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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” Luke 2:8-14

You Shop!
Amazon Gives!
Faith American Lutheran
Church is now a charitable
organization on the Amazon
Smile program.
This program will give back to
Faith 0.5% of all eligible
purchases you make on
Amazon.
The key to this working:
You must always start on
AmazonSmile’s webpage to
make your purchases.
Here's a link to the page so
you don't have to search for
Faith.
https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1383286

I’ll admit it. The easy wonder of the Christmas season isn’t easy for me. Maybe I feel
more kinship with the harried, exhausted retail employees who dread the extra stress
of the Christmas season more than the owners of the stores who hope to end the year
in the black. Or maybe it was when Christmas music started appearing in the world
the day after Halloween. For any number of reasons, Easter has long since passed
Christmas as my favorite time of the year.
But I do love the Christmas story! It never ceases to amaze me. No matter what is
going on in our lives, in our country, or in the world, the cast of Christmas characters
never changes but always function to keep the story timeless and real. A scandalous
pregnancy. A government required trip to be registered for the census (which
becomes then the updated tax base). No room in the inn. And shepherds, the dirtiest
of ancient dirty jobs, shocked by angels in the middle of the night. I love this story.
When I was a kid, it was always about the gifts. The obligatory new clothes halfway
through the school year. The gut wrenching process of pouring through the Sears
Christmas catalogue, winnowing out the ONE THING that my mom allowed us to ask
for. And that she took on extra jobs to be able to pay for because, poor as we were,
we always got that one thing. Every time. I still don’t know how she did it. But I know
the Christmas Club at the grocery store was part of her preparation.
Of course it is the birth of the baby Jesus that is the true Christmas gift. We all know
that. But we also notice the very inappropriate for a baby gifts that the wise guys
brought. Even though their gifts are metaphors for the ministry of Jesus, they still
strike us as awesome. Who wouldn’t like gold for Christmas? Thus, from the very first,
lies the tension of the season. Is this the season of giving or receiving?
The other part of the story that I love is the tension. The tension of waiting. The
tension of delayed expectations. Even then, pregnancies took nine months.
Bethlehem was a long walk from Nazareth. The wise guys had a long trip from Syria or
wherever they came from. Even the shepherds had to walk back to town. But all of
that waiting pales before the centuries of expecting God to show up as Messiah.
Yet even the full meaning of that would take years to unfold.
So now we find ourselves, once again, caught up in Christmas expectations. Delayed
expectations. People are afraid. Uncertainty is the only certainty. We still long for
peace and good will among people.
If the Christmas story has anything relevant to teach us this year, maybe it is this: The
lowly welcome his birth even as the political machinery plots his death. Foreigners,
outsiders, show up, not to take but to give. And God, this down to earth God who
reveals his love and mercy to all, will always show up in such surprising ways.
Come, Lord Jesus, be born anew in our hearts, our lives, and our world this Advent/
Christmas season.

Prayer Corner - Pray First
by Peggy Porter
Read Isaiah 37:1-29 and Psalm 20
“Hezekiah received the letter from the hand
of the messengers, and read it; and
Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord,
and spread it before the Lord.” Isaiah 37:14
When things go badly, our minds race in different
directions. Sometimes, we think of what we can do
ourselves. This is a predictable product of our pullyourself-up-by-your-bootstraps value system. Other
times, we may enlist the aid of family or friends. Often,
though, we forget where our very first distress call
should be directed.

Hezekiah’s prompt responses to a distressing letter from
Sennacherib was to go to the Lord in prayer. This is
what we mean when we say in the Small Catechism that
we are to call upon the Lord’s name “in every trouble.”
To fail to call upon the Lord is to fail to keep the Second
Commandment. Negligence of the Lord’s name is listed
right along with other abuses such as cursing and
lying. In Isaiah 37, we see how wonderfully our gracious
God answered Hezekiah’s prayer for deliverance.
God wants to hear our prayers too! The Lord doesn’t
promise to give us everything we want, but God will hear
and act according to God’s goodwill for us, which is far
better than our wisdom.
Pray: Lord, you answer me in the day of trouble and
every day! Help me to trust in you and call upon your
name. Amen.

