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Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 

south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 

wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 

he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 

over to this chariot and join it.”  

 

So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 

And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that 

he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 

before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied 

him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The 

eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?”  

 

Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the 

good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; 

and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 

went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and 

went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 

through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 

Caesarea.  Acts 8:26-40 

 

If you skipped reading the above verses in order to get to what I have to say today, go 

back up and read them first.  And if you read them first, go back and read them again. 

 

This story is happening today at Faith Lutheran Church!  New people are hearing the 

good news about God’s love for them with fresh ears.  We will baptize more adults this 

year than ever before.  Easter joy comes when the resurrected Jesus lands anew in the 

lives of people and that is happening among us. 

 

But that is only where the story of new life in baptism begins.  Now we have to move on 

to the next steps, to Next Steps @ Faith.  I believe the most important project we are 

now working on is preparing to launch our new discipleship training program in 

September.  Often called the “catechumenate,” this will be a guided journey deeper 

into the heart of faith for those adults preparing for baptism, the recently baptized, or 

those long time folks who want to dig deeper and affirm their own baptism. 

 

As September approaches, we need to raise up a team of sponsors who are willing to 

guide these new disciples through the three Seasons of Learning that begin in 

September.  As sponsors, you will be deeply blessed by investing your life in the lives of 

others.  You will be modern day Philip’s living in the story of Acts 8.  If you feel called to 

become a Next Steps sponsor, please let me or Clayton Faulkner know. 

 

Now go back up and read from Acts 8 one more time.  Notice how God is driving 

everything that happens. An angel calls to Philip; the Spirit arranges the meeting.  It is a 

surprising encounter with a surprising person in a surprising place.  May God bring 

wonderful surprises into our lives as we respond like Philip.  Happy Easter Life! 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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2015 Synod Assembly of 

the Texas/Louisiana Gulf 

Coast Synod 
 

Every year, people from 

across the 110 congregations 

of our synod gather in 

assembly.  The same thing 

happens across all 65 synods 

of our denomination (the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America.) 

 

Why? 

 

One reason is the fiduciary 

responsibilities of the 

organization.  Our local 

synod office includes Bishop 

Michael Rinehart, and a 

small staff.  We support our 

synod staff in their work by 

our gifts of mission support 

money and our volunteer 

hours.  The synod assembly 

adopts the budget that 

captures their work. 

 

The assembly also elects 

various people to various 

leadership positions, hears 

reports, and sometimes 

offers a collective voice on 

topics of importance. 

 

The other reason for a synod 

assembly is to celebrate the 

ministry we share across our 

synod and across the whole 

church.  It is great to see so 

many faces, all signs of the 

good that comes as the 

people of God do what we 

have been called to do. 

 

Many thanks to Roxy 

Funchess, Beth Bruce, Jason 

Houlihan, Stacy Williams, and 

our pastors for bringing Faith 

to the 

assembly. 



Next Step: Bylaws 
by Kathy Patrick, Faith Lutheran Church Council President 
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The Center for Non-Profit Management describes  

bylaws as “the written rules by which an organization is 

governed.  In other words,  bylaws guide the board in 

conducting business. Carefully crafted bylaws and 

adherence to them can help ensure the fairness of 

board decisions and provide protections against legal 

challenges.” Improving our bylaws is the next step in 

our governance “Spring Cleaning” at Faith.   

 

Up to now, your Council has approved—and will eventually present for 

ratification—an extensive revision to the constitution that was 

undertaken for two purposes. First, the constitution had to be 

modernized to incorporate the mandatory provisions required of us as 

members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Second, it was 

our goal to align our governance model to emphasize the importance of 

a shared mission as the guiding principle for our governance and a 

shared ministry partnership between pastoral staff and lay leadership 

as a model for Christian ministry in our community.  The Synod has 

concluded its required review and approved these proposed changes. 

Accordingly, once the bylaws have been revised and presented to you 

informally for your consideration, we will schedule a congregational 

meeting to vote on whether to adopt the revised constitution and 

bylaws. It may be that we won’t do that until November; we may do it 

sooner, but we want to take the time we need to be sure everyone has 

had a chance to review and consider them fully before we present 

them for a congregational vote. 

