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Sunday Mornings 
 9:30 AM - The Gathering 

Learning Groups for all ages 

10:30 - Fellowship  

11:00 AM - Heritage 

Learning Groups for all ages 

 

 

                                               

                               CELEBRATION SUNDAY  

                               October 9  

                                    

                               Catered lunch at 12:15 PM  

                               in the Faith Center  
 

 

 

 

The Stepping Out in Faith capital campaign improvements are in full swing!  

 

Thanks to the generous commitments during last year’s campaign, we have been able to  

complete renovations to the Day School, Fellowship Hall, Narthex and Sanctuary.   

 

Stepping Out in Faith is our opportunity to provide for those people yet to come – for new 

generations whose lives will be changed because of what we are doing today. 

 

Sunday, October 9, will be Celebration Sunday at Faith. We will celebrate God’s goodness in 

our lives and in our congregation as we come to the end of the first year of Stepping Out in 

Faith.  Pastor Jeff Kjellberg will be with us in worship and we will all enjoy a catered lunch in 

the Faith Center immediately after the 11:00 AM Heritage service. During our luncheon, 

George Amundson and Tom Dorman will present the new proposed mission frame which will 

guide us in the years to come. 

 

Each member is asked to bring the response card  that will be mailed to your home  to either 

of the services on October 9 to commit to giving for the upcoming year.   
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Thanks to all of you for your faithful giving  

and thanks for all that you do to make  

Faith Lutheran so alive and so important to 

the world.   



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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"Jesus said to [Thomas], 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life.   

No one comes to the Father except through me.'". 

        John 14:6 

 

I was sitting in the sanctuary of First Lutheran Church in Galveston when it hit me like a ton of bricks.   

 

For months I had been praying every morning for guidance as we began our life together as pastor and 

people here at Faith.  Through many long one-on-one conversations with many different members and 

friends of the congregation, I had been listening for what Faith Lutheran was really about.  Through 16 

conversations with the pastor during Lent, a Saturday together praying and working with the book of 

Acts, a Sunday afternoon thinking about new currents and paradigm shifts in Christian learning—through 

all of this, I was listening for the right language that would capture what God has long been up to through 

the ministry of our congregation. 

 

All of a sudden, listening to the reading of the gospel at the synod assembly worship service, I heard 

these words from John.  But I heard them differently than I had ever heard them before.  Suddenly it 

occurred to me that there was a richness to these words that I had never seen.  I had often heard them as 

words of comfort but suddenly that evening they became marching orders.  I had heard them as 

reassurance but suddenly they were transformed into a challenge. 

 

Jesus spoke these words to Thomas.  Thomas.  Thomas made famous by being the only disciple to miss 

Jesus' first post-resurrection appearance in John 20.  When he heard the news that his brothers shared 

with him, he spoke the line that speaks the truth for the vast majority of unbelieving Americans—"Unless 

I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in his side, I will not believe."  So it was, merely 

for speaking the truth, his own truth, his own unadulterated unfiltered reality, he got the tag "Doubting 

Thomas."  But it was to THIS same Thomas that Jesus came out of hiding—I AM the way, truth and life. 

 

A week later (or many centuries later for you and I), Jesus showed up again.  There is no question in 

reading the flow of that appearance (John 20:26-29), that Jesus specifically chose to show up again 

precisely for Thomas' sake.  One more time Jesus came through doors that were shut and immediately 

Jesus invited Thomas to touch him.  Thomas declares his belief and Jesus says to him, to them and to us, 

"Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 

to believe?". 

 

I have no idea how many times I have read those verses but it took until now before I put the pieces 

together.  Jesus appeared to the disciples to commission them to carry on his work of forgiving, 

reconciling, healing love.  And he appeared again to make sure that Thomas—to make sure that we all– 

are fully on the team. 

 

All my life I have understood Jesus' earlier declaration to Thomas as a kind of claim of Christian 

exclusivism—I am the way, and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me– 

but suddenly now I see them as a challenge.  Since we have been baptized into the Body of Christ, we 

(broadly understood at the whole Church, more locally understood as we of Faith Lutheran Church) now 

represent Jesus in the world. 

 

We re-present Jesus in the world.  We are the ones called to ignore the locked doors of fear and shame 

and all that binds us in this broken world.  We are the ones now called to bring the loving presence of 

Jesus into a Doubting Thomas world, a Doubting Thomas world that lives inside of each of us even as it 

surrounds us everywhere.  If this world is to see Jesus, then we need to show up.  Now that is a challenge 

that I can devote my life to.   

 

Pastor's Class 
 

Every Wednesday at 

7:00 PM in the Faith 

Center I lead a Bible 

study on the text I 

will use for my 

message the 

following Sunday. 

