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Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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I’m not sure where this line came from originally but it has been dancing around in my mind for years: 

  

There are three kinds of people in this world:   

those who make things happen,  

those who watch things happen,  

and those who wonder what happened…" 

  

Congregations also fall into those three types—some make things happen, some watch things happen, 

and some wonder what happened. Over the course of their lives, congregations can pass through all 

three seasons and often do.  

 

I think about, for example, Christ the King Lutheran in the Rice Village.  They know who they are and what 

they are about. They are a congregation that makes things happen. The other day I heard an 

advertisement on public radio that they are now offering German language classes to children and adults 

on Saturday mornings. That made perfect sense to me. Their vision is to be a "village church with a global 

mission." Retaining ties to their Germanic roots is lived out in many different ways, from global 

companions in Leipzeig, to the Bach Society, to weekly Taize worship, to festival worship in German, and 

now to their Saturday language classes. I admire all of this. 

 

On the other hand, I spoke this past weekend with a colleague who is serving a small congregation that 

largely spent the last twenty years "wondering what happened." They confused keeping their doors open 

with their purpose for being. Sometimes congregations like that finally wind down and close. Sometimes 

that is the appropriate answer. But sometimes the congregation decides that it is time to make things 

happen again. That is a hard turn to make but it is possible and now they are working to do just that.   

 

What really worries me are congregations that “watch things happen.” Year after year, they do the same 

things but expect different results. These congregations are growing older and smaller. That happens. 

A lot. Over 4,000 Christian congregations will close their doors this year. In the 24 years I've been in 

Houston, our synod has shrunk by dozens of congregations and thousands of people. 

 

Christ the King Lutheran hasn’t seen that decline. In fact, over the past ten years when many other 

congregations were shrinking, Christ the King Lutheran held steady and even grew a bit. 

  

We here at Faith have also known seasons of "making things happen." The ministries on our campus, 

both those we conduct and those we host, all grew out of a desire to make something happen to bless 

people. As we imagine our ministry around worship, learning, and healing, we continue to seek ways to 

be a blessing in the world.   

  

I see signs that we want to be a congregation that makes things happen. As we move into September we 

are preparing for a new Season of Learning that includes new small group opportunities that promise to 

really make a difference in people’s lives. On September 15 we will host our first annual Bridge 

conference on recovery and spirituality. The Next Steps at Faith team is preparing their report and 

recommendations for our future. These all represent the willingness to try new things, to work hard, and 

to work smart. 

 

Here’s what I know:  It is much easier to watch things happen than it is to make things happen. But I keep 

remembering the words of Jesus - “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it”. (Mark 8:34-35)   

 

I hear those words and I feel called, even compelled, to join Jesus in making good things happen for the 

sake of the world.  It is, as I see it, the most faithful way to be in the world. 

Next Steps In 

Ministry 
 

The initial charge to 

the Next Steps team 

had two sides. On 

the Great 

Commission side 

(our calling to make 

new disciples), the 

question was:  Will 

our next Associate 

Pastor be bilingual in 

English and Spanish 

or English and 

Mandarin? 

 

On the Great 

Commandment side 

(our calling to love 

and serve the world), 

the question was:  

What would it look 

like to create a new 

ministry to serve the 

children and families 

of the Mandarin 

Chinese Immersion 

Magnet School just 

down Avenue B? 

 

For obvious reasons, 

from the moment we 

heard of the new 

mission for Gordon 

Elementary it has felt 

like that was an 

answer to the first 

question. Mandarin 

makes sense. 

