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Scattered Thoughts 
by Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered 

a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have 

mercy on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they 

went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 

God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 

Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them 

found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your 

way; your faith has made you well.”  Luke 10:11-17 

 

I love absolutely everything about this story.  Except the nine who get healed but forget the Healer…. 

 

This story of the ten healed lepers is the traditional text assigned to Thanksgiving Day worship services.  

We aren't planning a "formal" Thanksgiving Day service at Faith this year but Kelley and I are planning 

again to provide a free Thanksgiving Day feast in the Faith Center for anyone who would like to come and 

spend the day with their church family.  This year we will have the glitches worked out so football can be 

a part of it...and I'm going to make some time so we can hear this story, offer our prayers of thanksgiving, 

and join the rest of the nation in counting our blessings. 

 

In Jesus' day, a leper not only suffered the pain and loss associated with a horrific disease, they also 

experienced being rejected and cast out of their homes, villages, families, and synagogues.  They were, in 

every sense of the term, outcasts.  It is no wonder, having been kicked out of "normal" society, that such 

outcasts found community with one another.  They needed each other for the same reasons that we all 

need others in our lives—for community, companionship, comfort, and security. 

 

I suppose that lots of people would have been quite content with a society divided between "us" and 

"them.” Some of both the healthy folks in villages and the suffering in leper colonies might have 

preferred to live their separate but unequal lives.  Yet Jesus didn't seem content with such division.  Jesus 

knew the deeper reality—that all people are beloved children of God—so whenever Jesus had the 

opportunity, he did what it took to break down dividing walls and make it possible, once again, for the 

diversity of humanity to find common ground around a common table.  In this story, he cured their 

leprosy and then sent them back into community.  

 

I love this story.  I love that Jesus sees past the shame of leprosy to the human beings who are suffering.  I 

love that Jesus remembers their families and loved ones back home who will soon be reunited with those 

who had been outcasts.  I love that Jesus found time in his busy schedule for ten lepers.   

 

I see in this story the same dynamics at play in our life as a congregation.  I see those who show up for 

worship and I know there is a deep blessing in being connected to God and to others.  I see the faces of 

those coming each day for recovery meetings, and I know the depth of their shame from feeling like an 

outcast because of their behaviors while mired in the disease of their addictions.  So we all come 

together on common ground, sacred ground, where God continues to bring healing. 

 

Thanksgiving brings us a common memory of Native Americans and early settlers sitting down together 

to enjoy a feast.  Sitting down after suffering the horrible loss of life both sides had experienced through 

disease and hardship.  Sitting down a long way from their homes, cut off from their families, seeking to 

build a new life in a new place.  Sitting down to count their blessings. 

 

Faith Lutheran Church is a healing place.  This isn't easy.  It is challenging.  There are powerful forces in 

our lives that divide us from one another.  Economics, race, sickness/health, family brokenness, culture.  

So many pressures to divide and conquer.  So many temptations to take what looks like the easy road of 

battening down the hatches of our hearts to hide behind boundaries and barriers.  And yet we are 

committed to make time and space for healing. And when we do, we walk in the footsteps of Jesus.   

Next Steps In 

Ministry 
 

Last year at this time, 

members of the 

Church Council and 

the Board of 

Outreach had spent 

time visiting and 

interviewing various 

community leaders, 

organizations, and 

agencies.  They went 

to learn about what 

good was happening 

and where the 

"holes" were that 

weren't being filled. 

 

They came back, 

compared notes, and 

prepared a report 

that was eventually 

presented to the 

Church Council in 

January and the 

congregation in 

February. 

 

Their charge 

included a plan to 

bring the results of 

their study back to 

the congregation at 

the November 

congregational 

meeting.  We will 

hear those proposals 

on November 11. 

 

Thank you to the 

members of the Next 

Steps team for your 

work.  We now pray 

for God's continued 

guidance as we 

consider what to do 

with the information 

that we will hear. 
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All Saints' Day is a widely celebrated event in the Christian world. In the Roman Catholic Church it is 

officially called the Solemnity of All Saints. It is also known as All Hallows or Hallowmas (from which we 

get the word “Halloween,” from “All Hallows Eve”). All Saints is celebrated on November 1 by parts of 

Western Christianity, and observed the first Sunday thereafter in our church. It is a day to honor all the 

saints, known and unknown, who have gone before us in the faith. 

