Adam Michael was born October 17, 2011 at 2:51 PM. He weighed 7 lbs. 11 oz. and was 19.5 inches 

long!  Both mom and baby are doing great. 

 

Congratulations from Faith Lutheran!  

Congratulations Denise Adams 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Denise Adams, our Faith Lutheran Day School’s   

Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a 

few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her: 

Name: Denise Adams 

What age do you teach and for how long?  All of 

them. I am the Business Manager in the mornings 

and a Pre-K teacher in the afternoons. I have been 

doing this for 18 years. 

What are your hobbies?  I love to read! 

Tell us about your family life:  I was born in 

Michigan, but have lived in Houston for 30 years. I 

have been married 23 years and have a daughter, 

Sara, who is a Senior at Texas Tech University, 

majoring in Finance. My husband, Pat is a realtor 

and home inspector. And I have 1 grand-dog 

named Sadie Bell. 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people 

know about you?  I moved to Houston, and found 

out that my uncle (Paul Schairer) had a call to Faith. 

So I came to check it out and here I am! 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  The light and 

unconditional love in a child’s eyes and their 

excitement when they figure out something new.  

Congratulations! It’s A Boy! 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—November 2011 

9:30 November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27  

Acolytes 2 Zachary & Andrew  

Boihem 

Michael Farner 

David Farner 

Chelsea  & Thomas 

Spratlin 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Marsha & Mark Zimmer-

man 

Dottie Wichman 

Lorah Gough 

Kelley Keller 

Dewayne Hahn 

 

Asst Minister 1 Dottie Wichman Holly Spratlin Susan Tallman Bob Medlen  

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

The Paulson Family Wendy, Dave, Michael & 

Daniel Farner 

Laura, Stephen, Nathan 

& Zachary Michaud 

Nancy & Jon Holmes  

Greeters 2 

 

     

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

Carl Watson 

Tom Dorman 

Mike Roll 

Joye Roll 

Barbara McDowell 

Tom Dorman 

Thanksgiving  

Altar Guild 2 Janis Frnka 

Susan Tallman 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Erette Bartay 

 

11:00 November 6 November 13 November 20 November 27  

Acolyte Tyler Grimsby Quinn Otte Elizabeth Menke Natalie Dorman  

Crucifer Thomas Menke Cameron Anderson Thomas Menke Pierce Dorman  

Lector Bryan Ives Cheryl Smith Lien Kim Hutchison Lucille Galassini  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Sharon Richter 

Bill Puryear 

Sharon Richter 

Bill Puryear 

Sharon Richter 

Bill Puryear 

Sharon Richter 

Bill Puryear 

 

Asst Minister Myra Condit Melanie Palmer Sharon Richter Melanie Palmer  

Ushers 4 Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Charles Ford 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

 

Greeters 2      

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

Christina Ferguson Alexis Salazar 

Parker Grimsby 

Matt Grove Thanksgiving  

Altar Guild 2 Janis Frnka 

Susan Tallman 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Erette Bartay 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 



November Calendar Events 

1 Tuesday – All Day - DS Parent Conferences (109) * 8:30 AM MDO (FC) * 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) * 10:00 AM Women’s Connection (101)    

11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) * 5:30 PM Worship Board (106) * 6:30 PM Social Ministry (109) * 7:00 PM ISA (400) * 7:00 PM First Place( 306) * 8:00 PM AA  

 

2 Wednesday – All Day - DS Parent Conferences (109) * 9:00 AM LWR Quilters * 12:00 PM Youth/Family Board (109) * 6:00 PM Painting Group (306)   

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study (302) * 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board (101) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

3 Thursday – All Day - DS Parent Conferences (109) * 8:30 AM MDO (FC) * 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) * 8:00 PM AA (300) * 6:45 PM Executive Board (101) 

 

4 Friday – All Day - DS Parent Conferences (109) * 8:00 PM AA (300) * 8:00 PM Family Camp (Lutherhill) 

 

5 Saturday - 9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) * 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) * 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) * 11:00 AM Youth Alive (208)  

3:00 PM AA 

 

6 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) * 9:30 AM Gathering/Family Bible Study * 11:00 AM Heritage/Family Bible Study * 2:00 PM Families return from camp  

4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) * 4:30 PM Handbells (202) 

 

