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Scattered Thoughts 
by Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn. (Luke 2:6-7) 

 

My wife has been serving as a Learning Group leader for our 3rd-5th graders and sometimes comes home 

with reports on how things went.  This past weekend she said that class began with one of the boys 

saying, "I'm not sure that I understood the gospel for today."  How cool is that?  Kelley, surprised at the 

thoughtfulness and earnestness with which he asked the question, said that it sparked a great 

conversation and helped them all look more closely at the lesson for the day. 

 

I'm grateful to serve a church where questions are honored, where conversations are welcomed, rather 

than a church of pat answers and clichés.  Especially during Advent and Christmas when the divine 

mystery of it all stands alongside the seasonal cacophony of "the holidays."  Mystery invites questions. 

 

"I'm not sure that I understood the gospel for today..." 

 

He's not alone.  We all live there.  As life opens up before us, again and again and again we find ourselves 

wondering, "What does the gospel say in this situation?  What might the good news look like in this 

person's life?  Where is God's grace cooking in this moment...for me, for others?" 

 

As we move together through the season of Advent we will do so by reading each day from the thoughts 

of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  His story is one of a man born into wealth and privilege who chose to devote his 

life to serving others as a pastor and theologian.  He lived those questions. 

 

As Germany began its descent into what would become World War II, Bonhoeffer had the opportunity to 

travel and teach abroad.  He could have kept his distance.  He could have stayed safe through those 

years.  But, over against those who pled that he not return, he went back home.  He returned to the 

darkness, driven home by the Light of Christ within him and the conviction that the good news is nothing 

if it doesn't land in real life, among real people, battling real evil, seeking real love, real hope, real 

salvation.  His last years were spent in a prison cell.  He was hung just days before the camp was 

liberated. 

 

Bonhoeffer will invite us into the mystery of Advent and Christmas.  Waiting.  Mystery.  Redemption.  

Incarnation.  Jesus born into a world where there was no room for him. 

 

This is the good news that we seek...the good news that seeks us.  Yes, there is a temptation to seek 

Christmas presents over Christ's presence.  Yes, we often seek comfort and ease over sacrifice and 

suffering for the sake of others.  Yes, we can be quick to point out evil in society yet remain blind to the 

logs of evil in our own lives.  Yes, we too quickly hunger for peace and quiet rather than striving for peace 

and justice.  Yet God continues seeking us, coming to us, and surprising us.   

 

We seek "Jesus the Mighty Avenger" and God comes to us a baby... loved by his parents, visited by 

shepherds and strangers, hunted by a paranoid king.  We seek cathedrals with air conditioning and find a 

drafty barn in the night.  Thus God surprises us and each time it happens we are born anew to the 

realization that, though God's ways might not be our ways, God's ways are always better. 

 

May we ever be a congregation that seeks to understand “the gospel for today,” willing to let go of our 

preconceptions, remaining open to God's surprises, and dedicated to making real the cosmic love of God 

in real ways, in the lives of real people, all year long. 

 

And may we continue to notice how God surprises us through the questions children ask. 

Next Steps In 

Ministry 
 

What would it look 

like to call a bilingual 

associate pastor to 

help us with 

intentional outreach 

to the Chinese 

immigrant 

community? 

 

What would it feel 

like, not to just send 

money to 

missionaries working 

in the far corners of 

the world, but 

instead to financially 

support ground floor 

mission work here in 

our own back yard?  

 

We called the ELCA 

office in Chicago 

looking for another 

congregation in the 

country who does 

this very well.  Here’s 

what we learned:  No 

one seems to even 

be trying to do what 

we are envisioning. 

 

We aren’t talking 

about creating a 

Chinese ghetto at 

Faith—we’re talking 

about adding a 

pastor, eventually a 

bilingual worship 

service—so that we 

can reach new 

people for Christ and 

build a diverse 

community of 

disciples.  Our vision 

is a model of what all 

congregations ought 

to do.  Keep praying. 
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One of my non-musical roles here at Faith has been 

facilitating (with the help of my wife Margo) the Financial 

Peace University classes at Faith. In November we completed 

hosting our second Financial Peace University class here on 

our campus. This was our fourth time to go through the 

course and my second time facilitating leading it. 

