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Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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This July and August we are going to finish up making changes in how we use our space here at Faith.  We 

have three goals: 

 

1.  We want to improve the welcoming atmosphere on our campus for families with young children. 

2.  We want to add another great space for adult meetings and small groups. 

3.  We want to add office space for additional paid and volunteer staff in the future. 

 

To meet those goals we are going to do the following: 

 

1. The Sunday School office and little classroom upstairs are being combined to make a larger room 

that will also become our library.  This will be a larger space for people to meet and it will work well. 

2. The current library will be transformed into a colorful toddler play space. 

3. I will move my office into the existing nursery space, freeing my office up for future staff. 

 

We recognize that there are trade-offs involved in every change.  We have members who have difficulty 

climbing stairs so there will be those who won't have access to the new space upstairs.  For the time 

being, while we will continue to staff the toddler play space, we won't offer infant care.  Later on, as the 

need arises, we can dual purpose some Day School classrooms on Sunday mornings and we can double 

up staff in their offices.  But we feel like these very cost-effective steps will help us grow. 

 

The Faith Day School is a core and deeply valued aspect of our ministry.  It is a vital program that deeply 

impacts the families it touches.  We want our school to be the best it can be, a pillar in our community, 

and a blessing for years to come.  We want to make the most of a much improved facility.  Just as we 

have made changes in other places in our ministry — our church staff, our campus, our worship and 

learning life, our community outreach – so that we are better positioned to attract and serve new people, 

we need to make some changes in our Day School. 

 

Those changes begin with the search for a new Director.  We are currently interviewing potential new 

Directors with hopes of hiring the right person by the end of June.  We appreciate the hard work and 

dedication that Debbie Helweg poured into the school. 

 

I continue to wonder and pray about the work of the team considering the next steps in ministry here at 

Faith.  I'm wondering what that will look like and how the process of discernment will unfold.  Sometimes 

it is time to make things happen; other times, wisdom means opening space to let things happen.  I 

always feel more comfortable when we are moving and working a plan.  Discernment, waiting, seeking 

information, listening to the Spirit—these are more difficult moments for me.  But this is a necessary step 

along the journey.  So we pray for God's guidance and direction. 

 

Yesterday was Father's Day at church.  As we went through the morning, I really appreciated our staff and 

the blessings they bring to our life together.  Alan and the choir were making great music.  Clayton and 

his family were gone on vacation and I really missed him.  I really appreciate the thoughtfulness and 

excellence he brings to our worship life.  Stacy DeClouette worked with the Activities Board in providing 

great snacks for our tailgate party...one of the many ways she goes above and beyond the call of duty as 

our Operations Manager.  Stacy has proven herself trustworthy and a born problem solver.  When Stacy 

says, "I'll take care of it," I rest easy.  And then we saw the Faith Camp banners and Jennifer making 

announcements.  Jennifer is taking our youth and family ministry down new paradigm paths that will bear 

fruit for years and years to come.  Vanessa was also in worship, helping to hold things together as she 

does each day in our office.  I am very grateful to serve with such an excellent staff. 

 

And now I am looking forward to two weeks of stay-cation at the beginning of July.  I have no plans to go 

anywhere interesting...but we'll have the freedom to leave if we want.  I have a list of projects I want to 

do around the house...or not.  As much as I love my job, I need time away to make the most of the time I 

have at work.  It will be good to be lazy on purpose but I'll be close enough for emergencies. 

Next Steps In 

Ministry 
 

What do your 

children do after 

school?  Do they 

return from school 

on a bus with no one 

to meet them at the 

bus stop?  Do they 

carry keys to your 

home so they can let 

themselves in?  Are 

they free and on 

their own until you 

get home from work 

at night? 

 

That is the reality for 

the students at 

Gordon Elementary.  

HISD has a policy 

against allowing after 

school programs 

unless parents can 

come and transport 

their children home.  

At Gordon, a school 

where 98% of the 

children receive free 

lunch, parents do not 

have time or 

transportation so the 

students are bussed 

in and are on their 

own when they get 

home. 

 

We want to do 

better than that for 

at least some of the 

children.  We want 

to provide free or 

very affordable after 

school care that 

keeps children safe 

and helps them 

excel. 
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CCSC Annual Back To School Drive 

Well, school’s out for summer, but before we know it, it will once again be time for Back To School!  

