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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
“For unto us a child is born, a son is given…”
Sometimes I feel like a farmer, plowing the same fields over and
over again. In fact, that is what I am and it is an honor. I am in the
business of planting seeds. So today, anticipating all that December
will bring us, I will plow the same field by once again reminding us of
the obvious.
No one was surprised that the Messiah would come as a baby. A
child. The surprise came when he grew up. The expectation was that this King of kings
would be an earthly king, with a mighty army, to cast out the Romans and usher in a
new millennium of peace with a chicken in every Jewish pot. The surprise came when it
didn’t work out that way at all.

The mission
of Faith
Lutheran
Church
is to follow
Jesus in
blessing the
world with
faith, hope,
and love.

Every December comes with its own headlines and thrill a minute reports. There is
always a war somewhere. This year is no different than most. The fear peddlers are
doing a brisk business. The companies that manufacture war are raking in record profits
that no one talks about. Every day I can tell you what is happening with Apple stock but
I have no idea about the companies that make the missiles that drones and jets are
dropping. Politicians seem eager to send young people into harm’s way with no sense
that this time will be any more productive than others.
Who would ever forget the hands responsible for the death of a son, a daughter, a
mother, or a father? How deeply do those wounds cut? How long do those scars last?
Still today Christian voices, without any degree of self regulation or irony, return to
those same messianic hopes that were dashed by the earthly Jesus. “Yes, he came as a
baby, grew up to save us on the cross, to give us spiritual life, but LATER he will come
again on the clouds leading a mighty army to finally kick some Russian/Muslim (pick
your bad guy of the day and insert) tail and THEN he will “usher in a new millennium of
peace with a chicken in every Christian (sorry Jews, you had your chance) pot.”
NO. Just big old fat NO!
Jesus was born to peasants, welcomed by dirty shepherds, and foreigners. Attended to
by barn animals. He grew to teach, to heal, and by his persistent unwillingness to bow
down to the religious/political powers that be, he was murdered on a cross as a sign to
all that you better not step out of line, you better not criticize the power structures, and
you certainly better not raise a ruckus that might harm the economic juggernaut that
Passover had become.
So this December I want to remind parents that the most valuable gift they can give to
their children is encouragement to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. I want to remind us
to pay close attention to the voices that demonize others, that peddle fear, that obscure
truth, that seek security behind bombs and bank accounts. I want all of us to remember
that God’s greatest gift is not what is under the tree but on the tree no longer.
I want to be a farmer planting seeds of faith, hope, and love. I want to welcome this
child into my own heart again, that each beat of my fearful heart might resonate with
his, and that I might join him as an agent of peace in a world God still believes is worth
loving. If you agree with this, send me an email at revkerry@gmail.com, and let’s keep
following Jesus together.

Prayer Corner - “The Peace of God”
by Peggy Porter
Read Romans 5:1-5 and Psalm 85
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accomplished for us! We never were, are, or will be in any way
worthy or deserving of his peace!

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives do I give to you.” John 14:27

It is a peace that assures us that all of our sins (past, present, and
future) have been fully forgiven through the shed blood of the Lamb
Historians have told us that peace has never really been achieved at of God, which has freed us from our sins (Revelations 1:5). It is a
any time in history. Since the early eighteenth century, the world
peace that ensures security in the midst of trouble and turmoil. It is
has known only 11 years in which there have been no wars! Jesus
a peace that assures us in difficult times that our loving God is with
reminds us that there will be wars and rumors of wars (Matthew
us always to the very end of the age (Matthew 28:20).
24:6).
Let us all pray for this peace and employ it in our daily life.
Jesus has made available for all people a peace that surpasses all
understanding and expectation. It is a peace that cannot be earned, Pray: May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding keep
merited, or in any way deserved! This peace is due entirely to what our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
Jesus – through his suffering, death, and resurrection –

President’s Page
by Kathy Patrick, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