 

On certain Sundays, I 

will teach various 

topics immediately 

after the Heritage 

worship service.  

Since these sessions 

will include lunch 

(and child care), I'll 

ask participants to 

sign up ahead of time 

so we can be 

prepared.   

 

Here is the schedule 

of Pastor's Classes 

during October. 

 

October 23 

First Communion 

 

This class is for 

families with children 

desiring to begin 

receiving Holy 

Communion and 

anyone interested in 

learning more about 

the Lutheran 

understanding of the 

sacraments. 

 

October 30 

First Steps @ Faith 

 

First Steps is a fresh 

look at the Christian 

faith for members 

and those interested 

in membership at 

Faith. 



They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer.  Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts.  They broke bread 

in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the  

favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved.  

(Acts 2:42 & 46 -47) 

I have sung the words of Psalm 51:10 – 12          

hundreds of times:  “Create in me a clean heart, O 

God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me 

not away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy 

Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation and uphold me with thy free spirit.”   

I always wondered why we asked for clean hearts 

after giving our offerings.  When we give our    

treasures to the church, God knows where our 

heart is.  Our treasures are something that we 

value and by giving to God, we are showing our 

love for him.   

Mark Allen Powell in his book Giving to God states 

that the essence of faith is worship and the         

essence of worship is sacrifice.   

On October 9 when we walk up to the altar with 

our pledges, we are expressing our love for God.  

We have shown our love for him, and in the words 

of Psalm 51 we are asking him to change our heart 

and restore our relationship with him.  

Update information through 09/11/2011 

 

Total number of responders                         142 

Total 3-Year Commitment                   $1,111,594.00 

Total received thru  09/11/2011          $631,177.94 

 

                                                                                                

Week of September 11, 2011 YTD 

 

Offering Received for Operating Budget                

$8,089                  $500,935 

 

Needed to meet Budget                                          

$15,106                $574,028 

 

Actual Offering vs. Needed to Meet 2011 Budget 

$7,017                 -$73,093 

Stewardship Corner 

By Doug Elsen, Chair of the Board of Stewardship and Finance 
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The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is to follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love.  This is the new 

mission statement that lies wrapped up in the heart of the mission frame that George Amundson and Tom Dorman will be 

presenting to the congregation during the month of October.  Now you know where part to those words come from. 

 

What is worship but an opportunity to express and grow in faith, to be renewed in hope, to sense God's love? 

 

What is learning but an arena to build a foundation of faith, see our hope restored, and grow in love for God and for these 

around us? 

 

What is healing but discovering a faith that works, hope in the face of despair, and love that breaks down dividing walls? 

 

I hope as many of you as possible take time to attend one of the seven gatherings where George and/or Tom will be laying out 

the proposed mission frame for our work together.   

 

"Now faith, hope and love abide, these three, and the greatest of these is love."  1 Corinthians 13:13 
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Well, our 1st Season of Learning is in full swing.   

By now, people are beginning to figure out what 

their options are for Sunday learning and the dust 

is beginning to settle.  Many heartfelt thanks to all 

those who had an open mind and heart for new 

ideas and possibilities as we work together to  

effectively equip our parents and grandparents to 

be confident faith leaders in their homes.  Together 

we continue to strive to be meaningful and useful 

in God’s world. 
 

The weather is FINALLY starting to change as well,  

and if you are anything like me, that means  

camping is right around the corner!  I want to  

encourage and invite you to participate in Faith 

Family Camp that is happening November 4-6 at 

Camp Lutherhill. 
 

Who goes to Family Camp?    You do! 
 

As we have heard over the past month in Pastor 

Kerry’s Family Sermon Series, “family” means a 

whole lotta things.  So if you are single, you are a 

family, divorced - family, grandparents - family, 

young couple with no kids - family, empty nesters 

- family, single parent - family, aunt or uncle who is 

actively engaged with your nieces and nephews - 

family.  Let’s get together away from our every day, 

busy lives and take some time to simplify and 

breathe. 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

If you are not a dedicated camper, good news!  

Everyone stays in clean, air controlled cabins.  And 

if your family is running low on cash, good news!  

We have scholarship monies available to ensure 

that every family is able to participate.   

We are family - let’s take a family vacation  

together! 
 

Blessings on your head! 

Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Finleys at Fam-

ily Camp last year! 

Mark Your Calendars Now for Faith Family Camp at Lutherhill! 
 

When?   November 4-6, 2011 
 

Where?   Camp Lutherhill in LaGrange, Texas 
 

Why?   Does a typical week for you and the family leave you exhausted? Join Mike Rinehart, 

Bishop of the TX-LA Gulf Coast Synod for an intergenerational retreat at Camp Lutherhill.  

 Watch your family light up as you sing, play, laugh, and learn through the simple fun of 

camp. 