I’m referring to Christian Community Service Center’s (CCSC) annual drive to outfit lower income 

children in our 32 Zip Code service areas in central and southwest Houston.  CCSC provides students 

with grade-appropriate school supplies and new clothing; those in Pre-Kindergarten through eighth 

grade are eligible for this program.  

 

Since the inception of the Back To School program in 1986, 85,893 students have been served.  In 

2011, Back To School served 6,204 students in need with school supplies and new clothing.  The goal 

for 2012 is to serve 6,500 students.  Here’s how you can help: 

 

CCSC’s greatest need for this program is financial backing.  A contribution of only $45.00 will provide 

one student with a comprehensive packet of school supplies and new clothing/shoes specified by each 

school’s uniform requirements.  

 

Donations of ANY dollar amount can be made in one of three ways: 

 

1. Online at the secure CCSC website www.ccschouston.org, and designated to Back To School; 

2. By mailing a check (payable to CCSC with Back To School in the memo line) to CCSC, P.O. Box 

27924, Houston, TX  77227; 

3. With an offering to Faith Lutheran Church with Back To School noted on the memo line of your 

check or on the offering envelope for cash donations. 

 

Here at Faith, we have the singular honor of hosting Back To School.  Between 600 - 700 volunteers 

from various churches, service organizations, friends, and neighbors are needed to make Back To 

School a success.  In addition to monetary donations to sponsor students, we have four opportunities 

to serve at this year’s event, all of which will take place on our campus: 

 

July 26 - from 4:00 - 8:00 PM; supplies will be delivered to Faith - about 20 volunteers needed 

July 27 - from 4:00 - 8:00 PM; literature will be assembled - about 20 volunteers needed 

July 28 - from 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM; sort and set up - as many workers as needed on an open schedule 

August 4 - (two shifts) 7:30 AM - 12:30 PM OR 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM; distribution of supplies. In addition 

to those volunteers helping to process 6,500 recipients, and in keeping with our core value of “Radical 

Hospitality,” we will offer information, water, shade, refreshments, and a friendly welcome to the 

students and those accompanying them. 

 

Sign-up sheets for these opportunities are available in the Narthex.  CCSC is also asking for donations 

of gently worn school-appropriate closed-toe shoes and clothing, especially sweaters, coats, jeans, and 

khaki pants. Donations should be marked Back To School and can be dropped off at Emergency 

Services (3434 Branard, Houston, Texas 77027) or the Sunshine Resale Shop (5407 Bellaire Blvd., 

Bellaire, Texas 77401). 

 

For more information contact: 

 Janis Frnka 

 jjfdds@yahoo.com 

 

       Don Hodde 

 donhodde@yahoo.com 

 

                Kathy Patrick 

 kpatrick@gibbsburns.com     



By the time you read this, Faith Camp will be over 

for Summer 2012.  But right now, it is in full swing 

with 251 campers registered. It is a blessing to 

watch God working through our teenagers!  
 

July brings more meaningful opportunities for our 

youth while we attend the Youth Gathering in New 

Orleans on July 18-22. We will focus on Discipleship, 

Justice, and Peacemaking as we realize that we are 

“citizens with the saints.”  I am grateful for the four 

adults going with me:  Arthur Murphy, Kathy Patrick, 

Karen Ellison, and Wendy Farner.  Please pray for us 

and our eight teens while we are away. 
 

At the end of the month, Pastor Kerry and I will  

make our way to La Grange, Texas to spend the 

week with 22 of our Faith Lutheran youth (grades 1-

8). Everyone will be in their area of camp and he and 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

I will pop in on each.  Both Pastor Kerry and I 

come from outdoor ministry backgrounds, and 

know and appreciate how camp can reach kids in 

ways we cannot within the confines of our church 

building,  
 

I have said it many, many times during the 16+ 

years I have been in professional ministry—I have 

the best job in the world. I am blessed to walk 

beside youth and families in the mountain top 

and valley times in their lives. Faith Camp, the 

Youth Gathering, and Lutherhill will be times of 

connecting youth and adults in ways that we 

were meant to be the body of Christ - Alleluia! 
 

Blessings on your head! 
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For more pictures and 

to read Camp  

Manager Kyle  

Zimmermann’s  

article, see page 12. 

 

 

 

To see more pictures, 

check out Faith Camp 

2012 - Celebration! 

on Facebook. 