 

Among the people of God, those who possess extraordinary faith have always been looked upon highly. 

From faith-confessing martyrs in the first century to compassion-filled servants in the twentieth century, 

it would seem that some believers have been given an extra portion of Christ-like strength and humility. 

But how does the Bible define the saints? The term often used by Paul in the New Testament to identify 

the church is hagioi. This term indicates separation for and dedication to God.  It is not, however, the 

amazing accomplishments of one’s devotion that allows entrance into sainthood. It is the singular 

redemption obtained through faith in Jesus Christ that creates saints out of all believers. All believers, 

great and small, are saints. 

 

When Paul used the word “saint” in his writings (Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; Ephesians 1:1) it was 

rarely used to describe individuals. It is primarily used as a picture of the elect people of God who are 

sanctified and redeemed in Christ.  There is also confusion as to the final destination of the saints after 

this earthly life. Do some experience the fullness of God’s presence while lesser ones are left out? 

Roman Catholic dogma and a blend of other religions have left some believing in a hierarchy of 

saintliness in heaven. The biblical account leads us to believe otherwise. All God’s people, or saints, are 

assured of a restful paradise until the renewal of all creation. Joining God in paradise is not the final 

destiny for the saints – the bodily resurrection is our essential hope in eternity. 

 

There are also several passages that clarify that it is not personal accomplishment that achieves 

sainthood. The dying criminal hanging on the cross near Jesus confessed faith in him (Luke 23:39-43). 

Jesus promised him entrance into paradise that very day. Similarly, the church in Corinth is addressed as 

the sanctified in Christ who are called to be saints (1 Corinthians 1:2). From the content of Paul’s letters 

we see Corinth was laden with immorality and factions. However, these spiritual troubles do not 

preclude the church from being a collection of the saints of God. The understated truth is that sainthood 

is less about achieving personal piety and more about simple faith in the redeeming work and power of 

Jesus. It is enough to be found in Christ and covered by his grace. 

 

A saint is not a higher-

ord er  Ch r i s t ian . 

Through baptism, we 

have joined with Christ 

in his death and 

resurrection, making 

us saints now and 

saints to be in 

paradise. Our goal on 

earth is to join with 

Christ in the recreation 

of the world now, 

which anticipates the 

ultimate recreation of 

heaven and earth and 

the bodily resurrection 

of Christ’s faithful 

followers. 

All Saints’ Sunday, November 4 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 



We have had a number of baptisms in the past couple of 

months and have two more infant baptisms coming up on 

November 4.  Why is this significant? 

 

The most obvious and maybe the least important is that it 

adds a name to our church membership.  Much less 

obvious and much more importantly, these hearts are 

added to the cloud of witnesses and our family of faith 

(lowercase “f”). 

 

During baptism so many wonderful things happen 

between ourselves and the mystery of God. We are 

“splashed” with promise when we are baptized - promises 

that God will never leave us or forsake us.  When we 

baptize babies, parents promise to bring that child up in 

the faith, and the congregation promises those parents 

that we will help them do it.  These are promises from 

those in the pew to those at the font.  It’s a wonderful, intimate, and hope giving event! 

 

Some people cry when we baptize a baby, but many cried at the baptisms of Vanessa, Lily, and Marlaena.  

Why is that?  Because they have lived lives as unbaptized women and have made the decision to not go 

another day without being marked by the sign of the cross?  Are our emotions not stirred in the same 

way when a baby starts out their life as a baptized child of 

God? That almost sounds like an argument for “believer’s 

baptism,” which is the practice of waiting till you are old 

enough to make a conscious choice to be baptized. 

