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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
2

After spending over two weeks without much in the way of cell
service or internet access, it was wonderful for me to remember
that the world spins quite nicely without my active contribution.
Covering 11,000+ miles with a view from my motorcycle seat also
reminded me that, while we have many problems in our world, God
still continued to use people in weaving a beautiful creation despite
all the voices now crying, “Wolf!”
Then I came back from vacation and, like all of you also blessed to have time away, I
immediately experienced re-entry issues. I forgot to put my microphone outside of my
alb on Sunday morning before Clayton reminded me, I missed the turn to our home
on the way home from church, and I took Kelley’s keys instead of mine to drive to
work on Monday morning ...which meant I also got to practice driving back home
from work so she could have her keys to get to her own work.

August Message Series
“Running the Race”
As our attention turns from
political conventions to the
Olympics, we will still be
hearing much talk about
races, winners, and losers.
The Apostle Paul described
our lives as “running the
race” and “seeking the
prize.” In this message series
we will remember where our
race begins and the key
moments that continue to
encourage us to do the best
we can with the time we
have to run the race of our
lives.
August 7

On Your Marks

August 14

Set!

August 21

Go!

August 28

The Recall Gun

But now it is Monday and I’m back on board. Early this morning, seeking to practice
what I preached yesterday about praying FIRST, I wrote some devotional thoughts and
shared them with those who click and read. I hope to continue doing that. I actually
decided to do that while I was out riding. It is a daily discipline that I miss and I’m
willing to start showing up again, trusting that God will give me something to say that
someone out there might appreciate.
What I haven’t yet done today is remove Facebook and Twitter from my phone and
my iPad. Other than a one day slip while sitting in the lake cabin on a rainy day, I never
checked Facebook while I was gone. What a relief! While I love how it helps me stay in
touch with friends and family, the tenor of the posts have turned so vitriolic that I
don’t like what it does to my spirituality. I am thinking about dropping Facebook and
Twitter for the same reason that I quit watching commercials once a DVR moved into
my house. I’m questioning their helpfulness.
I’m not suggesting anyone else do the same. I got rid of the two handguns I owned
after the tragedy at Sandy Hook. At the time, I did not suggest that anyone else do the
same. We all have the freedom to live life as we choose. We all are called in our
baptism to respond to God’s love in the lives we lead.
But I haven’t yet removed Facebook. Why? Because I don’t want to be part of a
church that buries its head in the sand. I don’t want to bury my head in the sand. I
don’t want to be irrelevant. It is bad enough that all I listen to on the radio is sports
talk, classic rock, classic country, or NPR. I still get excited when an AC-DC or Johnny
Cash song pops up. I’ve basically taken a vacation from pop culture for the past 25
years and I’m okay with that, but Facebook feels different. Dropping Facebook seems
to me that I would be joining those who refuse to carry a cell phone.
More importantly, while I have come to hate the emotions I feel when reading
Facebook rants (or writing them), I know how important it is to be challenged by
others with very different perspectives than my own. At its best, the communal voice
of Facebook offers us such challenges. At its worst, we just listen to what confirms
what we already think. In fact, the willingness to be thus challenged is actually, in my
mind, the hope of the world. I think that is what Jesus does to me, again and again
and again. Listening to each other is much more hopeful than talking past each other.
The positive side of Facebook is really akin to the power of the incarnation. Facebook
reveals to us how we think and what we believe in a way that was unavailable other
than in face to face conversation with a very limited set of people. So I’m torn.
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No, I don’t think the world is falling apart. It will ever be the garden in which God has
planted us to do our part toward the common good. Be a blessing!
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instruct children, and to transcend our lives. God’s word,
for example, “is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path” (Psalm 119:105). God’s word reminds us that “we
are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand” (Psalm 95:7). God’s word tells us to cast “all your
anxieties on him, because he cares for you” (1 Peter
5:7). God’s word reminds us that in Jesus, “we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14).