 

So, what are we doing with the bylaws?  In simple terms, we are going 

to update the  bylaws to implement those changes needed to conform 

to how Faith’s Church Council is actually  governing the church in 

practice.  To put it bluntly:  Although Faith has bylaws, we do not follow 

them in key areas, because the existing bylaws have not kept up with 

the needs of the congregation and its ministry.  To cite a few examples, 

the bylaws mandate that the Council nominate two candidates for each 

Council position; if followed, this would have the congregation vote 

each year to reject the offer to serve of someone who was already a 

dedicated church leader.  

 

 

 

 

This serves no real purpose. In fact, requiring two candidates is 

detrimental to the shared sense of purpose we seek to engender 

among our elected leaders. As a result, it has been common practice in 

recent years for the Council to nominate only one candidate for each 

position and to take other nominations from the floor.  This is the 

better governance practice, but it does not conform to the bylaws. We 

are going to fix that, by writing into the bylaws what we already do; 

namely, nominate one candidate for each slate and take nominations 

from the floor.  Another example are the names of the boards.  The 

Board of Deacons is not only a “male dominant” name, it’s not even 

what we call that board now; instead, that board is the Board of 

Worship. Consistent with our commitment to a core value of radical 

hospitality, the Activities Board (in the  bylaws) has been called the 

Board of Hospitality for several years.   

 

So, we have work to do to prune and align the bylaws to conform to 

what we already do at Faith, so that our governance actually conforms 

to—and so can effectively guide—our practice as a Council.  Once the  

bylaws revision has been prepared and reviewed by the Council, we will 

make it available to you for your review, as well.  As we’ve previously 

announced, it is our intention to give the congregation plenty of notice 

of the anticipated changes (through advance distribution of the drafts 

and redlines marking changed passages) before we schedule a 

congregational meeting to discuss their approval. Once the meeting is 

scheduled, we will also schedule an information session for a Sunday or 

two during lunch (after The Gathering service) at which members of the 

Council will be available to answer questions about both the proposed 

constitutional revision and the proposed revision to the bylaws.  

Members are also welcome to come to a Council meeting to express 

any views or ask any questions you might have. 

 

Please keep this effort in your prayers. Improving and “regularizing” our 

governance is an important structural improvement we need to make 

as we continue to build the growing, caring, loving congregation God 

has called us all to build here at the corner of Bellaire and Avenue B.   

 

Mark 16:6:  And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has risen;  he is not here.”  

 

Sometimes, we find ourselves looking for the right thing in the wrong 

place.  We lose our keys and find them in the last place we think to 

look.  We lose the tool we really need to finish a job and then find it 

right under our nose.  If we look in the wrong places for simple things 

like that, is it any surprise that we also look for God and salvation in the 

wrong places? 

 

The women who went to Jesus’ tomb were not wrong to be looking for 

“the Crucified One.”  But they were looking in the wrong place.   

Jesus will always bear the marks of crucifixion, but as our living Lord 

who has conquered sin and death.  He bears the scars that announce 

that God doesn’t hold our sins against us.  By his resurrection, he 

announces that we, too, will rise to live with God forever. 

  

People still look for God in the wrong places.  But the Lord who created 

all things is not as hard to find as a lost set of keys.  Jesus is present 

where his word is proclaimed, where people are baptized in his name, 

and where his supper is celebrated. 

  

Pray:  Glorious God, thank you for bringing Christ to us when we think 

we have lost him.  Amen. 

Prayer Corner -  

“The Crucified One is Not Here”  
by Peggy Porter 
Read Mark 16:1-8  



Resurrection 
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation  

Resurrection is a story of life trumping death; a story of hope in shadowy hours of grief and despair; a 

story about a God that's not only with us, but a God that's for us. Something in me churns every time I 

hear this story. It’s a story drenched in possibility for our world. Resurrection is an invitation to 

participate, in God's resurrection work, in our culture of death.  

 

When we participate in God's restorative, redemptive, resurrection work, we do so not because God 

needs us, but because God wants us. God asks us. God invites us. Look at the story of Lazarus again. First, 

Jesus tells those standing around to move the stone blocking the tomb. And again, after Lazarus steps out of the grave, 

Jesus declares this to the community: “Unbind him, and let him go.” It's a charge. “Unbind him, and let him go.” It's a 

commission. “Unbind him, and let him go.” It's a command. Sure. Jesus could've mustered up some sort of messianic-mojo, 

snapped his fingers, and unwrapped Lazarus from his stinky cloths of death all by his Son-of-God-Self. But for some reason, 

Jesus charges the community to do the messy, post-miracle, stinky-work, of unbinding Lazarus, and letting him go.  