 

Financial Peace University is a great class for everyone to 

better understand money. I consider it to be an important 

part of the healing ministry of Faith. Many families suffer 

from the burden of financial debt. Financial Peace is a great 

tool to help remove the blinders and discover a new paradigm 

for living in a financially sustainable way. The class has had an 

incredibly positive impact on how our family handles money. 

 

We had a terrific group that met over the last couple of 

months, including 12 individuals from seven different families. Three of these families came from 

outside the church. Financial Peace University is also an easy way to reach out to our community by 

letting them know we care about their financial wellbeing. 

 

At the end of this course we took a tally. Over the nine weeks that the course lasted, the participants: 

• Paid off $10,500 in non-mortgage debt. 

• Saved $10,000. 

• Closed five credit card accounts. 

• Increased or remained consistent in their charitable giving. 

 

If you’d like to better understand money or get a grip on your debt, watch for the next chance to take 

Financial Peace University in 2013. 

 

New Worship Study Starting in 2013 
 

Beginning January 13, 2013 I will be leading a Learning Group 

using “Worship Matters: An Introduction to Worship” published 

by Augsburg Fortress. 

 

This introductory course has been developed to help 

participants grow into a richer understanding of the 

foundations of Lutheran worship. With a focus on the principal 

gathering around word and sacrament, this course explores the 

foundational questions about why we gather, how we 

encounter God in worship, and how that encounter shapes our 

response in both our communities and our world. Topics 

include the Church Year, the Lectionary, Holy Baptism, Holy 

Communion, Corporate Prayer, Worship and Culture, and 

more. 

 

You can sign up for this Learning Group on the table in the 

lobby during the month of December. This group is open to 

everyone who would like to enrich their understanding of 

worship. 

Financial Peace University @ Faith 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 



Tired of spending your hard earned money on junk for Christmas because you don’t know what to get? 
 

A couple of years ago, my family decided to spend very little on gifts for each other and instead make a 

lasting impact for another family. My family nor Christopher’s family need for anything, but most of the 

world does.  So we stopped the “obligation bus” to stressfully shop for something unnecessary and 

headed in a new direction… 
 

2010 was the Chinese Year of the Tiger, but for the Finleys it was the “Year of the Chick.” Between our 

two families (Chris’ parents and brother and my brothers and grandma) we purchased 60 chicks from 

God’s Global Barnyard, an ELCA “gifts that make a difference” catalog. We bought chick Christmas 

ornaments and put them on all of our trees to remember that in 2010 we gave a family a small business 

to sell eggs and later chickens as well.  Our combined $600 gift changed lives.   
 

2011 was the Chinese Year of the Rabbit, but for the Finleys it was the “Year of the Fish.”  Together we 

bought two fish farms. This project begins with a pond, fish food, training, and just a few fast-growing 

fish like tilapia. Very quickly, the pond teems with enough fish to regularly provide healthy meals for 

families in the community.  Our combined $500 gift changed lives. 
 

2012 will be our “Year of the Pig.” Our families will again invest our money in life sustaining opportunities 

for families around the world without options.  We will hang a pig ornament marked “2012” on our tree 

to remind us that that is where the bulk of our Christmas monies will go this year. We will thank God that 

we have been blessed to bless others. We will remind ourselves that our lives have purpose and meaning 

because of that little gift in the manger 2000ish years ago. 
 

Beginning on December 2, Social Ministries will be selling God’s Global Barnyard ornaments and bulbs of 

mustard seeds for our children in Peru. These tokens will also remind you that you are blessed to be a 

blessing.  Please drop by to do some Christmas shopping for these life changing ornaments. They are 

small to us, but what they represent are huge in the lives of those who receive your gift. 
 

Blessings on your head! 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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$175 

Be Meaningful this Holiday Season 
Faith is offering several ways to make your holiday $$ matter.   

Pick an ornament off the tree in the lobby December 2-23 and change a life. 
 

God’s Global Barnyard 
Remember these animals are not a 1-time meal, but rather a small business  

and a sustainable income for a family with nothing. 

      $10            $20         $30          $50             $125            $250           $500                   $715 
 

 

 

 
 

Children of Peru 
“Sowing seeds for the future” is a ministry of hope for families in Peru.  What if you gave away hope 

this year for Christmas?  Sembrando means a hot meal, family support, education help, and faith  

formation for people living in poverty near a Lutheran congregation in Peru. It cost $400 per child, 

per year!  For a $10 donation you can give a Sembrando Ornament this holiday season and know you 

are part of this important ministry. 
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Faith Family Service Project 
Tuesday, December 4 , 6:00 - 8:00 PM  

Bellaire United Methodist Church (just a few blocks East of Faith) 4417 Bellaire Blvd. 
 

