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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
The picture of me that you see here was taken in about 2007. I
realize that is now almost eight years ago—at least I realize that
according to the math—but I can’t believe how fast the time has
passed since then. And I notice that it might be time for a new
picture. There is more of me today...a lot more...and that isn’t just
more gray hair...although there is that too. The simple truth is that
time doesn’t slow down for anyone. We only have so much and
therefore ought to make the most of the time we have.
Lent feels like it is coming early this year. Ash Wednesday is on February 18. I look
forward to the season of Lent and we have been spending time preparing for how best
to use that holy time in the life of Faith.

Sunday, February 22
@ Noon
Faith Center
On February 22, we
will meet in the Faith
Center to have
lunch, approve the
2014 Annual Report,
and discuss any
other congregational
topics for 2015. Sign
up on the back of
the connection card.

Many of you have been asked to contribute to the congregational Lenten Devotional
booklet. I hope you said yes! The theme of the booklet this year is “Jesus, Our Healer,”
and I am looking forward to your reflections on the many stories of Jesus healing our
hearts, minds, spirits, bodies, and world. Through the internet we will share those
devotions with thousands of people. I love the idea of the shared experience of
including a moment of reflection in each day during Lent.
We will continue that emphasis on healing throughout the Lenten season. There is so
much pain and brokenness in the world that can only be healed by God’s love and the
power of God’s Spirit. Such brokenness is all the more painful when it includes
elements of shame, isolation, or lack of access to caring sources. That is where the
church can make a big difference as we speak up for those with no voice and make
space for those with no place.
Kelley and I have decided to make time in our lives for a renewed shared commitment
to our health and well-being. We are working with Mardi Mayerhoff in launching an
additional First Place 4 Health group. Of course there are the obvious pieces to the
program like careful eating and increased exercise but what I am most excited about is
the power of combining reading and memorizing scripture, prayer, and the fellowship of
a few other people dedicated to the same goals. I trust that God will work through this
program in helping us do what we cannot do, or at least stick to, on our own. The gray
hair is here to stay but I’m hoping to get my weight and activity level back closer to
where it used to be.
February will also mark the launching of the Faith Chinese Worship service. This is an
ambitious goal—to have two concurrent worship services at 10:50 AM, in two different
buildings, speaking two different languages. This won’t be easy. It will in fact be very
difficult. But imagine what a future looks like when new immigrants to Houston hear
about the welcoming ministry at Faith Lutheran Church. A new place in their lives which
will provide new opportunities to discover and grow in the Christian faith.
The new worship plan makes room for lunch at church on Sundays. Everyone will be
invited to stick around after church for delicious food, and making new friends, in the
Faith Center. This is also going to take us some time to figure out how everything will
work but I already know we are working on the right things.
Make time this month, and through the Lenten season, to be attentive to the work that
God is doing in and around you, through the ministry we share at Faith.

Kimchi Class - January 2015
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President’s Letter
by Kathy Patrick, Faith Lutheran Church Council President
The Letter to the Ephesians begins: “Paul, an
apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the
saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ
Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” In our opening
devotion this year, Pastor Kerry spoke with your
Church Council about two key phrases in this
passage: “an apostle” and “by the will of God.” “Apostle” means
“sent out one.” We were each claimed by God in our Baptism and
sent out to love as Jesus loved and to “Go and make disciples.”
This happens not by our will but, as Ephesians says, “by the will of
God.”
We have been encouraged to see our work on the Church Council
as a calling to serve, by the will of God. But how will we serve over
the coming year?
Here are our key strategies for the year:
Governance Spring Cleaning – We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The constitution of each
ELCA church must include certain mandatory provisions. Our
constitution lacks some of those provisions. We will update the
constitution to include these provisions and present them to you
at the February congregational meeting. On a somewhat longer
time frame, we will propose necessary updates to the Bylaws, so
they conform to our governance as we currently practice it at
Faith. The Bylaws are a bit dusty: they still refer to a Board of
Deacons but, for some time, this has been the Board of Worship;
they refer to a Board of Activities, but this is now the Board of
Hospitality. In addition, there are some limited “good governance”
reforms we should include regarding the Boards and presentations
of candidates for the Church Council.