 

With that said, let us be reminded of the reasons we will also 

celebrate our infant baptisms (Landry Patterson and Elliot 

Schroeder) on November 4.  As Lutherans, we believe that 

baptism is a means of God bestowing his grace on us.  We are 

saved by grace through faith.  And God gives us the faith.  We 

can’t ever do enough or be good enough to earn God’s grace, 

so we celebrate our own gift of faith and grace at every new 

believer’s baptism - infant, child, teen, or adult. 

 

So go ahead, cry away as we splash Landry and Elliot on November 4 - their baptisms are much to 

celebrate and remind us of several things:  1) we, too, are splashed with promise 2) we, too, have a 

responsibility to walk with Ryan and Vanessa and Adam and Erin in raising these babies up in our faith.  

Together may we continue to be a family of faith that does as Christ commanded. 

 

Blessings on your head! 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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Fall Congregational Meal and Meeting—Sunday, November 11  

12:15 PM in the Faith Center 
 

We will gather in the Faith Center on November 11 for our Fall Congregational Meal and 

Meeting. Key agenda items include the financial mission plan, electing congregational 

leaders, and a report from the Next Steps at Faith team. Pre-Meeting Forums will be held 

Sunday, November 4 at 9:00 AM (FH), 11:15 AM (101), and 12:30 PM (101). 
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November 4 is an opportunity for us to celebrate our place within the communion 

of saints of all times and places. This year we have two ways of remembering both our friends and 

family now with God in paradise. 

 

We are inviting everyone that morning to bring with them to church a framed picture of a friend or 

family member who has passed away. We will include their pictures around the altar rail, 

remembering that we join them in communion at the feast of the Lamb. 

  

We will also read the names of the faithful departed during our remembrance on All Saints' Sunday. 

If you would like to remember a friend or family member who has passed away, you can submit 

their name on the Connection Card, email it to info@faithbellaire.org, or call the church office 

at 713-664-3048. 

Remembering All the Saints 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Today’s markets and your money. Follow a hunch or get informed? 

 

Nearly three in four Americans worry a great deal about the economy. Yet many don’t take steps to 

become more informed. You can. When you have a better understanding of the factors that affect 

financial markets and trends, you can make more informed investment decisions. Join us for this 

free educational workshop. 

 

In just one hour, you’ll receive important insights on: 

• The “new normal” of muted economic growth. 

• Investment options that may suit your needs. 

• Thrivent Financial, its history of strength and disciplined investment approach. 

 

When—Sunday, November 18 at 12:15 PM 

Where—Faith Lutheran Church 

Offered by—Financial Consultant, Kurt Goedecke, CLU, CHFC 

RSVP—Kurt Goedecke 713-554-3629 or Myra Condit and reserve your spot today. 

 

Complimentary lunch will be served. 

Economic and Investment Outlook Workshop 
by Kurt Goedecke, Financial Consultant with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

This Thanksgiving we are continuing an old Faith tradition. On Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 

Pastor Kerry, his family, and staff will be preparing and sharing a Thanksgiving meal for anyone who 

would like to come. We'll be cooking up a storm in the morning and opening the doors at noon to 

spend the afternoon together. 

 

We will gather in the Faith Center where we'll eat, watch football, play games, and let the children 

run around and play.  All we need to know is how many people will be attending. 

 

If you would like to come to the Faith Community Thanksgiving Feast, sign up on the Connection 

Card in November or just call the church office (713-664-3048). You can also send us an email at 

info@faithbellaire.org and we'll get your name on the list. We have so much to be thankful for, so 

let's make this a fun day. 

Community Thanksgiving Day Feast 
on Thursday, November 22 



Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 

  

1 Thessalonians 5:18 - "Give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus for you." 

  

As Paul closed his First Letter to the 

Thessalonians, he reminded them to be thankful 

to God for laborers and those in 

authority.  Further, he encouraged patience and 

assistance for the poor, justice for the accused, 

and the pursuit of good.  Among all these, Paul 

called for prayer, thankfulness, and rejoicing in all 

things, "for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you."  "All things. Did you say ALL things?  That 

can be pretty tough!  How can I be thankful in ALL 

things?" 