Prayer Corner - God’s Word
by Peggy
3 Porter
Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Psalm 119:1-16
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but
the word of our God will stand
forever.” (Isaiah 40:8)
From the beginning of Genesis to the end of Revelation,
the scriptures reveal a “communication experience.” God
speaks words and creation springs to life. Throughout the
Old Testament, God communicates through burning
bushes, pillars of fire, and mountains of smoke
always. Jesus himself is referred to as the “Word of God”
– the very essence of God’s voice.
In Deuteronomy 6, God instructs believers to let these
words be daily companions – to read upon rising, to

God’s insistence on this rich “indwelling” of the word is
to help us remain close to God, to reassure us in times of
despair, to curb us in times of temptation, to give us
hope in periods of guilt. God speaks to us in every aspect
of our lives and keeps us in God’s care.
Pray: Dear Jesus, thank you for the blessings of your
word. Please let it dwell within me richly. Amen.

President’s Page
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

Last month, my message focused on the joys of summer including vacations, family visits, and summer
camps! I hope your summer is going well too! Only a few more weeks and school bells will be ringing once
again, traffic congestion will go up, football season will be back (YES!), and maybe we will get an early cool
front to remind us it won’t be 90+ degrees every day forever!

But July also brought a lot of tragedy around the world, across the United States, and even here at home in
Bellaire. Terrorism, altercations with law enforcement, and criminal action all leading to senseless death and
anguish for so many. Our world needs God now more than I’ve ever seen in my lifetime.
If you think you have had just about all you can take of this year’s presidential race, well, I’m afraid things are probably
just getting started! I will remain non-partisan here, but I think it’s safe to say many have concerns about our country.
Politics have become disrespectful and polarizing. Our country needs your prayers now more than I’ve ever seen in my
lifetime, but through all the tragedy and despair, I still see so much good in people.
So many people have a positive impact on others! Our Faith Camp staff did an awesome job of creating a fun, Christcentered experience for hundreds of kids during July. On August 5-6, thousands of people representing hundreds of
families and volunteers will flood our campus for the CCSC Back to School Drive! Dozens of Faith’s faithful will give
hundreds of hours of time to make sure our guests are welcomed, provided with hospitality, and serviced to assure a safe
and successful visit. On August 20, Faith again will host the Tune-Up Gathering, a multi-denominational one-day
workshop led by our own Clayton Faulkner with focus on excellence in contemporary worship!
Our congregation, our members, and those we serve need your prayers and service! How can you help? Find out and join
in! You will enjoy serving, getting to know your fellow members better, and making an impact on the lives of others.
Your Executive Board is busy this summer as well. Work has begun on our Church Council Policy Manual and work is also
in progress to document church financial management processes to assure operational continuity and integrity through
Continued on page 4
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Women’s
Connection
4

Synod WELCA Annual Convention

Women's
Connection will not
meet this month and
will resume meetings
next month in
September. Stay tuned for more details!

Our synod's Women of the ELCA
will be holding their annual
convention on September 16 18 at Memorial in Texas City, with
a keynote speaker from Water to
Thrive. Registration is $75 if done by September
1.

For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

For more information or any questions, email
Kim Holle at kholle@pfenniglaw.com.

Continued from page 3

leadership transitions. Staff evaluations are being planned and the process to identify and call to service 2017 Church
Council leaders is underway. Work on the 2017 Mission Plan will soon commence.
These are administrative service activities that many members do not see taking place, but are vital to enabling Faith
to carry out the many visible ministries we do provide! I can’t thank the 2016 Executive Board and Church Council enough
for the volunteering of their time and spiritual gifts to the life of Faith Lutheran.
Perhaps you are feeling called to serve on Church Council or to provide leadership in an area of ministry you have passion
for! Please reach out to a current council member or staff member to discuss your interests!
See you in church!
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ELCA Presiding Bishop Issues Statement on
Police Shootings

and other first responders see the best and the worst of
5
human nature, and they do that on your behalf and mine.
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(July 20, 2016)
My soul is bereft of peace: I have forgotten
what happiness is. (Lamentations 3:17)
Too often in the past months we have been
stunned by violence. Last Sunday in Baton
Rouge, La., and earlier this month in Dallas,
police were the target. Many in our congregations serve in
law enforcement. These are our brothers and sisters,
children of God who dedicate their lives to keeping our
communities safe, who risk their lives for strangers.

Officers killed in the line of duty leave behind families,
comrades and friends. We continue to hold those who
mourn in our prayers. But a little bit of us has died too. “If
one member suffers, all suffer together” (I Corinthians
12:26).
Although broken, our world is also a redeemed one. God’s
answer to hatred and violence is the love and life revealed
in the death and resurrection of Jesus. In Christ, God
reconciles the world to God’s self. We are called to that
ministry of healing and reconciliation in our hearts, in our
homes and in our communities. God is ever faithful. We are
held as one people in God’s love and that love will never let
us go.