Your Executive Board recently attended a governance
workshop sponsored by the Synod and LEAD. We learned that
the best practice for bylaws is to state the board’s purpose, as
it stands within the mission of the church, and provide
authorization in the bylaws for the board to create and
oversee ministry teams to carry out that mission. Another best
practice is to recruit, equip, and nominate one candidate for
each council position, with additional, open nominations
possible from the floor. We will draft amended Bylaws to
reflect these limited changes over the next few months. We
will also keep you informed—through this page and the church
website—of the proposed changes so you have plenty of time
to consider and comment on them. We hope to complete the
Governance Spring Cleaning this Spring.
Valuing Discipleship – We value discipleship over membership
at Faith. As a practice of discipleship, your Council will dedicate
its monthly meeting devotions to a study of the Book of
Ephesians. We will be using a resource from Augsburg Fortress
called “God’s Extraordinary Church: Studies in Ephesians.” You
are welcome to study along with us, if you would like. We will
post updates and relevant study questions on Faithbook on
Facebook.
Christian Leadership Development – Another aspect of
discipleship is good stewardship. We must be good stewards of
the gifts and talents God has given to those who worship in
this community. This year, therefore, we will focus on the
intentional development of Christian leadership skills. It is an
old adage but true: God does not call the equipped; God
equips the called. We must do our part, as your Council, to
ensure that those whom God has called are fully equipped to
lead, to serve, and to share the good news of God’s grace.
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Blood Drive
Sunday, February 15 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Community Room
To honor our long-standing arrangement with the Blood Center of having 4 drives
per year, Faith will be hosting our first one of the year on Sunday, February 15,
2015! If you're at least 16 years of age, weigh at least 122 lbs and have parental
consent, please consider donating. Sign up online (www.giveblood.org, sponsor
code 1037) or at the table in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday.

Faith Formation
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

In “The Hobbit,” Bilbo Baggins is irrevocably drawn from the comforts of his respectable life into the
adventure of a lifetime by nothing more or less than the song of uninvited dwarves, circled round his
fireside on an evening. It was an ancient song, a song that roused latent ancestral longings he scarcely
imagined to possess. “Then,” Tolkien writes, “something tookish woke up inside him, and he wished to
go and see the great mountains, and hear the pine-trees and the waterfalls, and explore the caves, and
carry a sword instead of a walking stick.”
I certainly can identify. Not with annoying dwarves singing, lest you all think I’m clinically insane, but with the feeling to
move, to go, to see. All my longings are broken loose by one thing. Possibility. If the weeks after Epiphany could be
summarized in a singular word for me it would be “possibility.” The possibility that God is still pulling us forward into
infinitely new realities that we ourselves scarcely imagined.
Contrary to popular belief, the most dangerous phrase uttered in churches is not “stewardship campaign” but instead the
words “we’ve always done it this way.” Possibility means that we have to open ourselves up to the work God is doing in our
individual lives, as well as the life of this congregation. Possibility will come with disagreements but as we live into the new
realities that spring forth here at Faith Lutheran it is my hope that we learn how to disagree well and work toward the
common goals of the vision frame.
As I look at Faith Lutheran, I see possibility. When I came to meet with Pastor Kerry in October it was surrounded by a great
deal of anticipation. I’d visited with a few churches before, but none felt like a place I could call home. What I found here
was a church that is in motion, not just doing busy work, but striving to make God’s Kingdom come, God’s will being done!
Not only because of Pastor Kerry’s open heart, and the small interviewing committee’s dedication to the mission of the
church, but because of the ministry of Faith Chinese Fellowship, Cornerstone, the 6TEN service, Faith House, and the
overall dedication to serve the local community. As I drove back to Corpus Christi I knew that if the offer came my ‘eyes’
had been solidified and I am thankful to be here. I can not wait to see where the coming years of our now shared journey
takes us.

