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NEXT MEN’S 

GATHERING: 

Back To School  

Parking Duty 
 
There will NOT be a Men’s 

Breakfast on Saturday, July 5, 

due to the holiday.  Even 

though we won’t be eating, 

we will gather later in the 

month for training as we 

prepare for parking lot duty 

for Back To School on 

Saturday, August 2. 

 

My plans have also changed 

regarding the national 

Lutheran Men in Mission 

gathering, I’m not going.  

Instead, I am going to join our 

high school kids on their 

mission trip to South Dakota. 

 

Thank you to the guys who 

met together in June with 

Pastor Tan.  I got some  

feedback that will help us 

keep the momentum going as 

we head into this next year. 

 

I’m going to put two men’s 

retreats on the calendar for 

2014-2015.  We will join the 

Lutherhill Men’s Retreat and 

we will have our own.  Our 

entre will be the monthly 

breakfast.  Our side dishes 

will be things like Back to 

School and several informal 

gatherings just for the fun of 

it.  Like watching the Texans 

in George’s man cave. 

 

God bless you all. 

Jennifer Finley was the first program staff member to join our 

team after I arrived.  When Jennifer began, there was no 

organized effort to bring together young families or students in 

elementary school.  Confirmation revolved around retreats that 

were canceled, and the high school group needed a lot of work.  

Our Sunday School youth program needed improvement and, 

although the existing classes were strong, we knew we wanted 

more options for adults. 

 

Jennifer proved to be a real trooper, and brought many years of experience in 

youth ministry and Christian camping.  She jumped right in and got things going. 

Working through the transition to our current learning model wasn’t easy.  Gearing 

up new groups for younger families, bringing people together in Table for Ten, and 

helping our high school youth group turn corners was difficult. 

 

Many dedicated lay leaders and loving parents came alongside Jennifer, and 

together our youth and family ministry has come a long way.  Ministry is always 

about “us” and never just about one person.  We have much to thank Jennifer for, 

over these past years, and now we will move forward with whomever God sends 

our way. 

 

I think of the leadership structure of a congregation like the backbone of a body.  

There is a reason why it is a compliment to say that someone “has a strong back.”  

The Youth and Family and Parish Education Boards are stronger, more engaged, 

and more functional today than a few years ago.  Jennifer helped with that as have 

those who have stepped forward to lead and serve. 

 

This is the backbone that will sustain us now as we begin the search for our next 

staff person.  Our programs will continue to run and events have been planned 

through December.  Pastor Tan will be engaged with the young families and 

Elementary families.  I will continue leading confirmation and the Middle School 

families, and participate in the High School program. 

 

We still have a gaping hole in our engagement with college students and young 

adults, and are still grappling with the paradigm shift toward truly engaging families 

as the center of Christian faith formation.  There is much work to do to leverage the 

leadership development our young people gain in Faith Camp, but I think we are 

asking the right questions and that is where it all begins. 

 

We have options in our future staffing: to have one full-time person shepherding 

those areas of our ministry, or to split the responsibilities within a team of two or 

three part-time people. The Executive Board and staff will be looking into those 

options. 

 

Most importantly, Faith Lutheran Church is a great place to work and do ministry.  

We have dedicated, faithful, engaged, lay leaders, and a growing flock of young 

people worthy of our very best efforts. 

 

I pray that God blesses Jennifer and her family as she moves into this next stage of 

her life. May the Lord bless the people of our congregation now and those yet to 

join us, and God’s will be done. May God’s kingdom be realized in our desire to be 

blessed. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Read Matthew 6:5-14 and Psalm 86 

  

Psalm 50:15: “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 

and you shall glorify me.” 

  

In classic art found in children’s prayer books, a girl or boy kneels 

beside a bed, palms together, eyes closed. The body shows the 

posture of prayer, but does posture really matter? 

  

In past times, when a king entered a room, everyone stood or even 

knelt. Their posture showed their respect. Not many conventions 

like these continue to the present day, but even now in a 

courtroom, we rise when the judge enters. 

 

 

Usually for prayer in church, we kneel (if kneelers 

are available) or we stand. These two postures 

show our honor for God and our trust in him. Of 

course, we can sit while we pray before a meal or 

while lying in bed before sleeping. It is also 

appropriate to kneel or stand. 

  

Most important, though, is not the outward sign of prayer, but 

rather the inward condition of the heart. The Pharisees made a 

mockery of prayer by praying loudly to impress others. Jesus 

condemns this hypocrisy; instead, he tells us to go into our closets 

and pray. Kneeling or standing while praying is good, but it is the 

heart that truly matters – a heart trusting in God and asking as a 

dear child asks a dear Father. 

  

Pray: Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of prayer. Strengthen my faith 

so that I may trust in you and pray boldly. Amen. 

