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In This Issue... Christmas at Faith 2014 



Last month I wrote about the rationale for considering changes in our Sunday morning worship life.  We have 

continued to think about what is the best path forward and our thinking continues to evolve.  I have had many 

conversations with people. I’ve exchanged emails. The staff and congregational leadership continue to think about 

what is best.  New ideas continued to emerge. 

 

Certainly there will be changes in people’s lives. According to the worship surveys we received, some people have said 

that the time they worship is more important to them than the style of worship. So we expect to see some people who 

have been attending the Gathering service will switch to the Heritage service and vice versa.  I have heard from those 

who believe that attending worship at 8:30 AM will be too difficult for them to manage and I’ve encouraged them to 

attend at 10:50 AM instead. Frankly, our whole congregation benefits from the blending of ages of people in worship. Younger families 

need to see the faithfulness and determination of our older members, and our older members need to see the vitality and dedication of 

our younger members. 

 

 

 

We have also been thinking more about the implications of adding our third Sunday morning service to the mix, a worship service in 

Mandarin.  This will also present us with some new opportunities and challenges.  Our thinking there continues to evolve but it is quite 

different than a month ago. When I wrote about this in November, we were assuming that the Mandarin service would start after lunch 

at 1:00 PM. We also were assuming that Pastor Tan and I would each have to find someone to cover for us on the Sundays when we are 

out of town. And we thought about the challenges that different languages present to us. What has emerged from that is quite exciting. 

 

The plan now is that Pastor Tan will lead a Bible study in Mandarin during the normal Learning Group time. The children of the Faith 

Chinese Fellowship, rapidly becoming bilingual, will join their age appropriate Learning Group. And worship will happen in the Faith 

Center, with the same set up for worship that we use at 6TEN, at the same time as the Gathering service. 

 

When either pastor is out of town, we will not have a Mandarin service. Instead, we will provide bilingual information on the screens, and 

live translation for those needing it. We will position a translator in the choir loft, put a conference call telephone number on the bottom 

of the screen, and people will be able to call that number using their cell phones with ear buds, and hear English being translated in 

Chinese or Chinese being translated into English. Due to the wonders of the Internet, this is a free service. There are many other 

multicultural congregations who have found out how to do this and it works very well. We’re going to give it a try at Faith. 

 

This is now where we are at with our worship schedule for January: 

 

• 8:30-9:30 AM Heritage worship service led by Faith Choir 

• 9:30-9:45 AM Fellowship time  

• 9:45-10:30 AM Learning Groups  (future addition of a 4th morning service concurrent with Learning Groups) 

• 10:30-10:50 AM Fellowship time 

• 10:50-11:50 AM The Gathering worship service led by Faith Alive! Band in the sanctuary 

   Faith Chinese worship service in the Faith Center  (beginning February 1, 2015) 

• 11:50 AM-1:00 PM Community Luncheon in the Faith Center 

 

As I said last month, this schedule requires sacrifices from all of our members for the sake of those who are not yet here. There will be 

time adjustments for everyone but we believe those sacrifices will make it possible for us to continue to reach the next generation. Christ 

the King Lutheran, in the Rice Village, also has morning worship at 8:30 AM and 10:50 AM. They report that most of their senior members 

attend at 8:30 AM and most of their younger families choose to attend at 10:50 AM.  

 

I hope people give this new schedule a try and avoid rash decisions or hasty judgments. Jim Richman has been a member of Faith for a 

long time. Fifteen years ago he was strongly opposed to the very idea of the Gathering service. He was a life long Lutheran with very firm 

ideas of what constituted Christian worship. But his daughter urged him to give it a try. When the call went out for singers, he stepped up 

to the plate.  He has now sung at the Gathering service for 14 years and has come to love it. He still appreciates the liturgy and what has 

come to be known as traditional Lutheran worship but he also now has learned to appreciate what an alternative worship style can mean 

in his life and the life of the congregation. 

