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Scattered Thoughts
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by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
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“Whatever became of the Men of
Faith group?” This question was raised
by one (1) guy during the recent
conversations with the pastor. I think
that pretty much sums up why MOF
failed to gain traction.
The Bible says that “without a vision,
the people perish.” But that also
means, “without people, the vision
perishes.”
Our first attempt to resurrect a men’s
ministry at Faith didn’t capture the
imaginations, crack the calendars, or
connect with many men of Faith. We
all know that men need relationships
with other men in order to be all that
they can be as men of faith. But
everything rises and falls on
leadership and we never figured out
what that would look like for MOF.
Guys need a captain to feel like a
team.
Is anyone interested in trying again?
If so, here’s your challenge:
As we move toward our next Season
of Learning, beginning two weeks
after Easter, I am willing to work very
closely with a small group of up to five
men who are willing to pour their
hearts into creating a great way of
connecting men and the faith.
I will put out a sign up sheet with five
slots for people to step up to
leadership of a revived Men of Faith
ministry. If we get five leaders, we will
move ahead. Pray about it. If this is
God’s will for us, it will happen.

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.” Matthew 18:20
Easter means the realization of this promise. Easter means that
God will not be (actually never was) tucked safely behind a temple
veil, out of sight and out of mind. Easter means that Jesus is
eternally present with us and never more present than when two
or three are gathered together in Jesus’ name.
That is what the disciples did when Jesus was arrested. They gathered together. They
were still together on Easter Sunday night. Together again, back fishing on the lake.
And in the book of Acts, the earliest church knew that the place to be was to be
together. We know this to be true.
I want to thank all of our hosts and hostesses and each of you who made the time to
attend one of our Conversations with the Pastor. This was the third time in my tenure
that we have done this together. It takes a lot of time, but it is time well spent. Not
only was I able to hear from a bunch of people from Faith, I was also able to share
what was on my heart and mind. Thank you all for creating that space.
As I’m writing this, we still have a couple more conversations to go. Once they are
completed, I hope to have time to review the notes and capture what really sticks out.
I’ll share that with the congregation in some form of written report.
For now, one common theme that came up was how valuable people found sitting
together in someone’s home. The conversations held in church went well, but there
was something really special about gathering where people live their lives.
Again and again, when that topic was mentioned, I was able to remind everyone that
we are very aware of the spiritual power of people simply making time to be with one
another in smaller groupings. Moving to three Seasons of Learning changed our
church culture so that now we regularly have three opportunities for people to form
groups that last the 10-14 weeks of a Season of Learning. What we need now is for
people to step up and invite others to join them.
Do you want to form a group that has dinner once a month for the three months of a
Season of Learning? Write an email to Jason Houlihan who prepares the great sign-up
tables on behalf of the Parish Education Team.
Do you have a favorite weekly television show? Invite some folks to come over and
watch it with you every week during the Season of Learning. I guarantee that you
might be gathering to watch a TV show, but somewhere in your conversation the
deeper realities of your lives will come out. You will make deeper relationships with
people. Church will begin feeling more like family. It will be good for your soul.
The Astros might be good this year. Why not pick some dates and create a small group
to go to a few games together between now and the end of June?
The point is, don’t wait around for the congregation to organize something. Teaming
up for awhile with a few other people is a great way to grow in your faith. Take
personal responsibility for yourselves in making that happen. If it works, do it again
next Season of Learning. If not, try something new. I know it takes time and effort, and
I also know there is little more powerful to jumpstart your faith and breathe vitality
into your church experience than to make room in your life for others.
Happy Easter everyone! Christ is risen, he is risen indeed!
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“Let us then with confidence draw near
to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.” Hebrews 4:16

sacrifices from us. Instead, God himself provided
exactly what we needed: the Lamb of God, God’s
own dear son. Jesus presents the perfect sacrifice
for sin. He made complete payment for sin on our
behalf. On Good Friday, and on every day, the
Christian message is all about Jesus, the savior of the
world.

Since the first sin committed by Adam and Eve, sin
has required payment. In the Old Testament, God
ordained laws about how sacrifice would take away
sin. God’s holiness demanded that sinners be
cleansed before approaching the throne of the
Almighty. Lambs, goats, and birds were used by
God’s people to atone for sin.

