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New Music Recording Coming Soon!
2

by Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our kick-starter recording fund! All the
music ensembles at Faith were part of a recording that we made in late November. The
music is being mixed and mastered now. You can expect to hear this new recording in
early 2016!
Music and worship are a central part of the ministry of Faith. This new audio recording
will be a great snapshot of the diverse worship we bring to God every Sunday. It will be
a great tool for introducing Faith to your friends and neighbors, and something we can
use to welcome new members to our church. Both an mp3 download and CD will be
available. You can still help us get this project “kick-started.” Recording a project like
this takes the investment of some money. We need a recording engineer, a mastering
engineer, duplication of CDs, mechanical licenses for copyright holders, artwork, etc. To
help us fund this project we are providing several different options for pre-ordering. You
can pre-order the recording with cash, check (include the memo “recording”), or online
at FaithBellaire.org/give. Here are the different rewards we’re offering for helping us
fund the recording:
KICK-START OUR FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH MUSIC RECORDING!
Pledge $10 or more

You get a digital download of the full recording!

Pledge $20 or more

You get a digital download and a CD
of the full recording!
You get a digital download and a CD of the full recording
plus a copy of the original vinyl LP recording from 1979!
You get everything listed above plus listing as an
Executive Producer in the liner notes!

Pledge $100 or more
Pledge $200 or more

Songs on the recording include: “Only a Man” (Adrian Joseph), “I Shall Not Be
Moved” (Faith Choir), “Great God Who Saves” (Faith Alive! Band), “I Love to Tell the
Story” (Organ), “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (Handbell Choir), “You’ll Never Leave
Me, Nor Forsake Me” (Chinese Worship), “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” (Organ),
Ukranian Bell Carol (Handbell Choir), “How Lovely are the Messengers” (Faith Choir),
“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” (Faith Alive! Band), “Before the Marvel of
this Night” (Faith Choir), and “Be a Blessing” (Faith Alive! Band).
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rose and have come to worship him” (Matthew 2:2).
King Herod’s luxurious palace was the logical place to look
for the newborn king of the Jews, but Jesus was not
there.

Prayer Corner - “King of All”
3 Porter
by Peggy

The Epiphany of Our Lord. January 6, 2016:

When he left his throne to become human, Jesus set
aside the riches of heaven and was born of a poor,
humble virgin. He was meek and humble enough to be
born in a shelter for animals, that we might someday live
in the mansions of heaven.

Read Matthew 2:10-12 and Psalm 119:48

And going into the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:11)
He came to be King, Savior, and Lord of all the children of
Adam and Eve scattered across the face of the earth. He
January 5 is the twelfth and final day of Christmas.
set aside his wealth and lived in poverty on earth to earn
Epiphany is when we remember the Wise Men following for us the kingdom of God. He suffered and died on the
the star to worship the Christ Child.
cross for our sins to comfort us when we mourn them.
Arriving in Jerusalem, they asked, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it

Pray: Lord Jesus, thank you for revealing your salvation to
all nations and to sinners like me. Amen.

President’s Page—Happy New Year! Welcome to 2016!
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear, be totally ready to receive the gift that’s coming when Jesus arrives.
Don’t lazily slip back into those old grooves of evil, doing just what you feel like doing. You didn’t know any better
then; you do now. As obedient children, let yourselves be pulled into a way of life shaped by God’s life, a life
energetic and blazing with holiness. God said, “I am holy; you be holy.” 1 Peter 1:13-16 (The Message)