Did you know that there are a variety of names for the sharing of bread and wine in worship? Those 

names include the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion, the Breaking of Bread, Eucharist, Mass, the 

Sacrament of the Altar, the Divine Liturgy, and the Divine Service. Each title highlights a unique aspect of 

the Meal. 

 

The "Lord's Supper" speaks of the meal that the risen Lord holds with the Church, the meal of the Lord's 

Day, a foretaste of the heavenly feast to come. It also reminds us of the Last Supper that Jesus shared 

with his disciples the night before he was handed over to his death. 

 

"Holy Communion" accentuates the holy community established by the Holy Spirit as we encounter 

Christ and are formed into one body with him and so with each 

other. The word “communion” reminds us of how the early church 

shared everything in common (Acts 2:44). 

 

“Breaking of Bread” is a phrase used four times in the New 

Testament (Luke 24:35; Acts 2:42, 46, and 20:7). It recalls how the 

early church celebrated communion within the context of a larger 

common meal (known as the Agape Meal). 

 

"Eucharist" calls us to see that the whole meal is a great 

thanksgiving for creation and for creation's redemption in Jesus 

Christ. The term “Eucharist” is derived from the Greek noun 

εὐχαριστία (eucharistia), meaning "thanksgiving.” Communion is 

understood as a meal of thanksgiving, reflecting how Jesus “gave 

thanks” as he broke and blessed the bread and wine. 

 

The term "Mass" is derived from the old dismissal of the 

participants at the end of the service and the sending away of the 

bread and the cup to the absent. It invites us into mission. The term 

"Mass" originates from the Late Latin word missa (dismissal), a 

word used in the concluding formula of Mass in Latin: "Ite, missa 

est" ("Go; it is the dismissal"). 

 

"Sacrament of the Altar" invites each one to eat and drink from the 

true altar of God, the body and blood of Christ given and shed "for 

you." 

 

"Divine Liturgy" says the celebration is a public action, carried out 

by a community of people. This is the term used in Byzantine Rite 

traditions, such as in the Eastern Orthodox Church. These churches 

also speak of "the Divine Mysteries," especially in reference to the 

consecrated elements, which they also call "the Holy Gifts.” 

 

"Divine Service" helps us to see that the primary action of our 

gathering is God's astonishing service to us; we are called to 

respond in praise and in service to our neighbor. 

 

(This article includes excerpts from The Use of the Means of Grace, 

Principle 36.) 

Holy Communion—What’s in a Name? 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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John 8:36 “If the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed.” 

 

LAND OF THE FREE  
Since the Declaration of Independence was signed 

236 years ago on the fourth of July, the United 

States has been the "Land of the Free."  We are 

free to live where and how we want and worship 

as we want.  But simply signing that declaration 

didn't automatically win us freedom.  Many had to 

fight and bleed and die to preserve that freedom.  

There are limits, however, to American freedom. 

Can the U.S. Constitution set us free from death 

and its fear?  Can the mighty U.S. military free us 

from Satan and hell? 

 

Jesus said, "Everyone who practices sin is a slave 

to sin" (v. 34).  No matter where we live, we are 

totally powerless to save ourselves. But Jesus 

added, "If the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed" (v. 36).  He didn't just make a declaration 

of freedom.  He won our freedom by bleeding and 

dying on the cross for us.  His glorious resurrection 

promises our eternal life with him in the perfect 

freedom of heaven.  The citizens of the United 

States enjoy many great freedoms.  But by God's 

gift of faith, citizens of heaven enjoy far greater 

freedoms: freedom from God's wrath, from 

Satan's power, from death, and from hell.  All for 

Jesus' sake. 

  

Prayer: Father, thank you for the freedoms I enjoy 

in my country. But thank you more for the 

freedoms Jesus Christ won for us all.  Amen. 

  

 

Prayer Corner 
By Peggy Porter 
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Congratulations Pat Bragdon 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Our Teacher of the Month sat down and answered a few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her. 

 

Name:  Pat Bragdon 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I teach Kindergarten, but I interact with all our children 

since I open and close the school and have been teaching at Faith for over 27 years. 

  

What are your hobbies?  I like to read, watch old movie musicals, and take walks with my family. 

 

Where are you from?  I was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma before moving to Houston, Texas.  

