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Teach Your  

Children Well 
  

Thus far we have interviewed  

one candidate for our youth and 

family ministry position.  We 

have renamed the position 

“Director of Faith Formation” 

because that better describes 

what we are about in all that we 

do with young people, all the way 

through their life cycle. 

  

We are forming  lifelong, 

consequential faith that will make 

a difference for good in their 

lives, for the rest of their lives. 

  

One moment in that initial 

interview stands out for me.  

When asked about how he has 

seen youth and family ministry 

change over the years he said 

that, when he first started, it was 

about the “youth group” where 

parents basically dropped the 

kids off at church and expected 

the church to make a difference 

in their lives.  That quit working.  

Then we evolved into “youth 

ministry” and we invited other 

adults into relationships with 

young people. We added service 

to the community as a key part of 

the experience.  Then that quit 

working too. 

  

So now we have come back full 

circle to “youth and family 

ministry.”  We realize that,  

unless we fully engage parents  

in faith development and bring 

basic discipleship practices back 

into peoples’ homes, we will 

continue to see our kids—and 

their parents - drift away. 

  

I think he’s right.  

 

I wanted to attend the high school mission trip to South Dakota but I 

didn’t want to miss any Sundays at Faith.  So I flew up on Monday 

and home on Saturday night.  I hate everything that goes into 

airports and riding in airplanes.  But when you want to save time, 

that’s what you do. 

  

More than once the thought of the tragedy in Ukraine crossed my 

mind on my flight home.  298 people – many races, religions, 

occupations, stations in life – boarded a plane without a clue that they were flying to 

their deaths.  One more tragedy in a world full of them. 

  

This is our Father’s world.  A beautiful world.  Filled with abundance and promise.  A 

world of people beloved of God.  People blessed with the capacity to think, to feel, to 

act.  People who have figured out how to drill deeply for oil and fly through the air.  

People with the knowledge of the world in our cell phones yet lacking the wisdom and 

power to harness that knowledge for good rather than evil.  It is a beautiful yet broken 

world. 

  

Yet this is the field into which we have been planted.  We are among the ones in whom 

God has planted the seed of faith, waiting for these seeds to produce a harvest of love 

and justice. 

  

Let other people complain about how bad things are in the world.  We realize all of that.  

But we aren’t here to complain nor are we here to worry.  We are here to roll up our 

sleeves and start working toward the new creation that God seeks to raise up around 

us.  We are here in the world for good. 

  

As a child, August was the last gasp of Summer.  When August rolled around I was 

already tired of Summer and looking forward to school.  Always looking forward to 

growing up.  Life was tough as a child.  I was determined to have a better life than that.  

I knew school would help me get there. 

  

Not just school but what happened in school.  Learning, striving, achieving, sometimes 

failing.  But I knew I was preparing and being prepared.  I was being shaped.  I knew the 

day was coming when I would be in the world on my own, doing whatever it was that 

my future held in store for me.  So it is for our kids. 

  

It was a pleasure for me to watch our high school kids in action.  The years of faithful 

faith formation in families and in church were evident in their willingness to play with 

children, to work hard, to listen closely, to worship sincerely, to appreciate one another. 

  

I see the little children in our Day School and Mother’s Day Out chapel, the babies in 

arms on Sunday morning, the toddlers who are making friends at church, the 

elementary kids who still enjoy Sunday learning groups.  And I see their parents – 

people who work too hard yet feel they aren’t working hard enough, people stretched 

thin as the most productive work force on the planet, people with hopes and dreams for 

their children yet worried about the dangers in the neighborhood and airplanes being 

shot down out of the air. 

  

I put all of this together and I realize that nothing gets done overnight except the rising 

of the sun.  And I realize that what we do at Faith Lutheran Church holds more promise 

for the future of our planet than anything else we do all week.  We gather where God 

can shape our lives as loving, believing, serving children of God, brothers and sisters to 

the planet, blessed to be a blessing. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Read John 15:1-37 and Psalm 51 

  

John 15:1  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.” 

  

Chapter 15 of John’s gospel provides another one of Jesus’ great “I 

am” statements.  He tells his followers, “I am the vine; you are the 

branches” (v.5). This is our relationship to Jesus.  Together, we are 

like a beautiful vineyard.  The branches of the plants are connected 

to the sturdy vines that reach into the earth and bring to each 

branch the life-giving sap that makes it possible for the branch to 

produce luscious grapes. 