 

Stay tuned as the 

Next Steps team 

offers an invitation 

to an informational 

session to bring you 

all up to date on 

their work. 
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As we approach the Fall and the start of school, there are lots of ways to get 

involved and serve in the music and worship ministries of Faith Lutheran 

Church. All our ensembles are gearing up and resuming rehearsals after the 

summer break. Here are some of the ways you can use your gifts: 

 

Faith Choir - Composed of adults age 18 and older, Faith Choir leads the 

congregation at the 11:15 AM Heritage worship in the singing of hymns, 

liturgies, and in offerings of anthems and solos related to the appointed 

texts for each Sunday. Faith Choir is accompanied by organ, piano, and other instruments. Thursday 

night rehearsals (7:30 to 9:30 PM) include the rehearsal of challenging music, both new and old, 

laughter, fellowship, and prayer. The Faith Choir also rehearses at 11:00 AM before worship each 

Sunday. 

 

Faith Alive! Band - Faith Alive! Band leads worshipers at 9:00 AM during The Gathering service each 

Sunday using modern worship music. The band includes vocalists and instrumentalists who play guitar, 

bass guitar, drums, and keys—but we’re not limited to those instruments. Each Sunday Faith Alive! leads 

songs that encourage the congregation to lift their hearts and voices to God. Band members span 

multiple generations—all of whom love to rock and roll and share their joy in the Lord Jesus. Faith Alive! 

rehearses each Sunday from 7:30 to 8:45 AM, before The Gathering service. 

 

Handbell Choir - Faith Handbell Choir is a multi-generational ensemble (third grade and above) that 

leads Heritage worship once each month from August through May (and in the annual Advent Lessons 

and Carols service) with easy to moderately difficult handbell music. The choir has three octaves of 

Schulmerich handbells and two octaves of Malmark handchimes, and we love getting together each 

Sunday from 2:30 to 3:30 PM for rehearsal and ice cream. Rehearsals resume September 9. 

 

Youth Choir - The Youth Choir is open to all students in the 6th to 12th grades. The Youth Choir 

rehearses from 3:30 to 4:30 PM on Sundays and sings with the Faith Choir at Heritage worship once each 

month. Every December the Youth Choir participates in a live production of “A Charlie Brown 

Christmas.” Rehearsals resume September 9. 

 

Worship Technologies - Our worship services incorporate many audio and video elements to teach and 

inspire our congregants. Volunteers assist with operating our video presentation software and the sound 

board during services. We provide all the training you need. Worship techs are needed at both The 

Gathering and Heritage worship services. 

 

Worship Assistants - You can always serve during worship in non-musical ways as well. We need 

acolytes, crucifers, communion assistants, altar guild, lectors, assisting ministers, greeters, and ushers. 

Adults and youth can serve in any role. 

 

Homebound Communion Team - Faith Lutheran Church members who are homebound and no longer 

able to attend church worship services receive communion at home once a month from a dedicated 

team of Homebound Communion volunteers. The Homebound Communion volunteers are much like 

Communion Assistants in worship services, only they are sent out to bring God’s Meal to those who 

cannot make it to church. 

 

If you want more information about any of these 

groups, please send me an email 

(cfaulkner@faithbellaire.org). If you have a gift you’d 

like to share but don’t see a way to use it here, let 

me know and we can talk about other ways for you 

to serve! 

Places to Serve in the Music and Worship Ministry of Faith 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 



When I was 36 years old, I wanted to see if I could 

run a mile. I was athletic all through childhood, 

and always a “high energy” person, but had no 

real scheduled athletics in my adult life.  That day I 

could (barely) run a mile, but decided that I would 

start running regularly. I was living in North 

Dakota at the time and it was February. It was a 

long journey. 
 

In the 3 years following, I ran 6 half marathons.  

But then 5 weeks after Christopher and I got 

married, I was thrown from a horse which 

resulted in 3 chronic and bulging discs at the base 

of my spine. That injury and trying to figure out 

how to be a mom for the first time, left me at a 

loss at how to be a runner any longer. I was 

overwhelmed and under time managed. 
 

Recently, I have continued the journey to start 

running again and will run in the Houston Half 

Marathon in January. I am exhausted, fatigued, 

and sore from all that it entails to get in shape 

again. I don’t know if St. Paul was a runner, but he 

used a lot of running analogies when referring to 

being a Christian: 
 

“Do you not know that in a race the runners all 

compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in 

such a way that you may win it. Athletes exercise 

self-control in all things; they do it to receive a 

perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one.  

