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Scaered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor

Men of Faith, we NEED
you this August!
We will meet for
breakfast on Saturday,
August 1st, from 8:00
AM—9:30 AM in the
FELLOWSHIP HALL at
church.
Along with food and
fellowship, we will be
talking about our
responsibility the following
weekend to keep those
who come to our campus
for Back to School safe.
Then, the following week,
we will provide parking
lot aendants for Back To
School on Friday and
Saturday from 7:00 AM—
1:00 PM.
On Friday, since the Day
School is also in session,
we will need extra parking
a endants to help keep
traﬃc moving and safe for
parents because we will
use the Bellaire entrance
to drop oﬀ children in the
morning.
Hopefully, since
distribu-on is being done
over two days, it will be a
lile less crazy than years
past. But we need our
Men of Faith to step up
and do our part.

“So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? Only
to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to
serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul, and to keep the commandments of the Lord your God and his
decrees that I am commanding you today, for your own wellbeing. Although heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to
the Lord your God, the earth with all that is in it, yet the Lord set his
heart in love on your ancestors alone and chose you, their
descendants a(er them, out of all the peoples, as it is
today. Circumcise, then, the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stubborn any
longer. For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty
and awesome, who is not par+al and takes no bribe, who executes jus+ce for the orphan
and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You
shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear
the Lord your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his
name you shall swear.” Deuteronomy 10:12-20
The best athlete in my class in high school was a Na0ve American. His parents worked at
the Wahpeton Indian School (no longer its name.) He was caught between two worlds.
White fans at opposing schools taunted him with racial slurs and ugly names. People at
the Indian school called him an “apple” - red on the outside and white on the inside. I
was with Dennis this past spring. His struggles con0nue.
The ﬁrst week of my ﬁrst year in college, a kid from the dorm room next door to mine
and I walked up 8th street to the Dairy Queen. A>er ice cream and a few rounds of Pac
Man we headed back to campus. It was about 9:00 PM. Suddenly a police car whipped
up to the curb next to us. Two police oﬃcers jumped out, without saying a word, and
came and grabbed Greg under his armpits and carried him to the side of their car. They
threw him against the car, spread his legs, pulled his arms around to the back, hand
cuﬀed him, and THEN asked him what he was doing walking down the street.
He explained what we were doing. I jumped in to back him up but the police told me to
stay out of it and mind my own business. Evidently, a Black man had done something he
wasn’t supposed to do in another part of town. Even though we were in a completely
diﬀerent part of town, walking together, the fact that Greg was Black was enough to
trigger suspicion. It was also enough to ensure that the police oﬃcers treated him
completely diﬀerently than they would have treated me.
Those stories keep coming back to me.
I remember the ﬁrst 0me that a friend of mine, one of my best and deepest friends,
ﬁnally took the risk to come out of the closet to me. It was such a weird moment but it
led to a long conversa0on. I realized that we lived in two very diﬀerent worlds.
All of this has become very real again to me as the events of the past year have
unfolded across our country and the world. The Bible has much to say about all of this
but what the Bible says is hardly simple. To listen well to the Bible also means to listen
well to the life experiences of people as we all struggle with issues of diversity, jus0ce,
and the complexity of humanity.
We are not going to shy away from all of this at Faith. Join us in the Fellowship Hall
during the learning hour for the last four Sundays of August as we consider what it
means to build bridges of understanding, compassion, jus-ce, and love across all that
divide us from one another.

Prayer Corner - “Boring of Healing”
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by Peggy Porter
Read Hebrews 10:19-25
Just as doctors encourage us to guard against disease, God
encourages us to come to his house to receive His gi>s of the Word
“Not neglec+ng to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the and Sacraments. Through these, we grow in faith and knowledge,
and receive the forgiveness of sins. We are encouraged in our faith
Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25)
by the presence of other believers, and we become a blessing to
God has given us the freedom and conﬁdence to meet directly with them also.
him, even though he is terrifyingly holy and we are hopelessly
Treasuring the true purpose of the worship service is God’s help for
sinful. Jesus Christ, his Son, made this possible by suﬀering and
us. We are not just going to a church building; we are going where
dying in our place. God accepted Jesus’ sacriﬁce: Death could not
we have been invited to approach God himself – to pray, praise, and
hold him. Because he had kept God’s Law perfectly, God’s jus0ce
receive his healing gi>s.
demanded he be raised from the dead.
In God’s sight, we are covered with Jesus’ righteousness. However, Pray: Dear Father, send the Holy Spirit to me that I may grow
on this side of heaven, we s0ll need God’s help as we ba le our old, through your Word and Sacraments. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
sinful self.