* Arrive Friday at 8:00 PM and depart Sunday at 11:00 AM. 

* Bishop Mike Rinehart, Leader 

* Activities include: worship, fellowship, high ropes course, campfire & s’mores, arts &    

     crafts, canoeing, archery, polar bear swim, and front porch sittin’. 

 

How?   Cost: $70 per person 13 and older / $40 per person under 13 years 

 Complete the registration form on the next page and return to Jennifer Finley OR  

 register online and just let Jennifer know that you and/or your family will be attending. 

 * Scholarship $$ is always available for those who need and request it.  Just contact  

    Jennifer Finley 
 

What Else?   Family and friends are welcome.  There are plenty of meaningful and fun activities for all.  

  Can’t wait to see you out there! 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  9   



���� 

Faith Lutheran Church, Bellaire, Texas 
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The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is 

our refuge.  Selah.  (Psalm 46:7) 
 

One of the amazing things about music is its  

dialogue with silence.  Whenever choral or      

instrumental music is written, there are places 

where notes are omitted for voices or  

instruments; they’re called “rests.”  They give  

the singer or musician an opportunity in which 

to breathe in and out, to anticipate what comes 

next. 
 

Do you wake up each morning, as I do, to the 

sound of the radio or television?  Do you, as I do, 

drive or ride in a car in which music is heard via 

the radio, a CD, an MP3 player, or an iPod?   

Now, reflect on your experiences after Hurricane 

Ike when millions of us were without electricity.  

Did the absolute quiet—no television, no air  

conditioning, not even the sound of the  

refrigerator—make you anxious, as it did me,  

or was it a calming experience? 
 

In conversation, we’re often aware of “awkward” 

silence.  A familiar tenet of negotiation:  “After a 

period of silence, whoever speaks, loses.”   

Perhaps that’s because we who lose such  

negotiations are so uncomfortable in the silence 

that we will say anything—even, “Of course, I’ll 

pay above invoice for that car!”—to make the 

silence end. 
 

I think that most of us would agree that God 

speaks to us in silence, including in worship.  

There are specific places of silence in our  

When Silence is Awkward and When It Is Golden 
by Alan Balius 

worship.  Those instances are noted in the  

bulletin, on the projection screen, and in  

Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  Even (especially?) 

as a church musician, I consider those silences to 

be golden, not awkward, and restful.   

How wonderful a notion that we can rest in the 

Lord as we worship! 
 

The Hebrew word “selah” appears in thirty-eight 

of the 150 Psalms, and, although the ancient 

word is almost impossible to translate, the most 

agreed-upon definition is “pause and reflect.”  

Here are two examples:   I acknowledged my sin 

to thee, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, "I 

will confess my transgressions to the LORD"; then 

thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin. Selah.  

(Psalm 32:5)  Let the nations be glad and sing for 

joy, for thou dost judge the peoples with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. Selah. (Psalm 

67:4)   
 

Like me, have you ever overreacted to something 

read or said or sung or preached in worship  

without “pausing and reflecting?”  Like me, have 

you ever hit the email “send” button before 

“pausing and reflecting” on the true meaning of 

a casual comment?   
 

Silence may, at times, seem awkward, even in 

worship.  I’m going to try to listen for and  

appreciate those golden moments of silence, 

planned and unplanned, as venues for the  

leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you all! 

What is Scarier than Halloween?... 

Needing blood and there isn’t any! 

 

Once again Faith will be hosting a blood drive on October 16.  Every time you give blood you give life 

and hope to at least three other patients. If you are in good health,  17 or older, weight at least 110 

pounds ( or 16 and weigh at lest 121 pounds and have your parent’s permission) you can be a lifesaver! 

 

Please remember to sign up in the narthex or online at www.giveblood.org (site 1037) so there is     

adequate staff and minimal waiting time. If you are unable to donate, you can still participate by      

helping with snacks and a light lunch for the blood center staff, preparing the room the night before,    

or inviting a friend or relative who can donate to do so. 

If you have any questions, please contact Linda Lamb at 713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com 

Blood Drive 

October 16, 2011 





Everyone is welcome!  

 

Bring a lunch and stay for the wonderful desserts 

and fellowship.   

 

For any questions or further information, please 

contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle is a group of women who meet 

monthly for fellowship and learning.  We meet on 

the first Thursday of every month. Our next meeting 

will be on October 6 at 10:00 AM, in the  

Conference Room (101). 

 

Pastor Nelson leads our learning time.  In October 

he will  guide us in looking more deeply into the 

meaning of "grace" - the biblical roots and the 

meaning of grace for our lives as God's children. 

 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Read Matthew 16:1-12 

  

Many people in this world deny that God  

exists.  They claim they won't believe in Him 

unless they get some proof.  They want a sign that 

He is there. 

