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Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson 

Senior Pastor 
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“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 

 

If the Christian faith is about anything, it is about this:  God became flesh and blood.  God became real 

in the physical sense of that word.  The fancy word for that is “incarnation.” The time we celebrate that 

is the Christmas season. The deeper reality is that we have been set aside, not only to be so captured 

by the reality of God that it redirects our lives, but to so demonstrate that earthly reality of God’s 

continuing presence through our own “flesh and blood” lives that others might be so captured. 

 

So Christmas is the season to celebrate Jesus’ birth but it is also the end of the year and a time to 

wonder how we’ve been doing in freshly unwrapping the gift of God’s love in people’s lives. 

 

For many years, my favorite part of ministry was to walk with new people into the life of a 

congregation.  I would have said that it was what I loved most and did best. And I saw it. I saw it in new 

member classes that were always a mix of newcomers and oldcomers. I never had a series of classes 

without several current members—some there as a refresher course, some there out of love for the 

newcomers and the desire to welcome them into the life of the congregation. I remember being so 

excited after those Monday night classes that I would have a hard time falling asleep. 

 

But then things started to change. The culture changed.  People’s work schedules changed. The day of 

walking people through a few hoops so they could sign up as members ended somewhere along the 

way. I ignored those changes for awhile. Eight weeks of classes became four weeks offered quarterly.  

Then three weeks. It seemed that the lower the threshold of expectations, the more content I quit 

covering, the easier I made the learning, the less people were interested in attending. And the more 

and more convinced I became that we need to take a fresh look at what we do and why we do it. 

 

The list of values in our vision frame includes this one: We value discipleship over membership. 

 

But my question is, “Do we?” Do I? The truth is that real “flesh and blood” discipleship involves 

membership.  It includes active commitment to, and involvement in, the ministry of a flesh and blood 

Christian congregation.  This is “membership” as Paul used the term. A member is a part of a living 

body, like a hand or foot, not a name in a congregational database. 

 

It seems to me that if we really value the life changing, history making, people loving, ministry of Jesus 

then we ought to do what we do to the best of our ability, not checking something off a list but actually 

wondering if what we do is really landing in people’s lives. 

 

So that is the area of our life together that is weighing heavily upon my heart and in my thoughts as we 

move into Christmas and the new year. How do we meet people where they are and join them in the 

journey to where God is leading us?  So far, our best thinking looks something like this: 

 

It is possible to be both a member and a devoted follower of Jesus—but it is also possible to be a 

member of a church but not really live a full life as a Christian disciple. We aren’t being faithful as a 

congregation if membership isn’t landing somewhere in people’s lives. That means reviewing 

expectations and personal conversations which might be scary and even painful. 

 

It is possible that God will send people to us who are neither members nor disciples. They have no real 

idea what discipleship might look like in their lives.  We need to join these people where they are and 

take a long, slow walk with them that engages them deeply and experientially. 

 

I don’t know where this will go but, like looking at a Christmas gift before opening it, I think it will be 

good. 

Thank You for a 

Great Year 
 

On behalf of the 

whole staff, I want 

to thank each of 

you for your 

support, your 

encouragement, 

and your active 

partnership 

throughout this past 

year. 

 

We appreciate the 

gift we receive from 

the congregation at 

the end of the year.  

It feels good to 

know that we are 

appreciated and 

valued as your 

church staff. But 

what really means 

the world to us is 

knowing that all of 

us—staff, elected 

leaders, and the 

whole congregation 

are working 

together to do the 

best that we can do. 

 

So thank you for 

participating, for 

showing up, for 

offering great 

feedback, for being 

willing to say the 

hard things to us, 

and for being open 

to our leadership.   

 

God bless you all! 
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A barber was passing under a haunted tree when he heard a voice say, “Would you like to have the seven 

jars of gold?” He looked around and saw no one. But his greed was aroused, so he shouted eagerly, “Yes, I 

certainly would.” “Then go home at once,” said the voice. “You will find them there.” 

 

The barber ran all the way home. Sure enough, there were the seven jars—all full of gold, except for one 

that was only half full. Now the barber could not bear the thought of having a half-filled far. He felt a 

violent urge to fill it or he simply would not be happy.  

 

So he had all the jewelry of his family melted into coins and poured them into the half-filled jar. But the 

jar remained as half-filled as before. This was exasperating! He saved and skimped and starved himself 

and his family. To no avail. No matter how much gold he put into the jar it remained half-filled. 

  

So one day he begged the king to increase his salary. His salary was doubled. Again the fight to fill the jar 

was on. He even took to begging. The jar devoured every gold coin thrown into it but remained stubbornly 

half-filled.  

 

The king now noticed how starved the barber looked. “What is wrong with you?” he asked. “You were so 

happy and contented when your salary was smaller. Now it has been doubled and you are so worn out 

and dejected. Can it be that you have the seven jars of gold with you?”  

 

The barber was astonished, “Who told you this? Your Majesty?” he asked.  

The king laughed. “But these are obviously the symptoms of the person to whom the ghost has given the 

seven jars. He once offered them to me. When I asked if this money could be spent or was merely to be 

hoarded he vanished without a word. That money cannot be spent. It only brings with it the compulsion 

to hoard. Go and give it back to the ghost this minute and you will be happy again.”  