 

Give it a try. Mix it up a little. Remember again that the heart of worship isn’t about what you get out of it but what you put into it. God is 

the audience in our worship life. May God see us through this adjustment in our worship life and continue to encourage us to lives as 

faithful, dedicated, children of God for the sake of the world. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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John 1:14 – “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

  

We live in a communication age.  From cell phones to social media 

sites, electronic billboards to blogs – all around us are signs that 

people want to, need to, and will communicate.  Why do we 

communicate so incessantly?  We have been created by a 

communicating God. 

  

 “In the beginning was the Word”  A word communicates.  God has 

communicated his love from all eternity as Father to Son and Son to 

Father.  He loves to communicate his love and his forgiveness to 

people. God has made us in his image, able to communicate.   

You will hear and speak a lot of words this Christmas Day.  How 

will those words reflect your origins as one created by a love-

communicating God? 

  

Jesus, the Word, also communicated by showing 

up (“became flesh”) and by hanging around 

hateful people (“dwelt among us”).  We can 

show up where people are in need, hang around 

with people who need God’s love, and point 

them to the Christmas miracle:  God in flesh. 

  

Have a blessed day – and a joyous forever!  For in eternity, we will 

have the joy of communicating our God’s forgiving love. 

  

Pray:  Blessed Father, as You have en-fleshed and spoken the Word 

for us, enable us to communicate well, speaking and acting 

creatively to affirm your love for others.  Amen. 

David’s Mighty Men: Stewardship in Action  

by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“Then the three mighty men broke through the 

camp of the Philistines and drew water out of the 

well of Bethlehem that was by the gate and carried 

it to David.  But he would not drink of it.  He poured 

it out to The Lord.”    2 Samuel 23:16 

 

The Old Testament contains some of the most 

remarkable stories found anywhere in scripture.  

Many of these tales revolve around a young 

shepherd boy named David who grew up to become the greatest of 

the kings of Israel. 

 

His ascension to the throne was not without difficulties.  Shortly after 

he was anointed by the prophet Samuel to become king, David fell 

out of favor with the establishment, and had to flee for his life.  He 

hid out in the wilderness outside of Jerusalem with a group of his 

loyal followers.  The Bible calls this group “David’s mighty warriors.” 

C. David Jones, in his book “David’s Mighty Men” describes David’s 

entourage as a magnificent, special elite force of fearless warriors.  

They were extraordinarily strong, courageous, unflinchingly brave, 

and completely committed to David.  They were thirty-seven of the 

most fierce and dedicated warriors that ever lived, a combination of 

combat commando stealth rangers, navy seals, green berets, special 

ops and Delta forces who had acquired the skills of battle that were 

demanded in order to survive and conquer in hand-to-hand warfare.  

They engaged in clandestine operations and were often outnumbered 

by staggering odds pitted against them, yet they stood their ground.  

Time after time on fields of battle they were the last men standing. 

 

One story in 2 Samuel recounts a time when David and his mighty 

men were encamped at the cave of Adullam, which is near a small 

village named Bethlehem, resting after The Lord had given them a 

great victory. Three of David’s best warriors, Josheb, Eleazar and 

Shammah overheard King David say, “Oh that someone would give 

me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem which is by the 

gate.”  (2 Samuel 23:15)  At this point in time, Israel’s hated enemy, 

the Philistines, had taken control of the city of Bethlehem.  It was 

heavily guarded, especially at the well. 

 

The three warriors looked at each other and said, “If our King 

wants a drink of water from that well, then we will get it for 

him.”  Then they went down and fought their way through the 

lines of the Philistines.  They made their way to the well where 

they drew water to take back to the young king.  They eluded the 

pursuing enemy, retreated to their hideout and presented the 

water to David. To their surprise, David would not drink the 

water they had risked their lives to retrieve.  He poured it out on 

the ground instead. David was not rejecting the sacrifice of the 

men who had gotten water for him.  Rather, he was pronouncing 

their sacrifice too holy for him to selfishly consume. What an 

inspiring picture of the way Christians are called to live their lives.  