Who Needs to Be Converted Anyway?
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by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
Christianity is a missionary religion. For over 2,000 years Christian
missionaries have been sent by the church to bring the gospel to all
corners of the world and covert pagans to Christianity. The religious
landscape, however, has changed tremendously in the past 100 years.
These days we do not use the word “conversion” as often as we used to
for various reasons.
We live in a pluralistic society. Personal preference and choice is
enshrined in American culture. Many people think we should treat
religions the same way we treat different models and makers of automobiles.
The question I am asking is: does the church still need to convert people to Christianity? I
am asking the question in the context of Chinese ministry here at Faith. As you read this
article, the Chinese worship service is already launched. Four participants of the Faith
Chinese Fellowship will be baptized on February 8. Why do we make the commitment to
developing and growing the Chinese ministry if we think “conversion” is not a desirable
thing to do?
Chinese people are very familiar and comfortable with religious pluralism. Confucianism,
Taoism, and Buddhism have co-existed in China for a long, long time. A virtuous Chinese
scholar-official might be the practitioner of all three Chinese religions at the same time or
at different stages of his spiritual journey. In a discussion session of the Faith Chinese
Fellowship, one person asked, “I already have my Chinese religion. Why do I have to accept
Christianity?” Another asked, “Can I be a Buddhist and Christian at the same time?”

New Chinese Worship
starting Sunday
February 1, 2015
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Bible Study
Worship
Lunch

Everyone Welcome

To be sure, there is much truth and much moral goodness in world religions: the selfeffacing Tao in Taoism, the social harmony in Confucianism, compassion in Buddhism,
submission to God in Islam, to name a few. Why is that? The Bible teaches that God is the
source of all truths and goodness, that Jesus Christ is the “true light, which enlightens
everyone” (John 1:9). Therefore, we should not be surprised that pagans do have moral
conscience and the knowledge of God’s power and divine nature (Romans 1:20). At the
same time we are to remember a more important teaching of the bible: Jesus Christ is the
Savior of the world. “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Paul Martinson, who
was born to a Lutheran missionary family, himself a missionary, and then taught at Luther
Seminary, wrote a book, Families of Faith: An Introduction to World Religions for Christians.
In it he says, “There may be many revelations, but only one salvation…Revelation has to do
with knowledge; Salvation has to do with an event…knowledge itself does not save.
Salvation is always an event.”
Knowing this, do we still want to convert people to Christianity? My answer is twofold.
First, we are not the ones who convert people to Christianity; Jesus Christ calls people to
faith in himself through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus says “if I am lifted up from the
earth I will draw all people to myself” (John 12:32). What we are called to do is bear
witness to the good news of salvation in Christ in words and deeds. Second, we Christians
need to be converted by the living Lord and the Holy Spirit again and again and again. We
are never done being converted and conformed to the image of Jesus Christ as long as we
live.
My father taught me to read Confucius’ Analects. I was and still am amazed and touched by
many sayings of Confucius. When I was baptized and became a Christian, I did not
denounce Confucianism completely and will not in the future. Having said that, I have to
confess without equivocation that, after years of learning and preaching the gospel of Jesus
Christ, I have come to the realization that the great moral teachings of Confucius can only
be fulfilled by and in Jesus Christ. I have felt like I have wandered in many places and at
last been led to my true home. I have gradually come to a deeper and deeper
understanding of the words of Apostle Paul, the greatest Christian missionary, “For I am
not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel” (1
Corinthians 9:16).
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Volunteer and Help a Child
Holt International Children Services
Winter Jam Benefit Concert
Holt International Children's Services is a Christian non-profit adoption agency. Winter Jam is currently the largest
Christian Rock Tour in the U.S., performing in approximately 60 cities each year! Since 2006, Holt partners with winter
Jam to find child sponsors. Last year, more than 5,000 volunteers across the country helped Holt find almost 10,000 new
child sponsors. You are invited to prayerfully consider becoming a Holt child sponsor or/and volunteering for Holt at the
Winter Jam on Saturday, February 28, 2015 at Toyota Center, Houston.
For more information, please visit
http://www.holtinternational.org/volunteer/concert1.shtml

Winter Wonderland Program Presented by
Ms. Kevondra’s 3 year old class!
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

In January, Ms. Kevondra (affectionately known as Ms. K)
and her Young 3s class welcomed Day School students
and teachers, as well as classroom parents, to a Winter
Wonderland. Each class presents a short program on a
theme each year. This year, the Young 3s selected a
theme that is familiar to all, thanks to the
movie Frozen. Ms. K and her class shared songs, dances
and even told us about a few of their favorite things
about winter. After the program, everyone in the school
community enjoyed a winter-themed lunch that included
soup and crackers. Earlier in the day, the children
enjoyed a snowball snack of powdered donuts. That
ensured that everyone was in good spirits for the
program. I want to commend Ms. K for taking on such a
huge task. Guiding Young 3s through a program is quite a
task by itself, but Ms. K went above and beyond and
decorated the
Fellowship Hall
and created
unique
costumes for
her students.
Bravo, Ms. K
and the 3D
class.

