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Sunday Mornings 

 9:00 AM - The Gathering 

10:15 AM - Learning Groups 

11:15 AM - Heritage 

 

Advent/Christmas at Faith 
 
On Wednesdays during the season of Advent we offer a brief service to 

prepare us to meet Jesus in our hearts through faith. There are four 

Wednesdays in Advent: November 30, December 7, 14, and 21. Each 

Wednesday we offer two services at 11:45 AM and 7:00 PM.  

 

The 11:45 AM service includes songs from the children of Faith Day School 

and is followed by a fellowship lunch. The 7:00 PM service includes the 

Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and is followed by refreshments. Both services include a message from 

Pastor Kerry. Please join us as we prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

On Sundays during Advent we will focus on the "Questions We Always Ask At Christmas" 

• November 27 "Is Your Tree Up Yet?" Mark 13:24-37 

• December 4  "Have You Mailed Your Cards Yet?"  Mark 1:1-8 

• December 11 "What Size Do You Wear?"  John 1:6-8,19-28 

• December 18 "What Do You Want For Christmas?"  Luke 1:26-38 

• December 24 "Is There Room In Here?"  Luke 2:1-20 
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New Sunday Schedule  

Beginning Sunday, December 4 

  

The Gathering  Service - 9:00 AM 

Learning Groups - 10:15 AM 

Heritage Service - 11:15 AM  

Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

• December 11—Lessons and Carols for Advent 11:15 AM 

• December 11—Youth Choir presentation of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 6:00 PM 

• December 24—Christmas Eve Worship 5:30 & 7:30 PM 

• December 25—Christmas Day Worship 10:00 AM 

• January 1—New Year’s Day Worship 9:00 & 11:15 AM 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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As I write I am remembering last year at this time. I was sitting on pins and needles, waiting to hear the 

results of the congregational meeting.  I remember driving home from the Brenham area, my phone rang, 

and then I heard the news that Faith had called me to be their next pastor.  I'll never forget listening to 

the chorus of Amazing Grace through my iPhone while driving down Highway 529.  And now, we're just 

short of a year into our new life together. 

  

It has been a good year.  I am very grateful for your incredible willingness to try new things, to make 

subtle and not so subtle adjustments, all for the sake of faithfulness to our greater call of connecting with 

new people and serving the world around us.  We have had a great year. 

  

We have new language that captures what God does through our ministry—we follow Jesus in blessing 

the world with faith, hope, and love.  We have seen that happen.  We have added several new groups to 

the ministries happening on our campus.  We practiced radical hospitality in changing the atmosphere at 

"Back to School".  We've sent another group to Peru.  We've enjoyed a 20% increase in worship 

attendance.  Much good has happened and for all of that, we give God thanks and praise. 

  

It hasn't been easy.  We've taken significant risks.  We're taking another in changing our Sunday schedule 

yet again in December.  In evaluating our first season of learning, while those at The Gathering service 

appreciated a later start time of 9:30 AM, we lost more than we gained in trying to have two separate 

learning hours.  So now, in order to offer a stand alone learning time again, everyone will have to adjust 

to a new schedule.  We are committed to keeping this schedule in place for 2012. Let's all give it our best 

and see what happens. 

  

This past year has also seen many changes in how we partner with paid staff people in sharing ministry 

and leadership.  We have a different kind of staff configuration with different responsibilities but I believe 

it has been working well.  We are certainly blessed in welcoming Jennifer Finley, Stacy DeClouette, Kim 

Bright and Clayton Faulkner to the Faith team. 

  

All of this represents change.  Change can be hard but change is good.  Not change for "change's sake" 

but change for improvement, change for forward movement, change for greater faithfulness and deeper 

discipleship. All of this comes to mind for me as we enter the seasons of  Advent and Christmas. 

  

God invited people like Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, and Zechariah to follow in life altering ways.  They left 

behind life as they had known it and walked with God into a new future, a new future they would only 

glimpse.  They offered themselves to God's service.  They laid their bodies down. 