The Apostle Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:15 that because Christ 

died for us…. “Those who live might no longer live for themselves 

but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” 

 

This Old Testament story vividly illustrates the fact that we 

should not selfishly live out our lives for ourselves.  David poured 

the water out on the ground as a sacrifice to The Lord.  Likewise 

we are to take the priceless gifts that God has given us and pour 

them out as a sacrifice in service to him and to our fellow man.  

This is what the Bible calls stewardship.   It is one of the most 

important and practical themes laid out in the Bible.  Yet too 

often it is overlooked or minimized by Christians today.  Too 

often it becomes simply “paying the bills,”  when actually it is a 

way of living that involves our daily activities, values and goals for 

life, and the use of all the possessions that God has entrusted to 

us. Stewardship is not one more thing we have to do, but a way 

of seeing everything we already do in a different light. 

 
HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK IN OUR CHURCH? 

 

Stewardship of time, talents, and generosity was in evidence last 

month as capacity attendance turned out for the Friday Night 

Movie, the Faith Chinese Fellowship Picnic, the Pre-Halloween 

Bash, and for the Sunday Morning Fellowship.  Thank you people 

of Faith! 

 

 

3 Prayer Corner - Engaged in Communication  
by Peggy Porter 

 
Read John 1:1-14 and Psalm 43 
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Calling All Crucifers and Acolytes! 
 

Every role matters in leading the worship life at Faith, including the 

roles of our crucifers and acolytes. More than just lighting candles 

or leading our procession, they also help us collect the Sunday 

offering and serve Holy Communion. 

 

We want to thank Myra Condit for her faithful service in 

coordinating the service of our acolytes and crucifers for the past 

several years. As Myra now steps down from those duties, we are 

now going to move into some new practices. 

 

Barbara McDowell, Clayton Faulkner, and the Worship Board will 

soon be instituting some new procedures for training, scheduling, 

and engaging our crucifers and acolytes. Parents are VITAL in this 

as our young people need their parents to get them to church on 

time and ready to go. Stay tuned for details as the team prepares 

them and passes them along. Thank you again Mrs. Condit! 

Let’s Prepare to Welcome Jason Houlihan 

Our New Director of Faith Formation 
 

We are pleased to announce that Jason Houlihan has accepted 

the new position of Director of Faith Formation. The new job title 

is a way for us to remember that the real goal for youth and 

family ministry is forming consequential faith in the lives of 

people that will guide them throughout life. 

 

Jason comes to us from Grace Presbyterian Church in Corpus 

Christi, TX. He studied at Texas A&M, Corpus Christi, and at 

Howard Payne University. He is dedicated to youth and family 

ministry and is eager to continue his training and education. He is 

also very interested in film and has worked as a photo journalist 

for a television station in Corpus Christi. 

 

Jason will be moving to Houston over the Christmas holidays and 

plans to begin work the first week of January.  He will be gone for 

one week in mid-January on a long planned trip but is eager to 

get going and is looking forward to joining our team at Faith.  

 

 Every Sunday  

at 6:10 PM.  

A service of  

healing and 

recovery.   
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Sacraments Workshop 

Saturday, December 6 at 9:00 AM 

Conference Room 
 

• Would you like your child to begin receiving Holy Communion?   

• Would you like a brief refresher course in how  Lutherans understand the 

sacraments?   

 

This class is for you too.  Join us and bring your child to this workshop. Email us at 

info@faithbellaire.org to sign-up. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the 

status of a slave, became human! He lived a selfless, obedient life and 

then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at 

that—a crucifixion. Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and 

honored him far beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all created 

beings in heaven and on earth—even those long ago dead and buried—

will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that he 

is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father.”  

Philippians 2:5-11 (The Message)  

 

The rain poured down suddenly while I was driving to church to attend 6TEN service. 

