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Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson 

Senior Pastor 
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“One night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; for I am 

with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, for there are many in this city who are my 

people.” Acts 18:9 

 

Every time I approach the Bellaire exit off 610 I notice the water tower off to my left. It seems so 

anachronistic in a big city like Houston, an old timey water tower just like the one in my hometown.  

Actually just like the “new” one in my hometown that we all got so excited about when it went up.  

When I see that tower I am always reminded of the largely invisible infrastructure that enables so many 

people to share such a small piece of real estate—the networks of pipes, wires, and roads that we 

mostly take for granted. 

 

As I look back to all the Heart to Heart conversations that we had in October, I realize that what we 

were talking about was our infrastructure. Like the many systems that make up our bodies, or the 

playbooks of a team.  I hope, I pray, that the Heart to Heart conversations were a good thing to do.   

 

I’m very grateful to the 20 hosts who opened their homes or planned luncheons at church, as well as 

the nearly 150 people who participated. We talked, and I taught, in a very direct way about our life 

together, our individual discipleship, and our stewardship of time and money.  Each time I left I felt that 

uncomfortable pit in my stomach that comes from wondering what people thought, whose feelings I 

hurt, whose toes I stepped on, what did I say that I shouldn’t have said...I’m sorry but a lot of the time 

the stuff that I think and worry about isn’t pretty. So I just kept giving it all back to God. 

 

Meeting in homes was everything I hoped it would be.  We are used to seeing each other in our church 

home but there was something deeper going on when we had opportunity to sit in living rooms or 

around dining room tables. I’m really glad we did it.  And I’m hoping that we have now injected some 

new vocabulary words into our community—inputs, outputs, impacts, personal discipleship practices, 

joyful, proportionate, sacrificial, and intentional. And I’m hoping we will start seeing more people 

arriving at 8:50 AM for The Gathering service as well as everyone, especially at the Heritage service, 

moving closer to the front. 

 

The next step is for all the people who attended those gatherings to share what they heard, what they 

learned, and what proves to make a difference for them, with their friends and family who didn’t 

attend. Remember the words of Hebrews 10:24-25:  “And let us consider how to provoke one another 

to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”   

 

The Apostle Paul envisioned the Christian community as a body with many members, each playing their 

respective roles. I think of the church as a team, each of us playing our positions. To “win” as a church 

means staying faithful to our calling to ministry and mission.  We win as we follow Jesus in blessing the 

world with faith, hope, and love.   

 

Proper nutrition (worship) and exercise (service) helps bodies stay healthy.  Facing challenges together 

helps teams grow.  Yet sometimes bodies get sick. They catch colds. They get attacked by viruses.  And 

sometimes teams under-perform or get off track.  So the body looks to its head, and the team its coach, 

for guidance and direction—our head, our coach, our guide, is God. God who wants both the best for us 

and the best from us, for the sake of the world and our place in it. 

 

As we imagine and live our life together as Faith Lutheran Church, may we ever look to the will of our 

Father, the companionship of the Son, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  May God make our hearts 

faithful, grateful, persistent, and humble.  

Vida Nueva 
 

Over the past few 

years several Faith 

people have 

traveled to Lima to 

visit our partner 

congregation, Vida 

Nueva.  Peggy Hahn 

has been our 

primary companion 

synod contact for 

many years.  But I 

haven’t been there. 

 

So I decided that a 

visit would be a 

great opportunity 

for continuing 

education. 

 

I’m very excited, 

and grateful, that 

Paul Baerenwald 

will be going with 

me.  Paul is fluent in 

Spanish and does a 

lot of work in 

Mexico and South 

America.  He will be 

using precious 

vacation days and 

his presence will 

help me make the 

most of this visit. 

 

I really hope to get 

to know Pastor 

Pedro and I look 

forward to 

worshipping on the 

first Sunday in 

Advent in Lima.  

Pray for us! 
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Did you know there is a Chinese Bible study on the campus of Faith Lutheran? Faith Chinese Fellowship 

(FCF) held its first Bible study in the Faith Center from 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM on October 13, and continues 

to meet every Sunday. There is a Chinese saying 千里之行始于足下 "a journey of a thousand miles 

begins with a single step."  I give thanks and praise to God for the first step we took; and I invite you to 

join me in praying for this new ministry of our congregation.  

 

We named this ministry “Faith Chinese Fellowship” for several reasons:  

 

First, Faith Chinese Fellowship was born out of the mission and vision of Faith Lutheran Church and 

therefore remains an integral part of Faith congregation. We are not starting a new congregation; rather, 

we are adding a new ministry. The birth of Faith Chinese Fellowship is the fruit and expansion of our 

church’s mission and ministry.  

