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Teach us to Pray 
 

Few of us can remember 

the last time someone 

tried to teach us how to 

deepen our prayer lives.  

We can fix that. 

 

I put together a prayer 

workshop that does two 

things—it helps us better 

understand ourselves and 

our “prayer type,” and it 

allowed me to put 

together several different 

prayer forms that I have 

personally benefited from. 

 

We held the first 

workshop in January and I 

was so pleased to have 22 

people participate. We are 

going to gather for a 

“reunion time” on 

Saturday, February 15, 

from 10:00—11:30 AM to 

share what we have 

discovered as we have 

tried on some new ways to 

pray. 

 

I am going to lead another 

workshop on Saturday, 

March 15 again from 9:00 

AM - 12:00 PM. I would 

love to gather another 

large group.  I will 

continue to set aside the 

third Saturday mornings of 

the month to help us focus 

on prayer. 

So there I was, heading into 2014, reading a book about faith, 

food, and fitness, knowing that I would soon be preparing a 

Sunday morning message on healing, and I realized that the 

time had come to look more closely at my bad habits. Chief 

among them, eating too much of the wrong kinds of food, 

wondering just how much I would end up weighing before 

turning it around. 

 

I thought the same thing at the same time last year. So I lost 30 pounds in six 

months and then spent the next six months gaining them all back. The time has 

come to make a lifestyle change. To try some new things that might last a lifetime. 

 

Looking out at the life of our congregation, I have many of the same thoughts.  

There are some absolutely wonderful things going on in the life of our 

congregation. We’re doing things today that no one would have thought possible 

five years ago. But I see the signs of things that tell me that we are not yet where 

God needs us to be.  The issue isn’t church growth, it is church health. 

 

It wasn’t that I was unhappy with life in December. I was just unhappy to weigh 350 

pounds. So it is with our congregation. We are in a good place, but I think that we—

and I know that I—would benefit from some lifestyle changes toward the goal of 

better congregational health. 

 

For example, I want to learn how to do a much better job of meeting people where 

they are in their life/spiritual journey and then slowly guide them into a deeper, 

richer, more rewarding relationship with God and God’s church. But I’m going to 

need a strong team to help me. Gone are the days when “signing new members 

up” was helpful.  We’ve reached the days when we have to be prepared to rethink 

everything and walk much more closely with new people. My Sunday morning 

Learning Group is helping me figure out what this might look like. 

 

We are blessed with lots of fantastic volunteers and leaders at Faith, but we can do 

better. It is too easy for people to sit on the sidelines at Faith. That doesn’t serve 

them nor does it help us to our capacity as a congregation. We want to help all 

people, not just new people, into healthier discipleship practices and patterns.  

 

Faith Camp is a wonderful program that serves our community and helps us grow 

young leaders. But how well do we follow up after camp is over? To what degree do 

we leverage the leadership skills of our young people in our Youth and Family 

ministry?  I’ve been talking with Jennifer about this and will continue to do so. We 

want a stellar Youth and Family ministry at Faith — our kids and families need that. 

 

The Faith Chinese Fellowship is beginning to come together. Pastor Tan is doing a 

great job leading that ministry. But I haven’t—actually few of us have—figured out 

how to rearrange my Sunday afternoons in order to be more present in that 

ministry. We have to figure that out. Our goal is leading new people to faith, not to 

create a separate community. We need to become bridges bearing witness to the 

power of God in our lives. We will all benefit from that. 

 

And finally, we continue to gather monthly for the 6TEN service. I would love to see 

that happen weekly but I don’t know when, or if, that will happen. We need a 

critical mass of people, say 30 or more, to justify the time and energy that service 

requires. I know our motives are good, the need is there, but I’m wondering if it will 

take root and take off. I really hope it does. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 

2 



Read Luke 2:21-40 

 

"Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 

Israel, and for a sign that is opposed." Luke 2:34 

 

Forty days after Jesus' birth, Mary and Joseph took the firstborn on 

his first trip to the temple in Jerusalem and presented him to the 

Lord.  This solemn rite dedicated Jesus to serve God and publicly 

acknowledged God's claim on him. God the Father had a special 

claim on this Child. This Child promised to Adam and Eve would 

cement the covenant between God and his people. The prophet 

Isaiah called this Child "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." Simeon cradled this Child in 

his arms and, moved by the Spirit, said, "My eyes have seen your 

salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 

Israel." 

 

Between Bethlehem's stable and Calvary's cross, Jesus grew in Spirit, 

in wisdom, and in favor with God. He lived dedicated to his Father, 

pure and holy, full of love and grace. Yet in his perfection, he 

encountered opposition and rejection. In this world of sin, we, too, 

are opposed and hated. Yes, even persecuted. Like Simeon, in faith 

we embrace our Lord and rejoice in his faithfulness. Remember, God 

claims us as his children because Jesus remained faithful from the 

manger to the cross. 