President’s Page
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NRSV)
Thank you!

Thank you for attending the Faith Lutheran Church semi-annual meeting held November 13, for
unanimously approving the slate of candidates proposed to take on leadership responsibilities for our
church in 2017, for your trust in church leaders by endorsing their request to experiment in 2017 with new approaches to
carrying out church governance and ministry for Faith Lutheran Church, and for approving the recommended 2017
Mission Plan!
I want to give a special thanks to outgoing council members, people that have given their time to offer the gift of
leadership to carrying out Faith’s administrative duties and ministry. Those members completing three years of service
to the Executive Board include Joann Welton, Recording Secretary, and Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer. Elaine Gabriel,
Parish Ed, Roxy Funchess, Community Life, Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, and Terry Schlather, Youth and Family are
completing leadership for their respective council board positions. We appreciate your service, and I look forward to
seeing each of you engaging in Faith’s ministry in new ways beginning in 2017!

We also thank David Gohlke for his service as he completes his term as a Mission Fund Committee member, and welcome
Kathy Patrick to service on this committee.
In my message to you last month, I talked about gratitude, about being grateful. My inspiration for the focus on being
grateful came from the custodian who services the floor in the office building I work in. He is always cheerful, and when I
greet him with a “Good morning, how are you today?” he always responds “I’m grateful!”
I’m grateful for these friends and fellow members I have had the honor and privilege to serve with on church council.
Just a week or so ago, we celebrated Thanksgiving! A time to give thanks, to count our blessings, a time to be grateful. I
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

hope you were able to spend some time with family and friends while doing
so.
And now, as we enter the Christmas season, we take the opportunity to
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, God’s most precious
gift to the world! A gift not deserved, but one that gives us the freedom to
live life in confidence that we are bathed in forgiveness, forgiveness of sin,
paid for by the pain, suffering, and death of that very Savior.
That gift to use from God, while sacrificial, I believe gave God great joy! You
see, God loves each and every one of us more than we will ever be able to
understand. There is no end to what God would do for us, to claim us as
children. Even to the point of sacrificing God’s own Son for us. Giving gives
great joy. While we anticipate receiving gifts, and the joy that comes with it,
there is no doubt giving the gift is actually a more rewarding act. It brings even
more satisfaction than receiving!

Family Caroling,
Crafts and Cocoa!
Friday, December 9
6:30– 8:30 PM
On Friday, December 9,
the whole family is
welcome to join us on
this fun event that brings
such cheer and joy!
Please contact Jason
Houlihan at
jhoulihan@faithbellaire.
org with any questions.
We will meet in the Faith
Center Gym.

How will you give this Christmas season? Will you give money? Will you give
time? Will you dedicate your skills as a gift for others? I hope you will
consider giving in all three ways! You will find great joy in doing so!
I find great joy in being a member of Faith Lutheran Church. Joy brought
through relationships built with many people over the years, joy from serving
through the many opportunities provided to me for dong so. Joy from seeing
new families come through our doors, and joy in the memory of the faithful
service given by those called home by God. I hope you do too.
Because of this joy, and the gratitude I have for what this church home means
to me and my family, Barbara and I will give a special gift to Faith Lutheran
Church this Christmas season! I hope you will consider doing so too. Out of
your own gratitude, and joy, for the blessing this church is to you and your
family, for this God we serve, for this Savior we call Lord!
See you in church!
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Faith Day School Thanksgiving Feast

Annual Faith Lutheran
Community Thanksgiving Day Feast
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Parent’s Night Out
Friday, December 2 and 16 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old.
The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each additional child
(same household) with a $45 household max. You may pay
in cash at the door or online in advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give and select Parent's
Night Out. Please cancel reservations anytime prior to the event by email to
pno@faithbellaire.org or text message to 713-314-6738.
Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive
place for your child to go when you need a parent’s night out!

