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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone,
because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
to all, as any had need.
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who
were being saved. Acts 2:42-47

You Shop!
Amazon Gives!
Faith American Lutheran
Church is now a charitable
organization on the Amazon
Smile program.
This program will give back to
Faith 0.5% of all eligible
purchases you make on
Amazon.
The key to this working:
You must always start on
AmazonSmile’s webpage to
make your purchases.
Here's a link to the page so
you don't have to search for
Faith.
https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1383286

This was the Bible passage that I used to open our orientation session for new Church
Council leaders in December. We will use it again at our first ever January Leadership
Gathering this month. It describes what happened next after Peter’s Spirit-filled
sermon that opened the second chapter of Acts, the birth of the Christian movement.
What strikes me is how these few verses capture what we claim today at Faith as our
“Missional Motives,” the five core values that undergird our ministry. Admittedly,
these are aspirational values. We’re not there yet. But we can and will get there as
long as we strive together toward faithfulness.
1. Jesus is Our Way, Our Truth, and Our Life. The apostles were teaching about
Jesus. The community gathered around bread and wine, trusting in the continuing
presence of the Resurrected Christ. The good news they had to share of God’s
inclusive, forgiving, powerful love was rooted in who they believed Jesus to be.
2. Radical Hospitality. The cultural barriers that divided people outside of Christian
community were checked at the door. There was a place for everyone who was open
to what God was doing in their midst.
3. Discipleship over Membership. The key word is “devoted.” They devoted
themselves to the spiritual disciplines of worship, learning, prayer, fellowship, and
generosity.
4. Spiritual Renewal. Just as those within the community were being renewed in
their personal discipleship, the community itself was being renewed by the new
people that God was reaching.
5. Community Involvement. They were generous with what they had, willing to
share, that everyone might have enough. The transformation they were experiencing
had impact beyond their spiritual lives into their practical, daily lives in community.
As we move into this new year, a year full of both uncertainty and potential, let’s be
mindful of these five core values. Let them function as the compass points that direct
all of us toward both reach and depth in our common calling to follow Jesus in
blessing the world with faith, hope, and love. At home, at work, and at church.
I trust that God is able to do far beyond what we can hope or imagine. We don’t have
to figure everything out ahead of time. We just need to keep taking one step at a
time, trusting God to provide direction, inspire devotion, and use our gifts to their
fullest.
Kelley and I are grateful to be sharing this journey with you and we look forward with
anticipation to where God will lead us in 2017.

3
When is your birthday? When is your real birthday – the
Prayer Corner - Happy Birthday!
day you were brought to faith by our heavenly
by Peggy Porter
Father? How special that day was, the day God the
Father looked on you and said, “This one is Mine.” It is
Read John 3:1-17 and Psalm 146
that same loving God who, by the Holy Spirit, continues
For God did not send his Son into the world to fill our lives with good things, and who sets us apart
for a life of love and service in God’s name.
to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.
Rejoice in the day that you were born. Rejoice all the
(John 3:17)
more in the day that you were reborn. In the waters of
Baptism, and with his life-giving and life-saving Word,
How do you feel when you have a
you are a gift. You are his gift to the world and to those
birthday? Older? Tired? Joyful? Grateful to God? The
real blessing of a birthday observance is to realize that whom God will send you to serve today. Happy Birth
and Rebirth Day!
we have been known by God, the one who loves us
dearly. What is more, it is out of that love that Jesus
crossed the universe to become one of us and one with
us.