In 1531, on the Mountain of Tepeyac in Mexico, the Virgin Mary appeared to an Aztec named Juan Diego. It was an
encounter like no other. Juan Diego was poor and downtrodden, oppressed by the Conquistadors, and deeply
convinced of his own unworthiness. Yet, Mary appeared to him, with the brown skin of a Mestizo, and spoke to him
in his native Nahuatl language. La Virgen Morena, as she is called, gives Juan Diego a mission: he is to go to the
residence of the Bishop in Mexico City and urge him to build a Cathedral in her honor. The Bishop and his retainers
ignored Juan Diego, treating him like the poor and inconsequential person that he was in their eyes. Juan Diego
went back to Tepeyac, despondent, to report that he has failed. The Lady appears to him again, telling him to
gather flowers in his tilma (a poncho) to take to the bishop to prove what Juan Diego has said about meeting the lady. It is the
middle of December, when no flowers are growing, but suddenly Juan Diego found himself surrounded by red, Castilian (Spanish)
roses. He gathered them up and, returning them to the Bishop’s palace, spilled the roses at the Bishop’s feet whereupon there is
revealed to be an image of the Virgin on the tilma. The tilma hangs today in the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Tepeyac
and the Feast Day of Our Lady is December 12.
Why am I, the President of a Lutheran congregation, telling you this story? I’m telling this story because it is important to us and to
our Lutheran brothers and sisters who worship at Santiago Apostol and El Buen Pastor. We, at Faith, have taken an important step
to partner with them in their ministry with the poorest of the poor among us. Though they are different from us in many ways,
and speak a different language, we know the people of Santiago and El Buen Pastor have the same hopes and dreams for their
children that we do. It is on this shared foundation of hope and love that we expect to build a lasting and true partnership of
shared ministry in the Latino community.
Though our first step was financial, involving an important vote at our congregational meeting to provide sustaining support for
these churches, the next step is one of building relationships. On December 12, at 5:00 PM, we have been invited to join the
people of Santiago as they celebrate the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. There will be mariachi music, food, and fun, but we
will also have the opportunity to experience the deep beauty of the way our Latino brothers and sisters understand the
significance of Our Lady. To them—and to us—she offers a reminder that the Church, the House of God, should be: a home where
all will be welcomed, where all who come will receive recognition, love, and affection. Here, everyone will be heard; all will be able
to speak in their own way. This will be a center not of rules and regulations but of flowers and songs. It will not be a sad church,
but a festive one wherein the joy of God will uplift the downtrodden of the earth. The humanizing and liberating beauty of the
divine experience will draw people into it freely and joyfully. Here, everyone will be someone special…
I hope you’ll join me on December 12 to celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe and our shared ministry with our Latino brothers and
sisters.
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Women’s Connection
Women's Connection will meet on December 9 inside the lobby by
the church office at 9:30 AM. Everyone is welcome!
You should join us!
For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

Christmas Incarnation
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

“Jason, why do people who are not Christians still celebrate Christmas?”
This is the kind of insightful question that can only come from the mouth of a nine year old. Jason, why do people
who do not attend church still have Christmas trees, bake Christmas cookies, hang colored lights on their houses,
go to Christmas parties, and give gifts on December 25? To phrase the question differently, how did Christmas,
which is the celebration of the birth of Jesus, become embedded in American culture to the point that all these
“non-church-going” friends and their families could celebrate it?
Biblically, Christmas is about God’s incarnation into our world in the form of a baby, the child born to Mary among the swine in a
stable. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. However in America, the biblical meaning of Christmas has always existed in
tension with cultural forces. If we are honest historically, the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ has never been the primary reason
why the Griswold’s or any other Americans climbed up ladders to put up multi-colored lights or rushed on Christmas morning to open
gifts under a balsam fir. “So Jason, why do people who are not Christians still celebrate Christmas?” Zack Hunt wrote this about The
Day of Incarnation,
“The Day of Incarnation is about God caring about others, but we're too focused on ourselves to even realize there actually are other
holidays in December our neighbors may be celebrating too.
The Day of Incarnation is about solidarity with the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized, but we're too busy caring about the
design of a cup to care about the poor farmer who made that cup of coffee possible.
The Day of Incarnation is about God lowering God's self in order to serve and save humanity, but all we care about this time of the year
is elevating ourselves above everyone and everything in society.
The Day of Incarnation is about bringing creation back into right relationship both with its Creator and with each other, but there can be
no coming together when we draw ideological lines in the sand and refuse to make space for others.
The Day of Incarnation is built on one of the most incredible truths of all time: that God loves us, that God is for us, and God has come
to dwell among us. Our war on Christmas is built on nothing but lies intended to stoke fear and stir division.”
So may we remember this Advent, to the feed the hungry, clothe the naked, stand with the oppressed, and love one another. May we
remember as we go out and sing carols on December 11 that Jesus called us to care for the lonely. May we come to know a Jesus that
not only loves, but calls us beyond comfortable tolerance. May we enter into this counter-cultural practice that requires one to break
with the American past and follow the narrow way that leads to life.
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CCSC Jingle Bell Express
December 6
Fellowship Hall
There is a Jingle Bell Express table in Fellowship Hall. Come by, see the toy train and find
out how you can help:

Jingle Bell Express





Cradles (bring back by December 6)
Purchase gifts or books for needy children, or
Help receive, sort, and distribute food and gifts to CCSC area families.