Stewardship Corner - Church Planting 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed 

frequently that it might not rain, and for three years 

and six months it did not rain on the earth.”  James 5:17 

 

Dr. Bryan Baugus of the Institute for Faith, Work and 

Economics defines an entrepreneur as a person who 

under the creative impulses of God creates something 

that brings high levels of satisfaction to people, results 

in more order, and finds ways to create greater value 

than existed before. 

 

Modern day examples of entrepreneurs include Herb Kelleher, co-founder 

of Southwest Airlines, Bill Gates, CEO of Microsoft, Oprah Winfrey, founder 

of three companies including her own television network, and J. K. Rowling, 

a welfare recipient at one time, who wrote the Harry Potter books. 

 

The Bible also provides examples of entrepreneurship.  Abram is an 

example.  In Genesis 13 when he and Lot separate and Lot chooses to go to 

the fertile plain similar to The Garden of Eden, Abram gets the less 

attractive, less fertile area.  Yet Abram continues to prosper even as Lot’s 

material and spiritual condition deteriorates.  By Genesis 21 Abraham (as 

God had renamed him) was making treaties with kings.  Abraham had a 

great faith and God given vision of the future. 

 

Another example is Solomon who was extremely wealthy, but had to create 

his fortune, as much of it did not exist before (I Kings 34, 4:26). Solomon 

generated wealth by bringing peace to the kingdom, which allowed him to 

use his resources for production, rather than protection.  In addition, he 

encouraged trade and was the only Jewish king with a trading fleet.  

(I Kings 9) 

 

Lydia was a dealer of purple cloth in Thyratira and in only a few verses in 

Acts 16: 14-15, 40 we learn several things.  She had a household, she may 

have been a widow, and her household probably included children and may 

have included servants. 

 

She had a house large enough to accommodate guests and was willing to 

take Paul and Silas in after they had been in jail.   

 

 

In addition, her house also seemed to serve as the center for Christian 

work in the area.  Her hospitality undoubtedly carried some risk and a 

willingness to take on risk is an entrepreneurial characteristic. 

The Bible is not a book about great entrepreneurs but we do know that 

several of the apostles ran a fishing business, and Matthew’s tax 

collecting was a private, independent business in those days.  The 

apostle Paul made tents, Luke practiced medicine, and less discussed 

believers operated business as well. 

 

One common biblical act was “church planting” as practiced by Paul, 

Barnabas, Timothy, Silas and many others.  This was and still is an 

entrepreneurial act because it took faith, vision, perseverance, and a 

willingness to stand strong in the face of opposition. 

 

A thriving, successful church preaching the word, evangelizing, and 

serving is as entrepreneurial as any business start-up because it needs 

people working together, who are willing to give of their time, talents 

and finances.  The Bible has a word for this willingness.  It is called 

STEWARDSHIP! 

 

While we revere the men and women of the Bible, we must also 

remember what James tells us about Elijah:  “He was a man of great 

faith, but he was still a man like us” (James 5:17). What God did through 

the heroes and entrepreneurs of the Bible, he can do through us. 

 

HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK AT FAITH? 

 

Stacy Williams gives 

instructions to a visitor on how 

to use the financial giving kiosk. 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

 

The offering envelopes have 

been redesigned to make it 

easier for you to make 

contributions either by debit 

card, automated bank draft, 

cash, or check.  This week when 

you are putting your financial gifts to the church in the offering 

envelope, take a close look at the many ways to give to Faith. 

3 Prayer Corner - Posture for Prayer  
by Peggy Porter 
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Board of Worship Seeks Verger  
 

The Board of Worship is seeking someone to assume the duty of 

Verger beginning in 2015.  

 

• A Verger can be either male or female, age 18 or older.  

• Be a team player who is comfortable working behind the 

scenes.  

• Having the gifts of organization, planning, and leadership are 

helpful.  

• Interest in the church's worship life is also desirable.  

 

Our future Verger will serve as part of a two-person team that will 

help organize worship leaders and assistants at either The 

Gathering or Heritage service (one Verger per service). Training will 

begin at the end of this year.  

 

Does this sound intriguing to you? If so, let someone on the Board 

of Worship know (Jim Richman and Greg Funchess, chairs).  

Be a Prayer Partner With an Adult or High 

Schooler on the Mission Trip! 

 
Our 14 High School youth and 

five adults will be leaving for 

Standing Rock Indian 

Reservation (on the North/South 

Dakota border) on July 12. This 

will be an eye-opening 

experience for some of our kids. 

The goal of the trip is for our 

teens to learn from the 

traditions and culture of these 

very spiritual people and to be helpful in any ways needed. We 

will be alongside other Christian teens doing our best to help 

improve some homes through roofing, painting, dry walling, and 

building a wheel chair ramp.  

 

While we are gone, it would really be a blessing for our 

participants to know that there are people back home praying 

for them by name.  Here’s how we can make that happen… 

 

During worship on Sunday, July 6, there will be a basket made 

available for people to take a bracelet and put it on your wrist for 

the week.  Written on the bracelet, will be the name of one of 

the participants (there will be two bracelets for each name).  We 

are asking that you pray every day for that person and the 

bracelet will remind you to do that. 