 

Pray: Thank You, Lord Jesus, for living and dying 

for our salvation. Amen. 

Stewardship Corner - Two Great Questions 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will 

either hate the one and love the other, or be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and wealth.” Matthew 6:24 

 

Jesus says we can have only one master. We live 

in a materialistic society where many people 

serve money. They spend all their lives collecting 

and storing it, only to die and leave it behind. Their desire for 

money and what it can buy far outweighs their commitment to God 

and spiritual matters. On the other hand Jesus contrasts heavenly 

values with earthly values when he says that our first loyalty should 

be to those things that do not fade, cannot be stolen or used up, 

and never wear out. The great question for us is which one of the 

two will we choose? Jesus is calling for a decision that allows us to 

live contentedly with whatever we have because we have chosen 

what is eternal and lasting. 

 

No generation in history has had as many material blessings as we 

have today, and no generation has faced the challenges of dealing 

with possessions as intensely as we have. Our choices make 

practical differences in a world that is increasingly overwhelmed 

with stuff. 

 

Through the eyes of Jesus the wealth question was never about the 

quantity of what we have, but always about the quality of what we 

do, or don’t do, with what we have (i.e., the widows mite, the rich 

young ruler, and Zacchaeus are great examples). We can earn 

money and have possessions so that we can provide food for the 

hungry, help others, and provide hospitality to the stranger. 

Serving God and having wealth is possible if we meet one condition. 

We have to understand our role as stewards. We cannot have 

wealth and serve God until we are clear that God is the owner and 

we are the stewards of all that continues to belong to God. We 

must constantly try to gain a clearer understanding of having 

versus owning. 

 

The biblical witness is that we are to love our neighbor, care 

for the poor, care for the earth, and care for all else that has 

been entrusted to us. To live faithfully, we must ask ourselves 

two great questions. The first is, “Who does my wealth belong 

to?” and secondly, “Why has it been given to me?” 

Two great questions. How do we respond? 

 

HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK IN OUR CHURCH? 

Since November the people of Faith have been urged to 

consider contributing to the Stepping Out in Faith Capital 

Campaign, in addition to regular giving to the General Fund, in 

order to reduce our mortgage loan balance to $900,000.00 by 

years end of 2013. By doing so, we would not have to 

renegotiate our loan with the bank at considerable legal 

expense as well as a higher interest rate. As this congregation 

has done since its inception in 1946, the response was 

tremendous. A total of $48,000.00 donated for the Capital 

Campaign has reduced the loan balance to below $900,000.00 

and saved us $1,000.00 per month in interest. Thank you 

people of Faith. You are great. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

On Saturday morning, December 28, 2013, the Gethsemane 

Food Pantry team from Faith served 122 people (41 family 

units) which is a record for our team. Great job folks! 

 

 

3 Prayer Corner - Faithful from Manger to Cross 
by Peggy Porter 



Thank you again to the Boihem family for coupling a great 

Family Service Project with the Launch of our Winter Season 

of Learning.  

 

200 Lunches 

were made, 

flannel scarves 

were cut, and 

truckloads of 

donated 

blankets and 

winter wear 

were sorted 

and then 

everything was 

delivered to 

our homeless 

brothers and 

sisters on 

Houston’s 

streets. Thanks 

to all who 

donated, 

helped, and 

delivered. 

Launch Day  

Winter Season of Learning 2014 

Confirmation Girls Go Ice Skating 

(Thanks Mentors Terri and Wendy) 

2014 Faith Camp Managers 

Paul Hodde - Camp Manager 

Gina Castillo - Assistant Camp Manager 

As the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo kick off later this 

month, we want you to have the chance to be in charge of 

your own Trail Boss Team!  On Sunday, February 23 and 

March 2 you will have the opportunity to bid on a team of 

High Schoolers raising money to get to South Dakota this 

Summer.  Consider bidding on a team for an ill or elderly 

neighbor or friend who might need some help around the 

house/yard. The teams go to 

the highest bidder so dig 

deep! As always, we are 

grateful for your support of 

our Youth Ministry. 

High School Mission Trip Fundraiser -  

Trail Boss Auction in February 
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The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is to follow Jesus Christ 

in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love. The Faith 

Chinese Fellowship was lunched four months ago with the 

same missional purpose. The flyer of the Faith Chinese 

Fellowship has the phrase: 认识基督 人生祝福,  meaning 

“knowing Christ leads to a blessed life.” The flyer also has 

three Chinese characters: 信 (faith), 望 (hope), 爱 (love). 