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

The fall is always a time of celebration here at Faith Schools. This year, we wrapped up
November with Thanksgiving celebrations at Mother’s Day Out and the Day School. At Mother’s
Day Out, each family signed up to bring a special treat to a mini-classroom feast. To please the
discriminating palates of our youngest students, families brought chicken nuggets, cheese
cubes, cut fruit and other delicacies. Yum! The Day School celebrated on a much larger scale.
Using virtually all of the tables and chairs on campus, the Day School staff pulled together to
serve nearly 250 guests at the Feast on Friday, November 18. Parents, grandparents, siblings
and special friends were all invited to this special event. The best part . . . Ms. Tonia’s turkey! Many families
asked for her secret recipe after the feast was over and marveled at how she had managed to cook such
delicious food on such a large scale.
The celebrations continue throughout this short month. At Mother’s Day Out and the Day School, the children
spend lots of time during the month creating, with the help of teachers, the perfect holiday gifts for their
parents. Day School children will sing at Advent services and will also spend time practicing for their Christmas
Program. What a special time when the children get to dress their best and perform special songs for their
parents and other guests. As a first this year, we will record the program and sell DVDs of the program as a
school fundraiser. With such a diverse community here, we also take the time to celebrate and explore winter
holidays from cultures around the world. In addition to a visit from a very special Santa, we will have a visit from
St. Nicholas and a Santa Lucia Day procession. Santa Lucia will be picked from our Bridge Kindergarten class
early in the week when a special student finds a rock in her pudding. In classrooms, the children will also study
other winter holiday traditions including Hanukkah and Kwanzaa.
After all of these festivities (crammed into two short weeks), we will take a much needed holiday break and will
be excited to return to school in January 2017. Happy Holidays!!!
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Christmas
Poinsettias
Women’s
Connection
It is aWomen's
tradition Connection
at Faith to celebrate
will meetChristmas
on December
with9poinsettias
inside the lobby
in the by
chancel
the church office at 9:30 AM.
is welcome!
area Everyone
for the glory
of God and in honor of loved ones. Poinsettias will be
You
should
join
us!on Sunday, December 18 and Saturday, December 24,
displayed at all services
Christmas Eve. They may be purchased for $9.00 (checks payable to Faith
For more information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
Lutheran
Church) with “poinsettias”
in the memo line. Please place checks in the
bcauthen1@gmail.com
or 281-630-8088.
offering plate or the church office. A sign-up table will be available in the lobby.
Deadline to Order: Sunday, December 11
Poinsettias may be picked up after the 7:30 PM Christmas Eve service through Sunday, January 1. Those that are
not picked up will be donated.

2017 Church Council
Beth Bruce, President

Evangeline Dai, Hospitality, Chair

Brian Taylor, Stewardship, Chair

Wendy Farner, Vice President

Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality

Jon Holmes, Stewardship

George Amundson, 2nd Vice President

Dave Gohlke, Parish Education, Chair

Jim Richman, Worship, Chair

Leslie Parkan, Treasurer

Eric Lerch, Parish Education

Barbara McDowell, Worship

Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Secretary

Art Grove, Property, Chair

Yvonne Moody, Youth and Family, Chair

Jim Brekke, Recording Secretary

Tom Dorman, Property

Courtney Fast, Youth and Family

Terry Amundson, Community Life, Chair Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry, Chair
Mayra Marshall, Community Life

Beverly Sones, Social Ministry

Women’s Connection
Women's Connection will meet
on Wednesday, December 14
to prepare lunch in the Faith
Center Kitchen.
Everyone is welcome!
For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will
meet on Thursday, December
1 at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come
hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are
provided. Socializing with the group is so joyful.
All are welcome!
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Gift Giving
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