Pray: Father, thank you for bringing me into this world,
for saving me in Jesus, and for sending me forth this day
in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Transitions
by Don Hodde, Faith’s 2016 Council President

Well, just like that, 2016 is history and we start a new year! Happy New Year everyone!
I just wanted to leave you with a short note to say another ‘Thank You!’ In this case, thank you all for
allowing me the privilege to serve as your Church Council President this past year. After being a member
of this church for about 35 years, serving in a variety of ways, doing everything from helping with
technology, teaching, serving in various council roles, volunteering in a variety of ways, serving as
President has been an honor!
Now that my term has ended, it doesn’t mean I will stop serving! There is much to do, always, every day,
for each of us! What will you do for Faith Lutheran and our God and Savior’s church in 2017? If you don’t know, give
some time to that question in thought and prayer. If you are open to serving in any capacity you can, just let someone
know of your interest! There is plenty to do!
2016 was a busy year for church leaders. We organized and conducted a series of conversational meetings with the
pastor for congregation members. These were well attended and provided Pastor Kerry deeper insight to the ‘pulse’ of
the congregation, insight that he has used and will continue to use to steer and lead our church ministry.
Progress was made on our journey to transition to a more simple and effective governance model. This work started in
2015 with the overhaul of our church constitution and by-laws, with most of the heavy lifting done by then President
Kathy Patrick. In 2016 we extended this start, by completing a first draft of a policy manual to document how we govern
and manage church affairs. First VP Beth Bruce coordinated this effort, with most of the policy composition again
completed by Kathy. I thank her for her continued service in shaping governance.
We also completed efforts to revise the Mission Fund by-laws, which were subsequently approved for adoption by you,
the congregation. Thanks to Wendy Farner for leading this effort. We began an effort to document the way we manage
church finances, with intent to define more structured policy and processes to provide continuity over time in how we
perform this critical administrative function. Many thanks to Lenora Ohlenbusch, Mardi Mayerhoff, and Stacy Williams
for their efforts on this initiative.
continued on page 4
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continued from page 3

And finally, we took the appropriate actions necessary to allow the 2017 Church
Council to experiment with operating in new ways, paving a path to define a
governance and ministry model that will ground the way we execute more
effectively and efficiently in the years ahead. Thank you for endorsing this journey
with your approval to move forward at our November congregational meeting!
These governance and administrative functions are not why we as a church exist,
but as with any organization they are necessary. Our goal is to streamline and
make managing our church affairs as efficient as we can, which enables all of us to
devote more time to the real ministry we are called to do.

The mission
of Faith
Lutheran
Church
is to follow
Jesus in
blessing the
world with
faith, hope,
and love.

I now wish our incoming President, Beth Bruce, all the best as she takes us on the
next steps in this journey. Just as a long relay race requires the regular handoff of
the baton to the next runner, so too we periodically hand leadership to the next
servant, always trusting God to help us run the race as we should. Join me in
praying for our new council as we begin 2017! See you in church!

2016 New Members and Baptisms
3rd and 4th Quarter
September
Joseph Dossey, baptism
Jiping Sun, baptism
Shiku Lu, baptism
Sophia Lu, child baptism
Summer Zhou, baptism
Yongping Du, baptism
Zhen Zhou, baptism
Nan Li
Robert, Christine and Aaron Ward

October
Elliott Clement Blessington, infant baptism
Kevin and Jennifer Blessington

November
Rylan Anne Ripper, infant baptism
Preston Davis Voosen, child baptism

December
Sophie Mae Ferguson, infant baptism
Andrew Allen, child baptism
Shufen Wu
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Women’s Connection

Rebecca Ruth Circle

Women's Connection will meet on Tuesday, January
10 at 9:30 AM.

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,
January 5 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room.

Everyone is welcome!

We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come
hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are
provided. Socializing with the group is so joyful.

For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

All are welcome!

Scenes from Day School’s Christmas
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2016 Memorial and Special Gifts
3rd and 4th Quarter
What is a Memorial?
A memorial is a
special
monetary gift
given in
memory of a
loved one or
the loved one
of a friend.
Memorials are
given instead of
flowers at the
time of death.
They are a wonderful way to
give a useful and lasting
remembrance at the time of
death.
At Faith, we have a tradition of
giving memorials after the
death of a member or the
loved ones of fellow members.
The gifts go into a “Memorial
Fund” which is used for special
needs at Faith, or the gifts may
be designated for a certain
ministry. A list of current
needs, approved by our Church
Council, is available at the
information desk.
A notice of the gift is sent to
the family of the deceased by
the Church Office. A record of
the gift is included on the
donor’s quarterly financial
statement if the donor is a
member of Faith. Finally, the
memorials and other special
gifts contributed in memory of
someone, or in honor of a
person, or a special occasion,
are recognized quarterly in our
Mountain Mover.