There is always something exciting about the fresh start of a New Year! For many of us, it is a time to get back to
routine after some welcome time off for holidays, celebrating the birth of our Savior, spending time with friends
and family, and taking some time to reflect, both on the year just completed and the year ahead.
That’s why I open my first monthly message to you as President of Faith Lutheran Church with the bible verse above! We just
celebrated the gift of the arrival of Jesus! It’s time to roll up our sleeves and with the vigor that comes with starting a new
year get on with our mission to bless the world with faith, hope, and love!
But first, let me start by introducing myself to you! My name is Don Hodde, I’m 58 years old, and I’m a lifelong Lutheran. I
grew up in Brenham, graduated from Texas A&M in 1980 and moved to Houston to begin my career with Pennzoil. I now
work for Shell, still serving in the field that I love: Information Technology! I started attending Faith in 1981. I met my wife
Barbara here at Faith and we married in 1988. She too is a lifelong Lutheran and was raised in this church! We have three
adult boys: Matthew (26) lives in Charleston, South Carolina and serves in the US Navy. Nathan (24) lives here in Houston and
works as an 8th grade history teacher for Cy-Fair Schools. Paul (21) is attending college here in Houston.
I’ve been very active in Faith throughout my time here, serving at an adult leader for high school youth, a teacher for youth
and adults, and as a church council member in a variety of roles. I took care of the church’s computer network and systems
for a number of years, and was part of a team that helped launch The Gathering service 15 years ago. I recently completed
my second three-year term as a lay member on the Gulf Coast Synod Council.
So given my faith journey, I am excited to be serving as President of Faith Lutheran in 2016 and for the opportunities ahead! I
want to thank Kathy Patrick for all of her hard work and leadership as President in 2015. As noted in her message to you in
Continue on Next Page
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this month’s Mountain Mover, last year was a busy year for Faith, with many accomplishments that were a direct result of
Kathy’s leadership. She has served our church and God well, and I look forward to her wise council and continued leadership in
our church in the4years ahead.
As we move into 2016, we thank God for how he is using Faith’s campus and people to touch so many lives on a weekly basis.
We have developed exciting new ministries to build on things we have done well for a long time. We have an awesome staff,
broad worship opportunities, and ways for our members to serve. Faith is a great place to call your church home, isn’t it?
This is why I encourage you all to look at ways you personally can make sure those already coming to our campus as well as
those in our community “not yet here” get an opportunity to find that out! We can start with simple invitations to “come and
see.” Come and see what is going on at Faith Lutheran and why it can be a great church home for them too!
A key focus for me this year will be to lead the Church Council and the Executive Board in putting “flesh on the bones” of the
revisions we made in 2015 to our Church Constitution and Bylaws. That might not sound romantic, but these documents define
the leadership model for our congregation. All of the changes made were designed to enhance how we move our mission
forward. It will be important that your new Council embrace the changes that better enables them to carry out their
responsibilities.

2016 Faith Lutheran Church Council
Don Hodde, President

Roxy Funchess, Community Life, Chair

Jon Holmes, Stewardship, Chair

Beth Bruce, Vice President

Terry Amundson, Community Life

Brian Taylor, Stewardship

Wendy Farner, Second Vice President

Elaine Gabriel, Parish Education, Chair

Joye Roll, Worship, Chair

Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer

Dave Gohlke, Parish Education

Andy Wang, Worship

Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Secretary

Tom Dorman, Property, Chair

Terri Schlather, Youth and Family, Chair

Joann Welton, Recording Secretary

Art Grove, Property

Yvonne Moody, Youth and Family

Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality, Chair

Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, Chair

Evangeline Dai, Hospitality

Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry

I also want you to know I am here to serve you this year. I look forward to partnering with you in serving others with Christ-like
love. Your Church Council is eager to hear your ideas about how we might do that, as well as your general opinions on what we
do well, and where we can do better! I encourage you to get to know your Council members. They need your support, prayers,
and ideas to move our mission forward. While I am available as well to discuss what’s on your mind, per our church
communication policy as President I will refer you to appropriate Council members to bring forward any items for Council
action.
Together we will let ourselves “be pulled into a way of life shaped by God’s life, a life energetic and blazing with holiness.”
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The Rearview Mirror
by Kathy Patrick, 2015 Faith Lutheran Church Council President
5