 

Understanding that God gives his grace and mercy 

freely through Jesus helps us remember that 

whatever happens in the course of our lives 

happens with God's knowledge and blessings, 

along with his resources.  Whether we celebrate 

or mourn, God works in all things for our ultimate 

good.  The result, even in difficulties, is 

thankfulness and praise to our heavenly Father. 

  

What are you thankful for?  What makes you 

rejoice in God?  How have you come through 

challenging times with God's blessings?  When 

you pray today and everyday, rejoice, be thankful, 

and praise the One from whom all blessings flow.   

  

Pray:   Dear God, thanks and praise to your holy 

name for your benefits to me.  Amen. 

Prayer Corner—Thanksgiving in All Things 
by Peggy Porter 

PAGE 6 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

In a continuing effort to be a blessing to the children of our adopted school (formerly known as Gordon 

Elementary), we are seeking volunteers to serve as mentor/tutors to children needing extra help with 

literacy and/or math.  We would also like to offer some after school enrichment opportunities.  

Enrichment opportunities might be art, music, or special interest clubs such as chess, model building, 

needlework, etc.  Mentors develop an on-going relationship with a child or a small group of children by 

committing to weekly one-hour visits designed to improve the students’ academic performance.   

 

If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please contact Karen Elsen at 281-496-3598 or 

elsenkarenanddoug@yahoo.com.  You will receive training and information before beginning to serve as 

a mentor. You will also need security clearance from HISD to begin participating.   If you have served as 

a VIPS volunteer at another HISD school in the past two years, your security clearance is still current for 

this year.  If you have not, and would like to help with this endeavor, please log on to 

www.houstonisd.org and click on the VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools) link.  Then, complete the VIPS 

registration.  The school will also need a copy of your TX driver’s license when you sign in at the office.  

Some volunteers will be needed during the school hours.  Others will offer homework support, literacy 

and math support, and enrichment opportunities after school depending on the interests and 

preferences of the volunteers and the teachers’ requests.   

 

Please pray about how you can be a blessing, then contact Karen to get started. 

Be a Mentor! 

Service Opportunities at the Mandarin Immersion Magnet School 

The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is 

to follow Jesus in blessing the world 

with faith, hope, and love. 



News from the Day School 
by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 
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Congratulations Marilee Dittrich 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Marilee Dittrich, our Prekindergarten teacher, sat down and answered a few questions about herself to 

let people know more about her. 
 

Name:  Marilee Dittrich 
 

What age do you teach and for how long? 4-5 year olds.  I have worked with children from infants 

through high school and I can honestly say that Pre-K is my favorite age. 
 

What are your hobbies? I love photography.  I used to have a dark room at my home but now I am 

enjoying all the new photo editing tools on my computer.  Working in the darkroom has made me 

appreciate digital.  
 

Where are you from? Southern Illinois.  I grew up on a farm.  We grew all of our own food.  We had 

eggs from our chickens, milk from our cows, beef and pork from our animals.  About the only food we 

bought was flour and sugar.  My mom baked bread every day.   
 

Tell us about your family life: I am married and have 2 daughters.  The oldest, Julia, is a graduate 

student at Southern Illinois University, where I graduated (as did my husband).  Our youngest daughter 

is a student at HCC so I have two children in college at the moment.   
 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? I am the oldest of 5 children and grew 

up on a farm in Illinois.  My family has been in this country for hundreds of years and even longer.  My 

ancestors were Cherokee.  My husband is a first generation American.  Both of my husband’s parents 

were Holocaust survivors.   
 

What inspires you to be a teacher? I like to think that I make a difference.  I enjoy being with children 

and watching them grown and develop and learn about the world around them.   

During this season of giving thanks, we want to thank each and every church member for always being 

so supportive of the Day School.  We truly appreciate your giving to us in so many ways.  We thank you 

for donating fabrics and other supplies, for clipping Box Tops  (we collected over 1300 in the past 

month) and Labels for Education, for serving on the Day School Board and other Boards that influence 

the life of the school, for praying for us, and for supporting us in ways that we don’t yet know about.  

Thank you.   