In Memory of Rene Brock
Doug and Karen Elsen
Joe and Betty Dossey and Tina Wood
Frances Haveman and Family

In Memory of Del Thompson
George and Judy Adams
Douglas and Karen Elsen
Geneva Freels
JoAnn and Robert Fry
John and Anita Lacy
Brent Lamb
Carol Lueders
Mardi Mayerhoff
Charles and Peggy Porter
Rebecca Ruth Circle
Floyd and Doris Rosenbaum
Ray and Dorothy Rosenbaum
Donald and Carolyn Springer

In Memory of Joann Welton’s
Brother Ron
Diana Rettig

In Memory of Ray Freels
JP Thorton

In Memory of Carol Strawn’s
Mother
Diana Rettig

In Memory of Vi and Louis Stolz
Suzanne Girouard

In Memory of Rev. Marlin D. Wogstad
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Ribe
Donna Kosta
Ken and Peggy Fortner
Ann Alexander and Nancy Kuykendall
Mardi Mayerhoff

Special and Additional Birthday Gifts to Faith House
Julia Balius
Paul and Beatriz Baerenwald
Ken and Alice Caughron
Major Friedrich
Bob and JoAnn Fry
Don and Barbara Hodde
Eric and Courtney Lerch
Kathi Lerch
David Martin
Quilt Guild of Greater Houston
Betty Jean Wehmeyer
Carl and Maryann White

Special Gift to Faith Choir
James Schruben
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Thank You from the Church Staff!
We are tremendously blessed to serve alongside such a fantastic
congregation we call family. We appreciate your love, support,
and gifts during this Christmas season. We are grateful to serve
and worship God with you and to partner in this ministry
together. Thank you again Faith family for your blessing and all
that you do!
Your staff,
Pastor Kerry, Pastor Tan, Clayton, Stacy,
Jason, Yu, Avier, Alan, Alicia, Darrell, and Ana

InFellowship is our secure and easy to use online tool
that allows our members and guests to connect to
what’s happening at Faith. Through your online
accounts, you will be able to:

1) Access and update your contact information.
a. Our Privacy Settings - allows individuals to
determine which pieces of personal information
can be viewed by others.
2) Search and manage group involvement.
a. This allows group leaders to manage groups
and contact members of their group and
prospects to find and inquire about joining a
group.

3) Use the church directory.
a. Allows users to opt in to have their
information displayed in an online directory. All
access to information is controlled by the user by
configuring your privacy settings.
4) View your contribution statements.
a. Once enrolled, the church office will approve
the user profile and contributions will be posted
to the head of household’s profile. This is a great
way to make sure you are on track with your 1%
challenge.

To sign up visit www.faithbellaire.infellowship.com.
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Sing to the Lord a New Song
by Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

It is the beginning of a brand new year. I invite all friends of Faith
Lutheran to join together to, “Sing to the Lord a new song.” (Psalm
96:1, 98:1) We sing a new song to the Lord because, “The steadfast
love of the Lᴏʀᴅ never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) It is my
prayer that the new song we are singing to the Lord is:
A Song of Faith: Do you have any plan, any dream, any hope for the new
year? Let us build our future on the foundation of faith. The Psalmist says,
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless
the Lord guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain.” (Psalm 127:1) “We can
make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.” (Psalm 16:9) As people of
faith, we seek to do God’s will and not our own. Through prayer and the
counsel of the Holy Spirit and fellow Christians, we learn to discern God’s will
and walk on the path of God. Here is a New Year’s resolution I’d like all of us to
have: “This year I want to let God be the boss in all areas of my life and my
family.”