Several minutes later, it let up considerably. When I parked the car and walked to the Faith 

Center the rain turned into drizzles. About ten minutes into the service in walked a man in 

a blue waterproof jacket and pants. He sat quietly in the back through the service. When 

the service was over he chatted with several folks and then went to the counter to get 

some food to eat. He walked out of the Faith Center just several steps ahead of me.  

 

I saw the man walking toward a shopping cart that was covered with a blue plastic sheet. It 

then dawned upon me that this man was homeless and all his belongings were in that cart. 

I caught up with him and asked, “Where are you going?” He said, “I don’t know. I am going 

to find a place.” Then he told me that he saw a new construction site the other day and 

spent a night in a half-finished fancy apartment. He said he was going to have a job 

interview the next day but was doubtful he would get the job. “If that does not work out, I 

guess I will have go to Mexico”. He kept on mumbling. His lack of coherence and clarity 

made me feel nervous and anxious. I thought he might have some sort of mental illness.  

  

At last, he quit talking and walked away, pushing that shopping cart. I stood motionless, 

watching the shadow of his back slowly disappearing in the misty darkness. It began to rain 

again, and a sense of helplessness and sadness churned in my stomach. Why didn’t I do 

something to help him? What could I do? I wished I had not met him. However, I cannot 

get him out of my head. There is something that he and I have in common. 

 

In his weakness I see my own weakness. In his poverty I see my own poverty. In his 

vulnerability I see my own vulnerability. In his powerlessness I see my own powerlessness. 

In his silent struggle I see my own hard-heartedness. The difference between he and I may 

be more superficial than I dare to admit. I need not be afraid of meeting people like him if I 

can accept my own poverty and vulnerability and if I can open myself to the littleness and 

weakness of Jesus Christ.  

  

Jean Vanier is the founder of L'Arche, an international federation of communities for 

people with mental disabilities and those who assist them. His writings have taught me to 

look at myself and humanity through the lens of littleness and weakness of Jesus Christ. For 

example, commenting on Jesus encountering the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well, Jean 

Vanier wrote, “…the One who comes to give us new life is tired. He comes to us and asks us 

for help as a little one. It is a vulnerable God who comes as a beggar, asking us for help. It is 

he, the Broken One, who will awaken us in love and give us new life.” 

 

In another book, Jean Vanier wrote, “We want a big God who can fix our problems. We 

don’t want a little God saying, ‘I need you and I’ll come and live in you. I’ll give you a new 

strength, a new spirit and you shall work so people become free and loving and 

peacemaking.’” In this Advent and Christmas season, let us ponder the mystery of the 

weakness and littleness of the Christ child; let us open our heart to the love and 

compassion the little Christ child awakens in our fearful and divided soul and our hurting 

and conflicting world.  

The Little, Weak, Great, Strong God 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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Every Sunday at 

12:30 PM. 

Lunch, Bible study, 

and fellowship.   
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Christmas Poinsettias 

Parent’s Night Out in December 
 

        December 5 - Making Ornaments 

                                             December 19 - The Gift of Giving 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  

 $15 for one child. $10 for each subsequent child.  $35 family household cap. 

Snacks are provided.  RSVP is required to ensure space. Call the church office 

713-664-3048 or email PNO@FaithBellaire.org. 

"All Things New" Message Series  

And December Schedule 

It is a tradition at Faith 

to celebrate Christmas 

with poinsettias in the 

chancel area for the 

glory and in 

thanksgiving to God; in 

honor and memory of 

loved ones. Poinsettias 

will be displayed at all 

services on Sunday, 

December 21 and Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve.  

 

They may be purchased for $9.00 (checks payable to "Faith 

Lutheran Church") with poinsettias in the memo line. Please 

place checks in the offering plate or the church office.  

 

A sign-up table is available in the Fellowship Hall through 

December 14. 

  

Deadline to Order:  Sunday, December 14 

  

Poinsettias may be picked up after the 7:30 PM Christmas Eve 

service through Sunday, January 4. Those that are not picked 

up will be donated to Gardens of Bellaire. Any questions 

please contact Stacy Williams at swilliams@faithbellaire.org. 

