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Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson 

Senior Pastor 
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“Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your masters...”  Colossians 

3:23 

 

The last thing I did, immediately before opening this newsletter to write my column, was finish up my 

preparations for next week’s performance review conversations with our paid church staff. This year 

the reviews will include their own self assessments, some feedback from 3-5 lay leaders with whom 

they work, and my thoughts. Together we will take stock of where we fit in the ministry as a whole, 

how we are doing, and where we need to put our focus in the year to come. Many of you do the same 

things where you work...and most of you might join me in mixed feelings about the whole process. 

 

On the one hand, I appreciate this time because it gives me time to express my appreciation for the 

gifts that our staff brings to our ministry. But, on the other hand, it would be horrible if I wasn’t 

expressing such appreciation on the run, all year long. And if anyone is under-performing, I wouldn’t be 

doing my job if I stored up such information until now. So, for me at least, performance reviews have 

their place. We do them. We do them slightly different each year. They have value. 

 

As I read through the self assessments and the lay leader feedback, it caused me to think again about 

what I look for in staff people...and, by extension I think, in all leaders and volunteers in the church. It 

comes down to three things for me: 

 

Competence—We all have gifts to share. Hopefully we have the right set of gifts to do the work to 

which we have been called. We can develop our gifts, learn enough to fine tune them and even expand 

them, but we need to be able to get the job done. We also need a wide variety of gifts. We look for 

staff, leaders, and volunteers who are great at what they do and then we get out of the way and let 

them do it. 

 

Chemistry—It is really helpful to genuinely like the people with whom we work. We need to practice 

what it takes to develop and deepen relationships. We need to be honest and forthright with one 

another. We need to laugh together and support one another.   

 

Character—The people on our church staff know that we are privileged to receive a salary to do what 

we do. We are set free to focus on ministry—even as our lay leaders have to squeeze what they do in 

church on top of all the demands of home and work. So we need people to truly care about the 

ministry and the people involved. We need people with courage. We want people who are dependable, 

prompt, organized, trustworthy, loyal, and diligent. We want staff members who are coachable and 

able to coach others. 

 

I look at this list and I look at our staff and I thank God for Ana Rivas, our unsung custodian who works 

harder than any of us; Alicia Obando, safe guarding our property and showing hospitality to guests 

seven days a week; Vanessa Cruzan, who has grown so much this year as our Office Coordinator, 

keeper of the church schedule, and organizer of Parent’s Night Out; Stacy Williams, our Operations 

Manager and my right hand woman who has earned my trust and that of the congregation; Jennifer 

Finley, bright, eager, caring, and creative as she balances the demands and challenges of our learning, 

youth, and family ministries; Alan Balius, excellent musician and loving choirmaster; Clayton Faulkner, 

gifted, creative, insightful, hard-working and deeply spiritual Director of Worship, Music, and 

Technology; and now Pastor Junfeng Tan, with a loving pastor’s heart, a passion for reaching new 

people, and a wonderful complement to me.   

 

We have a tremendous staff at Faith Lutheran Church and I am grateful to each of you members and 

friends of the congregation, for your time, your talents, and your financial support which enables our 

staff to do what we are called to do among you. September opens with Labor Day—and today I am so 

thankful for those with whom I labor each week. 

Thank You for 

New Chairs 
 

Our new chairs are 

on the way and I am 

personally very 

grateful that we got 

this done.  Thank 

you for your 

generosity. 

 

Partly, I wanted to 

see better chairs for 

our new 6TEN 

worship experience.  

But mainly I wanted 

to see our whole 

campus band 

together—and that 

happened. 

 

The Church Council 

led the way in 

putting their money 

where their vote 

was.  Various AA 

groups pitched in.  

The Cornerstone 

families bought 73.  

Even Clarance Smith 

and his wife bought 

some chairs in 

honor of their 25
th 

wedding 

anniversary. 

 

The umbrella under 

which people are 

ministered to at, 

and by, Faith 

Lutheran Church 

stretches wide.  And 

now we will sit 

there more 

comfortably. 



PAGE 3 S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 3  I S S U E  9  

My wife Eunsook and I received our temporary Texas driver’s licenses several days ago (the official ones 

will be mailed to us in two weeks). The driver’s license office we went to was the Houston-Gessner mega 

center. What a big crowd we saw there. We each picked up a number at the entrance of the large office 

building and then waited for three hours to have our applications processed. The waiting room of the 

license center reminded me of the train in Shanghai.  

 

Last July Eunsook, John, and I traveled to Shanghai, China to bring our adopted son Joseph home. We 

took a train from Shanghai to Pudong Airport to the hotel in Shanghai’s inner city. I breathed a sigh of 

relief when the train left the airport, because almost every passenger had a seat. John even moved from 

one row of seats to another to play and have some fun. However, I became more and more nervous as 

the train moved closer and closer to the city center: the crowds at each train station got thicker and 

thicker until it was simply impossible for some of the passengers to avoid pushing and shoving each other 

when the train made stops and people tried to get on and off the train as fast as they could. Having lived 

in sparsely populated South Dakota for 10 years, I no longer felt comfortable sharing a highly confined 

space with so many strangers. I found myself trying to distance myself from the crowds. It made me 

think, “I feel sorry for all these people who have to commute to work daily under this kind of condition, I 

just have to pass through this city. I am glad I do not have to endure what they have to on a daily basis. 