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

FCF Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship (FC)

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

A Song of Gratitude: “Sing to the Lord with grateful praise.” (Psalm 147:7)
German theologian Meister Eckhart said, “If the only prayer you say in your life
is ‘Thank You,’ that would suffice.” When we look at all the happenings in our
lives with the eyes of faith, we can do what Apostle Paul commands us to do,
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonica 5:16-18) We cannot, “Give
thanks in all circumstances” unless we pray and believe that, “In all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) Paul also commands us, “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6) Prayer, praise, and
thanksgiving are best antidotes to negativity, pessimism, and cynicism. This
year start a gratitude journal and see how your faith and gratitude grow
together.
A Song of Blessing: “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim
salvation, who say to Zion, your God reigns!” (Isaiah 52:7) Do you experience
the joy of participating in the church’s mission to proclaim the good news of
Jesus Christ? Do you see the difference you have made by giving your time,
talent, and money to bless others? Maybe you should start by becoming aware
of the benefits you receive for being a part of the church family. Plenty of
scientific research has pointed out that good doing does you good—those who
live for a purpose bigger than themselves are happier, healthier, more resilient,
less lonely, less anxious and less stressful. Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) The more good you do for others, the more you
do for yourself. This year do something to enlarge the circle of blessings to
include more people.

continued on page 9
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Grace Bags and Homeless Lunches
Have you experienced what it’s like to give dignity and respect
to a panhandler instead of cash? Don’t miss this blessing. Our
middle schoolers made Grace Bags during their Sunday
morning learning group time as a service project. Please
remember to give your name and ask for theirs. Prayer is a
great equalizer of power. You are not the only one with
something to offer, but what you have to offer with a Grace
Bag is helpful. A $5 donation to cover the cost of the Grace Bag
and a homeless lunch for two people on the streets is
requested.

continued from page 8

A Song of Hope: Jesus never promises that life on
earth is always going to be easy and comfortable and
pain-free. He says “In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the
world.” (John 16:33) Life on earth is a school in which
we learn the lessons of faith, hope, and love. The
New Testament uses the image of testing to put trials
and tribulations in perspective: “Your faith will be like
gold that has been tested in a fire. And these trials
will prove that your faith is worth much more than
gold that can be destroyed. They will show that you
will be given praise and honor and glory when Jesus
Christ returns.” (1 Peter 1:7, Contemporary English
Version) For people of faith, even death is not to be
feared because, “God will redeem me from the realm
of the dead; he will surely take me to
himself.” (Psalm 49:15) This year, just like some other
years, you may encounter difficulties and trials. It is
my prayer and hope that you always trust Jesus’
promise, “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you
the crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10)
Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, praise his name;
proclaim his salvation day after day.
(Psalm 96:1-2)

New Year! New Beginning!
by Mardi Mayerhoff, First Place 4 Health Leader

It’s that time of year again when
many of us decide to repent of our
sin of gluttony by making a New
Year’s resolution to lose weight and
exercise. Faith Lutheran Church in Bellaire has a learning
group that will welcome you and help get you started and
keep you on track to accomplish your resolution. The food
plan in the First Place 4 Health program that we use
stresses eating nutritious foods in appropriate quantities.
Through Bible study we learn how God intends for us to
live, not only in the area of physical fitness, but also in our
spiritual lives.
The orientation for the winter session is on Tuesday,
January 3 at 7 PM in the Faith Center Room 306. You can
learn about the program and ask questions before deciding
if you want to join the 12 week session that begins on
Tuesday, January 17. Our group is open to men and women
seeking to improve their spiritual and physical health.
Participant’s Cost:
Member Kit
$100.00
Bible Study
$ 20.00
Total Cost
$120.00
Materials will be ordered following the orientation. A
weekly payment plan will be available to participants who
want to use it. Past participants pay $20.00 for the Bible
study.
For more information contact Mardi Mayerhoff at
713-203-1875 or mgmayerhoff@juno.com.
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We Believe What We Sing
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

2017 Church Council
Beth Bruce, President
Wendy Farner, Vice President
George Amundson, 2nd VP
Leslie Parkan, Treasurer
Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Sec.
Jim Brekke, Recording Secretary

Ministry Team Leaders

“You are what you eat.” I know you’ve heard this saying before.
When it comes to singing in church, I think you could also say this:
“You believe what you sing.”
I take very seriously the words that we sing in church. I see this as
one of my key roles as Director of Worship at Faith. I think a little
theological hesitation around the words we sing is a good thing. In fact, if I ever see
someone not singing along during church, I am hopeful that they are taking that
opportunity to ponder and reflect on the words we are asking them to sing. I think
it is always beneficial and good to discern the texts we sing in worship. Our music
during worship is not just fluff or the preliminaries before the important stuff. Our
music is our sung theology.