 

Second, the purpose of Faith Chinese Fellowship is to reach out to the Chinese community with the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. Over the years we have seen a growing number of Chinese people working in the 

Houston medical center and living in Bellaire and nearby neighborhoods. Our Day School has also seen a 

significant number of Chinese students. We started Faith Chinese Fellowship because we want to remain 

faithful to the Great Commission of Jesus Christ, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20)  God has sent the Chinese people to our 

backyards. What else can we do but invite them to Faith to listen to the good news of Jesus Christ?  

 

Third, the Chinese name of Faith Chinese Fellowship is 信义团契. 信 means faith, 义 means 

righteousness. 团契 means fellowship. The Chinese name of Faith Chinese Fellowship reflects a core 

Lutheran belief: 因信称义, that is, we are justified by God’s grace through faith. When I was a college 

student I read about the story of Protestant Reformation and heard about 因信称义 for the first time. I 

believe many Chinese who have basic knowledge of western history shall readily recognize the familiar 

phrase 因信称义. It is now our task and privilege to share with our Chinese friends the power, the joy, 

and the new life this beautiful Christian phrase unleashes.   

 

Fourth, a fellowship invokes the image of a group of people sharing similar interests and ideas, and 

enjoying the companionship of one another. Faith Chinese Fellowship is our ministry to and with our 

Chinese neighbors. It is my belief that our own faith is challenged, rejuvenated, and enriched when we go 

out of our way to provide a spiritual home for the Chinese. Yes, there are language, ethnic, and cultural 

differences between the Chinese who are part of the Faith Chinese Fellowship and the rest of our 

congregation. However, the Holy Spirit calls and gathers us all into one body of diverse members and 

enables us to learn to build trust, make connections, and promote mutual understanding. Together we 

will grow in faith and make disciples. Together we will know and experience the joy of relating to one 

another as brothers and sisters of faith. When the ministry of Faith Chinese Fellowship is fully developed, 

Faith Lutheran Church will have taken a big step toward becoming a multicultural congregation.  

 

When Faith Lutheran Church was founded on January 29, 1946 by a group of five faithful families, it was 

very likely that there weren’t any Chinese residents in the then small city of Bellaire. When our 

congregation decided to build the Faith Day School in 1983, probably no one could have imagined that 

thirty years later about half of the Day School students were going to be Chinese. I was not even sure 

that I was going to be called to develop a Chinese ministry here at Faith this time last year. But look at 

where we are at now. God is doing new things among us and through and for us when we are willing to 

invite our Chinese friends and neighbors to Faith and share with them the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Who can image the wonderful surprises and blessings God has in store for our church in five years, ten 

years, twenty years, and fifty years? A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.  

The Birth of a New Ministry 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan  

Associate Pastor 
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A new worship experience has begun at Faith. On Sunday, November, 

6TEN will have its sixth worship experience. The experience usually lasts 

50 minutes and meets in the Faith Center gym. It is completely different 

from Sunday morning worship. 

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple of reasons. One, because the experience 

will begin at 6:10 PM. The name also comes from a story in the Bible about 

Jesus healing a man with a withered hand. Luke 6:10 says, “After looking 

around at all of them, he said to him, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, 

and his hand was healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an experience of gratitude and healing.” Through 

holy communion, anointing with oil, music, and prayer we will give thanks 

for God’s restoration and redemption. Everyone is welcome. 

6TEN Experience on November 10 

Mrs. Marilee Dittrich - Day School Teacher of the Month  

Activity Title:  Oktoberfest 

 

Theme: Learning a little bit about Germany and German culture. This unit was part of the many 

multicultural themes we present throughout the school year to help the children learn to value 

diversity.  

 

What did the children learn? The children learned some German words – including how to count in 

German, to do the “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes” song in German and to say the German tale 

prayer. We read about Germany and about the origins of the first Oktoberfest which was held in 1810 

to celebrate the wedding of a German prince and princess. We talked about some of the similarities and 

some of the differences between German children and American children. 

 

What did we do? Our class 

performed a short program 

on October 16 for their 

parents and for the rest of 

the school. This included a 

German children’s folk 

dance. After the program, 

the children and their 

parents enjoyed a tasty 

German lunch together. 
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Here's What I'm Thinking… 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

I have learned that sometimes great ideas aren't so great if the timing isn't right. The idea may be 

exactly the same, but at the wrong time - it just doesn't work. So, you have to wait until the right 

time to execute a great idea sometimes.  