Mark your calendars!!  Everyone is invited to pitch in and help CCSC get ready for their holiday food   

distribution. Meet at Bellaire United Methodist at 6:00 PM and we will Be A Blessing together! 

Advent at Faith 
by Board of Parish Education 

What’s Happening During the Learning Hour  

(10:15 - 11:00 AM) in Advent? 
Advent begins on Sunday, December 2. As we wait for Jesus’ birth this season, we  

invite you to participate in our Advent learning hour each week.  Here is the plan… 
 

Toddlers and Pre-Kindergarteners/Kindergarteners - will continue to meet each week in 

room #301.  On December 16, please join us in the sanctuary for their Christmas Pageant. 
 

Elementary Schoolers - will meet for cookies and music in the Faith Center on December 2 and 9, 

participate in the Christmas Pageant on December 16, and join the Middle Schoolers to make special 

Grace Bags on December 23. 
 

Middle Schoolers - will continue meeting each week.  Their servant projects will include making 

cookies for our Faith House guests on December 2, caroling at Brighton Gardens on December 9, 

making homeless lunches on December 16, and helping the Elementary Schoolers make Christmas 

Grace Bags on December 23. 
 

High Schoolers - will continue to meet each week upstairs in the Youth Room located in the Faith 

Center. 
 

Young Families - will continue meeting regularly in room #122 at the discretion of their leaders and 

participants, focused on Advent. 
 

Adults - are invited to gather in the Fellowship Hall each week in Advent for small group study of 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 
 

God is in the Manger  

Reflections on Advent and Christmas  
 

The devotion books are on sale in the lobby for $10 or you can download it for Kindle for $7.20. 
 

There will be no Learning Groups on December 30.  Please feel free to fellowship with others in our 

Common Grounds Coffee House on this day. 

 

Our Winter 2013 Season of Learning will launch on January 6, 2013! 

Faith Family Caroling  
Friday, December 16, 6:45 PM 
 

Join us for pizza, caroling, and cookies!  Everyone is invited! 



Read Luke 2:1-21 

                                                                           

Wrapped in the plain paper of human flesh, lying 

in a feeding trough, is the greatest gift the world 

has ever known.  It is the gift of Jesus, God's Son. 

 

It is nearly impossible for humanity to fathom the 

love that God shows in the selfless giving of God’s 

only begotten Son.  Yet by faith, we comprehend 

that this gift is wondrous indeed and accept it 

with heartfelt thanks and praise. 

  

What can we give in exchange for such a gift of 

love?  What do you give the One who has 

everything and has no need of anything?  How can 

we possibly express our gratitude to God for this 

gift of grace? 

 

God doesn't want rams or goats.  He has no need 

of ten thousand rivers of oil or burnt offerings 

(Micah 6:6-7). He doesn't even want our firstborn. 

  

God wants us to be lovable and able to stand in 

righteousness before him.  To do that, to make 

that possible, he was willing to die for our 

sins.  There's no need to wrap them up.  There's 

no need to polish them or make them 

presentable.  What Jesus wants for Christmas is 

your sins, your guilt, your weaknesses, your 

burdens too heavy to carry, your very lift! 

 

Pray:  Now in the manger we may see God's Son 

from eternity.  The gift from God's eternal throne 

here, clothed in our poor flesh and bone. 

Prayer Corner—The Gift of Jesus 
by Peggy Porter 
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The Faith House Board met in early October to identify and prioritize short and long-term needs for the 

Faith House ministry.  The reality we face is that Faith House II, our residence for Faith House guests on 

Cedar Street, is now 20 years old; the Faith House I apartments are two years older.  As is the case with 

any 20-year-old house, repairs have become more frequent as the facility ages.  In addition, the Faith 

House Board anticipates that major replacements to the facility will be required throughout the next 

five years. 

   

Faith House room rates have been $12/day for the past 25 years.  An incredible feat!!!  This is a 

testament to Faith House Volunteers over the years and the support of this congregation.  However, the 

ministry can no longer operate on this level of income.  To address the increased cost of maintaining the 

Faith House facilities, the daily room rates for Faith House will increase effective January 1, 2013.   