  

Since I came to Faith back in January I have looked forward with anticipation to discovering a new 

normal.  My sense is that we are closer to a new normal now than we were before but our work is far 

from over.  Next year will also take us to some new places as we begin to dig deeply into the implications 

of what it means for us to be a blessing. 

  

I am looking forward to this journey and I am mindful that "our" new year begins in Advent rather than in 

January.  While the Christian church is often criticized for being irrelevant and out of touch with modern 

life, that ought never be the case.  A faithful church is always willing to step ahead, to be in the front lines 

of life, so it is fitting that a new church year begins before the cultural new year. 

  

On behalf of your staff and our families, thank you for welcoming us into your midst this year.  Thank you 

for your willingness to serve, your courageous spirit, and your generous support of our ministries.  May 

God bless you and your families as we walk into the Christmas season. 

Church Leader 

Holiday Reading List 

  

For a deeper 

understanding of the 

thoughts behind our 

new Mission Frame, 

read "Church Unique" 

by  Will Mancini.  

 

To read the theology 

behind the work of 

the Stewardship 

Board, read "Ask, 

Thank, Tell" by 

Charles Lane and 

"Giving to God" by 

Mark Allen Powell. 

 

If you want to get 

ahead of the curve a 

little in re-thinking 

small group ministry, 

our primary resource 

will be "Activate" by 

Nelson Searcy. 

 

I have been looking 

for help in de-

mystifying the simple 

act of talking about 

our faith in ways that 

feel authentic to us 

and invite us closer in 

relationship to 

others.  Right now 

I'm reading "More 

Ready Than You 

Realize" by Brian 

McLaren. 

 

Send me a review if 

you read any of these 

books. 

December Calendar Events 

 

1 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  

2 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

3 Saturday - 9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 11:00 AM Youth Alive (208)    
12:30 PM All – In Staff Gathering (FH) / 3:00 PM AA  
 

4 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Advent Learning / 11:15 AM Heritage / 4:30 PM Handbells (202)  
 

 
5 Monday - 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (Gym) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) 
 

6 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting & Lunch (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 5:30 PM 
Worship Board (106) / 6:00 PM Family Service Project (BUMC) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 6:30 PM Social Ministry (109) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 
7:00 PM ISA (401) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

7 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 10:00 AM Women’s Connection (FC) / 11:45 AM Advent Service & Luncheon (Sanc. & FC) / 12:00 PM Youth & 
Family Board (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Advent Service / 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board (101) / 8:00 PM AA 
  

8 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:45 PM Executive Board (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

9 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

10 Saturday –9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 9:30 AM Advent Market Place / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 
11:00 AM Youth Alive (208) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 
 

11 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Advent Learning / 11:15 AM Lessons in Carols / 4:30 PM Handbells (202) / 6:00 PM 
Charlie Brown Christmas (FH) 
 

 
12 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite(400)  / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) 
 

13 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Mtg. (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone 
Satellite (307) / 7:00 PM Church Council (101) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (401) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

14 Wednesday – DS Xmas Program Set-up (FC) / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Advent & Luncheon / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 
 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Advent Service / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

15 Thursday – DS Xmas Set-up (FC) / Mountain Mover Articles Due / 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 7:00 PM Day School 
Christmas Program (FC) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

16 Friday – 6:00 PM Caroling and Cookies / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

17 Saturday - 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Hope Meeting (FC) / 10:00 AM Property Board (109) / 3:00 PM AA (300)   
 

18 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Advent Learning / 11:15 AM Heritage / 4:30 PM Handbells (202) / 4:30 PM Mentor 
Evaluation – Jennifer’s House 
 

 
19 Monday – 9:00 AM Holiday Camp (300) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) 
 

20 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:00 AM Holiday Camp (300) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Mtg. (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite / 
6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board (101) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (401) / 8:00 PM AA  
 