So I do not run aimlessly…”           1 Cor. 9:24-25 

 

“...Then I laid before them the gospel that I proclaim 

among the Gentiles, in order to make sure that I was 

not running, or had not run, in vain.”      

Galatians 2:2 
 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith.”                     2 Timothy 4:7 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let 

us run with perseverance the race that is set 

before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith…”                   Hebrews 12:1-2 
 

Paul saw a life of following Jesus as a race - and 

this race many times leaves us exhausted, 

fatigued, and sore as well. But he also paints a 

picture of this race being like a relay. Sometimes 

we are the exhausted runner. Other times we are 

in the crowd cheering on the runner to finish. Or 

sometimes we are the person holding up a much 

needed cup of cool water. 
 

This idea was the seed for our upcoming Launch 

Day for the Fall Season of Learning on 

September 9. The Board of Parish Education is 

asking everyone to wear a team jersey on that 

day to illustrate that we are all on this team. 

A team that pushes, cheers, challenges, gives 

water to, and invests in each other. And this team 

within the Cloud of Witnesses includes those 

fellow athletes that have “retired.” Those that 

encouraged and taught us the faith and have 

moved on from this relay that we are currently 

running together. 
 

In gratitude for what Jesus did for us, we are all 

called to exhaust ourselves in our own training, 

loving, and serving others until it hurts, and 

inviting others to run beside us. May we all be the 

spiritual athletes we were created to be!! 

 

Blessings on your head! 
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September 16 is Faith Family Fun’s Scavenger Hunt 
“We are All One Team!” 

 

If you like healthy competition directed at a good cause - then you need to be a part of this event!   

Families (people of all ages and marital status) will team up to gather non-perishables for our local food 

pantry. Using a point system, the winners will receive fabulous prizes and bragging rights! 
 

12:30 PM - lunch before the competition begins! 

EVERYONE is welcome.   
 

The more food collected, the more empty stomachs in our community are filled.  Bring your friends! 



PAGE 5 S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 2  I S S U E  9  

The Board of Parish Education Invites You to the  

Fall 2012 Season of Learning Launch Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We Are All One Team 
September 9, 2012  10:15 - 11:00 AM 

���� Wear your favorite team jersey 

���� Games, food, and fun for all ages 

���� A great day to invite friends 

���� Be a part of the “Great Cloud of Witnesses” 

High Schoolers - Sugarland Skeeters Game  

Minor League Baseball...Big League Fun!! 

Saturday, September 22 
 

Watch Facebook and bulletins for more information. Or contact Parker Grimsby. 

 
Middle Schoolers & Families - Pool Party 

We’re Gonna Start the Year with a SPLASH! 

Saturday, September 22   4:00 - 6:00 PM 
 

Home of the Schawes (4605 Creekbend Dr, 77035) 

Guys bring a snack / Girls bring a drink / Everyone bring $10 per family for pizza. 



Psalm 31:14-15a  "I trust in You, O Lord; I say, "You 

are my God."  My times are in Your hand." 

 

Filling the Calendar 

As one month comes to an end and another is 

about to begin, some of us review our calendars 

for the coming month.  What goals do we hope to 

accomplish? What commitments have we 

made?  Where do the routine activities fall?  How 

can we resolve any schedule conflicts there might 

be?  There can be a certain amount of comfort 

and satisfaction in having an organized calendar.   

 

Sometimes, life flows in an orderly, organized 

fashion. Our schedules work smoothly, and we 

accomplish everything we hope and plan to 

do. Other times, unexpected needs arise or crisis 

comes in the form of illness, injury, or disaster, 

and everything we planned falls through. God is in 

control of our lives. Only God knows what the 

future will hold, even in the most mundane 

situations. 