 

Our mission trip will be more enhanced when we know that a 

“cloud of witnesses” is rooting us on in what may be very trying 

conditions.  Thank you in advance for supporting us in this way. 

Elementary School Families Pool Party  

Andrew and Jennifer Doe’s Home 

Sunday, July 13 - Noon - 3:00 PM 
 

If you have a kid in Elementary School - you should be at this 

party! Please join us for a good time just hanging out while the 

kids swim. There will be grilling for dinner and a lifeguard on 

duty. Don’t miss it! RSVP by email at info@faithbellaire.org. 



Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free."  They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham 

and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You 

will be made free'?"  Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone 

who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place 

in the household; the son has a place there forever.  So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed. John 8:31-36 

 

“Does China have a Fourth of July?” a friend in South Dakota once asked me jokingly.  “No, 

China has always been an independent nation,” I said. “So, the Chinese calendar skips 

Fourth of July?” 

 

Well, I was not truthful to my friend about Chinese history. As a matter of fact, there were 

many short or long periods of foreign domination in the Chinese history. I often forget 

about it or do not want to admit it. The great Chinese author Lu Xun caricaturized Chinese 

genuflections to foreign powers or tyrannical rulers with his remark that Chinese history 

had seen two alternating periods: “1. the periods when we longed in vain to be slaves; 2. 

the periods when we succeeded in becoming slaves for a time.”  Slaves cannot build a free 

and democratic society, but free people can. Will China have freedom and democracy 

someday? Yes, when the people in China become truly free.  

 

The late Indian Jesuit Anthony de Mello told the following story: a Jesuit priest wrote a 

note to his superior general, asking him about the relative value of communism, socialism, 

and capitalism. The superior general gave him a lovely reply by saying, “A system is about 

as good or as bad as the people who use it.” After relating the story, de Mello commented, 

“People with golden hearts would make capitalism or communism or socialism work 

beautifully.” “A system is about as good or as bad as the people who use it.” That is right. 

But where do you go to find “the people with golden hearts?” 

 

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn-- a Russian novelist and Noble laureate, a committed Christian, and 

a freedom fighter in the former Soviet Union--wrote in his famous The Gulag Archipelago, 

“If only there were evil people somewhere insidiously committing evil deeds, and it were 

necessarily only to separate them from the rest of us and destroy them. But the line 

dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of every human being.” Since the people with 

golden hearts are nowhere to be found on earth, democracy, I believe, is better than 

autocracy.  

 

C. S. Lewis said, “I am democrat because I believe in the fall of man. I think most people are 

democrats for the opposite reason. A great deal of democratic enthusiasm descends from 

the ideas of people like Rousseau, who believe in democracy because they thought  

mankind so wise and good that everyone deserved a share in the government. The danger 

of defending democracy on those grounds is that they are not true…I find that they’re not 

true without looking further than myself. I don’t deserve a share in governing a hen-roost, 

much less a nation…the real reason for democracy is…mankind is so fallen that no man can 

be trusted with unchecked power over his fellows. Aristotle said that some people were 

only fit to be slaves. I do not contradict him. But I reject slavery because I see no men fit to 

be masters.” 

 

The United States has been blessed with a democratic government since its founding in 

1776. Let us, however, not take democracy for granted. Let us not forget that “A system is 

about as good or as bad as the people who use it.” Let us not forget the spiritual 

foundation of our nation. Let us always remember that “if the Son makes you free, you will 

be free indeed.”  

Democracy and Christianity 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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Every Sunday at 

12:30 PM. 

Lunch, Bible 

study, and 

fellowship.   
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FAITH CAMP 2014 - It’s a Wild Life! 

Liturgical Art with Mary Button  

Saturday, July 26 at 12:00 - 3:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Join us for a gathering of liturgical artists and creatives. Mary Button 

is Minister of Visual Arts at First Congregational Church (Memphis, TN) and 

the daughter of Gulf Coast Synod Pastor Mike Button. We will enjoy lunch, 

listen to Mary share about her art ministry within the congregational 

context, and then conclude with some free-flowing studio time in which 

everyone will be able to create a banner for his or her worship space. Cost: 

$10 (for lunch).  

RSVP by email claytonfaulkner@gmail.com.  

Montrose Grace Place Seeks Volunteers 

 

Well, another year of Faith Camp is put away. We had a WILD 

time this year telling the stories of God’s love to our campers. 

Many thanks to our hardworking staff and PAPs that made this 

ministry a priority.  

 

Our Disciple Campers this year went door to door to collect 

back packs for CCSC’s Back to School Drive in August in Week 

#1. In Week #2, they collected money for a clean water well in 

Ethiopia via the Faulkner’s Family Service Project. Those 

campers also collected bottled water to be delivered to our 

homeless friends in Houston. For Week #3, they collected new 

stuffed animals and donated them to our local heroes at the 

Bellaire Fire Department. They were given a private tour of the 

firehouse when they delivered the toys. 

