
For the past 25 years, the people of Faith Lutheran Church have provided "A Place To Call Home" for 

families from all around our country.  It is time we have a party! 

 

The 25th Anniversary Celebration will be held in the Faith Center on Saturday, September 24, from 

6:30-8:30 PM.  We'll enjoy a catered meal, an awesome program and a keynote speech from Pastor 

Paul Schairer, senior pastor at the birth of the Faith House Ministry.  

 

Tickets will be sold to cover the costs of the meal AND to raise money for capital improvements to our 

25 year old buildings.  Tickets will be $25 for individual seats, $200 for a table for ten. You can purchase 

tickets from church council members or from the church office. 

 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend a wonderful celebration 

of a life-giving, life-honoring and God-pleasing ministry that has  

operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, for the past 25 years. 
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Sunday Mornings 
 9:30 AM - The Gathering 

Learning Groups for all ages 

10:30 - Fellowship  

11:00 AM - Heritage 

Learning Groups for all ages 

 

9:30 AM - 12:00 PM  

Open House for Learning Groups 
(younger groups meet their Learning Group Leaders) 

Small Group Activities in the Faith Center 
 

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM 

Church Family Picnic! 
• Hamburgers • Hot Dogs • Sides • Homemade Ice Cream •  

 • Activities for All Ages • Sign our Faith Family Tree • Bouncy House •  

 

Mark your calendars for Launch Day where we will kick off our Fall Season of Learning.   

This first season will run from  September 11 - November 20.  The theme for this Fall is   

We Are Family and our focus is on families - your individual family and our church family.  

Don’t miss this time full of fun and excitement as we enter a new season with  

families in mind.  

 

PS - the Church Family Picnic will be held mainly INSIDE!  
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Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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 "Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 

'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news.'" 

 

I have always organized time around the school calendar.  January comes and goes but the start of a new 

year for me has always been the beginning of September.  It is the rhythm of life for us.  Which means, 

for me at least, that this is a very strategically important issue of the Mountain Mover. 

 

Even as I typed that last line I am remembering an exchange that happened at a council meeting in my 

previous congregation.  We were talking about upcoming plans and one of the members of the church 

council got angry.  "I didn't know about that!" he cried.  Someone quickly offered, "But we have been 

writing about it in the last three church newsletters." 

 

"Oh," he said, "I never read those."  And there you are.  Let those with ears, hear. 

 

When I teach about congregational leadership, I like to use the outline of a body and its 

various systems.  Our heart is the good news of God's love and will for our lives.  Our 

hands and feet are the ministries we do.  Our brain is the seat of strategy thinking and 

planning.  Our skeleton is the organizational structure of the church.  Our circulatory 

system is our bonds of fellowship and friendship.  And our nervous system is our 

communication within and beyond the congregation. 

 

Congregational communication is always challenging.  I think it has always been a 

challenge. (Maybe that's the reason Jesus so often said, "Let those with ears, hear.")  We 

can never get everyone in the same room at the same time.  There will always be those 

who don't read the newsletter...or those who don't like what they hear.  There is never 

time for face to face conversations with everyone.  So we do the best we can. 

 

Experts say you have to communicate something at least seven times before you are heard.  (I used to 

think of that when reminding my kids to do their chores at home.)  But the problem with congregational 

leadership is that  we only have so much time and only so many communication venues.  So it is vitally 

important that we read the bulletin inserts, the newsletter, the weekly emails, the occasional mailouts. 

 

Jesus first public act was communicating.  He came preaching and the first words out of his mouth were, 

"The time is fulfilled."  The word there is kairos, the fullness of time, the right time, rather than chronos, 

calendar time, clock time.  The time has come for Jesus to go public.  Then he calls for two dramatic shifts 

in the lives of anyone who might hear his words.  Repent (turn around, think again, change your mind, 

change your behavior, let go, surrender) and believe (trust, accept, submit to, live according to) the good 

news. 

 

Repent and believe.  All we do as a congregation, we do in response to those words. 

 

There is an urgency to this message from Jesus.  This is the urgency that has always flowed through the 

church in mission.  We don't have forever.  Later Jesus would tell his disciples, "Stay awake and pray!"  He 

would tell stories of those surprised and ill-prepared for God to break in on them. 

 

I have always had a sense of urgency about what we do together as the people of God.  Certainly you 

have seen that in these first eight months together.   I don't believe in change for the sake of change but I 

heartily endorse change that is helpful in accomplishing what God calls us to do.  I think that is the heart 

of what "repentance" means—to be ever ready to let go of that which is self defeating and 

counterproductive for the sake of where God is leading us. 

 

Mission Frame 
 

Last month I let you 

know that we would 

be using ideas from 

Will Mancini's book, 

Church Unique, in 

gathering together 

what we have 

discovered around 

our desire for 

language that 

captures our 

congregational 

mission and vision for 

ministry. 

 

I am very happy to 

report that the first 

draft of that project 

is now complete.  It 

was presented to the 

Executive Board and 

Church Council in 

August.  Now we are 

ready to bring this 

first draft to the 

congregation. 

 

Watch the This Week 

at Faith inserts and 

weekly emails  for a 

schedule of 

opportunities to 

come and learn 

more.  We will listen 

closely to the 

feedback we receive, 

bring thoughts and 

reflections back to 

the Executive Board 

and continue to 

refine the language. 

 

Our goal is to present 

a finished product to 

the congregation at 

our November 

meeting. 



They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 

to prayer.  Every day they continued to meet       

together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all 

the people.  And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved.                       