President’s Page
by Kathy Patrick, Faith Lutheran Church Council President
“The wise man built his house upon a rock, the wise
man built his house upon the rock, the wise man
built his house upon the rock…and the rains came atumblin’ down. The rains came down and the ﬂoods
came up, the rains came down and the ﬂoods came
up, the rains came down and the ﬂoods came up…
and the house on the rock stood ﬁrm!”
Our children loved to sing this song when they were young. It’s
been running through my mind lately as the Church Council
con0nues to work on our governance spring-cleaning. That’s really
what we are about in this eﬀort: making sure that God’s house,
here at the corner of Bellaire and Avenue B, is built on the ﬁrm
founda0on of sound governance. The governance we implement
will equip us to meet challenges of the future, including those we
cannot an0cipate.

place to gather and a place to eat. Certain rooms also have
necessary func0ons, such as a stove in the kitchen and a shower in
the bathroom; others are open spaces furnished to suit the
occupants’ needs. No room in a house exists in isola0on. Instead, its
rooms connect by halls and doors that permit movement and create
room for community. All houses also have windows to the outside
world. So too it is with our proposed bylaws: they “lay out” for us
which func0ons go where, so that all of the func0ons necessary to
achieve our mission are located somewhere in the governance
structure. Sound and clear bylaws will ensure each aspect of our
mission has a board with primary responsibility to oversee it.

But, just like a house, our bylaws must also leave room for
communica0on and connec0on because the mission of the church is
for all of us. The bylaws will therefore permit the forma0on of
ministry teams so that work “across the hall” is not work at crosspurposes. And, as is true of a house, there are certain boards that
have mandatory and exclusive func0ons. Our Safe Haven policy
If we begin with that house metaphor, we can see that our
must be iden0ﬁable and placed in the board with appropriate
governance project has three phrases that are similar to building a
responsibility for it, in this case the Youth and Family Board. The
house. First, we lay a ﬁrm founda0on in the congrega0onal
cons0tu0on. Here we will stand, here we will build: our cons0tu0on same is true of responsibility for maintenance of our property,
which remains in the Property Board. But our exis0ng Council and
sets out who and what we are. Part of that founda0on is our
commitment to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, so our Execu0ve Board structure has worked well, so that is not changed.
cons0tu0on includes certain mandatory provisions required by the Your Council has now spent several months working on revisions to
the bylaws. Every board and oﬃcer has reviewed the descrip0on of
ELCA. When we present this revision for your evalua0on and
approval later this year, you will see that many of our former bylaw roles and responsibili0es per0nent to them and all have provided
useful edits. We had an all-morning mee0ng on Saturday, July 25,
provisions have moved into the cons0tu0on, because the ELCA
with the en0re Council, where we did a page-by-page read of the
wants all congrega0ons to have these provisions. So, the
bylaws. At this mee0ng, we took the 0me we needed to ensure that
cons0tu0on is the founda0on, but it is just that: a place to build.
the ﬁnal revision both conforms to what we do now and, in terms of
What will the house look like? Here, our bylaws func0on like
blueprints. There are no par0cular required layouts for any house. A describing board responsibili0es and permiNng inter-disciplinary
house can have a living room and a formal dining room or, instead, teams, equips us for the future.
it might have a great room that does both: but all houses will have a
(con-nued on page 7)
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Na-onal Youth Gathering in Detroit
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Forma0on