Faith Camp Registration
Is Now Open!
Register Online at www.FaithBellaire.org
June 22-26, June 29-July 3, July 6-10
♦For kids ages 5 - 6th grade by this summer
♦$130 per child/per week, each week is different
♦Early bird discount, $10 per child ends on April 1
♦Sibling discount of $5 per sibling
♦$30 discount if you register for 3 weeks at one time
♦Bring a NEW friend to Faith Camp for $5 discount per *friend

(*never attended Faith Camp)
♦Pizza on Wednesday is FREE!
♦Current 7-8th graders - Support Staff application open until
March 31, 2015
♦Current 9-12th graders - Paid Staff application open until
March 31, 2015

Questions? Contact
Jason Houlihan at
jholihan@faithbellaire.org
or 713.664.3048
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PARENT’S NIGHT OUT
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Faith Center
Upcoming Dates: A fun filled night of games, arts and crafts, and movies
for your child to enjoy. We accept kids from the ages 6
months to 12 years old. The cost is $15 for 1 child, $10
February 13
per each additional child (same household) with a $35
March 13
household max. RSVP via email to
April 10, 24
PNO@faithbellaire.org to insure that we have a spot for
May 8, 29
you.

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

February is a time of joyous celebration here at the Day School and at Mother’s Day Out! Our
youngest students at Mother’s Day Out will enjoy Valentine’s Day Parties with their teachers,
classmates, AND their parents. This will be one of the first times that parents will be invited
to share in the celebration at MDO. As we work to license MDO and upgrade all aspects of
the program, we hope to involve parents in all that we do. So, this is a first step in that
process. At the Day School, we will enjoy a 100th Day of School celebration, Valentine’s Day
Parties with lots of sweet treats, a Mardi Gras experience that includes a parade for church
staff and MDO students, singing at mid-week Lenten services, and Go Texan Day! As we do each year, we’ll
venture down to the 610 feeder road and watch the trail riders pass. Whew! Our dance cards are full across this
Faith Schools campus, but we’re excited to invite our families in and to celebrate with our friends.
Before we celebrate, though, we have some work to do. We are thrilled to announce that our MDO program will
be open five days per week beginning on Monday, February 2. Because our licensing efforts have been successful,
we are able to open the program for more days per week. Parents can choose a two, three, or five day per week
option for their children ages 12 months and walking to four years old. We have already registered many new
families over the past few weeks and hope to welcome even more in the next few months. If you know of any
family that is looking for care for two, three, or five days per week from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, please send them
our way. We have openings for families who want to begin now, but this won’t be the case for long. Ms. Jill, MDO
Director, is leading families on tours each day. She has been overwhelmed by the response – even without any
advertising. Word of mouth has brought many families to us recently, so please spread the word. We’re excited
about what’s next for our Mother’s Day Out program.
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Women’s Ministry

Rebecca Ruth Circle will
meet Thursday, February 5
at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.
We would love for you to
join us for Bible study.
Come hungry! Bring your
sack lunch; desserts and
drinks are provided.
Socializing with the group
is so joyful. All are
welcome!!

Every Sunday
at 6:10 PM.
A service of
healing and
recovery.