 

Tell us about your family life:  I have three adult children; two girls and one boy. I also have a 

granddaughter and grandson. 

 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? I enjoy square dancing. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? It is amazing to me to watch children grow and learn. It is 

wonderful to help and be a part of that. 

The core values at Faith Lutheran Church that inspire us and drive us forward are: 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life 

• Radical hospitality 

• Discipleship over membership 

• Spiritual renewal 

• Community involvement 



News from the Day School 
By Denise Adams, Day School Business Manager 

PAGE 7 A U G U S T  2 0 1 1  I S S U E  8   J U L Y  2 0 1 2  I S S U E  7  

Faith Joins Cypress Cares in Remembering Our Troops 

The summer has started with a very HOT bang!  Our new children and their families are settling in and 

we are all getting to know one another.  Friday splash days have begun to give the children some relief 

from the heat…topped off by popsicles for all to enjoy! 

 

The Mobile Dairy Classroom visited us in June.  We always enjoy meeting the current cow and learning 

again where our milk and dairy products come from. 

 

Our Super-Ks had a great week at Faith Camp, getting to know new friends and learning about God.  

Our staff also enjoys Faith Camp as it gives us an opportunity to visit every year with many of our 

alumni who went on to Faith Camp when they aged out of our school…some are leaders now! 

 

Our units of study for July will be Our Country and Flag, Fourth of July, dinosaurs (a favorite), and the 

circus!   

 

We will have our annual Fourth of July parade and picnic on July, 3; the school will be closed on the 

fourth so we can celebrate again with our families. 

 

“O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!   

Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of His salvation from day to day.” 

Psalms 96:1-2 

In the month of July, we are asking members of Faith to join together to honor our fellow Americans 

currently serving in our armed forces around the world, including members and relatives of Faith 

Lutheran Church.  Partnering with an organization called Cypress Cares, we are seeking items or money 

to create care kits for the troops.  

 

Cypress Cares is an organization fully funded by the support of volunteers, donations and financial 

contributions.  All financial contributions are used for postage and related care package expenses. 

Hundreds of deserving service members have received packages of donated items and letters from 

supporters.   

 

We are asking you to provide current mailing addresses to the church office for any servicemen or 

women, including family members or friends, that you would like to add to the Cypress Cares mailing 

list.   

 

Our church will collect donations for three weeks beginning July 1.  Collection bins and sample items are 

located at the Cypress Cares display table in the Narthex.  The top ten items requested are beef jerky/

beef sticks, trail mix, protein/granola bars, baby wipes, saline eye drops, sun block, moisturizers, foot 

powder, toothbrushes/toothpaste, and mouthwash. Other item suggestions can be found in the 

brochure provided in the bulletin.  When selecting items for care packages, please consider purchasing 

those that are small and individually wrapped.  All items will need to be placed in a 12” x 12” x 5 ½” box.  

FYI – a donation of $13 will cover the cost to ship one flat-rate box. 

 

Please consider donating to our troops!  Although we can never pay back the debt and sacrifices that 

they have made to our country, we can make sure all of them know that we are thinking of them and 

support them. 
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Faith Lutheran has adopted a model called Seasons of Learning for all learning groups in our congregation.  According to this 

model, there will be three Seasons of Learning each calendar year.  Each season will last between 10 and 14 weeks.  Between 

each season, there will be an interim period during which there are special learning opportunities offered or a time of Sabbath.  

 

“Why have we adopted this model?” 

♦ The Seasons of Learning model allows for greater participation for adult learning groups.  Since adopting this model we 

have seen the adult groups grow from four to 10 groups in less than a year.  Each group is attracting new adults to 

learning.  Because we know that in order to grow faithful children, we need to nurture faithful adults, this has been a 

significant priority for the Board of Parish Education this year. 

♦ This model also allows for new leaders to participate in children’s learning groups and adult learning groups.  In the last 

year, we have had great feedback from new leaders from groups of all ages. 

♦ Finally, by changing the typical calendar system, we offer new opportunities for people of all ages to enter and exit 

learning groups as desired and find new ways to grow in their faith.  

 

“What are the Seasons of Learning?” 

♦ There are three Seasons of Learning:  Fall, Winter, and Spring.  The dates will vary depending on the church calendar.  

The Board of Parish Education will release the dates for the upcoming year each Fall. 

 

“What is Launch Day?” 