 

This story is from Anthony de Mello’s book “The Song of the Bird.” As I think about the Christmas wish 

lists that are on my and many other people’s minds, this story pops up and raises several questions. 

 

First, do I want to be happy or do I desire to have more stuff? The de Mello story certainly indicates that 

happiness is not the same as the fulfillment of the desire for more.      

           

Second, what is happiness? Is happiness the enjoyment of life or the fulfillment of the desire to have 

more and more material stuff?  If I say to myself “I am not going to be happy unless I get X and Y and Z,” 

then, when will I be happy? And how long is my happiness going to last once I get what I want? Is it true 

that the desire for more is like the half-filled jar that conspires to create unhappiness, misery, and 

depression?   

 

Third, is there a happiness that does not depend on the fulfillment of the desire for more and more stuff? 

A drug addict cannot imagine a healthy and happy drug-free life. Have we been drugged and 

brainwashed by the all-powerful, all-pervasive materialistic consumer culture? Can we imagine a good 

and happy life without letting the advertising industry dictate the conditions of our happiness? Thomas 

Merton wrote these words in the 1960s: “Why can we not be content with the secret gift of happiness 

that God offers us, without consulting the rest of the world? Why do we insist, rather, on a happiness that 

is approved by the magazines and TV? Perhaps because we do not believe in a happiness that is given to 

us for nothing. We do not think we can be happy with a happiness that has no price tag on it.”   

 

This Advent-Christmas season I invite you to enter the Nativity story and mediate on the joy of Mary and 

Joseph, the joy of the shepherds, the joy of the Magi, and the joy of Simeon and Anna.   

 

O Jesus, Joy of loving hearts, the Fount of life, the Light of all,  

From the best bliss that earth imparts, we turn unfilled to Thee again.      

                                                                                                   Bernard of Clairvaux, 12th century 

Christmas Wish List Versus Christmas Joy 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan  

Associate Pastor 
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Our newest worship experience at Faith will next take place on 

Sunday, December 8. 6TEN usually lasts 50 minutes and meets in 

the Faith Center gym. It is completely different from Sunday 

morning worship. 

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple of reasons. One, because the 

experience will begin at 6:10 PM. The name also comes from a story 

in the Bible about Jesus healing a man with a withered hand. Luke 

6:10 says, “After looking around at all of them, he said to him, 

"Stretch out your hand." He did so, and his hand was healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an experience of gratitude and healing.” 

Through holy communion, anointing with oil, music, and prayer we 

will give thanks for God’s restoration and redemption. Everyone is 

welcome. 

6TEN Experience on December 8 

“Come Ye, Oh, Come Ye” to the Faith Family Christmas Caroling! 

Friday, December 13, 6:45 PM - 9:00 PM 

We will start with dinner and then gather onto 1 of 2 caroling hay rides to bring the cheer to our Bellaire 

neighbors. A few stops will be made along the way to go door to door. Afterwards, we will come back to 

Faith for cookies and cocoa. 

  

People of all ages are welcome to join the fun, no singing experience or ability required! 

This is our 3
rd

 year to work together as a church family for CCSC's Jingle Bell Express. Our task is to 

prepare food bags for those who are unable to buy food in December. It's factory line assembly and kids 

as young as Kindergarten are able to be helpful.  

 

So please mark your calendars to come out for a little while and be a blessing in our community. Contact 

Jennifer Finley if you have questions. 

Family Service Project at Bellaire United Methodist Church 

Tuesday, December 10, 6:00 - 8:00 PM  

December 1 God Still…Holds Our Future 

December 8 God Still…Prepares the Way 

December 15 God Still…Chooses the Unlikely 

December 22 God Still…Confronts Common Sense  

December 24 God Still…Shows Up in Unexpected Places 

December 29 God Still…Draws the Whole World 

New Message Series in December 
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Here's What I'm Thinking… 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

A parent recently asked me, "Why isn't my middle schooler learning Bible stories during the Learning 

Hour on Sunday mornings?" That's a great question, and the answer I thought was worth putting in print 

so that everyone at Faith understands my philosophy on children and youth in faith formation. 

 

Here at Faith, a child first begins to receive formal Christian Education at 22 months. He or she joins our 

"Toddlers" class to hear the stories with big props and manipulatives. At four years old, he or she moves 

on to our "Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten" class where our adult leaders have conversations about Bible 

stories. When a child enters 1st grade, he or she moves to the "1st and 2nd Graders" class where they 

read along in our Spark Children's Bible (the same ones in our pews) and begin to talk and do activities 

that correspond with our lectionary stories for the week. That continues on in our "3rd, 4th, and 5th 

Graders" class at a more age-appropriate level. That is now 10 years of formal Bible story lessons on 

Sunday mornings. 

 

In 6th grade, our youth begin confirmation instruction for 90 minutes on Sunday afternoons. This is also 

the beginning of three years of "Service Learning" on Sunday mornings during the Learning Hour. I wish I 

could teach empathy and sympathy, but it's something that the Holy Spirit does that moves people 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually. The best that I can do is to provide opportunities for our youth to 

be in the right place at the right time for the Spirit to do its work. So, that is the foundation of my 

philosophy on what is taught and learned during the middle school years. I look at the teachings of Jesus 

which tell us (paraphrasing) to give food to the hungry, clothes to the naked, respect to the 

disrespected, and hope to the hopeless. 