“I thought happiness was Lubbock, Texas in my rearview
mirror….” That was the refrain of a popular song—one whose
initial message was that happiness is leaving the past behind.
Over the course of the song, though, it became clear that
happiness consists in both mindfulness of the past and hope for
the future. It is in that spirit that my last article as President is
written.
The Past
This year’s Council has been busy. Over the course of the year, we have
reformed and revised our Constitution and Bylaws, concluded a successful fundraising campaign for Lutherhill ($140,000+ woo hoo!!), authorized a significant
financing to make needed repairs to our air conditioning and other vital
facilities, and committed ourselves to support our Latino brothers and sisters at
St. James/Santiago Apostol and El Buen Pastor by providing both money and a
ministry of presence and prayer among them.
Faith is consistently recognized as a leading congregation in the Synod. Leaders
on your Church Council also fill important roles on the Synod Council (Don
Hodde), the African Descent Mission Table (Stacy Williams), the Asian Descent
Mission Table (Pastor Tan), the Latino Mission Table (myself), and at LEAD, the
Synod’s Leadership Development organization (Peggy Hahn).
Led by Pastor Kerry, we have also done important work to understand, within
the church, the need to build bridges across generations, across ethnicities, and
to acknowledge the brokenness that exists as a result of intractable issues of
racism, discrimination, and to discuss the important role of a Gospel of Peace in
an increasingly violent culture. We must continue to build on this work so that
we can live the reality of what it means to “love our neighbors as ourselves.”
The Present
Faith committed itself to two important outreach ministries, both of which are
doing well, and our existing worship and youth ministries continue to evidence
our commitments to radical hospitality.

The 6TEN Service provides an important bridge and healing ministry for people
in recovery, those who love them, and those who once thought that the church
had no room for them. Even if that doesn’t describe you, the stillness,
contemplation, and candid conversations in this service are restorative to the
soul. Give yourself a Christmas present and go experience 6TEN for yourself. It
happens in the Faith Center on Sunday evenings at 6:10 PM.
Faith Chinese Fellowship is a vibrant community of Mandarin speakers who
meet for worship on Sunday mornings at 10:50 AM. The simple hopefulness of
the Gospel, preached among many who are new to Christianity, is a deep
expression of our commitment to radical hospitality. You are most welcome to
attend the worship service, or to engage more deeply with those in the Chinese
5
fellowship by joining the Partners in Faith program. It is a wonderful
way to
meet and learn from them and to share your faith.
Continue on Next Page

The mission
of Faith
Lutheran
Church
is to follow
Jesus in
blessing the
world with
faith, hope,
and love.
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Day School Christmas Program
6

Our youth group has been revitalized, with an energetic
schedule and a challenging trip to the National Youth
Gathering. Under the leadership of Jason Houlihan, their
work at Faith Camp continues to provide a loving,
welcoming, and meaningful summer encounter for the
children and adults in our community. Their homeless lunch
and grace bag ministries are important reminders that in
this—the wealthiest country in the world—there are still
people on the margins who do not have “enough.”

this is a ministry that tends to be “out there.” Here are
questions to ponder:
What changes would we need to make to “create space for
poor or marginalized people to experience God’s healing
presence, power, and provision” at Faith on Sunday
mornings?