 

Rolling out small groups at Faith is like that. It is something that we definitely want our people to be 

a part of. Many people prefer the family feel of small or medium sized churches, but even mega-

churches have to have something in place for people to feel connected to a group. We all need that 

- a connection to a group of people, small or large, that has meaning and regularity enough so that 

we can catch up with each other on a regular basis.  

 

Our “Grandparents” small group began almost two years ago. Their commonality is that they want 

to be grandparents of faith in their grandkids' lives. If you would like more information on that 

group, please contact Susan Tallman (713-417-8098) or Peggy Hahn (832-594-5016). Our “Young 

Families” small group is another one that never really had an official start, but a group of interested 

people asked others at the same place in life, and they began meeting.  I am about to start another 

group called "A Table for 10." We have had so many new families join Faith in the last year, I wanted 

to begin something that would plug some of these women in as soon as possible. No one needs 

more to put on their calendar each week, but a monthly dinner for 10 (hence the name, right?) 

women to laugh, connect, and talk seemed like the right time. So, I made a list, asked Stacy if she 

wanted to do this with me, and then invited eight women I thought would have a few things in 

common to be a part of it. Much to my surprise, ALL eight said "YES!" But they didn't just say yes, 

they said things like, "I'm IN!", "This sounds great!", "Thanks for thinking of me. I'm really looking 

forward to it.", "This sounds awesome!", and "This is what I've been looking for." The timing was 

right.  

 

I will use a method I learned in a Serendipity Bible study group years ago. I will meet with this "A 

Table for 10" for a while and then vacate my seat and invite another woman to fill it; meanwhile I 

will ask nine more women to join me for another "A Table for 10." If the timing is right, I would love 

to help more small groups get started: a men's group, new baby group, another kindred group I 

haven't thought of. Would you be interested in getting a group started? I would be happy to help 

you think of 10-12 people to invite. There are many just waiting to be asked. I would love to help 

strap on wings and have your idea take flight.  

 

The 10 Commandments are written from a community's voice, right? "Our Father...our daily bread… 

our trespasses…those who trespass against us….” Faith is meant to be experienced, shared, and 

learned from and within a community. I look forward to watching where the Spirit takes this new 

small group, and where the Spirit brings forth new ones. 

 

Blessings on your head! 
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November 

11/03 - Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11/03 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

11/08 - Parent’s Night Out 

11/08-11/09 - Soul Sister Women’s Gathering 

11/09 - Young Families Social 

11/09 - HS Laser Tag Event 

11/10 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

11/10 - Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11/15-11/17 - Family Camp @ Lutherhill 

11/17 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

11/17 - Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11/22 - Parent’s Night Out 

11/22-11/24 - MS Lutherhill Retreat 

11/24 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

11/24 - Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11/24 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

December 

12/01 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

12/01 - Youth Choir Rehearsal 

12/06 - Parent’s Night Out 

12/06 - Young Families Adult Social 

12/08 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

12/08 - Youth Choir’s Charlie Brown X-mas 

12/10 - Faith Family Service Project 

12/13 - Faith Family Christmas Caroling 

12/15 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

12/15 - Youth Choir’s Charlie Brown X-mas 

12/15 - HS Feed the Homeless 

12/20 - Parent’s Night Out 

12/22 - ES Caroling Servant Event 

12/24 - Christmas Eve Services at 3:00 PM,   

 5:00 PM, and 7:00 PM 

“Faith Family” = anyone of any age with or  

 without a partner or kids is invited 
 

“HS” = High Schoolers and Families 
 

“MS” = Middle Schoolers and Families 
 

“ES” = Elementary Schoolers and Families 
 

“Young Families” = Parents with infants,  

 babies, or toddlers 
 

“Parent’s Night Out!” = 6 - 10 PM.  $15 for one 

child. $5 for each subsequent child.  $25 

family household cap. Snacks provided.  

RSVP is required to ensure space. Call the 

church office 713-664-3048 or register 

online at PNO@FaithBellaire.org 

 

“SonShine Children’s Choir” = K - 5th Grade  
 

“Youth Choir” = Youth 6 - 12th Grade.   

Rehearsal is from 3:30 - 4:30 PM 

Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 
There is something for everyone! 

All Saints’ Sunday is an opportunity for us to celebrate our place within the communion 

of saints of all times and places. This year, we have two ways of remembering both our friends and 

family now with God in paradise. We are inviting everyone that morning to bring with them to 

church a framed picture of a friend or family member who has passed away. We will also read the 

names of the faithful departed during our remembrance on All Saints' Sunday.  