2016 Church Council
Don Hodde, President

Roxy Funchess, Community Life, Chair

Jon Holmes, Stewardship, Chair

Beth Bruce, Vice President

Terry Amundson, Community Life

Brian Taylor, Stewardship

Wendy Farner, Second Vice President

Elaine Gabriel, Parish Education, Chair

Joye Roll, Worship, Chair

Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer

Dave Gohlke, Parish Education

Andy Wang, Worship

Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Secretary

Tom Dorman, Property, Chair

Terri Schlather, Youth and Family, Chair

Joann Welton, Recording Secretary

Art Grove, Property

Yvonne Moody, Youth and Family

Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality, Chair

Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, Chair

Evangeline Dai, Hospitality

Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry

Acts of violence, at home and abroad, are all too frequent.
Each is evidence of a broken world. Lutherans understand
this and believe that the state has the authority and
obligation to protect its citizens. Good government and
peace are among the things we ask for when we pray “Give
us today our daily bread.”

“But this I call to mind, and therefore have hope: The
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every
morning…” (Lamentations 3:21-23)
Elizabeth Easton,
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Not all citizens have the same experience with law
enforcement. We are working on that as a nation and a
See more at: www.elca.org/Resources/Presiding-Bishopchurch. But the targeting and assassination of police officers Messages or http://bit.ly/29MGMeU
is a threat to all of us. Nothing is solved by this violence.
Working in law enforcement is an honorable way to live
one’s baptismal vocation. Many of us know police who are 5
members of our congregations. They serve with dedication
to the common good even at the risk of their lives. Police
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One Family Under Heaven
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
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For many years, the first weekend of August has always been
extremely busy on the campus of Faith Lutheran. This year will be no
exemption. On August 5 and 6, thousands of children of low income
families will be coming to the Faith Center to receive gradeappropriate school supply packages and vouchers for new uniforms
and shoes. Some of Faith’s volunteers will be joining 700 volunteers
from other member congregations of CCSC (Christian Community
Service Center) to assist with the distribution, work under the sun to direct traffic,
and provide water and a snack to children and their families.
Back to School is one of the largest programs of CCSC in terms of volunteer
intensity. Faith is blessed to host this event year after year. As I give thanks to God
for this great opportunity to serve, I also want to cheer on all volunteers with these
words of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

FCF Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship (FC)

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’” (Matthew 28:31-40)
Who represents Jesus in the world? The most obvious answer is “Christians.” We
as Christians shall do the works of healing, mercy, and justice in the name of Jesus.
At the same time, we are to remember that Jesus also identifies with the poor, the
hungry, and the lowly. He tells his people who are members of his family to do
these things.
There is an ancient Chinese saying 天下一家,which means “all people under
heaven are one family.” How true is it? It is a noble ideal on paper and in many
people’s mind. In reality, all people around the world are divided by race,
language, nationality, economy, religion, political system, cultural tradition, and
countless other barriers and walls. In our fallen nature, we tend to treat those who
are different from us with suspicion and contempt. Our compassion and sympathy
are rarely shown toward those who do not belong to “us.” Can you imagine how
shocking and provocative Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan was to the original
audience? Samaritans and Jews had been enemies for centuries. They had nothing
to do with each other, but in this story of Jesus, the despised Samaritan became
Continued on page 7
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Blood Drive - August is Blue Bell Month!
7
Sunday,
August 21 @ 8:30 AM
Community Room
Craving cookies ‘n cream or hankering for some homemade
vanilla ice cream? Every blood donor’s favorite way to beat
the summer heat is back when you save lives in August.
Donate or attempt to donate on Sunday, August 21 and
receive a gift certificate for a free pint of Blue Bell Ice Cream!
Please remember to sign up starting in August in the Fellowship Hall or online at
www.giveblood.org (organization 1037) so there is adequate staff and minimal waiting time.
If you are unable to donate, you can still participate by helping with snacks and a light lunch for the
blood center staff, preparing the room the night before, or inviting a friend or relative to donate!