7 Monday - 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (Gym) * 9:00 PM Joint Election Set-up (Gym) 

 

8 Tuesday – All Day DS Parent Conferences (109) * 6:00 AM Joint Election * 8:30 AM MDO (FC) * 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) * 11:00 AM Staff Mtg. (101)  

6:00 PM DS Staff Mtg. (FH) * 7:00 PM Church Council (101) *7:00 PM First Place (306) * 7:00 PM ISA (401)  8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

9 Wednesday – All Day - DS Parent Conferences (109) * 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) * 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) *7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study (302)  

8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

10 Thursday –All Day - DS Parent Conferences (109) * 8:30 AM MDO (FC) 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

11 Friday – All Day - DS Parent Conferences (109) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

12 Saturday – 9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) * 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) * 9:00 AM TX/LA Synod Mtg. (FH) * 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group 

(400) * 11:00 AM Youth Alive (208) * 3:00 PM AA (300) 

 

13 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) * 9:30 AM Gathering/Family Bible Study * 11:00 AM Heritage/Family Bible Study * 12:00 PM Congregational Meeting (FC) 

4:30 PM Confirmation (FH)* 4:30 PM Handbells (202) 

 

15 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) * 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) * 11:30 AM Staff Mtg. (101) * 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board (109) * 7:00 PM First Place (306)  

7:00 PM ISA (401) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

16 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) * 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) * 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study (302) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

17 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) * 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

18 Friday – 12:00 PM DS Thanksgiving Feast (Gym) *5:00 PM Middle Schoolers Retreat (Lutherhill) * 5:30 PM Wedding Rehearsal (Sanc) * 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

19 Saturday - 9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) * 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) * 10:00 AM Property Board (109) * 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group 

(400) * 11:00 AM Youth Alive (208) * 3:00 PM AA (300)  * 4:00 PM Wedding (Sanc) 

 

20 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) * 9:30 AM Gathering/Learning Groups *11:00 AM Heritage/Learning Groups * 2:00 PM Middle Schoolers Return  

4:30 PM Handbells (202) 

 

22 Tuesday -8:30 AM MDO (FC) * 9:00 AM MM Assembly * 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) * 11:30 AM Staff Mtg. (101) * 7:00 PM First Place (306)  

 7:00 PM ISA (401) * 8:00 PM AA  

 

23 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) * 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) * 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study (302) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

Thursday, Nov 24 Thanksgiving Day – Office and School Closed * 12:00 PM Thanksgiving Day Feast (FC) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

25 Friday – Office and School Closed * 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

26 Saturday – 9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) * 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) * 9:15 AM Activities Board (FC Kitchen) * 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling 

Group (400) * 3:00 PM AA (300) 

 

27 Sunday- 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) * 9:30 AM Gathering * 11:00 AM Heritage * 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) * 4:30 PM Handbells (202) 

 

28 Monday – 7:00 PM V8 Early Ford (300) 

 

29 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) * 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) * 11:30 AM Staff Mtg. (101) * 7:00 PM First Place (306) * 7:00 PM ISA (401) * 8:00 PM AA 

  

30 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR (101) * 6:00 PM Painting Group (303) * 8:00 PM AA (300) 



PAGE 14 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

Many families responded to the capital campaign appeal and are asking about paying on their 

commitment.  Money can be given to the campaign fund by following the directions below: 

 

1. Please use the memo section on your check to indicate the amount that applies to your 

capital campaign commitment and how much applies to the regular expenses. 

 

2. On your offering envelope, please use the section labeled “Building Fund” to indicate 

the amount of money to be applied to your capital campaign commitment. 

 

3. If you use automatic payments for your offerings to the church, you can update your 

bank information with your additional amount and can indicate in the memo or note 

section how much is for the capital campaign fund. 

 

4. Even if you did not turn in a Response Card for the capital campaign, you can still           

contribute by indicating such on your check or offering envelope. 

 

5. *** NEW *** You can now make your contributions by debit or credit card on our      

website at www.faithchurchfamily.org.  

 

If you have any questions about how to contribute to the Capital Campaign please contact Stacy 

DeClouette at 713-664-3048 or sdeclouette@faithchurchfamily.org.  

How Can I Make Payments to our Capital Campaign? 