A monk was traveling in the mountain and a villager met him on
the road, saying “I cannot believe this.” The monk said, “What is it
you cannot believe?” The villager said, “I had a dream about you
last night. In my dream God said to me, ‘Tomorrow morning you
will leave the village around noon and you will meet a wandering
monk.’ My heart skipped a beat when I caught a glimpse of you in
the distance. You are the person I am supposed to meet.” “What
else did God say to you?” asked the monk. And the villager replied, “God said to
me, ‘If the monk gives you a precious stone he has, you will be the richest man
in the whole world.’ Do you have the precious stone? Will you please give me
the stone?” The monk said, “Wait a minute” as he rummaged in his little
knapsack and took out a precious stone, holding it in front of the villager. “You
want to have this?” The man couldn't believe his eyes because it was a
diamond—the largest diamond in the world. With great hope and expectation,
he summoned courage to ask the monk, “You will give this to me, won’t you?”
“Of course, you can have it,” said the monk. “I found it in a clear stream. Now it
is yours.”

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

10:50 AM
12:00 PM

FCF Bible Study

The man held the diamond with utter amazement and great joy. Instead of
going home, he sat under a tree and was immersed in thoughts the rest of the
day. Toward the evening he went back to the tree where the monk was sitting,
and said, “I have been thinking all day. I know how precious this diamond is. You
must know it to be extremely valuable, too. But I give it back to you and want
you to do me another favor.” “What?” said the monk. “Could you please give
me the riches that make it possible for you to give this diamond away so
readily?”

Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

The best part of Christmas is gift giving and exchange. I pray that when we give
Christmas presents, we give out of the riches of the heart. I especially pray that
we all appreciate the source of all our riches—Jesus Christ. Apostle Paul
wrote, “For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might
become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) Jesus was the dinner guest of Simon the
Pharisee. A sinful woman crashed the party. She took a flask of expensive
perfume and poured the contents on Jesus’ head. Her action was criticized by
the other guests: “What a waste.” “It should have been sold and given to the
poor.” Jesus, however, defended the woman, “Leave her alone. She has done a
beautiful thing to me.” Jesus prized the woman’s expensive gift because he
knew it was given out of the riches of her heart. “Therefore I tell you, her sins,
which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little,
loves little.” (Luke 7:47-48)
Zacchaeus was a crooked tax collector. But one day he decided to give half of all
his possessions to the poor and to pay back four times the amount to all whom
he had cheated. What caused his change of heart? His encounter with Jesus.
Jesus offered to him the greatest gift that money could not buy: “Today
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Grace Bags and Homeless Lunches
Have you experienced what it’s like to give dignity and respect to a
panhandler instead of cash? Don’t miss this blessing. Our middle
schoolers made Grace Bags during their Sunday morning learning
group time as a service project. Please remember to give your name
and ask for theirs. Prayer is a great equalizer of power. You are not
the only one with something to offer, but what you have to offer
with a Grace Bag is helpful. A $5 donation to cover the cost of the
Grace Bag and a homeless lunch for two people on the streets is
requested.

salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save
the lost.” (Luke 19:1-10) Zacchaeus was lost when he sought salvation in money and material possessions. When the
gift of true salvation was offered to him by Jesus, he gladly gave his worldly wealth away. What is the nature of the gift
of salvation that Jesus gave to him? It was God’s unconditional love and acceptance and forgiveness.
The Bible says, “We love because God first loved us.” (1 John 4:19) God is the most generous gift-giver and God outgives all of us. With that in mind, let us give Christmas presents to family, friends, and those in need with a joyful and
grateful heart, knowing that God has already poured out great riches of his grace to us through Jesus Christ.