Continued from page 6

the good guy who showed compassion toward a Jew. Every
time we read or hear this story, we are to rethink about who
is our neighbor, who belongs to us, and how we are to treat
one another, especially those who are in need, neglected,
ignored, and different from us.

thankless, and the undeserving. Christ is glorious and happy
and so will you be. It is not your money I want, but your
happiness. Remember his own word, “It is more blessed to
give than to receive.”” (Quoted by Timothy Keller,
“Ministries of Mercy,” p. 65)

B. B. Warfield was an American theologian of the 19th
century. In a sermon, Warfield responded to three common
objections to helping the poor:

As followers of Jesus, we are blessed by Jesus to be a
blessing in the world. We are to show boundless love
toward the less fortunate because Christ has shown
boundless love to us on the cross.

“Objection 1: “My money is my own.”
Answer: Christ might have said, “My blood is my own, my
life is my own.” Then where should we have been?

Journey Through the Bible
Saturday, August 13 @ 9:00 AM
Fellowship Hall

Objection 2: “The poor are undeserving.”
Answer: Christ might have said, “They are wicked rebels . . .
shall I lay down my life for these? I will give to the good
angels.” But no, he left the ninety-nine and came after the
lost. He gave his blood for the undeserving.

Have you ever wanted to see how
the whole Bible holds together?
How the Bible came to be? How the
various books fit together? Then
come spend Saturday morning,
August 13 from 9:00 AM - 12:00
PM as Pastor Kerry will lead you on a walk through every
single book.

Objection 3: “The poor may abuse it.”
Answer: Christ might have said the same; yea, with far
greater truth. Christ knew that thousands would trample his
blood under their feet; that most would despise it; that
many would make it an excuse for sinning more; yet he gave
his own blood.

This will be a great learning time for every age, especially
parents (and children) in grades 3-5, adults in the First
Steps @ Faith journey, and those seeking a better
understanding of the Bible. To sign up, email
info@faithbellaire.org.

Oh, my dear Christians! If you would be like Christ, give
much, give often, and give freely, to the vile and poor, the
7
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Who Is It For?
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2016 Creation Care Fest
Saturday, August 13
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Christ the King Evangelical
Lutheran Church will be having
their 2016 Creation Care Fest Environmental Extravaganza.
This year’s theme is Connections
between People and Nature. This
free environmental educational
offering has activities for all
ages. Adults can attend
interactive lectures addressing
the theme by a variety of
experts, from anthropologists to
zoologists. Kids can enjoy
meeting live education animals,
coloring, seeing films, and other
fun activities.

by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Last month, I wrote about what First Steps @ Faith is. God brings
people to Faith Lutheran Church that want to know more about
Jesus and the church. First Steps @ Faith is an opportunity to be
mentored in a life of discipleship. For the last several months, a
group of dedicated people have been gathering to think, read, and
pray about how to encourage discipleship at Faith. These folks are
going to be the sponsors (kind of like a mentor, or guide) for our
candidates (those wanting to be baptized or know more about the faith).
But who is First Steps @ Faith for? The simple answer is anyone wanting to grow in
their walk with Jesus. While it is designed for people preparing for baptism, it can
be attended by anyone. First Steps @ Faith is placing a structure in motion that will
make our congregation more visitor-friendly and seeker-ready. First Steps @ Faith
positions us as a welcome place for people to dip their toes into the Christian faith.
Seekers are encouraged to bring their doubts and concerns.
Our culture is increasingly more disassociated with the Christian faith. First Steps @
Faith will hopefully create an organic community to test-drive the claims of Jesus in
a relational framework. Our job as the church is to be ready to welcome those who
come to us asking, “Who is Jesus and why does it matter?”
We can imagine lots of different kinds of people participating in First Steps @ Faith.
Consider these examples:



Nursery care for kids under 5 will
be provided. Parking is available
for $1 at the Rice University lot
across the street from the
church.



For the latest information on the
Fest, go to http://ctkelc.org/
creation-care-opportunities.





Some persons in our community might be open to exploring a life of
discipleship with Christ if they heard that there was a process of study,
mentorship, and prayer in place in our congregation to support them in their
time of inquiry and preparation for baptism.
Some members of our congregation might have spouses that attend worship
occasionally but have never been baptized or formally engaged the church.
A single parent or couple might be interested in having their child baptized, but
they feel like they need a more solid foundation to their own faith before
trying to teach their child about believing in God.
For many adults, engaging in Bible study and sharing their faith experiences
ended with confirmation when they were adolescents. There might be some
adults in our church or community who are already baptized but want an adult
renewal of their faith.