In July, our High School group le> for Detroit in a group of thirty-eight people from three
congrega0ons, various socio-economic statuses and from vastly diﬀerent cultures. Our group included
insane seniors who’ve elected to leave Texas, immigrants taking in what it means to be American
teenagers but s0ll hold onto your culture, and adults who didn’t quite know what each step held. It's
easy to make assump0ons. To assume, that these teenagers came only for the change to get out of
their homes for a week. To assume, that the allure of a rac0ve Lutheran guys and girls from all over
the United States got them on that plane. To assume, that Detroit in between the basketball and rap
ba les may have a few Jesus-y experiences sprinkled in. That is all true. Na0onal Youth Gatherings are fun. We get
messy. We get lost. Some tried to meet a cute guy or girl from every state, but I'd like to show you the other side of the
gathering.
From day one we spoke about "being present.” There are o>en hearts that are oﬀ seeking
romance or trying to win a round of toilet paper Frisbee, and that leaves li le for what could
be a transforma0onal experience. Speakers spoke of our country’s racial wounds and a
dream—a dream that we, the people of God, could align with God's vision to restore our
communi0es and ul0mately the world. We spoke of how Na0onal Youth Gatherings can be
pieces of programming in our students’ already packed lives, but we the people of God pray
and would do well to believe that nothing given to God returns void. The Spirit is moving
among our students and the worship space that ﬁlled Ford Field. Jesus is leading some to
realize their speciﬁc place in being his hands and feet. Others are being lead to just see the
Church as a safe place to mature into adults. And s0ll others are ﬁnding acceptance in a
world where belonging is a rare treat.
Be in prayer for each of the students that went to Detroit. Be in prayer that what started in
Detroit leads us into a new future. Be in prayer that we as a church con0nue to nurture them
in what it means to follow Jesus in our community.
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Summer Camp 2015
Lutherhill
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Recap from ELCA Worship Jubilee
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner
From July 19-24 I was in Atlanta for the ELCA’s Worship Jubilee. The Worship Jubilee is a conference hosted approximately every
seven years and this year it coincided with the Associa0on of Lutheran Church Musician’s biannual conference. It was a tremendous
experience and I was honored to be involved in several of the stages of planning.
We began dreaming about the event a year ago via a think tank conference call. I was on the design team with David Cherwien,
Susan Briehl, and Sco Weidler for the Wednesday evening event, “The Church’s Journey in Art and Song.” “The Church’s Journey”
was a musical/ar0s0c experience that explored some of the themes of the Reforma0on. Our work will be included in a resource
published by Augsburg Fortress to help church’s commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reforma0on in 2017. I curated the art
for the event and created video loops of each piece of art to accompany each song. I also led two workshops on video projec0on in
worship; I was pleased to help over 60 par0cipants think about how they use video technology in their church.

The highlight of the event for me was on Tuesday evening. On that evening, conference par0cipants got to choose between three
diﬀerent churches for evening prayer. I served as the liaison to one of these churches: the historic Ebenezer Bap0st Church. The day
before evening prayer at Ebenezer I learned that the Bishop Elizabeth Eaton would be a ending the service, and that I would be
oﬀering words of welcome from the pulpit of the church Mar0n Luther King, Jr. pastored! Here are the words I oﬀered:
“The Lord be with you. It is an honor to welcome you here to Ebenezer Bap+st Church this evening. My name is Clayton Faulkner and
I’ve been serving as the liaison for our evening prayer tonight. In the early days of planning for this Worship Jubilee, several local
churches had been iden+ﬁed as hosts for our evening prayer. And it just so happens that one of my colleagues is Dr. Tony McNeil, the
Director of Worship and the Arts here at Ebenezer. I asked Tony if they would be willing to lead us in worship and he, and the people
of Ebenezer, have graciously agreed.
We are worshiping on holy ground this evening. We are on the home turf, ground zero of the most signiﬁcant saint of the Chris+an
church in the 20th Century. I don’t need to remind you of the legacy of Dr. Mar+n Luther King, Jr. If there is holy land in the United
States, we are surely on it.
One note about tonight’s worship. The oﬀering that is received tonight stays right here to further the ministry of Ebenezer as they
con+nue the legacy of social jus+ce for all people. Your generosity and thankfulness will be a blessing.
So, Tony, Pastor Wortham, Minister Harris, the choir and all the other worship leaders and technical crew, on behalf of the ALCM and
the ELCA I want to sincerely thank you for welcoming us to your church this evening.”
What followed was one of the most beau0ful worship services I have ever a ended. There were several points throughout the
service that were emo0onally overwhelming for me. Between the racial injus0ces that have bubbled to the surface in our country,
and having a bi-racial family, I was moved and healed by the presence of God in this worship. The choir li>ed their voices and hands
in praise, singing the songs of freedom that have united genera0ons. The assembly sang with vigor the words, “Rid the earth of
torture’s terror, you whose hands were nailed to wood.” We were led into a 0me of corporate lament and confession where we
mourned black and brown men and women who are killed extrajudicially every 28 hours, followed by a commemora0on honoring
the Charleston Nine in which we spoke aloud their names. The assembly sang with sorrow the hymn, “They Met to Read the Bible:”
“We grieve a wounded culture where fear and terror thrive, where some hate others for their race and guns are gloriﬁed.” One of
the most moving oﬀerings of that worship was the solo sang by Mary Harris Gurley, who was a contemporary of the Late Rev. Dr.
Mar0ne Luther King, Jr and sang a hymn at his funeral. She sang, “If I Can Help Somebody,” her elderly voice tes0fying to the truth
found in her life.
Near the end of the service, we sang The Lord’s Prayer, the same version of the song played by Alberta Williams King on June 30,
1974 right before she was gunned down in worship, while siNng on the organ bench. It was a remarkable service, mixed with pain,
lament, bi ersweet joy, and hope in the resurrec0on. Dr. Tony McNeill cra>ed an excellent experience that brought us into the
Lord’s presence and has le> a mark on my soul.
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Parent’s Night Out
August 7, Bounce Back to School
New Loca+on: Fellowship Hall @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
August 21, Arts & CraCs
Faith Center @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM

Fun ac0vi0es for kids from ages 6 months to 12 years old.
The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each addi0onal child (same household) with a $45 household
max. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a spot for your kiddo.

The President’s Page (Con-nued)
Once a house is constructed, the next step is to furnish it. A living room will have a sofa, but what kind of sofa? There are lots of
choices, so long as the func0onality is preserved. So it is with the next step of our governance: adop0on of a board policy manual.
When we ﬁnish with the cons0tu0on and bylaws, each board will need to adopt a series of wri en policies that will guide their
work. In the case of the Parish Educa0on Board, this might mean adop0ng a policy in which they will have representa0ves from
each learning group type on their board; in the case of Youth and Family, it might mean they will appoint a youth to serve with
them, to be trained and equipped for leadership in the future; in the case of the Property Board, it might mean review and
upda0ng of the facili0es use policies. Or it might mean none of those things, because these decisions are for the boards to make.
The next step for the boards, therefore, is to “choose their furniture,” by reviewing their mission, adop0ng relevant policies, and
then submiNng them to the Council to be assembled into a Board Policy Manual. We are hopeful we can complete that task this
year, but we will take the 0me we need to do it right.
The house metaphor has stuck with me for one ﬁnal reason. Our governance process began with a vision, but as we built the
house, we iden0ﬁed things that weren’t func0onal and no0ced other things that needed to be added so that God’s house—Faith
Lutheran Church—would be equipped with a governance structure that would enable it to meet the challenges of the future. And,
as is true of any construc0on project, this project has taken 0me (more 0me, in fact, than we an0cipated). Since we’ve taken the
0me we need to do this work, we want to be sure all of you have adequate 0me to consider these issues, too. Once the Council is
sa0sﬁed with the founda0on and blueprints (the cons0tu0on and bylaws) we will make copies of the dra> documents available to
all of you. We will also give you some tables that will help you track where provisions moved from the bylaws to the cons0tu0on,
which cons0tu0onal provisions are mandatory ELCA provisions, etc. Once we’ve distributed those materials, and people have 0me
to read them, we will schedule an informa0on session or two so that anyone interested in more detail can obtain it. When we are
ﬁnished with that informa0on sharing, we will schedule a congrega0onal mee0ng to ask the congrega0on to adopt the
cons0tu0on and the bylaws. We hope to have a ﬁnal product ready for a special congrega0onal mee0ng in October so that we can
elect our newest council members into a new cons0tu0on and bylaws in November.
We on your Council think this 0me has been well worth it. We thank you for your pa0ence and your prayers.
All together now, “The wise man built his house upon the rock….”
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For those who are not yet here
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

My wife Eunsook and I were so happy to visit Don and Elaine at their
home in West Branson, Missouri. When we decided to take a
vaca0on in a small town near Branson in early July, we knew we had
to go and see them. A major part of our conversa0on revolved
around churches that Don and Elaine a ended.
Don grew up on a farm near Orient, South Dakota. He, along his ten
siblings, was bap0zed and conﬁrmed in Orient Lutheran. A>er college
and military service, Don married Elaine and made a home in the Meyerland
neighborhood in Houston for thirty some years. Salem Lutheran was just several
blocks away from their house and it naturally became their house of worship. A>er
their respec0ve re0rements from jobs in Houston, they moved back to Orient and
lived on Don’s childhood farm. That was when Eunsook and I met them. Two years
a>erwards, they decided to move again and ﬁnally se led in Branson, where they can
enjoy country music and gospel songs. They are now members of a Lutheran Church
outside the city of Branson. “For thirty some years in Houston we drove several blocks
to church; now we drive twenty seven miles on the winding road to church service.”
Don said with a wink in his eye.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

All Church
Learning (FH)
Worship (FC)
Lunch (FC)