 

As I look back on the last 12 months, here is what that 45 minutes on Sunday morning has yielded from 

our middle schooler's efforts: 

 

• Hats and blankets for premature babies in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

• 1000 Lunches that were made and handed out to Houston's homeless people 

• 800 Grace Bags assembled for our members to hand out instead of ignoring or giving cash to 

Houston's homeless people 

• Eight Sundays of treats for our Faith House guests 

• 16 hand tied blankets made and handed out with quilts for Houston's homeless people 

• Numerous Mustard Seed and Peace Crane Ornaments sold to give aid to children in Peru (via the 

Sembrando ministry) and the Central African Republic in the midst of their crises 

• 70+ handmade Prayer Cards and Valentines created, prayed over, and mailed to our prayer list and 

homebound members 

 

Where else as a Christian do we so often get our hands dirty being the hands and feet of Christ in the 

world? And if just following the teachings of Jesus weren't enough reason, I also keep in mind learning 

from one of my masters classes at Luther Seminary called "Faith Formation in Adolescents."   

 

So often I hear adults talk about middle schooler's trying behavior attributed to "raging hormones." But 

that isn't actually the true culprit. Brain development has a whole lot more to blame than hormones. 

During these years, brain scans show that pre-teens and teens are living and reasoning via the amygdale, 

the emotional center, of the brain. This means all reasoning and decision making is heavily steeped in 

emotion (sound familiar?!!?). But this also means that there is no more optimum chance of experiencing 

empathy, sympathy, or compassion.   

 

Now to add fuel to the fire for these struggling pre-teens and teens, during this time, there is also a 

significant drop in dopamine levels in their brains. Dopamine is the chemical that makes the brain feel 

pleasure and reward. This is why so many teens engage in "risky" behaviors to force dopamine to be  

 

(Continued on page 6.) 
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December is a wonderful time at Mother’s Day Out. The cold crisp weather reminds us that Christmas 

is around the corner. Our classrooms have been busy making decorations and art to share with our 

families. Some of our art work, like handprints and painted Christmas trees, will be saved as keepsakes 

by our parents to be displayed for years to come. These little trinkets are made with love and are 

reminders of our days at Mother’s Day Out. 

  

Another reminder that Christmas is around the corner is the celebration of Jesus’ birth in the Nativity 

scenes we see displayed in our neighborhoods and churches. The children love to visit our very own 

Nativity in Chapel every Tuesday. We would like to wish everyone a joyous Christmas season and 

blessing for a Happy New Year. 

Mother’s Day Out 
by Meric Pinkerton, Mother’s Day Out Director 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will meet December 11 at 10:30 AM to prepare the Advent service lunch. 

 

For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 

(Continued  from page 5.) 

 

released. Now with that understood, we can use this need for dopamine for good by providing 

experiences that push our middle schoolers (and high schoolers) out of their comfort zones in healthy 

ways. Engaging with a homeless person on the street, praying for someone on a prayer list out loud 

with your peers, serving strangers on mission trips and servant retreats, roles in worship leadership, 

sharing their faith story, high ropes course team building, etc. are all ways we can make the most of 

these important, developing years. 

 

In a nutshell, that's the "Why?" behind the "What?" If you would like to read more about the research I 

mention above, read "The Primal Teen" by Barbara Strauch. I have a copy you may borrow. And 

to come full circle on our older youth and Christian Education, our teens will revisit Bible stories in their 

"High School" Learning Group. At this age, they bring much more wisdom and life experiences than 

they had in the 5th grade.  What is God saying to them now in these stories? 

 

Blessings on your head! 
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Visit us online: FaithBellaire.org 

信义团契信义团契信义团契信义团契 Faith Chinese Fellowship 

Sundays at 12:30 PM in the Faith Center 认识耶稣，人生祝福 To know Jesus, and be a blessing. 

 星期日 12:30 午餐，查经,联谊  
Sundays at 12:30 PM in the Faith Center - lunch, Bible study, and fellowship. An intentional outreach 

ministry to the Chinese community with the gospel of Jesus Christ. The purpose of this Fellowship is to 

build trust, make connections, and promote mutual understanding. Together we will grow in faith and 

make disciples.  

It is a tradition at Faith Lutheran to celebrate Christmas with poinsettias in the chancel area for the glory 

and in thanksgiving to God in honor and memory of loved ones.  Poinsettias will be displayed at all 

services on Sunday, December 22 and Tuesday December 24, Christmas Eve. They may be purchased for 

$9.00 (checks payable to “Faith Lutheran Church”) with poinsettias in the memo line.  

 

Please place checks in the offering plate or the church office.  A sign-up table will be available in the 

Fellowship Hall on Sundays, December 1, 8, and 15.   

 

Deadline to order:  Sunday, December 15 

 

Poinsettias may be picked up after the 7:30 PM Christmas Eve service and until January 4. Those that are 

not picked up will be donated to Gardens of Bellaire. Any questions – please contact Ida Medlen at 

281-565-0654 or immedlen@windstream.net. 