 

November is a busy month at the Day School.  We have parent-teacher conferences, a classroom 

presentation by the Kindergarteners, and the Thanksgiving Feast.  Thanksgiving, food, and nutrition are 

our themes for the month.  We kick off the month by previewing a new menu the week of November 5. 

This menu will feature more fresh foods and more diverse offerings.  We are very excited to see how 

the children and their families will respond to these changes.  We are also piloting an after school 

enrichment program beginning this month.  Day School teachers will lead weekly classes in cooking, 

science, art, games, dance, and working with Lego® building blocks with small groups of children who 

have registered for the classes.  If the response to this pilot program is positive, we will offer additional 

enrichment programs in the Spring.     
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Cornerstone Recovery 
by James Skelton, LCDCI 

CORNERSTONE GRATITUDE MEETING 

Thanksgiving Night 

Thursday, November 22 

7:00 to 8:00 PM 
 

(Come early to get a seat and help set up!) 
 

At the Houston Council on Drugs and Alcohol 

303 Jackson Hill Street | Houston, Texas 77007 

 

You won’t want to miss this All City meeting, 

by far one of the BEST meetings of the year!!! 

 

Everyone is welcome, so bring your friends and family!!! 
Questions? Contact James S. at 832-731-3141. 

Hello Faith Lutheran Family! 
 

The Holiday season is upon us, already!  I know that this time of year is one that evokes many feelings in 

myself.  Even the cold weather itself can bring a flood of memories of past holiday childhood events and 

feelings associated with them.  Being a recovered addict and alcoholic, some of these memories can be 

painful.  It is important for me to take this time of the year to count my blessings and to reflect over the 

past year to take inventory of those things that I am grateful for; to recognize the miracles that have 

taken place in my life and in other’s lives.  There is no better way to do this than being surrounded by 

my friends and loved ones.  In Cornerstone, the holiday season is a special one where we have the most 

powerful and meaningful events of the year. 
 

I would like to invite our extended family, you, at Faith Lutheran to join us in these events!   The first 

being the Fall Awakening Ceremony.  The Awakening is an event that marks the completion and 

celebration of the recovery and spiritual walk of those who are leaving our fellowship to begin the next 

chapter of recovery in other 12 step fellowships such as AA or Al-Anon. We celebrate the 

accomplishment of building a foundation of self-help recovery in parent’s and the teen’s lives as they 

move on from Cornerstone twice a year in our Awakening Ceremony.  This year the Fall Awakening will 

be held on November 3 at Christ the King Church in Kingwood at 6:00 PM. Please come and see the 

miracle of recovery, of changed lives, and celebrate what God has done to restore people’s lives! 
 

The other event that I would like to invite you to is our Gratitude Meeting.  This is the biggest meeting 

we have all year, with attendance expected to be 300 friends, family, and participants in Cornerstone.  I 

have never experienced a more powerful event than the Gratitude Meeting where 300 people come 

together, whether members of a 12 step fellowship or not, and share about what they are grateful 

for.  It is truly an inspiring event and inclusive to all who want to be filled with the spirit of Love and 

Hope.  Please come to it if you are moved to see and participate in a miracle!  This year’s Gratitude 

Meeting will be held on Thanksgiving night, November 22, at the Houston Council on Alcohol and Drugs 

from 7:00 – 8:00 PM.   

 

I sincerely hope to see some of you at these events. They are truly inspiring and I know would be a 

welcome addition to the holiday spirit in your lives! 

 

Many Blessings! 
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A TIME TO CELEBRATE RECOVERY WITH CORNERSTONE 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, at 6:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3803 WEST LAKE HOUSTON PARKWAY, KINGWOOD TX 77339 

An Awakening is a special event that represents growth, recovery, and the “moving on”  

of parents and teens who have taken an extra step in their recovery. 

The Awakening symbolizes much hard work and dedication. 

$10 ENTRANCE FEE 

Contact Jackie (713-501-1089) with any questions. 