(Acts 2:42 & 46 -47) 

It’s that time again.  The Faith Church Council is 

starting to prepare for the budget for the coming 

year.  Our budget is far more complicated than 

those of the early church.  Most of the small 

groups of the New Testament church met in 

homes, thus eliminating electric bills, debt service, 

building maintenance, etc.  In some sense, we 

modern day Christians have to be more careful 

how the church balances its expenditures.  We 

cannot have the same budget as 1
st

 century 

churches, but we must be faithful to New           

Testament teachings.  Mark Allen Powell in his 

book Giving to God says that in the New Testament 

church, giving to the church seems to encompass 

at least four concerns: 

First, there is a general expectation that ministers 

will be supported by the people they serve.       

Second, there is widespread concern to provide for 

members of one’s congregation who are in need.  

A third concern for giving in the New Testament is 

support for the community of faith that might be in 

distress.  Finally there is concern within the New 

Testament for the funding of worldwide mission 

and evangelism.   

If we as modern day Christians propose budget 

items that fall into categories such as helping the 

whole church and benevolence as well as funding 

the day to day expenses of the church, we have an 

obligation to see that these items are financed.      

It is my prayer that the Council will propose a New 

Testament budget and that the congregation will 

fully support it. 

 

Here is how we are doing to date:   . 

                                                                            

Week…August 14, 2011 …YTD 

Offering Received for Operating Budget                 

$12,694.86  $ 421,020.84  

 

Capital Campaign 

Update information through  08/07/2011 

 

Total number of responders                         142 

Total 3-Year Commitment                   $1,107,874.00 

Total received thru 08/07/2011            $616,491.98 

Stewardship Corner 

By Doug Elsen, Chair of the Board of Stewardship and Finance 
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Elsewhere in this issue of the Mountain Mover you will see articles that describe what is going on at Faith, what is coming up in 

the weeks ahead.  You'll read about some more "why's" that lie behind the "what's" of our ministry.  There is much that I am 

excited about, especially our willingness to launch into an experimental first Season of Learning.   

 

I am very aware of the two basic reasons we are willing to try something new.  1) There has long been a growing awareness 

across the whole church that "traditional classroom modeled after public school learning" is reaching an ever smaller number 

of our young people.  We need to figure out how to do a better job of faith formation that is engaging and effective for both 

young people and adults.  2)  If we do it right, we will be freeing up spaces that will allow us to grow more small groups for 

adults which are vitally important as well.   

 

We will give it our best shot, learn along the way and fix what doesn't work.  I've heard concern that the 30 minute window 

between worship/learning sessions is too long for families with children.  We will track that closely and, if need be, we will 

adjust the time for the later service.  We'll try and we'll learn and we'll improve.  We can do this! 

 

I'm excited about what is happening here at Faith.  I'm excited to roll out the new language of our mission frame.  I'm excited 

to be celebrating 25 years of the ministry of Faith House—and seeing Pastor Schairer back at Faith for the party.  The end of 

this first year of the Stepping Out in Faith campaign is just around the corner.  The kairos is right! 
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Were you one of those children who got to ride 

in the back of a three-seat station wagon?   
 

While Mom or Dad drove on a cross-country trip, 

you could concentrate on the view from the rear 

of the car and see all the places you’d already    

visited.  While the rest of the family looked    

forward to unknown sights ahead, you could 

visually reminisce about good times at the Grand 

Canyon, the Best Western, the Esso station  

wagon and the souvenir shops, wishing that you 

could have stayed longer. 
 

For thirteen years, I have been privileged to lead 

the music of this church.  I’ve spent a lot of my 

time in worship at Faith looking the other way…

literally, as I play our wonderful organ with my 

back to the  altar. Its sound is very reassuring to 

me as I worship; even so, I ask myself, am I    

looking backwards through the station wagon 

rear window? 
 

Our church is not immune to change; in fact,  

Jesus is always calling us to new areas of  

worship, service, and fellowship.  We know deep 

inside that we are to “get out of the boat,” just 

as the disciples did, and follow Jesus.  But where 

will Jesus take us?  The view (review?) is much 

more familiar from the station wagon’s third 

seat. 
 

John’s Gospel tells us that some of the disciples 

stopped following Jesus, who asked those still 

with him if they were also leaving.  Peter’s     

honest response is recalled each Sunday in  

We Ask the Musical Question, “Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?” 
by Alan Balius 

Heritage worship when we sing the Gospel  

Alleluia:  “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have 

the words of eternal life.”  (John 6:68)  For many 

people outside our walls, the path to following 

Jesus is not accompanied by a band or a choir—it 

may be marked by styles of music and arts with 

which we are not yet familiar. 
 

We have reached an important milestone at 

Faith in hiring a Director of Worship, Music and 

Technology, the talented and caring Clayton 

Faulkner, who is patiently helping our               

congregation to negotiate the road less traveled.  

This path will mean that we will all do some 

things differently in music and the arts at Faith, 

and change is not always easy—not even for our 

four-year-old daughter Katie or her middle-aged 

dad. But throughout the changes, we need to 

remember to look for the cross of the One who 

we follow, the One who does not change. 
 

There is a mirror under the façade of pipes 

meant to assist an organist and conductor     

working together.  One Sunday morning, I tilted 

it to see what I could see from the console, and 

noticed the cross over the altar.   
 

I suppose that, even when looking into the way 

of the comfortingly familiar, it is possible to look  

honestly into the mirror and see past ourselves 

to the cross of the One who has the words of 

eternal life.  That, after all, is where we are being 

led…by faith, we who are Faith Church. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you all! 

In July we made a very subtle change to our worship services. We gave the 11:00 am service a title: 

HERITAGE. Since it's inception ten years ago, The Gathering has always been called "The Gathering." 

Over the years, The Gathering has become a highlight of the worship life at Faith. Our traditional      

worship service is equally as well done. Alan Balius and the Faith Choir do a tremendous job providing 

music for the service. Because that service is just as important as The Gathering, we felt it needed its 

own identity. "Heritage" was chosen because it best captured the essence of that worship experience. 

The service strives to preserve formal, reverent worship in a uniquely Lutheran way. The vestments, 

chants, choral music, organ accompaniment, and liturgical action uphold the heritage of Lutheran     

worship. 