  

The apostle Paul said in Romans 1:20 that God's 

"eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 

world, in the things that have been made."  The 

moon, the stars, the animal kingdom, people -- all 

show the work of a loving God in their design.  But 

people still refuse to see it. 

  

Jesus faced a similar problem with His crit-

ics.  They wanted Him to show them a sign, some-

thing that proved He was the Son of God.  In spite 

of all He had already done -- the miracles, the 

teaching, the fulfillment of prophesy --  

they refused to see the truth about Him. 

  

God shows us Himself every day in the created 

world around us.  As great and awesome as that 

is, God has given us a special revelation in Jesus 

Christ.  Through the gift of His Spirit, we can see 

His hand at work in our own lives as He makes us 

new creations in Jesus.   

 

The handiwork of God in creation becomes a 

richer blessing to us as we live our lives as new 

creations redeemed by Christ the Lord who died 

for our sin. 

  
Pray:   Lord, open my eyes to see Your love and 

activity in my life.  Thank You for the beauty in this 

world that shows Your creative hand at 

work.  Amen. 

Prayer Corner 

Open Your Eyes 
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Women’s Connection’s next monthly meeting will be Tuesday, 

October 4 at 9:30 AM. We don't have a specific service project 

lined up yet, so let's meet right outside the church office.  

Women’s Connection is a group of about a dozen women from 

the church, ranging in age, talent and interests who come          

together once a month to perform a church service project.  

Afterwards they go to lunch together in the Bellaire area.  

They always welcome new members! It’s a fun and rewarding 

way to serve the church, get to know other women in the 

church and try out some great restaurants! 

Women’s Connection 



It is so nice to have the hustle and bustle of larger groups of children again!  Everyone has  acclimated 

well and we are ready to push forward with developing student minds! 

 

In mid-September most of our teachers attended the Houston Area Association for the Education of 

Young Children, (HAAEYC), conference to earn eight of their required twenty-four continuing education 

hours.  They attended sessions dealing with Guidance, Family and Community Relationships,              

Professional Practice, Curriculum, and Growth and Development. 

 

Our Open House was well attended and everyone enjoyed the annual display of “creations”.            

Creations are formed from a bag of identical recyclables sent home with each child.  Families are asked 

to create an art project using what is provided and adding only glue and paint.  This is a family project 

with input from each and every family member.  The results are phenomenal.  Each classroom         

highlighted a learning center to show families different ways to learn from working in each center.        

A poster was displayed listing all of the benefits a child receives from working in that particular center. 

 

This month, our units of study include Fall, community helpers, safety, Halloween, and Germany.      

Both the Fire and Police Departments will visit us during the month of October. Miss Marilee’s class will 

be performing for Oktoberfest during this busy month.  The parents in her classroom are invited to the 

show and to have an authentic German lunch with us following the performance.   

 

Thank you to all who continually support us with Boxtops 4 Education, recyclables, volunteerism,       

and prayers. 

 

 

 

“Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and for evermore!  From the 

rising of the sun to its setting the name of the Lord is to be praised!” 

Psalms 113:2-3 

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Congratulations Julie Fu! 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Julie Fu, our Faith Lutheran Day 

School’s  Teacher of the Month, sat 

down and answered a few questions 

about herself to let people know 

more about her: 

 

Name: Julie Fu 

What age do you teach and for how 

long?  I teach the three and a half and 

four year olds. I have been working at 

Faith Lutheran Day School for 17 

years. 

 

What are your hobbies?  I love to 

swim, sing and take long walks. 

 

Tell us about your family life:  I was 

born in Indonesia and lived there for 

32 years. I moved to the United States 

to join the rest of my family and have 

lived here for 25 years.   

I have been married for 30 years. We 

have one daughter and one son and 

two grandsons. 

 

 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot 

of people know about you?  I have a 

wonderful father-in-law who lives in 

Taiwan and he will turn 102 years old 

in October 2011. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  

As a little girl, I always admired my 

teachers and wished that one day I 

could become one and my dream has 

come true! 

 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  1 0   
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Launch Day and Faith Family Picnic    
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      A Great New Beginning  

We Are  

Family Tree 

The Zunkers 

The Keller/Nelsons 
The Kruegers 

The Farners 

The Baliuses 

The Condits 

The Finleys 
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Candle  Lighting for Mental Illness Week 

During October (Mental Illness Awareness month) our congregation will participate in the All Lutheran Candle lighting for 

Mental illness and the Board of Social Ministries will have a display and brochures in the Narthex. For more information on 

Mental Illness Awareness week please visit http://www.nami.org/Template.cfm?