WELCA Offering
Thank you women of Faith Lutheran for giving generously to the annual WELCA
Thankoffering in the amount of $1,458.00. We have been blessed in so many ways
and have responded to those blessings with your gifts. Since the collection from Faith
and other churches represents a large portion of the revenue of the WELCA
organization, our gifts will be received with appreciation. Each year we receive a letter
of acknowledgment for our gift and words of gratitude from Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Thank you again with God’s blessing on you!
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The Elusive Sabbath
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

The Advent Wreath

Why is it so hard to take a break? Even as I type this, it is early in the
evening on one of my days off. What is it that made me open the
laptop and start typing this article on a Saturday evening? I could
postpone it. I have time to finish this article during the week ahead.
I could be doing any number of other things right now. I could read
a book. I could play a board game with my kids. I could make a cup
of hot chocolate and enjoy the break. Instead I’m typing this article.
Sabbath is a concept that you already know. It is a spiritual practice. There is
something inherently spiritual about our ceasing to work. God could have created
the world and the story could have moved on. But the rest is there for a reason.
Not so much because God was weary from the heavy lifting of creation, but
because we get weary. We are the ones who need to cease working. And God, who
always does what is good and best for us, models the best practices for life.

One of the best-known
customs for the season is the
Advent wreath. The wreath
and winter candle-lighting in
the midst of growing
darkness strengthen some of
the Advent images found in
the Bible. The unbroken
circle of greens is clearly an
image of everlasting life, a
victory wreath, the crown of
Christ, or the wheel of time
itself. Christians use the
wreath as a sign that Christ
reaches into our time to lead
us to the light of everlasting
life. The four candles mark
the progress of the four
weeks of Advent and the
growth of light. Sometimes
the wreath is embellished
with natural dried flowers of
fruit. Its evergreen branches
lead the household and
the congregation to the
evergreen Christmas tree. In
many homes, the family
gathers for prayer around
the wreath.

It is the same with music. Music is not just continuous sound. Music is the dialogue
of sound and silence. One of the most common mistakes that ensembles make is
playing or singing during the rests. The squiggly lines are there for a reason. Music
is not music without the rests. Great music draws you into its silence. What
musicians don’t play or sing between the notes is just as important as the notes.
For music to work, there must be rests.
I know why I am typing on my day off. It is productivity. My self-worth is conjoined
to my ability to get stuff done. My identity is wrapped up in what I am able to
produce. If I’m not producing something, then I’m not being who I am meant to be.
And that is a lie. God did not make me to be a cog on a wheel or a machine in an
assembly line. I am God’s child. My self-worth is dependent on who loves me, not
what I get done. My identity is claimed in the waters of baptism, not my output.
If you struggle with Sabbath, don’t feel bad. I do too. As the year winds down and
the holidays approach, I hope you will not skip over the rests. The notes don’t
sustain forever. You have to take a breath to keep the music going.
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Faith Camp 2017
Agents of Hope
Faith Camp 2017 Camper Registration opens January 1.
Director and Manager applications close on December
11, 2016. Applications for all other positions close
on January 31, 2016.

For more information or to fill out an application, go to
www.faithbellaire.org/learning/faith-camp.

Jingle Bell Express is coming to town!
Jingle Bell Express was created in 1980 by CCSC to
provide Christmas joy to families who might otherwise
be unable to celebrate the holidays.
How can you help?
 Return your cradle by
Sunday, December 4
to the lobby.
Including a baby doll
would make a perfect
gift!
 Volunteer during the
sort, set-up, and distribution phases. This is a great
way for your children to help you and be a blessing
themselves!
 New toys and books are needed for donation for
children ages 0-15 years. The highest needs are for
quality infant/toddler toys, as well as for teenagers.
Where to go for distribution?
Bellaire United Methodist Church
4417 Bellaire Blvd., Bellaire, TX 77401
When is distribution?
Tuesday, December 6

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday December 10, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Drop the children off for a morning with Santa, crafts,
food, and more while you get all that shopping done.
$25 for the first child, $15 for each additional child, and
a max of $60 per family.
$10 for extended care from 1-3 PM.
All proceeds benefit the 2017 High School trip.
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Hanging of the Greens and Cookie Share
Saturday, December 3 @ 9:00 AM
The best way to get in the Christmas spirit is by hanging
ornaments on a tree, snacking on something sweet, and
humming along to holiday classics!
The whole family is able to help us with this event. We need
lots of hands because we have lots of decorations. Bring three
dozen of your favorite holiday cookies or dessert and when
we’re finished you can take home a sampling of what
everyone brought.