For more information about the Jingle Bell Express go to www.ccschouston.org..

Christmas Poinsettias
It is a tradition at
Faith to celebrate
Christmas with
poinsettias in the
chancel area for the
glory of God and in
honor of loved ones.
Poinsettias will be
displayed at all services on Sunday, December 20 and
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve. They may be
purchased for $9.00 (checks payable to Faith
Lutheran Church) with “poinsettias” in the memo line.
Please place checks in the offering plate or the church
office. A sign-up table will be available in the
Fellowship Hall starting November 29.

WELCA Offering
Thank you women of Faith
Lutheran for giving generously to
the annual WELCA Thankoffering.
We have been blessed in so many
ways and have responded to those
blessings with your gifts. Since the
collection from Faith and other
churches represents a large
portion of the revenue of the
WELCA organization, our gifts will
be received with appreciation.
Each year we receive a letter of
acknowledgment for our gift and
words of gratitude from Women of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.

Deadline to Order: Sunday, December 13
Thank you again with God’s blessing on you!
Poinsettias may be picked up after the 7:30
PM Christmas Eve service through Sunday, January 3.
Those that are not picked up will be donated.
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Hanging of the Greens
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Everyone is invited to join us for the Hanging of the Greens at
Faith on Saturday, December 5, 2015 at 10:30 AM in the
Sanctuary. This is the first time we have offered this opportunity.
I’d like to provide a little more explanation of what the purpose of
this gathering is.
Every year, the faithful members of the Board of Worship gather
to decorate the sanctuary and church property for the Advent and Christmas
seasons. Instead of letting the Board do all the work, the fun of putting up
decorations is now open to everyone. Families with children may like to participate
as well.
Why do we put up green things anyway? Hanging greenery is traditionally
associated with everlasting life. The never changing colors of the evergreen plants
point us to imagery of the resurrection. Greens such as cedar represent royalty. Fir
and pine boughs represent everlasting life. Holly symbolizes Jesus' death and ivy
represents the resurrection.

Join us for a wedding
reception in honor of

Kate & Clayton
January 9, 2016 at 3:00 PM
Faith Lutheran Church
RSVP by email to
claytonfaulkner@gmail.com

Advent begins with the end, the return of Christ, and the consummation of all
things into the eternal reign of God’s love. With all the imagery of eternal life it is
fitting to put our greening of the church in the context of worship. Worship need
not always be a contemplative, reflective exercise. (I had a seminary professor who
would shudder at the idea of spirituality being nothing more than “contemplating
one’s navel.”) One of the New Testament’s ideas is that worship is “the work of the
people.” Our worship life is not carried out by priests as we idly sit and watch. The
worship of our assemblies is brimming with our responses to God’s love revealed to
us in Jesus Christ. The work of our worship is singing, praying, lifting hands,
kneeling, blessing, engaged listening, and speaking words of peace. Sometimes the
work of our worship includes getting our hands dirty through labor.
Good Lord, by your mercy, guide our
outward actions in such ways that
our inward being is formed in faith,
hope, and love. May the decorations
we offer engage our senses during
the days of Advent and enliven our
praise and worship, in the name of
the child of Bethlehem, our risen and
coming savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Parent’s Night Out
December 4 and 18
Faith Center Gym
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old. The cost is
$15 for one child, $10 per each additional child (same household)
with a $45 household max. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org
to ensure that we have a spot for your kiddos.

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

There is always something to celebrate at Faith Schools during the month of December. At Mother’s Day Out
and the Day School, the children spend lots of time during the month creating, with the help of teachers, the
perfect holiday gifts for their parents. We have been saving large cans from the Day School kitchen for months
for projects for this season. I’m not quite sure what the cans will become, but I’m excited to see the finished
products.