   

Effective January 1, 2013:  

• Faith House I (2-bedroom apartments at the rear of Faith Center):  $24/day   

• Faith House II (rooms in the residence on Cedar Street):  $18/day 

   

The decision to increase Faith House room rates was made with much care, deliberation, and prayer.  

The Board’s commitment is to take care of Faith House today so that this ministry will be here 

tomorrow… and 25 years from tomorrow.  Please continue your prayers and support for this Faith 

Lutheran ministry.  

Room Rates Increasing at the Faith House in 2013 
by Joann Fry, President of the Faith House Board 

Children’s Christmas Pageant—December 16 at 10:15 AM 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our Children’s Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 16 at 10:15 

AM in the sanctuary.  

 

The Pageant will feature our Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten Learning Group, Elementary Learning 

Groups, Mother’s Day Out children, and Day School Children’s Choir.  



News from the Day School 
by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 
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Congratulations Barbara Mican 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Barbara Mican, our Prekindergarten teacher, sat down and answered a few questions about herself to 

let people know more about her. 

 

Name:  Barbara Mican 

 

What age do you teach? Three-year-olds. 

 

What are your hobbies? I have begun to put together Christmas jigsaw puzzles.  I glue them and put 

them in frames. I place them around the house during the month of December. 

 

Where are you from? I was born in Maryland.  I have lived here in Bellaire since I was one year old.   

 

Tell us about your family life?  I am very proud to announce that I am a great-grandmother for the 

third time..   

 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? I listen to Christmas music all  year 

long. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? I love the imagination of these young minds.  I have heard that a 

child made a space ship and flew to a planet where he met an alien and they ate hot dogs.  A child saw 

a bee, the bee followed him home and now they are best friends.  Playing and talking to children will 

always keep your mind  young.   

December is not only a month that brings family and friends together to celebrate the birth of our 

Savior, but it also brings together Church and School in ways that don’t happen throughout the year.  

You will see our Day School students more often in December than in any other month of the year.  

Children from the Day School will sing at mid-day Advent Services on December 5, 12, and 19. On 

December 16, the Day School will be highlighted in both church services.  The children will present a 

sneak peak at our Christmas Program during the Learning Hour.  Their angelic voices and adorable 

costumes are not to be missed.   

 

You will also see our Day School students selling tickets for our Day School and Mother’s Day Out 

Raffle.  Sponsored by the Day School Board and coordinated by Church and Board Member LaRae 

Nelson, raffle prizes include an American Girl Doll Bitty Baby gift pack, a Lego® Creations table and 

building block set, a boy-themed dress up trunk, a girl-themed dress up trunk, and an Apple® iPad®! 

Each prize has a retail value of more than $300, and tickets cost only $5.  A book of 10 tickets can be 

purchased for $40.  Winning one of these awesome prizes would be the perfect way to start the gift-

giving season.  Tickets are available at the Day School office or after each service on December 9 and 

December 16.  These amazing prizes are on display in the Day School entry way.  The drawing will take 

place on December 20 at the Day School Christmas Program.  You do not have to be present to win.  

Proceeds from this raffle will replace funds used to purchase Kindle Fire HD devices, new laptops, and 

classroom desktop computers for each of the Day School classrooms.  Buy your tickets today! 

 

Thanks for supporting the Day School at Faith Lutheran Church! 
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In Quibdo, Colombia, Jency (pictured left) has a 

bright future thanks to her mother’s hard work 

and your generosity to ELCA World Hunger. 

 

It wasn’t so long ago that Jency’s mother, Aida, 

and her friends Jenny and Vianney were driven 

from their villages by guerrilla raids and made 

their way to the city. 

 

Through your gifts, the three women learned 

how to run a small business – and now the 

customers of their spa, Tesoro de la Selva 

(Treasure of the Forest), enjoy the natural 

products the women make, as well as the 

flowers they grow. 

 

“Women have to work and care for our families, even with the stigmatism of being displaced,” says 

Jenny. Aida is pleased with the organizing and business training she and her friends received, saying, 

“This is a huge success. We were helped with personal growth, how to run a business and made aware 

of our rights as women.” 

 

Vianney sums it up: “Our quality of life and the lives of our families improve,” she says. “Without this 

business and income, life would be very difficult.” 

 

The women are constantly improving their products and services. They are also looking forward to 

certifying their products for sale in mainline supermarkets and stores. Thanks to your gifts to ELCA 

World Hunger, Jency and children like her can look forward to a more secure future. 