If any of this sounds intriguing to you, we would like to invite you to an interest
meeting for First Steps @ Faith on
Sunday, August 7 at 12:00 PM in the
Community Room (300) in the Faith
Center. There you will hear more
about the process and meet others
who are on the journey.
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Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, August 4
at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come
hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are
provided. Socializing with the group is so joyful. All are
welcome!

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

The summer is winding down and we
continue to have lots of children enrolled at
both schools. We also have lots of families
from near and far visiting us for tours and to
be added to our wait lists. Additionally, we
have many siblings moving from MDO to the
Day School and/or joining the Day School or
MDO. We are excited about the continued interest in our
program. As families continue to learn about us, we
continue to try to improve so that we may always be
competitive and impressive.

spend long hours at the school and lots of time on the
playground. We hope that adding these areas will offer
options and will reduce negative behaviors that are due to
boredom. We will update you as we continue our planning
and installations.

We are also working on developing a new curriculum for
the Mother’s Day Out program. While this program has
shorter hours (which means less time for the teachers to
lead activities) and is focused on play and socialization for
our youngest students, we are working on a thematic guide
that will inform teachers how to plan simple activities for
One effort to improve involves adding new areas of interest the children in their classrooms. While we want to improve
to our playground. Nearly two years ago, we made
the curriculum at MDO, we want to maintain the relaxed
significant (and expensive!) upgrades to our playground.
and less structured nature of the program. I am excited
We installed turf on the “island” which is the main play area about this work and am sure that it will have a positive
that holds the structures and we installed the bright blue
impact on the children we serve.
canopy that shades the playground during these hot
summer months. These were great upgrades and have
improved safety and usefulness of the playground. Now
we’re going to start working on developing outdoor centers
to offer children new learning and play opportunities on the
playground. We’ve placed the new garden benches in the
garden area and they have storage areas under the seats
that will hold books that the children can read in the
gardens. We hope that this will offer a break from the very
active play that goes on during outdoor time for the
children who need or want it. We would also like to add an
outdoor music wall, a combined sand and water table, an
art easel, and a permanent bubble area. Our children often
9
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Grace Bags and Homeless Lunches

10

Stock Up Now - They Won’t Be Back Until September
Have you experienced what it’s like to give dignity and respect
to a panhandler instead of cash? Don’t miss this blessing. The
Middle Schoolers made Grace Bags in May and June, but will
not be making them this month - so be sure and stock up!
Please remember to give your name and ask for theirs. Prayer
is a great equalizer of power. You are not the only one with something to offer, but what you
have to offer with a Grace Bag is helpful. A $5 donation to cover the cost of the Grace Bag
and lunch for one person on the streets is requested.

Summer Recap!
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

Faith Camp 2016 began its first week with 97 campers! Not only did we get to go down
massive slides on splash day, but we had our Disciple Campers meet local heroes at the
Bellaire Fire Department. We also got to bless a former staff member going into the United
States Air Force and heard from George Amundson who was a former first round pick and
running back for the Houston Oilers all in our first week. Weeks two and three brought us
another 163 campers combined!
Every day, campers got to learn what it is to be a hero from the biblical stories of Joseph, Gideon, Rahab, and
others. Are these men and women just “biblical heroes”? Sure there are those classic heroic attributes, but
as we explore each of their lives, I don’t think we see them as typical heroes. Does Joseph, Gideon, or Rahab
rise up in power to strike out against evil and injustice or is it that they submit to God for the sake of the
world? Look at how Joseph flees immorality with Potiphar’s wife, remember how he even served others
while in prison, or look at the Beatitudes and the feeding of the 5,000. Think for a second about what it
means to be a hero. Are these traditional stories of “Superman-esque” power or of submission for the sake
of others?
Faith Camp’s success is due directly to the team of Diana Boihem, Staci DeKunder, Karen Elsen, Wendy
Farner, Kristen Krueger, Ben Remmert, and Jeannette Sebesta. This team of leaders directly supported the
mission of our managers Erin O’Dea and Michael Farner to continually elevate the quality of the camper’s
experience. Thank you all for making Faith Camp a priority in our congregation by your willingness to serve
as mentors as well as the endless food bestowed upon us.
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2016 Summer
Fun at Faith!
11