  

 

 

Jesus is the True Vine, and the Heavenly Father is the vinedresser 

who watches over the vineyard.  He cuts off dead branches and 

prunes live ones to keep them healthy.  Our spiritual life begins with 

the cleansing word of scripture and holy baptism.  They connect us 

with Jesus who, through the Holy Spirit, produces faith and good 

works. Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do nothing” (v.5).  

  

Jesus calls us his “friends.”  He simply asks that each day we love our 

God and one another.  He promises that our prayers 

to the Father in Jesus’ name will be answered.  That 

is his promise to us today and every day. 

  

Pray:   Heavenly Father, be with us this day.  May we 

show our love for you and one another in what we 

plan and do.  We ask this in the name of the True 

Vine, Jesus, our heavenly friend.  Amen. 

Stewardship Corner - Biblical Stewardship Today 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“The earth is the LORD’S and everything in it, the 

world, and all who live in it.”  Psalm 24:1 

 
What does biblical stewardship look like today?  

Many Christians only associate the idea of 

stewardship with sermons they have heard about 

church budgets and building programs. 

 

Bill Peel, of The Institute of Faith, Work, and 

Economics, recently wrote an essay in which he stated that the idea 

of biblical stewardship is about something much more expansive, 

that it is where the concepts of faith, work, and economics 

intersect.  Peel further suggests that there are four important 

principles about biblical stewardship that we must understand in 

today’s world. 

 

1. The Principle of Ownership. 

In the beginning of Genesis, God creates everything and puts Adam 

in the Garden to work it and take care of it.  It is clear that man was 

created to work and that work is the stewardship of all of the 

creation that God had given him.  (The psalmist reinforces this 

principle in Psalm 24:1.)  Stewardship is the commitment of one’s 

self and possessions to God’s service, recognizing that we do not 

have the right of control over our property or ourselves. 

 

2. The Principle of Responsibility. 

In explaining responsibility Peel writes:  “Although God gives us all 

things richly to enjoy, nothing is ours.”   Nothing really belongs to 

us.  God owns everything, we are responsible for how we treat it 

and what we do with it.  While we complain about our rights here 

on earth, the Bible constantly asks “What about your 

responsibilities?”   Owners have rights, stewards have 

responsibilities. We are called as Gods stewards to manage that  

 

 

 

which belongs to God.  While God has graciously entrusted us 

with the care, development, and enjoyment of everything God 

owns, as God’s stewards we are responsible to manage God’s 

holdings well and according to God’s desires and purposes. 

 

3. The Principle of Accountability. 

A steward is one who manages the possessions of another.  We 

are all stewards of the resources, abilities, and opportunities that 

God has entrusted to our care, and one day each one of us will 

be called to give an account for how we have managed what the 

Master has given us. This is the maxim taught by the Parable of 

the Talents.  God has entrusted authority over creation to us and 

we are not allowed to rule over it as we see fit.  We are called to 

exercise our dominion under the watchful eye of the Creator, 

managing creation in accord with the principles God has 

established. Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents, we 

will be called to give an account of how we have administered 

everything we have been given including our time, money, 

abilities, information, wisdom, relationships, and authority. We 

will give account to the rightful owner as to how well we have 

managed the things entrusted to us.   

 

4. The Principle of Reward. 

In Colossians 3:23—24 Paul writes: “Whatever you do, work at it 

with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for man, since 

you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 

reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” The Bible shows us 

in the parables of the Kingdom that faithful stewards who do the 

Master’s will with the Master’s resources can expect to be 

rewarded incompletely in this life, but fully in the next (Matthew 

25:21). As Christians in the 21
st

 century we need to embrace this 

larger biblical view of stewardship, which goes beyond church 

budgets or building projects. 

 

HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK IN OUR CHURCH? 

Electronic giving is increasing at Faith.  If you would like to learn 

more about the various ways you can contribute in this manner, 

contact the church office or visit our website. 

 

3 Prayer Corner - The True Vine 
by Peggy Porter 
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Faith House Birthday Celebration 
by Joann Fry, Faith House Board 

 
Save the Date! 