 

But why do we as a congregation make the commitment to share the good 

news of Jesus Christ with the Chinese community? In order to answer this 

question adequately I want us to ask the second question: “who needs Jesus 

Christ anyway?” “Everyone in this world,” is my answer. Not just the poor, the 

wicked, and the wretched, but also the rich, the righteous, and the successful. If 

we do not believe that humanity’s greatest need and also greatest blessing is to 

know and follow Jesus Christ, then our desire and motivation to share the good 

news of Jesus Christ is not going to be compelling, authentic, and contagious 

enough to attract people to Jesus Christ. Turn the pages of the New Testament, 

everywhere it says, “Life without Christ is not worth living.”    

 

Look at the conversion story of Apostle Paul, the greatest missionary of early 

Christianity. Before coming to faith in Jesus Christ, he was a proud and staunch 

Pharisee and had many colorful feathers in his cap: “circumcised on the eighth 

day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 

of Hebrews, as to the law, a Pharisee, as to the zeal, a persecutor of the church; 

as to righteousness under the law, blameless” (Philippians 3:5-6), “extremely 

zealous for the traditions of my ancestors,” excelled his peers “in 

Judaism” (Galatians 1:14). He was the new star and had everything he needed 

to have a bright and successful future. But he was not quite as happy and 

content as you and I would have thought. The new Jesus movement caught his 

attention and stirred up a great deal of hatred and aversion in his heart. He 

took it upon himself to nip the new religious movement in the bud. Intent on 

exterminating the new faith, Paul went out of his way to travel to Damascus to 

undertake the persecution of Christians there. 

 

“Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 

heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 

him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" 

The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:3-5). The great 

light left him temporarily blind but paradoxically engendered a complete 

transformation of his spiritual vision. From that moment on Paul saw 

everything, including his former program for righteousness and success, with 

new eyes. 

 

 

(article continued on page 14) 

 

 

Who Needs Jesus Anyway? 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 

Chinese New Year 

Friday, February 7 
 

Don’t miss this 

chance to celebrate 

and learn from our 

friends from the 

Orient! There will be 

food, games, crafts, 

dances, songs, and 

decorations to bring 

in the Year of the 

Horse! 

 

Join us at 6:45 PM in 

the Faith Center! 
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Women’s Weekend Away  

March 7-9 

Get away and relax with your girlfriends at Lutherhill 

for a weekend of pampering. Come and leave all 

your worries behind through a massage or 

manicure/pedicure. Renew through motivational 

and meaningful messages from our women’s group 

speaker. Enjoy sunset wine and appetizers on the 

porch of Carby Chapel. $150 per person. Register 

online at www.lutherhill.org. 
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Each morning, we take for granted the blessing of being able to 

get up, take a shower, and brush our teeth. For our homeless 

brothers and sisters, obtaining these simple blessings is a daily 

struggle. This month, our Family Service Project challenges us 

to “Be a Blessing” by preparing “We Care Kits.” Each of these 

kits will include the following basic necessities for personal 

hygiene: 

• A washcloth or handi-wipes 

• A toothbrush 

• Toothpaste 

• A disposable razor 

• Small shaving cream 

• All-in-one bodywash and shampoo 

• Deodorant 

 

These items will be placed in a gallon sized plastic bag, together with this verse from 3 John 1: “Beloved, I pray that all 

may go well with you and that you may be in good health.” We will deliver these “We Care Kits” with our homeless 

lunches and will make any extras available to the Grace Bag ministry. There are three ways you can help. 

 

Individual Bags: If you wish, you can go to the dollar store to buy the items and make as many bags as you wish. In total, 

the items listed above will cost about $6.25 for each bag. Pray before you go about what it means to love your neighbor 

as yourself; ask those with you to imagine what it would be like to live on the street without these simple necessities. 

Then buy what is needed to make the bags and bring them to church on February 9, 16, or 23. 

 

Bulk Option: As an exercise in good stewardship, we can also pool our resources to buy items in bulk and make the bags 

together, as a church family. Buying items in bulk will allow us to make many more bags (so long as we have many 

helping hands to make them). If enough people participate, the costs of each bag would be lower by 1/3. If you wish, you 

can donate funds to support a bulk purchase of the necessary items. Please try to get your check in by February 16, so 

we will know how many items to buy. 

  

Help Assemble Bags: We will gather as a church family in the Fellowship Hall during coffee time on February 23 to 

assemble bags from items purchased in bulk. Please bring as many helping hands as possible, because “many hands 

make short work.” 