 

Here’s a crazy suggestion: perhaps, at least in part, this story is as much about the messy ministry that happens in the wake 

of the miracle, than it is about the miracle itself. Lazarus’ story is a call for us to roll up our sleeves, and roll away anything 

that blocks us from seeing those trapped or hidden away in places of death. This story is a commission to bear the image of 

God in Christ: the one who, in life and in death, is a God both with us and for us. 

 

Last week, Pastor Kerry talked about a family that needed a place to stay and I came to a 

revelation about opening ourselves up to others. The question rarely is “can we?” The 

question is “will we?” Will we, share with others our experiences of resurrection? Will we, 

open our homes to the unknown? Will we, go out and take on meaningful ministry, of which 

is dirty, dank and at times disturbing? Here at Faith we have and I pray we continue to be 

opened as we move through this resurrection celebration. 
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Faith Family Outdoor Movie Night  

April 10 @ 6:30 PM 

Showing: “Big Hero 6” 

 
It’s the 4th Annual Outdoor Movie Night!  But even if it rains, we’ll bring 

everything inside and still have a good time. Bring your blankets, coolers, 

camp chairs, and friends to a fun evening for kids and adults. Pizza and 

popcorn will be available.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

Christ is risen!  Sin, death and Satan are defeated.   

Really? Every time we turn on the evening news, it is obvious that the 

struggle between good and evil continues to this day. Every one of us is 

also vulnerable to sin, sin of commission and sin of omission. Every 

family has its own stories of pain, grief, and sadness. Two thousand 

years have passed since the resurrection of Jesus Christ, have we seen 

any diminishment of sin and evil in the world? When will the New 

Heaven and New Earth replace the old sin- heaven and earth?  

 

So, it is only natural for believers to ask and to wrestle with these post-resurrection 

questions: does it really matter that Christ is raised from the dead? What difference does 

Easter make in human history and in everyday life of you and me?  

 

British theologian, Alister McGrath, uses D-Day and VE-Day to help us understand the 

significance of the incarnation and resurrection of Jesus:  

 

“On a fateful day in June 1944, the Allied forces managed to establish a 

bridgehead in Europe on the beaches of Normandy. This momentous day was called “D-

Day” and historians have emphasized that it marked a decisive turning point in the history 

of the Second World War. The war was not won on that day—victory did not come until 

the following year, on “VE-Day (Victory in Europe day May 8), but in a sense, the war was 

won on D-day—because from that moment onwards, the war entered a new phase, a 

phase of victory. Looking back on the history of the Second World War, the great turning 

point may be identified as the seizing of a bridgehead, a small pocket of allied land in the 

midst of hostile territory, in June 1944.  

So it is with the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the 

incarnation, God established bridgehead in hostile territory from which to begin the re-

conquest of his own world. In Christ’s death and resurrection, we may see the age-old 

conflict between good and evil entering a new phase. It has not yet been won completely, 

but it is as if we have been granted a preview of the end of history and can know that, in 

the end, evil will be destroyed. And from that standpoint, the cross and resurrection are 

seen as the turning point, the moment in which victory was gained and yet not gained. The 

cross and resurrection are to D-Day as the end of history is to VE-Day. We know that sin 

and death are defeated, even if the battle goes on around us.” 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we 

struggle against dark and evil forces, 

especially when senseless tragedies, 

humiliating failures, and painful losses 

take place around us, we need not lose 

our heart. The good news is that Jesus 

Christ is the victor and can be trusted. 

When we join him in the battle, we will 

also share in his victory. The darkness and 

despair of Good Friday must and will give 

way to the joy and hope of Easter Day. As 

Billy Graham said, “I read the last page of 

the Bible, and it is all going to turn out all 

right.”   

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.  

Even If the Battle Goes On 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, April 9 

at 10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you 

to join us for Bible 

study.  Come hungry! 

Bring your sack lunch; 

desserts and drinks are 

provided. Socializing 

with the group is so 

joyful.   

 

All are welcome!!   

Women’s Ministry 
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�Campers: ages 5 - 6th grade by this 

summer 

�$130 per child/per week,  

each week is different 

�$30 discount if you register for  

all three weeks 

�$5 Sibling discount 

�Pizza on Wednesday is FREE! 

 

Early Bird
 discount  

ends April 1
!! 