This all-sufficient sacrifice cleanses us from sin as we
are washed in the waters of Baptism and receive the
good gifts of God in the Holy Supper. And we –
through the gift of faith given to us – “hold fast our
confession” (Hebrews 4:14) as we confess our
perfect, loving Jesus, who saves us from sin, sharing
this good news with others.

However, a greater sacrifice was needed, an
all-sufficient sacrifice, a sacrifice without blame or
blemish. God did not institute new laws to
accomplish this. God didn’t demand even greater

Prayer: Lamb of God, our savior and brother, cleanse
us through your sacrifice for sin through your
precious body and blood. Help us, in turn, to live
lives of service to others. Amen

Prayer Corner - “Our Sacrificial Lamb”
by Peggy Porter
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President’s Page - Generosity
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

“One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers
want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.”
Proverbs 11:24-25

When you read verse 24 above, what thoughts run through your head? Does it seem counterintuitive?
Does it make you wonder “Could I do that? Could I really trust God enough to give more away? With all
the bills I have each month, the debt I have to pay off, the need to save for my kids to attend college,
much less saving for retirement and heaven forbid, long term medical care, could those problems actually become
easier to manage if I gave more away?” In verse 25, God says (and I paraphrase) “Yep!”
What defines being generous? Some of these perspectives were adapted from a sermon given by Andy Stanley
from Northpoint Community Church on October 31, 2015. Well, for starters, being generous is not natural. Most
people know they ought to be generous, but the fact is you have to be taught to be generous. Our tendency is,
unfortunately, to be somewhat selfish! Most Americans spend more money than they make and structured giving
is typically not part of the plan.
Being generous is not about spontaneous and random acts of giving. Random and spontaneous gifts certainly have
their place, they are important, they are needed, but being generous moves beyond this type of giving. It is more
strategic. It is intentional. It is consistent. It is a lifestyle choice. It is learned. Ordering your life around generosity
trickles into and has an impact on every part of your life.
Generous people give more, save more, and consume less by choice. They manage their entire financial picture
with the intent to give away targeted amounts of what has been first given to them with a specific purpose.
Generous people are happy people and they worry less! How do you feel when you give money or possessions
away out of a truly generous spirit? It feels great, doesn’t it? Have you ever met an unhappy giver? They are hard
to come by. Generosity is not about how much you give and it is not determined by wealth or income. There is no
(Continued on page 4)
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Rebecca Ruth Circle

Women’s Connection
Women's Connection will meet
on April 12 in the lobby at 9:30
AM. Everyone is welcome!
You should join us!
For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

The Rebecca Ruth Circle
will meet on Thursday,
April 7 at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible
study. Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch;
desserts and drinks are provided. Socializing
with the group is so joyful. All are welcome!

(Continued from page 3)

correlation between being rich and being generous. Everyone can be generous, as a choice, with what they have.
Being generous is about making an intentional choice to be a participant in giving! To be a part of something
greater than yourself. To support the greater need, the common good. Finally, being generous is about more than
money. It’s about time, talents, as well as treasures! The principles of generosity apply to all three. Serving
voluntarily, using talents and skills to benefit or bring joy to others, these too, define being generous.
Do you consider yourself a generous person? You know, most of us don’t feel rich, but we are. We also think we
are generous, but maybe we really aren’t. Near the end of his course “Financial Peace University,” Dave Ramsey
brings home the point that a key benefit of adopting the principles and practices he teaches around sound
financial management for a lifetime is you reap the blessings from being able to give generously to those things
important to you!
We have heard these words from Acts 20:35 many times while remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” These words by Jesus do not refer to a moment in time; they refer
to a way of life. So embrace generosity! Trust God, and choose to give more of your time, talents, and treasures for
the benefit of others. For causes you value. You will be richly blessed when you do.
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Spring Season of Learning
Launch Day5- Sunday, April 3, 2016
Learning Groups Start Sunday, April 10, 2016
Sunday Morning Adult Learning Groups
Basic Christianity (Chinese) - Led by Pastor Junfeng Tan
Meets in Community Room #300