Here at Faith Schools, we have the unique tradition of celebrating and exploring winter holidays from cultures around the
world. In addition to a visit from a very special Santa that many of you would probably recognize, we will have a visit from St.
Nicholas and a Santa Lucia Day procession. Santa Lucia will be picked from our Bridge Kindergarten class early in the week
when a special student finds a rock in her pudding. In classrooms, the children will also study other winter holiday traditions
including Hanukkah and Kwanzaa.
There’s also a lot of singing that goes on at Faith Schools during the month. December is not only a month that brings family
and friends together to celebrate the birth of our Jesus, but it also brings together church and school in ways that happen only
a few times per year. You will see our Day School students singing at mid-day Advent Services throughout the season. The
children have practiced their songs since late October and are always very excited to share. They look like little angels with
their special robes and bows. Special thanks to our Music Teacher, Mrs. Amy Roch, and our classroom teachers, for working so
hard with the children on these lovely songs. It takes quite a bit of work to prepare for these weekly performances. Helping
75 preschoolers stand and sing on a stage in front of an audience with so many distractions is a challenge to say the least.
Finally, we end the year with our Christmas program. On Thursday, December 17 at 7:00 PM, the Faith Schools community will
come together for this special event. The children will sing and many of our church and school staff will read the story of
Jesus’ birth. The program culminates with the live nativity which includes both our Bridge Kindergarten students from the Day
School and our Leap Frogs from Mother’s Day Out will take on the roles of all of the important characters in the Christmas
story. With their charming costumes, the children really enjoy this aspect of the program-especially since only the oldest
children in the school get to participate.
After all of these festivities, we will take a much needed holiday break and will be refreshed when we reopen school in
January 2016.
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The Light that Shines in Darkness
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

I was in the middle of the Faith Chinese Fellowship gathering
when the terrorists’ attacks in Paris were unfolding on
Friday, November 13. A friend showed me the live news
coverage of the attack from his cell phone. I glanced at his
cell phone screen for no more than three seconds, thinking
it was just an isolated shooting incident. It was not until I
went home later and turned on the TV that I learned the
unprecedented magnitude of the Paris attack.
Another hate crime. Another senseless killing. Another tragedy. It took
place 5,000 miles away, but somehow I felt as if it happened so close to
home. It reminded me of the 9/11 terrorists in 2001. It also brought back
memories of the recent shooting in the Charleston church, the Sandy Hook
Elementary massacre, the Virginia Tech massacre, and the Columbine
School massacre all within 20 years.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning
Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone Welcome

As Christians, we are to stand together and grieve with the people of Paris.
Human lives everywhere are much more inter-connected than we would
like to think. The Paris attack, like other terrorist attacks and tragedies,
makes us more aware of our solidarity with those who suffer in places far
and near. It also reminds us of our own mortality and vulnerability. At the
Virginia Tech memorial service, Nikki Giovanni, a world-renowned poet and
professor of English made a short and powerful speech. She said, “We are
sad today, and we will be sad for quite a while. We are not moving on, we
are embracing our mourning…We do not understand this tragedy. We know
we did nothing to deserve it. But neither does a child in Africa dying of
AIDS, neither do the invisible children walking the night away to avoid being
captured by the rogue army, neither does the baby elephant watching his
community be devastated for ivory; neither do the Mexican children
looking for fresh water; neither does the Appalachian infant killed in the
middle of the night in his crib in the home his father built with his own
hands, being run over by a boulder because the land was destabilized. No
one deserves a tragedy.”
When we mourn the lost lives in Paris, we do so as members of suffering
humanity. We feel the anguish and pain of countless people who suffer
unjustly and bear the tragic consequences of someone else’s evil action. At
the same time, we are to examine our own conscience and actions. We are
to become aware of our own social and cultural prejudices and fears that
(Continued on page 9)
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Older but Wiser Lutherans (OWLS)
Festival of Lights at Moody Garden
Thursday, December 10
6:00 - 9:00 PM
As one of the largest holiday celebrations in the region, Festival of Lights has become a
holiday tradition for families and groups alike. Enjoy more than 1 million lights within 100
sound-enhanced animated light displays and nightly live entertainment.
We will be going as a group by van for everyone’s convenience and will meet in the church
parking lot at 3:30 PM. If you would like to attend, the cost will be $15 which includes the
event and transportation. To sign up by email info@faithbellaire.org or sign up on the
back of the connection card. Of course we always invite all Faith’s family to the Christmas
event.