Houston Lutheran Chorale
The Houston Lutheran Chorale is seeking new singers to celebrate the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ in music and song.
Who: All who love to sing - no auditions required.
When: Rehearsals begin Sunday, August 14 from 2:00 to 5:00 PM and require two
Sunday afternoons each month. Concerts are scheduled for December 3 and 4. Other
special performances may be added later. (Details at www.hlc-tx.org)
Where: Trinity Lutheran Church, 800 Houston Avenue, Houston TX 77007
For More Information: call 832-489-6773 or visit our web site at www.hlc-tx.org.

More Faith Camp Fun!
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Parent’s Night Out
Friday, August 5 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
12
Fellowship Hall
The FUN summer season of Parent’s Night Out is coming to an end!
Throughout the summer we had a blast hosting our themed nights
full of activities for the kids. Sign your child up for our last summer
event where we will have our annual Back to School Bash and food in
the Fellowship Hall!
The cost will be $15 per child, so please RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a spot
for your kiddo. You may pay in cash at the door or online in advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give and select
Parent's Night Out. Please cancel reservations anytime prior to the event by email or text message. Pass this
information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive place for your child to go
when you need a parent’s night out!

Loads of FUN at Lutherhill!

YOU CAN BE A BLESSING TO HOUSTON’S CHILDREN!
Friday and Saturday, August 5 - 6
Every child deserves an equal
opportunity for a good education and
Faith is partnering again with CCSC to
help thousands of Houston’s school children. It is our aim to
provide 6,500 children with basic school supplies and a new
school uniform so these kids may be prepared and feel
excited to begin their school year!
We need volunteers to be a part of Faith’s Hospitality and
Parking Teams. Stop by the table in the Fellowship Hall to12
sign up today!

First Place 4 Health Orientation
Tuesday, September 6 @ 7:00 PM
Room 306
Bible Study "Training for
Success"
For more information,
contact Mardi
Mayerhoff at
mgmayerhoff@juno.com
or at 713-203-1875

13

We are LIVE!
13 is our secure and easy to use online tool that allows our members and guests to connect to what’s happening at
InFellowship
Faith. Through your online accounts, you will be able to:
1) Access and update your contact information.
a. Our Privacy Settings - allows individuals to
determine which pieces of personal information can
be viewed by others.

information is controlled by the user by configuring
your privacy settings.

4) View your contribution statements.
a. Once enrolled, the church office will approve the
2) Search and manage group involvement.
user profile and contributions will be posted to the
a. This allows group leaders to manage groups and
head of household’s profile. This is a great way to
contact members of their group and prospects to find
make sure you are on track with your 1% challenge.
and inquire about joining a group.
Are you ready? Watch for the “This Week
3) Use the church directory.
at Faith” emails on Thursdays
a. Allows users to opt in to have their information
starting August 4, 2016 for links and more
displayed in an online directory. All access to
information about how to sign up!

Faith House’s Birthday is Next Month!
Faith Lutheran Church’s Faith House ministry turns 30 this year! To celebrate, the Faith
House ministry is throwing a birthday luncheon for the congregation following worship
services on Sunday, September 25. The Faith House ministry will be recognizing all of
the Faith House volunteers from the past and present that have worked so hard to
make this ministry a success. Lunch will be served in the Faith Center and will take the
place of the usual Sunday lunch. All church members and guests are invited to attend to
celebrate 30 years of this ministry and honor those that have served as volunteers.
Over the last few years, the Faith House ministry has been remodeling the six guest rooms in Faith House 2
(the large house on the corner of the church property), one guest room at a time, with funds raised through
the Faith House birthday celebrations. Each renovation included a total rebuild of the bathroom, new paint,
flooring, lighting throughout, and new linens and chairs. The remodeled rooms provide many benefits for our
guests who may have mobility issues due to illness. Funds raised for renovations also allowed Faith House to
take care of much needed repairs due to the age of the facility.
We are halfway there - renovations on a third guest room were completed in June. To raise funds for the next
room renovation, we invite you to give a birthday gift to Faith House. In September, Faith House will offer a
“Gift Registry” of items that are needed to remodel a guest room.
This is how it works:
1. You select the items that you would like to give to Faith House,
2. donate to Faith House the amount of money needed to purchase that item,
3. and then Faith House does the shopping for you. We will purchase the item during the renovation process.
The “Gift Registry” will be available for viewing and purchasing on Sunday, September 11, 18, and at the
birthday lunch on September 25. It takes all kinds of items, large and small, to refurbish a room. Faith House
thanks you in advance for your birthday gifts, but most important, please plan to celebrate with Faith House
on September 25. See you there!
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Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to our
facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative
wing. The office staff will buzz
you in if the office doors are
locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s
a matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in. Thank
you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office
hours.