Section=Mental_Illness_Awareness_Week&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=103726     



Faith Lutheran Church has something very special. Every Sunday at The Gathering service a group of  

talented and dedicated musicians come together to sing, pray, and lead the congregation in corporate 

worship. The Faith Alive! Band is made up of people that sing, play acoustic guitar, electric guitar, drums, 

bass guitar, and keyboard. Everyone in the band is not only dedicated and hard-working, but they are 

also talented and gifted musicians. Each one offers their best to God and serves the church community 

with a joyful humility. A lot of churches struggle to have enough musicians to have a full band. Faith is 

blessed with a great group of musicians who make our band happen every week. 

 

But we need help. The Faith Alive! Band doesn’t have a monitor system. If you’ve ever been to a live 

music event, or watched live music on television, you’ve seen a monitor system. They usually come in 

two varieties: stage monitors (the large black speaker boxes that sit on the stage in front of the          

musician) or in-ear-monitors (the small devices that musicians wear in their ear). Monitors are a crucial 

part of any musician’s live presentation. They allow the musician to hear themselves and each other 

better so they can play with more rhythmic accuracy and better intonation. 

 

We need your help to purchase an in-ear-monitor system for Faith Alive! Band. We don’t have the room 

needed to use a floor speaker monitor system (plus they would add to the volume level in the room). 

The in-ear-monitor system is the ideal solution. I have developed a proposal for the purchase of an    

Aviom in-ear-monitor system which will cost $3,500.00. The in-ear-monitor system is something that 

Faith Alive! Band desperately needs and will facilitate the playing and singing of every musician in the 

band.  

 

We need your help raising the funds for this 

in-ear-monitor system. Our excellent team of 

musicians deserve to have quality equipment 

as they use their gifts in serving our            

congregation through worship leadership. If 

you’d like to support Faith Alive! Band you 

can make a donation through your offering by 

designating it for “monitor system.” If you’d 

like to hear more about the Aviom in-ear-

monitor system, I’d be happy to provide more 

details about how it works.  
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FaithSong—a fun, intergenerational ensemble singing modern music! 

For anyone 6th grade and up! 

FaithSong is a new choral ensemble that will specifically be singing modern and global music. FaithSong is for anyone 6th grade and 

up, including adults of all ages. FaithSong is the evolution of the Youth Choir into something that is a bit more experimental and    

intergenerational. So if you used to sing in the Youth Choir, this is for you. And if you’re a parent, grandparent, or young adult that 

likes to sing, then this is for you too. The new group will sing at The Gathering service (9:30 AM) about once a month. FaithSong will 

combine with Faith Choir to sing at Heritage service on special occasions like Reformation Day as well. FaithSong has rehearsals on 

Sundays at 3:00 PM in the Choir Room (208). FaithSong will rehearse from 3:00 PM to around 3:55 PM and then have ice cream!   

After our ice cream break, students interested in having a part in the Charlie Brown Christmas presentation will practice from 4:00 

PM to 4:30 PM with Alan Balius. If you need more information please contact Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship at cfaulk-

ner@faithchurchfamily.org. 

Faith Alive! Band Wants to Sound Awesome (But Need Your Help)  

by Clayton Faulkner 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  1 0   
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is to 

provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 

 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents.  

We offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children will be   

involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an opportunity to grow 

socially.  

 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information. 

The family of Ray Freels would like to express our sincere appreciation for the love and support given to Ray during his illness. 

We thank you all for the many prayers you lifted to God on his behalf, and for the calls, visits and food he received. 

 

We were comforted by Pastor Kerry’s message, the inspiring music and thank all who assisted in the service. A special thanks  

to those who provided and prepared the lovely luncheon after the service. Your sympathy cards, memorials, flowers and food 

were gratefully received and appreciated. We are blessed to be a part of such a Christian family like Faith.  

 

In Christ, 

Geneva Freeels 

Congratulations, Brittany Reuth! 

Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 

Brittany Reuth, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the 

Month, sat down and answered a few questions about 

herself to let people know more about her: 

Name: Brittany Reuth 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I teach the 

two and a half year olds. I have been working off and on  

at Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  for eight years. 

 

What are your hobbies?  My hobbies include going to 

school for Business Project Management, relaxing, 

watching movies, and hanging out with friends and   

family. 

Tell us about your family life:  I am from Houston and 

live with my best friend as a roommate. 

 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know 

about you?  A fun fact about me is that I used to ride 

horses when I was younger. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I’m inspired to be a 

teacher because I love innocent children are. I want to 

help them learn and grow into great people. 