New Message Series

Circle of Friends - Led by Sara Karow
Meets in Room #121 in the Day School Hallway
Blessed Community - Led by Dave Gohlke
Meets upstairs in Room #201

Faithful Seekers of the Word - Led by Jan Zunker
Meets in Conference Room #101
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World - Led by Stacy Williams
Meets upstairs in library
Young Families - Led by Pastor Kerry Nelson, Eric and Courtney Lerch
Meets in Room #122 in the Day School Hallway

Sunday Morning Children and Youth Learning Groups

Many of us struggle to see
the connection between
worship and our daily lives.
While the post-Easter Jesus is
as close to us as our next
breath, we still feel more
disconnection than
connection. Using weekly
messages and daily
disciplines, we will celebrate
the Easter season by
reconnecting the dots
between worship and our
daily lives.

Toddlers (22 months - 3 years) - Meets in Room #301
Pre K (4 - 5 years) - Meets in Room #307
Elementary - Grades K & 1 - Meet in Faith Center Gym
Grades 2 & 3 - Meet in Faith Center Gym
Grades 4 & 5 - Meet in Faith Center Gym
Middle School - Meets in Faith Center Kitchen
High School - Meets upstairs in the Youth Room or serves in the Gym

Week Night Learning Groups
Divorce Care - Led by Stacy Williams, Sundays at 4:00 PM (starts Apr. 10)
Meets in Conference Room #101

First Place 4 Health - Led by Mardi Mayerhoff, Tuesdays at 7:00 PM
(starts Apr. 19) Meets in Room #309. For more information, call Mardi
Mayerhoff at 713-203-1875
Listening for the Voice of God - Led by Pastor Kerry, Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
(starts Apr. 6) Meets upstairs in Room #201
To sign up for a class, visit the
tables in the lobby or go
online to
www.faithbellaire.org for
more information!
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April 3 - The Wall and the
Window
April 10 - The Font and the
Table

April 17 - The Music and the
Message
April 24 - The Cross and the
Crowd

Believe or Not Believe

6

by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
6

“He is not here; he has risen” Luke 24:6
The single most important event in human history is the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, but for many people it is make-believe, a myth, or a
religious parable or legend. Some people believe they have “good
reasons” not to believe in the resurrection of Jesus.
I had several email exchanges with a Chinese lady who recently came
to Houston from China. She expressed the desire to enroll in the ESL program at Faith
almost a month ago. Two weeks ago, she wrote me another email explaining that she
is not able to attend the ESL class due to the unexpected difficulties that she had
recently encountered. In hope to help her find encouragement and support in church, I
invited her to the Faith Chinese Fellowship. This time she wrote back to me in English,
indicating she has no religious belief. She says she does not think anyone or any
religion has the power to change the “bad and selfish” human nature and she claims
that people are born with evil nature and there is nothing you can do about it. She
ended by saying that “humans are also the worst animal of the world.”

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning
Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