 

Thank you for your generosity! Without your gifts, stories like this would not be possible. For more 

information on ELCA World Hunger, visit:  

http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger.aspx  

 

We cannot be quiet about what we have seen and heard!  (Acts 4:20) 

A More Secure Future 
by Christine Donahue, TLGCS Mission Interpreter Coordinator 

Youth Choir Presents ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’ 

 

 

 

Come support our Youth Choir 

as they present ‘A Charlie 

Brown Christmas’ and remind us 

what Christmas is all about.  

 

There will be two presentations 

on Sundays, December 9 and 16 

at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship 

Hall. Christmas carols and 

refreshments will follow.  
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 

grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10) 
 

As the Christmas season draws near, it’s time for us to reflect on the year that has (almost) passed and 

look forward to the new year around the corner.  This month marks my last month as chair of the 

Board of Stewardship and Finance.  The board has grown and evolved a lot since I first came on board 

two years ago, and I’m happy to see the progress that we’ve made and the increase in the 

congregation’s awareness about financial stewardship.  Jim Brekke will be leading the board next year 

with Cliff Condit as vice-chair and I am confident they will continue the good work of stewardship 

education and awareness.   
 

In the last month or so each member should have received the Growing In Faith Through Service 

(GIFTS) pamphlet highlighting the different volunteer opportunities at Faith.  Thank you to everyone 

who has already completed it and turned it in.  If you have not filled it out yet, please take some time 

to reflect and pray about what opportunities there are for you to serve at Faith.  Each of the boards at 

Faith have numerous opportunities to serve, ranging from serving as a greeter at the front door on 

Sunday mornings, to helping with landscaping and property maintenance, to serving as a Learning 

Group teacher for preschoolers.  Once you have filled the GIFTS card out, you can turn it in at the 

office or in my box in the hallway outside of the office.   

 

As we celebrate Christmas with our friends and family, let’s focus on our blessings and prayerfully 

consider what opportunities we might seek out to strengthen our faith and commitment to service and 

financial stewardship.  Let’s also not forget the greatest gift we will ever receive - salvation through 

Jesus Christ.  There is no present that is greater.  I encourage each member to remember this and look 

to give their ‘best gift’ to the church during the month of December.   The following questions and 

chart may be used to help you decide what the ‘best gift’ is for you and your family.   

 

First: Look at the chart below to see what percent you are presently giving the Lord. 

 

Second: Are you surprised over what your present percentage giving is? 

 

Third: Look at the percent you are giving and move up a percent or more for the purpose of more 

sacrificial giving in response to God’s gifts to us. 

 

Thank you as always for your support of the many ministries at Faith! 

Stewardship Corner 

by Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 
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Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet in the conference room on Thursday, December 6 at 10:00 AM. We will 

have a quick meeting and then our Holiday party.   All are welcome! We would love to have you join us. 

If you have any questions please contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will meet on December 5 at 10:00 AM  for a Christmas Party and meal. If you are 

interested in joining the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 

Order Your Christmas Poinsettias 
by Barbara McDowell, Board of Worship Chair 

It is a tradition at Faith Lutheran to celebrate Christmas with poinsettias on the altar for the glory of and 

in thanksgiving to God and in honor and memory of loved ones.  Poinsettias will be displayed at all 

services on Sunday, December 23 and Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve.  They may be purchased 

for $9.00 (checks payable to “Faith Lutheran Church”) with “poinsettias” in the memo line.  Please place 

checks in the offering plate or the church office.  A sign-up table will be in the Fellowship Hall on 

Sundays, December 2 and 9. 

 

Deadline to order:  Friday, December 14 

 

Poinsettias may be picked up after the 7:00 PM Christmas Eve service and until January 3. Those that 

are not picked up will be donated to Brighton Gardens and the Faith Lutheran Day School.  Any 

questions – please contact Barbara McDowell at 713-432-1971 or bjhmcd@aol.com. 

WELCA Thankoffering  
 

Thank you women of Faith Lutheran for giving generously to the WELCA Thankoffering. Your 

contributions of $1,240 will help support the total outreach of the ELCA including specific programs of 

the women’s organization, resources and initiatives for women, and communities throughout the 

greater church. 