Christmas Poinsettias 
by Ida Medlen, Board of Worship member 

What will you weigh after Christmas and New Year’s? 

 

What can you do to improve your physical health and more importantly, your walk with God? 

 

Watch the bulletins and the weekly email from Faith Lutheran Church in late December for more 

information about the First Place 4 Health small group that meets on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM in the Faith 

Center Room 306. 

 

Mark your calendars now for Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 7:00 PM for attendance at the Orientation 

where you can learn about the program and whether you want to participate in the 12 week winter 

session. 

 

Contact leader Mardi Mayerhoff at 713-203-1875 or mgmayerhoff@juno.com if you are interested and 

have questions. 

First Place 4 Health 
by Mardi Mayerhoff 
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Stewardship Corner - Too Much Stuff 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“When he heard this he was shocked and went away grieving for he had many possessions.” 

          Mark 10:22 

 

Mark 10 tells a sad story of a rich young man who could not leave his possessions behind in order to 

follow Jesus. 

 

What might have happened if he could have answered differently? It is apparent that he had qualities 

Jesus was seeking, perhaps the qualities that would have made him a key follower or even a key leader 

in the Christian movement. It is clear that Jesus cared for him. It is sadder to note that we do not even 

know the name of this potential disciple. He could have become a Peter, James, John, or Andrew, but 

instead he walks away in silence, nameless, and remembered only for his inability to follow Jesus. 

HE HAD TOO MUCH STUFF! 

 

How might this nameless man have responded to Jesus when Jesus challenged him to sell all his 

possessions, give them away, and come and follow along as a disciple? What if this young man had said, 

“You got me, Jesus? I have been trying so hard to keep all the commandments of Moses, but I have 

overlooked my obsession with ‘STUFF.’  Will you help me overcome this?” I have to believe that Jesus 

would have welcomed him to come along and learn by following. Or what if he had said, “I always 

thought that all my ‘STUFF’ was a sign of God’s blessing and approval."  “Help me understand Lord.”  

Again, I would see Jesus embracing him like he did tax collectors and sinners. If only the young man 

could have admitted his obsession with his STUFF and responded differently to Jesus.   

 

What about us? Do we realize how easily our possessions can possess us? It is insidious, really. We get 

caught in a vicious cycle of wants that become needs, and rights that become demands. Do you ever 

notice how many options on our cars have become “standard” expectations? The first time I owned a 

car with variable speed windshield wipers it seemed like an extravagance.  Now it is an expectation. 

 

You often hear people say, “When we were first married, we were so happy, even though we had 

almost nothing. It seemed like we had to work together and rely on each other just to get by, but it was 

fun.  Now we are so busy with the big house and bills that we both have to work harder and longer just 

to keep up with our lifestyle.” Somehow our stuff that seemed so nice becomes a dominating influence 

in our lives and still we are feeling unsatisfied.  We have to have bigger, better, nicer, newer STUFF. It 

has been said that enough is always just a little bit more. 

 

Here is the lesson about our stuff. Any good thing can become an obsession when it starts to dominate 

our lives and distract us from growing in our relationship with Jesus through the use of our time, talents, 

and finances that God has entrusted to us. 

 

HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK IN OUR CHURCH?   

 

The “Heart to Heart” meetings produced many positive responses and appreciative comments for 

Pastor Kerry’s efforts. Twenty-one meetings took place in homes and at church. One meeting was held 

in the home of a non-member. A big “thank you” from the Stewardship Board for all who participated 

by either offering their homes for the meetings or attending one of the meetings. 

 

AN EXAMPLE OF ABOVE AND BEYOND GIVING AT FAITH: 

 

Throughout the year a faithful member donates the light bulbs that are used in the church and it takes 

quite a lot to keep the building lit throughout the entire year. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

  

The Day School Kindergarten class recycles the giving envelopes most weeks to be reused and to save 

the church money throughout the year. 
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Elementary Kids' Service Project 

Children's Christmas Caroling at Gardens of Bellaire 

Sunday, December 22, at 11:30 AM 

Are you looking for a way to teach your elementary-aged children about service and helping others in 

any way they can?  

 

Faith Lutheran creates multiple opportunities each year for children of different ages to participate in 

service projects. For the elementary-aged kids (and siblings and family!), we're all set to go Christmas 

caroling at Gardens of Bellaire on Sunday, December 22, at 11:30 AM. Immediately following that 

morning's SonShine Christmas presentation, we'll walk down together to spread our Christmas joy at 

Gardens of Bellaire. It lifts the residents' spirits to hear the joy and excitement of the children singing, 

so please plan to join us--the whole family is welcome! 

 

No formal preparation is necessary--we'll sing popular carols together and have booklets with the lyrics.  

From there, we can get lunch together at Fuzzy's Pizza. If you have questions please contact Jennifer 

Cross at jmorencross@yahoo.com. 

The Rebecca-Ruth Bible Circle will meet for Bible study and the annual Christmas Party on December 5 

in the Conference Room at 10:00 AM. Ham will be served as well as wonderful sides, desserts, and wine. 