 

Another reason we chose the Heritage title was to move past the terms "traditional" and 

"contemporary." Not only are these terms unhelpful in accurately describing the services, they have 

become trigger words that instigate an "Us vs. Them" attitude. Just as people use different languages 

to communicate, so do people have different "worship languages" that allow people to best express 

their hearts to God. We are respectful of each other's "worship languages" and want all our worship 

services to be honoring to God, not divisive. "And there are varieties of services, but the same Lord."  

1 Corinthians 12:5  

Have you noticed the new look of our services?  



Page 5 A U G U S T  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  8   

Ahhh, the beginning of the school year...there are 

several "new beginnings" built in to our culture's 

calendar year. On the first of January, we make 

new goals for ourselves, put the last year behind 

us, and look forward to the adventures that await 

us in the coming 12 months. A few months later, 

we feel the need to "spring clean" - a chance to 

clean out and reorganize our closets and cabinets 

to remove the things we don't need to make room 

for the things we anticipate needing. It's a freeing 

process, one that enables us to breathe a little 

more. And then at the end of summer, we gear up 

for a new school year and all that will entail.   

We often times even purchase new clothes,  

backpacks, and lunch kits to commemerate this 

new beginning. 

 

We, our Faith church family, are currently in the 

throws of new beginnings. On September 11th,  

we launch our 1st Season of Learning. What will 

things look and feel like 2 months from now once 

the dust settles and we have figured out how all of 

this works? What benefits will families feel after 4 

Intergenerational Lessons together? Will these  

parents feel a little more equipped to be spiritual 

leaders in their homes than research tells us the 

average Christian parent does? And how will our 

new confirmands and their parents be feeling come 

November? Have the 6th graders settled into a 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

program they didn't know would included them 

Last May? Are those parents of our middle 

schoolers beginning to form relationships based 

on the common ground of figuring out how to 

raise teenagers? And are conversations about 

faith happening in their homes? Are our high 

schoolers experiencing a change within their 

individual understanding of the world and God 

(liminal space experiences) after passing out 

sack dinners to homeless people living under  

I-45 South 2 months in a row? And what  

benefits and blessings has Children's Church 

brought to our parents who can now hear the 

message distraction-free? Are they experiencing 

a growth in their own faith lives based on the 

peace and hope that God's people worshipping 

together can bring? As a whole, are we seeing 

ourselves as a congregation renewing our sense 

of being a Church Family? 

 

These are the prayerful hopes and dreams I 

have of the next 2 months. A time of new goals: 

looking towards the future at the adventures 

that await us, reorganizing and making room for 

upcoming missional needs, and being free to 

breathe new life together for the future. Don't 

forget your lunch kit - God has big things in 

store for us. 
 

Blessings on your head! 

For many years, Faith Street Theater has offered 

elementary children the opportunity to sing, 

dance, learn lines, and present old Bible stories in 

fresh new ways.  It has been a blessing to our 

congregation and to many families beyond Faith. 

 

As this fall season drew near, the leaders 

struggled with the changes that would come 

through the loss of 6th grade participants.  

Ultimately, they chose to resign and open the 

program to the possibility of new leadership. 

 

On August 21st a meeting was held with some of 

the families who have participated in Faith Street.  

Clayton Faulkner, the staff contact for Faith 

Street, Jennifer Finley and Alan Balius were all 

present.  It was evident that much passion and 

support exists among those families for the 

continuation of Faith Street or at least some form 

of creative arts ministry for elementary school 

children.  It was also apparent that we do not 

have the volunteers in place to pick up and run 

with the program this fall. 

 

The decision right now is to cancel the fall season 

and start thinking about where we go from here.   

 

Faith Street Theater was a strong program for 

those who participated.  And clearly, music and 

the arts are part of our missional frame here at 

Faith.  As we move through this fall season we will 

be asking questions about how to integrate the 

goals of Faith Street into what we do with young 

people and their families. 

 

We want to thank Brenda Clarke and Lisa Holland 

for their years of service and thank as well the 

families who participated in the program. 

Faith Street Theater News 
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Everyone is welcome!  

 

Bring a lunch and stay for the wonderful desserts 

and fellowship.   

 

For any questions or further information, please 

contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628 

Rebecca Ruth Circle is a group of women who meet 

monthly for fellowship and learning.  We meet on 

the first Thursday of every month. Our next meeting 

will be on September 1 at 10:00 AM, in the  

Conference Room (101). 

 

Pastor Nelson leads our learning time.  In September 

he will  guide us in looking more deeply into the 

meaning of "grace" - the biblical roots and the 

meaning of grace for our lives as God's children. 

 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Read Matthew 18:15-20 

  
In big cities and small towns alike, the gathering 

of two or more people in a particular place can 

sometimes be a sign of trouble.   

 

We often see signs in parks, on street corners, 

and on storefronts that read, "No Loitering."                     

If we're at a park, we're expected to be active; if 

on a sidewalk, to be headed somewhere; if at a 

store, to buy something. 

  

Our Lord Jesus promises to "loiter" with us when 

we gather in His name, but not as part of an   

unruly mob.  He came to be active among us, to 

head to the cross, and to purchase our eternal 

life with His own body and blood. But there's 

more!  He still comes to be active among us, to 

bring the fruit of His cross to us, and to feed us 

with the blessings He's purchased. His Spirit       

enables us to do the same as we gather together in 

His name:  to be active in doing His will in worship 

and in our daily lives, to be headed to heaven,      

and to provide for the needs and support of one 

another. 

  

Rather than being a sign of trouble, Jesus' 

"loitering" among us is a sign of hope!  For "He has 

visited and redeemed His people and has raised up 

a horn of salvation for us."  (Luke 1:68-69) 

  

Pray:   Lord Jesus, as You dwell with us in Your 

Word and Sacraments, continue to gather us 

around these saving gifts, that we may spend   

eternity with You, the Father, and the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer Corner 

Holy Loitering  
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Save the Date 

Celebration Luncheon 

Sunday, October 9, 2011 

Faith Center. 