I am wondering what kind of painful life experience has caused her to say things like
that? Is she going through a tough time now? Has she seen great evil and darkness all
around her? Has someone hurt her and the wounds are too deep to heal? Has she
suffered unspoken misfortunes that have closed her heart to any possibility of new life
and new hope?
For many skeptics, the hope and promise of a new life is a mirage and the resurrection
of Jesus is make-believe. Many choose not to believe in the Easter story and hope just
to avoid being disappointed and disillusioned by life, but God raised Jesus from the
dead precisely for the sake of rescuing and recreating fallen humanity. The angel says
to the fearful and timid followers of Jesus, “He is not here, He has risen”
(Matthew 28:6). The proclamation of this great news is also for all of us who have
broken hearts and dreams and for people who know nothing but pain, suffering,
injustice, and despair.
We believe in the great Easter story because God will not let darkness, evil, and death
have the last word. In C.S. Lewis’ book, The Silver Chair, two human children and
Puddleglum, the Marsh-wiggle, came to an underground world where the wicked
queen ruled. The evil queen tried to convince them that the beautiful land of Narnia
and the great Lion Aslan were just pretty make-believe. Puddleglum refuted the evil
queen by saying, “Suppose we have only dreamed, or made up all those things—trees
and grass and sun and moon and stars and Aslan himself…then all I can say is that, in
that case, the made-up things seem a good deal more important than the real
ones….that is why I’m going to stand by the play-world. I am on Aslan’s side even if
there isn’t any Aslan to lead it. I’m going to live as like a Narnian as I can even if there
isn’t any Narnia. So…we’re leaving your court at once and setting out in the dark to
spend our lives looking for Overland.”
Just as the land of Narnia and Aslan helped Puddleglum and his companions to resist
the temptation to resign and to settle in the dark underworld, the resurrection of Jesus
also helps all believers to resist evil and despair, to live courageously in the hope that
life has conquered death, to know that love has triumphed over hatred, and light has
dispelled darkness. The only difference is that Narnia is indeed make-believe, but the
resurrection of Jesus is not.
6
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Older but Wiser Lutherans (OWLS)
Painting
with a Twist
7
Friday, April 8 @ 4:00 PM
10001 Westheimer Rd, Ste. 1110
Houston, TX 77042
Unleash your creative side at Houston’s popular
spot, Painting with a Twist! Bring your favorite
beverage, possibly a snack, and relax. The talented
team of instructors will guide you step by step
through the afternoon's featured painting.
The cost for this event will be $35 and seats are limited! We will meet in the church parking
lot at 3:00 PM and carpool over. To RSVP for this event, contact the church office by April 3
at info@faithbellaire.org and please let us know if you will need to carpool! As always,
mature adults are always welcome!

Whose Offering Plate is it?

Easter Vigil Look Back

by Jon Holmes, Board of Stewardship, Chair

The purpose of this article is to encourage
a new way of looking at stewardship here
at Faith Lutheran Church. I will bring my
interpretation to the book, “Whose
Offering Plate is it? New Strategies for
Financial Stewardship” by J. Clif
Christopher.
What is the number one reason people choose to give a
gift to an institution? It is their belief in the mission of
that institution. The donor values and wants to support
those missions. Since as individuals we cannot perform
all the good works we wish we could, we give our money
to those that are doing so.
People used to give money to the church just because
that was one of the things “good people” did. Today we
live in a society that is asking why. Just relying on “We’ve
always done it this way” will not work anymore.
In the next few weeks, Faith Lutheran Church will have a
series of talks from members telling their stories of
giving back to the community. These people exemplify
the good works that go with being a good steward. By
their actions, they are exemplifying the life that Christ
called for and generosity is certainly one of those traits.
When done correctly generosity brings peace, joy,
happiness, and contentment.
You can’t love Jesus and not be generous.
7
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Easter Look Back
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Parent’s Night Out
April 8 & 22 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years
old. The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each additional
child (same household) with a $45 household max. RSVP
via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we
have a spot for your kiddos.

New Mission Fund
by Doug Elsen, Board of Stewardship

On Sunday, April 24 at noon, we will have a Special Congregational Meeting to adopt by-laws for a new
Mission Fund. The document will be sent via email in “This Week at Faith” through April 17 or you can
pick up a copy at the Visitors Center in the Narthex. The committee members who will give oversight to
this fund are George Amundson, Brian Taylor, Tom Dorman, Dave Gohlke, and Pastor Kerry Nelson.
The Stewardship Team requests that you mark your calendars and make time to attend the meeting on
April 24 in the Sanctuary, so we are able to proceed with this new Mission Fund. Look for further
information on the new Mission Fund and how it will affect our ministries in future articles from the Stewardship
Team.
8
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2016 National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Walks
9
Greater Houston 5k Walk
Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway
Saturday, April 30, 2016 @ 8:30 AM
NAMIWalks is the largest and most successful
mental health awareness and fundraising event
in America. Through NAMIWalks, we are
supporting the NAMI organization which is
helping change how Americans view persons with a mental illness. To find out
more about NAMI, visit their website at www.nami.org/about-NAMI.