Thank You! 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—October 2011 

9:30 October 2 October 9 October 16 October 23 October 30 

Acolytes 2 Zachary & Jacob Boihem Michael & Daniel Farner Tommie & Stephanie 

Huwlyer 

Helen Hecht 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Harrison Funchess 

Connor Murphy 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Keely Keller 

Dewayne Hahn 

Wendy & Dave Farner Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Barbara McDowell 

Nancy & Jon Holmes 

Asst Minister 1  Dottie Wichmann    

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

The Pualson Family Leslie, Bill, Samuel & 

Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael & 

Daniel Farner 

Laura, Stephen, Nathan, 

& Zachary Michaud 

The Paulson Family 

Greeters 2 

 

     

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

Todd Janicek 

Alison Obr 

Alexis Salazar 

Parker Grimsby 

Kristen Krueger 

Alison Obr 

Kristen Krueger 

Alison Obr 

Kristen Krueger 

Barbara McDowell 

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Barbara Hodde 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Barbara Hodde 

Diana Freeman 

Susan Tallman 

Diana Freeman 

Susan Tallman 

Janis Frnka 

Susan Tallman 

11:00 October 2 October 9 October 16 October 23 October 30 

Acolyte Natalie Dorman Thomas Menke Emma Keller Tyler Grimsby Justin Hollenberg 

Crucifer Pierce Dorman Elizabeth Menke Thomas Menke Quinn Otte Andrew Hollenberg 

Lector Susan Ashley Sharon Richter Paul Scheffel Mardi Mayerhoff Melanie Palmer 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Don Hodde 

Barbara Hodde 

Don Hodde 

Barbara Hodde 

Don Hodde 

Barbara Hodde 

Don Hodde 

Barbara Hodde 

Don Hodde 

Barbara Hodde 

Asst Minister Done Hodde Sharon Richter Melanie Palmer Myra Condit Karen Elsen 

Ushers 4 Pat Adams 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Pat Adams 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Pat Adams 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Pat Adams 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Pat Adams 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Greeters 2      

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

Matt Grove Terry Amundson 

Cathie Pett 

Todd Janicek Todd Janicek 

Parker Grimsby 

Terry Amundson 

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Barbara Hodde 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Barbara Hodde 

Diana Freeman 

Susan Tallman 

Diana Freeman 

Susan Tallman 

Janis Frnka 

Susan Tallman 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 
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New Program Staff  
  

We are excited to announce three new additions to the Lutherhill Staff.     

Libby Jones, Program Director I grew up in 

Bryan/College Station, Texas and didn't stray far from 

home when I decided to attend Texas A&M University. 

I graduated in May 2011 with a degree in Business 

Management. Camping and the outdoor ministries 

experience have been a long time love of mine and it 

all sparked when I first attended summer camp as a 

child. I was blessed to have had the opportunity to 

work at Lutherhill for five incredible summers and I am 

thrilled to be able to carry on my passion for 

Lutherhill's ministry as the Program Director. I thrive 

on staying busy but when I take time to relax I 

enjoying painting, cooking, going on road trips and discovering new things.      

Austin Demny, Program Intern Howdy! My name is Austin 

Demny and I'm from the great metropolis of La Grange, 

Tx.  I recently graduated from Texas A&M University 

 majoring in Sport Management and double minoring in 

Business and Recreation, Parks, and Tourism Sciences. Fun 

fact: I'm terrible at writing bios or anything describing 

myself, but here goes nothing. I'm a pretty easy going 

person for the most part, and I am very easily amused. 

The most ridiculous things make me laugh, yet I'm not 

that funny unless I'm on a roll. I love being out in God's 

creation because it gives me a glimpse of the Creator. I 

have never been awed by anything as much as I am by the night sky. I even own the Discovery Channel hit 

series "How the Universe Works". It's embarrassing. I believe that Dr. Pepper is God's gift to mankind. 

Delicious. Yet I dislike cavities. It's a quandary on my soul. To sum it all up, I am inexplicably excited to be a 

Program Intern at Lutherhill this year! I can only imagine the lessons that I will learn this year about myself 

professionally, and in Christ. I don't know yet what God has planned for me, but I could not be more 

blessed to be where I am now. 

Hannah Schawe, Program Intern  I have been a camper 

at Lutherhill since I was in elementary school and have 

spent 4 summers working on staff. I recently graduated 

from Roanoke, a small college in Virginia, with a degree in 

English. The most valuable thing I learned while I was 

there is that I am not meant to live in cold weather. So I 

came back to my (dry and hot) Texas roots soon after 

graduation. Before deciding on an English major I 

considered the idea of being an art major because I 

absolutely love photography, I could spend hours upon 

hours in a dark room developing photos. I also love being 

outdoors in the LIGHT and one of my life goals is to hike the Appalachian trail from Georgia to Maine. 

Listening to music has always been one of my favorite things to do and I love finding new local bands. My 

favorite band is What Made Milwaukee Famous and I actually got the opportunity to meet them on my 

Dad's radio show in Houston.  It was one of the happiest days of my life. I feel extremely blessed to have 

been given the opportunity to work with such an amazing camp and I look forward to my next year in La 

Grange. 