 

More information coming soon! 

 



It is truly a blessing to be starting our new school year in our renovated building.  We are back to being 

virtually full in our three and four year old classes.  Our Kindergarten numbers have doubled from last 

year, but we still have spots left!  It is amazing how much difference a building can make.  We have 

been fortunate to sign up most every prospective parent that has come for a tour.   

 

It has been over a year since the re-accreditation process and during the summer we submitted our 

annual report along with the self-report of the move back to our building.  With the self-report, we had 

to submit a floor plan with measurements for every room along with a plan of the new playground  

including measurements.  I am happy to report that both submissions were found to be in order and 

our accreditation status remains secure. 

 

During August we switched Chapel to Tuesday morning so that the children from Mother’s Day Out 

could join us.  We also welcomed Clayton Faulkner as our song leader for this special time. The children 

are enjoying his guitar and song leadership.  Welcome MDO and “Mister Clayton!” 

 

The Day School/MDO board will soon be looking for new members to serve a two year term beginning 

in January.  If you are interested, please contact Karen Elsen, Board President, at 281-496-3598. 

 

We continue to collect Box Tops for Education.  We raise over $500.00 per year – 10 cents at a time – 

how easy is that? For a list of products that participate in the box tops for educations program, check 

their website at www.boxtops4education.com. 

 

 As always, we are all looking forward to a fun and productive year inspiring our young ones to walk in 

God’s way as they absorb a love of learning.  

 

Themes for September include:  Me and My Feelings, School Rules and Manners, Friendship, Home and 

Family, Pets, and the Five Senses. 

 

“O Lord Our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  Out of the mouths of infants and      

children your majesty is praised about the heavens.” 

Psalms 8:1-2      

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Congratulations Barbara Mican! 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Barbara Mican, our Faith Lutheran 

Day School’s  Teacher of the Month, 

sat down and answered a few       

questions about herself to let people 

know more about her: 

Name: Barbara Mican 

What age do you teach and for how 

long?  I teach the three and a half and 

four year olds. I have been working at 

Faith Lutheran Day School for 15 

years. 

What are your hobbies?  I enjoy  

solving crossword puzzles, reading, 

crocheting afghans, and completing 

jigsaw puzzles. 

Tell us about your family life:  I was 

born in Maryland and moved to   

Houston when I was six months old.     

I have lived in Bellaire for over 35 

years. I have been married to my    

husband Mal for 46 1/2 years.          

We have 3 wonderful daughters,         

6 grandchildren and 2 great-grand     

children. We are truly blessed. 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot 

of people know about you?  I am a big 

Walt Disney fan. I try to collect all the 

movies. I have been known to watch 

the old Looney Tunes cartoons. 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I 

started babysitting when I was 10 

years old for neighbors and continued 

through high school. I am very at ease 

with kids. Listening to them as they 

talk about their adventures over the 

weekend and watching the             

excitement on their faces when they 

get something new and can’t wait to 

show you. The best medicine for a 

bad day is a hug from a child and they 

tell you, “I love you.” 
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When I came to Faith I learned that confirmation had long been a two year program for 7th and 8th 

graders.  (But I also learned that sometimes 6th graders began early and were confirmed in the 7th grade.)  

And I learned that First Communion was a milestone for 5th graders.  (But I also learned that some 

children younger than 5th grade were already communing.)  I'm making some changes to both programs. 

 

Confirmation is now going to be a three year program for families with 6th-8th graders.  And we are 

removing the age requirement for children to begin receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Why?  The Bible teaches that parents bear the primary responsibility for raising children in the faith. 

(Deuteronomy 6; Proverbs 22; Ephesians 6:4)  The role of the congregation is to come alongside parents 

and help parents raise their children.  "Dropping the kids off at church" isn't God's best.  However, lots of 

parents feel ill-equipped when it comes to shaping their children's faith.  I understand that.  That is 

precisely where we need to be helpful.   

 

About Confirmation:  Confirmation ministry is a real blessing of our Lutheran tradition.  The middle school 

years are tumultuous and pivotal years in the lives of families.  As young people mature from 6th through 

8th grades they pass through many changes. Confirmation ministry allows us to have close contact with 

these families throughout these years.  This gives us the ability to create deep relationships that will last 

through the rest of the years before kids head off to college and life on their own. 

 

A three year confirmation program doesn't necessarily mean class every week for three years.  There are 

lots of ways to schedule learning, fellowship and servant opportunities.  We need to integrate this into our 

whole youth and family ministry.  But, in doing so, I don't want to leave 6th grade families out. 

 

About First Communion:  Through the years there has clearly been movement in congregational practices 

around Holy Communion.  There was a time when Holy Communion was celebrated very infrequently but 

then the practice of the church changed until today when it is normative for Lutheran congregations to 

celebrate Holy Communion weekly.  I'm glad we do that, I wouldn't have it any other way. 

 

There was a time when First Communion came after a young person was confirmed.  People said that they 

shouldn't commune until they were old enough to "understand what they are doing."  Bottom line, it was 

a rite of passage, a practice rooted in tradition, "we've always done it that way."  But again, over the last 

few decades, young people have begun receiving Holy Communion at younger and younger ages.  Given 

that there is nothing in the Bible to inform our practices, we are left with tradition.  I prefer to think 

theologically. 

 

Theologically, nothing ought to stand in the way of someone responding to Jesus' invitation to come and 

eat and drink.  No one should be rejected at the table.  However, there are good reasons to wait awhile. 

 

Baptism is like being born; Holy Communion is like eating dinner.  No one makes a baby wait for his first 

mother's milk until he understands mammalian lactation.  BUT, his first meal will not be steak.  He simply 

isn't physiologically ready for it.  His parents decide when to expand his diet—his parents should also 

decide when he is ready to begin receiving Holy Communion. 