Please join us as we improve lives and our community one step at a time on
Saturday, April 30. Team check in is at 8:00 AM. Join the Faith Candle Lighters
Team, and walk with us! To register for the NAMI Walk:
1. Go to http://namiwalks.org and click the “REGISTER” button at the
top of the page.
2. Select the NAMI Walks Greater Houston from the “Upcoming
Events.”
3. Click the “Register Now” button and begin the registration process.
4. Under Participant type, select the “Walker” radio button and under
the Role, select “Join a Team,” then search for and select the “Faith
Candle Lighters.”
5. Continue with the rest of the registration. Registration is free!
Once you register, you will have your own fundraising page and can send the
link for your page to your family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors. The
website provides a place to personally tell everyone why you are walking and
gives people a safe and secure place to donate electronically. For more
information, go to http://namiwalks.org and click the “FAQ” button at the top of
the page.
If you don’t want to use your website you don’t have to, but you still need to
register to walk and you can solicit donations personally and bring them on the
walk day in an envelope. If you just want to donate, that is great too. If one of
the “Faith Candle Lighters” does not contact you, you can donate through the
NAMI Walks website. However, please search for the Faith Candle Lighters team
so we will get the credit towards our goal.
If you just want to join Faith Candle Lighters Team to walk on Saturday, April 30,
that is great too. There is going to be a NAMI Walk sign-up table in the Narthex
area in early April.
Faith Candle Lighters NAMI Walk, Team Captain, Lorah Gough
Lorah.gough@gmail.com.
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Faith Camp
Register TODAY!
 For kids who are ages 5 - 12 by
this summer
 $130 per child/per week
(each week will be different)
 Sibling discount! $5 off per
sibling who attends Faith
Camp
 Bring a NEW friend to Faith
Camp for $5 off per *friend
(*has never attended Faith
Camp)
 Pizza on Wednesday is FREE!
 $30 off if you register for all
three weeks
To sign up for Faith Camp, go to
www.faithbellaire.org and look
for Faith Camp under the
“Learning” tab.
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Bubbles, Bounce, and BBQ
Sunday, April 10 @ 12:00 PM
Grassy Area by Labyrinth
Everyone is invited to join our first annual
2016 Spring Picnic on Sunday, April 10 at
noon outside by the Labyrinth! We will have
grilled hot dogs, bubbles, a bounce house,
and fun fellowship with one another!

Special Congregational Meeting
April 24 @ 12:00 PM
Sanctuary

Save the Date!
Saturday, May 7
WE ARE BUILDING!

We will have a Special
Congregational Meeting to
discuss and adopt the new
by-laws for the Mission Fund
on Sunday, April 24, at noon.
To get a copy of the proposed by-laws, visit the
Visitors Center in the Narthex. Members of the
Executive Board will be available on Sunday, April
17 at noon in the Fellowship Hall to answer any
questions prior to the meeting.

Join us on Sunday, April 3 to find out more!

2016 Azalea Dinner and Auction
Thursday, April 7, 2016
Post Oak Hilton
You still have time to attend! Faith will sponsor a table this year at the CCSC's Azalea Dinner
and Auction to support CCSC's ongoing ministry of helping the poor, hungry, disabled, and
otherwise needy while respecting their religious, ethnic, or cultural differences. You can
purchase a seat at our table for $150 per person. To sign up or for more information, contact
Jennifer Cross by email at jmorencross@yahoo.com.
If you can't go, here are other ways you can provide support:
Pay for one of Faith's staff members to attend (and their partner if you can), directly give to CCSC to help
underwrite the event, or make a donation.
10