♦ Each Season of Learning begins with a Launch Day.  On Launch Day the entire congregation is invited to participate in a 

special kick-off themed event.  There are no learning groups for children or adults during this time.  The Board of Parish 

Education will provide activities for all ages as part of each Launch Day. 

 

“What happens between Seasons of Learning?” 

♦ There will be interim periods between each Season of Learning.  This could be as short as one or two Sundays or as long 

as a month, depending on the church calendar.  These periods are important because they provide an opportunity for 

participants to find new groups with no pressure to remain in their previous group, allow leaders to have a break  before 

starting the next season, and allow time for the congregation to get excited about the new season.  There is no tra-

ditional learning for any age group during these Sundays.  The only exception to this is the Toddler, Pre-Kindergarten, 

and Kindergarten groups who will meet continuously in order to allow their parents the freedom to participate in coffee 

fellowship or adult events.  

♦ Some interim periods will offer special learning opportunities.  These could include a speaker series or all-congregation 

learning.  In order to fully support these special opportunities, no other groups will meet during the interim period.   

Special events for younger children will be provided so parents can participate.  

♦ Each interim week that does not have a special event will be a Faith Fellowship Sunday, which offers all members a 

chance to engage in informal faith discussions as well as allow time for fellowship for the entire congregation.  

 

“Can my group meet outside of the Seasons of Learning Calendar?” 

In order  to reap the best of what we are experiencing with this Seasons of Learning model, we need 100% participation.  Here 

are some reasons why: 

♦ If one or two groups meet outside the system it sends a message that the system either doesn’t work or doesn’t matter. 

This is not the message we want to send. 

♦ With everyone studying together and taking time off together, we maximize the potential for people to connect. 

♦ If an adult group meets on a Sunday that there is no children’s learning, it creates a challenge for parents.  Either their 

children will be unsupervised during the learning hour or the parent cannot attend their group.  Neither option supports 

the faithful family system we want to promote. 

♦ If one age group of children meets but other ages do not, families with children in multiple age groups are faced with 

the problem of sending one child to learning hour and finding another option for their remaining children or sending no 

children.  Again, this does not support the family systems we want to promote.  

 

“How will I know the schedule?” 

♦ The Board of Parish Education will announce a schedule for the calendar year every fall after working with the church 

staff and Council. 

♦ This schedule will be communicated in the newsletter, worship service, bulletins, posters, and/or email.  

Seasons of Learning Frequently Asked Questions 
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Faith Fellowship Sundays in July 
Faith Fellowship Sundays are from 10:00 - 11:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 

Round table guided discussions will be offered on a myriad of interesting topics. 

Adults are welcome to join a discussion or just enjoy coffee with each other. 

Sunday, July 1  
Join a Round Table discussion (topics will be printed in Sunday bulletins) OR  

Join our guest speaker, Pastor George Bement. 

 

Harris County Jail is the largest mental health institution in Texas, with over 2,500 

mentally ill inmates at any time.  Pastor Bement is called by the Synod to a specialized 

ministry providing medical, psychiatric, and social services for mentally ill and homeless 

inmates released from the county jail.  Since January 2007, this program has resulted in a 

57% reduction in recidivism and has saved the county approximately $2 million.  Pastor 

Bement is our presiding minister on this day.  To hear more about his ministry, please 

join us in the Conference Room from 10:15 - 11:00 AM. 

 

For the holiday, Splash Day will be available for all of our youth and teens during the 

learning hour.  Bring your bathing suit and a towel! 

 

Sunday, July 8 
Join a Round Table discussion (topics will be printed in Sunday bulletins) OR 

Join our guest speaker, Rev. John Hunsicker of Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest  

for a short, informative workshop titled “Get Your Ducks in a Row.”  This fun program 

will explain how to have more money for retirement; reduce or eliminate your estate 

taxes; leave all your assets to your heirs; and be able to leave a monetary Legacy Gift for 

ministry.  Please join Rev. John in the Conference Room from 10:15 - 11:00 AM or 

immediately following the Heritage service. 

 

Sunday, July 15 
Join a Round Table discussion (topics will be printed in Sunday bulletins) OR 

Join our guest speaker, Berhanu "Ben" Dinssa. Originally from Ethiopia and now a 

graduate of Luther Seminary with an MA in Theology, Congregational Mission, Ben is 

considering membership at Faith. Ben grew up in a Christian home; his father was a 

pastor who faced severe persecution. Ben will speak this week about the growth of the 

Christian movement in Africa.  Please join us in the Conference Room from 10:15 -           

11:00 AM. 