 

November 30 “Begin with the End in Mind” 

December 7 “Start Fresh” 

December 14 “Know Yourself” (The Gathering Only) 

               Lessons and Carols at 11:15 AM   

December 21 “Hard Work” 

December 28 One Service @ 10:00 AM 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Learning Group time (10:15 AM) in December 

 

December 7 Children's Pageant in Sanctuary  

December 14, 21 Advent Adult Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 

December 14      Family Advent Experience in Faith Center Gym 

December 21      Family Caroling at The Gardens of Belllaire          

 

Christmas Eve Services (Wednesday, December 24) 

  

4:00 PM - Heritage with children's message 

5:30 PM - The Gathering 

7:30 PM - Heritage 
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CCSC Jingle Bell Express 2014 Toy Drive 

Serving 2,500 children in need takes a lot of resources! Can you believe that CCSC manages to provide toys, new books, and a holiday 

food package to all these community members with a small budget of roughly $10 per child? It’s true! And it is successful because people 

like you give generously to Jingle Bell Express. You are one of our greatest resources!  

 

You can donate new, unwrapped toys or children’s books. Donations are accepted through Sunday, December 8. It is better to donate 

one large gift item instead of small “stocking stuffers” as your gift may be the only present that child will receive this Christmas. CCSC has 

provided examples of desired gifts for every age group. These can be found on the Jingle Bell Express table in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Legacy Giving 
by Doug and Karen Elsen 

 

All financial advisors present their ideas to their clients to make sure of two things:  1) that the clients will have enough money to survive 

in their golden years and 2) that they will be able to create an estate that will enrich their heirs.  Many people have been fortunate 

enough to build an estate beyond their needs in their golden years.  These people are left with decisions about the distribution of their 

wealth after their death.  Unfortunately, not all of these people will think to leave a portion of this wealth to continue the work of the 

church.  I think that there are many reasons why people do not leave a legacy to the church, but here are two of the most basic reasons:  

people are not asked to do this, and people do not know how to do it.  There are a number of reputable organizations within the church 

that will preserve your estate for your heirs, provide you with an income to live on, and retain a legacy for the church.  If you are 

interested in exploring some of these possibilities, you can contact Pastor Nelson in the church office or contact the Rev. Pedro Suarez in 

the synod office.   

 

Leaving a lasting gift to the church ensures that future generations will be able to carry on God’s mission in the world.  I Chronicles 28:8 

says “So now I charge you in the sight of Israel and of the assembly of the LORD and in the hearing of our God; be careful to follow all the 

commands of my God that you may possess this good land and pass it on as an inheritance to descendants forever.”  Let us be good 

stewards of all that God has given us.  It provides us with one last opportunity to exemplify what it means to be a good steward, providing 

for others as God has provided for us during our lifetimes.  What a blessing we can be to future generations. 

 

 

 



Children    Adults 
 

Jennifer Ann Melvin   Ted, Yvonne, Amber, and Ashley Moody 

Eliana Biswal Murno   Chunli Tu 

Yu Wang    Mingxia Sum 

Madden Trevor Taylor   Caleb Jeremy Seitz 

Brooklyn Marie Ripper   Hilary Taylor 

Lincoln Ronald Patterson   Bradley and Betty McMain  

Kalli Elizabeth Dobrolecki   Susan Casten   

Malina Dorothy Dobrolecki  Jeffrey T. Glatty 

Andrew Wyatt Grove   Rev. Mary Q. Browne 

Kase Shemar Mathis   Derek Steinbring 

Harper Rae Paulson   Holly Edwards 

 

Affirmation 
 

Jie Chen 

John Melvin 

Jason and Lacey Dobrolecki 

 

 

 

Advent Vespers at the Labyrinth 

Saturdays, December 6, 13, and 20 at 6:00 PM 
  

In Advent, we wait in darkness for the coming of the 

Light, Jesus Christ. On the Saturdays in Advent, we 

will gather to walk the Faith Labyrinth by candlelight. 