All Saints’ Sunday  

November 3 
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This Thanksgiving we are continuing an old Faith tradition. On Thanksgiving Day, November 28, the 

pastors, staff, and their families will be preparing and sharing a Thanksgiving meal for anyone who would 

like to come. We'll be cooking up a storm in the morning and opening the doors at noon to spend the 

afternoon together. 

 

We will gather in the Faith Center where we'll eat, watch football, play games, and let the children run 

around and play. All we need to know is how many people will be attending. 

 

If you would like to come call the church office at 713-664-3048 or email us at info@faithbellaire.org and 

we will get your name on the list. We have so much to be thankful for, so let's make this a fun day. Invite 

your friends and neighbors.  

WELCA Thankoffering Sunday, November 24 
by Patti Hickerson 

On Sunday, November 24 the annual WELCA Thankoffering in-gathering will be part of both services. All 

women who are members of Faith Lutheran are considered to be members of the Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are a part of a collective mission with other women from 

other churches. This offering will continue the outreach of the women's organization. The Thankoffering 

makes up a significant portion of a self-supporting annual budget of the Women of the ELCA. Our 

Thankoffering supports the total outreach of the ELCA, including specific programs of the women’s 

organization, resources, and initiatives for women and communities throughout the greater church. 

 

On Sunday, November 17 each woman will be given an envelope to be 

returned for our Thankoffering on Sunday, November 24. Please 

prayerfully consider your gift in appreciation of God’s many blessings 

to you. If you are enclosing a check, please make it payable to WELCA. 

Enclose your gift in the envelope and place it in the Thankoffering 

basket. For more information visit www.welca.org or 

www.boldcafe.org. 

Community Thanksgiving Day Feast 

Thursday, November 28 

Fall Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, November 10 at 12:15 PM in the Faith Center 

We will gather in the Faith Center on November 10 at 12:15 PM for our Fall Congregational Meal and 

Meeting. Key agenda items include the financial mission plan and electing congregational leaders. 

 

The Executive Board will host a Pre-Meeting Forum on November 3 at 10:15 AM and 12:30 PM to allow 

for discussion of key items that will be on the agenda for the Fall Congregational Meeting.  

信义团契信义团契信义团契信义团契 Faith Chinese Fellowship 

Sundays at 12:30 PM in the Faith Center 认识耶稣，人生祝福 To know Jesus, and be a blessing. 
  星期日 12:30 午餐，查经,联谊 
Sundays at 12:30 PM in the Faith Center - lunch, Bible study, and fellowship. An intentional outreach 

ministry to the Chinese community with the gospel of Jesus Christ. The purpose of this Fellowship is to 

build trust, make connections, and promote mutual understanding. Together we will grow in faith and 

make disciples.  
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Stewardship Corner—God’s Mysteries 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” (I Corinthians 4:1) 

 

What do you think of when you hear the word stewardship? The typical response is money or finance 

campaign. Too often, stewardship discussions focus on how to raise money for the church budget. 

 

While stewardship does include how we get, spend, and give our money, this narrow definition of 

stewardship falls far short of the rich, comprehensive understanding that we find in the Bible. 

 

A biblical understanding of stewardship rests on the foundation that God is the creator and owner of all 

things: “The earth is the LORD’S and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1) 

Persons do not truly own anything, even themselves, but hold their time, talents, material resources, 

the created world, and all of “God’s mysteries” in trust to be used for God’s purposes. 

 

Within this understanding, we cannot truly give anything to God. All that we have is a gift from God.  

We can, however, return to God a portion of that which is God’s (I Chronicles 29:14). We offer this 

portion not out of a sense of duty, but as a response to the gracious love of God. As Christians, we have 

seen God’s love clearly demonstrated in the life, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  In Jesus we 

see the model of stewardship to which God calls each of us. 

 

Stewardship is not a particular activity such as serving on a committee or making a financial pledge.  

Rather, stewardship is a way of life that requires us to put God first in all things, trust God to meet our 

needs, and be accountable to God in the way that we use all of the resources entrusted to our keeping.  

If we use these resources as God intends, the earth and all who dwell in it will be cared for. 

 

We can learn from Jesus’ parables about how to live as stewards. In the parable of the talents (Matthew 

25:14-30), Jesus depicts three slaves who were each entrusted with money (talents) as their master left 

on a long journey.  Jesus’ listeners would have identified these men as stewards since the responsibility 

of administering the affairs of a wealthy biblical household was assigned to trustworthy slaves.  In Luke 

11:5-13 Jesus teaches us that God will provide us with the resources we need. God’s generosity is also 

evident in the parable of the laborers in the vineyard (Matthew 20:1-15). Our generosity, willingness to 

take risk, and compassion for others is seen in the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). The 

parable of the sower in Matthew 13:1-9 shows that we are stewards of God’s word as we respond to it 

in our own lives. 