Community Life
Terry Amundson
Mayra Marshall

Hospitality
Evangeline Dai
Jeannette Sebesta

Parish Education
Dave Gohlke
Eric Lerch

Property
Art Grove
Tom Dorman

Social Ministry
Suzanne Girouard
Beverly Sones

Stewardship
Brian Taylor
Jon Holmes

Worship
Jim Richman
Barbara McDowell

Youth and Family
Yvonne Moody
Courtney Fast

One of the songs we sing during Advent got me thinking about this. “Immanuel,” or
as I like to call it, “From the Squalor of a Borrowed Stable” (taken from the first
stanza) is a song with words and music by Stuart Townend. The four stanzas of this
song give you a great narrative sweep of Christ’s birth, life, death, and return. I love
using it during Advent because I think it provides a great narrative arc that
compliments the story of the season. However, I do feel that the theology in this
song needs a little tweaking to fit in our context. In the final stanza I change the
original lyrics of “hope of heaven or the fear of hell,” to “heav’n joins earth where
God will dwell.”

I don’t like the idea of followers of Jesus having a “fear of hell.” In Jesus, there is no
fear. The idea that God is looking to eternally punish anyone is suspect. “Perfect
love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.” (1 John 4:18)
As we sang the song recently, a new lyric jumped out to me. In the third stanza it
says, “He was punished for a world’s transgressions.” As I have personally drifted
away from a punitive, substitutionary atonement theory, lyrics like these stick out
all the more. Violence begets violence. The idea that God violently punished the
Son to make things even
might be the source of
many of our world’s
problems. Instead of God
punishing the Son, I think
God was using the
systematic victimization of
those who are weak to
defeat the powers of
death and evil in a
universal manner.
I found this quote from
Rene Girard helpful, I hope
you do as well.
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Faith Camp 2017 - Agents of Hope
Faith Camp 2017 camper registration opens January 1.
Applications for support positions close on January 31.
For more information or to fill out an application, go to
www.faithbellaire.org/learning/faith-camp.

Winter Season of Learning
January 8 - April 9, 2017
Our Winter Season of Learning launches on January 8. Feel free to sign up for a new class or
continue in one that you love. Sign up tables are in the lobby.

Sunday Morning Adult Learning Groups
Basic Christianity (Chinese)
- Led by Pastor Junfeng Tan - meets in Faith Center Community Room #300
Blessed Community
- Led by Dave Gohlke - meets upstairs in Room #201
Circle of Friends
- Led by Sara Karow - meets in Room #121 in the Day School hallway
Faithful Seekers of the Word
- Led by Jan Zunker - meets in the Conference Room #101
Parenting Beyond Your Capacity
- Led by Betty Becker and Staci DeKunder - meets upstairs in the Library Room #207
The Good News Class
- Led by Cliff Condit - meets in Room #120 in the Day School hallway
Women of Faith
- Led by Stacy Williams and Kate Faulkner - meets in Room #124 in the Day School hallway
Young Families
- Led by Pastor Kerry, Eric & Courtney Lerch - meets in Room #122 in the Day School hallway

MOVE
(Sunday Morning Children and Youth Learning Groups)
Toddlers (22 months - 3 years) - meets in Faith Center Room #301
Pre K (4-5 years ) - meets in Faith Center Room #307
Elementary (Grades K - 5) - meets in Faith Center Gym
Middle School - meets in Faith Center Kitchen
High School - meets upstairs in Faith Center or serves in Faith Center Gym

Weeknight Adult Learning Opportunities
First Place 4 Health
- Led by Mardi Mayerhoff, Tuesdays at 7:00 PM - meets in Faith Center Room #306
Young Adults @ Faith
- Led by Jason Houlihan, Wednesdays at 7:30 PM - meets off-campus
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Friday Family Movie Night
January 13 @ 6:30 PM
Faith Center Gym
Please join us for the Friday family movie
night. Popcorn and lemonade will be
provided. Bring pillows and blankets for
your relaxation. Free admission.
See you there!