21 Wednesday – 11:45 AM Advent & Luncheon / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Advent Service / 8:00 PM AA 
(300) 
 

22 Thursday –MDO & Day School Closed / 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM Mountain Mover Assembly / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

23 Friday – Offices and School Closed / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

24 Saturday – 9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 9:15 AM Activities Board (FC Kitchen) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling 
Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 5:30 PM Christmas Eve Service / 7:30 PM Christmas Eve Service 
 

25 Sunday- 10:00 AM Christmas Day Service 
 

 
26 Monday – Offices and School Closed - No Activities scheduled 
 

27 Tuesday - Offices and MDO Closed / 8:00 PM AA  
 

28 Wednesday - Offices Closed / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

29 Thursday - Offices and MDO Closed / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

30 Friday – Offices and School Closed / 8:00 PM AA 
 

31 Saturday - 9:00 AM Cornerstone (200-202, 207, 300) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 
 

 
 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—December 2011 

9:00 December 4 December 11 December 18 December 25  

Acolytes 2 Zachary & Jacob Boihem Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Michael Farner 

David Farner 

  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Wendy and Dave Farner Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Barbara McDowell 

Nancy & Jon Holmes  

Asst Minister 1 Dottie Wichman Holly Spratlin Susan Tallman Bob Medlen  

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel & 
Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael, & 
Daniel Farner 

Laura, Stephen, Nathan 
& Zachary Michaud 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

 

Greeters 2 

 

     

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

Alexis Salazar 

Parker Grimsby 

Alison Obr 

Parker Grimsby 

Barbara McDowell   

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Erette Bartay 

Melanie Palmer Tina Wood Tina Wood  

11:15 December 4 December 11 December 18 December 25  

Acolyte Tyler Grimsby Cameron Anderson Elizabeth Menke   

Crucifer Emma Keller Natalie Dorman Thomas Menke   

Lector Del Thompson Mardi Mayerhoff Kyle Zimmerman Jan Zunker  

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

Carl Watson 

Richard Pett 

 

Asst Minister Tiffany Menke Susan Tallman Sharon Richter Melanie Palmer  

Ushers 4 Majpr Fredrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

   

Greeters 2      

Refreshments 4      

Information 

Desk 2 

 Doug Elsen 

Cathie Pett 

Doug Elsen   

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Erette Bartay 

Melanie Palmer Tina Wood Tina Wood  

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 

Social Ministry 

Social Ministry 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer.  Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts.  They broke bread 

in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the  

favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved.  

(Acts 2:42 & 46 -47) 

As we start a new church year let us reflect on our 

giving in 2011.  Why is giving up 12% this year?  

What have we done differently from what we did 

in 2010?  The Stewardship Committee has tried to 

teach and educate the congregation on Biblical 

giving.  Could it be this mind shift that is making a 

difference?  

 

In Acts 20:35 we learn that it is more blessed to 

give than receive.  We at Faith feel that we need to 

give.  It is not only our duty to give, but we receive 

a blessing each Sunday when we meet as a worship 

group. 

 

In Matthew 25:14–30 Jesus compares God to a 

master who gives his servants different numbers of 

talents.  The point of the parable is that God does 

not distribute gifts uniformly and these gifts are 

God’s to give.  The good news of Biblical            

stewardship starts with the realization that all 

things come from God and God can         distribute 

them as he chooses.  The good news is that God is 

generous and loving, that God knows us better 

than we know ourselves, and God will do what is 

right for us. 

 

Understanding that everything comes from God, 

that it is more blessed to give than receive, we at 

Faith feel compelled to give.  We are a New        

Testament church of faithful givers not only in     

giving for our budget, but in giving for the      

churchwide ministries. 

 

We are starting a new church year and we need to 

remember that where our treasure is there our 

hearts will be also.  In I Corinthians 16:4 Paul also 

suggests that we must set aside money each week 

to be faithful and systematic givers.  It is our      

responsibility and pleasure to continue to worship 

God each Sunday with our financial giving. 