Do we send subtle messages in our worship and community
life that make poor people feel they are objects of charity,
Our worship life is vibrant, varied, and vital as a result of
rather than beloved brothers and sisters who are welcome
the work of our pastors and our Director of Worship,
to make their lives among us? Is it possible that our
Clayton Faulkner. Just pause for a moment and
missional model is based on the life of Barnabas? He was a
contemplate the fact that this community, which has
faithful early Christian who discerned the needs of the
roughly 600 members, is so committed to radical hospitality world around him, then devoted his money and managerial
and dynamic worship that it offers four entirely different
skills to support and expand the mission of Christ in other
worship experiences each weekend: a Heritage worship
communities beyond his own.
service featuring traditional music and liturgy, a Gathering
service featuring both contemporary music and ancient
We have two examples before us now: Faith Chinese
chant, a Mandarin-speaking service, and a 6TEN service,
Fellowship and 6TEN (which are on our campus) and our
which speaks the language of recovery.
Latino ministry partnerships at Santiago and El Buen Pastor
(which take place elsewhere). Both work in different ways,
The Future
but to quote Pastor Kerry, we must constantly ask, “How
can we be the kind of place to which God can entrust new
With so much to celebrate, there is still much to
people?”
contemplate about our future.
Faith Formation for All People
Creating Space
We think of ourselves as welcoming, but what more do we
Our ministry often takes the form of giving to the poor. We need to do to serve those who might feel “among” us
do important work with CCSC, at Back to School, at
rather than “part of” us? Churches sometimes appear to
Gethsemane Food Pantry, and at Jingle Bell Express, but
Continue on Next Page
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expect they will do ministry only among two-parent, heterosexual, middle-class
families. This is7a particular problem in the Lutheran church, which is 93% white
and largely European in its orientation, economic status and culture.
But there are now many kinds of families at Faith and in the community around
us. Many of them parent children who have joined their families other than by
birth. Parenting is hard, parenting alone can be doubly-so, but the church can be
helpful in forming faith for people and families of all ages and types.
Please join me in praying this year that a single parent will step forward to form a
learning group around how to be a single parent. We need a leader to step
forward to form a learning group around parenting teenagers. And, since I’m
there now, I sure wish someone would form a group around how to parent young
adults—because they may think they don’t need a parent, but they do. And as
the parent of young adults, it would also be great if we had more going on for
young adults so that when they “age out” of Youth Group, they don’t lose the
connections they’ve made in their life here at Faith. And we could also use a
group to support those who are now providing support for aging parents, as well
as a group about (fill in a need you see here________________).
My message: Learning by doing it alone is really, really hard, but learning by
doing it together can change lives. Don’t wait for someone else to step forward;
God is calling you to serve. Listen to the voice of the Spirit. Give yourself
permission to step forward and serve. As a missional congregation, as Pastor
Kerry says, we seek to be a “community of communities,” “a gathering of
gatherings,” a congregation where the door is always open and it is easy for
someone to either find, or even better, make a place for themselves and their
families. Find a way to be a part of making this a reality in the coming year.
The Rearview Mirror
As I look in the rearview mirror, there is much to be proud of. But we all know
that if you drive looking in the rearview mirror all the time, you’ll get in a wreck.
So this is a time to glance back to where we’ve been, but let’s keep our focus
forward so we stay on the road the Holy Spirit has put before us. Let’s all listen
for the Spirit’s voice about the future God wants to build here at Faith so we can
all say, “Yes, we will follow.”
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President. Please keep Faith, its
wonderful staff, your new Council, and the new Council President, Don Hodde, in
your prayers.
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God, Our Ultimate Travel Planner
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

8

As I am writing this message, 2016 is just two weeks away. I am thinking
of many folks who are thinking about their New Year’s resolutions.
Actually, I myself have several things I’d like to work on in 2016. After
all, we are goal-oriented, aren’t we? Here are four things I’d like to invite
you to consider as we look forward to a new year ahead of us.
First, God is our hope and our future and we have access to the hope
and future through faith. Jesus says, “My Father is still working, and I
also am working” (John 5:17). I take Jesus’ words at face value and I hope you also
believe that he still does what he says. It is my hope that we all resolve to live a faithful
life in 2016, trusting that God is up to something in our church and our personal life in
2016. Are you troubled by the events all around us? Are you worried and anxious about
what is going to happen in your life? I’d like to offer this saying for you to ponder,
“When you are down to nothing, God is up to something.” Faith has the power to move
mountains, and I certainly hope you have the desire to exercise mountain-moving faith.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning
Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone Welcome