February Faith Family Service Project - “We Care Kits” 
by Kathy Patrick 



Mission Moment — Bring Joy to the World 
by Christine Kuehl, Gulf Coast Synod Mission Interpreter Coordinator  

Today over 240 ELCA missionaries are heeding God’s call to share the good news of Jesus 

Christ. Some are teachers, others are doctors and others are pastors in some of the fastest 

growing churches around the world. Others still are young adults engaging in a life-changing 

year of global service. They all serve in response to invitations from our global companions 

in more than 40 countries. 

 

No matter where or how they serve, every one of these missionaries needs your prayers, 

support, and gifts to succeed in their work. Your gift connects you directly to these 

missionaries and enables you to participate in what God is doing around the world. You 

make their life-changing ministry happen. 

 

Thanks to your support, missionaries like the Rev. Justin and Kari Eller are working alongside 

our companions in Christ throughout South America. They are making a difference through 

their involvement with ELCA projects like these: 

 

 

• Seminary education in Argentina 

• Primary health care in Chile 

• Microcredit in Bolivia 

• Mission outreach in Peru 

• Support for children in Brazil 

• Christian education in Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

Kari says about the Lutherans in Bolivia, “We see the Bible come alive in 

hospitality, like a shawl put on your shoulders when you are cold. It’s a place 

where God’s glory can be seen in the perseverance of the women and men who, 

despite years of discrimination, continue to live a life that shines the light of Christ.” Your gifts help make the Ellers’ ministry 

happen and bring joy to this world. Thank you!! 

 

To find out more about other missionaries or to make a gift to ELCA missionaries today, visit:  www.ELCA.org/globalchurch/

donate 

 

We cannot be quiet about what we have seen and heard! Acts 4:20 

Motives 
Why are we doing church? 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life. 

• We practice radical hospitality. 

• We value discipleship over membership. 

• We desire spiritual renewal. 

• We believe in community involvement. 
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So, if I haven’t already told you ad nauseam, at the time I am writing 

this, I am on my last day of a 10-day juice fast. Now believe me, 

everyone has their opinions on juicing and fasting and juice-fasting. I 

know this because I heard all of them over the course of this 10-day 

journey. No one felt the need to hold back when they found out that 

I was doing this. I heard things like, “That’s not good for you.” “Oh, 

I’ve done all kinds of diets.” “My uncle’s best friend’s cat’s previous 

owner lost 57 pounds in a week not eating anything but (insert 

something absurd here).” 

 

Now, that’s not what this was for me. I am not a crash diet - gotta loose 14 pounds by 

tomorrow - kinda girl. So I take light offense to those who viewed my participation in this 

that way. And for the record, although spiritual practices was not my motivation, people 

have been safely fasting for thousands of years. Heck, even Jesus fasted in the wilderness 

for 40 days - without juice. Yes, I need to shed some weight, but this experience was of far 

more interest to me than just weight loss. It all started like this… 

 

I was looking for a movie from Netflix on January 3. This movie, “Fat, Sick, and Nearly 

Dead” came on as a New Year’s Recommendation. It had a health documentary look to it - 

and it was free - so I decided to watch it. By the end, I was sold on juicing for its health 

benefits and bought into the idea of “REBOOTING” my health. A health REBOOT allowed 

me to excuse myself from cokes, coffee, refined flour, sugar, and processed foods for 10 

days. 10 days to recalibrate my cravings, portions, meal planning, and attention to what I 

put into my body for fuel. Now, there were some nights that I cheated. I would sometimes 

eat a carrot while I was juicing a carrot. Or eat a stalk of celery while I was juicing celery, 

and one night I just felt the need to use my teeth and decided to cheat. I could have had 

nachos, pizza, ice cream, whatever!!! But what I really wanted was some cooked red 

cabbage and kidney beans - WHAT?!!? The reboot was working! I was craving healthy 

things...not unhealthy. 

 

Through this experience, I have learned that we answer the call of hunger with empty 

calories. And what ends up happening is that we remain hungry because our bodies need 

NOURISHMENT not calories. I look forward to taking the reigns back tomorrow  and being 

in charge of my own eating again. And I will be very intentional about feeding my body 

50% fruits and vegetables from now on. I will be very intentional about feeding my body 

sustaining nourishment that will make me healthier. 

 

OK, so now what? Now, I take another long look at myself and say, “where else in my life 

do I need a REBOOT?” The whole time I was on this juice fast, I did not exercise. The 

shopping, prep work, juicing, bottling, and clean up was so laborious that there was never 

any time for that. So I would like to REBOOT my exercise life. I would like to add some 

running back into my life, but also try something new - like maybe yoga.  And what about 

my spiritual life? In what ways can I REBOOT and recalibrate myself there? I see that some 

of my pastor friends use their walking-the-dog time as a prayer time-out. I can do that! 