“Go in peace.  Remember the poor.” 

 

We often end worship with that blessing 

and that calling.  And we do remember the 

poor at Faith.  From hosting Back to School, 

to Grace Bags, to homeless lunches, we do 

what we can. 

 

But sometimes people feel called to do 

more, to get more involved, to get more 

personal and relational.  Here is a way to do just that: volunteer at 

Montrose Grace Place. 

 

Montrose Grace Place is a ministry for the sake of homeless 

teenagers at Grace Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh Dr., Houston, TX 

77006.  Grace is one of our partners in the Central Houston 

Conference.   

 

Right now they are looking for dedicated and enthusiastic 

volunteers to help mentor homeless youth in the Montrose area. 

Training takes 18 hours on three separate dates. Two will be on 

Thursdays, which is the Youth Night at Montrose Grace Place. 

There will also be speakers and workshops to prepare volunteers 

to work one-on-one with the youth. 

 

Volunteer Training Dates: 

 

 • Thursday, July 10, 5:30 - 10:30 PM 

 • Saturday, July 12, 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

 • Thursday, July 17, 5:30 - 10:30 PM 

 

Volunteers are essential to the mission. Apply today; deadline for 

applications is July 3. If you have any questions, please email them 

to operations@montrosegraceplace.org. 
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News from the Day School  
by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 

It’s hard to believe that we’ve reached the second month of our Storybook Summer for 2014. During this second year of our Storybook 

Summer, we continue to work on making the program better.  We have worked out some of the kinks in the scheduling and have invited 

new and interesting school programs and performers to join us here at the Day School.  The children have been thrilled by the many 

“onsite field trips” that we’ve welcomed this summer.  The Southwest Dairy Farmers’ Mobile Dairy, a favorite each year, visited and 

taught children through a demonstration with a real cow, about where milk actually comes from.  Many thought you just buy it at the 

grocery store before this experience, even the teachers learned a lot from this visit.  We also had visits from the Downtown Aquarium’s 

Move and Groove Program and a very special guest, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology, Dr. Clayton Faulkner.  Mr. Clayton 

showed us many different types of musical instruments.  

 

This month, we welcome our very own Senior Pastor, Rev. Kerry Nelson, a magician, and the animals from a petting zoo.  Each of these 

visits was planned to support one of our weekly, book-based themes.  Each class reads the same book each week and does activities 

related to that book.  In July, we’ll celebrate Fourth of July with a parade and special menu.  Days will consist of running through the 

sprinklers, cooking, investigating, creating, and exploring as we learn important skills that will be used in school next year. The Super Ks 

will venture off campus to the Children’s Museum of Houston and Houston Museum of Natural Science’s Sugar Land Campus to explore 

the Dinosaur Pit.  What fun!   

 

As the Summer winds down, we prepare to say “goodbye” to many of our friends.  Our Kindergarten friends will prepare to go on to new 

schools.  Four of our friends will go on to Horn Elementary School, with others going to Lovett ES, T.H. Rogers School, Mark Twain ES, St. 

Mark’s Episcopal School, Rummel Creek ES and Frostwood ES.  We are very proud of the students and excited about the progress we’ve 

made in our Bridge Kindergarten program this year with Ms. Paula Castrucci at the helm.  When I arrived here, Pastor Kerry and I agreed 

that we wanted our children to leave our school prepared for the next grade level and school environment.  I am confident that our 

children are prepared socially, emotionally, and academically to be successful in their next school settings.  The word is getting out about 

this great program too!  We continue to have a lengthy waiting list for our three year old program, and the 2014-2015 school year will be 

the second year in a row that we start the school year with a full Bridge Kindergarten class.  We are making progress, but there is always 

work to be done as we aim to continue the tradition of excellence here at the Day School.   

 

Parent’s Night Out in July!!! 
 

        July 11 - Arts and Crafts 

July 18 - Mini Chefs 

July 25 - Back to School “The Bounce Back” 

August 1 - “Indoor Picnic and Movie” 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  

 $15 for one child. $10 for each subsequent child.  $35 family household cap. 

Snacks are provided.  RSVP is required to ensure space. Call the church office  

713-664-3048 or email PNO@FaithBellaire.org. 



It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter announcing my 

resignation as Director of Youth and Family Ministries.  

 

I have loved serving the youth and adults of Faith for the past 

three plus years, and feel honored that I have been invited 

into the deep and private joys and sorrows of many of your 

families.  I have grown personally and spiritually during my 

time at Faith, and will miss the meaningful relationships that 

have been born. 

 

As I look back over the last three years, I feel that together we accomplished some 

meaningful and significant things. I feel proud that the ministries I have led are new 

or in better places than when I arrived. Much of those accomplishments are 

because of the dedication and efforts of the Youth and Family Board, the Board of 

Parish Education, and the Board of Social Ministries.  I am grateful for their work. I 

also want to thank those who have served as Learning Group Leaders, Confirmation 

Mentors, or sponsors. Your support and involvement in our kid’s lives is 

unquantifiable.  