Our next message series begins on December 2 for the season of Advent. It is based on the book 

 

God is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas 

by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

The accompanying devotion book is 

on sale in the lobby for $10 or you 

can download it to your Kindle for 

$7.20. Discussion groups based on 

the devotion book will take place on 

Sunday mornings during the Learning 

Hour (10:15 AM) as well as during 

our Wednesday Advent services 

(December 5, 12, and 19 at 11:45 AM 

and 6:30 PM). 

New Message Series and Wednesday Advent Worship Services 



The month of November always brings a spirit of thankfulness to MDO! A special thanks goes to our 

parents that helped us make our Thanksgiving feast a huge success.  We hope that everyone had a safe 

and family-oriented holiday. 

  

We are really looking forward to our Advent season and celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord 

and Savior.   In doing so, Mother's Day Out would like to encourage everyone to donate an unwrapped/

new toy for "Operation stocking stuffer," sponsored by the Houston Fire Department. All toys should be 

brought to the MDO office by December 13.  Thank you in advance for your donation. 

  

During the month of December, we will be making lots of festive crafts and a special gift for our 

families.  The classrooms will be filled with joyful voices, singing some of their favorite Christmas 

songs.  The excitement and anticipation is very contagious and we all enjoy the holiday spirit that fills 

the air.  

 

On behalf of the Mother’s Day Out Program, we’d like to take this opportunity to personally wish each 

and every one of you a very blessed Christmas celebration and a Happy and Safe New Year!!  

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
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Faith House Action Items in 2013 
by Joann Fry, President of the Faith House Board 

The core values at Faith Lutheran Church that inspire us and drive us forward are: 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life  

• Radical hospitality 

• Discipleship over membership 

• Spiritual renewal 

• Community involvement 

Faith House has been a care giving ministry of this congregation for 26 years.  Room rentals cover the 

monthly expenses, including small repairs that are needed to keep the facility in good condition.  

However, Faith House requires memorial gifts and other donations to fund major repairs and 

replacements for the facility. 

 

At our October Board Workshop, the Faith House Board identified three action items for 2013: 

1. Replace the downstairs HVAC unit in Faith House – it is 20 years old, the original unit. 

2. Perform needed foundation repairs to Faith House II. 

3. Replace all mattresses in Faith House (last replaced in 1999). 

 

Our goal is to plan the air conditioner replacement for Spring when the weather is mild and the work 

will have the least impact on our Faith House guests.  To do this, we need $8000 to cover the cost of 

equipment and installation.  All gifts to Faith House from now until the $8000 goal is reached will be 

designated for the HVAC replacement. 

 

As you plan your year-end giving, the Faith House Board asks that you consider a gift to Faith House.  

You can be assured that your gift will help this ministry continue long into the future.  Checks can be 

made out to Faith Lutheran Church, with “Faith House” on the memo line.  

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  

by Meric Pinkerton, Mother’s Day Out Director 
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Give Hope to Those in Need this Christmas 
by Don Hodde, Board of Social Ministries 

There are two new giving opportunities being provided to you by Social Ministries this Christmas season. 

 

The first opportunity is to give a gift to the Sembrando ministry for The Lutheran Church in Peru.  “Sowing 

seeds for the future” is a ministry of hope accompanying families in Peru. What if you gave away hope this 

year for Christmas?  Sembrando means a hot meal, family support, education help and faith formation for 

people living in poverty near a Lutheran Congregation in Peru. When you give a $10 donation for a 

Sembrando Ornament you make this a special holiday season for them! You will receive a Christmas tree 

ornament containing mustard seeds that are symbolic of the way your gift will serve as a seed planted in 

ministries to help make a difference in the lives of others around the world! 

 

The second opportunity is to give a gift to God’s Global Barnyard.  This ministry sponsored as part of  the 

ELCA Good Gifts program allows you to make financial gifts that will be used to purchase animals for 

families in poor regions around the world.  These animals can help provide a sustainable livelihood for 

these families for years to come.  From baby chicks to cows to alpacas, there are a number of different 

animals you can provide to a family to help them build hope for the future!  