And what about my financial life, how can I REBOOT there? I never carry any debt outside 

of my mortgage and car loan, but I could budget better. 

 

My point is this. We all get in ruts. Life, even with all of its wonderment and surprises, can 

still be numbing at times. With God’s help we have the power to REBOOT whatever parts 

need waking up. I am thankful to have started with my health. It will give me the energy to 

keep going and REBOOT other areas of my life. You and I know each other because of God. 

We are a part of a faith family together. Therefore, I care about your spiritual life...and 

your family’s spiritual life. How can I help you all REBOOT and grow deeper in your faith? 

 
 

Here's What I'm Thinking… 
by Jennifer Finley, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Rebecca-Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, February 

6 at 10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts are 

provided. Socializing with 

the group is so joyful.  All 

are welcome!!   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-

3628. 

Women’s Ministry 

Women's Connection will  

meet at 9:30 AM, 

February 11 . 

 

For more information 

about the Women’s 

Connection, please 

contact Brenda Cauthen 

at bcauthen1@gmail.com 

or 281-630-8088. 
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We will go to first 

learn about a culture 

that is rich in history 

and spirituality, and 

then to serve in 

whatever ways we can 

be helpful. These are 

proud people deeply 

affected by poverty. 

Although federal 

funding is available to the Lakota 

people, they choose not to accept their 

full share on principle. 

 

Standing Rock contains the land where 

the famous chief Sitting Bull was born 

and tragically killed.  Our week (July 12-

19, 2014) will include much about the 

life and culture of the Lakota. We will 

also visit the Oklahoma Bombing 

Memorial on our journey. 

 

Please support our youth in our 

fundraising again this year through the 

Trail Boss Auction, Easter Breakfast, and 

Stock Sales. We look forward to sharing 

our experiences and the ways we saw 

God working during our trip at the 3rd 

Annual Stockholders Dinner on Sunday, 

September 7. 

High School Summer 

Mission Trip - Standing 

Rock Indian Reservation in 

South Dakota 

Congregational Meeting 

February 9 @ 12:15 PM - Faith Center 

On February 9 we will meet in the Faith 

Center to have lunch, approve the 2013 

Annual Report, and discuss any other 

congregational topics for 2014. 

New Message Series 

Starts February 2 

February 2 Abraham and Sarah: A Long Life Together 

February 9 Ruth and Naomi: Suddenly Single 

February 16 Mary and Martha: Community 

February 23 Paul and Barnabus: Friendship 

Visit us online 

FaithBellaire.org 
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Special Parent’s Night Out 

February 14 

6:00 - 10:00 PM Faith Center 

Our Spring kickoff will come on a sweet day: 

February 14, 2014! We will offer a very special 

price for a very special night. $25 for the first child 

and $10 for each additional child. $45 max per 

household. Space will be limited so RSVP now to 

ensure you will have space on this very popular 

night. RSVP at PNO@faithbellaire.org or sign up 

on the back of the Connection Card. 



6TEN Experience on February 9 

Our newest worship experience at Faith will next take 

place on Sunday, February 9. 6TEN usually lasts 50 

minutes and meets in the Faith Center gym. It is 

completely different from Sunday morning worship. 

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple of reasons. One, 

because the experience will begin at 6:10 PM. The name 

also comes from a story in the Bible about Jesus healing a 

man with a withered hand. Luke 6:10 says, “After looking 

around at all of them, he said to him, "Stretch out your 

hand." He did so, and his hand was healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an experience of gratitude and 

healing.” Through holy communion, anointing with oil, 

music, and candle lighting we will give thanks for God’s 

restoration and redemption. Everyone is welcome. 

 

Doug Elsen, President 

Kathy Patrick, Vice President 

Don Hodde, 2nd Vice President 

Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer 

George Adams, Financial Secretary 

Joann Welton, Recording Secretary 

Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality, chair 

Carl Watson, Hospitality 

Luetta Allen, Outreach, chair 

Melinda McGouldrick, Outreach 

Vanessa Patterson, Parish Education, chair 

Rachael White, Parish Education 

George Amundson, Property, chair 

Wes Daoust, Property 

Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, chair 

Janis Frnka, Social Ministry 

Cliff Condit, Stewardship, chair 

Brian Taylor, Stewardship 

Jim Richman, Worship, chair 

Greg Funchess, Worship 

Megan Paulson, Youth and Family, chair 

Jennifer Cross, Youth and Family 

 

2014 Faith Lutheran Church Council 

The Souper Bowl of Caring – Join the Teams 

Mark your bag as “Team Gathering” or “Team Heritage” and write the 

number of items in your bag on the outside of it.  