 

The Faith House ministry began offering hospitality and housing 28 

years ago!  We will celebrate with a birthday party on September 

20 – please plan to join us for the celebration.   

 

The goal for this year’s fund raising is $8000 which will be used to 

refurbish one of the guest bedroom/bathroom units in Faith House 

II.  With the generous birthday gifts from last year’s Birthday Party, 

Faith House was able to completely refurbish Room 2.  Faith House 

volunteers have received many positive comments from the 

improvements that were made to Room 2.  Reaching our goal of 

$8000 will allow us to move forward with the Faith House 

refurbishment plan by completing another room.   

 

Mark your calendar for September 20! Have a great Summer, and 

we will see you in September. 

Best Practices in Faith Formation 

August 16, 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

 
Faith Lutheran will host this one-

day faith formation event 

brought to us by LEAD. This 

event will provide 6-hours of 

action-packed resources for 

rostered leaders, youth workers, 

Sunday school teachers, 

confirmation mentors, parents, 

and all who want to make a  

difference in the life of the 

church.  

Join us for worship and vision-casting with leaders who, like you, 

are influencing others. Attend three different workshops of your 

choice and leave challenged, inspired, and equipped with the 

resources you need to help persons of all ages live a vibrant, 

faithful life.  

Workshops that will be offered include: Safe Haven; Facilitating 

Small Groups; Behavior Management; Social Media & Faith 

Formation; Children with Special Needs; Leading Games & 

Mixers; Leading Songs & Music; Age Development & Learning 

Styles; Milestones Ministry; Children’s Ministry; Ways to Pray 

with Children & Families; Godly Play; Global Mission 

Connections; Sharing Faith Stories; Creative Bible Study; Spiritual 

Practices; Thinking Theologically; Cross-cultural Relationships; 

Cross-generational Learning; Starting Parent Groups; Spiritual 

Art. To register online, go to www.waytolead.org.  

Faith will pay for your registration if you are a Learning Group 

leader (including Sunday School teachers and confirmation 

mentors).  

Parent’s Night Out in August! 
 

 August 1  - “Indoor Picnic and Movie” 

                                  August 22 - “Bounce Back” 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  

 $15 for one child. $10 for each subsequent child.  $35 family 

household cap. Snacks are provided.  RSVP is required to ensure 

space. Call the church office 713-664-3048 or email 

PNO@FaithBellaire.org. 

 



“You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in 

the land of Egypt.” Exodus 22:21-31 

 

“More than 52,000 children have been caught crossing the United States 

border alone since October…More than three-quarters of 

unaccompanied minors are from mostly poor and violent towns in three 

countries: El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras…Many of them are 

boys between ages 15 and 17.”  New York Times reported on July 15.  

 

As I see the faces of those children in the newspaper, my instinctive response is to liken 

them to millions of Chinese young men and women who have fled their villages in search of 

a better future in cities. They often travel hundreds or thousands of miles to find 

manufacturing jobs in workshops and factories, from when 70% of Walmart goods are 

produced. Though life as migrant workers is full of uncertainties and hardships, it is better 

than living in poor villages with nothing to hope for. When I was a college student, many 

young people from my county, including several cousins of mine, went to work in factories 

in faraway cities. Nowadays I hear about their children doing the same thing.   

 

I grew up in a tiny village of less than 100 people. There was and still is no school in our 

village. My two brothers and I had to walk a mile to attend the elementary school in our 

neighboring village. Most of my schoolmates quit school after 5
th

 grade. Compared with 

children of other families, my brothers and I were exceptional exceptions: my brothers 

went to middle school and then studied in and graduated from the same voc-tech school; I 

graduated from a high school in our county and went to college and graduate school in the 

provincial capital. Why did we have the education opportunities that were denied to many 

other children in my area? It was because of my father and his father. Back in the not-so-

good old days in rural China, when the foremost concern was to have enough food to fill 

the stomach, children’s education was the last thing to be concerned with. I am very 

grateful for my grandfather because he sent my father to school for several years, though 

he was not a rich man by any means. My father learned to read and write and has never 

lost interest in learning new things to this very day. Because of his ability to read and write, 

he was almost automatically made a low-ranking officer when he later joined the 

communist army several years before the 1949 victory of the communist revolution. Having 

served for more than ten years, he was discharged from the army due to illness and came 

back to work in our county. By then his salary was “high” enough to feed all his children 

and send us to school. He always encouraged my brothers and I to study hard. Though he 

was and still is a very frugal man, he was generous when it came to buying books and 

school supplies for us. A cassette player and recorder was still considered a novelty and 

luxury item in rural China in the early 1980s. When my father learned that the cassette 

player and recorder would help me learn English, he was not hesitant to spend a fortune to 

buy one for me.  