Everyone Welcome

Orient Lutheran celebrated its centennial in 2008. A year later, it closed its door. I was
the penul0mate pastor that served Orient Lutheran. When Don was a boy, Orient was
a busy and bustling town. The church was packed on Sundays as well. What a change
in 100 years!
What is happening to Lutheran congrega0ons in ci0es? “Demographics complied by
ELCA Research and Evalua0on indicates that the denomina0on’s congrega0ons are
geNng smaller”, an ar0cle in the August issue of The Lutheran magazine says. “SeNng
doesn’t ma er when it comes to losses in worship a endance.” In the period between
2000 and 2013, 78 percent of the congrega0ons in large ci0es and 79 percent of the
congrega0ons in the suburbs of large ci0es showed losses of 5 percent or more.
Lutheran congrega0ons in the US have been blessed with many wonderful and faithful
members like Don and Elaine over the years. But it is geNng harder and harder to ﬁnd
and keep them.
When the immigrants from Germany, Sweden, and Norway came to se le in this
country a century ago, they brought their pastors with them and established Lutheran
churches in the ci0es and towns. Now it is 0me for Lutheran churches to open their
doors to welcome new immigrants that may not be Lutherans. Houston Chronicle
published an ar0cle on July 7, 2015, “Where Do U.S. Immigrants Come from? The No. 1
country is…China.” The ﬁrst two sentences of the ar0cle read, “Once singled out for
exclusion by law from the United States, Chinese immigrants now make up the largest
single group of arrivals a year into this country. The Census Bureau says China replaced
Mexico as the top country of origin for immigrants to the U.S. in 2013.”
When I graduated from seminary to serve Orient Lutheran Church in 2002, my wife
and I were the only oriental people in town. I thank God that I am now leading a group
of Chinese worshipping God every Sunday. God has called Faith Lutheran to remain
faithful to the mission of the church; God has plans for Faith, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11).
A faithful congrega+on makes every decision in the best interests of, and on behalf of,
those who are not yet here, as we o>en say here at Faith.
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Healthy Boundaries
by Mardi Mayerhoﬀ, First Place 4 Health Leader
Fall is just around the corner. School starts and we ﬁnd ourselves back in that rou0ne of more fast
food, not as many fresh fruits and vegetables in our grocery carts, not playing as much outdoors or
exercising indoors.
Orienta0on Session - Tuesday,
September 8, 2015 at 7:00 PM

On Tuesday, September 8th you can a end an orienta0on about the way to change your rou0ne by
par0cipa0ng in the First Place 4 Health small group that meets in the Faith Center. The Bible study for
the fall is “Healthy Boundaries”.
Mark your calendars now to come discover in God’s word informa0on about your health and how he
helps us set healthy boundaries.
Watch for more informa0on in the weekly e-mails.

CCSC Back to School 2015

Blood Drive

by Janis Frnka, Board of Social Ministries

Social Ministry Board

Our next blood drive will be
August 23, 2015.

Volunteer Opportuni-es
•

August 1, 7:30 - 11:00 AM - Pre-Sort & Set-up –
Children 14 and above are welcome; ages 11-13 with
adult

•

August 1, 10:30 AM - 2:00 PM - Sort and Set-up –
Same ages as stated above

•

Friday, August 7, 7:30 AM - 1:00PM Distribu-on Ages 14 and up

•

Saturday, August 8, 7:30 AM - 1:00PM Distribu-on Ages 14 and up

•

Hospitality Team - Volunteers are needed to provide
radical hospitality to our guests on Friday and
Saturday. We will provide water and snacks.

Sign up by emailing info@faithbellaire.org.
Remember, it takes only $45 to sponsor one child to
receive school supplies, hygiene kits, and school
uniforms/shoes! Put BTS in the memo line on your check.

There is always a need for
blood, especially during the
Summer months when many regular donors may be on
vaca0on. Medical technology has provided many lifesaving discoveries over the years, but there is s0ll no
subs0tute for blood. In a medical emergency, o>en the
most important element is the availability of blood. Blood
dona0ons can help a variety of individuals: trauma
vic0ms, surgery pa0ents, premature babies, individuals
with anemia, cancer pa0ents, and many more. Every
blood dona0on has the poten0al to save up to three
lives!
Individuals who are 16 years old and 122 pounds (with
parental consent), or at least 17 years old and 110
pounds, and are in general good health can donate
blood.
Faith will be hos0ng a blood drive on August 23. Please
remember to sign up in the Fellowship Hall or online at
www.giveblood.org (organiza0on 1037) so there is
adequate staﬀ and minimal wai0ng 0me. If you are
unable to donate, you can s0ll par0cipate by helping with
snacks and a light lunch for the blood center staﬀ,
preparing the room the night before, or invi0ng a friend
or rela0ve who can donate to do so.
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Rebecca Ruth Circle

Women’s Connec-on

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on
Thursday, August 6 at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.