WELCA Thankoffering Sunday, November 18 

by Patti Hickerson 

On Sunday, November 18 the annual WELCA Thankoffering in-gathering will be part of both services. All 

women who are members of Faith Lutheran are considered to be members of the Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are a part of a collective mission with other women from 

other churches. This offering will continue the outreach of the women's organization. The Thankoffering 

makes up a significant portion of a self-supporting annual budget of the Women of the ELCA. Our 

Thankoffering supports the total outreach of the ELCA, including specific programs of the women’s 

organization, resources, and initiatives for women and communities throughout the greater church. 

 

On Sunday, November 11 each woman will be given an envelope to be returned for our Thankoffering 

on Sunday, November 18. Please prayerfully consider your gift in appreciation of God’s many blessings 

to you. If you are enclosing a check, please make it payable to WELCA. Enclose your gift in the envelope 

and place it in the Thankoffering basket. 

 

For more information visit 

www.welca.org or 

www.boldcafe.org. 
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“In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (Thessalonians 5:18) 

 

It’s hard for me to believe that I am already sitting here drafting a Thanksgiving article from the Board of 

Stewardship and Finance.   Time has definitely flown by this year.  As we discussed in September’s article, 

time is a gift from God.  Once it is spent it can never be retrieved. As such, it continues to amaze me how 

many of you have given of your TIME to quietly serve at Faith by teaching, praying, leading, serving in the 

kitchen, preparing bags for the homeless, working at the food bank, greeting, etc. without expecting 

accolades from others.  This is all just the volunteer work within Faith; it doesn’t even begin to capture 

the volunteer hours the members of Faith spend in the community.  The people of Faith’s strong 

commitment to service is definitely one of the things I have to be thankful for this Thanksgiving.     

 

By now everyone should have received the Growing In Faith Through Service pamphlet highlighting the 

different volunteer opportunities at Faith.  Thank you to everyone who has already completed it and 

turned it in.  If you have not filled it out yet, please take some time to reflect and pray about what 

opportunities there are for you to serve at Faith.  Once you have filled it out, you can turn it in at the 

office or in my box in the hallway outside of the office.   

 

Again, thank you to all who give their enthusiasm, their time, and energy, their talents and gifts, their 

prayers and their financial resources “so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause 

thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.” (2 Cor. 4:15)  As we celebrate Thanksgiving with our friends 

and family, let’s focus on our blessings and prayerfully consider what opportunities we might seek out to 

strengthen our faith and commitment to service. 

Stewardship Corner 

by Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet in the conference room  on Thursday, November 1 at 10:00 AM. We will  

explore the subject of how to find inner peace through the Bible. Please bring a sack lunch. Dessert will 

be served by the circle. Additionally, we will be completing our Christmas gift wrapping for the 

homebound members.  All are welcome! We would love to have you join us. If you have any questions 

please contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will meet on November 6 at 9:30 AM and go to lunch afterwards. If you are 

interested in joining the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com 

or 281-630-8088. 

Grandparent Group 
 

We will be meeting at Dewayne and Peggy Hahn's home (4621 Holly, Bellaire 77401) on Sunday, 

November 18. There will be no meeting in December. For more information, or if you would like to join, 

contact Susan Tallman at Stallman@sjs.org. 

Faith Family Service Project 
Tuesday, December 4 , 6:00 - 8:00 PM  

Bellaire United Methodist Church (just a few blocks East of Faith) 4417 Bellaire Blvd. 
 

Mark your calendars!!  Everyone is invited to pitch in and help CCSC get ready for their holiday food   

distribution. Meet at Bellaire United Methodist at 6:00 PM and we will be a blessing together! 



Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  

 

October was filled with lots of Fall fun!  Fire Safety month was a success.  The kids keep walking around 

and showing us examples of stop, drop, and roll.  Halloween was extra SPOOKtacular.  Lots of 

pumpkins, mummies, and little bats were made throughout the school. We also had a fun Halloween 

parade through the church and the Day School.  Everyone loved showing off their festive Halloween 

costumes. 

  

In November we will be talking about all that we are thankful for.  Also each class will be having a 

Thanksgiving feast.  Lots to look forward to and hopefully we will have more cool weather. 