Second, seek to do God’s will and to honor his name. Whatever plans and dreams you
have for 2016 and beyond, I urge you to keep God at the center of your life. Psalm 127
reads, “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the
Lord guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain.” What do you want to “build” and to
“guard” in 2016? Is it in sync with God’s good will for you? I know it is not a simple or
easy task to discern God’s will for every move we’d like to make. That is why prayer is so
essential to Christian living. In prayer, we strive to listen to the small, still voice of God,
asking the question, “Lord, is this the right thing? The right time? The right place? The
right person? The right word? The right action? Lord, show me the way and lead me and
guide me.” Proverbs 16:1-3 says, “We can make our own plans, but the LORD gives the
right answer, People may be pure in their own eyes, but the LORD examines their
motives. Commit your actions to the LORD, and your plans will succeed.”
Third, be open to the surprising work of the Holy Spirit. During the second missionary
journey of Apostle Paul, he wanted to stay in Asia to spread the good news. But the Holy
Spirit gave him no liberty to do so. As Paul was seeking God's direction for his ministry, a
vision was given to him in a dream--he saw a man from Macedonia standing before him
and said to him, "Come over into Macedonia, and help us." Paul took this to be a call
from God to preach the gospel to the people of Macedonia. He was obedient to this
calling by changing his missionary itinerary, which in turn changed world history. Are you
willing to be open to the lead and guidance of the Holy Spirit? It is wise to leave enough
room for the Holy Spirit to surprise you and urge you to do new things in 2016.
Fourth, learn to keep earthly things in the heavenly perspective, and temporary things in
eternal perspective. Apostle Paul says, “And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we
are more to be pitied than anyone in the world” (1 Corinthians 15:19). Jesus Christ’s
resurrection gives us the hope for eternal joy and glory in heaven. The British evangelist
John Stott said, “Lift up your eyes! You are certainly a creature of time, but you are also a
child of eternity. You are a citizen of heaven and an alien in exile on earth, a pilgrim
traveling to the celestial city…we have important duties on earth, but we must never
allow them to preoccupy us in such a way that we forget who we are or where we are
going.” We are sojourners. Let us look upward as we make our pilgrimage journey,
remembering “what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will give us
later” (Romans 8:18).
8

God’s blessing to you all in 2016.
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Parent’s Night Out
January 15 and 29
Faith Center Gym
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old. The cost is
$15 for one child, $10 per each additional child (same household)
with a $45 household max. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org
to ensure that we have a spot for your kiddos.

New Year! New Beginning!
by Mardi Mayerhoff, First Place 4 Health Leader

The New Year is often the time when we are all trying to start something
new; whether it be a diet, an exercise program, finding more time for
Bible study and prayer, or improving our relationships with family, friends,
and new acquaintances. If you are ready for a new beginning in one or
more of these areas, the First Place 4 Health small group meeting might
be the place to be on Tuesday evenings from 7 PM to 8:30 PM at Faith
Lutheran Church in Room 309 of the Faith Center. Our Bible study is titled
A New Beginning. The group consists of men and women, some of
whom are members of the Faith family and some who live near Faith but attend other churches.
To find out more about the First Place 4 Health program you can attend the orientation on Tuesday, January 19,
2016 at 7:00 PM. After that meeting, you can decide whether to participate or not in the Bible study and healthy
living program that begins on Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 7:00 PM.
If you want more information prior to January 19th, please call Mardi Mayerhoff at 713-203-1875, ask someone
who is currently in the group or has been in the past, or go to www.FP4H.com.
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
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Thank
10 You from the Church Staff!
We are tremendously blessed to serve alongside such a
fantastic congregation we call family. We appreciate your love,
support, and gifts during this Christmas season. We are
grateful to serve and worship God with you and to partner in
this ministry together. Thank you again Faith family for your
blessing and all that you do!
Your staff,
Pastor Kerry, Pastor Tan, Clayton,
Stacy, Jason, Yu, Alex, Alan, Alicia, Darrell, and Ana

Epiphany: Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the World
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

