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Lent
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 10.
Lenten services are on Wednesdays at 11:45 AM,
with lunch to follow, and at 7:00 PM with dinner
before at 6:15 PM.

Scattered Thoughts
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by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
2

The mission
of Faith
Lutheran
Church
is to follow
Jesus in
blessing the
world with
faith, hope,
and love.

For the fourth time, Kelley and I have been living with the question
“where will my child go to college?” Kate chose Northwestern in
Evanston, IL., Michael stayed in town to go to the University of
Houston, Hugh graduated last spring from Texas A&M in Galveston,
and Emma really gave no thought to any place other than Baylor
where she will start in the Fall. I think now that each of them made
the right choice, their schools fit them.
When I was their age, I made my college choice all on my own. I spent the last months
of my senior year in high school living by myself in a one bedroom apartment. I drove
myself to most of my basketball recruiting visits. I turned down many scholarship
offers to go to a school with a horrible basketball program that played in a conference
that didn’t offer athletic scholarships, but it was the right choice for me. I knew that
college was the first step, graduate school would follow—but I had no idea when I
began that graduate school would be a Lutheran seminary, rather than law school.
It is amazing, and just a bit terrifying, to think of all the implications that come with
the choice of schools we attend. Long before we are ready, some life choices open
up before us as others close down and we can’t go back again.
Savvy parents get that. They are thinking long term about the future of their children
when they sign up for the waiting list at the right pre-school. We have a waiting list
like that at our Faith Day School.
People also think like that when it comes to the churches they attend, or at least
they ought to. The lessons learned early are those rooted most deeply. Ideas about
the Christian faith that are planted in childhood and nurtured along the way, will be
carried throughout a life time.
I’m thinking about things like this more and more as a new idea continues to sink ever
more deeply into my consciousness. For many years, I was driven by the idea that “a
faithful congregation makes every decision in the best interests of, and on behalf of,
those who are not yet here.” That’s a tough principle to live with. It makes everything
harder. It is so much easier to just “get along and go along” but I’m convinced it is
much more faithful to the call of Jesus. I still believe that.
But today, I am being gripped by another idea. “God loves people much more than we
do. God will not entrust new people to us unless we are safe, helpful, and a place for
them. If we aren’t a good place for them, God will send them elsewhere.”
This is a revolutionary idea for me, but it is an idea worth chasing for however many
years of ministry that God still has in mind for me. It is easy to talk about the ever
changing world and the challenge it presents. It is easy to be critical of modern people
and the ever insistent question of “what’s in it for me?” It is hard to look with steely
determination at myself and ask “Am I willing to be pastor to people who are brand
new, who are seeking to raise their children with a faith that works and is good for a
world who lack much Christian understanding, education, or identity?”
It is just as hard to look at our congregational life, our practices, our relational
networks, and our values. Are ready to be a safe, healthy place to help our neighbors
grow as people, AND as people of faith? Is Faith Lutheran a great place to raise
children? How can we be better at it?
I know I want to be that kind of pastor. I trust we want to be that kind of
congregation. May God
2 bless us with the courage and willingness to do whatever it
takes.
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Prayer Corner - “Then God Interrupts”
by Peggy
3 Porter
Read Luke 9:28-36
“As Peter was saying these things, a cloud
came.” (Luke 9:34)

God has a better conversation. “This is My Son, My
Chosen One; listen to Him!” (Luke 9:35) As sinners who
want our own way, we’d rather talk than listen. When
Jesus tells us to take up our cross and follow him, we
would rather talk about some other plans we’ve made.
When Jesus talks about repenting of our sin, we would
rather talk about a good movie we’ve seen. When God
allows us suffering, pain, or discipline, we would rather
ask him to take it away.