 

Find out more about how to support these ministries with your special Christmas gift by stopping by the 

table in the lobby on Sundays in December (9, 16, and 23)! 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—December 2012 

9:00 

 

December 2 December 9 December 16 December 23 

Acolytes 2 Joshua Boihem 

Jacob Boihem 

Michael Farner 

Daniel Farner 

Annabelle Allen 

Wyatt Sydow 

Thomas Spratlin 

Chelsea Spratlin 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Barbara McDowell 

Cry Nelson 

Roxy Funchess 

Laura Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Asst Minister 1 Jeff Spratlin Jeff Spratlin Megan Paulson Megan Paulson 

Ushers 4 Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Nancy & Jon Holmes Parkan Family Farner Family 

Greeters 2 Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board  

Common 

Grounds 

Executive Board Executive Board Executive Board Executive Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board  

Altar Guild 2 Tina Wood  

Betty Dossey 

Diana Freeman 

Tina Wood 

Diana Freeman 

Tina Wood 

Tina Wood 

11:15 December 2 December 9 December 16 December 23 

Acolyte Jonathan Mierstchen Andrew Hollenberg Myra Condit Jonathan Mierstchen 

Crucifer Thomas Menke Thomas Menke Elizabeth Menke Thomas Menke 

Lector Sara Karow Lessons and Carols Mardi Mayerhoff Kim Hutchinson 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Bill Puryear 

Jeannette Sebesta 

Lessons and Carols 

Lessons and Carols 

Bill Puryear 

Jeannette Sebesta 

Mary Hackerman 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Asst Minister Tiffany Menke Lessons and Carols Carol Strawn Karen Ellison 

Ushers 4 Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Greeters 2  Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board  Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board  

Visitor Center  Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board   Stewardship Board  

Altar Guild 2 Tina Wood  

Betty Dossey 

Diana Freeman 

Tina Wood 

Diana Freeman 

Tina Wood 

Tina Wood 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

December 30 

 

 

Only One Service at 

10:00 AM. 

Only the  

worships leaders  

from the 

11:15 AM service 

are needed! 

 

 

December 30 

Barbara McDowell 

Myra Condit 

Carol Strawn 

Mary Hackerman 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Jo Ann Welton 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Stewardship Board  

Stewardship Board  

Tina Wood 



December Calendar Events 
 

1 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 

12:15 PM All Hands On Deck Luncheon (FH) /  3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

2 Sunday –  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Activities / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM Worship Board Meeting (101)

2:30 PM Handbells (202) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) /4:00 PM Learning Group Leader Appreciation  Open House (Jennifer’s House)  
 

3 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 7:00 PM Parish ED Board Meeting (101)  
 

4 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Family Service Project (Bellaire United Methodist) / 

7:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
  

5 Wednesday – 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle Decorating (101) / 11:45 AM Advent Service & Meal (FC) /  

3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Advent Service & Meal (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

6 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) /  

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

7 Friday – 5:00 PM High School Human Dignity Retreat (Lutherhill Galveston) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

8 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 8:00 PM Come Home From the High School Human Dignity Retreat (Lutherhill Galveston) /  

9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

9 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Activities / 11:15 AM Lessons and Carols Worship / 3:00 PM Youth Choir (208) / 

6:00 PM Charlie Brown Christmas Pageant (FH) 
 

10 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:30 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) 
 

11 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

12 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 11:45 PM Advent Service & Meal (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

6:30 PM Advent Service & Meal / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

13 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 2:00 PM L.A.C.E. Program (200) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

14 Friday – 6:45 PM Faith Family Caroling (FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

15 Saturday – All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)   
 

16 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Activities and Christmas Pageant / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship /  

3:00 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:00 PM Charlie Brown Christmas Pageant (FH) 
 

17 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

18 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

19 Wednesday – 11:45 PM Advent Service & Meal (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Advent Service & Meal (FC) / 

8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

20 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Day School Christmas Program / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

21 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)     
 

22 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

23 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Activities / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  
 

24 Monday – 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 5:30 PM Christmas Eve Worship / 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship 
 

25 Tuesday  – All Day Office/ Day School/ Mother’s Day Out Closed / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting- 401 / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

26 Wednesday – All Day Office Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Thursday –  All Day Office Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Friday –  All Day Office Closed / 5:00 PM Kelsey Amundson Wedding Rehearsal / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

29 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 

6:00 PM Kelsey Amundson Wedding / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

30 Sunday –  10:00 AM Combined Worship Service 

 

31 Monday – All Day Office/ Day School/ Mother’s Day Out Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers 401 / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) /  

11:00 PM Cornerstone Dance and Lock In (FC) 



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 

Arthur Murphy  Pastoral Intern 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy Williams  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

Mountain Mover 
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4600 Bellaire Blvd. 
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