 

So this will be my practice for First Communion:  When a child is ready to come down to the altar, hold out 

his/her hand, say "Amen" and receive Holy Communion in a reverent way (no silliness or goofiness that is 

disrespectful of others at the table), then they and their parents are ready to come to a First Communion 

Workshop.  We will offer these on Sunday afternoons, two to three times per year.  I will teach parents, 

we'll provide age appropriate instruction to children, and they will begin receiving Holy Communion the 

next time they are in worship.  The next First Communion Workshop will be on Sunday, October 23rd. 

Ask the Pastor…. 

"Why are we changing Confirmation and First Communion?" 



One of the fun things I want to do with this space in the newsletter is to respond to questions you might 

have about worship or liturgy. During a recent conversation with a member of Faith, this question came 

up: what do we call the songs we sing in our services? Are they hymns, or songs, or choruses, or what? 

 

It’s a tricky question. If you want to get technical, there are dozens of categories within the broader  

sacred music genre. There are chorales, gospel hymns, scripture songs, contemporary worship songs, 

spirituals, and doxologies, just to name a few. Even our own Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal 

can be perplexing. Pages 92-93 in ELW map out the pattern for worship in our context, but say that a 

“Gathering Song” can be either a “Hymn” or a “Psalm.” The ELW pattern also calls music during         

communion a “Communion Song” and music during the sending a “Sending Song.” However, the section 

of the hymnal that contains the music is titled “Hymns” (beginning at #239). And to add to the             

confusion, the “Hymns” section in ELW contains several songs that are staples in many contemporary 

worship services (like #857 “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” and #821 “Shout to the Lord”)!?! 

 

Maybe the best solution is to take it back to basics and what the Bible says about music in worship.       

We know in two separate occasions the Apostle Paul mentions songs in his letters. In Ephesians 5:18-20 

and in Colossians 3:16 Paul says that we are to sing “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.” So we know for 

sure that there were at least three categories of songs that the earliest Christians used in their            

communal worship. Psalms are biblical songs from the Old Testament book by the same name, but likely 

included other songs (like the Song of Moses in Exodus 15 and Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2).       

Hymns are songs addressed to God and to Jesus as the Son of God. Possible examples of the first hymns 

of the Christian era are included in the New Testament (like Philippians 2:6-11 and Mary’s song in Luke 

1:46-55). Spiritual Songs were most likely short, extemporaneous songs that arose within individual 

Christian communities. These songs were probably songs of testimony, fellowship, witness, and were 

very reflective of the community from which they came. The songs are called “Spiritual” because of the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

 

One thing is certain – God’s people are encouraged in Scripture to sing a variety of songs in worship.     

No matter what we call them, the church has been given the gift of music for the purposes of singing 

God’s praises. 
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Got 15 Minutes? We Can Train You to Serve on the Tech Team 

We recently updated our worship projection software at Faith to Easy       

Worship (http://easyworship.com/). Easy Worship is software that is         

specifically designed for projection during worship services. It has a lot of 

slick features and benefits over PowerPoint (what we had been using).       

We are now able to use moving video background loops behind the text of 

our songs. Our copyright licensing song database is integrated into the      

program. We can schedule videos, mp3s, and YouTube clips very easily into 

the service. AND it's easy to learn - I could show you how in 15 minutes,     

and you'd be ready to operate it during the service! If you have the "techie 

bug" and like to tweak around on the computer, we have a place for you to 

serve at Faith. Give me a shout, I will train you, and you can serve once a 

month by operating our new software. 

 

Charlie, Lucy, and Snoopy are Coming Back! 

We are continuing our fun, annual tradition of presenting “A Charlie Brown 

Christmas” at Faith this December. If you’re interested in playing a character 

in the program this year, please let Alan Balius or myself know. 

Q: Is it a hymn, a song, or a chorus? 

by Clayton Faulkner 

New Ensemble Forming – FaithSong 

I am really excited to tell you about a new         

ensemble that we are starting this Fall at Faith. 

FaithSong is a new choral group that will             

specifically be singing modern and global music. 

FaithSong will be for anyone 6
th

 grade and up, 

including adults of all ages. I envision this being a 

truly multigenerational choral ensemble. The new 

group will sing at The Gathering service (9:30 am) 

about once a month, but will also combine with 

Faith Choir to sing at Heritage service on special 

occasions. FaithSong is the evolution of the Youth 

Choir into something that is a bit more                 

experimental and  intergenerational?  

FaithSong launches its first rehearsal on Sunday, 

September 11 at 3:30 pm in the Choir Room 

(208). Since the rehearsal takes place the hour 

before Confirmation, the whole family could come 

sing in FaithSong before attending Confirmation. 
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Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 

believes in me will never be thirsty!  John 6:35 

 

In First Place 4 Health we use a different Bible study each 12 week session.  Additionally, we    

memorize 10 Bible verses. The John 6:35 verse above is our first memory verse in the “God’s Best 

for Your Life” Bible study that will be used for the fall session that starts in September. Each week 

we have 7 daily lessons that take about 15 minutes to complete.  The week has a theme some of 

which I have listed below.   

 

Although we will be looking up verses from books in both the Old Testament and the New             

Testament, this study takes us through the 4 chapters of the book of Ruth helping us to see what 

happened in the life of Ruth and her daughter-in-law Naomi as God lead and protected them.        

We apply what happened in their lives to what is happening in our lives today. 

 

Almost all the men and women who have joined the First Place 4 Health group have done so         

because they wanted to lose weight.  Many have gotten to the place where they have tried every 

diet out there, but still cannot lose the weight and keep it off.  They are looking for answers beyond 

just what to eat and how to burn more calories.   