 

Sunday, July 22 
Join a Round Table discussion (topics will be printed in Sunday bulletins). 

 

Sunday, July 29 
Join a Round Table discussion (topics will be printed in Sunday bulletins) OR 

Join our guest speaker, Berhanu "Ben" Dinssa as he teaches on the differences in 

spirituality and Christian practices between Lutherans in Ethiopia and the U.S.  Please 

join us in the Conference Room from 10:15 - 11:00 AM. 

 

All Church Learning Opportunity in August 
 

Everyone will gather in the Faith Center for three weeks as Pastor Kerry teaches what 

our newest members are learning in the Discovering Faith series of classes. 
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Pints and a Half-Pint! 
By Linda Lamb, Board of Social Ministries 

 

August 5 is the annual “Pint for a Pint” Blood drive.  All donors will receive a coupon for a free pint of 

their favorite Blue Bell Ice Cream.   

 

This drive will also focus on a special “half-pint” – Janis Frnka’s 5-year-old granddaughter, Kaylee, 

who was diagnosed with leukemia a few months ago.  The advances in medical treatment have led to 

many successful outcomes in leukemia treatment for children.  Along with medications, successful 

treatment depends on blood components which are only available if individuals take the time to 

donate. 

 

If you are in good health, at least 17-years-old and weigh 110 pounds or more (or 16-years-old and 

weigh at least 121 pounds and have permission from your parents), you should qualify to donate 

blood.  Kaylee and other patients are depending on you for health and hope.  

 

If you are unable to donate, you can still help by praying for those in need, and remembering to ask a 

friend, neighbor, or family member to donate. 

 

Faith House Needs Your “Minis” 

 

You travel for business and for pleasure.  But wherever you go, you always come home with a 

handful of miniature toiletries. 

 

Instead of tossing them in a drawer, donate them to our Faith House guests!  You can drop off the 

following toiletries through the month of July.  Look for the box in the Narthex. 

 

• Soap/Lotion 

• Shampoo/Conditioner 

• Toothpaste/Mouthwash 

• Shower Caps 

 

This is an easy way to be a blessing to our Faith House guests by showing them that we care about 

their simplest needs. 

Making Room—Making Ready—Being Available 
By Diane P. Hecht, Board of Outreach Chair 

 

Radical hospitality begins with making room.  Opening ourselves to the work of the Holy Spirit 

“makes room" in our heart to welcome and serve the guest.  Making ready is creating an atmosphere 

that anticipates the needs of our guests and meets them where they are.  The last step then moves 

us to being available.  

 

Consider the story of sisters Martha and Mary.  In Luke 10:38-42, Martha tries very hard to serve 

Jesus, their guest, and to be a good host.  Martha contrasts with Mary in that she fails to appreciate 

the big picture.  Martha does not fully ‘make room’ and make a connection with the Holy Spirit; she 

does not understand the heart of Jesus, their guest, and ‘make ready’; nor does she make herself 

‘available.’ Mary gives their guest (Jesus) her full attention. When Martha complains, as we 

sometimes do when it bugs us to have to go out of our way to meet a stranger, Jesus answered her, 

“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing.  

Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”  



Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 
 

Summer at Mother’s Day Out 
  

Summer is here and we are off to a wonderful start!  We have welcomed some new friends and said 

goodbye to some, too.   

  

June has started our summer off great!  To celebrate Father’s Day, we hosted “Dads and Donuts.”  

Wow, what a great turn out!  We really enjoyed the time we got to spend with the Dads.   

  

June is also the month when we share the Faith Center with Faith Camp for three weeks.  It has been 

such a joy to be around all the lively decorations and wonderful leaders. 

  

Next month, we will celebrate America’s Birthday with lots of Red, White, and Blue!  After the fourth of 

July, we will explore the Ocean and all of the wonderful creatures living in it.  To cool off from the 

summer heat, we will enjoy a fun-filled Splash Day, playing in baby swimming pools, sprinklers, and 

water hoses! 