For more informa0on about the Women’s
Connec0on, please contact Brenda Cauthen
at bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

We would love for you to join us for Bible
study. Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch;
desserts and drinks are provided. Socializing
with the group is so joyful.
All are welcome!!

Faith Schools
By Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools
When I ﬂipped the calendar to June, I thought that the summer would drag on with hot, long days and a very slow
pace. Boy, was I wrong! In mid-June, we learned that our Day School NAEYC Re-accredita0on visit would happen
some0me between July 6th and July 17th. That required us to switch to high gear as we prepared for this visit. On
July 7th and 8th, a very kind assessor from the Na0onal Associa0on for the Educa0on of Young Children visited us and observed
classrooms, reviewed our child and staﬀ paperwork and examined our porZolios (we created extensive porZolios which documented
our adherence to NAEYC criteria for each classroom and for the whole school). The visit was rather quick and painless, so I’m hopeful
that this means that all of our materials were in order. We will know whether we will receive our Re-accredita0on in 3 months. Our
assessor assured us that a 3 month wait is much be er than the previous wait of 3 years (at press me we were informed that we
will connue to be a NAEYC Accredited School). I’m happy that we can relax a li le bit now that we have wrapped up most aspects of
this very intense process.
Over the rest of the summer, we had lots of fun at the Day School and Mother’s Day Out with our on-campus ﬁeld trips and other fun
summer ac0vi0es. We had leisurely movie and popcorn days. We had a Young Audiences Puppet Show in honor of classic stories
week that inspired all of our teachers to want to incorporate more puppetry into their classrooms. Several MDO teachers have signed
up for a puppetry professional development workshop that will happen in September. We bounced and ﬂipped at a Circus Carnival in
the Faith Center, and we learned about bunnies through the Nature Discovery Center’s Bunny Buddies Program. One of my favorite
ac0vi0es this summer was spending 0me with the Super Ks at Swimming Lessons for two weeks at the end of July. It’s fun to see the
children progress through their swimming lessons and conquer their fears over the two weeks that we
travel to Evergreen Pool. By the end, they’re conﬁdent jumping oﬀ the diving board and sliding down
the big slide into the “deep end.” It’s a special 0me that we get to spend with the children in their very
last days here at the Day School.
This month, we’ll spend most of our 0me planning for the new school year and saying goodbye to
several families and one special teacher. Ms. Natalie Timme started in the Day School in late 2012. She
joined us a subs0tute teacher when she was fresh out of college and looking for something to do part
0me. Shortly a>er star0ng, she took over the Young 3s class full 0me. As many of you may know, Young
3s can some0mes be challenging to even the most skilled and experienced teacher. With po y training
issues, short a en0on spans, and dare I say, tantrums, it takes a special teacher to manage our Young
3s classes. Ms. Natalie was a natural at teaching from her ﬁrst days here, and over the past year, she
drew on her natural abili0es and what she learned here and in her college coursework to complete her
state teacher cer0ﬁca0on requirements. I knew when I met her that she would not be with us forever
(even though I hoped!). Mid-month, Ms. Natalie will move on to a new posi0on as a 1st Grade Teacher
at Henderson Elementary School in 5th Ward. She is both excited about this opportunity and nervous about what’s to come. We wish
Ms. Natalie much success and know that she will do well as she moves on to serve children and families in one of the highest-need
areas in the city of Houston.
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Faith Schools
Summer
FUN !

12

A leer from Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
ELCA Presiding Bishop

See page 14 for addional ELCA resources
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Being a Blessing...
By Stacy Williams
Every year the Stewardship Board makes a commitment
outside of our 9% to Mission Support to give to other smaller
missions and organiza0ons such as Campus Ministry, TLU
Scholarships, Seminary of the Southwest, CCSC and ELCA
Missionaries.
See the message we received below from Diane Wilk, ELCA
Global Church Sponsorship.
“On behalf of the Global Church Sponsorship team, we would
like to thank you for Faith Lutheran’s wonderful past support

New Church Directory
Coming in September

of the Hinderlies. What a wonderful way to spread God’s love
throughout the world. And we are delighted that you have
started to support Anne and Willie Langdji AND Susan Smith,
both are long term missionaries who are in Companion
Rela+onships with your Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod...I
know that they will be excited to receive the news and will be
anxious to start communica+ons with Faith.
God’s rich blessings to you and to Faith Lutheran in
Bellaire, TX.”