  

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
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Congratulations Jill Weiss 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 

Jill Weiss, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few questions to let 

people know more about her: 

 

Name: Jill Weiss 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  This is my first full year teaching the 3 year old class, after 

my retirement. I had previously worked for Mother’s Day Out, but after I was home for a while I 

decided that it was time for me to come back and I am so glad I did! My total years at Faith Lutheran 

MDO is 15 years. 

 

What are your hobbies?  I enjoy gardening, reading, and spending time with my two dogs, Bruiser and 

Mini. 

 

Tell us about your family life:  I am a single mom of 3 children. Brittany (21 yrs.), Gina (16 yrs.), and 

Daniel (13 yrs.). I am a soccer mom for Gina’s Bellaire High School team and bowling mom for Daniel.   

 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know about you?  For 15 years I worked at a 

veterinary clinic. I started as a vet tech and then I became the manager and brought the clinic into the 

computer age. I also love to watch and photograph humming birds around my house’s humming bird 

feeders. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I was inspired by my mother, who was a life long teacher. It was 

amazing to see the number of lives she touched. That fostered my love of watching children develop 

their personalities. It is so nice to see their sense of humor and social awareness. 

The core values at Faith Lutheran Church that inspire us and drive us forward are: 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life  

• Radical hospitality 

• Discipleship over membership 

• Spiritual renewal 

• Community involvement 
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Reformation and...All that Jazz 2012 

Friday, November 9 

Great fun, food, and fellowship! Drinks and appetizers begin 

at 6:30 PM followed by a full fajita buffet style dinner 

around 7:00 PM. Music entertainment provided by Jazz 

Sunday will surround the evening. 

 

Live & Silent Auctions - with lots of great items! 

 

World Renowned Square Dance Caller, Pat Barbour, will 

Emcee the event so get ready for lots of laughs. It's a great 

time to celebrate our mutual ministry as a synod. No 

business conducted, just GREAT FELLOWSHIP! 

 

Purchase tickets online today at gulfcoastsynod.org/allthatjazz. Tickets are $35 per person for entry, food, 

and entertainment. Event proceeds to support the ministries of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod. 

Bellaire Recycles Fest 
by Don Hodde, Board of Social Ministry Vice-Chairperson 



Our current Fall Season of Learning will conclude on Sunday, November 18.   

There are no Learning Groups scheduled on Sunday, November 25 (Thanksgiving weekend).   

Please feel free to fellowship with others  

in our Common Grounds Coffee House on this day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent begins on Sunday, December 2.  This season will be full of new learning experiences 

for all ages. Here is the plan… 
 

Toddlers and Pre-Kindergarteners/Kindergarteners - will continue to meet each week and 

hold a Christmas Pageant on December 16 during the Learning Hour in the sanctuary. 
 

Elementary Schoolers - will meet for cookies and music December 2 and 9, participate in the 

Christmas Pageant on Dec ember 16, and join the Middle Schoolers to make special grace 

bags on December 23. 
 

Middle Schoolers - will continue meeting each week.  Their servant projects will include 

caroling at Brighton Gardens, Christmas cookies for our Faith House guests, and helping the 

Elementary Schoolers make Christmas Grace Bags. 
 

High Schoolers - will continue to meet each week upstairs in the Faith Center.  New comers 

are always welcome! 
 

Young Families - will continue meeting regularly at the discretion of their leaders and 

participants, focused on Advent. 
 

Adults - all adults will be invited to participate in a four week small group study of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer's work “God is in the Manger.”  There will be no traditional learning groups as the 

entire congregation will participate in these small groups.  Watch for more information on 

small group sign ups. 
 

There will be no Learning Groups on December 30.   

Please feel free to fellowship with others  

in our Common Grounds Coffee House on this day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Winter 2013 Season of Learning will launch on January 6, 2013! 
Watch for more information about those Launch Day activities.   

Learning Groups will begin on Sunday, January 13. 

 

Many thanks to all of our current Learning Group Leaders.  Your leadership matters!  