Let me have some patience and we will be back to South Dakota in two weeks.” But another voice inside 

me whispered, “This is my native land, they are my people. I am one of them. I am not going to complain. 

Instead, I am willing to live as one of them as long as I travel in China.” Indeed after that we rode the city 

train many times during our five-day stay in Shanghai.  

 

Even though the vast majority in the waiting room of the license mega center are not Chinese, I did not 

feel out of place. Actually I was quite happy to have the opportunity to see so many people with 

extremely diverse backgrounds gathering in one place. I struck up a conversation with a man from 

Mexico sitting next to me. As we swapped our own life stories I found some common threads: coming to 

the United States, living and working in different places, starting a family, moving to Houston, and finally 

coming to the same place to apply for a Texas driver’s license. When I left the license center, I felt 

grateful for the time I had to wait at a place with the many faces I saw there. I felt oneness and 

connection with all of them. It was at that moment that I remembered what Thomas Merton, perhaps 

the most famous American monk, wrote about his experience of going to downtown Louisville, Kentucky,  

 

“In Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Walnut, in the center of the shopping district, I was suddenly 

overwhelmed with the realization that I loved all those people, that they were mine and I theirs, that we 

could not be alien to one another even though we were total strangers…I suppose my happiness could 

have taken form in the words, “Thank God, thank God that I am like other men, that I am only a man 

among others….’ It is a glorious destiny to be a member of the human race, though it is a race dedicated 

to many absurdities and one which makes many terrible mistakes; yet, with all that, God himself gloried 

in becoming a member of the human race….I have the immense joy of being [hu]man, a member of a 

race in which God himself became incarnate. As if the sorrows and stupidities of the human condition 

could overwhelm me, now I realize what we all are.”  

 

Houston is a wonderful international city. We see and meet people from all corners of the global village 

all the time. Here is a spiritual exercise I’d like us to practice: every time when we see a small or big group 

of people, let us whisper these words in our heart, “I love all those people…they were mine and I theirs… 

we could not be alien to one another.” When we consistently practice this spiritual exercise over a period 

of time, I believe the mystery of the Apostle Paul’s words will become real and transparent to us: “There 

is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 

you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Then we will know what it means to offer the gift of radical 

hospitality to one another.  

No Longer Alien To One Another  
by Rev. Junfeng Tan  

Associate Pastor 



Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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Goodbye Summer, hello Fall!   

 

We really do have two beginnings within our culture. The beginning of the calendar year brings 

resolutions, cleaning out closets, a fresh start, saying good-bye to the previous year—good or bad. And 

we experience another beginning with a new school year, back to routine, cleaning out my kids’ closets, 

and a new Season of Learning. 

 

I can’t help but comment on the fact that we, as Christians, also have two beginnings:  the day we are 

born and the day we were baptized. For some, those are only a few weeks or month apart. For others, it 

can be years and truly a new beginning - a chance to be the creation God intended each of us to be. Like 

a cleaning out of ourselves, not just clothes and shoes. St. Paul wrote in his second letter to the 

Corinthians, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ….”  

 

But what about Christians who are not newly baptized and feel they need a “fresh start?” Life can be a 

burden and just really a drag sometimes. What can we do to jumpstart our faith then? Come to the 

baptismal font on Sunday, September 8 for a renewal of your baptism and a fresh start in your faith. Join 

a Learning Group and get to know some new people. Pick up the “Christ in our Home” devotion booklet 

at the Visitor Center in the church lobby. Make a commitment to read one chapter from the book of 

Proverbs each day for the next month (there are 31 and only 30 days in September, but that’s ok). Pray 

from the daily headlines. Pick one each day and pray for a person, family, nation, etc. Take charge of 

your faith life like you would your closet. Throw out what doesn’t fit and replace it with something that 

will feel good, right, meaningful, and soul-nurturing. 

                Blessings on Your Head, 

Stockholders Dinner 
We look forward to sharing our experiences from our 

mission trip in Arkansas this summer. 
 

Sunday, September 8, 2013 

7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

Dress is Arkansas Back Holler 
 

Bring your support badge as your ticket.  

One seat per $25 stock purchased last May. 
 

If you are able to attend, please let 

Jennifer Finley know at jfinley@faithbellaire.org  

on or before September 4. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

Jazz Sunday Launch Day - “Family & All That Jazz!” 

September 8 
 

Don’t miss out on a morning of fun and great music for the whole family. The band, 

“Jazz Sunday” will be playing at both services that morning and the fun will 

continue in the Faith Center at 10:15 AM with our Fall Launch Day. There will be 

New Orleans food, a photo booth for the family, a booth to make Mardi Gras masks 

for the kids, and a chance to get children and adults registered for a Learning Group 

while the music plays on!  See you there!  Laissez les bons temps rouler! 
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Faith Family Art Night 

Friday, September 27 at 6:45 PM - Fellowship Hall 
 

Don’t miss out on a great night of family art! Please don’t forget to RSVP on the Connection Card in worship 

or RSVP to faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com to make sure we have plenty of food and space for everyone! 
 