 

We know that God is present for our good in all 

circumstances. It's good to be reminded by 

unexpected events that One stronger and wiser 

than us is in control. It's good to remember to 

leave all things, even the most trivial, in God's 

gracious hands. And when sad crises touch our 

calendars, it's good to know that God's love in 

Christ is certain and unfailing. Jesus' cross brought 

our ultimate good, and we have his promise that 

the crosses he sends us work for our good as well. 

  

Pray: Dear Lord, thank you for holding our life 

schedules in your strong and loving hands.  Amen. 

 

Read: James 4:13-17 

Prayer Corner 
By Peggy Porter 
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Altar Guild Fall Meeting 

The fall meeting of the Altar Guild will be held on September 29 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.  

WE NEED YOU! We are actively looking for new members (male or female) interested in serving the 

Lord, by preparing the Altar for Sunday worship and events. The time commitment is minimal (twice a 

year) and new members are paired with experienced Altar Guild members.  

 

We would love to have you join us. Brunch will be served. If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact Joann Welton (wjowelton@aol.com), Tina Wood (713-516-3101), or Betty Dossey 

(joebettysam@comcast.net). 

Tuesday, September 18 at 7:00 – 8:30 PM in Faith Center Room 306 

 

Bible Study:  “Living for Christ” begins Tuesday, September 25 at 7:00 PM in Room 306. 

 

This group is for men and women who want to improve their physical bodies, the temple in which the 

Holy Spirit resides, so that they can better serve the Lord for as long as they are able. 

 

As 4 sided people, emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual, we need balance in our lives which can be 

reached by putting Christ at the center.  We work on all 4 areas using a healthy eating plan, spending 

time daily in God’s word through Bible study, prayer, and devotions; being more active by intentionally 

increasing our physical and cardiovascular strength; memorizing  scriptures and being in fellowship with 

other people. 

 

Call Mardi Mayerhoff (713-203-1875) for more information or visit www.firstplace4health.com 

First Place 4 Health Orientation – Come Check it Out! 



News from the Day School 
By Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 
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Congratulations Kendolyn Pope 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s New Director 

Our new director sat down and answered a few questions about herself to let people know more about 

her. 
 

Name:  Kendolyn Pope 
 

What age do you teach and for how long? I have had the privilege of teaching children from 12 weeks 

through 7th grade. Prekindergarten is definitely my favorite age group, so I am blessed to be here as 

the Director of a school with children in this age range. 
 

What are your hobbies? I love to swim, travel, try new restaurants, and do craft projects that allow me 

to express my creativity. I paint custom foot stools for friends and sorority sisters when I have a spare 

moment. 
 

Where are you from? I am from Houston. I was born and raised here, but I consider myself an East 

Coast girl after having lived in Washington, DC for 9 years. I miss the changes of season, the snow, and 

beautiful Fall leaves! But I love my home too! 
 

Tell us about your family life: I got married to a wonderful man, James Pope, on July 1 of this year.  

I have one step daughter, Chloe, who spends summers with us and lives in New Jersey during the 

school year. 
 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? Hmm. Most people never suspect 

that I am a certified scuba diver. I have not been diving in a while, but this hobby helps me take my 

swimming to the next level. Most people also think I am an only child. I am not. I have a brother, 

Joseph, who lives in Seattle and shares my birthday. He is two years to the day younger than me. 
 

What inspires you to be a teacher? I love learning new things, and learning new things with children is 

definitely the best way. I am inspired by the world and all of the exciting things that God has created 

for us to explore. I am inspired by the fact that children appreciate the simple things and can enjoy 

exploring, playing, and discovering with the simplest objects. I love seeing how their faces light up 

when you discover something new together.  

We are looking forward to a great school year. With solid enrollment numbers, our beloved seasoned 

teachers, a new Director and a new Kindergarten teacher, we are certain that this will be a special 

year. This September, the students will get to know each other, their teachers, and their school. Our 

thematic units include Me & My Feelings, My Five Senses, and Home & Family. We have lots of exciting 

learning activities planned as we explore these themes.   
 