Worship and Culture

11

by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
11
One of the projects I'm currently working on for the ELCA is a fresh,
practical application of the Nairobi Statement on Worship and Culture. If
you're not familiar with this document from the Lutheran World
Federation, you can find it here. This statement has 4 main ideas:
1. Worship is transcultural. Certain elements of Christian worship
transcend all cultures, binding us together across time and place. By
lifting up the transcultural elements of our worship, we can keep the holy things central
in our assemblies. Here are some examples of things that transcend all cultures in
worship:
A. Scripture is read.
B. The waters of Holy Baptism wash us.
C. The meal of Holy Communion is shared.
2. Worship is contextual. Certain elements of Christian worship adapt to the context they
are in. The basic idea behind being contextual in worship is using what you’ve got where
you are. In other words, the worship of a big cathedral church in a metropolitan area
need not look the same as the worship of a small church in rural Montana. It is OK that
they do not look, sound, or feel the same. Here are some examples of how worship can
adapt to different contexts:
A. There is no single or preferred sacred language. The language of the local
people is always appropriate in worship.
B. Music is reflective of the surrounding culture.
C. Local customs can be adapted for use in worship (think “Go Texan”
Sunday).
3. Worship is countercultural. Praising God may be at odds with what the surrounding
culture deems worthy of praise. Some parts of our worship will stand in defiance to the
world. Here are some examples of how worship can meet opposition in the surrounding
culture:
A. Jesus welcomes all with open arms, where the surrounding culture may
seek to reject those who don’t fit.
B. God speaks in silence, where the surrounding culture prefers noise and
hurry.
C. Liturgical action teaches us self-denial and humility, where the
surrounding culture may teach us to get ahead and have it our way.
4. Worship is cross-cultural. The church is gathered into one from many times and places.
Throughout scripture God is encountered in the “other.” Our worship should give us
chances to experience the strange/stranger and find God’s presence in everyone. Here
are some examples of how worship can cross over cultures:
A. We can imagine more of God through the artistic offerings of cultures
besides our own.
B. We can hear the gospel in cultural stories besides our own.
C. We can exercise humility and sacrifice by singing the songs of cultures
besides our own.
11

The Annual Lutherhill
Golf Tournament
Cypress Lakes Golf Club
April 29, 2016 @ 12:00 PM
The Annual Lutherhill
Ministries Golf Tournament
benefits the outdoor camping
program and helps make
scholarships possible for every
camper. Lutherhill annually
serves over 7,500 children and
adults and provides experiences
that are life changing. From
high ropes adventure to
worship, Lutherhill is a place
that welcomes and encourages
everyone. To help Lutherhill
continue this mission, please
consider partnering with us as a
sponsor or golfer at our
next Golf Tournament. We
hope to see you on the course!
The tournament consists of a
four person scramble with
registration and lunch
beginning at 12:00 PM. Shotgun
start at 1:00 PM. Entry fee is
$140/golfer, which includes golf
and cart fees, range balls, lunch,
dinner, drinks, and a player gift.

For more information, please
email Anne Liddle at
anne@lutherhill.org. To sign up
for the event, go to
www.lutherhill.org/support/
golf-tournament!
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Faith Rebuilding Together
by Jason Houlihan,12
Director of Faith Formation

Last October, we worked on Ms. Dorothy’s house. She was a
recent widow living by herself and had lots damage to her
home. We went inside to install slip guards in the bathroom,
a handle by the toilet, replace her light bulbs, and all her
smoke alarms. Some of us spent the day outside scraping
and preparing to paint while others replaced the rotting
fascia and soffit boards. She was a real sweet lady and has
her neighbors who check in on her every day, but I still do
my part in checking on her every once in a while.

Last fall, I signed up a small group of high
school students to participate in a program
called Rebuilding Together Houston. Growing
up around three ranches gave me plenty of
opportunities to construct things with my
father. I even spent two years doing it
professionally, so Rebuilding Together Houston sounded like
In the gospel of Matthew, there’s a story about a leper who
a good fit. Going out and literally being the hands and feet
heard that Jesus was coming. He hoped to get his attention,
of Christ brought me such joy in Corpus Christi, so I thought
but how could he? He was banned from being around
let’s try it here!
anyone, much less Jesus. While this leper may have hoped
for Jesus' attention, he never thought he would get it and
Rebuilding Together Houston is a charitable organization
never expected Jesus to actually touch him! No “good Jew”
that started out over 20 years ago as an initiative of Rob
would ever touch a leper, even if they were moved by some

Trail Boss
High School Mission Trip Fundraiser
Sunday, April 3
Our students are raising money for the Bayou La Batre Mission trip this
summer and we want to offer you the opportunity to take charge of your
own Trail Boss team! Grab an envelope from the board in the Narthex this
Sunday morning and choose a time that a team of two or three high school
students will work for you. Consider taking charge of a team to help an elderly neighbor or a friend with
spring cleaning, gardening, garage organization, and other related tasks.
Thank you for supporting our high school students!