 

If you choose to make a monetary donation, there will be soup pots 

available in the narthex before and after each service for donations. 

Checks should be made to Faith Lutheran.  

 

Be sure to write “Souper Bowl” on the memo line. Like last year, we will have a friendly 

team competition between The Gathering and Heritage worshipers for the most items 

brought and the most money donated. 
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Clearly the water 

does not do it, but 

the word of God, 

which is with and 

alongside the 

water, and faith, 

which trusts this 

word of God in the 

water. For without 

the word of God the 

water is plain water 

and not a baptism, 

but with the word 

of God it is a 

baptism, that is, a 

grace-filled water of 

life and a "bath of 

the new birth in the 

Holy Spirit," as St. 

Paul says to Titus in 

chapter 3, "through 

the water of rebirth 

and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit. This 

Spirit he poured out 

on us richly through 

Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that, 

having been 

justified by his 

grace, we might 

become heirs 

according to the 

hope of eternal life. 

The saying is sure."  
 

Small Catechism  

of Martin Luther 

The following is an excerpt from Serving the Assembly’s 

Worship: A Handbook for Assisting Ministers by Christian 

Scharen (Augsburg Fortress, 2013), p. 13. 

 

Let’s start with an honest admission. The history of the 

church, on the whole, has been badly damaged by clergy 

taking over most of the roles of lay ministers in worship, 

including the proper role of the people of God gathered to worship! Clergy 

cannot - and should not - do everything in worship. Let’s take a quick trip 

through church history. How have Christians understood the dignity and place of 

lay leadership in worship? 

 

In the early church, the primary minister or priest was the assembly of believers. 

Christ, as the mediator of the new covenant, becomes the “great high 

priest” (Hebrews 4:14). By his dying, he absorbs the suffering and evil of the 

world and puts their powers to death. By his rising, he offers his life in the power 

of the Holy Spirit to all who believe. Through baptism and the power of the Holy 

Spirit, disciples become Christ’s body in the world, sharing his mission and 

ministry as “a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9). Where the ancient priesthood 

offered literal sacrifices to God, this priesthood of all believers offers its sacrifice 

of praise to God in worship and its sacrifice of service in mission to the neighbor 

in need. 

 

This basic pattern, present in scripture, finds solid footing in the practice of the 

early church. Clement of Rome, whose letter to the church in Corinth is among 

the oldest important Christian documents not incorporated into scripture, 

speaks of an ordered ministry serving in liturgy, noting “particular ministries laid 

down” both for the priest hood and for the laity. All participate in the offering of 

gifts, which are then presented to God by the preside on behalf of all the saints.  

 

Similarly, Paul’s admonition in his own letter to the church in Corinth claims: 

“When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a 

tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up” (1 

Corinthians 14:26b). From early in the church’s life, the presiding minister’s 

functions were limited to preaching and offering the prayer of thanksgiving at 

the table. All other aspects of worship were carried out by other ministers and 

by the assembly itself.  

 

So, given this history, you may ask: “Why is it so common to see churches led 

entirely, or nearly so, by ordained clergy alone?” Liturgical scholars have taken 

many approaches to the history of worship leadership, and there’s no consensus 

answer to that question. The earliest practices of Jesus’ followers include 

references to many ways of leading worship, including the deep involvement of 

each member of the assembly. As the church became more organized around 

the roles of the presbyter (priest) and episcopos (bishop), and as sacramental 

questions came to the foreground, the laity’s proper role in worship leadership 

was greatly diminished.  

 

While the Reformation recovered a vital biblical understanding that God’s grace 

in baptism conferred priestly status on all believers, a robust ministry of lay 

assisting ministers in worship did not really take wing until the liturgical reforms 

of the twentieth century. The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) had wide 

ecumenical influence. Greater emphasis came to be placed on lay leadership, in 

both Protestant and Roman Catholic churches. 

Why Assisting Ministers? 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 

There is something for everyone! 