Addi-onal Resources of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Photography session
scheduling going on
now!

Do you know the names of the people siNng around you on
Sunday mornings? Help us to build a tool that will put names
with faces. Be a part of our new church family directory - we
need YOU to make our new family album complete!
You are invited to schedule your photography session today.
Professional photography will be provided by Lifetouch in
September. Each family will receive a complimentary 8x10
portrait and free directory for par0cipa0ng!
Photography sessions will be in 10-minute slots available on:
Wed, Sept 9, 2015
Thur, Sept 10, 2015
Fri, Sept 11, 2015
Sat, Sept 12, 2015

2:00 PM - 8:40 PM
2:00 PM - 8:40 PM
2:00 PM - 8:40 PM
10:00 AM - 4:40 PM

Thur, Sept 24, 2015
Fri, Sept 25, 2015
Sat, Sept 26, 2015

2:00 PM - 8:40 PM
2:00 PM - 8:40 PM
10:00 AM - 4:40 PM

Stop by the table in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays during All
Church Learning or go online to faithbellaire.org to schedule
a 0me for your family.

Social Statement on “The Church and Criminal Jus0ce: Hearing
the Cries”, 2013 (Spanish)
• Social Statement on “Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and
Culture”, 1993 (Spanish)
• Lis0ng of ELCA Racial Jus0ce Resources
• Assessment Report of Synod An0 Racism Teams (provided
through a grant from the Conference of Bishops’ Ministry
Among People in Poverty Commi ee)
• One Body Many Members: Part 1, One Body, Similar Members
• One Body Many Members: Part 2, Mee0ng Our Neighbors for
the First Time – Mee0ng Our Neighbors
• One Body Many Members: Part 3, One Body, Many Members
– Challenges of Diversity
• Talking Together as Chris0ans about Tough Social Issues
• Talking Together as Chris0ans Cross-culturally: A Field Guide
• Understanding One Another: A Congrega0onal Resource
ELCA.org web pages:
• Racial Jus0ce Ministries • Downloadable ELCA Resources on Racial Jus0ce Ethnic Speciﬁc and
Mul0cultural Ministries • Downloadable ELCA Resources on Ethnic
Speciﬁc & Mul0cultural Ministries ELCA Advocacy Ministries
•

Churchwide assembly acons of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
+ Guarantee of Vo0ng Rights to All Ci0zens (CA13.06.27)
+ American Indian and Alaska Na0ve Peoples (CA13.06.29)
+ Interna0onal Year for People of African Descent (CA11.03.12)
+ Project Connect and the Vision of Fullness of Leadership for the
ELCA (CA09.03.10) + An0-Racism Work (CA05.07.39j)
+ Dismantling Ins0tu0onal Racism of this church (CA03.07.65;
CA03.07.66) + Working Against Racism (CA03.06.22)
+ Birmingham Pledge (CA01.02.07) + “Partner in mission and
dialogue” with Churches Uni0ng in Christ (CA01.04.16) + Racial
Hate Crimes (CA01.07.58) + Burning of African-American
Churches (CA97.6.52) + Representa0onal Principles and Urban
Ini0a0ve (CA95.6.58) + Plan to Listen and Act (CA93.8.104)
+ 1992: Year of Remembrance, Repentance, and Renewal
(CA91.5.28) + Racism is a sin (CA89.2.6)
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Upcoming Events
♦CCSC Back To School Sort & Set-up

Every Sunday
at 6:10 PM.
A service of
healing and
recovery.

Saturday, August 1, 7:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Faith Center
♦CCSC Back To School Distribu-on

Friday & Saturday, August 7-8, 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Faith Center
♦Tune Up - Worship Band Gathering

Saturday, August 8, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Westbury United Methodist Church
♦Synod’s Best Prac-ces in Faith Forma-on

Saturday, August 15, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Faith’s Campus
♦Blood Drive

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Sunday, August 23, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Community Room
♦Mother’s Day Out Closed

August 7 & 24-31 (Teachers in-service)
♦Day School Closed

Monday, August 27, 28 & 31 (Teachers in-service)
♦Faith Schools’ Fall Semester Starts