What makes a conversation important? Opinions vary. A
conversation about golf is important to some, but to me, Peter tried to stop the plans, but God’s greatest plan and
it’s not. A conversation about the price of gas is important glory was the cross where Jesus was headed to die for us.
to some, but to others, it’s not.
When we die with him through baptism, repentance, and
suffering, then we live with him in forgiveness. Before we
Peter thinks that a conversation about Jesus’ death in
try to change that conversation, let’s listen to Jesus.
Jerusalem isn’t important. He would rather talk about
staying on the mountain with Moses and Elijah. In fact, he Pray: Jesus, let me follow you through the
doesn’t like any talk about Jesus dying and tries to stop
cross and death to eternal life. Amen.
that conversation more than once. Leave it then to God
himself to interrupt.
(Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 7)

President’s Page - Getting to Work!
by Don Hodde, Church Council President

“Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock,
of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God that he obtained with
the blood of his own Son.” Acts 20:28 (NRSV)

activities that bring more structure and accountability for
ministry objectives. Church staff members are assigned to
work with various ministry boards and work to prepare these
plans that were initiated at the retreat. Each board will deliver
their 2016 ministry plans to Pastor Kerry and the Executive
Board for review. Adoption of the 2016 ministry plans will be
at our next meeting the first week in February.

To assure the council served as a cohesive team, it was highly
encouraged at the retreat to spend time getting to know one
another better, to build relationships, making sure everyone
had a voice, and was given the chance to express their
opinions and views on all discussion topics. We talked about
We started preparation for 2016 by conducting a new council how each of us came to Faith Lutheran Church, what keeps us
member orientation session last December! As I write this
here, and how we can be a blessing to those God still plans to
message to you, council members have just returned from
bring our way! We spent time in prayer and worship, and in
Camp Lutherhill near La Grange where we gathered for a
the end we developed a covenant that we agreed to abide by
weekend retreat to begin planning a great year of ministry. In as a council this year.
addition, some council members also attended a synod wide
church leaders meeting at Zion Lutheran Church the following I also mentioned last month that for the Executive Board, a
key focus in 2016 will be extending the work to revise the
Sunday afternoon. All of these activities have helped to
church constitution and by-laws that were completed last
prepare us for leading ministry at Faith this year.
year. A key emphasis will be to create a comprehensive policy
The Executive Board is charged in the church by-laws with a
manual that will clearly and transparently define how we
number of responsibilities, two of which are to provide
conduct ministry and manage operations at Faith. Anchored
opportunities for council members to improve and develop
by the constitution and by-laws, policy defines rules,
their leadership skills, and to hold council members and
procedures, and provides handrails for day to day decision
themselves accountable for setting annual planning and
making and is critical for our church to operate effectively and
strategic goals to fulfill the mission of the church.
with integrity.
Howdy! Last month, I mentioned that as we start a
new year, it was time to “roll up our sleeves” and get on with
our mission here at Faith. Well, your 2016 church council is
wasting no time in doing just that!

In both the council orientation and retreat, council members
were given the training needed to serve as a council member
and expectations were set for the year. As prescribed now by
church by-laws, all council ministry boards are to provide a
3
full year strategic plan outlining ministry goals and related

So in summary, your 2016 council has already made a
substantial investment of time and energy in preparation “to
shepherd the church of God.” It has been an important first
step in our journey this year! Now, on with the real work!
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Mission Fund
by Wendy Farner,4Church Council Second Vice President
For many years, Faith has had a “trust fund”
established to receive and administer gifts and
bequests. The purpose of this fund has been to
enhance the work of the church through new
ministries and stewardship opportunities, in addition
to and separate from the general operations of the
congregation. Currently, there are two accounts within the trust
fund, the Endowment Fund and the Clarence Meyer Memorial Fund
(established to provide scholarships for Faith House guests who are
unable to pay). The Endowment Fund has been largely inactive.

which will govern both funds. A team of four will ultimately be
elected to oversee and administer the Mission Fund. The Clarence
Meyer Memorial Faith House Fund will continue as a separate
account within the Mission Fund. All of the monies currently held in
the Clarence Meyer Fund will remain in this account within the
Mission Fund and continue to be used for its initial purposes.
Additional donations will be encouraged so that both funds can
continue and become more viable. The second account will accept
future donations in support of the church’s designated outward
missions, such as Christian educational support and Lutheran social
services programs.