These walks will include prayer, song, and also time to 

walk and wait in silence. In the busy-ness of this time 

before Christmas, we hope these evening vespers will 

help create a space for rest, restoration, and renewal. 

The labyrinth walks will take place on Saturdays,  

December 6, 13, and 20 at 6:00 PM. All are welcome. 

No preparation (other than good walking shoes) is 

necessary. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, Dedember  

4 at 10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts and 

drinks are provided. 

Socializing with the group 

is so joyful.  All are 

welcome!!   

 

Wrapped Christmas 

presents for the 

homebound will be 

available in the 

Conference Room in early 

December for distribution 

by anyone who would like 

to help. Each present will 

have a card with the 

member's name on it.   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-

3628. 

Women’s Ministry 
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Visit us online 

FaithBellaire.org 

New Members and Baptisms 
(January—November 2014) 
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The Symbolism of the Chrismon Tree  
 

For two thousand years, Christians the world over have celebrated Christ's birthday, each country according to its own traditional 

interpretation of the holy day. The Chrismon Tree is decorated with the symbols that tell the story of God's love.  

 

The word, "Chrismon" is a combination of two words, "Christ" and "monogram." A Chrismon is just that -- a monogram of Christ.  

 

All the Chrismons are made in combinations of white and gold. White is the liturgical color for Christmas, referring to Christ's purity and 

perfection. Gold refers to his majesty and glory. "Christ, the Light of the World" is indicated by using tiny clear white lights.  

 

There are various combinations of these crosses, monograms, and symbols on the Chrismon tree.  

 

Chrismons were first developed by Frances Kipps Spencer at Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia. She originated them in 1957 

when she set out to create decorations appropriate for a church Christmas tree. Centuries-old symbols depict the Life of Christ and tiny 

white lights reflect the purity of our Savior as they decorate the evergreen tree in the Church. Chrismons add their white and gold beauty to 

the Christmas season and make the celebration of our Lord’s birth more meaningful by emphasizing God’s great Gift to the world, our  

Savior Jesus Christ. Mrs. Spencer wrote four instructional books with the help of her congregation so that this "ministry" might be shared 

throughout the United States and the world. 

 

(http://www.robinsonpresby.net/Worship/Chrismons.pdf) 

 

 

 

Blood Drive 

Sunday, December 7 at 8:00 AM - 1:30 PM 

Community Room 
  

To honor our long-standing arrangement with the Blood Center of having 4 drives 

per year, Faith will be hosting our last one of the year on December 7, Pearl Harbor 

Day! If you're at least 16, weigh at least 122 lbs and have parental consent, please 

consider donating. Sign up online (sponsor code 1037) or at the table in Fellowship 

Hall on Sunday. 



As we approach the New Year, there are lots of ways to get involved and serve 

in the music and worship ministries of Faith Lutheran Church. All our 

ensembles are gearing up and resuming rehearsals after the Christmas break. 

Here are some of the ways you can use your gifts: 

 

Faith Choir - Composed of adults and teens, Faith Choir leads Heritage worship 

in the singing of hymns, liturgies, and in offerings of anthems and solos related 

to the appointed texts for each Sunday. Organ, piano, and other instruments 

accompany Faith Choir. Thursday night rehearsals (7:30 to 9:00 PM) include the practice of 

challenging music, both new and old, laughter, fellowship, and prayer.  

 

Faith Alive! Band - Faith Alive! Band leads worshipers at The Gathering service each Sunday using 

modern worship music. The band includes vocalists and instrumentalists who play guitar, bass guitar, 

drums, and keys—but we’re not limited to those instruments.  

 

Handbell Choir - Faith Handbell Choir is a multi-generational ensemble (third grade and above) that 

presents music at both Heritage and The Gathering worship once each month from August through 

May (and in the annual Advent Lessons and Carols service) with easy to moderately difficult handbell 

music. 