The theme of the party is “Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world.” All are welcome! For questions, 

call Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

 

The picture below shows the Rebecca-Ruth Circle holding the Christmas canvas bags which are filled 

with surprises for our special homebound members. If anyone is interested in delivering a bag, there 

will be a sign-up sheet in the Conference Room next to the bags. Thanks for thinking of our homebound. 

Merry Christmas one and all! 

Rebecca-Ruth Circle 
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and died on the cross for us. On the cross, the 

serpent bruised his heel, but Jesus issued a 

deathblow to the serpent's head! His death on the 

cross means that there is forgiveness for all of our 

sin, and his resurrection means that there is a new 

life for us now to live. Jesus did indeed undo what 

we did. 

  

What a glorious Christmas present has been given 

to us - a present not under a tree, but one hung on 

the tree of the cross to give us the greatest gift of 

all: eternal life. 

  

Prayer: Thank You, Father, for sending your Son to 

be our Savior and for giving us the greatest gift of 

all. Amen. 

Genesis 3:15  "He shall bruise your head, and you 

shall bruise His heel." 

  

In the beginning, when Adam and Eve sinned, God 

made a promise. He would undo that which his 

children had done. Adam and Eve had brought sin 

into his perfect world. They had loved themselves 

more than they loved him. They had neglected his 

word and listened to another. But God did not 

reject them.  He loved them still and promised to 

save them and send a Savior. 

  

On Christmas Day we celebrate that God kept his 

promise. Jesus was born to save us from our 

sin.  The truth is that we have rebelled too, haven't 

we?  Like Adam; like Eve.  Yet our heavenly Father 

does not reject us, and we have a Savior who came 

Prayer Corner - Promise Kept 
by Peggy Porter 

December 6 

 

The kids will be making ornaments to take home and celebrate the holidays. 

 

December 20 

 

A very sweet night! They will be making their own edible gingerbread houses as well as decorating some 

cookies. 

Parent’s Night Out - December Schedule 

Remembering people who live in poverty during this Advent-Christmas season is part of our faith 

pilgrimage. You can help give a gift of hope and peace to the poorest of the poor in Peru when you 

purchase Peace Cranes as Christmas ornaments on December 8 and 15. 

 

The middle school students at Faith folded these beautiful peace cranes on a Sunday in October and then 

gave them to the Social Ministry team to raise money for Sembrando this Advent season. 

 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Peru’s (ILEP) Sembrando ministry serves children and families living in 

extreme poverty. When you give $5 or $20 for the peace crane ornaments you make this a special holiday 

season for them.  

Advent Peace Cranes for Sembrando Ministry  

The SonShine Children’s Choir (for kids in Kindergarten through 5th grade) is having rehearsals for its first 

Christmas presentation. They will be presenting "The Annual Christmas County Spelling Bee," a great 

show about a town that holds an annual spelling bee to compete for parts in the town's nativity scene.  

 

It’s not too late to join us! Rehearsals are on Sundays, December 1, 8, and 15 at 10:15 AM in the Faith 

Center Gym. The presentation will take place on Sunday, December 22 at 10:15 AM in the Faith Center 

Gym. 

SonShine Children’s Choir Presenting Christmas Program 

by Kate Mitsakis, SonShine Children’s Choir Director 



DECEMBER 2 0 1 3  ISSUE 12 PAGE 11 

Advent begins on Sunday, December 1. As we wait for Jesus’ birth this season, we invite you to 

participate in our Advent learning hour each week.  Here is the plan… 

 

Young Families at Faith - Room 122  

Dec 1: Discuss Family Traditions 

Dec 8: Advent Banners 

Dec 15: Attend Toddler Pageant or Ornament making activity 

Dec 22: Attend SonShine Choir or Ornament making activity 

(Visiting families with children of any age who do not wish to participate in the SonShine Choir are 

welcome to join this group during Advent.) 

 

Toddlers and PreKindergarten/Kindergarten - Room 307 

Dec 1 and 8: Pageant practice and usual learning time 

Dec 15:  Pageant presentation and birthday party for Jesus 

Dec 22: Attend SonShine Choir presentation with families 

 

Elementary School (Grades 1-5) - Faith Center Gym 

Dec 1, 8, 15: SonShine Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 22: SonShine Choir presents “The Annual Christmas County Spelling Bee” 

(If you are able to help Kate and John Mistakis with rehearsals during the learning hour one week, 

please let us know!) 

 

Middle School/Confirmation (Grades 6-8) - Faith Center Kitchen/Tables 

Dec 1: Blankets for the homeless 

Dec 8: Faith House treats 

Dec 15: Homeless lunches 

Dec 22: Attend SonShine Choir presentation 

 

High School (Grades 9-12) - Fellowship Hall 

Dec 1-15: "A New Look at the Nativity" class led by Kathy Patrick 

 

Adults - Fellowship Hall 

Dec 1-15: “A New Look at the Nativity” class led by Kathy Patrick 

 

There will be Advent devotions, calendars, ornament kits, Christmas song books, and wreaths available 

on December 1 in the Fellowship Hall.  