We plan to have informational sessions to inform the congregation
on the purposes of this new Mission Fund, and encourage
donations, especially legacy giving. The new Mission Fund will be
The Church Council has decided to reinvigorate and redefine the
“Endowment Fund” to provide support for certain outward missions presented for approval at the Congregational Meeting and Lunch on
of the church. A sub-committee of Brian Taylor, Lenora Ohlenbusch, February 14 in the Faith Center.
and myself has been formed to draft new Mission Fund by-laws,

Currently, I give 90% of my charitable dollars to Faith. It’s easy.
When other organizations ask me for donations, I tell them “I
by Jon Holmes, Board of Stewardship, Chair
give my money to my church.” They never hassle me, because
The purpose of this article is to encourage a new way besides giving money, I also give blood, volunteer my time to
of looking at stewardship here at Faith Lutheran
many causes, serve as a church council member, and provide lots
Church.
of free prosthetic care. Giving my charitable dollars to my church
is a commitment for me and my family.
Over the next year, I will read and bring my
interpretation to the book, “Whose Offering Plate is
We must learn accountability so that people will see how their
it? New Strategies for Financial Stewardship” by J. Clif
money is being used. I figured this out when I was on the
Christopher. I will try to relate this book to how it can help the
Executive Board. That time opened my eyes to all the things done
people of FLC to increase their stewardship.
both by FLC and by the “church” as a whole. Now as a member of
At one time, 55% of all charitable dollars went to the church.
the Stewardship Board, I realize the challenges of getting enough
Today, it is about 33%. At one time, 60% of Americans went to
resources to do the mission of the church.
worship on Sunday. Today, it is less than 20%. The “same old,
same old” is failing.
Whose offering plate is it? It is the Lord’s offering plate. God
trusts US with it. The offering is God’s and that makes it a big
About 10 years ago, I decided to give more money to the church. deal.

Whose Offering Plate Is It?

Blood Drive
by Social Ministry Board

Our next blood drive will be February 21, 2016.
At Valentine’s, we give gifts of flowers and candy. This year we also have the opportunity to give a gift that costs only one hour of
your time and is a great gift of love that anyone can give. This is the gift of blood that saves so many lives everyday. Those who need
this gift are family, friends, and neighbors. The need for blood is constant, and only volunteer donors can fulfill that need for
patients in the community. Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every two to three seconds. In the gulf coast area alone,
1,000 units of blood are needed daily!
Our next community blood drive will be Sunday, February 21. Individuals who are 16 years old and 122 pounds (with parental
consent), or at least 17 years old and 110 pounds, and are in general good health can donate blood.
Please remember to sign up in the Fellowship Hall or online at www.giveblood.org (organization 1037) so that there is adequate
staff and minimal waiting time. If you are unable to donate, you can
4 still participate by helping with snacks and a light lunch for the
blood center staff, preparing the room the night before, or inviting a friend or relative who can donate to do so.
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Ash Wednesday
February 10
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Ash Wednesday
begins our Lenten
journey that will
ultimately take us to Jesus’ death
and resurrection. Our Ash
Wednesday liturgy, including the
imposition of ashes, will be held
at 11:45 AM and 7:00 PM.

Congregational Meeting
February 14 @ 12:00 PM
Faith Center
On February 14, we will meet in the
Faith Center to have lunch, approve
the 2016 Annual Report, and discuss
any other congregational topics for
2016.
Sign up on the back of the
connection card.

Ashes are a rich symbol rooted in
ancient customs and practices of
biblical people. The Bible speaks
of using ashes as a sign of
penitence. Ashes also suggest
judgement and humiliation, as
well as cleansing and
purification.

Some Lenten Facts About
These 40 Days
The origin of Lent
probably lies in the
preparation over 40
days or more of
candidates for
baptism. Baptismal
candidates took on a
discipline of preparation and penitence
during this time. As the preparation for
baptism took different forms, the Lenten
season took on a penitential nature of its
own. The time was adjusted to a strict 40
days by the fourth century.
Like many congregations, Faith marks the
observance of Lent with mid-week prayer
services. In the early church these services
of prayer were for the congregation to
support those preparing for baptism. These
services heighten the special penitential

Parent’s Night Out
February 5 and 26
Faith Center Gym
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Fun activities for kids from ages
six months to 12 years old. The
cost is $15 for one child, $10
per each additional child (same
household) with a $45
household max. RSVP via email
to PNO@faithbellaire.org to
ensure that we have a spot for
your kiddos.