We need your help!  Each year, in the weeks leading up to our Open House in late September, we invite 

families to participate in the Creation Bag Project. This family project encourages creativity and family 

problem solving as families create something out of a bag of items that may seem like junk. Each family 

receives a bag with the same items that every other family receives and can only add glue and paint to 

their project. This can be quite a challenge, but the projects that families come up with together are 

amazing! Stop by and see the creations during the Open House on Thursday, September 27 at 7:00 

PM.   
 

We need your help to fill the 80 bags that we distribute to families. Items typically placed in the 

creation bags include plastic scoops from powdered laundry detergent, water or soda bottle tops, tops 

from spray cans (like Pam, etc.), and other small items that you would usually throw into your recycle 

bin. We need 80 of each item, so this is definitely a team effort. Items can be turned in to Miss Denise 

or Miss Kendolyn during school hours. We truly appreciate your support of this project that has 

become a Faith Lutheran tradition. 
 

While you are going through your recycle bins, please check for any paper that we could use as scratch 

paper. We go through a lot, and we have finally exhausted everything we have had donated to us 

recently. Many of our children like to express themselves creatively as they scribble, draw pictures, and 

write daily. Thank you for sharing with us! 
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Faith Fun Zone Now Open! 

Introducing the Faith Fun Zone – a safe place for young children 

to play! 

 

Faith Fun Zone will be open every Sunday from 8:45 AM - 12:15 

PM for drop in childcare. It is professionally staffed with adults 

who have met Safe Haven training requirements. We have a 

simple check-in procedure using a sticker placed on your child's 

back. While in the Fun Zone, kids can go down the slide, climb 

through the happy caterpillar, play with the wall panels, scribble 

on the chalkboard wall, or watch some Veggie Tales! 

 

Drop your child off for part of the service, the whole service,  

or whatever is convenient for you. There is no specific age limit. 

The Faith Fun Zone is designed for toddlers and preschoolers. 

However, we will not be offering diaper changing or feeding. 

 

Come check out the Faith Fun Zone - your kids are going to love 

it! 

Help!   

I'm scared about my child and the risks of alcohol and drugs! 

 

The Bridge is a community event designed to inform, equip, and inspire families into lives free from 

bondage to addictive illnesses. 

 

Too often, people in the "religious" community struggle to find practical applications of their faith to 

the struggles of their daily lives—and people in the "recovery" community, adept at the spiritual 

practices of prayer and meeting together, harbor deep-seated suspicions against "religion."  

 

The Bridge provides a doorway that invites us to get past this—for the health, well-being, and essential 

purposes of both communities...discovering lives that are happy, joyous, and free. 

 

A Day for Listening, Learning, and Celebrating Life. 

 

Saturday, September 15, 2012 from 9:00 AM—5:00 PM 
 

Registration 
 

The Bridge 2012 is open to everyone in the community seeking information and insight into helping 

themselves or those they love in resisting and recovering from 

addictive illnesses. 

 

The event, including lunch and refreshments, is FREE but we 

are asking people to please register in advance for seating and 

meal planning. 

 

You can register online at: www.faithbellaire.org  

Click on "Register for The Bridge." 

 

Or...Call the church office at 713-664-3048. 

The Bridge 
Standing Together Where Spirituality and Recovery Meet 
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“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

 

Without a doubt, time is one of God's most precious gifts to us. It seems like no matter where we go, we 

are constantly talking about time. For some there is not enough of it; for others, it passes too slowly; for 

still others it seems to be unmanageable. One thing is for sure: time waits for no one! We are not in 

charge of it - no, it is God's very special gift to us. In fact, it is the only thing that is truly ours. Think of it - 

everything I say I own, all my possessions, my money, my insurance policies, are not really mine. When I 

die, some of it will go to my heirs, some to the church, some will be paid to Uncle Sam and the rest will 

just fade away into the ether (or the garbage dump!). But my time is truly mine. It is the "stuff" of my life, 

the very essence of it. Each passing moment marks my existence, an unrepeatable existence that did not 

precede me nor will it linger after my death. My time is my life. As a matter of fact, a helpful reflection is 

to take the word "time" and replace it with "life" in any expression. For example, "Oh, I'm just killing life." 