 

Capital Fund Update through 11/20/2011 

 

Total number of responders                         148 

Total 3-Year Commitment                   $1,125,874.00 

Total received thru  11/20/2011          $680,899.75 
                                                                                               

November 20, 2011 YTD 

 

Offering Received for Operating Budget                

$21,358                 $639,361 

 

Needed to meet Budget                                          

$15,106                 $709,982 

 

Actual Offering vs. Needed to Meet 2011 Budget 

$6,252                  -$70,621 

Stewardship Corner 

By Doug Elsen, Chair of the Board of Stewardship and Finance 
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As we move into the new year we are going to do 

some experiments in how we encourage faithful 

giving from our members and guests. 

• We are going to replace our "little offering 

envelopes" with full-sized envelopes that we 

will include in our weekly bulletins AND send to 

our membership.  Most of the boxes of 

envelopes are not used (some members never 

use them).  We'll mail them out for three 

months and seek feedback along the way. 

A New Look for Stewardship in 2012 

• We are going to begin recording our giving 

based on names rather than just envelope 

numbers.  This will help us better thank those 

who choose to give for the first time and to 

include them among those receiving quarterly 

giving statements. 

• We are encouraging people to consider 

electronic giving as a simpler, more reliable 

way to financially support our ministry. 
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Ah, the season of waiting and anticipation is upon 

us.  That is what you are celebrating this month, 

right?  The annual waiting for Jesus’ birth for the 

2,014th (ish) time.  I hope you approach it with as 

much joy as you did when you were a little kid.   
 

The Christmas I remember most of all in my 40+ 

years happened when I was about 8 years old.  My 

older brothers and I opened all of our Christmas 

gifts as usual on Christmas Eve night, and when we 

were finished my mother told us to each pick our 

favorite gift and that all the rest were going to be 

given away to children who didn’t get anything for 

Christmas.   

I remember the panic of having all these wonderful 

treasures taken from me.  I remember the feeling of 

how unjust it was.  But I also remember driving 

downtown on Christmas Day and giving those toys 

away.  There was something so right about 

it...something necessary in the shock of it. 
 

That was the only year my mother did that.  I wish 

she was alive today so that I could ask her what 

made her decide to one year shift her focus from 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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our abundance to other’s need.  I would love to tell 

her that of all the gifts I have received over the 

years, the ones I gave away have made the most 

lasting impression on me.   
 

Last year, the Finleys began a new tradition - we 

decided to split our Christmas budget by spending 

1/2 on each other and the other 1/2 on the God’s 

Global Barnyard.  Together, our 3 families purchased 

300 chicks for people in another country to begin a 

new life with a new livelihood.  We hung chicken  

ornaments all over our tree to remind us of the 

“Year of the Chick.”  This year, we have decided to 

celebrate with the year of the “sheep.”  

(just Google “God’s Global Barnyard”) 
 

We all have that opportunity this month with our 

Faith Family Service event on December 6 (see 

below).  I hope that you will come out and share a 

sense of doing for others (outside of buying) this 

Christmas season. 
 

I wish my mom was here today so that I could thank 

her for being an example of looking past ourselves.    
 

CCSC - Serve Together as a Family...For a Family 
The Christian Community Service Center is an award winning, community 

based, non-profit organization serving the inner-city Houston community. We 

were incorporated in 1980, and since that time have grown to encompass a 

coalition of 42 member churches. CCSC’s mission is to serve the poor, hungry, 

disabled, and otherwise needy while respecting their religious, ethnic, or  

cultural differences. 
 

Tuesday, December 6  6:00 - 8:00 PM Bellaire United Methodist Church  
 

We invite you to carve out some time during the holiday season to SERVE together as a 

family.  **Remember that “family” is defined as:  singles, grandparents, adults with 

children, adults without children, and anyone not included in this list already!**   

If you do have children or grandchildren, serving together as a family is a great way of 

teaching compassion and justice.  Make sure that you discuss why it is important to serve 

“the least of these” in Jesus’ name.  
 