Memorial Gifts - 4th Quarter of 2014
In Honor of Morgan Anderson
Donald & Carolyn Springer

In Honor of John Hargrove
Donald &Carolyn Springer

In Honor of Carl Balius
Alwyn & Alice Hahn

In Honor of Greta Ellis
Robert & JoAnn Fry

In Honor of Ray Freels
J. P. Thornton

In Honor of Vi Stolz
Alwyn & Alice Hahn

In Honor of Lisa Griffith
George & Terry Amundson
Alan & Barbara Balius
Douglas W & Karen Elsen
Sally Hargrove
Don & Barbara Hodde
Brent & Linda Lamb
Mardi Mayerhoff
Diana Lynn Rettig
Janne Zochert

In Honor of Melvin Richter
Alan & Barbara Balius
Erette U. Bartay
Arnold & Carol Ellebracht
Sally Hargrove
Sharon Koch
Brent & Linda Lamb
Lenora Ohlenbusch
Mardi Mayerhoff

In Honor of Mark Anderson
George & Terry Amundson
Nils & Karen Anderson
Ruth Cormier
Doris L. Forte
Sally Hargrove
Don & Barbara Hodde
Brent & Linda Lamb
Judy M. & Donald W. Little
Mardi Mayerhoff
L. K. Moore
Diana Lynn Rettig
Eleanor Roder
Theodore E. & Lois C. Snowe
Susan E. Torppa

Arnold T. & Norma J. Anderson
Alan & Barbara Balius
Douglas W & Karen Elsen
Suzanne Girouard
Jeanne E. Hauser
Virginia L. & Richard L. Klemens
Celia R. & Karen R. Letendre
Ellen Johnson & family
Montague Machine Company Kenco Metals
David & Barbara Ray
Alda M. Robichaud
Phyllis Jean Slater
Donald & Carolyn Springer
Betty L. Winikainen

In Honor of Ted Moody
George & Terry Amundson
Janis & Jimmie Zunker
Barbara & Alan Balius
Thomas & Cheryl Braaten
Candace & Edward Cotham
Douglas & Karen Elsen
Karen Fry
Dennis & Jodi Hannemann
Janalee & Paul Hannemann
Dorthy Hannemann
Sally Hargrove
Don & Barbara Hodde
G. F. & C. A. Jenschke
Sarah & Brian Kendall
Donald & Sylvia Kraemer
Brent & Linda Lamb
Xian Tian & Hu Li
Mardi Mayerhoff
Jim & Claudia Metting
Joann Meyer
Brad Nielsen
Lenora Ohlenbusch
Diana Lynn Rettig
David & Anna Stock
LTC & Mrs. Elwood Storrs Jr. USAF Ret'd
Salvado Soto of UTSA Terry Scholars Student Organization
Keith Theis & everyone at Davidson, Freedle, Espenhover & Overby, P.C.
Ryan & Allison Assunto (National Christian Foundation Houston)
In Honor of Leota Maple
George & Terry Amundson
Barbara & Alan Balius
Lyal H. Bauer
Bill & Diana Freeman
Sally Hargrove
Mardi Mayerhoff
Lenora Ohlenbusch
Diana Lynn Rettig
Donald & Carolyn Springer
Jimmie & Janis Zunker

Joanie Bailey
Erette Bartay
Douglas & Karen Elsen
Jo Ann & Robert A. Fry Jr.
Don & Barbara Hodde
Terry Mueller
Geraldine Remmers
Joyce Schafer Family
Ron Widdel
Clarance M. Smith & Denise M. Kettelberger
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2nd Annual Chinese New Year Celebration
Friday, February 27 @ 6:45 PM
Faith Center
Don’t miss this chance to celebrate and learn from our friends
from the Orient! There will be food, games, crafts, dances,
songs, and decorations to bring in the Year of the Ram!
Invite your family, friends and neighbors. Everyone is Welcome!

The Souper Bowl of Caring – Join the Teams
Did your team lose this year?
It’s time to take that brown
paper bag off your head and
fill it with groceries for the
super bowl in which we are all
players and winners - The
Souper Bowl of Caring!
Each year at this time, those of us who are fortunate
enough to have plenty to eat are asked to especially
focus our attention on those in our community who do
not. Thousands of fellow Houstonians, including a large
percentage of children, suffer from hunger. We can
help alleviate this situation by making donations of non
perishable food items and/or money through Faith’s
annual Souper Bowl of Caring campaign.
Please fill one or more grocery bags with nonperishable food items and return them on Sunday,
February 1 between services. Mark your bag(s) as
“Team Gathering” or “Team Heritage” and write the
number of items in your bag on the outside of it. If you
choose to make a monetary donation, there will be
soup pots available in the narthex before and after
each service for donations. Checks should be made to
CCSC, Faith Lutheran Church, or Houston Food Bank. Be
sure to write “Souper Bowl” on the memo line. Like last
year, we will have a friendly team competition between
The Gathering and Heritage worshipers for the most
items brought and the most money donated.