nature of the season as we reflect on the
journey to the cross.
Sundays during Lent are designated “in”
not “of” Lent to reflect the Sundays that
are not “fast” days, but are celebrative
days. Many concessions to the nature of
Lent are made. Alleluia is omitted during
the service during Lent. The Hymn of Praise
is omitted.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday which is a
special service with a lengthened
confession and imposition of ashes that is
appropriate for this day. The confession
does not conclude with a definite
declaration of absolution and forgiveness,
but rather a declaration of God’s desire for
repentance and the living of a holy life.
Absolution is reserved for Maundy
Thursday.
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Directory Coming Soon!
Does the Church Office have
your correct address, phone
numbers, and email address? If
there are any changes, send an
email to info@faithbellaire.org
so that it can be included in the
2016 Congregational Directory
which will be available to all
members in the coming
months.
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Karma, Sin, and Salvation
6

by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
“For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.” (Psalm 51:3)

3rd Annual Chinese
New Year Celebration
Friday, February 12
6:30 PM
Faith Center
Don’t miss this chance to
celebrate and learn from our
friends from the Orient! There
will be food, games, crafts, lion
dances, songs, and decorations
to bring in the Year of the
Monkey!
Invite your family, friends and
neighbors. Everyone is welcome!

A Chinese friend came to me the other day and shared his spiritual
struggle. A good friend of his, a medical doctor in his early forties, recently
died from a sudden heart attack. My friend said, “We grew up together. His
parents and my parents are close friends. I know both he and his father
were very good doctors. They were people of good hearts and good
characters. It bothers me so much that such a terrible thing happened to
him and his family.” I remember he told me that he used to visit a Buddhist temple and
read Buddhism books in the past. So I asked him, “You have trouble with karma, do you?”
Karma is a very popular concept in Hinduism and Buddhism. It is the law of moral
causation. According to karma, a person’s bad or good actions in this and previous lives
determines your fate in your future existence. When Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Teacher,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9:2) That was a karma
question. The familiar English phrases like “what goes around, comes around” or “violence
begets violence” sounds very karmic. A Buddhist or Hindu will not fail to recognize these
karma sayings in the bible: “A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their
flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Sprit, from the Sprit
will reap eternal life.” (Galatians 6:7-8), “As I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow
trouble reap the same.” (Job 4:8), and “Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, and a stone will
come back on him who starts it rolling.” (Proverbs 26:27).
The Bible makes it very clear that all of our moral actions have far-reaching consequences.
In the very beginning of the Ten Commandants, God says, “For I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth
generations of those who hate me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love me
and keep my commandments.” (Exodus 20:5-6) But you will often run into trouble if you
use karma to explain why and how a misfortune befalls an innocent and decent person.
Jesus rejected the simplistic explanation that the blind man’s sin or his parent’s sin was
responsible for his blindness. God blasted Job’s friend for blaming Job for his personal
tragedies.
Judeo-Christian religion has a nuance and communal understanding of sin and its impact.
The prophets in the Old Testament often looked at the impact of sin from a societal
perspective. They emphasize what sin does to the social and moral fabrics of the whole
society. That is why justice and righteousness or injustice and unrighteousness are often
treated together in the bible.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning
Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

I explained to my Chinese friend that there are so many innocent people in this world
suffering because we do not live in a world of perfect justice. Good people may not receive
reward and bad people may go unpunished. What is more, the effect of sin is pretty much
like what smog does to all who breathe the hazardous air. No one in this world is immune
to sin, evil, and suffering.
But there is hope! The Bible teaches that Jesus suffered and died in the place of sinners to
atone for the sins of the world. The vicious cycle of bad karma and sin is broken by the
cross of Jesus. We who follow the compassionate Jesus are thus saved from the curses of
sin and death. “If anyone is in Christ Jesus, he is a new creation; the old has passed away,
behold, the new has come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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Tom Oliver is an “insider” to the college
admissions process having spent over 25
years in Admissions work for several
Texas schools – SMU, Southwestern, TCU
and Trinity. He is currently Vice
Are you thinking about
President for Enrollment Services at
college? If so, you may be
Texas
Lutheran
University and is ready to help you
wondering what school is
succeed.
right for you, how to fill
out a strong college
The workshop is open to all. Walk-ins are
application, and how Financial Aid works.
welcome. However, to guarantee a space, you may
sign up in advance by contacting the TLU Center for
You can now have all your questions answered on
Servant Leadership by email at RHruza@TLU.edu or
February 21, where presenter Tom Oliver will be
covering everything you need to know before you get by phone at 830-372-8160.
to school!