 

Jesus not only taught us about stewardship, but lived as the chief steward. He reached out to persons 

on the fringes of society, the poor, sick, women, and outcasts, to care for all members of the household 

of God.  He used the gifts that God entrusted to him to teach, preach, and heal. He pointed others to 

the Kingdom of God as a trustworthy steward of God’s mysteries. 

 

We, too, are called to be trustworthy stewards of God’s mysteries. 

 

How do we see stewardship at work in our church? 

Stacy Williams gave a $15 Randall’s gift card that had been donated by a member of Faith to a man from 

Crockett whose truck was stolen while he was receiving medical treatment.  He needed to eat. He said 

he would repay the church.  She said that was not necessary. Two weeks later a thank you note arrived 

in the mail with two $25 gift cards in it.  A great example of paying forward and how God multiplies 

what we sow. 

 

An example of above and beyond giving at Faith... 

Every Sunday we use technology in our Recording Booth to live stream our worship services on the 

internet. This technology allows us to share weddings, funerals, and baptisms around the world with 

family and friends who live a distance away. One family in our congregation contributed $12,000 to 

cover the costs of buying and installing this new technology that extends the reach of Faith’s blessing to 

the world. 
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Leaving a Legacy 

by Doug Elsen, Stewardship Board 

Two weeks ago Stacy Williams announced to the Executive Board that the church had received a 

monetary gift from a former member, Pat Dalrymple. Even though she and her husband moved away 

more than 25 years ago, Pat’s imprint is on many programs at Faith-- adult education, the prayer group, 

the music ministries, and in the lives of many of the people who were privileged to know her. 

 

In Luke 12:33-34, Jesus tells his disciples, “Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a 

treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Pat’s example is one for all of us to follow. She used her many 

gifts to make a difference during her lifetime, and then through her will, she left an additional legacy.  It 

was her way of showing her appreciation to the church for having an influence on her life and for 

continuing to give back to the church after her death. Her gift was made with no stipulations on how 

the money was to be used. We can assume that she merely wanted to keep the ministries of Faith on a 

successful path. Pat’s legacy is a model for members to continue giving to the church through our wills 

and annuities. In this way, we will continue to enrich people’s lives and provide financial stability to the 

church even after our deaths. 

The Rebecca-Ruth Bible Circle will meet November 7 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room for Bible 

study, a sack lunch, and delicious desserts.  The Circle will be stuffing Christmas canvas bags, which were 

made last month, with wonderful surprises for our special homebound members.  All are welcome to 

join in on fun!!   

 

For questions, call Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca-Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will not meet November 12, instead we will prepare a meal for Faith House guests 

on Sunday, November 10. 

 

For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 

The Bellaire Recycles Fest is on November 2 and once again Faith Lutheran will have a booth to collect 

gently used and new cold weather clothing, coats, and blankets for Houston’s homeless!  All donations 

will be given to CCSC for distribution.   

 

Bring your donations to our booth on Saturday, November 2 at Loftin Park, or feel free to drop them off 

at the table and box set up for collection in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 3! 

Bellaire Recycles Fest  

Saturday, November 2 
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released the prisoner, not only from his chains, but 

from his darkness. He has taken the constant 

gnawing of the hungry and satiated their ache with 

the best of sustenance - his body and blood.  He has 

given the wanderers a Shepherd. We were the 

afflicted.  We, the hungry. He comes for us! 

  

This busy season, may we ever drink deeply of this 

hope and purpose God has sent us in the gift of his 

only Son. 

  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you came full of mercy and 

humility so that we might wholly die to sin and live 

with you.  You come this day in your word and 

sacraments with the same mercy and humility to 

give us faith.  You will come to gloriously reign over 

us forever with the same love and gracious care.  

Prepare us ever to rejoice in your advents so that we 

are prepared to live our lives in you!  Amen. 

Isaiah 49:13  -  "Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, 

O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing!  

For the Lord has comforted his people and will 

have compassion on his afflicted." 

 

As November 24 is the last Sunday of the church 

year, the next month will most likely be filled with 

more to-dos than usual. There's planning, 

shopping, and cookies to bake.  It may seem that 

to make it through, we'll need a fifty-pound bag of 

espresso beans and a giant mug. 

  

But as we look forward to Advent, let us turn to 

another source of energy -- shall we say a "cup of 

Advent"?  The message of the Lord's coming is 

filled with joyful ingredients, topped with 

transcendent purpose, and the zest of fresh hope. 