Our Faith family will serve together by assembling the food packages that CCSC will be 

handing out to families that need assistance this holiday season.  

* Recommended attire - lightweight, casual clothes and comfortable shoes.   

* Nearly all work will be done indoors.  * Refreshments are provided. * Parking is limited.  * Carpool if possible. 

 

 
 

There is a particular need for pre-teen and teenage gifts.  Here are some suggestions… 
 

Curling Irons Hair Dryers Make Up Kits Jewelry Sets  Watches Large Art Sets Accessory Bags 

Belts  Purses  Wallets  Digital Cameras  MP3 Players CD Players Beauty Sets 
 

* All gifts should be new and unwrapped * Please drop off to Sunshine Resale Shop (5407 Bellaire Blvd) through December 3. 

Good people do good things. 

Christians live out their faith in 

the name of Jesus by doing 

“good” things. 

And Don’t Forget to Shop As a Family...For a Family 
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is to 

provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 

 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. We 

offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children will be   

involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an opportunity to grow 

socially.  

 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information. 

To all our friends at Faith 
 

Mary and I would like to thank all who offered their thoughts and prayers for my recovery from cancer 

surgery.  The support of this congregation for its members is legend.  It seemed that during my             

recuperation there was an endless stream of those who visited and offered support.  In particular I 

would like to thank all who helped Mary through this difficult time.   
 

God bless all 

Carl White 

Faith Family Fun Friday   

December 16, 2011 

6:00 PM 

 

“Caroling and Cookies” 

 

Please join us as we enjoy a special holiday Faith 

Family Fun Friday! We will carol around the 

neighborhood for about 1 hour and then we will 

come back to the Fellowship Hall to enjoy cookies 

and hot cider.  Don’t miss out on this warm holiday 

fun! 

RSVP to faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com 

 

January 20, 2012 

6:45 PM 

 

“Game Night” 

 

Join us January 20, at 6:45 PM for a great night of 

fun! Faith Family Fun Fridays kicks off in January 

with a great Game Night. There will be food, 

fellowship, and lots of fun so don’t miss out! 

 

RSVP to faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com 
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Poinsettias 

Poinsettias will be displayed on the Altar on Sat. Dec. 24 for Christmas Eve Services and Christmas 

Day. The cost is $9.00 – checks should be made payable to “Faith Lutheran Church”  with Poinsettias 

on the memo line. Place checks in the offering plate or church office. Sign up at the Poinsettias Display 

Table in the Narthex. 

Deadline to order:  Friday, Dec. 16 

Any poinsettias not picked up after the Christmas Day service will be donated to Brighton Gardens and 

Faith Lutheran Day School.  Any questions – Contact Ida Medlen 281-565-0654 or email                      

immedlen@windstream.net 

Family Camp Begins Annual Tradition 
 

It was unanimous!  Family Camp is back on the calendar for next fall.   

Those families that attended agreed that it was too fun and too meaningful not to be repeated!   

Hope to see our whole Faith Family next year! 

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are a faith-filled time of anticipation and celebration. The music 

we sing during these seasons sets the tone. We have some wonderful music to share together in 

worship this month. Here are a few details on our upcoming services: 

 

December 11—Lessons and Carols for Advent 11:15 AM 

The Lessons and Carols service has become an annual tradition at Faith Lutheran Church. The service 

includes Scripture readings, congregational singing, and music presented by our Faith Choir, Faith Alive! 

Band, Handbell Choir, and other instrumentalists. The Lessons and Carols service does not include a 

sermon or Holy Communion. The Gathering service at 9:00 AM will include a message and Holy 

Communion. 