In a related subject, Faith Food
Team is looking for volunteers
to serve half a day one Saturday
each month at the Gethsemane
Food Pantry. We share three
hours of our time with needy
families, helping with groceries,
items for personal hygiene, and information about
where they can find local resources for employment,
medical care, and other services. If you or someone you
know would like more information about this
opportunity to serve, please contact Janis Frnka at
jjfdds@yahoo.com or 831-794-6308.
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Ashes to Ashes
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

You may have heard some
discussion about beginning a
new way of making disciples at
Faith. In fact, it is a very old way
of making disciples. You may
have also heard a $2 word
thrown around that is hard to
pronounce: “catechumenate.”
A process of discipleship
formation that fosters and
guides conversion into a
Christian way of life is often
called the catechumenate (kateh-kyoo-meh-net). This process
takes a slow, methodical
approach with people who are
completely new to the Christian
faith. Participants (we call them
“disciples”) may have been
baptized as an infant and drifted
away from church throughout
their life, or they may be
unbaptized. Time in the
catechumenate process is spent
in scripture study, prayer,
service, and reflection.
These new Christian disciples
are accompanied on the start of
their spiritual journey by a
“sponsor” or mentor. Together,
over the course of the Fall and
Winter Seasons of Learning,
they begin a pilgrimage of faith
and discovery that will continue
for a lifetime. We are branding
this endeavor as, “First Steps in
Faith.”

“Images from the Ash Wednesday liturgy are spoken over bodies
not only in church buildings at the beginning of Lent but also
outdoors in all seasons of the year: “We commit this body to the
ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust” (ELW, p. 284).
In the funeral liturgy, such words are spoken after the body is laid
in the grave and as earth is cast onto the coffin, or as ashes are
placed in the earth or into a columbarium. Each year, the Ash
Wednesday liturgy offers every member of the church words and a gesture that seem to
have arrived, ahead of time, from our own funeral liturgy. Earth is placed on our bodies,
scriptural words about the inevitable decomposition of our bodies are spoken over us:
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Among the many things
that Ash Wednesday accomplishes is a small-scale, ritualized, near-death
experience.” (Excerpt from Worship Guidebook for Lent and Three Days, Augsburg
Fortress, 2009, p. 18)
In seminary I had a systematic theology professor who often welcomed us to class with
these words: “Greetings, frail creatures of dust!” Now, that may seem like an odd way
to welcome people, but it has a theological underscoring that is significant. In the end,
after all is said and done, we go back to being what we were all along – dust.
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent in our liturgical calendar. It occurs 46 days before
Easter. The precise date of Ash Wednesday is always moveable, falling on a different
date each year because it is dependent on the date of Easter. Why 46 days? According
to the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desert
before the beginning of his public ministry. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of this
40-day liturgical period of prayer and fasting. Why are there an extra six days? Because
there are six Sundays during the season of Lent, and every Sunday is the day of
resurrection (a little Easter). On Sundays the fast of Lent is broken in celebration of the
resurrection.
Ash Wednesday gets its name from the practice of placing ashes on the forehead as a
sign of mourning and repentance to God. The ashes used are typically created from the
burnt palms of the previous year's Palm Sunday services.
Historically, Ash Wednesday and the following season of Lent was the time of final
preparations for baptism. Catechumens, people desiring to join the church and
receiving instruction about the Christian faith, experienced an intense time of prayer,
fasting, exorcisms, and teaching. Finally, at dawn on Easter Sunday, after an all night
Vigil, the catechumens were baptized and welcomed into the body of Christ by
participating in the Eucharist for the first
time. Ash Wednesday was the beginning
of a season of life, death, and renewal.
But why do we have to be so morbid
about it? Because no matter how much
wealth, no matter how many material
possessions, no matter how much plastic
surgery, no matter how much exercise and
fitness, no matter how much success, no
matter how much fame and notoriety, in
the end, we go back to being what we
were all along – dust.