Danger in the Manger
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

In the Church calendar, the Advent season is the four weeks leading up to Christmas, and Christmas
is a twelve-day season that begins on Christmas Day. This is the time of year you and I wait in
expectation. It is a time to celebrate the coming and birth of Jesus, a baby the Church says is God
incarnate. But what does, “God with us” mean, anyway? That is the definition of Emmanuel. I’m
quite pluralistic when it comes to the winter holidays. Celebrate whatever you want, in whatever
way is meaningful to you. You can wish me Happy Holidays, Happy Hanukkah, Season’s Greetings,
or Merry Christmas as it pleases you. I have no interest in dictating how, when, or what anyone else should
celebrate at this time of year. But for me, the Incarnation matters for the most orthodox of Christian reasons. Any
belief system that claims that sin is not real or dangerous, that humans are all essentially good and not really in
need of any saving, is not a belief system I can sign on for. I believe that sin is real, evil is real, that we need a
Savior, and that Jesus was and still is that Savior.
Advent is a season of expectancy and anticipation, a season of hope, peace, and joy. Those feelings are quite
difficult to muster in a world that seems so full of tragedy. 2016 has brought us more Syrian refugees, the Pulse
Nightclub massacre, Hurricane Matthew’s destruction of Haiti, murder of police, Isis, white nationalism, the
hottest year on record, the Glendale High School shooting, and more police killings. How do we rejoice? How do
we feel anything other than confusion, pain, anger, and hurt? What can the birth of a baby do in our midst?

There is another side to our struggle this year. Maybe God is waiting on us? When you look at the world and all
the pain that surrounds us, what would it look like if we did not simply wait, but take action with full divine
confidence? Maybe what the world needs is less “thoughts and prayers” and more conviction to act. This
conviction begins in the most inner place at first, and then works its way outward. My hope, then, cannot be
controlled by external conflict, but comes from a place of internal calm and peace. May that peace guide you and I
through this Advent season and into 2017.
Prayer: Today, I choose to be hopeful, to see things not as they are but how they should be. I choose to embrace
my hurts, my anxieties, my doubts, my fears, and my faithlessness and to look within for a presence of hope. May
love lead me to peace, peace lead me to hope, and hope lead me to act for justice’s sake. Amen.

13
13

Second Sunday Organ Tours
December 11

anything except the pipes, and kids under 12
need a grown-up to join them (it's pretty steep
in the choir loft).

For years, folks of all sizes and ages have asked if
they can see our 1985 Visser-Rowland organ,
usually after worship. When there's time, Alan is
delighted to show the organ console, chests and
pipes, to young and old, even allowing anyone
to play it.

We'll limit the visits to 15 minutes, but you can
come as often as you like! We think that
everyone will appreciate this beautiful and
fascinating gift with which we praise God
every Sunday!

If you want to experience the 1,828-pipe
treasure on the second Sunday of December
after the Heritage and Gathering worship
services, there are only two rules: you can touch

Midweek Advent Worship

Christmas Eve Worship

December 7, 14, and 21
at 11:45 AM
Lunch will be served afterwards in the
Faith Center.

December 24
4:00 PM Heritage
(Children's Message)
5:30 PM The Gathering
(English/Chinese Bilingual)
7:30 PM Heritage

Lessons and Carols
for Advent
December 11
at 8:30 AM and 10:50 AM
Join us during both worship services for
special Advent music!

Children’s Christmas Program
December 15
at 7:00 PM
Faith Center

Sunday, December 25
10:00 AM One Service
Sunday, January 1
10:00 AM One Service
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Upcoming Lutherhill Ministry Camps
Camps for Families

Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to our
facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative
wing. The office staff will buzz
you in if the office doors are
locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s
a matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in. Thank
you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office
hours.