Who is invited? You are. Married, single, partnered, with kids, without kids - you are encouraged and invited 

to come and play. Your friends and neighbors are also welcome to join in on the fun! 

 

Soul Sisters - A Gathering of Women 

November 8-9 at La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa in Conroe 
 

For women 14 - 114 years old! This will be a valuable and memorable event for women of faith. Mark your 

calendars and gather up all of your womenfolk. Don’t miss out! 
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On Saturday, August 10, 2013, the first TUNE UP worship band 

gathering was held. Over 125 contemporary worship musicians 

and sound techs assembled on the campus of Faith Lutheran 

Church in Bellaire, TX for a day of learning, growing, and 

networking. The event was organized by the Worship Excellence 

Team of the TX-LA Gulf Coast Synod (ELCA) to provide training in 

the fundamentals of music and worship.  

 

The group that gathered represented 28 congregations including 

Lutheran, Nazarene, Episcopal, and Non-Denominational churches. 

Churches from as far away as Austin, TX and Chalmette, LA 

brought musicians to attend the event. 

 

The schedule included times of worship, instrumental/vocal tracks, 

and conceptual tracks. A team of track leaders with main speaker 

Bishop Mike Rinehart led worship. The instrumental tracks were 

divided by specific instrument (acoustic guitar, electric guitar, bass 

guitar, keyboard, drums, vocals, sound tech). Each group gathered 

together for training and instruction specific to that instrument. 

Conceptual track offerings 

included sessions on arranging 

songs for worship, choosing 

songs for worship, and 

principles for worship. 

Additionally, a “Coaching for 

Bands” track was offered in 

which two church bands 

received feedback and help 

with their music from a panel 

of track leaders. 

 

One attendee commented, 

“It's nice to attend an event 

where you get something you 

can actually use.” Another 

said, “Thanks for doing this. It 

helped to refocus me on being 

a lead worshipper instead of a 

lead guitarist.” 

 

An overwhelming amount of 

positive responses suggest 

that we will likely offer the 

event again in the future. 

Watch the event website for 

details: TuneUpGathering.org.  

TUNE UP worship band gathering Recap 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 



"I desire mercy, and not sacrifice. I came not to call 

the righteous, but sinners." (v. l9). 

 

Matthew knew, and we know, that we are sinners 

unworthy of even a speck of mercy from God. "But," 

Jesus would say, "that's exactly what I came to 

deliver; to give you mercy you had no access to and 

forgiveness you desperately needed."  

 

We don't need - nor are we able - to explain away 

our sins. Jesus has already settled the score by 

taking the punishment for those sins. They're gone. 

He's opened a place in God's heart and in heaven for 

us - his beloved sinner/saints.  

 

Pray: Thank You, Healer, for this new lease on life, 

full of health, joy, peace, and hope, in Christ.  Amen. 

Read Matthew 9:9-13 "But when he heard it, he 

said 'those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn 

what this means, I desire mercy and not sacrifice; 

for I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” (v. 

12-13) 

 

One day, unannounced, Jesus showed up at 

Matthew's tax revenue table. Jesus looked him in 

the eye and invited him, "Follow me." Then, we're 

told, Matthew "rose and followed him" (v. 9). 

 

Bursting with thankfulness, Matthew invited Jesus 

and some of his tax collector friends to his house 

for dinner. Matthew knew that in calling him, Jesus 

was forgiving and healing him with the kindest, 

deepest mercy from God. Matthew quotes Jesus: 
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Please join the Faith House Board and volunteers for dinner on September 21, at 5:30 PM in the Faith 

Center to celebrate 27 years of Faith House ministry. We will also raise funds for another year of blessing 

patients and their caregivers while visiting Houston for care and treatment in the medical center.   

 

Tickets for the catered dinner are $27 and are on sale now in the church office. You may also purchase 

tickets on Sunday morning, September 8 and 15. Please plan to purchase your tickets in advance so that 

we may get as close as possible to an accurate count for the caterer. A few tickets will be available the 

evening of the dinner. 

 

We hope that you will further support Faith House at the dinner with donations to help fund much 

needed replacements of worn out and broken items. The Faith House board has prepared a “gift registry” 

detailing the furnishings that it hopes to fund with proceeds from this year’s birthday celebration. A copy 

of the gift registry will be available at the ticket sales table. We encourage all Faith members to follow 

our birthday tradition and ‘give a gift to Faith House.’ To give a gift, select a gift card with the description 

and cost for one item; you may pay for that item with a check or credit card. 

 

Faith House rent income (raised this year to $24/day for the apartments and $18/day for the rooms in 

the house) is sufficient to cover the monthly operating expenses of the ministry, but does not generate 

sufficient funds for major repairs and replacements. However, the affordability of the housing for guests 

already bearing the financial burdens of an illness is one of the fundamental aspects of this ministry. Your 

donations will help Faith House maintain its modest rent schedule, while at the same time maintaining 

the quality and integrity of the facilities. 

 

We understand that some Faith members would like to attend the Faith House birthday celebration, but 

are unable to drive after dark. Even though dinner will begin early, a dinner in September may mean a 

drive home in the dark. If you would like to attend the dinner and want to ride with someone else, please 

contact Vanessa in the church office to let her know that you need a ride. Likewise, if you would like to 

volunteer to serve as a driver for a fellow guest or two to the dinner, please contact Vanessa at 713-664-

3048 or email vcruzan@FaithBellaire.org. 