 

December 11—Youth Choir presentation of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 6:00 PM 

Our Youth Choir has been working on their best impressions of Linus, Lucy, and Snoopy. They will 

present “A Charlie Brown Christmas” in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM on Sunday, December 11. 

 

December 24—Christmas Eve Worship 5:30 & 7:30 PM 

We are offering two distinct Christmas Eve services 

this year. The 5:30 PM service will be led by the 

Faith Alive! Band and be similar in style to The 

Gathering service. The 7:30 PM service will be led 

by the organ and be similar in style to the Heritage 

service. Both services will include candle lighting, 

carol singing, and Holy Communion. 

 

December 25—Christmas Day Worship 10:00 AM 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year. We will 

offer one service that morning at 10:00 AM. Bring 

your family and celebrate the birth of Jesus with 

us! 

 

January 1—New Year’s Day Worship 9:00 & 11:15 AM  

We are offering two services on Sunday, January 1, 2012: The Gathering at 9:00 AM and Heritage at 

11:15 AM. There are no Learning Groups this morning. 

Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room! 

by Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Ready to start new traditions in your home that help you pass on your faith to your children?  

Bring your whole family to the Advent Marketplace where you will be invited into workshops de-

signed for you - mom, dad, and grandparents. You will leave with simple ideas to implement right 

away this Advent season as well as ways to nurture faith in your family in the New Year.  

Peggy Hahn will lead these workshops drawing on the new Faith Together Learning Exchange. It 

doesn't matter if your children are young or in high school - please join us. $10 covers resources and 

a chili lunch.  For a schedule of the day, please visit http://gulfcoastsynod.org/FAITH_TOGETHER/

AdventMarketplace2011/AdventMarketplacePR.pdf 

Advent Marketplace - December 10 

Parents who want to Reclaim the season of Advent this year 



This month the Women’s connection will 

be doing something a little different! On 

December 7, the ladies will meet at 10:00 AM to    

prepare a delicious lunch for those who attend the 

Advent service on Wednesday at 11:45 AM. Please 

come out and enjoy an inspiring service followed by 

an outstanding lunch so graciously prepared by 

the  Women’s Connection . 

On December 1, Pastor Kerry will lead the 

women of Rebecca Ruth Circle in the study 

of GRACE, followed by a wonderful Advent party 

with decorations, music, food, desserts, and good 

folks. Please join us for a merry time.  

 

If you have any questions please contact Patti 

Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

               Rebecca Ruth Circle 

"The Word became flesh and dwelt among us." 

John 1:14  
 

Some people feel that the words of John 1 don't 

seem very "Christmacy," at least in comparison 

with the beloved Christmas story from Luke 2.  Yet 

John expresses here so clearly the heart of    

Christmas.  On that first Christmas, the eternal 

Word of God, the Second Person of the Trinity, 

came to earth wrapped in human flesh and blood 

 

The Word became flesh, and in this very intimate 

way God comes very close to us.  He fully          

experienced the attacks of the devil against us, 

the struggles and temptations that mark our 

lives.  And yet, unlike us, He did not sin.  By His 

almighty power and compassionate love, Jesus 

helps us face and overcome the fears and         

challenges of life.  The heart of Christmas is the 

incredible story of God coming to live among us to 

share His love and saving grace.  It is Good News 

of great joy for all people - including you!  Christ 

came to earth for you.  He died and rose again for 

you.  He now lives in you by faith, empowering 

you to live for Him at Christmas and throughout 

the year. 

 

It is your privilege to share this joyous Good News 

with others around you, including those who are 

missing the heart of Christmas.  Share with them 

the most precious gift of all, the Christ Child.  He is 

the one Christmas gift who truly keeps on giving  

day after day, and year after year, and forever. 

 

Pray:  Jesus, the Virgin's Son, grant me a humble 

faith that believes nothing is impossible with 

God.  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!   

Hallelujah!  Amen. 

  

Prayer Corner 

The Word Has Come 
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This December will be a sad day in the Faith 

Church Office as, one more time, John Lacy 

attempts to enter the world of retirement.   