Register O
nline at  

www.FaithBellaire.org 

Questions? Contact Jason Houlihan  

jhoulihan@faithbellaire.org 

Faith Camp presents... 

CAMP HOPE RODEO 

“The Ride of Your Life” 

June 22-26, June 29-July 3, July 6-10 

Bible Verse: 

Psalm 24:1 -The earth is the 

LORD’s and all that is in it, the 

world, and those who live in it. 

 

Quote: “If thy heart be straight 

with God, then every creature 

shall be to thee a mirror of life and a book of holy doctrine, 

for there is no creature so little or so vile, but that showeth 

and representeth the goodness of God.”  

(From The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis, German 

Canon Regular, 1426) 

 

Eco-tip: 

By running your dishwasher or washing machine only when 

full, you conserve both water and electricity, reduce air 

pollution from electricity generation, and save $$. 

 

Need assistance/information on creation care?  

Contact the Synod Lutherans Restoring Creation team 

at gcs.lrc@gmail.com 

Caring for God’s Good Creation 

2015 NAMIWalks -Greater Houston 

Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway 

May 2 
 

Every journey begins with the first step! This year 

NAMIWalks celebrates its 13th Anniversary. It is the 

largest and most successful mental health awareness and 

fundraising event in America! Through NAMIWalks, we 

are changing how Americans view persons with a mental 

illness. Please join us as we improve lives and our 

communities one step at a time. 
 

For more information and to register, please visit  

http://namiwalks.org. 

Easter Breakfast & Egg Hunt 

Sunday, April 5 @ 9:45 AM  

Faith Center 
 

Invite your family, friends, and 

neighbors to worship with us on 

Easter Sunday. The community breakfast and Easter egg 

hunt will be held in the Faith Center at 9:45 AM. The 

Easter bunny will be on site for FREE picture-taking and 

fun for all. 
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Faith Schools  
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools 

March was a busy month, especially related to our fundraising efforts.  We had an AMAZING Scholastic “Case” 

Book Fair right at the beginning of the month.  I am proud to say that this was our biggest Book Fair to date!  

Several Faith Schools teachers, administrators, and parents worked together to put on this great fair.  And Faith 

Church members browsed the fair and purchased books (lots of books!) in support of this effort.  Thank you for 

your support!  46 books were donated to our Day School teachers, and 47 books were donated to our MDO 

teachers.  This wouldn't have happened without you! 

 

We set a goal to sell $2,175 and 435 books.  Well, we ended up selling $2,646.73 and 529 books.  This is 

awesome!  We will receive about $1,587 from Scholastic to spend on books and other items for both schools.  I’m sure you wonder what 

we use these Scholastic Dollars for since we currently have a fully stocked library with over 5,000 catalogued books.  Well, during the 

Book Fair, we also received a shipment of items that we purchased with money from our last book fair in October 2014.  We purchased a 

mailbox for the teacher workroom, furniture for 3A and 3D classrooms, a view scope and science book collection for 5A, and a large 

science kit that all classes can use.  Some of the items are already being put to good use in the classrooms.  We are excited about all that 

we have been able to purchase, and we still have money left over.  For now, we will take a Scholastic break and will host our next book 

fair in the Fall. 

 

Coming in April, we will invite Day School parents in for our final Parent-Teacher conferences of the school year.  As parents make final 

decisions about where their children will attend school next year, this is a good time to check in about the progress that the children 

have made since conferences in November.  Our academic program has come a long way, and we hear very good reports about the 

academic and social readiness of the children leaving our Day School program.   

 

We will also host Spring Planting Day on Friday, April 10.  Do you have an interest in gardening?  If so, please feel free to call the Day 

School (713.664.3233) and plan to come participate in this special event.  We’d love to have friends from the church share their love of 

gardening with us and join us in replanting our garden boxes on our playground.   

 

Enrollment at Mother’s Day Out continues to grow.  We have one to two new families starting in the program each week.  Ms. Jill’s 

positive energy, the nurturing staff, and the many upgrades we’ve put in place since last December have no doubt made this possible.  

Families even call and enroll their children without visiting us because they’ve “heard so many great things about this program.”  Word of 

mouth is our greatest advertising, so if you know of a family with a child who is between one and four years old and has a need for part 

time child care, please refer them to our program.   

 

As always, thank you for your support of Faith Schools!   