Happy Birthday, Faith House! September 21, 2013 
by Kelley Keller 

Prayer Corner - The Best Medicine  
by Peggy Porter 
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Number 476, A Personal Experience from the Heart 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

(Genesis 1:20) “And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures…..”  And God saw 

that it was good. 

 

Well it has finally happened.  I guess it was inevitable. Space Age technology has arrived at the far end 

of Grand Cayman Island. Not on land, but in the Caribbean waters that surround the island. 

 

The Department of Environment (DOE) is conducting a research project on the migratory habits of the 

Caribbean Reef Shark, the most common of all the sharks in the area. To do this they catch sharks on 

hook and line, tag them on their dorsal fin and return them to the sea. Each tag is bright yellow, has a 

number on it and contains a microchip that emits an electronic signal that is transmitted to the DOE so 

they can track each shark. 

 

While on vacation recently, I was diving on a reef admiring God’s beautiful underwater world when 

suddenly I saw a shark approaching (“JAWS” theme music please!). I could see that it was a Caribbean 

Reef Shark about eight feet in length and probably two hundred pounds. The shark had a yellow tag on 

its dorsal fin with the number 476 on it. He turned and we swam close together for several minutes 

before he turned and disappeared from my view. What a fantastic experience. My heart was pounding!  

Fast forward a couple of days later and we are diving on another beautiful coral reef, and who should I 

see again but #476. He did not seem to be in a hurry and I had the feeling he was saying “Hi Cliff. Nice to 

see you again.” Then he disappeared into the blue. I waved and thought to myself, “Goodbye #476. God 

willing, I will see you again.” This was a very personal experience with one of the most awesome 

creatures in God’s underwater world. It did tug on my heart. 

 

This incident has been on my mind ever since it happened.  As I thought about a topic for this article, it 

came to me that the sum of all our stewardship, time, talents, and finances is a very personal 

experience that comes from the heart. Paul in 2nd Corinthians, chapters 8 and 9 writes about the 

generosity of the Macedonian believers. He states how joyful they are in giving – how they give 

sacrificially, proportionally, and intentionally. 

 

Of all the spiritual disciplines that are presented in the Bible, stewardship is special in that it is the most 

directly connected to the status and condition of our hearts. Jesus recognized this fact when he quoted 

Isaiah: “This people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far away from me” (Mark 7:6). 

 

What does all of this mean to you and me? It means that we should seriously consider that all of our 

stewardship efforts (time, talents, and finances) are very personal experiences that come from our 

hearts. 

 

How Do You See Stewardship at Work in Our Church? 

Several people observed that when asked, many church members stepped up and gave additional gifts 

when Pastor Kerry made the appeal for money to repair the A/C and for covering general operating 

expenses over the summer. Also the “Buy a Chair” campaign has been endorsed by Cornerstone families 

who use our facilities. They have pledged to purchase 73 chairs, and several of those youth assisted in 

the CCSC Back to School Drive. I have heard that the AA groups that use our facility have pledged to 

purchase a number of chairs also.   

 

An example of above and beyond giving at Faith Church. 

In order to have fresh flowers in the chancel every Sunday morning, a member has paid for them 

anonymously when there was not an order for that Sunday to ensure we always have flowers. 

 

Did You Know? 

During the Summer months our electricity on average cost $6,000 compared to $15,000 we were 

spending two years ago. We were able to bring the cost down because a member faithfully reviewed 

our contract and found a much better plan. 

 



Rebecca-Ruth Circle is a group of women that meet the first Thursday of every month for fellowship and 

learning. We will meet on September 5 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room. Pastor Nelson will 

conduct the Bible study. Please bring a sack lunch and stay for desserts and wonderful fellowship.  We 

would love to see you there. 

 

For questions, call Patti Hickerson, 713-668-3628.  

Rebecca-Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will meet September 10 inside the church office at 9:30 AM. Everyone is 

welcome! You should join us!  

 

For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 
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In its mission to follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love, Faith offers a number of 

healing ministries through which the church creates spaces and opportunities for people to experience 

God’s healing presence, power, and provision. Guest comments reflect that Faith is succeeding in that 

mission with Faith House. On leaving Faith House, guests are asked:  “How can we serve our guests 

better? Please take a moment to let us know how we’re doing.” The following are excerpts from some 

of the guest responses over the past year. These words of thanks are for all of you who support Faith 

and its healing ministries. 

 

“This is a great service you are doing. I know that the Lord will always reward you. We...are grateful for 

what you are doing.  Will be praying for you all. Thanks to the Lord for people like you.” (San Juan, 

Texas) “Thank you for this special ministry. We pray for God’s blessings in your efforts here.”  

(Oklahoma) “Thanks for your kind hospitality. The apartment was very much a blessing for us.” (North 

Carolina) “Thank you for keeping this ‘blessing’ available! It makes a difference. Beautiful people at 

Faith House!  Second stay for us, and how grateful we are!!” (Louisiana) “Thank you so much for your 

ministry here. It has been a blessing. A special thanks to Karen [Ellison] and a host of volunteers!”  