If you would like to lead a Learning Group or would like to see a new Learning Group 

offered in January, please contact Jennifer Finley at the church office. 
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Advent at Faith 
by Board of Parish Education 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—November 2012 

9:00 

 

November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25 

Acolytes 2 Annabelle Allen 

Wyatt Sydow 

Thomas Spratlin 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Thomas Huwyler 

Myra Condit 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Helen Hecht 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Dottie Wichmann 

Diana Boihem 

Kelley Keller 

Emma Keller 

Susan Tallman 

Kelley Keller 

Nancy Holmes 

Jon Holmes 

Asst Minister 1 Michael Farner Michael Farner Holly Hruska-Spratlin Holly Hruska-Spratlin 

Ushers 4 Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Farner Family Parkan Family Paulson Family 

Greeters 2 

 

Executive Board   Executive Board   Executive Board   Executive Board  

Common 

Grounds 

Youth and Family 

Board 

Youth and Family 

Board 

Youth and Family 

Board 

Youth and Family 

Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Executive Board  Executive Board   Executive Board   Executive Board  

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Sherrill Brekke 

Susan Layton 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Layton 

Linda Lamb 

Open Date 

11:15 November 4 November 11 November 18 November 25 

Acolyte J.D. Jones Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke Myra Condit 

Crucifer Thomas Menke Kerry Leeman Myra Condit Tyler Grimsby 

Lector Jan Zunker Peggy Porter Del Thompson Susan Ashley 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Melanie Palmer 

Quinn Otte 

Melanie Palmer 

Quinn Otte 

Charles Porter 

Peggy Porter 

Charles Porter 

Peggy Porter 

Asst Minister Myra Condit Myra Condit Barbara Balius Barbara Balius 

Ushers 4 Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Parker Grimsby 

Greeters 2  Executive Board   Executive Board   Executive Board   Executive Board  

Visitor Center  Executive Board   Executive Board   Executive Board   Executive Board  

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Sherrill Brekke 

Susan Layton 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Layton 

Linda Lamb 

Open Date 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 

trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 



November Calendar Events 
 
 

1 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) /  

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA 
 

2 Friday – 7:00 PM Family Camp (Lutherhill) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

3 Saturday – All Day Family Camp (Lutherhill) / 7:30 AM Lutheran Social Services / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

4 Sunday –  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM Pre-Meeting Forums (FH) /  9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /  

11:15 AM Pre-Meeting Forums (101) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:00 PM Family Camp Return / 12:30 PM Pre-Meeting Forums (101) / 12:30 PM Worship Board Meeting / 

2:30 PM Handbells (202) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208)  
 

5 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (108) 
  

6 Tuesday – All Day General/ Special Election (FC Gym) / 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 

3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 

7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
  

7 Wednesday – 12:00 PM Youth & Family Board Meeting / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

8 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Day School Parent Council Meeting (FH) /  

6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) /  
 

9 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

10 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

11 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 

12:30 PM Congregational Meal and Meeting (FC) / 2:30 PM Handbells (202) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 
 

12 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

13 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) /7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

14 Wednesday – All Day Day School Set-up For Thanksgiving Feast (FC) / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

8:00 PM AA (300) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) 
 

15 Thursday – All Day Day School Thanksgiving Feast (FC) / All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /   

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

16 Friday – 7:00 PM Middle Schoolers to Camp (Lutherhill) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

17 Saturday – All Day Middle Schoolers at Camp (Lutherhill) / 8:30 AM Saint James Lutheran Church (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) /  

9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) /3:00 PM AA (300)   
 

18 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:00 PM Middle Schoolers Return /  

12:15 PM Thrivent Financial Potluck with Kurt Goedecke (FH) / 2:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 3:30 PM Handbells (202)  
 

19 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

20 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

21 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

22 Thursday –  All Day Office/Day School/ Mother’s Day Out Closed /12:00 PM Pastor’s Community Thanksgiving Feast / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

23 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)     
 

24 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

25 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 

3:30 PM Handbells (202)  
 

26 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 
 

27 Tuesday  –8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 

 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

28 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study/ 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 2:00 PM L.A.C.E. Program / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

30 Friday –  8:00 PM AA (300)   



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 

Arthur Murphy  Pastoral Intern 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy DeClouette  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 

Dr. Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling 281-480-7554 
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