 

If I had been born into another family in my village, or if my grandfather had not sent my 

father to school, or if my father had not joined the communist army, or if he had not valued 

his children’s education, I would have been one of the 260 million migrant workers in 

China, lonely and restless as wild geese, going from place to place, not knowing what 

tomorrow will bring.  

 

Or if I had been born in a poor village in Honduras toward the end of 20
th

 century, I could 

be one of those unaccompanied boys, crossing the U.S. border, and then surrendering to 

the first border patrol agent I see.  

 

 

It Could Be Me 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 

5 

All Church Learning 

 
Throughout the month of 

August, all adults, high 

school, and middle school 

students are invited to 

gather in the Fellowship 

Hall for an All Church 

Learning Series. We will 

meet from 10:15-11:00 

AM.  

 

This will be a great 

chance to meet some 

new people and share 

good food for both body 

and spirit. 

 

There will be supervised 

free play in the gym for 

children 5th grade and 

below.  
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Board of Worship Seeks Verger  

Faith Family Game Night 

Friday, August 15 at 6:45 PM  

Faith Center 
 

It’s back! That’s right, Faith Family Fun Night is back with an evening of fun, 

food, and games for all ages. To ensure that we have plenty of food and space 

for everyone, please sign up on the Connection Card in worship or RSVP to 

info@faithbellaire.org. 

 

Who is invited? You are. Married, single, partnered, with kids, without kids - 

you are encouraged and invited to come and play. Your friends and neighbors 

are also welcome to join in on the fun! 

Be Cool…Donate Blood August 3 
by Linda Lamb, Board of Social Ministries 

The Board of Worship is looking for a 

new leader. A Verger is needed 

beginning in 2015. Our Verger needs 

to be: 

 

• either male or female, age 18 or 

older.  

• a team player who is comfortable 

working behind the scenes.  

• an organization, planning, and 

leadership guru.  

• interested in the church's worship 

life.  

 

Our future Verger will serve as part of a two-person team that 

will help organize worship leaders and assistants at either The 

Gathering or Heritage service (one Verger per service). 

Training will begin at the end of this year.  

 

Does this sound intriguing to you? If so, let someone on the 

Board of Worship know (Jim Richman and Greg Funchess, 

chairs).  

If it is August, then it must be 

Blue Bell Month! All those who 

donate or attempt to donate 

will receive a coupon for a free 

pint of Blue Bell ice cream. It’s 

a great way to help save up to three lives and walk out with a 

sweet treat from the little creamery in Brenham. Coupons can be 

redeemed at your local grocer. 

 

The Blood Center is the primary supplier of blood components to 

more than 170 hospitals and health care facilities in a 25-county 

Texas Gulf Coast region. Donors must be at least 17 years of age, 

weigh a minimum of 110 pounds and be in good general health. 

Individuals who are 16 years old, at least 122 pounds, in good 

general health and have their parents’ consent also may donate. 

The donation process is simple, taking only about one hour.  Sign 

up in the narthex or online at www.giveblood.org site 1037. 

 

For those who are unable to donate and would like to support the 

blood drive, consider helping with a lite lunch for the blood drive 

staff or bring snacks for our donors.   

Picnic at the Park 

Sunday, September 7 at 12:30 PM 

Karl Young Park 

 
If you have a kid in Elementary School - you should be at this gathering! Please join 

us for a good time just hanging out while the kids play at the park. We will take care 

of the food (sandwiches) but we ask you to bring some balls or outdoor games for 

the kids. There is a great playground and a field for soccer. Don’t miss it! RSVP by 

email to info@faithbellaire.org. 
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Preview of “Our Neighbor’s Faith” Message Series 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 

Houston is one of the most diverse cities in the world.  That means that many of our old assumptions have been replaced by new realities.  