What’s Happening During the Learning Hour 10:15 - 11:00 AM 

Christmas Eve Service Schedule 

We will have three Christmas Eve service options on Tuesday, December 24: 

• 4:00 PM - Heritage with children’s message 

• 5:30 PM - The Gathering 

• 7:30 PM - Heritage 
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We are a Church that Responds  
by Christine Donahue, Gulf Coast Synod Mission Interpreter Coordinator 

There are three Wednesdays during the season of Advent this year: December 4, 11, and 18. On these 

Wednesdays we have the opportunity to gather for midweek worship at 11:45 AM in the sanctuary, 

followed by a lite lunch in the Faith Center. The content of the services will include the Day School 

Children's Choir as call to worship, then Holden Evening Prayer, and a scripture lesson and brief homily. 

 

We will not be offering an evening option for midweek worship this Advent. There are several reasons 

why we are not gathering for evening worship. 

 

We've noticed that attendance at the midweek evening services during Lent and Advent have been 

steadily shrinking the last years. 

 

The results from a survey we conducted this Fall revealed that the average person at Faith is indifferent 

toward midweek worship during Advent and Lent and it has little influence on their spiritual walk. There 

were more responders that said midweek worship is "not important" to them than there were that said 

it is "very important." 

 

Of those who said that midweek worship was “very important,” the majority (5 out of 6) indicated that 

the noontime was more convenient. 

 

As a staff we weighed the options and determined that at this point we don't want to invest the 

resources into an evening service that is sparsely attended. We hope to see you at the 11:45 AM service 

on Wednesdays in Advent. 

Midweek Worship During Advent 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Lutheran Disaster Response – International is 

committing $1 million to Lutheran World Relief to 

collaboratively address the needs of the people 

impacted by Super Typhoon Haiyan.   

 

Early November 8, 2013, one of the world’s most 

powerful storms on record, Super Typhoon Haiyan, 

swept through the Philippines’ Eastern Visayas 

Region. Several of the areas impacted by Haiyan 

include communities with high levels of poverty and 

regions still recovering from the October 15 7.2-

magnitude earthquake. 

 

Approximately 9.5 million people have been impacted by the storm, and local officials estimate that up 

to 10,000 people have died in the Leyte Province city of Tacloban alone. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response – International is working with ACT Alliance partners—Lutheran World Relief 

(LWR), Lutheran World Federation (LWF), and Philippines ACT Forum Coordinator, the National Council 

of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP)—to coordinate response plans. The LWR Philippines office in 

Mindanao is in communication with other ministry partners, non-governmental organizations, the 

United Nations, and local government officials. 

 

LWR is responding. Here’s what LWR is doing with your generosity: 

 

(Continued on page 13.) 
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(Continued from page 12.) 

 

Shelter: The typhoon damaged at least 244,000 

houses. LWR will help families rebuild by 

supplying the tools and materials needed to get 

them back into their homes as soon as possible. 

The shelter repair kits include plywood, lumber, 

corrugated metal sheeting, nails, and other 

tools. To the extent possible, materials are 

procured locally, thereby stimulating the local 

economy. 

 

Clean water: LWR will provide high-capacity 

water filters to ensure communities have access to safe drinking water. These refillable water tanks 

hold 45 liters of water (about 12 gallons) and can filter 12 liters per hour. 

 

Debris removal: In a disaster of this scale, many people have also lost their means of livelihood. 

Farmers have lost crops and livestock; merchants have lost their inventory. In order to provide a source 

of income, and simultaneously clean up public areas, LWR will offer a cash-for-work program, in which 

participants are paid a daily wage for removing storm debris from schools, parks, and other public 

spaces. These short-term work opportunities give families the cash they need to buy food or other 

necessities, while performing a much-needed service to their ravaged communities. 

 

Distribution of essential household items: When people have lost everything, they have to rebuild 

from scratch. Organizations such as the World Food Programme and others ensure that people have 

food. LWR is making sure people can cook that food for their families. LWR will distribute baskets of 

kitchen supplies including pots, pans, and utensils. To the extent possible, materials are procured 

locally. 

 

LWR Quilts and Kits: LWR is shipping Personal Care Kits, Baby Care Kits, School Kits and Quilts, which 

will be distributed to more than 26,000 families. 

 

LWR will be responding in areas hard-hit by the Super Typhoon Haiyan, outside the reach of other relief 

agencies. LWR’s work will be focused in five municipalities in western Leyte Province and three 

municipalities in northern Cebu Province. 

 

LWR’s response will not end when these efforts are complete. LWR has been working in the Philippines 

for more than 25 years and their experience tells them that it will take at least two years for the 

affected communities to fully recover. When immediate needs have been met, LWR will continue our 

work to help families who lost their means of livelihood begin earning a living again. 

 

Lutheran World Relief’s skills, competencies, and capacity with local organizations in the Philippines 

make them a trusted partner for Lutheran Disaster Response – International to coordinate with for 

long-term recovery and rebuilding in the wake of Super Typhoon Haiyan. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response – International will also respond within the capacity of our companion 

church, the Lutheran Church in the Philippines, and in coordination with LWF. 

 

We, as the ELCA, are committed to working through these partners. Their on-the-ground presence will 

best steward our resources so that our brothers and sisters in the Philippines can be assisted both now 

and through long-term recovery. 

 

Thank you for your generosity toward the ELCA- we could not make these relief efforts happen without 

those gifts and without you! Thank you! 