contribute to the tension and conflicts in the world. We are also wise to repent of our own sins that cause the pain
and suffering of those close to us, even our own family members. We need to ask ourselves, “What can I do to make
the world a more peaceable place?”
In the face of horrendous evils, it is tempting to feel helpless and hopeless, but we must not give up. The Christmas
message is that of hope, peace, and love. Jesus entered the world as a weak and vulnerable babe. The evil King
Herod ordered the slaughter of all innocent babies in Bethlehem in order to kill baby Jesus. Joseph and Mary had to
take baby Jesus and flee to Egypt. The horror of Bethlehem massacre and the lamentation of Bethlehem mothers are
part of the Christmas story. With a sober sense of realism and also unwavering conviction, the gospel writer speaks
the words of great hope to the world shrouded in darkness, “the Light shines in the darkness, and darkness has
never put it out” (John 1:5). Jesus is the light of world and the prince of peace. Let us follow him and let his light shine
in us and through us. We can begin with some small steps, like healing our inner wounds and conflicts, being kind to
our loved ones, being generous to the needy, and making friends with people of a different political party, religious
affiliations, and cultural tradition. When we do these things with the gentle love of Jesus, we become peacemakers
at home, in our community, and in the world.
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2016 Faith Lutheran Church Council
Don Hodde, President
Beth Bruce, Vice President

The Advent Wreath

Wendy Farner, Second Vice President
Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer
Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Secretary
Joann Welton, Recording Secretary
Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality, Chair
Evangeline Dai, Hospitality

One of the best-known
customs for the season is the
Advent wreath. The wreath
and winter candle-lighting in
the midst of growing
darkness strengthen some of
the Advent images found in
the Bible. The unbroken
circle of greens is clearly an
image of everlasting life, a
victory wreath, the crown of
Christ, or the wheel of time
itself. Christians use the
wreath as a sign that Christ
reaches into our time to lead
us to the light of everlasting
life. The four candles mark
the progress of the four
weeks of Advent and the
growth of light. Sometimes
the wreath is embellished
with natural dried flowers of
fruit. Its evergreen branches
lead the household and
the congregation to the
evergreen Christmas tree. In
many homes, the family
gathers for prayer around
the wreath.

Roxy Funchess, Community Life, Chair
Terry Amundson, Community Life
Elaine Gabriel, Parish Education, Chair
Dave Gohlke, Parish Education
Tom Dorman, Property, Chair
Art Grove, Property
Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, Chair
Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry
Jon Holmes, Stewardship, Chair
Brian Taylor, Stewardship
Joye Roll, Worship, Chair

Andy Wang, Worship
Terri Schlather, Youth and Family, Chair
Yvonne Moody, Youth and Family
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Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, December 3 at 10:00
AM in the Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come hungry! Bring
your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are provided. Socializing with the
group is so joyful.
All are welcome!!

Healthy Boundaries
by Mardi Mayerhoff, First Place 4 Health Leader

The First Place 4 Health small group just completed a study of the book of
Nehemiah. The Bible study called “Healthy Boundaries” helped us use the
success of Nehemiah and the people of Jerusalem in their rebuilding of the
walls and gates to the city to understand how we need to set up
boundaries in our lives so that what needs to get in can, and what needs to
be kept out is not allowed to enter.
Our next Bible study is titled “A New Beginning”. The New Year is often the
time when we are all trying to start something new; whether it be a diet, an exercise program, finding more time
for Bible study and prayer, or improving our relationships with family, friends, and new acquaintances.
If you are ready for a new beginning in one or more of these areas, the First Place 4 Health small group meeting
might be the place to be on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 PM at Faith Lutheran Church room 309 in the Faith
Center.
To find out more about the First Place 4 Health program you can attend an orientation on Tuesday, January 19,
2016. After that session, you can decide whether to participate or not in the Bible study and healthy living program
that begins on Tuesday, January 26.
If you want more information prior to January 19, please contact Mardi Mayerhoff at 713-203-1875, ask someone
who is currently in the group or has been in the past, or go to www.FP4H.com.
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
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Faith Camp
Be a Hero
Faith Camp 2016 Camper Registration opens January 1.
Director and Manager applications close on January 10, 2016. Application
for all other positions close on March 31, 2016.
For more information or to fill out an application, go to
www.faithbellaire.org/learning/faith-camp.

Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, December 5
10:30 AM

Family Caroling
Friday, December 11
7:00 PM

We will gather for a brief devotional worship service
followed by decorating the church for Advent and
Christmas. Everyone is welcome and this would be
a great family serving opportunity.

On Friday, December 11,
the whole family is
welcome to join us on this fun
event that brings such cheer and joy to Faith's
nearby neighbors! Please contact Jason Houlihan at
jhoulihan@faithbellaire.org with any questions. We
will meet in the Faith Center Gym.

Learning Group Schedule - 9:45 AM on Sundays
Sunday, December 6
All Church Learning - Fellowship Hall
Children's Learning and Pageant Practice - Faith Center
Sunday, December 13
Christmas Pageant - Fellowship Hall
Sunday, December 20
All Church Learning - Fellowship Hall
Children's Learning - Faith Center
Sunday, December 27
No Learning Group (Fellowship Time)
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Sunday, January 3
No Learning Group (Fellowship Time)
Sunday, January 10
Winter Season of Learning - Launch Day
Sunday, January 17 - February 7
All Church Learning - Fellowship Hall
Children's Learning - Faith Center
Sunday, February 14 - March 20
Lent (Small Group Learning) - Locations TBA
Children's Learning - Faith Center

Report from the ELCA Youth Leadership Summit
by Marlaena Dobbins

The Lutheran Youth Summit was being held in Nebraska. This meant a long plane ride filled with packaged
peanuts and self entertainment. My chaperone was Laura Lyons, a very chill and awesome person who works at
Lutherhill (best place on Earth). I was also traveling with a kid named Jorge who didn't speak very often but was
very passionate about gaming and anime. Once we arrived in Nebraska, a sensation of uncertainty overwhelmed
me. Are these people going to like me? Is there a strong Wi-Fi connection? Should I have packed warmer
clothes? But then I saw the smiling face of another girl, who was probably in my same predicament. In that
moment, there was a sense of belonging, a smile that reminded of so many smiles I saw back home in church,
told me that I was going to be okay.
When we initially entered the two story cabin, there was a line of kids around my age handing out room numbers, name tags, and tshirts. I went to my cabin and there sat two girls staring at the blank walls. Nebraska I guess. I sat my luggage down and turned to
them. "I'm Marlaena." I said expectantly. The eyes of the girls lit up. "Maggie" "Chloe". They had been in the cabin for two hours
waiting for others like me to arrive. "Do you want to go for a walk?" I questioned. There was a vast landscape waiting to be admired.
What Nebraska lacked in entertainment , it made up in aesthetics. On this walk, I learned the girls were much like me, except that I
had a weird ability to not shiver in fifty degree weather in only a t-shirt and shorts. Along our journey many other girls joined us.
"Claire" "Emily" "Abbie" "Natalie" "Kaitlyn". As the day went on I found that I would receive the chance to take small journeys with a
lot more people.

The orientations seemed to drag on for centuries. Hours of skills to be a good listener. Cheesy quotes like "God gave us two ears and
one mouth for a reason". Lessons that as a young adult I had heard numerous times before. As I was beginning to perfect my skills at
hangman, the speaker said something that caught my attention. "God calls upon us; we do not choose God, God has already chosen
us". Later that day, I attended a workshop with Rosella White. An assertive, yet kind, African American woman who had graduated
from Spelman College. In this workshop I had to analyze the Bible story of Moses when he sees the burning bush. How God had
called upon Moses. Throughout Moses' journey God was with him.
As the Summit began to end, I realized that God had been calling me. Since my entrance into Faith Street and baptism, there was
something God had set in store for me to achieve. I learned that no matter which part of the country you live in, race,
socioeconomic status or sexual orientation, all Lutherans have one fundamental vision - completing God's work through action.
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Hanging of the Greens

Saturday, December 5, 10:30 AM
Devotional service followed by decorating the
c church
Midweek Advent Services
December 2, 9, & 16 @ 11:45 AM
Lunch will be served afterwards in
the Faith Center.

Lessons and Carols
for Advent
December 13 @ 8:30 AM
Join us during service for special
Advent music!