“Stars cross the sky, wise men journey from pagan lands, earth receives its savior in a cave. Let
there be no one without a gift to offer, no one without gratitude as we celebrate the salvation of
the world, the birthday of the human race. Now it is no longer, ‘dust you are and to dust you shall
return,’ but ‘you are joined to heaven and into heaven shall you be taken up.’” (Basil the Great, AD
330-379)
The feast of Epiphany always falls on January 6. In our liturgical calendar, Christmas is not concluded until January
5, which is 12 days after December 25. The idea of celebrating Christmas all the way up to January 5 is not something our civil/secular calendar is used to. By January 5 the calendar year has changed and most people are off to
newer things. The season of Epiphany can easily get lost in the mix. Why is Epiphany significant?
Interestingly, in the early church the feast of Epiphany was the original celebration of Jesus’ birth. For 300 years
there was incongruity between the church in the East and West as to when Christ’s birth would be celebrated. The
birth of Christ was eventually settled on December 25 to replace the pagan feast of the Roman Sol Invictus (the
Unconquered Sun). January 6 became the day to celebrate Jesus’ manifestation as the Son of God and the Savior
of the world. The season of Epiphany is always linked to three significant events: the visitation of the Magi, the
baptism of Jesus, and the marriage feast of Cana.
Epiphany is the conclusion of the Christmas cycle that begins in Advent. The expectation and waiting for Messiah is
fulfilled in the manifestation of Jesus to the world. Jesus was the incarnation of God’s love for the world, and we as
the hands and feet of Jesus are the continually unfolding epiphany of God’s love in Jesus.
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at that dot. That's here. That's home. That's us. On it 11
everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation
ever heard of, every human being who ever was, lived
11
Scientists estimate that the universe is out their lives. The aggregate of our joy and suffering,
13.77 billion years old, the earth is 5.4
thousands of confident religions, ideologies, and
billion years old, and that humans have economic doctrines, every hunter and forager, every hero
been living on earth for just over 200
and coward, every creator and destroyer of civilization,
thousand years. To illustrate that, if you every king and peasant, every young couple in love, every
were to stretch out your arms and let
mother and father, hopeful child, inventor and explorer,
that represent earth’s entire geological history and now every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, every
take a nail file to scrape a bit of that gross overgrown
'superstar,' every 'supreme leader,' every saint and sinner
fingernail your partner’s been nagging you about off, you in the history of our species lived there - on a mote of
would have wiped out humanity’s entire existence.
dust suspended in a sunbeam.”

Hope Past the Vapor

On average, humans can survive over three weeks with
no food. Water, on the other hand, makes up 65% of our

Here we are, tiny specs of dust, on the pale blue dot,
coming into existence for a moment, hurling though

body and we would die within 3 days without it. This
makes water the very essence of our being. It keeps us
alive, even more so than food. Now vapor, on the other
hand, can destroy our bodies. Humidity is the measure of
water vapor in the air. The higher the humidity, the less
our perspiration evaporates, the less effective it is in
cooling us down, therefore causing our body to expel
more and more liquids in an attempt to cool our bodies
down, which can lead to dehydration. In other words, the
more vapor that surrounds you, the more water you will
need in order to survive. The Book of Ecclesiastes refers
to the world around us as vapor. Meaningless.

space and time before flickering back out. Dust to dust.
Ashes to ashes. These moments are all we have. We love,
we write books, we work, we mourn, we build empires,
and wage wars. Often we attempt to hide from the fact
that these moments we have are temporary. Our jobs,
our 60 thousand dollar Mercedes, our music, our legacies,
will all flicker out at some point with everything else.

This all can be depressing, or it can be liberating. We can
go around ignoring these facts or we can embrace the
fullness of the moments we have as the gifts they are.
Think back to elementary school, back to the playground
where maybe you were picked last, or back to that
Above you’ll see a picture taken from Voyager, to which 11beautiful girl who said “No, I will not dance with
Carl Sagan the great cosmologist comments: “Look again
Continue to Next Page
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Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,
January 7 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study.
Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and
drinks are provided. Socializing with the group is
so joyful.
All are welcome!!

Women’s
Connection
Women's
Connection will meet
on January 12 inside
the lobby by the
church office at 9:30 AM. Everyone is welcome! You
should join us!
For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

you,” or that Christmas you didn’t get that Red Rider BB gun. Those moments were life or death then. How do you
feel about that now? Does it seem silly? What are you worried about today? Right now? Is it any less silly? Your
job? Vapor. Your student loans? Vapor. Your divorce? Vapor. Are you worried about being unique and important?
We obsess over uniqueness, and during this time of year we talk about snowflakes and how up close they all look
so different but back the camera up and they all look sort of the same. Back the camera up and you’re just a
human. A speck of dust not all that distinctive from the other 7 billion specks. How much of our time do we spend
worrying about the vapor?
Qohelet, “The Teacher” in Ecclesiastes tells us all about the vanity of human toil and worry. Another teacher
thought about the vapor like this “Come to me all who are weary and I will give you rest. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light.” What is causing you worry and stress and keeping you from living in the fullness of now?
Because that, whatever that is, it is going to the dirt like everything and everyone else.
Why is this liberating? Because the finitude of existence is what makes life so sweet. Christmas is a wonderful time
of the year because it comes once a year not in spite of it. Parents treasure the time with their children because
those moments won’t last forever. Take a breath, let go of those things that seem weighty and realize your lungs
are keeping you alive without your ability to make them work or not.