  

We are looking forward to a wonderful summer with lots of fun and laughter! 
 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday and Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of two teachers to ten students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM, by appointment only. 
 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
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Katherine Miculka, our Mother’s Day Out  Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few  

questions about herself to let people know more about her:     

   

Name:  Katherine Miculka 

 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have been teaching 1-year-olds in our Duckling Class 

since 2007, and have been teaching at Faith Lutheran MDO since 2003. 

 

What are your hobbies?  Reading, watching movies, and learning new things. 

 

Tell us about your family life:  I am very close to my family and seem to spend much of my time with 

them.  Even at MDO, I work with both my mother and sister as they are also teachers here at Faith 

MDO. 

 

Fun facts about you or something people don’t know about you.  I learned to count to ten in ten 

different languages. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I just love kids. Being a teacher here is like getting paid to play, 

it’s so much fun! 

Congratulations Katherine Miculka  

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 
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Once again, Faith Candle Lighters will participate in the annual NAMIWalks. The walk will be held at 

 

shirts designed by Tim Griffith!  To 

Candle Lighters” or sponsor a walker is www.nami.org/namiwalks12/HOU/faith or contact Linda Lamb 

Faith Camp Says Goodbye Until Next Summer 
by Kyle Zimmermann 

2012 Camp Manager 

I was fortunate enough to serve as Camp Manager for Faith Camp for the second consecutive year. This 

ministry has been the focal point of my summers for as long as I can remember and probably even before 

that, too. Over the past two years, my goal as Camp Manager has been to help inspire and empower 

young people into roles as servant leaders. Ultimately, I hope to leave our ministry in a better place than 

when I took over in December 2010.  
 

This year our staff consisted of 43 fantastic and passionate youth, 29 of whom worship at a church other 

than Faith. Almost all of the current staff members were campers at one time, some of whom were even 

in my own small groups. This fact alone demonstrates how far-reaching our ministry can be in the 

community. I cannot thank this year’s staff enough. Many adults in the congregation helped us this year by 

serving as Positive Adult Presences, or PAPs. Every adult that watched our young leaders in action had an 

almost endless amount of positive things to say about this phenomenal group of young people.  
 

I’ve learned so much throughout my time as Faith Camp Manager, and I hope that all of you in the 

congregation have a chance to be involved with our ministry at some point in the future. As long as we 

continue to set our young leaders up for success (the single most important part of our ministry), the 

things they are capable of doing will never cease to amaze us.  

2012 Faith Camp Celebrate! 
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“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 

work.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

 

In the past five months we have discussed five different aspects of a biblical giver: being regular, 

intentional, generous, first, and proportional.  This month we will take a look at the final aspect, which is 

one particularly well-suited to the fun and excitement of summer: being a cheerful giver. 

 

Although the verse “God loves a cheerful giver” from 2 Corinthians is perhaps the best known 

stewardship verse in the Bible, we often overlook delving into the context and meaning of Paul’s 

statement.  The word translated "cheerful" in 2 Corinthians 9:7 is Ÿlarioj (hilaros) from which we get our 

word "hilarious."  This doesn't mean that we give with "uncontrollable emotional laughter."  The Greek 

word for “cheerful” means we give with deep joy for our participation in the work of God. When 

Christians understand that all they have is an entrustment from God, they begin to see their financial 

duty as a way to please their Lord and to gladly show their thankfulness to him. 

 

When we give cheerfully, generously, and with a willing heart, God assures us he will watch over us and 

provide for us.  And we need to remember that it’s not just our treasure that we are to cheerfully give 

back to God.  As King David pointed out, everything we have is from God (1 Chronicles 29:14); this 

includes our talents as well as our time.  

 

God himself is a cheerful giver.  He loves when his children follow in his footsteps.  This month, let’s think 

about the many blessings God has so richly bestowed on us. He doesn’t bless us because he has to, or 

because he feels obligated to. He gives to us because he loves us. As always, thank you for your 

continued commitment to Faith and thanks to those who cheerfully provide their time, talents, and 

treasures for the church and the community! 

The July meeting for Rebecca Ruth Circle is cancelled.  The Bible study will resume on Thursday, August 

9 at 10:00 AM. Please note this is the second Thursday, not the usual first Thursday.  We will enjoy a 

wonderful potluck meal and great friendship after our Bible study.  All are welcome! 