Or, "I lost track of life." Although it seems somewhat silly to think of it this way, this exercise underscores 

that fact that life is precious. If I give you the gift of my time, I cannot ask for it back. I've given you a 

piece of my life. Time is truly the ultimate gift. 

 

It is important to remember that God has given us just enough time: not too much and not too little. Each 

precious moment is exactly what God meant for us to have. Like a Beethoven symphony, there is not one 

second (note) out of place. Adding or detracting even one nanosecond would be contrary to God's loving 

providence. Each moment is ours to live fully. When we share it with another, we are giving them the 

ultimate gift. What better return can I make to the Lord than the gift of my time? When I reach out to my 

brother or sister in need, when I spend time in prayer, when I volunteer to visit the sick, I am giving my 

life back to God in gratitude and praise. The way I spend my time is a great indicator of my priorities. It's 

not how much I have but how I use what God has given to me that makes all the difference. 

 

On Commitment Sunday, October 7, we will be rolling out our 1st Steps at Faith Growing In Faith 

Through Service materials which will highlight the various volunteer opportunities currently available to 

members and guests at Faith. This will be a terrific occasion to learn more about the volunteer 

opportunities and sign up to volunteer your time in one or more of the ministries of Faith.  Thank you as 

always for your support and the time you spend both at Faith and in the community using the gifts that 

God has given you!  

Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet in the conference room  on Thursday, September 6 at 10:00 AM. We will 

enjoy our Bible study and a sack lunch to follow.  All are welcome! 

 

If you have any questions please contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

by Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 

Women’s Connection 

Women’s Connection resumes meeting on Tuesday, September 4 at 10:30 AM. If you are interested in 

joining the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com or  

281-630-8088. 

Our thanks for the prayers, telephone calls, and cards sent to us after the death of our beloved brother, 

uncle & friend, Paul Porter.  We appreciate your thoughtfulness and may God richly bless you.   

  

Charles & Peggy Porter & family 



Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  

Summer is here and gone so fast, but we are so excited to have our new friends start! We will be 

welcoming a new class to our Mother's Day Out family this school year, the Owls. This class will be a 

bridge class between the two and three year olds. Also we are welcoming two new teachers, Adria 

McDonald and Stephanie Pennell. They are so excited to join our family! This month our classes will be 

learning all about "me.” Teachers will discuss how God made everyone special in their own way. 

Everyone will get to learn so much about all their friends and families. Our classes this month will be 

creating  their art work for the annual Mother's Day Out potluck. Each class will make centerpieces for 

their tables, where their families can admire them. Every year we host our annual family potluck to 

start the year off. Every family brings a yummy dish to share, we sure get some delicious food! This fun 

event gives families a chance to meet and talk with each other and allows the children to have fun. 

Next month we look forward to Fall, cool weather, Halloween, and lots more.  

 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday and Thursday, from 9:00 AM—2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of two teachers to ten students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM, by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
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Patty Daniel, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few  

questions about herself to let people know more about her:     

   

Name:  Patty Daniel 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  My time with Faith Lutheran Mother's Day Out began in 

1996 when my oldest child enrolled into the program. We immediately fell in love with the staff and 

church! All 5 of our children have attended Mother's Day Out from years 1996 thru 2010! In 2000 I 

began teaching in the 2 year old class and then I moved to teach the 3 year olds.  In 2008 I was 

offered the position of Assistant Director. I have been in this roll since then. Being part of the Faith 

Lutheran Family as a parent and staff person has brought me so much fulfillment. The bonds that I 

have created here are bonds that I will carry with me for the rest of my life. 