In the New Year, peel away layers of insulation, which keep us from the truth of God’s promises. This is about
looking at our lives in as bright a light as possible, the light of Christ. It is during this time of self-reflection and
sacrificial giving and prayer that we make our way through the overgrown and tangled mess of our lives. We trudge
through the lies of our death-denying surroundings to seek the simple weighty truth of who we really are. This is
about hacking through self-delusion and false promises. We let go of all the pretenses and the destructive
independence from God. We let go of defending ourselves. We let go of our indulgent self-loathing. Then, like the
prodigal son we begin to see a God running with reckless abandon to welcome us home. But we can’t begin to see
this God until we hack through our arrogance and certainty and cynicism and ambivalence. The Psalmist says that
God delights in the truth that is deep in us. The truth. Therefore there’s no shame in the truth of who we are; the
broken and blessed beloved of God.
12
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2015 Memorial 4th Quarter
13

In Memory of Marilyn Groot
Alice Stern

In Memory of R. C. Becker
Floyd and Doris Rosenbaum

In Memory of Vernita Loesch
Billy Ziesemer
Charlie Rosenbaum
David and Barbara Ray
Douglas and Lois Fay
Earl and Del Thompson
Emma J. German
Erette Bartay
Jim and Jan Zunker
John and Anita Lacy
Mardi Mayerhoff
Mary M. White-Dollmann
Phyliss and Pete Friddell
Ray and Dorothy Rosenbaum
Rebecca Ruth Circle
Reinhardt and Martie Loesch
Ruth H. Suffield
Suzanne Girouard
Walt and Charlyn Schoenvogel

In Memory of Morjorie Luedke
Floyd and Doris Rosenbaum

In Memory of Leonard Addicks
Jim and Jan Zunker
Mardi Mayerhoff
Suzanne Girouard

In Memory of Marcia Karn's Mother
Diana Rettig
Floyd and Doris Rosenbaum
Ray and Dorothy Rosenbaum
In Memory of George Amundson's
Brother Steve
Diana Rettig
Bob and Ida Medlen
In Memory of Curtis Wichmann
Dottie Wichmann
In Memory of Terry Amundson's Father
Bob and Ida Medlen
In Memory of Clarence and Ernie Meyer
Bob and Ida Medlen
In Memory of Jimmie Jensen
Suzanne Girouard

In Memory of Ray Freels
John P. Thornton

2015 New Members and Baptisms
2nd, 3rd, and 4th Quarter
April
Aaron Allen, baptism
Jingwei Gong, baptism
Junxi Xiao, baptism
Doris Chang
Lori von Heyking
May
Debbie Jones, baptism
Wyatt Schullenberger, baptism
Hongfa Chen
Jie Chen
Yu-Jen Dai
Ella DeKunder
Andrew Strickland
Liquim Xue

August
Jayden Elliott Hahn
Jean Pavelka
October
Jeffrey Jones
Linda Rice
November
Deacon Faulkner, baptism
Georgia Daoust, baptism
Masamo Faulkner, baptism
December
Josephine Kruegar, 13
baptism

What is a Memorial?
A memorial is a
special
monetary gift
given in
memory of a
loved one or
the loved one
of a friend.
Memorials are
given instead of
flowers at the
time of death.
They are a wonderful way to give
a useful and lasting remembrance
at the time of death.
At Faith, we have a tradition of
giving memorials after the death
of a member or the loved ones of
fellow members. The gifts go into
a “Memorial Fund” which is used
for special needs at Faith, or the
gifts may be designated for a
certain ministry. A list of current
needs, approved by our Church
Council, is available at the
information desk.
A notice of the gift is sent to the
family of the deceased by the
Church Office. A record of the gift
is included on the donor’s
quarterly financial statement if
the donor is a member of Faith.
Finally, the memorials and other
special gifts contributed in
memory of someone, or in honor
of a person, or a special occasion,
are recognized quarterly in our
Mountain Mover.
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2016 Winter Season of Learning
2016 Faith Camp
Sunday Morning Adult Learning Groups
Basic Christianity (Chinese) - Led by Pastor Junfeng Tan - meets in
Faith Center Community Room #300

Circle of Friends - Led by Sara Karow - meets in Room #121 in the Day
School hallway

Sunday Morning Children and Youth Learning Groups
Faith Camp
Be a Hero
Faith Camp 2016 Camper
Registration opens
January 1.
Director and Manager
applications close on January
10, 2016.
Applications for all other
positions close on
March 31, 2016.
For more information or to fill
out an application, go to
www.faithbellaire.org/
learning/faith-camp.