No one lives in their own little corner of the world any longer.  No one lives in a place where their childrens’ friends at school, their 

neighbors next door or down the street, their co-workers, look alike, think alike, or believe alike.  How do we respond to such a world? 

 

Some people choose to separate themselves from “the other.”  They close themselves off.  Rather than seeking to understand “the other” 

they reduce them to caricatures or judge everyone by extremist elements.  This makes for a very dangerous world.   

 

Some people choose a path of naïve tolerance.  Rather than seeking to understand “the other” they ignore differences, seeking to reduce 

everyone to the least common denominator.  This also makes for a very dangerous world as such people are not prepared to discern and 

deal with the dark elements of extremism. 

 

Still other people choose a path that is not in the middle of the first two but is a different road entirely.  Seeking first to fully understand 

and appreciate their own personal and tribal world views, they also seek to understand and appreciate the views of “the other.”  

Condemnation is replaced by curiosity.  This is a world marked by radical hospitality, non-violence, and free exchange of ideas. 

 

Stephen Prothero, in God is Not One, seeks this third path.  He looks at the eight rival and most influential religious communities in the 

world.  He writes to help us better understand our neighbors, trusting that such an effort will also help us clarify and affirm our own 

beliefs and practices.  He argues that “what we need on this furiously religious planet is a realistic view of where religious rivals clash and 

where they can cooperate…tolerance and respect are empty virtues until we actually know something about whomever it is we are 

supposed to be tolerating and respecting.” 

 

As we prepare to move into a new school year, as our children and grandchildren venture forth again out of the house into a very diverse 

world, we are going to take advantage of the month of August to learn a bit about “the other” faith communities with whom we share 

our schools, neighborhoods, and work places. 

 

The Sunday morning all-church learning time for middle school students, high school students, and adults will give us some time to learn 

some basics and talk about differences.  The morning messages will highlight the key convictions of these religions and explore how we as 

Christians can both benefit from a new kind of curiosity and claim our own convictions under the authority of the Word and the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

 

As we move through the month, everyone will be encouraged to buy and read Stephen Prothero’s book, God is Not One, available on 

Amazon.com in hardcover, soft cover, or Kindle edition. 

New Message Series  

 “Our Neighbor’s Faith”  
(based on the book God is Not One by Stephen Prothero) 

 

August 3 - Islam 

            August 10 - Confucianism 

     August 17 - Hinduism 

      August 24 - Buddhism 

  August 31 - Judaism 



Each time we start a new session of the First 

Place 4 Health small group that meets on 

Tuesday nights at 7 PM at Faith, I am asked 

about the history of First Place 4 Health.  Here is 

the article from the FP4H.org website with the 

answer. 

 

“The First Place 4 Health movement has taken the nation by storm! Started in 1981 as 

a ministry of Houston’s First Baptist Church, First Place 4 Health became its own 501

(c)3 nonprofit ministry in 2010.  Using a reliable, proven method of weight loss and 

healthy living, First Place 4 Health continues to grow. First Place 4 Health has had 

groups in over 12,000 churches, fitness centers, offices, and homes across the 

country—with over a half million members! 

 

The tremendous success of First Place 4 Health is due to its biblical approach to 

weight loss and overall health management, which puts Christ first and improves 

every area of a person’s life. This Christian weight-loss and healthy living program has 

guided hundreds of thousands of people to a healthy lifestyle and a closer walk with 

the Lord. 

 

What’s unique about First Place 4 Health? 

 

• Christ-centered priorities: Bible study, prayer, and scripture memory 

• Choices for health: Addressing the whole person—emotions, mind, body, and   

        spirit 

• Community: Support and accountability through small groups 

 

First Place 4 Health offers a series of Bible studies. These studies address many issues 

of everyday life and provide opportunities for growth in Christ. Members complete a 

weekly Bible study which—combined with prayer and scripture reading—helps to 

impart God's strength, empowering members to overcome temptation and make long

-lasting lifestyle changes.” 

What is First Place 4 Health? 
by Mardi Mayerhoff, FP4H Leader 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, August 7 at 

10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts are 

provided. Socializing with 

the group is so joyful.  All 

are welcome!!   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-3628. 

Women’s Ministry 
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Every Sunday at 

12:30 PM. 

Lunch, Bible 

study, and 

fellowship.   