"If you can't feed a hundred hungry people, feed just one." 

        - Mother Teresa 

On non-intergenerational learning Sundays this Season of Learning, our teens have the opportunity to participate in 

2 servant projects:  1) to make sack dinners to be passed out to homeless and 2) to make Grace Bags (explained below).   

If you would like to donate items for or cash towards the cost of these projects, please contact Jennifer Finley.   

Checks can be earmarked “youth homeless ministries.” 

Grace Bags - Create & Pray  
Never know what to do or where to look at a 

street light when there is a homeless person   

asking for $$?  As Christian people, called to  

serve our brothers and sisters, we can do better 

then look at our phones or fiddle with the radio! 
 

Our Faith Lutheran teens will be making “Grace 

Bags” as part of their servant projects during this 

Season of Learning. 
 

Grace Bags are large zip-lock bags filled with items that  

someone on the streets would need.  These are designed to be 

kept in your car to hand out en lue of money.  There will be 

stickers on the outside of the bags that say, “I am praying for 

you as I drive away and I hope you will do the same for me”  

(we are not the only ones with something to offer).  And this by 

far, is a more Christian way of responding to the needs of those 

on our streets. 
 

This project is scheduled for this Season of Learning only, but if 

FLC members decide it is something worth the investment  

(each bag costs approx. $3.50), we are happy to continue.   

Bags include: 

♥  1 - 16.9 oz bottle of drinking water 

♥  1 - 5 oz can of Vienna Sausages 

♥  1 - 4 oz can of fruit 

♥  1 - 7.5 oz Chef Boy-R-Dee meal 

♥  2 - 6 count cheese and peanut butter crackers 

♥  2 - .5 oz meat snack sticks (Jerky) 

♥  1 - Pocket size packet of tissues 

♥  1 - Pack of Juicy Fruit gum 

♥  2 - Individually wrapped hand-sanitizing wipes 

♥  1 - Restaurant pack of eating utensils with a napkin 

♥  1 - Prayer sticker 
 

If FLC decides it wants to continue this ministry, based on  

availability, the following will also be included: 

♥  1 - Pair of new socks 

♥  1 - Toothbrush 

♥  1 - Mini tube of toothpaste (often donated by dentist) 

♥  1 - Disposable razor 

♥  1 - Tube of lib balm 

♥  "Hotel-size" shampoo, lotion & combs 

Sack Dinners to Give Away 
♥ A recently released survey of the homeless 

population of Harris and Fort Bend counties 

indicates a 25 percent increase from the     

previous year. According to the Coalition for 

the Homeless of Houston/Harris County,     

volunteers counted more than 8,500 men, 

women and children, with more than half that 

number living in unsheltered conditions. 

♥ Equally disturbing is the high percentage of 

children who lack their own domiciles. The 

survey estimates 11,000 young people in the area either live 

in other people's homes or in shelters. A Houston Independ-

ent School District spokeswoman says nearly 4,000 students 

fall into that     category, a sharp jump from last year. 

♥ Nearly 13 million children in the United States live in        

families with incomes below the federal poverty level -

$20,650 a year for a family of four. (nccp.org) 
 

Why are there so many hungry people?  

The recession and resulting higher unemployment have caused 

people to lose their jobs and homes. Budget shortages to fund 

social services at local, state, and federal levels are also  

exacerbating the situation. Last year federal stimulus funds 

helped thousands of Houstonians get emergency housing     

assistance, but those dollars are now depleted. 
 

So here’s what FLC teens are going to do… 

Make sack dinners to pass out to those living under the Pierce 

elevated one Sunday afternoon in September, October, and 

November. 
 

Christ the King Lutheran Church does the same every other 

Friday, so we want to pick up one of the weeks that they will 

not be there to help fill the gap.   
 

The sack dinners will be made during the non-intergenerational 

learning groups on Sunday mornings by middle and high  

schoolers.  The dinners will be passed out by the high schoolers 

during their learning time on Sunday evening at 5:00 pm. If you 

would like to participate in that, please contact Alison Obr or 

Parker Grimsby. 
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On September 4, we celebrated Cora's baptism and officially     

welcomed her into our family of faith. However, we know that she 

was a member of our Faith family from the moment she was born, 

3 months too early and very sick.  

 

Cora has grown from a tiny 2 lbs 10 oz to a thriving, healthy baby 

who weighs over 12 pounds today. We know that a big part of her 

recovery comes from the prayers offered by members of our     

congregation.  

 

In the midst of our family's trauma, we were reminded how       

important is to be a part of a faithful community and got to see the 

church acting at its best. We want to thank each of you for praying, 

bringing food, taking part in the special offering, and providing 

loving support to our family in the past six months. We are blessed 

to be able to celebrate her baptism with each of you.  