College
Bound Workshop
7
Sunday, February 21 @ 2:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

Gathering and Heritage worshippers for the most items
brought and the most money donated. Last year, Team
Hey football fans, step away Gathering won by a nose, but this year may be
different (we hear reports of players switching teams).
from the TV for a few
So mark your bags as “Team Gathering” or “Team
minutes and go to your
kitchen to fill a bag or write Heritage” and write the number of items in your bag
a check for The Souper Bowl on the outside of it. If you choose to make a monetary
donation, there will be designated soup pot available in
of Caring!
the narthex before and after each service for
If you don’t know about the Souper Bowl of Caring, the donations. Checks should be made to Christian
Community Service Center (CCSC) or Faith Lutheran
idea was born in 1990 by a youth group in Columbia,
Church. Be sure to write “Souper Bowl” on the memo
South Carolina. Exactly 22 churches in the area
line along with your team (Gathering or Heritage).
participated the first year and collected canned food
plus donations to give directly to their local charities.
In a related subject, Faith Food Team is looking for
That year they raised $5,700! In 2015, more than
$100,000,000 was raised for soup kitchens, food banks, volunteers each week of February to help CCSC
and other charities worldwide. In the Houston area last Emergency Services food pantry for three hours. CCSC
is located at Gethsemane campus of St. Luke’s United
year, over 7,500 groups raised $8,416,689 for local
Methodist Church (6856 Bellaire Blvd). We share our
charities.
time with needy families, helping with groceries, and
items for personal hygiene, as well as provide
So now is the time for Faith Lutheran Church (one of
the 7,500 Houston groups) to make donations of non- information about where they can find local resources
for employment, medical care, and other services. If
perishable food items and/or money through Faith’s
you or someone you know would like more
Annual Souper Bowl of Caring campaign.
information about this opportunity to serve, please
contact Janis Frnka at jjfdds@yahoo.com or
To participate, please fill one or more grocery bags
831-794-6308.
with non-perishable food items and return them on

The Souper Bowl of Caring – Join the Teams
February 7

Sunday, February 7 between services. Like last year, we
will have a friendly team competition between The
7
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2016 Congregation Council Elected; Budget Approved

At our Fall Congregation Meeting in November, the congregation elected our Congregation
Council and approved the proposed budget of $1,153,111.
2016 Faith Lutheran Church Council
Don Hodde, President
Beth Bruce, Vice President
Wendy Farner, Second Vice President
Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer
Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Secretary
Joann Welton, Recording Secretary
Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality, Chair
Evangeline Dai, Hospitality

Roxy Funchess, Community Life, Chair
Terry Amundson, Community Life
Elaine Gabriel, Parish Education, Chair
Dave Gohlke, Parish Education
Tom Dorman, Property, Chair
Art Grove, Property
Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, Chair
Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry

Jon Holmes, Stewardship, Chair
Brian Taylor, Stewardship
Joye Roll, Worship, Chair
Andy Wang, Worship
Terri Schlather, Youth and Family, Chair
Yvonne Moody, Youth and Family