 

We cannot be quiet about what we have seen and heard. Acts 4:20 
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Find the hero in you… 
by Linda Lamb, Social Ministries Board member 

There is a hero inside each of us, ready to make a difference when others need our help. When you 

donate blood you are a hero, and you can get that feeling over and over again throughout the year. 

Think about how the people who needed those donations feel about you. You are, without a doubt, a 

hero to them. 

 

A blood donor is an extraordinary person. Blood donations are an essential part of treatment for 

patients with cancer and other life-threatening medical conditions. By becoming a blood donor, you can 

make a huge contribution to these critically ill patients with special transfusion needs.  

 

Donating blood is a safe, life-saving, and selfless gift. So be a hero—make an appointment to donate 

blood on January 5, 2014 by signing up online at www.giveblood.org (group 1037) or look for the sign up 

table on Sundays when you get a cup of coffee!   

A New Look at the Nativity 
by Kathy Patrick, Advent Learning Group Leader 

You've been to church. 

You've been singing 

Christmas carols all your 

life. You know who Mary 

was--and you think you 

know the story: there 

was no room at the inn, 

the baby Jesus was born 

in a manger, he was 

surrounded by animals, 

the Magi were there, and 

so on.   

 

But what do you really 

know? How much of your 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 

Christmas comes from 

our culture and not from 

the Bible?  

 

During Advent, we'll 

explore the Bible's Nativity stories together. We will sing, play games, have fun and yes--read the 

Scripture. All of this will help us gain a deeper understanding of who Jesus was and what the gospel 

writers meant to convey when they wrote about the birth of Jesus.   

 

These are some of the questions we'll consider: 

 

1. Which gospels have Nativity stories? [Answer:  Matthew and Luke] 

2. How are the stories different?  Why are they different? 

3. Why is there no Nativity story in the Gospel of Mark? 

4. And John...wow, his view is really different, too, right? 

 

This will be a fun time of learning for high schoolers and adults. Join us on December 1, 8, and 15 during 

the Learning Hour in the Fellowship Hall for a New Look at the Nativity. 
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December 

12/01 -SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

12/01- Youth Choir Rehearsal 

12/06 - Parent’s Night Out 

12/06 - Young Families Adult Social 

12/08 - SonShine Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

12/10 - Faith Family Service Project 

12/13 - Faith Family Christmas Caroling 

12/15 - Toddler & Pre K/K Pageant, 10:15 AM 

12/15 - SonShine Children’ Choir Rehearsal 

12/15 - HS Feed the Homeless 

12/20 - Parent’s Night Out 

12/22 - SonShine Children’s Choir 

  Presentation at 10:15 AM 

12/22 - ES Caroling Servant Event 

12/24 - Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 PM 

 5:30 PM and 7:30 PM 

January 

1/05 - HS Dinner & Movie 

1/10 - FFF Game Night 

1/11 - HS Bowling 

1/12 - Winter Season of Learning Launch Day 

1/19 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

1/31-2/1 - MS Human Dignity Retreat 

“Faith Family” = anyone of any age with or  

 without a partner or kids is invited 
 

“HS” = High Schoolers and Families 
 

“MS” = Middle Schoolers and Families 
 

“ES” = Elementary Schoolers and Families 
 

“Young Families” = Parents with infants,  

 babies, or toddlers 
 

“Parent’s Night Out!” = 6 - 10 PM.  $15 for one 

child. $5 for each subsequent child.  $25 

family household cap. Snacks provided.  

RSVP is required to ensure space. Call the 

church office 713-664-3048 or register 

online at PNO@FaithBellaire.org 

 

“SonShine Children’s Choir” = K - 5th Grade  
 

“Youth Choir” = Youth 6 - 12th Grade.   

Rehearsal is from 3:30 - 4:30 PM 

Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 
There is something for everyone! 

Faith’s CCSC Jingle Bell Express 2013 Toy Drive 

Serving 2,500 children in need takes a lot of resources! Can you believe that CCSC manages to provide 

toys, new books, and a holiday food package to all these community members with a small budget of 

roughly $10 per child? It’s true! And it is successful because people like you give generously to Jingle Bell 

Express. You are one of our greatest resources!  

 

You can donate new, unwrapped toys or children’s books. Donations are accepted through Sunday, 

December 8. It is better to donate one large gift item instead of small “stocking stuffers” as your gift may 

be the only present that child will receive this Christmas. CCSC has provided examples of desired gifts for 

every age group. These can be found on the Jingle Bell Express table in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

For more information, including how to order 

gifts online to be delivered to CCSC, email 

seasonal@ccschouston.org or call Dixe Sasu 

at 713-961-3993. 



PAGE 16 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2 0 1 3  ISSUE 12 PAGE 17 

That is the day we will be kicking off our 

Winter Season of Learning (SoL).  

 

Each SoL, everyone is given a chance to 

try out a new class, meet new friends, 

and learn new things. It also gives adults 

a short-term option to lead a children or 

youth Learning Group. The sign up table 

will be out on December 22 with all of 

the groups offered in our next SoL. 

 

Our theme for Launch Day is "Serving 

Others - Your New Year's Resolution!" 