 

With gratitude,  

Karl, Kristen and Cora Krueger 

 

It’s that time again! We need your help.  

 

There are many families throughout the Houston area who are struggling just to 

make ends meet.  It’s even more difficult with a small baby to take care of.   

 

Their needs are even greater and are in large demand. While food stamps and 

food pantries assist with food, we forget that there are other needs that babies 

have. That is why CCSC is holding the 2011 Diaper Drive. We are asking for      

diaper donations of all sizes. From preemies to toddlers.  

 

You may drop off  your donations here at Faith Lutheran. You can also make  a cash donation to CCSC 

and in the memo write “diaper drive” and drop it off at the Visitor’s Center here at Faith Lutheran on any 

Sunday.  The diaper drive will continue  for the month of October. 

 

For more information, please contact Lisa Griffith at 713-660-7660 or email tnlgriffith@sbcglobal.net.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to this diaper 

drive being a huge success! 

CCSC 2011 Diaper Drive 

Homecoming and Prom 

Dresses for Charity 

 

A Dress for Barbara is a non-profit  

organization that collects donated 

gently used prom and homecoming dresses from giving 

families. These dresses are redistributed to young 

women who otherwise would not be able to afford a 

dress for their own school dances. 

  

If you would like to donate dresses to A Dress for        

Barbara, please bring your dry cleaned gown(s) to       

Jennifer's office.  She will make sure that it gets to the 

right group. Please also invite your friends to              

generously donate their dresses as well.  

 

For questions or more information about A Dress for 

Barbara, please contact Amy Brooks at 832-368-4353 or 

email Amy at adressforbarbara@gmail.com, or  

Facebook - A Dress for Barbara. 

 

Thank You from the Krueger’s 



Where does my offering go? 

 

Many people are unaware of 

the many ways that their 

offerings support ministry, not 

only at Faith, but far beyond. 

 

If you give $1 on a Sunday 

morning, about .94 cents stays 

here at Faith to pay for our 

staff, our ministry programs 

and the care of our campus. 

 

Roughly .06 cents is given to 

causes beyond Faith. 

 

.01 cent goes to places and 

ministries that we support as 

line items in our annual 

financial mission plan. 

 

.05 cents is sent to our synod 

office, the Texas/Louisiana Gulf 

Coast Synod. 

 

50% of what the synod 

receives supports the ministry 

of the synod office, staff and 

travel costs, rent for their 

office space, and a small 

portion also goes to specific 

line items for additional 

ministries that we support as 

an entire synod. 

 

The other 50% of what we 

send to the synod office is 

immediately forwarded to the 

national expression of the 

church, the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, to 

their office in Chicago. 

 

Roughly 80% of the ministry of 

the ELCA national expression 

of the church is supported by 

congregational giving.  The 

remaining 20% is funded by 

direct giving to specific 

ministry areas, the ELCA 

Foundation and private gifts. 

 

The ELCA office supports the 

work of the staff in Chicago, 

extensions of their staff 

through missionaries serving 

throughout the world, starting 

and redeveloping new mission 

congregations in the United 

States, and various forms of 

direct congregational support. 

 

In a normal year, the synod 

office receives about $900,000 

from their 120+ congregations.  

About $450,000 is sent to 

Chicago. 

 

And in a normal year, from 

$50,000 to $100,000 comes 

right back to our synod in the 

form of financial support for 

new and redeveloping 

congregations. 

 

At every expression of the 

church, every effort is made to 

use stewardship dollars wisely 

and stretch them as far as they 

can go.   

 

As we prepare to return our 

estimates of giving for the next 

year—on October 9—let's be 

mindful that every gift we give 

goes far beyond us in 

advancing the kingdom of God. 
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Planning to pay for college? 

 

Whether you’re trying to fund a college education for your child, grandchild or even yourself, choosing the appropriate savings 

vehicle is one of the critical components to your success. 

 

Which plan is best for you, and which education savings plan is appropriate for your needs? 

 

A Thrivent Financial for Lutherans representative can help you choose from several popular college savings vehicles, including: 

 

529 Savings Plans 

 

Coverdell Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) 

 

UTMA/UGMA (Custodial Accounts) 

 

To learn more about paying/saving for college, contact your Thrivent Financial representative, Kurt Goedecke, Financial Consultant, 

CLU, ChFC, FIC at 713-974-2843 or kurt.goedecke@thrivent.com today, or visit Thrivent.com. 

Thrivent Financial: Saving for College 

Educating people on the options of saving for college 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  1 0  
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Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mothers’ Day Out: 713-664-7726 
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info@faithchurchfamily.org (e-mail) 
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