 

First Place has answers you will not find in any other weight loss program.  First Place has Jesus 

Christ at the center of every day of the journey. Maybe you have had a weight problem for all of 

your life or maybe you have just put on a few pounds that you need to start losing at this time.  

Come to the First Place 4 Health Orientation session on Tuesday, September 13 at 7:00 PM in the 

Faith Center.  Find out if this program might be what you are looking for. 

 

If you decide to join our group, the fall 12 week program will begin on Tuesday,  September 20 and 

continue through December 6.  We start at 7:00 PM and meet until 8:30 PM. 

Contact Mardi Mayerhoff 713-203-1875 or mgmayerhoff@juno.com if you need more information 

or log onto www.firstplace4health.com. 

 

Weekly Topics Include: 

 

∗ God’s Best for Your Physical Life 

 

∗ God’s Best for Your Spiritual Life 

 

∗ God’s Best for Your Circumstances 

 

∗ God’s Best for Your Attitude 

 

∗ God’s Best for Your Finances  

First Place for Health  

Begins September 20 

Now 

Available 

Online!!! 

Great News! 

 

The Photo Directory is now available online! 

 

Click on the “Members” section on the top of our website 

(http://faithchurchfamily.org) and follow the link. The password to access 

the directory is “flcdir”. 
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Milestones Ministry 
 
 

      Mission of Faith Lutheran Church - to follow Jesus in blessing the world  
      with faith, hope, and love. 
 

 Philosophy of Milestones Ministry - to bless the families of Faith Lutheran  
 by creating and celebrating special stops along life’s journey to connect the 
 church, parents, and children/teens. 

Baptism  
♦ Prenatal Home Visits    �Parent Classes 

♦ Blessing from Congregation   �Gift - Baptismal Box 

♦ Annual Celebration of Baptismal Anniversary 

 

1st Communion - 2x a year: Sundays before Transfiguration and Reformation Sundays 
♦ Parent & Youth Class 

♦ Blessing from Congregation 

♦ Gift 

 

3rd Grade Bible - Last 2 Sundays in August 
♦ Parent & Youth Classes 

♦ Blessing from Congregation 

♦ Gift - Bible 

 

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) - 1st Sunday in May 
♦ 3 Years of Learning    �Mission Trip 

♦ Human Dignity Retreat    �Family Creed  

♦ Confirmand Formation of Faith Papers  �Parents Faith Stories 

♦ Parent Small Groups    �Family Celebration Brunch 

♦ Blessing from Congregation   �Gift 

 

Driver’s License - 2x a year:  January & September 
♦ Covenant Brunch with Parents 

♦ Blessing from Congregation 

♦ Gift - Key Chain 

 

Graduation from High School - 1st Sunday in June 
♦ Public Recognition (via pictures & future plans) 

♦ Covenant Brunch with Parents 

♦ Blessing from Congregation  

♦ Gift 

 

Affirmation of Wedding Vows - Last Sunday in June 
♦ Following “Languages of Love” Preaching Series 
♦ Immediately Following 11:00 Worship Service 
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Sunday Morning Learning FAQs  
 

 

What Exactly IS Intergenerational Learning? 

A time when families come together to learn faith practices;  thereby supporting parents/grandparents to be stronger       
spiritual leaders within their homes.  Everyone is invited to participate in a “sneak peak” on  August 28th in the Faith Center 

at either Learning Time (9:30 or 11:00 AM). 

 

Who Comes to Intergenerational Learning? 

All parents and their children grades 1st - 12th, grandparents who want to be practical faith models for their grandkids,      
and any adult who would like to participate.  Toddlers (2 years) - Kindergarten will remain in their Learning Groups. 

 

When is Intergenerational Learning Held? 

We want all of our families to be able to participate at least once a month.  Knowing the current reality of shared custody 

families, we have opted to offer Intergenerational Learning the 1st and 2nd Sundays every month so that everyone may be 

included. 

 

Will the Adult Learning Groups be Held During Intergenerational Weeks? 

Yes, but there will not be any Learning Groups offered for teens or children other than our regular  

Toddler (2 years) - Kindergarten groups. 

 

What will Middle and High Schoolers Do During Learning Time? 

Both teenage groups have moved their learning times to Sunday afternoon/evening, so when they are not participating in the 

Intergenerational Learning Groups on the 1st and 2nd Sundays of the month— they will be participating in a servant project 
during both learning times on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month.  Our teens are also invited and encouraged to 

serve as Children’s Learning Group Leaders or with Children’s Church. 

 

What is Children’s Church and Why Would Faith Lutheran Benefit from It? 

It is an optional time of play-filled learning for children 5th grade and below during a portion of the worship service.  Children 
are able to participate in the beginning and end of the worship, while enabling their parents to listen to the message distrac-

tion-free.  Children that take advantage of Children’s Church will unite with their parents during the Sharing of the Peace.  

This will allow families to commune together each week.  Once started, Children’s Church will be available for families at both 
services every Sunday. 

 

What is a “Season of Learning?” 

10-14 Weeks of a themed period of learning with a few weeks of rest in between.  Learning Group Leaders can sign up to lead 

children for a shorter term than before - small groups can form and reform at the next “Season” - the season will reflect the 
balance of everyday life schedules.  Our first “Season of Learning” is September 11, 2011—November 20, 2011.   

 

How Can I Get Involved in The 1st Season of Learning? 

Parish Ed is looking for adults and teen leaders to help with Intergenerational Learning, Children’s Learning Groups, and     

Children’s Church.  If you would like to get on board this Season of Learning, please sign up today in the Fellowship Hall or 
contact Alison Obr—Parish Ed Board, Chair at obr@bcm.edu 
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"If you can't feed a hundred hungry people, feed just one." 

        - Mother Teresa 

On non-intergenerational learning Sundays this Season of Learning, our teens have the opportunity to participate in 

2 servant projects:  1) to make sack dinners to be passed out to homeless and 2) to make Grace Bags (explained below).   