Reaching Young Adults
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

Lazy! Entitled! These are two of the most common labels we hear about young adults today. I
have certainly been both at points in my life. For adults over the age of 30, young people in
their twenties can be mystifying. They are getting married on average at the age of 26.5 for
women and 28.7 for men. They are waiting to have children until age 26 which is almost 5
years later than those born in the 1970s. They are also waiting longer to start their careers
because the average American now holds about six different jobs between the ages of 18 and
26. Young adults are also taking longer to become financially independent; part of this is the career odysseys
mentioned above and today’s economic climate. In the midst of an ever-changing season of life what young
adults need from us is empathy.
Over the last year we have had formal and informal conversations about building a better relationship with
15-29 year olds, in the shadow of Crosspoint’s ministry across the street, and a shifting culture. When Fuller
Youth Institute looked at thriving congregations with a healthy sized 15-29 year old population, they found
these churches were able to empathize with young adults in a way that others were not. Empathy comes in
many forms. The keys are to refrain from judgment, expect their journey to look different than yours, and
offer community.
Refraining from judgment means that instead of assuming laziness and entitlement, we ask questions.
Whether it’s a fashion statement, a lifestyle choice, or a job change, do not assume you know why they did
it. In the moments you start to feel that judgment coming, you have a choice. You can shut them down,
forcing them back into the image you hold in your head, or you can empathize. This does not mean that you
will like, affirm, or agree with the choices and identities they choose, but being in community calls us to seek
empathy first.
continued on page 13
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Parent’s Night Out
January 15 and 29
Faith Center Gym
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12
years old. The cost is $15 per child with a $45
household max.
RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to
ensure that we have a spot for your kiddos.

continued from page 12

Times have changed. The traditional markers of “adulthood” are blurry. Look for ways to name
maturity and growth where you see it, but do not assume emerging adults around you will have
the same goals or live life the same way you did. It is by nature an improvisational and
courageous act, but a necessary one. Venturing out and becoming an adult comes with lots of
mistakes along the way. Young adults experience the consequences of poor decisions, the
pressure of competing commitments, and the stress of new challenges. Listen and guide from
your own experience without assumptions.
Recently Fuller Seminary hosted a panel of 15-29 year olds and asked what adults at church
could do to reach out. The response: “Ask, ‘What are you doing for lunch after church today?’
Chances are good we won’t have plans.” Young adulthood may look different than it did
decades ago, but young people still long for community. Older friends and mentors that have
been on the journey are still desired. Remember Paul’s words that we have a great cloud of
witnesses in our midst. You can be that for one of our 15-29 year olds. Invite them to brunch,
lunch, or dinner at a local favorite restaurant. Welcome them into your home for a meal and do
not stress about making it look perfect first. They are looking for reality, for real adults who live
real lives and even messy kids.
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Upcoming Lutherhill Ministry Camps
Camps for Families

Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to our
facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative
wing. The office staff will buzz
you in if the office doors are
locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s
a matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in. Thank
you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office
hours.

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Spring Family Retreat
April 21-23, 2017
Cost: $80 (13 years & older)/$55 (12 & under)

Camps for Elementary
Alphas (3 Day Camp)
June 11-14, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 1st grade)
Young’ns
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 2nd or 3rd grade)
Yearlings
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 4th to 6th grade)

Camps for Junior High
Junior High Summer Camp
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA

Faith Camp
July 10-14, 2017
July 17-21, 2017
July 24-28, 2017
Cost: $130

For more information and registration, go to
www.lutherhill.org or call 888-266-4613.
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - January 2017
8:30 AM

January 1
(One Worship at 10 AM)