 

What are your hobbies?  I love visiting museums, gardening, and spending time with my family.  

I love to do things that keep growing and learning.   

 

Tell us about your family life:  I have been married for 20 years to my husband who I met while we 

were in college. We  have 5 children:  Ashley (19 yrs), Denver (17 yrs), Allison (14 yrs), Dominick (10 

yrs), and Dylan (7 yrs). Our life is a crazy good mess. We are always coming and going. If you visited 

our house you might be shocked at the disarray you see but you will have a great time sense there is 

always someone to keep you company. 

 

Fun facts about you or something people don’t know about you? I secretly love to watch "geek t.v." 

like the Science Channel, History Channel, and National Geographic. I have passed this on to all my 

children. I am also always trying to learn something new especially when someone says I can't do it. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I am inspired to work with children because I love to watch them 

learn. A child is able to learn at such a young age. I want a child's first experience in school to be a 

positive one and for them to love learning. 

Congratulations Patty Daniel 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 
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West U Cornerstone Idaho Wilderness Trip 2012 
by James Skelton, LCDCI, II 

Primary Counselor 

Dear Faith Lutheran Members, 
 

It is with great gratitude and joy that I am 

able to report to our family at Faith 

Lutheran that this year’s wilderness trip 

was an amazingly powerful success!!!   
 

Your donations, thoughts, prayers, and 

love carried us over a thousand miles to 

Idaho. We arrived in Boise and took a bus 

through the back country for almost five 

hours to be released from society’s grasp!  

When we arrived at base camp, we were 

greeted by our guide’s welcoming hugs 

and smiles.  We were camped amongst the 

feet of towering mountains and beautiful 

blue skies.  The weather never turned on us the entire time, save a brief afternoon of a snow flurry!   

 

Most of the kids have never seen snow before, so it was quiet the adventure learning how to walk on top 

of it.  We followed the infamous Snake River from its very beginning, a little stream in a mountain valley, 

up through the wilderness, peaking a 12,000 foot 

mountain, and back down again following the river 

to where it swelled to class 4-5 rapids and where an 

almost extinct variety of salmon fight the current 

and bears to spawn.  It was amazing watching these 

fish fight all odds to sustain their legacy.  At some 

point, we would lose the trail but we never lost our 

head. Our guide Mike from Arizona brought us 

always to safety and to the most beautiful camps 

you could imagine.  One night we camped hundreds 

of feet above the river on a cliff oasis.  At one point, 

the trail actually got swallowed up by the river 

along a cliff edge. We had to forge the river holding 

each others hands to arrive safely out the other 

side. 
 

The wilderness taught both the kids and I so much 

about ourselves, life, God, and our Purpose that connects them all.  To be out there in such pristine beauty 

and stillness truly helps one to connect to that place in your heart where you are able to see yourself and 

others clearly.  At times, this was difficult, because we didn’t always like what we saw.  Sometimes the 

ugly part of our human nature became apparent and we were forced to stare into the mirror we held up 

to each other and face ourselves; yet, in 

those moments of Grace we were all able 

to grow and become stronger and more 

loving people. Each of us grew so much 

and came back to Houston with new 

clarity and direction for our lives. It 

couldn’t have happened without your 

Love and Support, and for that we are all 

grateful!!! 
 