If you would like to donate items for or cash towards the cost of these projects, please contact Jennifer Finley.   

Checks can be earmarked “youth homeless ministries.” 

Grace Bags - Create & Pray  
Never know what to do or where to look at a 

street light when there is a homeless person   

asking for $$?  As Christian people, called to  

serve our brothers and sisters, we can do better 

then look at our phones or fiddle with the radio! 
 

Our Faith Lutheran teens will be making “Grace 

Bags” as part of their servant projects during this 

Season of Learning. 
 

Grace Bags are large zip-lock bags filled with items that  

someone on the streets would need.  These are designed to be 

kept in your car to hand out en lue of money.  There will be 

stickers on the outside of the bags that say, “I am praying for 

you as I drive away and I hope you will do the same for me”  

(we are not the only ones with something to offer).  And this by 

far, is a more Christian way of responding to the needs of those 

on our streets. 
 

This project is scheduled for this Season of Learning only, but if 

FLC members decide it is something worth the investment  

(each bag costs approx. $3.50), we are happy to continue.   

Bags include: 

♥  1 - 16.9 oz bottle of drinking water 

♥  1 - 5 oz can of Vienna Sausages 

♥  1 - 4 oz can of fruit 

♥  1 - 7.5 oz Chef Boy-R-Dee meal 

♥  2 - 6 count cheese and peanut butter crackers 

♥  2 - .5 oz meat snack sticks (Jerky) 

♥  1 - Pocket size packet of tissues 

♥  1 - Pack of Juicy Fruit gum 

♥  2 - Individually wrapped hand-sanitizing wipes 

♥  1 - Restaurant pack of eating utensils with a napkin 

♥  1 - Prayer sticker 
 

If FLC decides it wants to continue this ministry, based on  

availability, the following will also be included: 

♥  1 - Pair of new socks 

♥  1 - Toothbrush 

♥  1 - Mini tube of toothpaste (often donated by dentist) 

♥  1 - Disposable razor 

♥  1 - Tube of lib balm 

♥  "Hotel-size" shampoo, lotion & combs 

Sack Dinners to Give Away 
♥ A recently released survey of the homeless 

population of Harris and Fort Bend counties 

indicates a 25 percent increase from the     

previous year. According to the Coalition for 

the Homeless of Houston/Harris County,     

volunteers counted more than 8,500 men, 

women and children, with more than half that 

number living in unsheltered conditions. 

♥ Equally disturbing is the high percentage of 

children who lack their own domiciles. The survey estimates 

11,000 young people in the area either live in other people's 

homes or in shelters. A Houston Independent School District 

spokeswoman says nearly 4,000 students fall into that     

category, a sharp jump from last year. 

♥ Nearly 13 million children in the United States live in        

families with incomes below the federal poverty level - 

$20,650 a year for a family of four. (nccp.org) 

Why are there so many hungry people?  

The recession and resulting higher unemployment have caused 

people to lose their jobs and homes. Budget shortages to fund 

social services at local, state, and federal levels are also  

exacerbating the situation. Last year federal stimulus funds 

helped thousands of Houstonians get emergency housing     

assistance, but those dollars are now depleted. 
 

So here’s what FLC teens are going to do… 

Make sack dinners to pass out to those living under the Pierce 

elevated one Sunday afternoon in September, October, and 

November. 
 

Christ the King Lutheran Church does the same every other 

Friday, so we want to pick up one of the weeks that they will 

not be there to help fill the gap.   
 

The sack dinners will be made during the non-intergenerational 

learning groups on Sunday mornings by middle and high  

schoolers.  The dinners will be passed out by the high schoolers 

during their learning time on Sunday evening at 5:00 pm. If you 

would like to participate in that, please contact Alison Obr or 

Parker Grimsby. 
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is to 

provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 

 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. We 

offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children will be in-

volved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an opportunity to grow 

socially.  

 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30-10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information. 

Women’s Connection’s next monthly meeting will be Wednesday, September 7 at 9:30 AM in the Faith Center kitchen.         

We plan to clean the Faith Center kitchen, complete a silent auction gift card basket and make centerpieces for the upcoming 

Faith House Anniversary celebration. 

 

Women’s Connection is a group of about a dozen women from the church, ranging in age, talent and interests who come    

together once a month to perform a church service project. Afterwards they go to lunch together in the Bellaire area.  

They always welcome new members! It’s a fun and rewarding way to serve the church, get to know other women in the 

church and try out some great restaurants. 

Congratulations, Samantha Longoria! 

Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 

 Samantha Longoria, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of 

the Month, sat down and answered a few questions 

about herself to let people know more about her: 

Name: Samantha Longoria 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I teach the 

two year olds. I have been working at Faith Lutheran 

Mother’s Day Out  since June of 2004. 

What are your hobbies?  I love learning to cook new 

things, scrapbooking, singing and dancing. 

Tell us about your family life:  I am a native of Houston.       

I have been with my boyfriend Josue for just over two 

and a half years.  

We have a 9 month old son named Ethen.  

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know 

about you?  Most people don’t know that I have a    

background in vocal music and can sing classical art 

songs and arias in English, German, Italian and French. 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I’m inspired to be a 

teacher because I love to teach kids new and exciting 

things. Now I’m even more inspired to be a teacher   

because of my son. 