 

If you have any questions please contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

by Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 

Women’s Connection 

Women’s Connection does not meet during the summer months of June, July, and August.  We hope to 

see you in the fall when our meetings resume.  If you are interested in joining the Women’s Connection, 

please contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 
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Join us Friday, July 13 and Friday, August 10 at 6:45 PM  

for great fun and awesome fellowship with friends and family!  

We will play game, enjoy conversation, and have dinner together. 

 

RSVP to faithfamilyfridays@gmail.com 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—JULY 2012 

9:00 

 

July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 

Acolytes 2 Annabelle Allen 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Michael Farner  

Daniel Farner 

Mia Copeland 

Meredith Milholland 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Mark & Marsha  

Zimmerman 

Dottie Wichmann 

Diana Boihem 

Kelley Keller 

Emma Keller 

Asst Minister 1 Bob Medlen Bob Medlen Holly Hruska-Spratlin Holly Hruska-Spratlin 

Ushers 4 Leslie, Bill, Samuel, &     

Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael 

& Daniel Farner 

Nancy & Jon 

 Holmes 

Megan, Wade, Luke, 

& Lucy Paulson 

Greeters 2 

 

Board of Worship Board of Worship Board of Worship Board of Worship 

Common 

Grounds 

Board of Outreach Board of Outreach Board of Outreach Board of Outreach 

Visitor  

Center 

Board of Worship Board of Worship Board of Worship Board of Worship 

Altar Guild 2 Doris Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson   

Tina Wood  

Janis Frnka 

Tina Wood 

Janis Frnka 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Susan Tallman 

11:15 July 1 July 8 July 15 July 24 

Acolyte Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke Quinn Otte Andrew Hollenberg 

Crucifer Thomas Menke Elizabeth Menke Natalie Dorman Thomas Menke 

Lector Linda Lamb Bryan Ives Carl Watson Mardi Mayerhoff 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Alexis Salazar 

Mel Richter 

Sharon Richter 

Mel Richter 

Tom Dorman 

Sara Karow 

Tom Dorman 

Sara Karow 

Asst Minister Jeff Spratlin Karen Elsen Karen Elsen Jo Ann Welton 

Ushers 4 Charles Porter 

Harvey Haveman 

Jimmie Junker 

Steve Stuyck 

Charles Porter 

Harvey Haveman 

Jimmie Junker 

Steve Stuyck 

Charles Porter 

Harvey Haveman 

Jimmie Junker 

Steve Stuyck 

Charles Porter 

Harvey Haveman 

Jimmie Junker 

Steve Stuyck 

Greeters 2 Board of Worship  Board of Worship Board of Worship  Board of Worship 

Visitor Center Board of Worship  Board of Worship  Board of Worship  Board of Worship  

Altar Guild 2 Doris Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

Tina Wood 

Janis Frnka 

Tina Wood 

Janis Frnka 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Susan Tallman 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone 

else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 

July 29 

Michael Farner 

Meredith Milholland 

Michael & Dave 

Farner 

Susan Tallman 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Board of Worship 

Board of Outreach 

Board of Worship 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Susan Tallman 

July 29 

Emma Keller 

Thomas Menke 

Charles Porter 

Mark Anderson 

Jeff Addicks 

Jo Ann Welton 

Charles Porter 

Harvey Haveman 

Jimmie Junker 

Steve Stuyck 

Board of Worship 

Board of Worship  

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Susan Tallman 



July Calendar Events 

 

1 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

2 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control  

 

3 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101)  

6:00 PM Social Ministry (109) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

4 Wednesday –  All Day School/Office Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

5 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

6 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

7 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 
8 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

9 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

10 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401)  

6:00 PM  Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA 

 

11 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

 

12 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

13 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Sunday –  All Day MM  Articles  Due / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:15 PM Discovering Faith Class (101) 

12:15 PM Worship Board Meeting (101) 

 

16 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

  

17 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM DS/MDO Board Meeting (101)  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   

  

18 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

19 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Off Campus) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

20 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

22 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal  / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:15 PM Discovering Self Class (101) 

 

23 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

24 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA 

(302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA 

 

25 Wednesday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:30 PM Fit and Faithful (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

26 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM MM Assembly / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

27 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:15 AM Activities Board Meeting (101)  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Sunday  – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

30 Monday  – 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

31 Tuesday  –  8:30 AM MDO / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA 

(302) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 8:00 PM AA 

 



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithchurchfamily.org (email) 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy DeClouette  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 

Dr. Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling 281-480-7554 
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