February 

1/31-2/1 - MS Human Dignity Retreat 

1/31-2/1 - ES Cookies & Goodnight  

             Service Event at Star of Hope 

2/07 - FFF Chinese New Year Celebration 

2/14 - Parent’s Night Out  **holiday rate** 

2/16 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

2/21-2/23 - HS Lutherhill Retreat 

2/28 - Parent’s Night Out 

2/28 - YF Adult Social 

 

March 

3/07 - Women’s Retreat at Lutherhill 

3/14 - Parent’s Night Out 

3/16 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

3/21 - Parent’s Night Out 

3/22 - HS to see Nadia Bolz-Weber 

3/28 - Faith Family Movie Night 

 

April 

4/01 - Parent’s Night Out 

4/20 - Easter Breakfast & Worship 

4/25 - Faith Family Talent Show 

4/26 - HS Pleasure Pier 

4/27 - Spring Season of Learning Launch Day 

 

May 

5/16 - Faith Family Pool Party 

5/17 - HS Wakeboarding 

5/18 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

“Faith Family” = anyone of any age with or  

              without a partner or kids is invited 

 

“HS” = High Schoolers and Families 

 

“MS” = Middle Schoolers and Families 

 

“ES” = Elementary Schoolers and Families 

 

“Young Families” = parents with infants, babies, 

        or toddlers 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  $15 for one 

child. $5 for each subsequent child.   

 $25 family household cap. Snacks are 

provided.  RSVP is required to ensure 

space. Call the church office 713-664-

3048 or register online at 

PNO@FaithBellaire.org 

Jennifer Finley breaks bread while teaching 

kids about the Lutheran understanding of the 

sacraments at our First Communion 

Workshop that was held on January 11.  
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June 

6/07 - Faith Camp Staff Training 

6/09-6/27 - Faith Camp 

6/15 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

6/27 - HS Pool Party 

 

July 

7/12-7/19 - HS Mission Trip 

7/27-8/01 - Summer Camp to Lutherhill 



A big “Thank You” from the Board of Worship to 

everyone who volunteered their time in helping with 

getting the church decorated for the Advent/Christmas 

Season, and who were also present to help in taking 

everything down and get it all back in storage until 

next year.   Without so many servant hands to help, 

the job would have been a much bigger task for the 

members of Board of Worship. 

 

We would also like to thank everyone who served as 

an Assisting Minister, Communion Assistant, Lector, 

Acolyte, Crucifer, or Usher for one of the Sundays in 

Advent to make our worship experience more 

meaningful.  We especially thank all of those who 

served on Christmas Eve as Worship Leaders and 

Ushers at the three Christmas Eve worship services.  

Because of all your hard work and giving of your time 

in a season of the year that is full of so many social 

engagements and family gatherings, our three 

Christmas Eve worship services became beautiful 

experiences to all who attended in person or watched 

us on the live stream.  If you served in any capacity on 

Christmas Eve, you should give yourself a big hug for a 

job well done.    

 

The Board of Worship gives a great big “thank you” to 

our staff.  Nothing would be possible without all of 

their hard work and planning on our behalf. 

 

God’s blessing’s to all, 

The Board of Worship 

 

A big “Thank You” 
by Jim Richman, Board of Worship Chair  

13 

We held the first prayer workshop in January 

and had 22 people participate. We are going 

to gather for a “reunion time” on Saturday, 

February 15, from 10:00—11:30 AM to share 

what we have discovered as we have tried on 

some new ways to pray. Everyone is welcome 

to participate. 

Prayer Workshop Reunion 

Saturday, February 15 

10:00 - 11:30 AM  



Let the same mind 

be in you that was 

in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was 

in the form of God, 

did not regard 

equality with God 

as something to be 

exploited, 

but emptied 

himself, 

taking the form of a 

slave, 

being born in 

human likeness. 

And being found in 

human form, 

he humbled himself 

and became 

obedient to the 

point of death —  

even death on a 

cross.  

 

Philippians 2:5-8 

Article Continued From Page Five… 

Every person, every culture, has a spoken or unspoken 

program to seek happiness, freedom, security, meaning, 

significance, or success. Whatever you call it, the words 

don’t matter. What matters is that every person, every 

culture has an idea, an assumption of what makes life tick, 

what makes life worth living. Paul lived in a culture that 

defined the meaning of success and significance and 

happiness from a particular religious perspective. What 

made Paul’s life tick used to be strict adherence and devout devotion to the 

religious traditions of his ancestors. Perfect obedience to the law was what he 

strived for. To obtain righteousness under the law was his joy, his happiness, 

his success, his pride, his meaning of life. His religious zeal, which was his 

program for meaning and significance and success, also drove him to hate and 

persecute the followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

His mysterious encounter with the risen Lord on the road to Damascus, 

however, changed everything for him. His passion and zest to pursue 

righteousness and happiness through the traditions of his ancestors was gone. 

He no longer valued the things that he used to value. Jesus Christ replaced the 

law as the center of his life; Jesus Christ became his righteousness, his way, 

his truth, his life, his success, his happiness, his significance. He became a 

“slave of Jesus Christ” and in that slavery discovered the “glorious freedom of 

children of God” (Romans 8:21). Despite his weakness and a “thorn” in his 

flesh, he never doubted that God’s grace in Jesus Christ was sufficient for him 

to live a joyful, free, faithful, and fruitful life.   