 

Women’s Connection 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—September 2011 

9:30 September 4 September 11 September 18 September 25  

Acolytes 2    Michael Farner 

David Farner 

 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Nancy & Jon Holmes Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Marsha & Mark  

Zimmeman 

Lorah Gough 

Dottie Wichmann 

 

Asst Minister 1 Dottie Wichmann Susan Tallman Susan Tallman Susa n Tallman  

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel & 

Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael & 

Daniel Farner 

Laura, Stephen, Nathan 

& Zachary Michaud 

 

Greeters 2 

 

     

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Diana Freeman 

Diana Rettig 

Diana Freeman 

Diana Rettig 

 

11:00 September 4 September 11 September 18 September 25  

Acolyte      

Crucifer      

Lector Sara Karow Cheryl Smith Lien Linda Lamb Kim Hutchison  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Patti Hickerson 

Jeff Addicks 

Patti Hickerson 

Jeff Addicks 

Patti Hickerson 

Jeff Addicks 

Melvin Richter 

Jeff Addicks 

 

Asst Minister Myra Condit Melanie Palmer Susan Tallman Melanie Palmer  

Ushers 4 Roy Uekert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Uekert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Uekert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Uekert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

 

Greeters 2      

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

     

Altar Guild 2 Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Diana Freeman 

Diana Rettig 

Diana Freeman 

Diana Rettig 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 
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YOU’RE INVITED! 

Lutherhill Ministries • S’mores & 

Champagne Gala 2011 

 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 at 6:00 PM 

The Woodlands, Waterway Marriott 

Benefiting the Outdoor Ministry at Lutherhill 

 

• Live Entertainment  

• Silent Auction  

• Live Auction Signature 

• Raffle 

 

More information online www.lutherhill.org (Support LH)  

or call 979-249-3232 

 

 

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! 

Time is flying by fast! We just completed the first three months of Youth Alive! guitar class. On Sunday, 

September 14, the students' hard work payed off when they led the congregation in “Amazing Grace” 

during the 9:30 am service. I’m very proud of them and so glad that they had the opportunity to get 

some experience playing in front of others.   

 

Youth Alive! began in May of this year and it is a free guitar class to kids and teens from Faith and the 

surrounding community. We have averaged around 10 students every week and altogether we had   

over 30 students this summer, including about 10 from the surrounding area that do not attend Faith 

Lutheran Church. I love the fact that Youth Alive! reaches out to the greater community as well as     

training those within the church. The best part of my job is getting to know and mentor kids, especially 

those who are serious about playing music.  

 

I have high expectations that the Youth 

Alive! students will continue to grow as 

musicians and leaders of worship these 

next three months. I’m so thankful for all 

the love, help, and support I received 

from staff, volunteers, and members of 

Faith, without whom we could not have 

accomplished so much. Look for the    

students to present music again this    

November!   

 

Blessings, 

 

Sam Jones 

Youth Alive! 

By Sam Jones 

Homecoming and Prom 

Dresses for Charity 

 

A Dress for Barbara is a non-profit  

organization that collects donated 

gently used prom and homecoming dresses from giving 

families. These dresses are redistributed to young 

women who otherwise would not be able to afford a 

dress for their own school dances. 

  

If you would like to donate dresses to A Dress for        

Barbara, please bring your dry cleaned gown(s) to       

Jennifer's office.  She will make sure that it gets to the 

right group. Please also invite your friends to              

generously donated their dresses as well.  

 

For questions or more information about A Dress for 

Barbara, please contact Amy Brooks at 832-368-4353 or 

email Amy at adressforbarbara@gmail.com, or  

Facebook - A Dress for Barbara. 

 



Where does my offering go? 

 

Many people are unaware of 

the many ways that their 

offerings support ministry, not 

only at Faith, but far beyond. 

 

If you give $1 on a Sunday 

morning, about .94 cents stays 

here at Faith to pay for our 

staff, our ministry programs 

and the care of our campus. 

 

Roughly .06 cents is given to 

causes beyond Faith. 

 

.01 cent goes to places and 

ministries that we support as 

line items in our annual 

financial mission plan. 

 

.05 cents is sent to our synod 

office, the Texas/Louisiana Gulf 

Coast Synod. 

 

50% of what the synod 

receives supports the ministry 

of the synod office, staff and 

travel costs, rent for their 

office space, and a small 

portion also goes to specific 

line items for additional 

ministries that we support as 

an entire synod. 

 

The other 50% of what we 

send to the synod office is 

immediately forwarded to the 

national expression of the 

church, the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, to 

their office in Chicago. 

 

Roughly 80% of the ministry of 

the ELCA national expression 

of the church is supported by 

congregational giving.  The 

remaining 20% is funded by 

direct giving to specific 

ministry areas, the ELCA 

Foundation and private gifts. 

 

The ELCA office supports the 

work of the staff in Chicago, 

extensions of their staff 

through missionaries serving 

throughout the world, starting 

and redeveloping new mission 

congregations in the United 

States, and various forms of 

direct congregational support. 

 

In a normal year, the synod 

office receives about $900,000 

from their 120+ congregations.  

About $450,000 is sent to 

Chicago. 

 

And in a normal year, from 

$50,000 to $100,000 comes 

right back to our synod in the 

form of financial support for 

new and redeveloping 

congregations. 

 

At every expression of the 

church, every effort is made to 

use stewardship dollars wisely 

and stretch them as far as they 

can go.   

 

As we prepare to return our 

estimates of giving for the next 

year—on October 9th—let's be 

mindful that every gift we give 

goes far beyond us in 

advancing the kingdom of God. 
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Under the banner, "Freed in Christ to Serve," 1,025 voting members drawn from 65 synods (of the 4.5 million members of the 

ELCA) gathered in Orlando for the biennial Churchwide assembly.  Key decisions reached by the assembly include: 

 

∗ The ELCA Malaria Campaign was officially launched 

∗ "Genetics, Faith and Responsibility" social statement was adopted 

∗ A new review process for further development of social statements as adopted 

∗ Changes in the structure and mission of the ELCA brought about by the "Living Into the Future Together" initiative were 

adopted for implementation 

∗ The budget for 2012-2013 was adopted 

∗ Various memorials and constitutional changes were adopted 

∗ The decision was made to have Churchwide assembilies every three years rather than every two  

 

For more information on the work of the assembly, including videos and a news blog, go to www.elca.org/assembly. 

 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly:  August 15-19, Orlando, FL 
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