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Upcoming Events
CCSC

Back To School Distribution
Friday, August 5 - 6 @ 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

Parent’s

Night Out - Back to School Bash
Friday, August 5 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
The cost is $15 per child.

First

Steps @ Faith Interest Meeting
Sunday, August 7 @ 12:00 PM
Community Room

Journey

Through the Bible
Saturday, August 13 @ 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
3-5 graders, parents, First Steps @ Faith participants and
anyone wanting to know more about the Bible!

Blood

Drive
Sunday, August 21 @ 8:30 AM
Community Room

Questions?
Please email the church office at info@faithbellaire.org.
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8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—August 2016
August 7

August 14

August 21

August 28

Acolyte

Alice Tian

JD Jones

Dylan McGouldrick

Zach Michaud

Crucifer

Lyle Jares

Dillon Williams

Josh Boihem

Nate Michaud

Lector

Sara Karow

Sharon Koch

Carol Strawn

Sharon Richter

Communion
Assistants

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Asst Minister

Bob Medlen

Joann Welton

Joann Welton

Doug Elsen

Ushers

Troy Becker

Chris Jones
Scott Ramsey

Chris Jones
Scott Ramsey

Art Grove
Brian Taylor

Altar Guild

Barbara McDowell
Betty Dossey

Diana Rettig
Dorothy Rosenbaum

Diana Rettig
Dorothy Rosenbaum

Bob and Ida Medlen

10:50 AM

August 7

August 14

August 21

August 28

Acolytes

Andy Allen
Alice Tian

Caleb Seitz
Sam Kennedy

Audrey DeKunder
Ella DeKunder

Alice Tian
Nicholas Groenewold

Communion
Assistants

Kelley Keller
Janice Decker

Dave Farner
Wendy Farner

Jon Holmes
Nancy Holmes

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Asst Minister

Lauren Apollo

James Cross

James Cross

Sam Kennedy

Ushers

Susan Tallman
Roxy Funchess

Parkan Family

Dave Farner
Wendy Farner

Jon Holmes
Nancy Holmes

Altar Guild

Barbara McDowell
Betty Dossey

Diana Rettig
Dorothy Rosenbaum

Diana Rettig
Dorothy Rosenbaum

Bob and Ida Medlen

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana15
Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services
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7

14

21

28

Mon
1
All Day Office Closed
12:30 PM Lead (300)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)

Tue
2

3

Thu
4

2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Board
Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:45 PM Exec. Board Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (305)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

25
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (305)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

18
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (305)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

11
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:45 PM Exec. Board Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (305)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

24
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

17
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Steps at Faith (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

10
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:45 PM Bellaire MOMS (gym)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

August 2016 - Calendar of Events

All Day Office Closed
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting
(off campus)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(
(off campus)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

8
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

9
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

30
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15
All Day Mountain Mover Due
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

16
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Faith School Board Meet (101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

22
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

29
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 305)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Fri

5

Sat

6
All Day Back to School Distribution
(gym)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

12

13
9:00 AM Journey through the Bible
(FH)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 AM CCSC Food Pantry
(St Luke’s UMCGC)
8:00 AM Tune Up Worship Band
Gathering (all rooms)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

27

20

26

19

All Day Back to School Distribution
(gym)
6:00 PM PNO (FH)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
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Sun

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM FCF Bible Study (300)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:00 PM Interest Meeting (300)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
10:50 AM “Combined” Worship
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 PM Board of Worship Meeting
(201)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

All Day Blood Drive (300)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Launch Day (FC Gym)
9:45 AM FCF Bible Study (300)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (gym)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (200)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
9:45 AM FCF Bible Study (300)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (gym)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (200)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
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