11

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—February 2015
8:30 AM

February 1

February 8

February 15

February 22

Acolyte

Matt Schawe

Annika Becker

JD Jones

Ella DeKunder

Crucifer

Helen Schawe

Lisa Rollinson

Caleb Seitz

Nicholas Groenwald

Lector

Carol Strawn

Del Thompson

Mardi Mayerhoff

Troy Becker

Communion
Assistants

Cory Nelson
LaRae Nelson

Cory Nelson
LaRae Nelson

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Asst Minister

Don Hodde

Myra Condit

Carol Strawn

Carol Strawn

Ushers

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Troy Becker
Ralph Maple

Troy Becker
Ralph Maple

Altar Guild

Geneva Freels
Anita Lacy

Geneva Freels
Anita Lacy

Mary Ruden
Diana Freeman

Mary Ruden
Diana Freeman

10:50 AM

February 1

February 8

February 15

February 22

Acolytes

Nate Michaud
Ella DeKunder

Sabrina Schlather
Nicholas Groenwald

Sam Kennedy
Lisa Rollinson

Ying Stock-Bordnick
Caleb Seitz

Communion
Assistants

Mary Jane McBride
Susan Tallman

Michael Farner
David Farner

Elaine Gabriel
Marlaena Dobbins

Kelly Keller
Helen Hecht

Asst Minister

Wendy Farner

Wendy Farner

Michael Farner

Michael Farner

Ushers

Eric Lerch
Jim Rollinson

Mary Jane McBride
Susan Tallman

The Parkan Family

Nancy Holmes
Jon Holmes

Common Grounds

Stewardship

Stewardship

Stewardship

Stewardship

Altar Guild

Geneva Freels
Anita Lacy

Geneva Freels
Anita Lacy

Mary Ruden
Diana Freeman

Mary Ruden
Diana Freeman

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.
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4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
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Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Jamie Carter
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas
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Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
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February Calendar Events

12

1 Sunday — All Day New Member Sunday / All Day Souper Bowl & Caring Sunday / 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50
AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) /6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15
PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA (300)
2 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309)
3 Tuesday — 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200 ,201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board
Meeting (108) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
4 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ESL
Class (309) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
5 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
6 Friday — 6:30 PM FCF Gathering (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
7 Saturday — 8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (offsite) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)

8 Sunday — 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive
Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA
(300)
9 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers Parents (401) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class
(309)
10 Tuesday —9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage
Teen Support Group (Youth Room) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 6:00 PM Day School staff meeting 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) /
8:00 PM AA (300)
11 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:45 PM Bellaire Moms of
Multiples (309) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) /7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
12 Thursday —9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
13 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 6:30 PM FCF Gathering (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
14 Saturday — All Day Valentine’s Day / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)

15 Sunday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 8:00 AM Blood Drive / 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith
Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Worship Board Meeting (201) / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM
Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM AA (300)
16 Monday — All Day Presidents’ Day / 9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers (401) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) /
7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 7:00 PM Pastor Kerry Men’s Group (101)
17 Tuesday — 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Day School & Mother’s
Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
18 Wednesday — All Day Ash Wednesday / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (201) / 11:45 AM Ash Wednesday Service / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) /
6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Ash Wednesday Dinner / 7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) /7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
19 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
20 Friday — 6:30 PM FCF Gathering (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
21 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 10:00 AM Prayer Workshop Reunion / 3:00 PM AA (300)

22 Sunday — 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:00 PM
Congregational Meeting (FC Gym) / 1:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 2:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 3:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC
Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA (300)
23 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers (401) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309)
24 Tuesday — 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous
(300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
25 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (201) / 11:45 AM Lenten Worship Service / 12:45 PM Lenten Lunch (FC Gym) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401,
& 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner (FC Gym)/ 7:00 PM Lenten Worship Service / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) /7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
26 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Ms. Angel’s “Black History” Class Program / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM
AA (300)
27 Friday — 6:45 PM Chinese New Year Celebration (FC) / 6:30 PM FCF Gathering (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)
28 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Strobe Light Dodgeball (FC, Youth
rooms)