 

July 1, 2014 will be my last day at Faith. This has enabled me to oversee all three 

weeks of Faith Camp and tie up loose ends for those taking over my other 

commitments. I am excited to work with this year’s Faith Camp Staff, as they are 

comprised of teens from Faith, the community, and our Cornerstone Recovery 

program. I have learned a lot from our Cornerstone families. Thank you for letting 

me cheer for you from the sidelines. I am blessed to have heard your stories and 

made memories together. 

 

Finally, I will miss the staff of Faith. They are a fun team of creative and 

collaborative people that made work fun. 

 

The time I have spent at Faith was time well invested for me and for my family.  As 

Paul wrote to his brothers and sisters in faith, “…I thank God for you.” 

 

Blessings on each of your heads, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will miss you! 

Members, Colleagues, and Friends 
by Jennifer Finley, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, July 3 at 

10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts are 

provided. Socializing with 

the group is so joyful.  All 

are welcome!!   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-3628. 

Women’s Ministry 
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If it is August, then it must be Blue Bell Month! 

All those who donate or attempt to donate will 

receive a coupon for a free pint of Blue Bell ice 

cream. It’s a great way to help save up to three 

lives and walk out with a sweet treat from the 

little creamery in Brenham. Coupons can be 

redeemed at your local grocer. 

 

The Blood Center is the primary supplier of blood 

components to more than 170 hospitals and 

health care facilities in a 25-county Texas Gulf 

Coast region. Donors must be at least 17 years of 

age, weigh a minimum of 110 pounds and be in 

good general health. Individuals who are 16 

years old, at least 122 pounds, in good general 

health and have their parents’ consent also may 

donate. The donation process is simple, taking 

only about one hour.  Sign up in the narthex or 

online at www.giveblood.org site 1037. 

 

For those who are unable to donate and would 

like to support the blood drive, consider helping 

with a lite lunch for the blood drive staff or bring 

snacks for our donors.   

 

Be Cool …Donate Blood August 3 
by Linda Lamb, Board of Social Ministries 
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Faith House has a new website

- FaithHouseHouston.org.  

Patients who are searching for 

medical housing in Houston 

can now find Faith House 

without having to navigate 

through three levels of the 

church website.  The website 

also allows Faith House to provide more details on the facilities, the 

procedures, and the ministry.  Most important, patients can register for 

the Faith House Wait List online – no need to make a phone call, leave a 

voicemail, and wait for a return call from a Faith House volunteer just to 

register for the Wait List. 

 

Beginning in 2014, some of the medical center hospitals began using the 

Joe’s House non-profit organization (joeshouse.org) to handle all medical 

housing needs for their patients.  This policy change requires patients to 

use the internet as a primary source for their housing searches.  The new 

Faith House website offers a greater internet presence for the Faith 

House ministry, and will allow us to promote this wonderful ministry in a 

new way. 

 

How can you help Faith House with the website?  When you are browsing 

on your computer, visit the website at FaithHouseHouston.org – just to 

check it out.  When patients enter phrases such as ‘medical housing in 

Houston’ into their internet browser, they receive a list of dozens of 

facilities in the Houston area.  Right now, Faith House is usually the 7 to 

15
 
facility on the list.  But we would like to be much higher on the list and 

to do that we need to increase our ‘traffic count.’  Each time the website 

is accessed you will add to the Faith House ‘traffic count’ and help the 

ministry rise to the top of the list. Faith House thanks Clayton Faulkner 

for creating the website for the ministry.  We thank all of you for your 

continued support of Faith House in so many ways.  Check us out at 

FaithHouseHouston.org! 

 

New Faith House Website 
by Joann Fry, Faith House Board 
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Faith Lutheran started offering ESL (English as Second Language) classes in March 2014. It is a very 

practical way to demonstrate radical hospitality to Chinese people who recently moved to Houston 

and need someone to help them improve their English skills.  The following words are shared by 

students about their ESL experiences: 

  

• We have learned many valuable things. This will be an unforgettable experience.   

• I have the best ESL teacher. He chooses the topics that we are interested in. He cares about 

every student’s need and gives us many opportunities to talk about what is important for us. 

His lectures are so good that I always look forward to his next class. 

• There is some important spirit in your [teachers’] hearts. Sacrifice and love! I am not a Christian, 

but I come to Faith Lutheran Church to learn English.  Now I begin to read the Bible. This is a 

special experience in my life! 

• Thank God to give me this opportunity to meet my dear friends in Houston. ESL class helps me live better in Houston, gives me self-

confidence. 

•  I am grateful to my two teachers. Their patience and enthusiasm have motivated me to continue to study hard. 