Parent’s Night Out  
April 10  and April 24 

Faith Center  6:00 PM- 10:00 PM 

 
We accept kids from ages 6 months to 12 years old. The 

cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each additional child 

(same household) with a $35 household max. RSVP via 

email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to insure that we have a 

spot for you. 



8 Memorial GiftsMemorial GiftsMemorial GiftsMemorial Gifts    
1st Quarter  

In Memory of Melvin Richter   In Memory of Lisa Griffith 

Charles & Peggy Porter    Jimmie & Janis Zunker 

Jimmie & Janis Zunker    Brian H. & Jane Gips  

Douglas & Karen Elsen 

 

In Memory of Leota Maple   In Memory of Sally Magruder 

Brian H. & Jane Gips    E. L. Magruder 

 

In Memory of Steve Leeman   In Memory of Clarence Meyer 

Gary & Gretchen Miertschin   Robert & Ida Medlen  

Nancy Caraway 

Jimmie & Janis Zunker 

 

In Memory of Mark Anderson   In Memory of Ted Moody 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Brooks   Alvin & Lorene Bormann 

Ellen Johnson & Family 

Lena Granberg Noble    In Memory of Gene Ellison Sr 

Alda M. Robichaud    Roxy Funchess 

Eleanor Roder     Brookstone Construction 

Bronwen Benson Lu 

John & Marita Bohman    In Memory of John Hargrove 

Jimmie & Janis Zunker    Helen Beckman 

  

In Memory of Edna Young    

Benjamin & Joy Warren Fund     

   (The Houston Jewish Community Foundation) 

Young & Sons Drywall, LP 

 

In Memory of (Betty Dossey & Linda West’s) Brother 

Diana Rettig 

New Members and BaptismsNew Members and BaptismsNew Members and BaptismsNew Members and Baptisms 
1st Quarter 

January: 

Jax & Mikayla Leatherwood, baptism 

Dabney & Magnolia Graney, baptism 

John Lerch, baptism 

 

February: 

Henry Gonchar, baptism 

Kai Liu, baptism 

Sasha Diane Mitsakis, baptism 

Jenny Zhi, adult baptism 

Grace Li, adult baptism 

Yufeng Zhao, adult baptism 

Alina Chen, adult baptism 

Andy, Caroline, & Mackenzie Wang 

Xingding Zhang 

Lin Qi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 

David, Janice, Selena, & Jolie Yao 

Sam, Priscilla, & Bridget Kennedy 

Marlin Wogstead 

Susan Devinny 

Donna Jares 

 

Faith Schools Closed for Easter 

April 3 & April 6 

 

Faith Day School  

Spring Planting Day 

April 10 

 

Launch Day Campus Cleanup 

April 12 

 

New Member Mixer 

April 24 

 

High School Lock In 

May 1-2 

Keeping You  

In The Loop! 
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Spring Season of Learning  

Launch Day & Campus Cleanup  

Sunday, April 12 @ 9:45 AM 
 

It's that time of year again to eat breakfast tacos and get to work in small 

teams around the church. It's only 45 minutes - but it makes a big difference. 

Please dress down on this day and plan to be a part of the fun. There are 

projects for all ages and abilities! Please bring work gloves and, if you have 

them, tree trimmers!  

 

Contact Jason Houlihan at jhoulihan@faithbellaire.org for details.  

First Place 4 Health  

Sessions Begin April 14 and 15 
 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 

Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.   

Galatians 2:20 

 

“Giving Christ Control” is the name of the Bible study that 

will be used in the First Place 4 Health (FP4H) small groups 

this Spring.   

 

From the FP4H website comes the following synopsis: 

 

“Many diet experts agree that developing self-control is a 

key part of weight loss and weight management.  But the 

Bible says that believers develop self-control only when 

Christ is at the center of their lives.  The secret to self-

control is giving up control to God! 

 

First Place 4 Health members will learn how to let go of 

their frantic need to control their circumstances, which 

often leads to stress induced, out of control eating.  They 

will also take positive steps toward letting God take over 

the management of their mind, emotions, body, and 

spirit.  As Christ moves into first place, life moves into 

balance.” 

 

Everyone is welcome to participate in one of the FP4H 

groups.  We are men and women of all ages, some who 

attend Faith Lutheran Church and some who attend other 

churches but live near Faith.  Some have been involved in 

a group for several years, some for only 12 weeks.  

Everyone is working to not only improve their physical 

health, but to deepen their knowledge of the Bible and 

how it applies to them where they are right now.   