  

Advent's life-giving proclamation is our inspiration:  

the Lord has come for his afflicted! He has 

Prayer Corner - Cup of Advent 
by Peggy Porter 

November 8 - Giving Thanks 

 

An excellent way to show a child’s creative personality is with art. This night will be filled with 

thanksgiving crafts and a photo shoot. We will make crafts to decorate for our first Thanksgiving feast on 

November 22. 

 

November 22 - First Thanksgiving Feast 

 

On November 22 we will have our 1st PNO Thanksgiving feast. We know how much the kids loved food 

night from the Summer season; what better time to do it again than Thanksgiving. We will have a variety 

of foods for them to eat as well as crafts and activities.  

Parent’s Night Out - November Schedule 

WOW! October was so much fun!!  First a Bellaire police officer, Tracey Matthews, came and visited.  She 

told us how important it is to not talk to strangers.  Next we all got to decorate pumpkins, getting ready 

for Halloween.  Our Halloween parade was spooktacular, with funny, cute, and spooky costumes.  Then 

we all got to see the Bellaire fire truck and how it works.  Those fireman are very important to our 

community. 

 

As we gear up for the holidays and the weather is cooling off, we are enjoying our Mother’s Day Out 

activities which include some of the following:  Gobble Gobble goes the Turkey, Thanksgiving feast, and 

Fall weather.  Mother’s Day Out loves the start of all these fun holidays. 

Mother’s Day Out 
by Meric Pinkerton, Mother’s Day Out Director 

The SonShine Children’s Choir (for kids in Kindergarten through 5th grade) is beginning rehearsals for its 

first Christmas presentation. They will be presenting "The Annual Christmas County Spelling Bee," a great 

show about a town that holds an annual spelling bee to compete for parts in the town's nativity scene. 

Rehearsals begin on Sunday, November 3 at 4:30 PM in the Faith Center Gym. 

SonShine Children’s Choir Beginning Christmas Rehearsals 
by Kate Mitsakis, SonShine Children’s Choir Director 
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Brittany Reuth - Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month  

What age do you teach? Teddy Bears (2 1/2-3 yrs old) 

 

What are your hobbies? My hobbies include personal health and fitness.  Also studying real estate and 

child care. 

 

Where are you from? Houston, Texas. 

 

Tell us about your family life. My family lives in Houston. I am single. I live in the Meyerland area with 

two friends/roommates, Heather and Hannah. I am also very close with my mom, sister, and brother. 

 

Fun Fact?  What is something that not a lot of people know about you? I am very organized. I also 

work another job at Planet Beach Contempo Spa as a receptionist and salesperson. I also nanny for two 

sweet girls, Josie and Emily. I have enjoyed being a part of their lives and watching them grow 

throughout the years I’ve been with them. 

 

What inspires you to teach? All the children I teach each have a special path God has set for them. I 

am blessed to have the opportunity to help guide and teach them along the way! 

Quilts Go to CCSC in October 
by Diana Rettig, LWR Quilters 

Since 1994, Faith Church has produced over 7 ¼ tons of world relief supplies including almost 2600 

quilts, 2000 school kits, plus health kits, layettes, sewing kits and 580 pounds of soap. 

 

We have responded to Star of Hope, Ruth's House, CCSC, a Homeless Children's Shelter, nursing homes, 

Houston area flood relief, Honduras/Latin America hurricane relief (shipped via Continental Airlines), 

and of course through Lutheran World Relief to a major part of the world (S.E. Asia, Africa, Middle East, 

Latin and South America).   

 

We will always have earthquakes, fires, storms and floods, refugees of famine, illness, civil war, ethnic 

strife, and impoverished people around the world.  So there is no end of opportunities to care.  Many in 

the world live with constant insecurity; not just of bodily threat, but for clean sustainable water, enough 

food, for shelter and protection from the elements, and for community and spiritual peace. 

 

The quilts we make are laughable and don’t measure up to our standard for comfort.  "Quilt" may be a 

misuse of the word, and some might wonder whether the effort is worth it. (This is definitely not fine 

sewing.)  We try to reuse what others have no need of.  One thing is sure:  there will never be two alike 

and they seem to have a certain charm that only our Lord can inspire.   

 

90+ quilts were created since last Easter when we shipped to Lutheran World Relief.  These went to 

CCSC Emergency Services Center at the end of October in time to be distributed before the cold snaps 

that seem to come starting in November.  It may mean CCSC will not have to purchase as many blankets 

for this Winter. 

 

Considering how little some have, we raise a small prayer for the recipients of these quilts to have hope 

in knowing that someone cared and peace in knowing that God provides. 