Tuesday, September 1

Ques0ons?
Please contact Jason Houlihan (jhoulihan@faithbellaire.org).
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—August 2015
8:30 AM

August 2

August 9

August 16

August 23

August 30

Acolyte

Audrey DeKunder

JD Jones

Dylan McGouldrick

Sabrina Schlather

Annika Becker

Crucifer

Ella DeKunder

Sam Kennedy

Sarah Bruce

Caleb Seitz

Nicholas Groenewold

Lector

Janice Kolossues

Bob Medlen

Del Thompson

Karen Elsen

Joann Welton

Communion
Assistants

Cory Nelson
Karen Elsen

LaRae & Cory Nelson

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Asst Minister

Carol Strawn

Carol Strawn

Karen Elsen

Karen Elsen

Sharon Richter

Ushers

Doug Elsen
Chris Jones

Jeﬀ Addicks
Earl Thompson

Jeﬀ Addicks
Earl Thompson

Bill Freeman
Art Grove

Bill Freeman
Art Grove

Altar Guild

Suzanne Fisbeck

Suzanne Fisbeck

Ida & Bob Medlen

Ida & Bob Medlen

Barbara McDowell
Ida Medlen

10:50 AM

August 2

August 9

August 16

August 23

August 30

Acolytes

Lisa Rollinson
Andrew Strickland

Daniel Hecht
Ying Stock-Bordnick

Andy Allen
Lisa Rollinson

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Ma Schawe
Helen Schawe

Communion
Assistants

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Mary Jane McBride
Kelley Keller

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Wendy Farner
Daniel Farner

Jon & Nancy Holmes

Asst Minister

Lauren Apollo

Lauren Apollo

Helen Hecht

Helen Hecht

Susan Tallman

Ushers

Jon & Nancy Holmes The Lerch Family
Jim Rollinson

Mary Jane McBride
Susan Tallman

The Cross Family

Wendy & Dave Farner

Common Grounds

Social Ministry

Social Ministry

Social Ministry

Social Ministry

Social Ministry

Altar Guild

Suzanne Fisbeck

Suzanne Fisbeck

Ida & Bob Medlen

Ida & Bob Medlen

Barbara McDowell
Ida Medlen

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church oﬃce of the change by
Wednesday a+ernoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Oﬃce: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Opera0ons
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Forma0on
Director of Faith Schools
Oﬃce Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM All Church Learning (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship
12:00 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:00 AM Blood Drive (300)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM All Church Learning (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship
12:00 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:15 PM High School Night (400, 401)
7:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM All Church Learning (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship
12:00 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:15 PM High School Night (400, 401)
7:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM All Church Learning (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship
12:00 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:15 PM High School Night (400, 401)
7:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
10:50 AM Combined Worship - “The
Gathering” & Faith Chinese Worship
12:00 PM Lunch (FH)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (300)
7:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

Sun

30

23

16

9

2

All Day Faith Schools Closed
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM V8 Early Ford (300)

All Day MDO Closed
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)

2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)

Mon

31

24

17

10

3

All Day MDO Closed
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel
11:30 AM Church Staﬀ Mee0ng (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narco0cs Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel
11:30 AM Church Staﬀ Mee0ng (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board Mee0ng
6:30 PM Narco0cs Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

25

18

11
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel
11:30 AM Church Staﬀ Mee0ng (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM CCSC BTS Commi ee Mee0ng
6:30 PM Narco0cs Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (400, 401)
7:00 PM Church Council Mee0ng (101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

4
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel
11:30 AM Church Staﬀ Mee0ng (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Mee0ng (108)
6:30 PM Narco0cs Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (400, 401)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

All Day MDO Closed
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Pain0ng Group (307)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Pain0ng Group (307)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Pain0ng Group (307)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

26

19

12

5
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Pain0ng Group (307)
6:15 PM Social Ministry Board Mee0ng
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

Thu

All Day Faith Schools Closed
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (Oﬀ-campus)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

27

20

13

6
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:45 PM Execu0ve Board Mee0ng (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

August 2015 - Calendar of Events

All Day Faith Schools Closed
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7

28

21

14

All Day MDO Closed
7:30 AM CCSC BTS Distribu0on (FC)
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FH)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

8

1

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Ea0ng
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Ea0ng
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

29

22

15
All Day Mountain Mover Ar0cles Due
8:00 AM LEAD Conference
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Ea0ng
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7:30 AM CCSC BTS Distribu0on (FC)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7:30 AM CCSC BTS Sort & Setup (FC)
8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (FH)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Ea0ng
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat
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