 

For the past 10+ years, John has provided safe, 

secure, and trustworthy service in our office.  He 

has taken care of our database, recorded our 

contributions, sent out our giving statements, and 

has been a voice of wisdom and insight. 

 

When Pastor Nelson first came to Faith he quickly 

came to appreciate the many contributions that 

John was making and officially added John to the 

 Thank you, John Lacy, for your good and faithful service!  

church staff as a voluntary Database 

Administrator.  He has been that and far more for 

many, many years at Faith. 

 

John and Anita look forward to a few less 

responsibilities in their lives and the opportunity 

to enjoy worry free Mondays.  John will continue 

to guide the Mountain Mover assembly team each 

month. 

 

On behalf of the staff and members of Faith, 

thank you, John, for your faithful service! 

Women’s Connection             

Our annual Thanksgiving Feast was fantastic!  It is the perfect opportunity for us to thank our parents for 

allowing us to be a part of their children’s lives. Miss Amy led the Kindergartners as they took the lead on 

our “Echo Prayer” to give thanks to God for the abundant bounties He has bestowed upon us. We       

continue to be thankful for all of our Faith family (school and church) who continue to support the      

ministry to our young children.  As always, the children were precious in their costumes and the food was 

delicious! A special thanks goes to Joe and Betty Dossey, Bill Edson, Terry Amundson, and Melanie       

Bassett for their invaluable help with serving and cleanup after the Feast.   
 

 

We have begun to rehearse for the annual Christmas program, and the children are precious. It will be 

presented on December 15, beginning at 7:00 PM, in the Faith Center. We would love to have you come 

celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ with us!   
 

Learning Themes for the month of December will include Christmas and Other Holidays around the 

World. The children will learn about a Christmas tradition from Holland as their shoes get a visit from    

St. Nicholas during naptime. Other traditions we will visit include Santa Lucia Day from Sweden,           

Hanukkah, and from Mexico, a shortened version of Las Posadas.  Then of course, we will celebrate 

Christmas in America with a visit from Santa Claus and festive parties on the 16!  Don’t forget to stop by 

and see our Christmas tree, decorated with ornaments from around the world created by the children.  

You can read the story of origin for the ornaments on the wall surrounding the Christmas tree.  
 

We have set the date for our Auction; it is Saturday, February 4. Complete information will be available 

in the January Mountain Mover.  Tickets will be $25.00.  This will include a silent auction, hopefully a live 

auction (we are still looking for an auctioneer), dinner, and entertainment.   Save the date, it promises to 

be a night of fun and treasures!  We have some fabulous donations already in-house and are excited 

about receiving more.  If you have a service or item that you would like to donate, it will be gratefully 

accepted at the Day School during the week or call us and we will pick it up!  If you prefer to bring your 

donation on Sunday morning, you can label it and leave it in the church office or find Denise and she will 

lock it up in the Day School office. 

 

“I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!” 

Luke 2:10-11 

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Congratulations Sonia Esquivel 

Faith Lutheran Teacher of the Month 

Sonia Esquivel, our Faith Lutheran Day School’s   

Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a 

few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her: 

Name: Sonia Esquivel 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have 

taught the 3 year olds for over nine years now. 

What are your hobbies?  My hobbies consist of 

helping out with church activities and participating 

in physical activities with my children. 

Tell us about your family life:  I was born in San 

Vicente, El Salvador C.A. I have been living in 

Houston for the past 30 years. I have been happily 

married for 25 years. My family consists of my 

husband, me and our four children. I have also 

been blessed with two handsome grandsons. 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people 

know about you?  On a sunny day, I like to drive to 

the beach with the family. 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I enjoy 

preparing young minds to become productive and 

successful. I also enjoy involving the parents in the 

learning process and the development of their 

children. And, teaching has inspired me to return to 

college to help me become the best teacher I can 

be. 