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Spring Family Retreat
April 21-23, 2017
Cost: $80 (13 years & older)/$55 (12 & under)

Camps for Elementary
Alpha’s (3 Day Camp)
June 11-14, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 1st grade)
Youngn’s
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 2nd or 3rd grade)
Yearlings
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 4th to 6th grade)

Camps for Junior High
Junior High Summer Camp
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA

Faith Camp
July 10-14, 2017
July 17-21, 2017
July 24-28, 2017
Cost: $130

For more information and registration, go to
www.lutherhill.org or call 888-266-4613.
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - December 2016
8:30 AM

December 4

December 11

December 18

December 25
(One Worship at 10 AM)

Acolyte

Dylan McGouldrick

Andrew Strickland

Zach Michaud

Audrey DeKunder

Crucifer

JD Jones

Alice Tian

Nate Michaud

Andrew Strickland

Lector

Doug Elsen

Lessons & Carols

Carl Watson

Communion
Assistants

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Lessons & Carols

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Janice Decker

Asst Minister

Joann Welton

Lessons & Carols

Don Hodde

Don Hodde

Ushers

Art Grove
Carl Watson

Art Grove
Carl Watson

Cory and LaRae Nelson

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Lessons & Carols

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

10:50 AM

December 4

December 11

Anna Stock

December 18

Acolytes

Andy Allen
Andrew Strickland

Trevor Groenewold
Nicholas Groenewold

Emma Voosen
Dillion Williams

Communion
Assistants

Kelley Keller
Susan Tallman

Lessons & Carols

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Asst Minister

Janice Decker

Lessons & Carols

Sam Kennedy

Ushers

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Dave and Wendy Farner

Susan Tallman
Roxy Funchess

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Lessons & Carols

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond to the Planning
Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled during the
month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org
or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

Sun

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM FCF Bible (300)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

4

11
8:30 AM Lessons and Carols (Sanc)
9:45 AM FCF Bible (300)
10:50 AM Lessons and Carols (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:00 PM Organ Tour
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

18

25

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM FCF Bible (300)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:30 PM HS Night (Off campus)
6:30 PM Al-Anon (300)

Christmas Day
10:00 AM Christmas Day Worship
(Sanc)
6:30 PM Al– Anon (300)

Mon

December 2016 - Calendar of Events
Thu

7

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:45 PM Exec. Board Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

8

Wed

6

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Midweek Advent Worship
12:30 PM Lunch (FC)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Board
Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Young Adults ( Off Campus)
8:00 PM AA (300)

15

Tue

1

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board
7:00 PM First Place for Health
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)

14

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

13

5

12

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM FLDS Christmas Program
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Midweek Advent Worship
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM Bellaire Moms of Multiples
7:30 PM Young Adults (Off Campus)
8:00 PM AA (300)

Fri

6:00 PM PNO (FC)
6:30 PM FaithChinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Caroling and Cocoa( FC)
8:00PM AA Co-Ed (300)

2

9

16

23

6:00 PM PNO (FC)
6:30 PM Faith Chinese Gathering
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

SCHOOL CLOSED

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:30 PM Church Council Meeting
7:00 PM First Place for Health
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

SCHOOL CLOSED

22
SCHOOL CLOSED

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

21
SCHOOL CLOSED

3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM AA Men Only (300)
7:30 PM Faith Choir

20

SCHOOL CLOSED

3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:30 PM Young Adults (Off Campus)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

19

6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Place for Health
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Sat

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306
9:00 AM Hanging of Greens
12:00 PM All hands on Deck (FH)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Breakfast w Santa (FC)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

School Holiday
9:00 AM Council Orientation
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Christmas Eve
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
4:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship
5:30 PM Christmas Eve Worship
7:30 PM Christmas Eve Worship

Office/School Closed

30

Office/School Closed

29
Office/School Closed

28
Office/School Closed

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

New Years Eve
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
4:00 PM Cornerstone

27
Office/School Closed

3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

3:00 PM Cornerstone
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

26
CHURCH HOLIDAY
Office/School Closed

3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

3

10

17

24

31