compassion to give them alms to ease their suffering, but
Mosbacher, Jr. The idea is that younger members of society
they still would never physically touch them. Jesus,
volunteer to give back to Houston’s community by helping
however, breaks the code of the law to embrace him.
to fix up houses that are often in blighted areas and are in
Before Jesus heals him, he touches him. Sometimes we have
need of repair. It's about helping the people who live in
to touch a life before healing comes.
those homes with repair work they aren't able to do
themselves. Rebuilding Together selects houses based on a
On Saturday, May 7, everyone at Faith will have the
process that identifies the people and houses with the most
opportunity to touch the life of someone else, be the “good
need. They will have skilled contractors go in and do
news” they need, to show someone that there is hope, to
electrical upgrades and plumbing work, and then they will
show someone what love looks like, and to show someone
have volunteer groups such as Faith taking care of the other
Christ in action. God does not expose his vulnerable children
needs from painting, to landscaping, to building wheelchair
without first trusting those “He calls!” He trusts us with an
ramps, and more. The work assigned kind of depends on
incredible moment in time to touch someone’s life. We’ll be
each crew leader, the number of people who volunteer, and
unleashing all the details on Sunday, April 3 for Launch Day.
their knowledge and skills. The thing I love about it is at the 12
Whether you have skills or not, remember God calls the
end of the day, we've helped people who really need the
willing, not the qualified.
help and improved their quality of life.

13

What’s a Memorial?
13

A memorial is a special monetary gift given in memory of a loved one or the loved one
of a friend. Memorials are given instead of flowers at the time of death. They are a
wonderful way to give a useful and lasting remembrance at the time of death.
At Faith, we have a tradition of giving memorials after the death of a member or the
loved ones of fellow members. The gifts go into a “Memorial Fund” which is used for
special needs at Faith, or the gifts may be designated for a certain ministry. A list of current needs, approved
by our Church Council, is available at the information desk.
A notice of the gift is sent to the family of the deceased by the Church Office. A record of the gift is included
on the donor’s quarterly financial statement if the donor is a member of Faith. Finally, the memorials and
other special gifts contributed in memory of someone, or in honor of a person, or a special occasion, are
recognized quarterly in our Mountain Mover.

Memorial Gifts
1st Quarter
In Memory of Linda West:
Erette Bartay
Clifford and Myra Condit
Doug and Karen Elsen
Bryan and Trish Felt
Geneva Freels
JoAnn and Bob Fry
Suzanne Girouard
Arthur and Becky Grove
Alwyn and Alice Hahn
Sally Hargrove
Frances Haveman
Don and Barbara Hodde
Michael and Sharon Koch
John and Anita Lacy
Cynthia Long
Carol Nan Lueders
Mardi Mayerhoff
Dale and Tracey McElroy
Dan and Carole Meyer
Charles and Peggy Porter
David and Barbara Ray
Diana Rettig
Michael F. and Joye Roll
Ray and Dorothy Rosenbaum
Floyd and Doris Rosenbaum
Joann Welton

Carl and Mary Ann White
Newton and Doris Williams
Bill and Jo Lynn Wray
Jimmie and Jan Zunker
In Memory of Herbert Groot:
Erette Bartay
Arnold and Carol Ellebracht
Doug and Karen Elsen
Geneva Freels
Thomas & Marilyn Groot
Sally Hargrove
Jim Hawes
Don and Barbara Hodde
John and Anita Lacy
Mardi Mayerhoff
Charles and Peggy Porter
Diana Rettig
Floyd and Doris Rosenbaum
SoftUSE, Inc. t/a Printer's Plan
Gene and Dorothy Stanford
M&D Business Services, Inc.
DBA Kwik Kopy Business Center
Jimmie and Jan Zunker
In Memory of Bob Witte:
Patricia B. Witte 13

In Memory of Leonard Addicks:
Suzanne Girouard
In Memory of Jimmie Jensen:
Suzanne Girouard
In Memory of Vernita Loesch:
Ruby D. Harris
In Memory of James H. "Jimmy"
Koester:
Floyd and Doris Rosenbaum
In Memory of Jean Slater:
Judith Davis
Karen Kelley

Special Gifts
1st Quarter
In honor of Mardi Mayerhoff and
her First Place for Health Class:
Sharon Kann
Special Gift to Faith House:
Kenneth and Alice Caughron
Eric and Courtney Lerch

14
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Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or
class has been
scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to
our facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and intercom
system at the office doors to the
administrative wing. The office staff
will buzz you in if the office doors
are locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors are
locked during the week. It’s a matter
of security for staff, visitors, the Day
School, and Mother’s Day Out. The
facility is large, and if all the doors
are unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in.
Thank you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office hours.