(Alaska) “Thank you and your staff for providing this haven for us.” (Alabama) “We are so happy we had 

the opportunity to stay here. Everyone was very kind and friendly...God bless you all.” (Amarillo, Texas) 

“You all are angels from God.  That the best serve. Thank you all.  Bless you, God bless you.”  (Lyford, 

Texas) “Your house and services were God sent. I cannot think of a thing that would make our stay 

better. We thank God for you all.” (Midland, Texas) “I would like to thank the Faith House for letting us 

stay in this house...I feel like I’m home. Thank you so much.  And, thanks to Karen [Ellison].  God bless 

you.” (Arizona) “Thank you for the opportunity to stay at Faith House.  It has been a blessing . . . to 

have had a place to stay so convenient to the hospital.” (Alabama) “We have no complaints at all! It’s a 

lovely establishment and well supported by its volunteers and church attendees. Thank you for the 

[Thanksgiving] holiday dinner and wonderful goodies!” (La Feria, Texas) “What a wonderful gift for 

cancer patients far from home and friends. Roxy [Funchess] was very welcoming and thoughtful. . . 

Thanks so much.” (Utah) “Your facility is a fabulous, relaxing, and spirit-filled home away from home. 

May God continue to bless each and every one of you.”  (Louisiana) “Thank you so much for your 

ministry here. It relieves so much stress during already stressful times to have such a wonderful and 

inexpensive place to stay. Having small children adds to the burden of an illness, but since you allow 

them, it makes things 10x easier. The space that we have here compared to a hotel allows them 

freedom to move a little too. Thank you again!”  (Florida) “May God continue to bless this ministry. It is 

a great blessing for those who are fortunate enough to have access to it.”  (Mississippi) “Thank you very 

much for assisting us.  Thank you for the opportunity to bond with others who have medical problems.  

What a blessing!” “Thank you for the wonderful hospitality.  The blessings we received while being here 

were far greater than we imagined. Please continue to provide for those in need and do God’s work.” 

(Bridge City, Texas) 

Thank You Faith House  

by Kelley Keller 
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For reservations 

please contact  

Lutherhill at  

lutherhill.org 

or  

979-249-3232. 

Save the Date for Family Camp at Lutherhill 

November 15-17 
 

Mark your calendars now for the 3
rd

 Annual Faith Family Camp. All ages and families are invited to spend 

the weekend in God’s great outdoors. $75 per person 13 years and older; $40 per person 12 years and 

younger.  

 

Register at lutherhill.org. If you have questions, contact Jennifer Finley in the church office. 

Summer 2013  

Lutherhill Crew 
 

Back row left: Chelea Thompson,  

Annika Becker, Nate Michaud, Niko 

Warden, Andy Allen, Dylan McGouldrick, 

Ben Finley, Zach Michaud, Daniel Farner, 

Lauren Finley, Gracie Santos, Mac 

Berglund, Lance Warden 

 

Front Row: Aaron Allen, Caleb Seitz, Ava 

Cauley, and Elsa Becker 

 

Embraced With Grace! 

SonShine Children’s Choir 
 

The SonShine Children’s Choir is set to begin their Fall 

season at Faith! Rehearsals will be September 8, 15, 

22, and 29 at 9:00 AM during The Gathering worship. 

The rehearsal will finish about when the peace is 

shared during the service and children will be returned 

to their parents. The kids will present their music 

during both worship services on October 6. There are 

also plans to begin work on a special Christmas 

presentation in the month of November! 
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News from the Day School 
by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 

The new school year is here! On Wednesday, August 28 at noon, we closed our Storybook Summer.  

One of our final books was A House for Hermit Crab by Eric Carle. This charming book tells the story of a 

hermit crab that outgrows its shell and must find a new one. As the hermit crab tries to make its new 

home more comfortable, it meets many new friends along the way. Many of the children in the Day 

School are like the hermit crab. They are headed off to new, larger schools and classrooms and will 

make new friends on the journey. We were sad to see our friends go, but we know that it’s for the best 

as they outgrow what we have to offer here at the Day School. Our students have gone off in many 

directions to schools including Mark Twain, Condit, Roberts, Horn, River Oaks Baptist, and Mandarin 

Chinese Immersion Magnet School. We will miss you, dear friends! 

 

After we concluded our Storybook Summer, we closed the school for two and a half days for Teacher In-

Service. New this year, we spent this time cleaning classrooms, redecorating, planning curriculum, 

meeting as teaching teams, and participating in necessary trainings. Each teacher at the Day School is 

required to complete 24 hours of professional development and training each year. While teachers 

often have to spend their weekend and evening hours completing these trainings, our In-Service 

provided each teacher with the opportunity to earn up to seven of the required hours. During our In-

Service, we spent time learning about child abuse, lesson planning, and other ministries of the church. 

Since we have so many new teachers at the school, we also spent time just getting to know each other 

and learning how we can best work together. Stacy Williams led us in two important team building 

sessions. The teachers were thrilled to have this time to work and plan for the new school year.     