With Love and Gratitude, 

West University Group  

of Cornerstone Recovery 
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Thank You from CCSC (Christian Community Service Center) 
By Jeni Howell 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—September 2012 

9:00 

 

September 2 September 9 September 16 September 23 

Acolytes 2 Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Jacob Boihem 

Tommie Huwlyer 

Helen Hecht 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Daniel Farner 

Michael Farner 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Dottie Wichmann 

Andrew Hollenberg 

Kelley Keller 

Emma Keller 

Wendy Farner 

Michael Farner 

Asst Minister 1 Dottie Wichman Jeff Spratlin Jeff Spratlin Megan Paulson 

Ushers 4 Megan, Wade, Luke, 

& Lucy Paulson 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel &     

Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael 

& Daniel Farner 

Nancy & Jon 

 Holmes 

Greeters 2 

 

 Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board  

Common 

Grounds 

Social Ministry Board  Social Ministry Board  Social Ministry Board  Social Ministry Board  

Visitor  

Center 

 Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board  

Altar Guild 2 Sherrill Brekke 

Susan Layton 

Sherrill Brekke 

Susan Layton 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

11:15 September 2 September 9 September 16 September 23 

Acolyte Andrew Hollenberg Natalie Dorman Thomas Menke Quinn Otte 

Crucifer Thomas Menke Elizabeth Menke Jonathan Mierstchen Andrew Hollenberg 

Lector Kim Hutchinson Carol Strawn Christina Ferguson Janice Kolosseus 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Melanie Palmer 

Bill Puryear 

Elizabeth Menke 

Tiffany Menke 

Elizabeth Menke 

Tiffany Menke 

Mary Hackerman 

Lenora Ohlenbush 

Asst Minister Sharon Richter Tiffany Menke Tiffany Menke Bob Medlen 

Ushers 4 Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Greeters 2  Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board  

Visitor Center  Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board   Youth & Family Board  

Altar Guild 2 Sherrill Brekke 

Susan Layton 

Sherrill Brekke 

Susan Layton 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 

September 30 

Emma Keller 

Harrison Funchess 

Nancy Holmes 

Jon Holmes 

Megan Paulson 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

 Youth & Family Board  

Social Ministry Board  

 Youth & Family Board  

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

September 30 

Thomas Menke 

Elizabeth Menke 

Lucille Smith Lien 

Mary Hackerman 

Lenora Ohlenbush 

Bob Medlen 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

 Youth & Family Board  

 Youth & Family Board  

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 



September Calendar Events 
 

1 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204)  / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

2 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship (FH) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

3 Monday – All Day Office/School Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC) 

 

4 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 10:30 AM Women’s Connection / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) /  

5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (207) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) /  

7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

5 Wednesday –  12:00 PM Youth/Family Board Meeting (207) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 

PM AA (300)   

 

6 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 10:00 AM RR Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA 

 

7 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

8 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM ISA Workshop (101) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group 

(400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 7:00 PM Lutherhill Gala (Woodlands) 

 

9 Sunday –  All Day Launch Day / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Launch Day / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 

2:30 PM Handbells (208) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Parent Confirmation Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Stock Holder’s Dinner (FC) 

 

10 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting 

  

11 Tuesday –  8:00 AM Breakfast @ Faith (300) / 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 

 6:00 PM DS Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

  

12 Wednesday – / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

13 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) 

 

14 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Saturday –All Day MM Articles Due / 9:00 AM The Bridge (FH) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

16 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship /2:30 PM Handbells / 

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

 

17 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

18 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101) / 

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

19 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) 

 

20 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) /  6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 6:30 PM Single & Parenting (204) / 6:30 PM MDO Potluck Dinner / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

21 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

22 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /9:15 AM Activities Board Meeting (101) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) /3:00 PM AA (300)   

 

23 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 

 3:30 PM Handbells (208) / 4:30 Confirmation (FH, 202, 204) 

 

24 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

25 Tuesday –  8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) /  

7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

26 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Thursday –  8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM MM Assembly / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) /  

6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 6:30 PM Single & Parenting (204) 

 

28 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)     

 

29 Saturday – 8:00 AM Altar Guild Meeting (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)   

 

30 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 

 3:30 PM Handbells (208) / 4:30 Confirmation (FH 202,204) 



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithchurchfamily.org (email) 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy DeClouette  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 

Dr. Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling 281-480-7554 

Mountain Mover 
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4600 Bellaire Blvd. 

Bellaire, TX 77401 
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