 

May he bless the recipients with 

comfort and make someone a little 

warmer when it's cold; give a little 

shade from the blazing sun; make 

the hard ground a little softer; and 

provide a carrier for life's meager 

possessions.   



PAGE 12 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

My friend Bobby’s life was set to a soundtrack. We worked together screen printing t-shirts for a couple 

of summers, listening to the radio the whole time. Some days it seemed like every song that came on 

brought back a memory and a story from Bobby. Isn’t it wonderful how music can do that for you? 

Songs have this amazing ability to crawl into your brain and roll around inside and come out at the most 

amazing moments. Music can bring smiles and tears, memories of joy and sorrow. 

While not everyone has a soundtrack of their life, music is often more important and more significant to 

people than they might realize. Seems to me this is one of the reasons there can be so many debates, 

discussions and even arguments about music in church. Like it or not everyone has an opinion about 

what songs and hymns should be played and sung. Everyone has an opinion about whether there 

should be an organ leading the singing or a guitar or if drums should be allowed at all. 

Of course trying to keep 50 or 100 or 200 or more people “happy” or “pleased” or even just content with 

the musical selections in the church can be a challenge. With so many opinions, and some of them very 

strong and vocal opinions, this is a hopeless task. 

So today I want to invite you to try a new spiritual discipline: in church sing songs you hate. 

First off, enjoy the opportunity to be in a group of people where it is socially acceptable to sing in public. 

There are not that many times in life where it is okay to sing, but the church is one of those. Sing 

whenever you get the chance. Let the music flow through your body, from your lungs out your mouth. 

Let the music help the words to sink into your soul. 

But singing is just the beginning. The next step is this: when they start singing that song you do not like, 

that song that just grates on your nerves, the one you know will come floating back through your mind. 

The next time they start singing that song, don’t shut down. Don’t close the book or look away from the 

screen or try and tune it out. Instead look around, find that one person in the room who is moved by the 

music. Find that person singing with everything they have. Once you see them, don’t sing for yourself. 

Sing for them. 

Make your singing your gift to your brother or sister in Christ. 

Of course if being together for worship with the people of God is just something you do for yourself so 

you can get what you need to get through the next week don’t bother. If worship is for you and you 

alone, even if you are standing there in the middle of a hundred people, you don’t need to sing a note. 

Let the people around you do the heavy lifting. Let them sing the songs and you can just be at peace. 

But if worship is something you do together, if the people around you are a gift to you and your 

presence in some way is a gift to them, then sing to the best of your ability. And sing especially those 

songs you would rather 

not sing at all. Sing the 

songs you hate as a gift 

to those around 

you. May you be blessed 

when those same songs 

return to you with a word 

of faith, hope, and grace 

later in the day. 

(Written by Paul Walters, 

pastor of Lutheran Church 

of the Master in Troy, 

Michigan.) 

Songs You Hate 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Lutheran Schools Fill the Gap 
by Christine Donahue, Gulf Coast Synod Mission Interpreter Coordinator 

Many children in the Central African Republic have no school to attend. But thousands of students can 

now attend a “Village School” started by the Lutheran church in that country – and supported in part by 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) members. 

 

Susan Smith, an ELCA missionary serving with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Central African 

Republic as an adviser to the Village School Program, says there are now 20 primary schools in areas 

where there aren’t any government schools. The program supports the schools and teachers by helping 

create parent organizations, visiting classrooms to give teachers feedback, and providing quarterly 

exams. 

 

As in any school, parental involvement is important, but in these schools it is the lifeblood. “Parents pay 

half of the teachers’ salaries and the Village School Program pays the rest,” says Smith. “Parents are also 

responsible for building temporary classrooms, which have wooden supports and a straw roof.” The 

goal is to eventually have permanent buildings. And while the ELCA funds much of the construction of 

the building, parents are responsible for collecting stones and sand and making mud bricks, Smith says. 

Today, thanks to ELCA member contributions, the Village School Program educates over 3,000 students, 

and, Smith adds, “The schools often have a better reputation for quality than the nearby government 

schools.” 

 

Your gifts to our ELCA fund missionaries like Susan Smith as they work hand in hand with our neighbors 

around the world. Thank you! As a companion synod to the Lutheran Church in the Central African 

Republic, you are helping to change these children’s lives.  

 

Learn more about ELCA Global Church Sponsorship at www.ELCA.org/globalchurch.  

Reformation and...All that Jazz 2013 

Friday, November 8 

Great fun, food, and fellowship! Drinks and 

appetizers begin at 6:30 PM followed by a full 

fajita buffet style dinner around 7:00 PM at the 

Cadillac Bar. Music entertainment provided by 

Jazz Sunday will surround the evening. 