 

One final new face here at the Day School is that of our new Bridge Kindergarten Teacher, Paula 

Castrucci. Paula is a graduate of Wilkes University in Pennsylvania (BS Music Education) and Fairleigh 

Dickenson University in New Jersey (MA Learning Disabilities). Her teaching experience includes both 

public and private schools in New Jersey and Houston. Paula is energetic and is very excited about 

serving as our Bridge Kindergarten Teacher. Paula and her husband Jamie Keys have four grown 

children living in Austin, Houston, and New Orleans. She enjoys singing, reading, and traveling. 

Paula Castrucci: Day School Teacher of the Month  

What age do you teach? I teach the Bridge Kindergarten class. 

 

What are your hobbies? I enjoy singing, reading, walking, and yoga. 

 

Where are you from?  I was born in Boston and grew up in New York. 

 

Tell us about your family life. Together with my husband, Jamie Keys, we have four grown children who 

live in Austin, Houston, and New Orleans.   

 

Fun fact?  I love watching Masterpiece Theater on PBS. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? Watching a child’s face when they make a connection between 

something they already know and something new that I am teaching. 

“One Day at a Time” 

Standing together where spirituality and recovery meet. The Bridge 2013 is FREE and open to everyone 

in the community seeking information and insight into helping themselves or those they love in 

resisting and recovering from addictive illnesses. Register today @ FaithBellaire.org or on the back of 

the Connection Card. 

The Bridge 

Saturday, September 14 from 9:00 AM - Noon 
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Thank you God for _________, _______, and _______! 

by Mardi Mayerhoff 

How do you fill in the blanks each day as you live your life?  What do we have to be thankful for?  

When should we lift up thanks to the Lord?   

 

In this busy season when we are starting new school schedules and are beginning to think about the 

approaching holidays of Thanksgiving and Christmas, do you need to think about your relationship 

with God and how he has showered you with so many blessings? Maybe you are concerned with 

some issues in your life and don’t see how you can live out the verse to “give thanks in all 

circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).    

 

God is inviting you to find answers to these questions by joining the First Place 4 Health group that 

meets at Faith on Tuesday evenings in the Faith Center room 306. The 12 week Bible study for this 

learning session is “A Thankful Heart.” Each week contains seven short daily lessons on thankfulness 

and how we can apply being thankful in all circumstances of our daily lives.   

 

In addition to the wonderful Bible studies, we work on finding balance in our lives in the four parts of 

our being - spiritual, physical, mental, and emotional. The male and female members of the group all 

want to improve their physical bodies, in which the Holy Spirit lives, for service to God. We all have 

found that it is not just what we put into our bodies that affects the way we look and feel, but it is 

how we feed our soul and handle our emotions that often triggers our unhealthy habits. 

 

If you want to find out more, please attend the orientation session on Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

at 7:00 PM in room 306 in the Faith Center. You can call or email the FP4H Leader Mardi Mayerhoff 

(713-203-1875 or mgmayerhoff@juno.com) with questions or find out more about First Place 4 

Health at www.fp4h.com. 

 

Thank you God for the people you will send to gather weekly to learn more about your word that is 

given to us in your holy book, the Bible. Thank you for the people who captured your instructions so 

that we can study and learn how to apply them in our lives in 2013. Thank you for the blessings in 

each of our lives and for the strongholds, both good and bad, that bring us to you in prayer for 

guidance and comfort.  Amen. 

This October the Stewardship Board will 

be inviting every member to attend a 

small gathering of people for a heart to 

heart conversation about our roles in 

the life and ministry of Faith. They are 

setting aside 25 times for people to 

gather. Some of these 90 minute 

gatherings will be at church - hopefully 

most will be held in people's homes.   

 

Right now they are looking for people 

willing to host a gathering. If you are 

willing to be a host (providing space, 

snacks/desserts, coffee, water, tea) 

please contact Mardi Mayerhoff at 713- 

203-1875. Also, please be open to the 

possibility of serving if she calls you. 

Heart to Heart Gatherings in October 
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A new worship experience has begun at Faith. On Sunday, September 8, 

6TEN will have its fourth worship experience. The experience usually lasts 

50 minutes and meets in the Faith Center gym. It is completely different 

from Sunday morning worship. 

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple of reasons. One, because the experience 

will begin at 6:10 PM. The name also comes from a story in the Bible about 

Jesus healing a man with a withered hand. Luke 6:10 says, “After looking 

around at all of them, he said to him, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, 

and his hand was healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an experience of gratitude and healing.” Through 

holy communion, anointing with oil, music, and prayer we will give thanks 

for God’s restoration and redemption. Everyone is welcome. 

6TEN Experience on September 8 

Imagine having to walk seven to ten miles every day – just to 

attend school. It’s a long, hot journey and you are worried 

about your family who need help back at home. But you 

know that an education is the best way to secure a better 

future.  

 

Having to choose between supporting their family or an 

education is a real challenge faced by thousands of girls in 

the rural areas of Malawi, one of the poorest countries in 

Africa. 

 

But thanks in part to your support many girls are no longer 

faced with this obstacle.  

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi is not only one of the fastest growing Lutheran churches in 

the world, but it’s also a trusted leader in providing some of the most basic human needs. In addition to 

spreading the message of God’s unconditional love, the church is often the place where the community 

turns for health care, food, and even education. 

 

With help from you through the ELCA, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi started a primary 

education program. This program turned church buildings in remote areas into classrooms. While the 

community uses the building for worship on Sundays, students occupy the building during the week. 