  

Worship Technologies - Our worship services incorporate many audio and video elements to aide 

and inspire our congregants. Volunteers assist with operating our video presentation software, 

running the soundboard, and operating the video camera for the live stream during services. We 

provide all the training you need. Worship techs are needed at both The Gathering and Heritage 

worship services. 

 

Acolytes – The acolytes light the candles and assist with serving communion at both services. Once 

you’re old enough to reach the candles, you’re old enough to serve as an acolyte! 

 

Crucifers – The crucifer carries the processional cross at the beginning of Heritage worship as well as 

assists with serving communion. As the cross-bearer, the crucifer leads the way into worship with the 

other worship assistants and pastors. 

 

Communion Assistants – Communion Assistants are an important part of the worship team. They 

serve the assembly by holding the trays of wine and grape juice during our time around God’s table.  

 

Altar Guild – Members of the Altar Guild prepare the sanctuary for worship each Sunday and also set-

up for special holidays, weddings, baptisms, and funerals. They work behind the scenes to make sure 

the elements are ready for communion and that all parts of the service go smoothly. 

 

Lectors – Lectors are trained to read the Old Testament and New Testament lessons at the Heritage 

worship service. 

Assisting Ministers – Assisting Ministers help with several different parts of worship: offering the 

prayers of intercession, assisting with baptisms, serving bread during communion, and offering the 

words of dismissal to the assembly as they are sent from worship. 

Ushers and Greeters - Ushers extend greetings, hand out bulletins, seat latecomers, collect the 

offering, guide the congregation forward during communion, and are present to answer questions 

and assist with specific needs. Greeters provide friendly smiles and welcomes to members and 

visitors at the front door of the church. 

Homebound Communion Team - Faith Lutheran Church members who are homebound and no 

longer able to attend church worship services receive communion at home once a month from a 

dedicated team of Homebound Communion volunteers. The Homebound Communion volunteers are 

much like Communion Assistants in worship services, only they are sent out to bring God’s Meal to 

those who cannot make it to church. 

Both adults and youth can serve in any worship leading role at Faith. If you want more information 

about any of these groups, please send me an email (cfaulkner@faithbellaire.org). If you have a gift 

you’d like to share but don’t see a way to use it here, let me know and we can talk about other ways 

for you to serve!  

Looking for a New Year’s Resolution? 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Grace Bags and 

Homeless Lunches 
Stock Up Now! 

 

Please remember to give 

your name and ask for 

theirs. Prayer is a great 

equalizer of power. You are 

not the only one with 

something to offer, but 

what you have to offer with 

a Grace Bag is helpful. A $5 

donation to cover the cost 

of the Grace Bag and lunch 

for one person on the 

streets is requested. 
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Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Mary Alaniz   Communication Coordinator  

Yu Cao    Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas  Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

FaithBellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—December 2014  

9:00 AM 

 

December 7  December 14 December 21 

 

December 28 

Acolytes  Nicolas Groenewold 

Joshua Boihem 

JD Jones 

Sabrina Schlather 

Matt Schawe 

Tommie Huwyler 

Sarah Bruce 

Andrew Strickland 

Communion 

Assistants  

Diana Boihem 

Helen Hecht 

Mark and Marsha 

Zimmerman 

Kelley Keller 

Emma Keller 

Michael and Dave 

Farner 

Asst Minister  Susan Tallman Daniel Farner Daniel Farner Holly Hruska-Spratlin 

Ushers  Cory and Larae Nelson Dave and Wendy Farner Eric Lerch 

Jim Rollinson 

Jon and Nancy Holmes 

Common Grounds Executive Executive Executive Executive 

Altar Guild  Corrie Morales 

Tina Wood 

Corrie Morales 

Tina Wood 

  

11:15 AM December 7 December 14 December 21 December 28 

Acolyte Nate Michaud 

 

Myra Condit 

 

Caleb Seitz 

 