 

Live and Silent Auctions - with lots of great 

items! 

 

It’s a great time to celebrate our mutual 

ministry as a synod. No business conducted, 

just GREAT FELLOWSHIP! Purchase tickets 

online today at gulfcoastsynod.org/allthatjazz. 

Tickets are $45 per person for entry, food, and 

entertainment. Event proceeds to support the 

ministries of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod. 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—November 2013 

9:00 

 

November 3 November 10 November 17 November 24 

Acolytes 2 Lillian Williams 

Daniel Farner 

Harrison Funchess 

Thomas Huwyler 

Helen Hecht 

Annabelle Allen 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Marlaena Dobbins 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Awny & Elaine Gabriel 

Asst Minister 1 Eric Lerch Bob Medlen Bob Medlen Holly Hruska-Spratlin 

Ushers 4 Jon & Nancy Holmes Eric Lerch  

Karen Ellison 

The Paulsons Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Tim & Luetta Allen 

 

Outreach Board Melinda & Dylan 

McGouldrick 

Common 

Grounds 

Social Ministry  

Board 

Social Ministry  

Board 

Social Ministry  

Board 

Social Ministry  

Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Altar Guild 2 Diana Freeman 

Suzanne  Fisbeck 

Diana Rettig 

Barbara Hodde 

Diana Rettig 

Barbara Hodde 

Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

11:15 November 3 November 10 November 17 November 24 

Acolyte Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell 

Crucifer Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit 

Lector Joann Welton Janice Kolosseus Charles Porter Rebecca Koch 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Carl Watson 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Carl Watson 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Asst Minister Joann Welton Tiffany Stone Tiffany Stone Carol Strawn 

Ushers 4 Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Art Grove 

Melvin Richter 

William Freeman 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Melvin Richter 

Sharon Richter 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Lucille Galassini 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Outreach Board 

Visitor Center Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Altar Guild 2 Diana Freeman 

Suzanne  Fisbeck 

Diana Rettig 

Barbara Hodde 

Diana Rettig 

Barbara Hodde 

Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 

trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 



November Calendar Events 

 

1 Friday –  8:30 AM Classical Conversations Home School (FC)  / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

2 Saturday –  All Day Bellaire Recycles (Loftin Park) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

3 Sunday– 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 

2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) /3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM  Confirmation (FH) / 4:30 PM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) 

 

4 Monday  – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) 

 

5 Tuesday  – All Day Democratic Election Specialist (FC Gym) / 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 

3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

6 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters  (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (101) /  

7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Bible Study (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

8 Friday –  8:30 AM Classical Conversations Home School (FC) / 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 7:00 PM Soul Sister Women’s Gathering / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

9 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  /  

4:30 PM Soul Sister Women’s Gathering Ends / 6:00 PM High Schoolers Lazer Tag 

 

10 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM Congregational Meeting (FC Gym) / 

2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) / 4:30 PM SonShine Children’s Choir (Sanc) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) /  

7:30 PM Young Adults (Pub)lic Theology (GingerMan) 

 

11 Veterans Day Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   

 

12 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) /  

6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

13 Wednesday –  9:00 AM LWR Quilters  (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:45 PM Bellaire Moms of Multiples (101) /  

7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Bible Study (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Thursday –   8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Friday –  All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 8:30 AM Classical Conversations Homeschool (FC) / 7:00 PM Family Camp (Lutherhill) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

16 Saturday –  All Day Family Camp (Lutherhill) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) /  

3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

17 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) /  

1:00 PM Return Home From Family Camp/ 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) 

 

18 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

19 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) /  

6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101) / 7:00PM Faith House Board Meeting (108) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

20 Wednesday –  9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Bible Study (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

21 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse Program (302) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

22 Friday–  8:30 AM Classical Conversations Homeschool (FC) / 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 7:00 PM Middle School Retreat (Lutherhill) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

23 Saturday– All Day Middle School Retreat (Lutherhill) / 8:45 AM Food Pantry (Gethsemane) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

24 Sunday –  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 9:30 AM Thrivent Bagel Sunday (FH) / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /  

11:15 AM High Schoolers Feed Homeless / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 1:00 PM Middle School Returns from Lutherhill /  

2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) 

 

25 Monday –   3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

26 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) /  

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

27 Wednesday –  9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA  

 

28 Thanksgiving Thursday –  All Day Office/DS/MDO Closed / 12:00 PM Community Thanksgiving Day Feast (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

29 Friday–  All Day Office/DS/MDO Closed / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

30 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
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