Toddlers (22 months - 3 years) - meets in Faith Center Room #301
Pre K (4-5 years) - meets in Faith Center Room #307
MOVE (Grades K - 5) - meets in Faith Center Gym
Middle School - meets in Faith Center Gym
High School - meets in Faith Center Gym

Weeknight Adult Learning
Financial Peace University - Led by Clayton Faulkner, Mondays
starting in February, more information TBD

First Place 4 Health - Led by Mardi Mayerhoff, Tuesdays at 7:00 PM meets in Faith Center Room #309

Pastor's Bible Study - Led by Pastor Kerry Nelson, Wednesdays at
7:00 PM - meets in the Conference Room #101

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

If you have any questions, email the church office at
info@faithbellaire.org
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15
15
8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—January 2016
January 3

January 10

January 17

January 24

January 31

Acolyte

Sam Kennedy

Daniel Hecht

Audrey DeKunder

Andy Allen

Lisa Rollinson

Crucifer

Lisa Rollinson

Ying Stock- Bordnick

Ella DeKunder

Andrew Strickland

Caleb Seitz

Lector

Sara Karow

Sharon Koch

Carol Strawn

Sharon Richter

Doug Elsen

Communion
Assistants

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

LaRae & Cory
Nelson

LaRae & Cory
Nelson

Asst Minister

Don Hodde

Don Hodde

Myra Condit

Myra Condit

Ushers

LaRae & Cory
Nelson

LaRae & Cory
Nelson

Jeff Addicks
Earl Thompson

Jeff Addicks
Earl Thompson

Altar Guild

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Joann Welton
Doris William

Joann Welton
Doris William

10:50 AM

January 3

January 10

January

January 24

Troy Becker
Randy Schawe

January 31

Acolytes

Andrew Strickland
Dillon Williams

Nicholas Groenewold Dylan McGouldrick
Alice Tian
Annika Becker

Sabrina Schlather
Matt Schawe

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Communion
Assistants

Kelly Keller
Helen Hecht

Wendy Farner
Susan Tallman

Nancy & Jon
Holmes

Michael Farner
David Farner

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Asst Minister

James Cross

James Cross

Eric Lerch

Eric Lerch

Ushers

Mary Jane McBride
Susan Tallman

Wendy & Dave
Farner

The Parkan
Family

The Lerch Family
Jim Rollinson

Altar Guild

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Joann Welton
Doris William

Joann Welton
Doris William

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan15Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian

Mon

4
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (gym)

11
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM ESL (308)

18
All Day Martin Luther King Day
All Day Church Office Closed
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

25
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

Sun

3
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night

10
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Winter Season of Learning
Launch Day
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

17
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 PM Board of Worship Meeting
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

24/31
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Homeless Lunches
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night

16
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Jeff Davis’ Men Group (400)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Faith School Board Meeting
(101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Jeff Davis’ Men Group (400)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

26

19

27
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

20
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

13
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
6:45 PM Bellaire Moms of Multiples
(309)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:30 PM ESL (308)
6:15 PM Social Ministry Meeting
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

28
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

21
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

14
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
12:00 PM Staff Retreat (Lutherhill)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

7
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Thu

8

1

22

29
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

15
All Day Mountain Mover Due
6:00 PM Council Retreat
(Lutherhill)
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

All Day Church office/Schools
Closed
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

9

2

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

30

23

16
All Day Council Retreat (Lutherhill)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
10:00 AM Altar Guild Epiphany
Party (FH)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
3:00 PM Wedding Reception (FH)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat
16

12
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

5
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL Spring Semester (200,201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Meeting (108)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue
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