Children no longer need to make the tough decision of dropping out of school or walking miles to 

receive an education. They can study right in the community.  

 

We are a church that believes God is calling us into the world - together. Through your weekly offering 

to your congregation and your gifts to ELCA Vision for Mission, your help strengthens our church’s 

commitment to love and serve God’s people, around the corner and around the world. 

 

Together, we are helping open doors to new ministries, revitalizing existing congregations, sharing the 

gospel with others, and growing the church for the sake of the world. We accomplish more together 

than we could ever do otherwise.  

 

Thank you for your partnership – both prayerfully and financially – in transforming lives. 

 

We cannot keep silent about what we have seen and heard! Acts 4:20 

God’s Work Our Hands 
by Christine Donahue, Gulf Coast Synod Mission Interpreter Coordinator 
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Pastor Junfeng Tan’s Installation - August 25 

As we enter the new school year, we will restart 

some of our fundraising efforts from previous 

years.  On Tuesday, September 24, we will eat 

dinner in support of the Day School at Los Tios 

Meyerland.  

 

We know that this is a favorite restaurant. Please 

see the flyer to the left and pick up additional 

flyers at the church office or in your bulletin. 

 

We are also collecting Box Tops for Education as 

we do every year.  We earned over $500.00 for the 

Day School last year. This year let’s double this 

amount, so don’t forget to clip and save Box Tops 

from the items you use each day. You can always 

turn them in to the canister at the Visitor Center. 

 

As always, thank you for your support of this 

ministry! 

Day School Fundraiser 

by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 



The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is to 

follow Jesus in blessing the world with 

faith, hope, and love. 

Visit us online: 

FaithBellaire.org 
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Kevondra Williams: Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month  

What age do you teach? I teach the two year old bumble bee class. 

 

What are your hobbies? When I am not busy working in the Day School or Parent’s Night Out, I enjoy 

playing and spending time with my son Myles.  

 

Where are you from? I am from Alexandria, Louisiana. 

 

Tell us about your family life. My mom, Stacy Williams, is the Operations Manager at Faith. I have a 16 

month old son named Myles. 

 

Fun Fact? I am a MOM! Also I love to draw and be creative. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? I love kids and love interacting with them. 

Our September Faith Family Service Project is brought to you by the Allen family.  

 

All month, Tim, Luetta, Annabelle, Andy, and Aaron will be collecting your old, worn out shoes. They 

will be donating our shoes to an organization called F2O (Funds 2 Organizations). And we have the 

opportunity to be a double blessing in the world through this group. 

 

Here’s how it works...F2O receives our shoes and sells them to a micro-enterprise in Haiti with a small 

mark up. The Haitian business owner will repair, refurbish, and in some cases, melt down the shoes, 

and sell them in the local markets. The monies F2O makes (less the cost of shipping the shoes) will be 

sent to the Allen’s charity of choice, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Funds raised for the LLS go 

towards funding patient support and life-saving research. 

 

"...we will repurpose thousands of unwanted items to create and/or sustain micro-enterprise 

opportunities for low-income entrepreneurs in developing nations, dramatically reduce the impact of 

post-consumer waste in our nation’s landfills, and generate revenue for your charity of choice.” 

 

“Used shoes are in huge demand in developing nations and it is truly amazing to see how the personal 

and public economics receive a desperately needed boost. Your shoes will create sustainable economic 

means in countries where little hope of such conditions are offered…It is nothing short of breathtaking 

to learn how appreciative the people are and how resourceful they are with the products they  

receive…" (taken from the F2O website) 

 

For more information about F2O, visit their website at Funds2Orgs.com. Watch Sunday bulletins for 

more collection details. 

Family Service Project 

Save Your Old Shoes - Regardless of Condition!! 



Christian Community Service Center (CCSC) is grateful to 

report on yet another successful Back To School! It was 

our 27th year to serve underprivileged students through 

this program. The committee, staff members, and clients 

are incredibly appreciative for the outpouring of support 

from our community – thank you! Here are some highlights 

from Back To School 2013:  

 

Our goal was surpassed: 6,572 students enrolled in Pre-

Kindergarten through eighth grade received a new, grade-

appropriate package of school supplies and a voucher for 

new uniforms/shoes. Because of this program, children are 

better prepared for their first day of school and for 

achieving academic success! 

 

♦49% were female; 51% male.  

♦94% of clients served were Hispanic; 3% African 

American; and the remaining 3% of other ethnicities.  

♦The program was offered to clients living in 32 zip 

codes, as well as a partnership with an organization 

that serves the homeless. The majority of our clients 

came from areas in Gulfton, Sharpstown, and near 

Hobby  Airport.  

 

4,069 of these children were assisted at our community 

event:  

 

♦Children served through our distribution event received hygiene kits thanks to a generous grant 

from the Louise J. Moran Foundation.  

♦Families were also able to browse gently used clothing and shoes.  

♦90.4% of clients who pre-registered in May attended the event.  

♦There was a substantial volunteer turnout: approximately 687 volunteers contributed more than 

2753 hours to Back To School 2013, from the registration phase through event clean up!  

 

2,503 of these children were served directly at their 

schools or organizations:  

 

 

Thank you again to the CCSC Community!  