All Saints’ Sunday is celebrated on November 6 this year. All Saints’ celebrates the baptized  

people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of 

the landscape in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all who 

have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord's table we gather with the   

faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all 

tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem. The custom of commemorating all of the saints 

of the church on a single day goes back at least to the third century. It is also a day that we re-

member we are all saints in the eyes of God. Our sainthood is not based on our own accom-

plishments, but on Jesus, from whom we receive our righteousness. 

 

By celebrating All Saints’ Sunday we are offering something greater than a memorial or tribute 

to those that have departed. This day sharpens our focus on the resurrection. A death date on a 

gravestone may remind us of the day someone “left us.” God, however, has “swallowed up 

death forever!” Just like Jesus, we will not remain in the grave. We will be made whole and 

found forever with the Lamb and all the faithful departed.   

 

If you would like to remember a friend or family member who has passed away, you can submit 

their name to the church either using the Connection Card on Sunday or by email 

(info@faithchurchfamily.org). 

All Saints’ Sunday—November 6 



In times of disaster, members 

of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) have 

a history of responding quickly 

and generously. So when an 

ELCA pastor from Iowa learned 

about the plight of farmers and 

ranchers in drought-stricken 

Texas, he rolled up his sleeves 

and got to work on a solution 

that’s helping to restore these 

communities in need. 

 

The drought and wildfires 

across Texas this year have 

destroyed hay crops used to 

feed livestock. With no feed 

available for purchase, many 

farmers and ranchers in the 

state are selling their cattle out 

of desperation. 

 

The Rev. Harold R. McMillin, 

pastor of St. John Lutheran 

Church in Luana, Iowa, learned 

about the plight of Texas 

farmers and ranchers at the 

2011 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly held Aug. 15-19 in 

Orlando, Fla. 

 

Unlike Texas, the farmers and 

ranchers in McMillin’s 

community in northeast Iowa 

produced an abundant hay 

crop — enough to sustain 

livestock this winter with extra 

to spare.  So McMillin put     

two-and -two togeth er .      

Upon his return home from 

the assembly, he found himself 

helping to organize a          

cross-country hay lift to help 

ranchers and farmers in Texas. 

 

“On the Sunday after the 

assembly, I told my 

congregation about the need 

in Texas. By Monday evening, 

we had four loads of hay 

committed for donation,” said 

McMillin. One farmer at St. 

John donated about 55 bales 

of hay, which is enough to fill 

one flatbed semi-truck. At a 

hay auction, one bale can fetch 

between $60 and $70.  The 

word about the need 

continued to spread, and 

offers for contributions of hay 

and financial gifts came from 

as far as Minnesota. 

 

“The response has blown me 

away,” said McMillin. “It says 

something about the ELCA, 

particularly about the heart of 

ELCA members who are 

responding very generously.” 

ELCA Disaster Response has 

provided an initial $25,000 to 

support the hay lift. 

 

“We’re proud to help get 

‘Operation Hay Lift’ started, 

and we’re hoping that the 

connections between Iowa and 

Texas can continue,” said the 

Rev. Kevin A. Massey, program 

director of ELCA Disaster 

Response. “We hope that 

other faith partners will help. 

We know that the need for hay 

in Texas is vast and desperate,” 

he said. 

 

“It’s a marvelous connection 

among members of our church 

who are assisting one another 

in a time of need,” said the 

Rev. Steven L. Ullestad, bishop 

of the ELCA Northeastern Iowa 

Synod. He said Iowa farmers 

and ranchers, who know well 

what fellow farmers are 

experiencing in Texas, have 

“responded generously and 

with their hearts,” and “we 

trust and pray that the 

possibility of transportation 

can happen, that people will 

come forward.  It’s been a very 

spontaneous and spirit-filled 

project, which has drawn on 

the generous hearts of this 

church." 

 

Together, as the ELCA, we are 

one body in Christ Jesus. 

Together, we are living out the 

gospel. The dollars we give in 

Mission Support contribute to 

the help the ELCA Disaster 

Response is able to provide. 

God’s work, Our Hands. 
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Thank you to my Faith family for your thoughts and prayers, cards, phone calls, visits and 

offers of assistance as I went through excruciating pain and finally surgery on my lower back.     

I am well on the road to recovery and appreciate you all so much! 

Love in Christ, 

Trish Felt 

A Special Thanks 
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