January 8

January 15

January 22

January 29

Acolyte

Taylor Schugart

Trevor Groenewold

Emma Voosen

Nicholas Gill

Crucifer

Andy Allen

Nicholas Groenewold

Dillion Williams

William Gill

Lector

Bryan Ives

Jan Kolosseus

Karen Elsen

Bob Medlen

Communion
Assistants

Dave and Wendy Farner

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Lenora Ohlenbusch
Tom Dorman

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Asst Minister

Karen Elsen

Karen Elsen

Carol Strawn

Carol Strawn

Doug Elsen

Ushers

Cory and LaRae Nelson

Cory and LaRae
Nelson

Doug Elsen
Brian Taylor

Doug Elsen
Brian Taylor

Troy Becker
Bill Puryear

Altar Guild

Joann Welton
Sharon Richter

Susan Tallman
Melinda McGouldrick

Susan Tallman
Melinda McGouldrick

10:50 AM

January 8

January 15

January 22

January 29

Acolytes

Nicholas Gill
William Gill

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Audrey DeKunder
JD Jones

Taylor Schugart
Andy Allen

Communion
Assistants

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Beth Bruce
Lauren Apollo

Jon and Nancy
Holmes

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Asst Minister

James Cross

Wendy Farner

Wendy Farner

Eric Lerch

Ushers

Lerch Family

Pakan Family

DeKunder Family

Jon and Nancy
Holmes

Susan Tallman
Melinda McGouldrick

Susan Tallman
Melinda McGouldrick

Altar Guild

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond to the Planning Center
Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise
the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Avier Whitfield
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

Sun
NEW YEARS DAY
CHURCH OFFICE & SCHOOLS CLOSED
10:00 AM New Years Day Worship
7:00 PM Al-Anon

8

1

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:00 PM Organ Tour
12:15 PM Prop. Comm. Life/Hos Team
Meeting (300)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
15
8:30 AM Heritage Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
22
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 PM Worship Team Meeting
(201)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir
29
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:00 PM Dodgeball w Synod Youth
Groups (FC Gym)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir

January 2017 - Calendar of Events

6

Fri
5

6:00 PM Parents Night Out
6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Thu
4

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:00 PM At Your Best UHC Senior
Program
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:45 PM Exec. Board Meeting
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

13

Wed
3
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Team
Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Young Adults ( Off Campus)
8:00 PM AA (300)

12

6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship
Gathering
6:30 PM Faith Family Game Night
8:00PM AA Co-Ed (300)
8:00 PM Faith Leadership
Gathering (Zion Retreat Galveston)

Tue

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Stewardship Team Board
6:30 PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage”
Teen Support Group
7:00 PM First Place for Health(306)
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)
11

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
12:00 PM Staff Retreat (Zion Retreat
–Galveston)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Mon

10

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:45 PM Bellaire Mom of Multiples
7:00 PM First Steps @Faith
7:30 PM Young Adults ( Off Campus)
8:00 PM AA (300)

19

2

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM Faith Camp Meeting
7:00 PM First Place for Health(306)
8:00 PM AA (Men Only)

18

6:00 PM SW Radio Control

17

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
5:30 PM Faith Camp Interviews
7:00 PM FLDS Christmas Program
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9

16

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First steps @ Faith
7:30 PM Young Adults (Off Campus)
8:00 PM AA (300)

26
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers
Parents

Martin Luther King Day
Office Closed
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board
Meeting
7:00 PM First Place for Health(306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

25
ALL DAY Trisynodical Theological
Conf.
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First steps @ Faith
7:30 PM Young Adults (Off Campus)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:30 PM Faith Chinese Gathering
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

27

20

23
ALL DAY Trisynodical Theological
Conf.
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

24
ALL DAY Trisynodical Theological
Conf.
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Place for Health(306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)

5:30 PM Faith Camp Interviews
6:00 PM Parents Night Out
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

30

31
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health(306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Sat

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306
9:00 AM Altar Guild Epiphany
Party
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7

14

28

21

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting(300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
9:00 AM Faith Leadership
Gathering (Zion Retreat Galveston)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