2016 Azalea Dinner and Auction
Thursday, April 7 @ 7:00 PM
2001 Post Oak Blvd, Houston, TX 77056



Texas Lutheran University Choirs
Spring Tour 2016
Thursday, April 7 @7:30 PM
12100 Champion Forest Drive,
Houston, TX 77066



Older but Wiser Lutherans (OWLS)
Painting with a Twist
Friday, April 8 @ 4:00 PM
10001 Westheimer Rd, Ste. 1110
Houston, TX 77042



Bubble, Bounce, and BBQ
Sunday, April 10 @ 12:00 PM
Grassy area by Labyrinth



Lutherhill Golf Tournament
Friday, April 29 @ 12:00 PM
18700 Cypresswood Drive,
Cypress, TX 77429



2016 NAMI Greater Houston
Saturday, April 30 @ 7:30 AM
Sam Houston Park/Allen Parkway

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

If you have any questions about upcoming events,
please email info@faithbellaire.org.

14

15
15
8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—April 2016
April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

Acolyte

Matt Schawe

Caleb Seitz

JD Jones

Annika Becker

Crucifer

Helen Schawe

Josh Boihem

Sabrina Schlather

Nicholas Groenewold

Lector

Sara Karow

Sharon Koch

Carol Strawn

Sharon Richter

Communion
Assistants

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

LaRae Nelson
Cory Nelson

LaRae Nelson
Cory Nelson

Asst Minister

Joann Welton

Sharon Richter

Sharon Richter

Doug Elsen

Ushers

Carl Watson
Randy Schawe

Chris Jones
Doug Elsen

Chris Jones
Doug Elsen

Troy Becker
Randy Schawe

Altar Guild

Joann Welton
Barbara Hodde

Diana Rettig
Anna Stock

Diana Rettig
Anna Stock

Ida Medlen
Bob Medlen

10:50 AM

April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

Acolytes/Crucifer

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Lisa Rollinson
Ying Stock-Bordnick

Audrey DeKunder
Ella DeKunder

Matt Schawe
Helen Schawe

Communion
Assistants

Wendy Farner
Susan Tallman

Nancy Holmes
Jon Holmes

Michael Farner
Dave Farner

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Asst Minister

Michael Farner

James Cross

James Cross

Daniel Farner

Ushers

Parkan Family

Jim Rollinson
Lerch Family

Susan Tallman
Roxy Funchess

Wendy Farner
Dave Farner

Altar Guild

Joann Welton
Barbara Hodde

Diana Rettig
Anna Stock

Diana Rettig
Anna Stock

Ida Medlen
Bob Medlen

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan15Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian

Mon

4
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

11
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
7:00 PM Faith Camp Meeting (101)

Sun

3
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Launch Day (Gym)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:30 PM Faith Camp Interview (101)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

10
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Bubble, Bounce, and BBQ
(
(Labyrinth Park)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Faith Camp Interview (101)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

18
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

25
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

24
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 PM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Special Congregational
Meeting (Sanc)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

16

17
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (gym)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

5

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

26

19
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board Meeting
(101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Faith House Board Meet (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

27
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

20
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

13
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Team
Meeting (101)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

28
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

21
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
1:30 PM Palmer Program (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

14
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

7
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM CCSC Azalea Dinner
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Thu

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM PNO (Gym)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
Gathering (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

All Day MM Article Due
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

4:00 PM OWLS Painting with a
Twist (Off-campus)
6:00 PM PNO (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
Gathering (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

29

22

15

8

1

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Faith Camp Interview
(101)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Faith Camp Interview
(101)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

16

12
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Executive Team Meeting
(101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Team Meeting
(108)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

April 2016 - Calendar of Events
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23

16

9
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