•  I am deeply touched by my teacher’s devotion to the class.  My Christian faith has also been encouraged and strengthened as I see her 

faith in action. She's a true Christian lady. How important it is the acceptance and encouragement she has given to me! 

• Before I came to Faith Lutheran’s ESL class, I could hardly speak simple English sentences. It was so frustrating. But after one semester, I 

can follow the conversation and feel comfortable speaking English. I feel so blessed by the class.  I strongly recommend our ESL class to 

other students. 

  

Members of Faith who volunteer to teach ESL are Diana Boihem, Staci DeKunder, Andrew Doe, Margo Faulkner, Diana Freeman, Ronnie 

Keller, and Tiffany Stone.  This is what they said about their teaching experiences: 

 

• Teaching ESL class has been a challenging and enjoyable experience.  The students are exceptional.  They are eager to learn the 

language and culture of the US.  This makes for highly interactive and fun conversations.  

• First, it's so gratifying to have such willing students. Second, they usually do their homework, and work very hard in class on 

pronunciation, repeating many times if needed. They want to get it right! Every teacher likes that!  I am also impressed by their 

adaptability to Houston. 

• I had a great time teaching ESL. The students that stuck with it seemed to do very well. 

• I feel like I benefitted so much from the experience and if my students received half as much satisfaction as I did, they will be happy.  For 

me (and I hope also for my students), the actual connecting and conversing was far more important than following any set curriculum or 

text book. 

• I am really enjoying helping the students learn English.  I remember so well being in Belgium and not being able to speak French.  It was 

so very frustrating.  Hopefully, I can help remove some of that frustration for them. 

 

 

 

ESL Ministry Makes Christ’s Love Known to Chinese Newcomers 

Cornerstone Softball Tourney 

 
In an ongoing committed partnership with the teens and families of Cornerstone Recovery, the Finleys and Pastor Kerry put on their cleats 

and played in the annual Memorial Day Softball Tournament. Faith Lutheran is committed to Worship, Learning, and Healing. We are proud 

of our teens who are working hard to change their lives. 



I recently attended a continuing education seminar held at The 

Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies in Orange Park, FL. 

Dr. C. Michael Hawn, Distinguished Professor of Church Music and 

Director of Sacred Music at Perkins School of Theology, Southern 

Methodist University (Dallas, TX), led this seminar. I so enjoyed the 

chance to hear him teach and I thought you might also enjoy a brief 

overview of what I learned.  

 

A description of the seminar provided by Dr. Hawn: “A European pastor, lamenting the 

inadequacy of relevant congregational song in 1960 for his parish, said: ‘Tell me what 

you sing, and I’ll tell you who you are.’ In the more than fifty years since this 

provocative statement, the Holy Spirit has guided the church to a whole new era of 

diversity and abundance of the people’s song. This seminar will explore the theological, 

musical, and liturgical implications of this song in seven streams. Rather than the 

inaccurate dichotomy of ‘contemporary’ and ‘traditional’ song, the Holy Spirit has 

provided a rich spectrum of song for the people. A focus will be on finding out where 

your congregation is on this spectrum and providing strategies for expanding the range 

of sung faith for your people, not only stylistically but also theologically. Another pastor 

in the United States said, ‘Each generation must add its stanza to the great hymn of the 

church.’ Find out what our stanza looks like, what it says about our faith, and the role 

that singing might play in taking the church and its worship in new, spiritually formative 

directions.” 

 

Dr. Hawn went on to describe what he calls the seven streams of congregational song 

that have emerged since the Second Vatican Council of the Roman Catholic Church 

(1962-1965). 

 

1. Roman Catholic Liturgical Renewal Hymnody - themes of sacrament, lectionary, 

and Psalm settings. Well-known composers include David Haas, Marty Haugen, and 

John Foley. Example: ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord (I the Lord of sea and sky). 

2. Protestant Contemporary Classical Hymnody – themes of justice, the environment, 

and scriptural paraphrases. Well-known composers include Brian Wren, Fred Pratt 

Green, and Jaroslav Vajda. Example: ELW 851 When In Our Music God Is Glorified. 

3. African American Spirituals and Gospel Songs – themes of personal experience, 

salvation, and ecstatic praise of God. Well-known composers include Doris Akers, 

Andre Crouch, and Richard Smallwood. Example: ELW 773 Precious Lord, Take My 

Hand. 

4. Revival/Gospel Songs – themes of salvation, spreading the gospel, and a triumphal 

faith. Well-known composer include Bill and Gloria Gaither, Thomas Chisholm, Keith 

Getty, and Stuart Townend. Example: ELW 856 How Great Thou Art. 

5. Folk Song Influences – themes of scriptural storytelling, narratives, and social 

activism. Well-known composers include John Ylvisaker and Pete Seeger. Example: 

ELW 732 Borning Cry. 

6. Pentecostal Songs – themes of praise, adoration, and personal experiences. Well-

known composers include Michael W. Smith, Darlene Zschech, and Chris Tomlin. 

Example: ELW 821 Shout to the Lord.  