 

At one of the two orientations, on either Tuesday, April 14 

or Wednesday, April 15, you can find out more about the 

program.  At those meetings you can decide if you want to 

participate in the groups that begin the following week. 

 

Tuesday group meets at 7:00 PM in room 309  

in the Faith Center. 

Wednesday group meets at 7:00 PM in room 201  

in the main building. 

 

For more information, call Mardi Mayerhoff 713-203-1875 

or Pastor Kerry Nelson 832-492-3858 or Kelley Keller 832-

472-3282. 



And on the eighth day, God said, “Get yourself to church for 

every service during Holy Week.” 

Holy Week begins on March 29 with Palm Sunday. Technically, 

our worship resources produced by the ELCA recommend that 

we celebrate Passion Sunday on March 29, including a full 

gospel reading recounting the crucifixion of Jesus. We don’t play 

that way here. I’m sure there are good reasons for making the Sunday before Easter 

about the cross. I personally see it as a cop out. It’s a way to excuse our poor 

attendance on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Vigil. Or worse, an excuse 

for churches who don’t offer experiences in the valley of death to life that is the 

Triduum. Well, I’m not going to let you off that easy.  

On Palm Sunday you’re going to hear about Palm Sunday and the irony of a King on 

a donkey. And if you want to hear something even more ironic, come witness the 

downward mobility of Jesus through Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Our Savior 

descends from humble travel arrangements to servant/slavery foot washing to 

criminal conviction to a cursed death because “anyone hung on a tree is under 

God’s curse” (Deuteronomy 21:23). 

“Palm braches in hand, we join a procession of children and their elders singing 

sweet hosannas. This procession, begun centuries ago in Jerusalem, encircles the 

earth with ceaseless praise and now winds around our block or church grounds or 

worship space. We are part of a long line of people in need of God’s saving grace 

who rejoice as Christ comes to open the gates of justice and bring heaven’s peace.  

Jesus washes the feet of his disciples. Setting aside our shoes, our reluctance to 

serve, and our objections to being served, we take up the towel and fill the basin. 

Washing and being washed, we enact the love we pray to embody every day. At his 

invitation and in obedience to his command, we eat the bread and drink the cup. 

This is Christ’s body given, Christ’s life poured out in love for the world. Darkness 

deepens. The room is stripped. 

On Thursday we dispersed in silence – no sending song, no blessing or dismissal, 

only the rustle of jackets, the sound of feet, freshly washed and covered again, 

moving into the night. Now, as if awaiting our return, the silence receives us and 

invites us more deeply into the empty room, the unfolding story, the widening 

hour, the mystery of faith. With boldness we approach the throne of grace, the 

cross upon which Christ is lifted, to pray not only for the church and those 

preparing for baptism, but also for those of other faiths, those who do not believe 

in God, and everyone, everywhere, in any kind of need. 

The fire is visible from the sidewalk as the community gathers around it. ‘The light 

of Christ. Thanks be to God.’ we sing, following the pillar of fire held high. And then: 

‘This is the night.’ This is the storied night of the wonders of God: light scatters 

darkness, the ark arrives safely, Miriam sings on freedom’s shore, and dry bones 

dance in death’s valley. A voice cries out at the water’s edge: ‘Do you not know that 

all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death?’ (Rom. 6:3). We are being raised with him to newness of life.” (Susan Briehl, 

Worship Guidebook for Lent and Three Days, Augsburg Fortress, 2009, p. 71, 93, 

117, 141) 

Holy Week  
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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What is the connection 

between the Easter Vigil and 

the Catechumenate? 

 

“First Steps @ Faith” is our 

newly forming disciple training 

program at Faith. It is based on 

the catechumenate, which was 

the ancient church’s process of 

preparing people for baptism 

and church membership.  

 

In the ancient church, 

unbaptized people were 

allowed to attend worship up 

till a certain point in the 

service. They could remain in 

worship through the reading of 

God’s word and the message. 

After that they were dismissed 

for instruction and not allowed 

to participate in the Eucharist. 

Rumors of eating flesh and 

drinking blood surrounded 

them with mystery.  