Your support made an amazing difference in the lives of 

these children!  
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CCSC Back to School Program Summary 



 

September 6 - Karaoke/ Dance Party 

 

This was one of the most popular nights from the Summer season. The kids will get to enjoy music and 

also listen to some of their friends sing and act. Also to add a little twist to the original night we will be 

teaching them some different types of line dances. 

 

September 20 - Wii Party 

 

An alternative way of game night with Wii and Xbox games like Super Mario Brothers, Just Dance, and 

Michael Jackson: The Experience, just to name a few. We have games to not only entertain them but 

also make them get up and move. 

 

Stay tuned, the schedule of dates and themes will be updated monthly! 

PNO is Back By Popular Demand! 
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Elementary Families Pool Party - August 23 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—September 2013 

9:00 

 

September 1 September 8 September 15 September 22 

Acolytes 2 Joshua & Jacob 

 Boihem 

Michael Farner 

Daniel Farner 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Maralena Dobbins 

Harrison Funchess 

Thomas Huwyler 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Elaine & Awny Gabriel Mark & Marsha  

Zimmermann 

Asst Minister 1 Bob Medlen Bob Medlen Holly Hruska-Spratlin Holly Hruska-Spratlin 

Ushers 4 Cory & LaRae Nelson Eric Lerch 

Karen Ellison 

Jon & Nancy Holmes Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Melinda & Dyan 

McGouldrick 

Tim & Luetta Allen 

Melinda & Dylan 

McGouldrick 

Outreach Board 

Common 

Grounds 

Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Altar Guild 2 Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Ida Medlen  

Joann  Meyer 

Ida Medlen  

Joann  Meyer 

Ida Medlen  

Joann  Meyer 

11:15 September 1  September 8 September 15 September 22 

Acolyte Myra Condit Myra Condit Elizabeth Menke Thomas Menke 

Crucifer Elizabeth Menke Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke Jonathan Mierstchen 

Lector Carol Strawn Doug Elsen Charles Porter Sharon Koch 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Sharon Koch 

Rebecca Gonchar 

Sharon Koch 

Rebecca Gonchar 

Mary Hackerman 

Sara Karow 

Mary Hackerman 

Sara Karow 

Asst Minister Sharon Richter Sharon Richter Myra Condit Myra Condit 

Ushers 4 Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Millholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Millholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Millholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Millholland 

Ralph Maple 

Greeters 2 Sharon Richter 

Melvin Richter 

Outreach Board Outreach Board Lucille Galassini 

Visitor Center Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Altar Guild 2 Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Ida Medlen  

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen  

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen  

Joann Meyer 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

September 29 

Helen Hecht 

Daniel Farner 

Marlaena Dobbins 

Diana Boihem 

Susan Tallman 

The Paulsons 

Outreach Board 

Outreach Board 

Outreach Board 

Open 

September 29 

Myra Condit 

Elizabeth Menke 

Sharon Richter 

Mary Hackerman 

Sara Karow 

Carol Strawn 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Millholland 

Ralph Maple 

Outreach Board 

Outreach Board 

Open  



September Calendar Events 

 

1 Sunday  – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Faith Fellowship (FH) / 10:15 AM Greeter Training (101) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  / 

1:00 PM HS Returns From Tubing Trip 

 

2 Monday Labor Day –  All Day Office and School Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) 

 

3 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

4 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters  (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (101) /  

8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

5 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) /  

7:00 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

6 Friday –  8:30 AM Classical Conversations Home School (FC)  / 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

7 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

8 Jazz Sunday– 9:00 AM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Launch Day (FC Gym) /  

11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 11:15 AM Youth/Family Board Meeting (209) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) /  6:10 PM  6TEN Worship (FC Gym) /  

7:00 PM Stockholders Dinner (FH)  

 

9 Monday  – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

10 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

11 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters  (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

12 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

13 Friday –  8:30 AM Classical Conversations Home School (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

14 Saturday – 9:00 AM Bridge Conference (FC Gym) / 9:00 AM Altar Guild Board Meeting (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 

9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  / 4:00 PM Young Families Gathering (Krueger Home) 

 

15 Sunday – All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 9:00 AM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) / 

10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 2:30 PM Youth/Family HS Team Meeting (FH) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) /  

3:30 PM Youth/Family FFF Meeting (FH) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH)  

 

16 Monday –   3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   

 

17 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School/Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

18 Wednesday –  9:00 AM LWR Quilters  (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

19 Thursday –   8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Day School Open House / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

20 Friday –  8:30 AM Classical Conversations Homeschool (FC) / 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) /  3:00 PM AA (300) / 

5:30 PM Faith House Birthday Party (FC Gym)  

 

22 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 9:00 AM SonShine Children’s Choir (FCGym) / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /  

11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

 

23 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

24 Tuesday – All Day Los Tios Day School Fundraiser (Meyerland ) / 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) /  

3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

25 Wednesday –  9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA  

 

26 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

27 Friday–  8:30 AM Classical Conversations Homeschool (FC) / 6:45 PM Faith Family Art Night (FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

28 Saturday– 8:45 AM Food Pantry (Gethsemane) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Sunday –  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 9:00 AM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /  

11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 

 

30 Monday –   3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 
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