7. Global and Ecumenical Song Forms – themes of freedom, justice, and sung prayer. 

Well-known composers include Pablo Sosa, Geonyong Lee, and the Taize 

community. Example: ELW 529 Jesu, tawa pano (Jesus, We Are Gathered). 

 

I am proud to have such a diverse group of songs in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

hymnal! 

The Seven Streams of Congregational Song 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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       We did it! 

Thank you to everyone who 

supported our Faulkner Family 

Service Project to build a water 

well in Ethiopia. We banded 

together and were able to do a 

remarkable thing - bring life, 

healing, and hope through the 

gift of clean water to people in 

need. 

 

Water to Thrive has built 500 

wells in the last six years, 

providing fresh water for 

200,000 people for at least 20 

years. Donors build a specific 

well for about $5,000 and are 

given GPS coordinates of its 

location. 

 

watertothrive.org 



Faith Camp Activities and Fun! 
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Journalist to Present LWR Projects in Tanzania 

Sunday, July 27, 10:15 - 11:00 AM 

Parlor 
 

In the Bahi district in Central Tanzania, Lutheran World Relief is working with 2,000 rice 

farmers, their cooperatives, and the local government to upgrade an irrigation system, 

improve agricultural methods, and increase access to markets. On July 27, Bill Mintz, a 

longtime journalist and member of Christ the King Lutheran Church who visited the Bahi 

project, will describe how LWR's work is increasing incomes, strengthening families, and 

building more resilient communities. 

*Picture on right: Bill Mintz with Amin Bakari, center, LWR’s country manager in Tanzania, 

and Mary Simon, a rice farmer and successful participant in LWR’s rice project.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

July 

7/11 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/12-7/19 - HS Mission Trip 

7/18 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/25 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/27-8/01 - Summer Camp to Lutherhill 

 

August 

8/01 - Parent’s Night Out 

8/09 - HS to Splash Town 

8/15 - Faith Family Game Night 

8/16 - Best Practices in Faith Formation 

 

“Faith Family” = anyone with or without a partner or 

kids 

 

“HS” = High Schoolers and Families 

“MS” = Middle Schoolers and Families 

“ES” = Elementary Schoolers and Families 

“Young Families” = parents with infants, babies, or 

toddlers 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  

 $15 for one child. $10 for each subsequent child.  

$35 family household cap. Snacks are provided.  RSVP 

is required to ensure space. Call the church office  

713-664-3048 or email PNO@FaithBellaire.org. 

Financial Workshops by Thrivent 
 

Financial education workshops from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans help 

you learn how to use your values in the way you manage your time, talents 

and treasures.  Living a full life goes beyond financial security. It means 

living out our values—achieving greater meaning and fulfillment in our lives. 

 

You’ll find our informational financial workshops to be friendly, interactive 

and informal.  They are led locally by your Thrivent Financial representative 

Joshua Levy and are offered at no cost or obligation to you.  Our workshops 

inspire us to be smart with money and live generously-managing the 

resources God has entrusted to our care to reach our goals.  We cover 

financial topics such as money management, retirement planning, college 

planning and our very popular social security workshop. 

 

From preparing for life’s changes to preparing for a secure financial future, 

our workshops are a solid step in the right direction.  We invite you to join 

us during the coffee hour on July 6, 13, 20, 27 from 10:15 - 11:00 AM. 

 

                                      Workshop dates and topics: 

   

  July 6     Retire Wisely 

  July 13   Social Security: Strategize to Maximize 

  July 20   Money Matters                                                 

  July 27   College Planning  

Lutherhill Sunday at Faith, July 27 
 

Put your Lutherhill hats and T-shirts on this day as we bless our 

kids going off to summer camp! Also, Lutherhill’s Executive 

Director, Matt Kindsvatter will be with us to give a special 

greeting to Faith! 
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Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan  Associate Pastor 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy Williams  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Yu Cao    Office Coordinator 
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Ana Rivas  Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

FaithBellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 

 

 

CCSC’s Back to School 2014 Updates 
by Janis Frnka, Board of Social Ministries 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

 

• July 12, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM – Bonus Item, Voucher, 

and Supply Bag Work Day 

        Location: CCSC Emergency Services – 3434 Branard, Houston, TX 

• July 24, 4:00 - 8:30 PM School Supply Delivery Night (we need muscle power to help 

arrange supplies, but there will be plenty of work for everyone). Children 14 and 

above are welcome; ages 11-13 with adult. 

        Location for July and August Events will be Faith Center. 

• July 25, 4:00 - 8:30 PM Pre-Sort Work Night – Same ages as stated above 

• July 26, 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM Sort and Set Up – Same ages as stated above 

        Two Shifts: 7:00 - 11:30 AM and 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

• July 28, 4:00 - 8:30 PM Partner Pulls Night 

• August 2, 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM Distribution - Ages 14 and up 

        Two Shifts: 7:00 - 11:30 AM and 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

Contact Janis Frnka (832)794-6308 or email jfdds@yahoo.com if you have any questions 

concerning the events listed above. Remember, it takes only $45 to sponsor one child to 

receive school supplies, hygiene kits, and school uniforms/shoes! 