 

 

 

 

 

Every Sunday at 

6:10 PM. A 

service of healing 

and recovery.   
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In Honor of Carl Balius 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of Vi Stolz 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Gifts - 1st and 2nd Quarter of 2014 
 

 

Carolyn & Henry Broesche 

Mardi Mayerhoff 

Scott Ramsey 

Joye Roll 

Virginia K. Balius Arthur & Becky Grove Joye Roll 

Erette U Bartay James T. Hall, Jr. & Susan D. Ashley Donald & Carolyn Springer 

Betty J Bottger Paul & Barbara Hauge Ed & Phyllis Svrcek 

Douglas & Karen Elsen Don & Barbara Hodde Mary Ann White 

Geneva Freels Mardi Mayerhoff Jimmie & Janis Zunker 

Suzanne R. Girouard Ida & Robert Medlen  

Judy C Adams Suzanne R Girouard Charles & Peggy Porter 

Pat & Denise Adams Lorah Gough Margaret H Barnhill & Bette F Range 

W Wayne & Linda Alderman Susan D Ashley & James T Hall, Jr David & Barbara Ray 

Ruth Anderson Frances B Haveman Diana Rettig 

Carl Balius Don & Barbara Hodde Michael & Joyce Roll 

Erette Bartay Mary Nell Jones Ruth J Sebesta 

James M & Deanna K Beck Marilyn J & Kenneth S Korn Kathleen T Sexton 

Henry & Carolyn Broesche John & Anita Lacy Denise M Kettelberger & Clarance M Smith 

Charles & Patricia Chatneuf Brent & Linda L Lamb Mary E Stamey 

Clifford & Myra Condit Margaret L Delacy, POA for Elsie M Larson Carla Trice 

Karen C Elsen Bruce & Shirley Maxwell Faye Wallrich Viola & Andrew P Viola 

Bryan & Trish Felt Mardi Mayerhoff Carl & Helen Watson 

Trish Felt Joann Meyer  Joann E Welton 

Geneva Freels David J & Patricia W Noser Marry Ann White 

Brian & Jane Gips Herb & Kathy Palmer T E Wiklund 

  Jimmie & Jan Zunker 

In Honor of Patricia Dalrymple 
  Karen C. Elsen 

  

In Honor of Jean Slater’s Sister, Peggy 
  Karen C. Elsen 

 Diana Rettig 

  

In Honor of Morgan Anderson 



You may have seen the announcements for an event we recently 

hosted at Faith called “Liturgical Art with Mary Button.” The event 

was a chance for church artists to gather and hear from Mary 

Button (www.marybutton.com), the Minister of Visual Art at First 

Congregational Church in Memphis, TN. 

On Saturday, July 26 we had 

about 11 people come together, including 

members of our own church (Susan Tallman, 

Kathy Patrick, LaRae Nelson, and Laura Worth), 

members from other Lutheran churches, and two 

friends from Ashford United Methodist Church. 

After chowing down on some BBQ, we listened to 

Mary share about her art ministry within the 

congregational context. She offered a wealth of 

insight about how to use art in an inclusive way in 

the church to make the space for worship come 

alive. She spoke about how to organize seasonal 

projects, what types of materials are best to use, 

and how to make art participatory for the entire 

assembly. 

We concluded our time with the chance to create 

art. One project the group rallied around was 

setting up a communal art piece to be completed at the installation service of Arthur 

Murphy at St. James Lutheran Church. The group outlined a 

large cross that was filled with smaller, differently shaped 

crosses. At the installation service, everyone was invited to 

color in one of the smaller crosses. When completed, the 

projected revealed a large, multi-colored cross, symbolic of 

our diversified unity as the Body of Christ. 

One thing I’ve said before is, “It’s an indictment against the 

Christian church that there is only one Sistine Chapel.” That 

world-renowned art was an example of when the church 

employed artists to create something beautiful for the glory of God. The church should 

always be honoring God in 

visually captivating ways. 

Artists are needed in the 

church. We need worship 

leaders to create visual 

experiences for us (not just 

auditory). Watch for a chance 

in the Fall to join our Visual 

Arts Team at Faith. This group 

will creatively help our worship 

environment come to life for 

the season of Advent. 