wider church. I guest lectured at Houston Graduate School of
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology Theology in the areas of worship and the Old Testament. I led
worship for Tri-Synodical Theological Conference and designed
I’m still doing a bit of “year in review” reflecting visual worship presentations for Synod Assembly. I organized the
third annual Tune Up worship band gathering with around 100
as we move into the second month of 2016.
2015 was a very interesting year for me. In my church musicians and techs in attendance. I was a workshop
presenter and event planner for “Called to Be a Living Voice,” the
personal life I experienced some things that
ELCA’s Worship Jubilee in Atlanta. I curated art and served on the
were very unfamiliar to me. Going through a
design team for “The Church’s Journey in Art and Song” which is
separation (in December 2014) and a divorce
included in the Reformation 500 Sourcebook being published by
was painful, awkward, and a challenge. However, in my
Augsburg Fortress later this year. I participated in a consultation
professional life, I experienced some things that were very
with other worship practitioners in considering the ongoing
exciting to me. Several opportunities led me to consider 2015
renewal of worship in our denomination. It was a busy year! All
one of the most productive years in my ministry.
these opportunities were thrilling as my hope is to see worship
The music ministry at Faith reached new heights this past year.
continually grow in our church.
Under the direction of Alan Balius, the Faith Choir welcomed
One of the big upgrades coming in 2016 will be a new video
several new members, steadily growing through the year, and
projection system in our sanctuary. The proposal for this upgrade
continued their dedicated leadership of the Heritage worship.
was submitted last year and the equipment will be in place very
We recruited a new musician for 6TEN, Adrian Joseph, who is a
soon. The new system will include two new projectors and
passionate, talented, young worship leader. We launched
screens in the front of the sanctuary. Since the installation of our
Chinese worship on Sunday mornings and had several
first system, video projection has become an indispensable tool
opportunities to organize and lead Combined Worship services
for leading worship at Faith, and we are ready for a boost in this
using Chinese and English. All the ensembles at Faith helped in
area. Included with the new video projection system is another
the recording of a new CD that will be available for your
video camera for higher quality live streaming and recording. The
enjoyment and devotion in the near future.
sound and video systems in the Fellowship Hall will also receive
2015 was a good year for the web ministry at Faith. We
an upgrade this year!
redesigned our homepage, FaithBellaire.org, with a new
As I look back on how 2015 unfolded in my personal life, I’m
template and color scheme. FaithBellaire.org had over 37,000
grateful that I belong to Faith Lutheran Church. Many of you
page views by over 14,000 visitors last year. The live stream of
offered words of encouragement and support to me as I faced a
our Sunday morning worship services in the sanctuary had an
new reality. Not once was I worried that anyone would be
increasing audience, averaging around 12 people participating
judgmental toward me. God used the ministry of Faith as an
online every week. We also created a new website for Faith
anchor in my life through a very turbulent year. Thank you for
Schools, helping to raise its visibility in our community.
being a blessing to me!
Last year, I was blessed to continue being a resource for the

Looking Back at 2015...
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Raising Children in the Faith
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation
9

9

religiously active as young adults,” according to data from the
latest wave of research.

How do we help develop consequential faith
for students? How do we help them remain
active as young adults? The answer has been
at home all along: parents.

So, what do we do? We help parents realize their key role in
transmitting faith to the next generation is by working with their
children at an early age and empower them to take on that
responsibility. That includes making sure pastors and family
“Mothers and fathers who ‘practice what they ministers work cooperatively with parents and encourage
preach and preach what they practice’ are the major influences parents and children to worship together. More than that, we've
to their children in relation to adolescents keeping their faith
got to continue to find meaningful ways for children to be
into their 20s,” according to new findings from a landmark study tangibly involved in congregational life.
of youth and religion. “Just one percent of teenagers, ages 15 to
17 and who were raised by parents who attached little
For their part, parents need to realize a hands-off approach to
importance to religion, were highly religious in their mid-to-late religion has consequences and churches need to realize the vital
20s.” In contrast, “82% of children raised by parents who talked role they play in partnership, empowerment, and
about faith at home, attached great importance to their beliefs, encouragement.
and were active in their congregations were themselves

Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will
meet on Thursday, February 4
at 10:00 AM in the Conference
Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study.
Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and
drinks are provided. Socializing with the group is
so joyful.
All are welcome!!

Women’s
Connection
Women's
Connection will meet
on February 9 inside
the lobby by the church
office at 9:30 AM. Everyone is welcome! You should
join us!
For more information about the Women’s Connection,
please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

This February marks one year since we expanded our Mother’s
Day Out program to five days per week. It has definitely been a
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools
year of growth and learning not only for the children, but for
the staff as well. We have successfully licensed the program
Happy New Year! Great things are already
and have upgraded all aspects of the program. It has been quite
happening at Faith Schools this year. On
a journey, but it has been worth it! We have just about
January 4, several children from all age
DOUBLED the number of families served by the program and
levels performed at the inauguration
ceremony of the new Mayor of Bellaire. The have many families that have signed up for the five day per
week option. When we started, we had about 46 children
children sang “God Bless America!” and
“Sing,” a song they’ve been practicing in the enrolled and attending school two days per week. Now, we see
88 families per week with a rapidly growing waiting list. Ms. Jill
afternoons for several months. They wore their blue FLDS tis so busy with tours that she is now signing interested families
shirts and performed confidently (even several Young 3s!)
up for group tours, and the feedback has been wonderful, even
before an audience at the Bellaire City Hall. They were quite
proud of themselves, and many parents joined us for the event. after a somewhat rocky transition. We’ve increased our
numbers without advertising all thanks to the families who are
I was proud of the children, as well. We had very little time to
9currently enrolled in the programs. They are so pleased that
practice and they performed like professionals. Bravo to our
they invited their friends to come join us. We are excited to see
shining stars who represented our Day School so well.
what is in store for our MDO program in 2016!