 

The story of the conversion of Paul is the story of rediscovery of life. What 

makes life tick, what makes life worth living? Paul says, “Jesus Christ.” What 

makes people really happy and free and righteous? Paul says, “Jesus Christ.” 

Where do we get the strength, courage, patience, perseverance, hope to face 

numerous adversities and daunting challenges in life? Paul says, “Jesus 

Christ.” What makes a person truly kind, good, generous, compassionate, 

gentle, and forgiving? Paul says, “Jesus Christ.” Jesus Christ becomes his all in 

all. 

 

When we are convinced that Jesus Christ is our all in all, how can we not go 

out of our way and boldly and joyfully invite all people to know and follow 

Jesus Christ?! 

14 

Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan Associate Pastor 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy Williams  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas  Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 



 

15 Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—February 2014  

9:00 

 

February 2  February   9  February  16 February 23 

Acolytes 2 Andrew Strickland 

Marlaena Dobbins 

Lauren Apollo 

Daniel Farner 

Nicholas Warden 

Joshua Boihem 

Kristen Oliveria 

Helen Hecht 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Awny & Elaine Gabriel Mark & Marsha 

Zimmermann 

Marlaena Dobbins 

Diana Boihem 

Kelley & Emma Keller 

Asst Minister 1 Susan Tallman Susan Tallman Bob Medlen Bob Medlen 

Ushers 4 Dave & Wendy Farner Ken & Liz Trunnell Cory & LaRae Nelson Eric Lerch 

Karen Ellison 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Common Grounds Property Board Property Board Property Board Property Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board Worship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Doris Williams 

Anita Lacy 

Doris Williams 

Anita Lacy 

Tina Wood 

Susan Ashley 

Tina Wood 

Susan Ashley 

11:15 February 2 February  9 February  16 February  23 

Acolyte Anika Becker Ella DeKunder Myra Condit Lillian Williams 

Crucifer Harrison Funchess Barbara McDowell Jaydon Oworu Barbara McDowell 

Lector Carol Strawn Doug Elsen Sharon Koch Sharon Richter 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Quinn Otte 

Mark Anderson 

Quinn Otte 

Mark Anderson 

Asst Minister Myra Condit Myra Condit Jo Ann Welton Jo Ann Welton 

Ushers 4 Art Grove 

Bill Freeman 

Tim Lineham 

Chris Jones 

Art Grove 

Bill Freeman 

Tim Lineham 

Chris Jones 

Art Grove 

Bill Freeman 

Tim Lineham 

Chris Jones 

Art Grove 

Bill Freeman 

Tim Lineham 

Chris Jones 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Visitor Center  Worship Board  Worship Board  Worship Board Worship Board 

Altar Guild 2 Doris Williams 

Anita Lacy 

Doris Williams 

Anita Lacy 

Tina Wood 

Susan Ashley 

Tina Wood 

Susan Ashley 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 



February Calendar Events 

 

1 Saturday –  9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 

4:00 PM MS Return  from Human Dignity Retreat 

 

2 Sunday  – All Day Souper Bowl of Caring / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc) /  

11:10 AM Outreach Board Meeting (300) / 11:15 AM Activities Board Meeting (FH Kitchen) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC)  / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (208) /  

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) /  

  

3 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) 

 

4 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (108) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

5 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Bible Study (201) /  

7:00 PM Parish Ed Board Meeting / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

6 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) /  

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Friday – 6:45 PM Faith Family Chinese New Year Celebration (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

8 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

9 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) /  

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (101) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) 

 

10 Monday  –  3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)   

 

11 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

   

12 Wednesday  – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Bible Study (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

13 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Friday –  6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Saturday –  All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) /  

9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

16 Sunday –  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM HS Feed the Homeless / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship /  

12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (101)  

 

17 Monday  –   3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

18 Tuesday –   8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

19 Wednesday  – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Bible Study (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

20 Thursday –   8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Friday –  10: 00 AM Day School Pre- Kindergarten Presentation (FC Gym) / 8:00 PM AA (300) / 7:00 PM High School to Lutherhill   

 

22 Saturday – All Day HS at Lutherhill / 8:00 AM Gethsemane Food Panty / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

23 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) 

12:30 PM Worship Board Meeting (101) /1:00 PM High School Return from Lutherhill / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (101) / 

 

24 Monday  – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)  

 

25 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

26 Wednesday  – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

7:00 PM Pastor Kerry’s Bible Study (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Friday –  6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 6:00 PM Young Families Adult Social / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
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