Recap of “Liturgical Art with Mary Button” Event 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Water Well in Ethiopia 
 

We have been given 

information about where the 

Faith Lutheran Church water 

well will be built in Ethiopia: 

 

Region: Tigray 

District: Ah’ferom 

Site: May Abuer 

GPS Coordinates: 

Lat. 14.16356     Long. 39.13883 

Beneficiaries: 250+ 

In addition to providing clean, 

safe water to hundreds of 

people, our well will 

significantly reduce the amount 

of time women and children 

spend collecting water. Women 

will gain the time they need to 

take better care of their families 

and engage in income 

generating activities. Children 

will have more time to go to 

school and be absent less often 

as water-related diseases 

become a thing of the past. 

  

Included in the cost of these 

projects is hygiene and 

sanitation training for the 

community. Training is also 

provided to a local water 

committee that will be 

responsible for keeping the well 

in tip-top condition. 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—August 2014  

9:00 

 

August 3 August 10 August 17 August 24 

Acolytes  Joshua Boihem 

Caleb Seitz 

Tommie Huwyler 

Sabrina Schlather 

Nathan Michaud 

Lauren Apollo 

Sabrina Schlather 

Andrew Strickland 

Communion 

Assistants  

Daniel and Wendy  

Farner 

Jon and Nancy  

Holmes 

Cory Nelson 

Helen Hecht 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Asst Minister  Eric Lerch Eric Lerch Michael Farner Michael Farner 

Ushers  Jon and Nancy  

Holmes 

Cory and LaRae  

Nelson 

Eric Lerch 

Karen Ellison 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Common Grounds Social Ministries Social Ministries Social Ministries Social Ministries 

Altar Guild  Susan Ashley 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Ashley 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Fisbeck Susan Fisbeck 

11:15 August 3 August 10 August 17 August 24 

Acolyte Annika Becker Roxy Funchess Myra Condit Myra Condit 

Crucifer Barbara McDowell Lily Williams Helen Schawe Barbara McDowell 

Lector Bryan Ives Mardi Mayerhoff Carl Watson Karen Elsen 

Communion 

Assistants  

Sharon and Mel 

Richter 

Sharon and Mel 

Richter 

Carl Watson 

Carol Strawn 

Carl Watson 

Carol Strawn 

Asst Minister Carol Strawn Carol Strawn Myra Condit  Myra Condit 

Ushers  Scott Ramsey 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Cliff Condit 

Scott Ramsey 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Doug Elsen 

Altar Guild  Susan Ashley 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Ashley 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Fisbeck Susan Fisbeck 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email Mary at malaniz@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

August 31 

Ella DeKunder 

Andrew Strickland 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Eric Lerch 

Paulson Family 

Social Ministries 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

August 31 

Annika Becker 

Helen Schawe 

Bob Medlen 

Mary Hackerman 

Sara Karow 

Sharon Richter 

Scott Ramsey 

Doug Elsen 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan  Associate Pastor 

Stacy Williams  Director of  Operations  

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Mary Alaniz   Communication Coordinator  

Yu Cao    Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas  Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

FaithBellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 



August  Calendar Events 

 

1 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

2 Saturday — 7:00 AM CCSC Distribution for BTS (FC) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

3 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 8:00 AM Blood Drive (300) / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning (FH) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” 

Worship / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

4 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)  

 

5 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC)/ 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 305) / 6:00 PM Stewardship 

Board Meeting (108) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage (FC Youth Room) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

6 Wednesday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

8 Friday — 6:30 PM Tune Up Rehearsal (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

9 Saturday — 8:00 AM Tune Up Worship (Main Bldg) /  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

10 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning (FH) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship  / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese 

Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

11 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

12 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 

305) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA 

(300) 

 

13 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:45 PM Bellaire Mom of Multiples (309) / 8:00 

PM AA (300)  

 

14 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Friday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 6:45 PM Faith Family Game Night (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

16 Saturday — 8:30 AM Faith Formation Workshop (Main Bldg) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300) /  

 

17 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning (FH) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese 

Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

18 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

19 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 

305) / 6:00 PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

20 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

21 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

22 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

23 Saturday — 8:45 AM Gethsemane Food Pantry - (St. Lukes UMC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300)  

 

24 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning (FH) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese 

Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

25 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

26 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 

305) / 6:45 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

27 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

28 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Friday — 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

30 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

31 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM All Church Learning (FH) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship 

(FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
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