Faith Schools

e
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Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or
class has been
scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to
our facilities are locked during office
hours.



We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and intercom
system at the office doors to the
administrative wing. The office staff
will buzz you in if the office doors
are locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.



You may wonder why the doors are
locked during the week. It’s a matter
of security for staff, visitors, the Day
School, and Mother’s Day Out. The
facility is large, and if all the doors
are unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in.
Thank you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office hours.

The St. Olaf Choir Performance
Tuesday, February 9 at 7:00 PM
Grace Presbyterian Church
10221 Ella Lee Lane, Houston, TX

Ash Wednesday Worship
Wednesday, February 10
11:45 AM and 7:00 PM
Sanctuary



3rd Annual Chinese
New Year Celebration
Friday, February 12 @ 6:30 PM
Faith Center



Blood Drive
Sunday, February 21
Room 300



College Bound Workshop
Sunday, February 21 @ 2:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

If you have any questions about upcoming events,
please email info@faithbellaire.org.
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11
11
8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—February 2016
February 7

February 14

February 21

February 28

Acolyte

Sam Kennedy

Audrey DeKunder

Dillon Williams

Matt Schawe

Crucifer

Annika Becker

Ella DeKunder

JD Jones

Helen Schawe

Lector

Carl Watson

Bryan Ives

Janice Kolosseus

Karen Elsen

Communion
Assistants

Carol Watson
Sharon Richter

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Asst Minister

Karen Elsen

Carol Strawn

Carol Strawn

Bob Medlen

Ushers

Troy Becker
Randy Schawe

Doug Elsen
Chris Jones

Doug Elsen
Chris Jones

Bill Freeman
Art Grove

Altar Guild

Barbara Hodde
Joann Welton

Joann Welton

Joann Welton

Diana Freeman
Dorothy Rosenbaum

10:50 AM

February 7

February 14

February 21

February 28

Acolytes

Sabrina Schlather
Josh Boihem

Nate Michaud
Zach Michaud

Lisa Rollinson
Alice Tian

Caleb Seitz
Dylan McGouldrick

Communion
Assistants

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Kelley Keller
Helen Hecht

Wendy Farner
Susan Tallman

Nancy Holmes
Jon Holmes

Asst Minister

Wendy Farner

Lauren Apollo

Lauren Apollo

Susan Tallman

Ushers

Nancy Holmes
Jon Holmes

The Parkan Family

The Lerch Family
Jim Rollinson

Roxy Funchess
Susan Tallman

Altar Guild

Barbara Hodde
Joann Welton

Joann Welton

Joann Welton

Diana Freeman
Dorothy Rosenbaum

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan11Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian

8
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Uni. (201)

15
All Day MM Article Due
All Day President’s Day
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
5:30 PM Parish Ed Meeting (Library)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Uni. (201)

22
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Uni. (201)

29
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Uni. (201)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

14
All Day Valentine’s Day
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Cong. Meeting/Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

21
All Day Blood Drive (300)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:30 AM Hospitality Meeting (Kitc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:00 PM College Bound Event (FH)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:00 PM HS Night (400,401)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

28
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (400,401)

1
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (gym)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Uni. (201)

Mon

7
All Day Souper Bowl of Caring
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

Sun
2

12
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

23

16

24
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Service (Sanc)
12:30 PM Lunch (Gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:15 PM Dinner (Gym)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM Lent Service (Sanc)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

17
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Service (Sanc)
12:30 PM Lunch (Gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:15 PM Dinner (Gym)
7:00 PM Lent Service (Sanc)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

10
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Ash Wed Service (Sanc)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:45 PM BA MOMS (309)
7:00 PM Ash Wed Service (Sanc)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

3
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
6:15 PM Social Ministry Meeting
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

25
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

18
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

11
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

4
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:45 PM Executive Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Thu

6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Chinese New Years
Celebration (Gym)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM PNO (Gym)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

26

19

12

5

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Camp Interview (101)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

12

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Meeting (101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (lobby)
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Meeting (108)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

February 2016 - Calendar of Events
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