Sunday, December 6
Please return cradles back and don’t forget to
a add a baby doll


December 24

Sunday, December 27
One Service @ 10:00 AM
(No 6TEN Service)

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

OWLS Festival of Lights
Thursday, December 10, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Moody Gardens
We will meet at the church parking lot

Christmas Eve Service
Heritage
4:00 PM
(Children's Message)
The Gathering 5:30 PM
(Combined Service)
Heritage
7:30 PM

Jingle Bell Express



Family Caroling
Friday, December 11, 7:00 PM
Faith’s nearby community

Jingle Bell
Express
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—December 2015
8:30 AM

December 6

December 13

December 20

December 27
One Service @ 10 AM

Acolyte

Lyle Jares

JD Jones

Zach Michaud

Annika Becker

Crucifer

Dylan McGouldrick

Nicholas Groenwold

Nate Michaud

Caleb Seitz

Lector

Joann Welton

Lessons and Carols

Janice Kolosseus

Troy Becker

Communion
Assistants

Myra Condit
Jeff Addicks

Lessons and Carols

Myra Condit
Jeff Addicks

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Asst Minister

Sharon Richter

Sharon Richter

Joann Welton

Joann Welton

Ushers

Bill Freeman
Art Grove

Ralph Maple
Scott Ramsey

Ralph Maple
Scott Ramsey

Bill Puryear
Brian Taylor

Altar Guild

Ida Medlen
Bob Medlen

Ida Medlen
Bob Medlen

Doris Williams
Dorothy Rosenbaum

Doris Williams
Dorothy Rosenbaum

10:50 AM

December 6

December 13

December 20

December 27
One Service @ 10 AM

Acolytes

Joshua Boihem
Lisa Rollinson

Daniel Hecht
Matt Schawe

Audrey DeKunder
Ella DeKunder

Sabrina Schlather
Joshua Boihem

Communion
Assistants

Nancy and Jon Holmes

Michael Farner
David Farner

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Audrey DeKunder
Ella DeKunder

Asst Minister

Helen Hecht

Helen Hecht

Michael Farner

Michael Farner

Ushers

The Lerch Family
Jim Rollinson

The Cross Family

Mary Jane McBride
Susan Tallman

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Common Grounds

Executive

Executive

Executive

Executive

Altar Guild

Doris Williams
Sharon Richter

Mary Ruden
Joann Welton

Mary Ruden
Joann Welton

Suzanne Fisbeck
Susan Tallman

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

7
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (gym)
6:30 PM ESL (308)

14
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM ESL (308)

21
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

28
All Day Church Office/Schools Closed

6
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM All Church Learning (FH)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 PM Board of Worship Meeting
(201)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:15 PM HS Night (400, 401)

13
8:30 AM Lessons and Carols (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Christmas Pageant (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:15 PM HS Night (Off-campus)

20
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM All Church Learning
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

27

10:00 Combined Worship (Sanc)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

Mon

Sun

All Day Church Office/Schools Closed
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)

10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

All Day Mountain Mover Article Due
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

29

22

15

30
All Day Church Office/Schools Closed
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

23
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

16
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc)
12:45 PM Advent Lunch (FC)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc)
12:45 PM Advent Lunch (FC)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
6:45 PM Bellaire Mom pf Multiples
(309)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

2
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Advent Worship (Sanc)
12:45 PM Advent Lunch (FC)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:15 PM Social Ministry Board
Meeting (101)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

1
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (108)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
2:30 PM Cornerstone “2nd stage” Teen
Support Group (FC)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)
8
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
6:00 PM Jingle Bell Express Faith Night
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Wed

Tue

Thu

All Day New Year’s Eve
All Day Church Office/Schools
Closed
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

31

24
All Day Christmas Eve
4:00 PM “Heritage” Worship with
Children’s Message (Sanc)
5:30 PM Combined Worship - “The
Gathering” & Chinese (Sanc)
7:30 PM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

17
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Day School Christmas
Program (FC)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

10
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse
Program Meeting (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
3:30 PM OWLS Festival of Lights
(Moody Gardens)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

3
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
1:30 PM Palmer Drug Abuse
Program Meeting (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

December 2015 - Calendar of Events

11

4

All Day Christmas Day
All Day Church Office/Schools
Closed
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

25

18
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7:00 PM Faith Family Caroling
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

12

5

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

26

19
8:30 AM CCSC Food Pantry (UMC)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
9:00 AM Church Council
Orientation (101)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
10:30 AM Hanging of the Greens
(Sanc)
12:00 PM All Hands on Deck
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

16