JD Jones 

Crucifer Sabrina Schlather Barbara McDowell Annika Becker  

Lector Sharon Richter Lessons and Carols Doug Elsen Carl Watson 

Communion 

Assistants  

Jeff Addicks 

Peggy Porter 

Lessons and Carols Jeff Addicks  

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Doug Elsen 

 

Asst Minister Bob Medlen Karen Elsen Karen Elsen Carol Strawn 

Ushers  Ralph Maple 

Troy Becker 

Scott Ramsey 

Bill Puryear 

Ralph Maple 

Troy Becker 

Scott Ramsey 

Bill Puryear 

Ralph Maple 

Troy Becker 

Scott Ramsey 

Bill Puryear 

Ralph Maple 

Troy Becker 

Scott Ramsey 

Bill Puryear 

Altar Guild  Corrie Morales 

Tina Wood 

Lessons and Carols   

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email Mary at malaniz@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

 



December Calendar Events 
 
1 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 7:00 PM ESL Class 

(308, 309) 
  
2 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 

PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (108) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
3 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (200, 201) / 11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc) / 12:45 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym) / 1:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Christmas 

decoration (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /7:00 PM ESL Class (309)  / 7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (101)  / 8:00 PM AA 

(300) ) 
  
4 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:45 PM Executive Board 

Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ESL class (309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
5  Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
6  Saturday — 8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (FH) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 

AM Sacrament Class (101) / 12:00 PM All Hands on Deck (FH) / 6:00 PM Advent Vespers at the Labyrinth (Labyrinth) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 
  
7 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 8:00 AM Blood Drive (300) / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Preschool Christmas Pageant (Sanctuary) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” 

Worship / 12:30 PM Congregational Meeting FC Gym / 1:00 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:00 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 

PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
  
8 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (308, 309) / 7:00 PM Parish Education 

Board Meeting (101) 
  
9 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 

PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
10 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200, 201) / 11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc) / 12:45 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 

401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (207) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
11 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (308, 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 

PM AA (300) 
  
12 Friday —  6:45 PM Faith Family Caroling (FH) /  8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
13 Saturday — 9:00 AM Church Council Orientation / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 6:00 PM Advent 

Vespers at the Labyrinth (Labyrinth) 
  
14 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Adult Bible Study (FH) / 10:15 AM  Advent Family Experience (Gym) / 11:15 AM Lessons 

and Carols / 12:30 PM Board of Worship Meeting (101) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) /  6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) /  7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
  
15 Monday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 9:30 AM ESL classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM ESL 

Class (308, 309) 
 
16 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 

PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:45 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) /7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
17 Wednesday —  9:30 AM ESL classes (200,201) / 11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc) / 12:45 PM Advent Lunch (FC Gym) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting 

Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (207) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
18 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:00 PM Day School Christmas Program (FC Gym) / 7:00 PM ESL 

class (308, 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
19 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 6:30 PM FCF Bible Study (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
20 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone Hope Meeting (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 6:00 PM Advent Vespers at the Labyrinth 

(Labyrinth) 
  
21 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Advent Adult Bible Study (FH) / 10:15 AM  Family Christmas Caroling (Gardens of Bellaire) / 11:15 

AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
  
22 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 
 
23 Tuesday — 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:45 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 

PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
24 Wednesday — All Day Day School Closed / 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Service—Heritage (with Children Msg) (Sanc) / 5:30 PM Christmas Eve Service—Gathering (Sanc) / 7:30 PM Christmas Eve 

Service—Heritage (Sanc) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
25 Thursday — All Day Office and Day School Closed  / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
26 Friday —  All Day Office and Day School Closed / 8:00 PM AA  (300) 
  
27 Saturday —  3:00 PM AA (300) 
  
28 Sunday — 10:00 AM Worship (Sanc) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
  
29 Monday — All Day Office and Day School Closed   
  
30 Tuesday —  All Day Office and Day School Closed / 6:45 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
  
31  Wednesday — All Day Office and Day School Closed / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
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