You've heard for almost 3 years about 

the teenagers serving lunch to the 

homeless on Houston's streets once a 

month. This is your chance to help make 

a lunch and then go deliver it along with our group.  

 

This is open to people of all ages. It is perfectly safe and clean and it doesn't take long. Please don't miss 

this opportunity. We will be handing out food, blankets, coats, scarves, and gloves in 2 shifts. 

 

Group 1 - will leave at 11:15 AM  

Group 2  - will leave at 12:30 PM. 

 

Watch the Connection Card to sign up for a time to begin your "newest New Year's Resolution!" 

Mark Your Calendars for Launch Day - January 12, 2014! 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—December 2013 

9:00 

 

December 1  December 8  December 15 December 29 

Acolytes 2 Jasmine Gabriel  

Marlaena Dobbins 

Jacob & Joshua  

Boihem 

Michael & Daniel  

Farner 

ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mark & Marsha 

 Zimmermann 

Marlaena Dobbins 

Diana Boihem 

Dave & Wendy  

Farner 

ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

Asst Minister 1 Holly Hruska-Spratlin Susan Tallman Susan Tallman ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

Ushers 4 The Parkans Wendy & Dave Farner Ken & Liz Trunnell ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Tim & Luetta Allen 

Melinda & Dylan 

McGouldrick 

ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

Common 

Grounds 

Executive Board Executive Board Executive Board ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

Visitor  

Center 

Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

Altar Guild 2 Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

Tina Wood 

Barbara McDowell 

Tina Wood 

Barbara McDowell 

ONE SERVICE 

10:00 AM 

11:15 December 1 December 8 December 15 December 29 

Acolyte Lillian Williams Anika Becker Harrison Funchess Marlaena Dobbins 

Crucifer Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit 

Lector Jan Zunker Lucille Galassini Lessons and Carols Peggy Porter 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Melvin & Sharon 

Richter 

Melvin & Sharon  

Richter 

Lessons and Carols No Communion 

Asst Minister Clayton Faulkner Carol Strawn Lessons and Carols Sharon Richter 

Ushers 4 Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Visitor Center  Worship Board  Worship Board  Worship Board  Worship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Betty Dossey 

Tina Wood 

Tina Wood 

Barbara McDowell 

Tina Wood 

Barbara McDowell 

No Communion 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

December 22 

Helen Hecht 

Annabelle Allen 

Kelley & Emma Keller 

Myra Condit 

Cory & LaRae Nelson 

Outreach Board 

Executive Board 

Worship Board 

 

December 22 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Myra Condit 

Linda Lamb 

Jeff Addicks  

Tom Dorman 

Sharon Richter 

Major Friedrich 

Doug Elsen 

Morgan Anderson 

Hal Talbott 

Melvin & Sharon  

Richter 

Worship Board 

 



December Calendar Events 
 

1 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Learning Groups / 10:15 AM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) /  

11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 11:15 AM Youth & Family Board Meeting (209) / 12:15 PM Worship Board Meeting (101) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) /  

2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208)  
 

2 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)  /  

7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (101) 
 

3 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (108) / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

4 Wednesday – 11:45 AM Advent Worship (sanc) / 12:30 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

5 Thursday  –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) /  

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

6 Friday – 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) /  7:00 PM Table for 10 / 8:00 PM AA (300)     
 

7 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 12:00 PM “All Hands on Deck “ (FH) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

8 Sunday  – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Learning Groups / 10:15 AM SonShine Children’s Choir (FC Gym) / 

11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:10 PM  6TEN Worship (FC Gym) 
 

9 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

10 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Faith Family Service Project CCSC Jingle Bell Express (Bellaire United Methodist) / 

7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

11 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc) / 12:30 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym) /3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 

6:00 PM Painting Group (306)  / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

12 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

13 Friday –  6:45 PM Faith Family Caroling (FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

14 Saturday –  All Day Joint Run-off Election (FC Gym) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 10:00 AM Church Council Orientation  / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

15 Sunday  – All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Learning Groups /  

10:15 AM SonShine Children's Choir (FC Gym) / 10:15 AM Young Learning Groups Christmas Pageant (Sanc) / 11:15 AM Lessons and Carols (Sanc) /  

11:15 AM High School  to Feed the Homeless / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC)  

  

16 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

17 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM Day School Dress Rehearsal (FC Gym) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School/Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

18 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc) / 12:30 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

19 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:00 PM Day School Christmas Program (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

20 Friday –  6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

21 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

22 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Learning Groups / 10:15 AM SonShine Children's Choir Presentation (FC) /  

11:15 AM Elementary School Family Caroling at Gardens of Bellaire / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC)  
 

23 Monday  –  3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   
 

24 Tuesday Christmas Eve – 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship (Sanc) / 5:30 PM Christmas Eve Worship (Sanc) / 7:30 PM Christmas Eve Worship (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

25 Wednesday Christmas Day – All Day Office Closed / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

26 Thursday –   All Day Office / Mother’s Day Out Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Friday –  All Day Office Closed / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Saturday –  8:00 AM Gethsemane Food Panty / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Sunday –  10:00 AM Combined Worship  

 

30 Monday  –   3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   

 

31 Tuesday New Year’s Eve –    
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