 

Donations of any dollar amount may be made by: personal check made out to Faith with 

“Back to School” on the memo line; credit/debit card accepted either online or at any 

kiosk. 

 

NOTE: If you miss getting your donation in before the August 2 Distribution Day, CCSC will 

gladly accept your donations later in the year. Just make sure to write “Back to School” on 

the memo line. 

 

Once again Faith will offer radical hospitality for our guests during Back to School! 

 

On Saturday, August 2, hundreds of families will be at Faith Lutheran to pick up their 

school supplies and clothing.  In keeping with our core value of “radical hospitality,” we 

will offer a friendly welcome, information, water, shade, and refreshments to the 

students and those accompanying them. We will need about 5-6 volunteers in the parking 

lot and 5-6 more in the Fellowship Hall from 6:30 AM until everyone leaves around 3:30 

PM. You can sign up in blocks of one hour or more. Please help us out if you can. For more 

information, contact Lorah Gough at lorah.gough@gmail.com. 

 

Signup sheets will available in July in the Fellowship Hall before Sunday services or online 

at:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BackToSchool_2014. 

 

 

 

The mission 

of Faith 

Lutheran 

Church  

is to follow 

Jesus in 

blessing the 

world with 

faith, hope, 

and love. 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—July 2014  

9:00 AM 

 

July 6 July 13 July 20 

 

July 27 

Acolytes  Joshua Boihem 

Ella DeKunder 

Nathan Michaud 

Tommie Huwyler 

Caleb Seitz 

Sabrina Schlather 

Andrew Strickland 

Ella DeKunder 

Communion 

Assistants  

Marlaena Dobbins 

Diana Boihem 

Mark and Marsha  

Zimmermann 

Kelley Keller 

Emma Keller 

Michael and Dave  

Farner 

Asst Minister  Holly Hurska-Spratlin Holly Hurska-Spratlin Bob Medlen Bob Medlen 

Ushers  Mary Jane McBride Parkan Family Dave and Wendy Farner Ken and Liz Trunnell 

Common Grounds Property Property Property Property 

Altar Guild  Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Doris Williams 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Doris Williams 

11:15 AM July 6 July 13 July 20 

 

July 27 

Acolyte Annika Becker Roxy Funchess Lily Williams Myra Condit 

Crucifer Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell Helen Schawe 

Lector Carol Strawn Doug Elsen Sharon Koch Sharon Richter 

Communion 

Assistants  

Charles and Peggy 

Porter 

Charles and Peggy 

Porter 

Jo Ann Welton 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Jo Ann Welton 

Lenora Ohlenbusch 

Asst Minister Karen Elsen Karen Elsen Don Hodde Don Hodde 

Ushers  Bill Freeman 

Mel Richter 

Mardi Mayerhoeff 

Bill Freeman 

Mel Richter 

Mardi Mayerhoeff 

Bill Freeman 

Mel Richter 

Mardi Mayerhoeff 

Bill Freeman 

Mel Richter 

Mardi Mayerhoeff 

Altar Guild  Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Doris Williams 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Doris Williams 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email Mary at malaniz@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

 



July Calendar Events 

 

1 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel /9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 

305) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage” Teen Support Group (FC) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (108) / 6:00 PM Narcotics 

Anonymous (300) / 6:30 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

2 Wednesday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, &  305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

3 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:45 PM 

Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

4 Friday — All Day Office and School closed / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

5 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

6 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Thrivent Workshop (101) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship 

(FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

7 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 6:30 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

8 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC)/ 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 

305) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage (FC Youth Room) / 6:30 PM CCSC Committee Meeting (FC Gym) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous 

(300) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

9 Wednesday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:45 PM Bellaire Moms of Multiples (Gym) /  

7:00 PM Lutherhill Information Meeting (200) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

10 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) /2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

11 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

12 Saturday — All Day High School leaves for Mission Trip / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

13 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Thrivent Workshop (101) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:00 PM ES Family Pool 

Party (Doe Residence) /  12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

14 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

15 Tuesday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 

2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 

Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

16 Wednesday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

17 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (Off Site) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

18 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

19 Saturday — All Day High School Mission Trip Return / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 10:00 AM Tune Up 

Rehearsal (FC) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

20 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Thrivent Workshop (101) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:15 PM Board of 

Worship (200) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

21 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

22 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 

305) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

23 Wednesday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

24 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

25 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

26 Saturday — 8:45 AM Food Pantry - Gethsemane / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Sunday — All Day Elementary to Lutherhill / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Thrivent Workshop (101) / 10:15 AM LWR 

Presentation (Parlor) / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

28 Monday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

29 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 

305) / 6:45 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

30 Wednesday — 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

31 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 305) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
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