 

After a lengthy period of 

instruction, prayer, fasting, 

anointing, and exorcisms, the 

unbaptized were led into Holy 

Week. The Easter Vigil service 

on Saturday was actually an all 

night vigil (not just an hour 

and a half). As the Vigil 

concluded at dawn on Easter 

morning, the catechumens 

were baptized and presented 

to the gathered assembly who 

waited in anticipation through 

the Vigil. Now the newly 

baptized received the 

Eucharist for the very first time 

and began their journey as 

followers of Jesus. 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—April 2015  

8:30 AM 

 

April 5 

Easter Sunday 

April 12 April 19 

 

April 26 

Acolyte Annika Becker Matt Schawe JD Jones Ella DeKunder 

Crucifer Nate Michaud Helen Schawe Andrew Strickland Caleb Seitz 

Lector Carl Watson Bryan Ives Janice Kolosseus Karen Elsen 

Communion 

Assistants 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Jeff Addicks 

Tom Dorman 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Tom Dorman 

Cory Nelson 

LaRae Nelson 

Asst Minister Don Hodde    Don Hodde Don Hodde Myra Condit 

Ushers Troy Becker 

Randy Schawe 

Tory Becker 

Randy Schawe 

Chris Jones 

Doug Elsen 

Chris Jones 

Doug Elsen 

Altar Guild Jo Ann Welton 

Barbara Hodde 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Barbara Hodde 

Anna Stock 

10:50 AM 

 

April 5 

Easter Sunday 

April 12 April 19 April 26 

Acolytes Sabrina Schlather 

Nicholas Groenewold 

Lisa Rollinson 

Ying Stock-Bordnick 

Nate Michaud 

Lisa Rollinson 

Sam Kennedy 

Joshua Boihem 

Communion 

Assistants 

Farner Family Kelley Keller 

Helen Hecht 

Jon Holmes 

Nancy Holmes 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Asst Minister Susan Tallman Eric Lerch Eric Lerch Lauren Apollo 

Ushers Jim and Jennifer Cross Jon and Nancy Holmes Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Parkan Family 

Common Grounds Youth & Family Youth & Family Youth & Family Youth & Family 

Altar Guild Jo Ann Welton 

Barbara Hodde 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Barbara Hodde 

Anna Stock 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

 



April Calendar Events 

 

1 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ESL 

Class (309) / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

2 Thursday — Maundy Thursday / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:45 AM Maundy Thursday Service / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) /  7:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday Service / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300) / 8:15 PM Faith Choir (208) 

 

3 Friday — Good Friday / All Day Faith Schools Closed / 7:00 PM Good Friday Service (FC) / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

4 Saturday — Easter Vigil / 8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast (offsite) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) / 8:00 PM 

Easter Vigil Service (FC) 

 

5 Sunday — Easter Sunday / 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Easter Breakfast & Egg Hunt (FC) / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC) / 12:00 PM 

Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

6 Monday — All Day Church Office Closed / All Day Faith Schools Closed / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 

PM ESL Class (309)  

 

7 Tuesday —9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Church Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board 

Meeting (108) / 6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage Teen Support Group (Youth Room) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)  

 

8 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 6:45 PM Bellaire Moms of Multiples 

(309) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

9 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith 

Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)  

 

10 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 6:30 PM Faith Family Outdoor Movie Night / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) /  8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

11 Saturday —  10:00 AM Altar Guild Spring Meeting (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)  

 

12 Sunday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Launch Day - Campus Cleanup / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese 

Worship (FC) / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC 

Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

13 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers  (401) /  7:00 PM ESL Class (309)  

 

14 Tuesday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel /  11:30 AM Church Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff 

Meeting / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 7:00 PM Church Council (101) /  8:00 PM AA Men Only (300) 

 

15 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health 

(201) / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

16 Thursday —  9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:00 PM Faith Choir Farewell Party (101) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300) 

 

17 Friday —  6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship Gathering (101) / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

18 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

19 Sunday — 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive 

Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA (300) 

 

20 Monday —  9:30 AM ESL Classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers  (401) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) 

 

21 Tuesday —  9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Church Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous 

(300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300) 

 

22 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 7:00 

PM ESL Class (309) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201)  / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

23 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse Program Meeting (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA 

Men Only  (300)  

 

24 Friday —  6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship Gathering (101) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 7:00 PM New Member Mixer (FH) / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

25 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

26 Sunday — 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive 

Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA (300) 

 

27 Monday—  9:30 AM ESL Classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

28 Tuesday — 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300) 

 

29 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 7:00 

PM ESL Class (309) /7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201) / 8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300) 

 

30 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)  
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