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The National Lutheran 

Men in Mission gathering 

will be this July 18-20 in 

Nashville.  I plan on going 

and I’m hoping at least a 

couple of other guys from 

Faith will join me. 

 

It is good to get away 

together with others.  It is 

good to leave behind our 

routines to enjoy some 

new adventures and make 

some common memories.  

We don’t do enough of 

that these days. 

 

Jesus spent his entire 

ministry in the company of 

his friends.  They walked 

everywhere they went.  

They slept wherever they 

happened to be when 

darkness fell.  They figured 

out who was going to cook 

and what they were going 

to eat. 

 

At least one thing that 

“following Jesus” means in 

our lives is finding ways to 

share time, life, and 

experiences with others.   

 

Maybe this was more than 

Jesus’ routine.  Maybe it 

was Jesus’ point. 

Kathy Patrick sent me an email the other day with her 

insights after worshipping at “Spirit Garage” – a hip, trendy, 

alternative missional community church in Minneapolis.  I 

was struck by her sense of how they used music to help 

people worship.  They, like us, plan worship along the 

continuum of “move” or “be moved.” 

 

On one side are those who believe that people ought to 

“move” during worship, it should be participatory.  People should be expected 

to sit and stand and sit and stand and sometimes kneel.  People should be 

expected to respond appropriately to liturgical prompts, sing together, offer 

responses to the prayers, and come forward for Holy Communion.   

 

On the other side are those who prefer to “be moved” during worship.  Leaders 

sing and pray, people listen and maybe are moved by the presentation.  They 

might stand a little and sit a little, but both will come in response to those in 

front who are “moving” them.  Holy Communion is sometimes optional,  I once 

worshipped in a congregation where the elements of Holy Communion were 

set up on a little table at the side of the worship space.  There was a sign 

encouraging us to commune ourselves on the way out if we wanted too.  Wow! 

 

The music at Spirit Garage leaned toward the “be moved” end of the spectrum.  

The band was rocking, but no one really seemed to be singing.  If they wanted 

them to sing, they encouraged it by the band teaching the chorus before the 

song, or the band prompting them to sing. 

 

This was interesting to me because we are still early in offering the 6TEN 

service as a normal part of our worship life, every Sunday at 6:10 PM.  We are 

aiming right at the middle of the “move-be moved” continuum.  The music is 

not designed for congregational singing.  Instead it sets the tone, the mood, 

and the vibe for the worship experience as a whole. 6TEN is very participatory,  

throughout the service we ask people to volunteer live! They do things like light 

candles, read lessons, or share their own personal experiences. 

 

People are prayed for, anointed with oil, have communion, move to a prayer 

table with more candles and icons, etc. 

 

We are trying to find a balance so that “church people” can recognize what we 

are doing as Christian worship and “recovery people” can recognize how their 

experiences of God working in their lives is also being lifted up and honored.   

Most importantly, we are trying to build a bridge that breaks down walls of 

shame. All of us can come to understand that salvation IS healing and that 

“working a recovery program” is really no different than a life of discipleship. 

 

We’re now heading into the Summer. If you find yourself heading back into 

town on Sunday after a weekend away, come and check out the 6TEN service 

for yourself.  It is church and it is blessing the lives of people who might 

otherwise not venture into a fancy building on a Sunday morning.  We don’t 

really care whether people are moving or moved, we just want them to know 

that God is actively working in their lives to bless them with healing. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Read 1 John 2:24-33 

  

Acts 17:28 – “In him we live and move and have our being.” 

  

Consider these words, God’s words, from Genesis 1:  “Let there be 

light.”  What happens next?  There is light (v. 3).  When God spoke 

at creation, the world began to live and move and have its 

being.  God speaks, and things happen.  The same is true with you 

and me.  When God speaks, we come to be, and that is no small 

matter. 

  

Psalm 8:4 expresses the wonder of the heart that feels God’s 

creative power in a personal way:  “What is man that you are 

mindful of him, and the son of man that you 

care for him?”  God doesn’t just call the world into 

being.  He calls you and me into being, and in Christ 

Jesus he gives us a reason for being, namely, to get 

the word of God’s love, life, and salvation out 

where the world can see and hear it. 

  

 The Gospel of John begins, “in the beginning was 

the Word.”  That Word is Jesus, whose Spirit lives, moves, and has 

its being in us. Small and insignificant as we may think we are, God is 

as mindful of you and me as he is mindful of this world he caused to 

be.  And by God’s grace, he still speaks, making faith and life and 

hope happen...even in us. 

  

Pray:  Dear Lord, because of your grace and mercy, I live, I move, 

and I have my being.  Amen. 

  

Stewardship Corner - Cult of the Mall Thinking 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Acts 

20:35 

 

There is an old cartoon where a pastor stands in 

the pulpit speaking to the congregation.  He says, 

“I would like to remind you that what you are 

about to give is tax deductible, cannot be taken 

with you, and is considered by some to be the 

root of all evil.”  We all laugh, but there is a much 

more positive reason for giving.  We are blessed and are enriched in 

giving. A review of the teachings of Jesus could almost be 

summarized in one word:  GIVE.  There is a blessing in giving.  

Consider the evidence in Holy Scripture.  In Luke 6:38 Jesus says, 

“Give, and it will be given to you.”  Or take Jesus’ statement in Luke 

14:13-14, “But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind – and you will be blessed, because 

they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of 

the righteous.” 

 

In chapter 20 of The Acts of the Apostles, Paul echoes this principle 

teaching of Jesus.  It begins in verse 17 where Paul meets in Miletus 

with the elders of the church at Ephesus, which he helped establish.  

It is a sad farewell.  Paul is bound for Rome for imprisonment and 

eventual execution.  Paul has taught them, raised them in faith, and 

now offers parting advice.  In the following verses Paul instructs 

them to feed the church, and warns them against various dangers 

facing the church. He admonishes them not to be greedy for 

personal gain, but to give for a blessing.  However in verse 22 Paul 

frames his whole farewell speech in the context of God’s grace, 

freely forgiving love, “And now I commend you to God. To the 

message of grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give 

you the inheritance among all who are sanctified.”   Did you catch 

that?  His grace is able to build us up and give us an inheritance.  He 

is telling us this is how you come to live the life you have always 

wanted. 

In verses 33-35, Paul cements his case by offering himself as an 

example.  He hasn’t coveted wealth or possessions.  Paul has 

worked to support the weak.  While others see a tear stained 

future, Paul embraces great living.  He comforts them and 

remembers the words of Jesus.  “It is more blessed to give than 

to receive.”  In today’s culture it is possible to believe this 

teaching and at the same time doubt its veracity.  Why?  Oh, we 

know the answer.  It is easy to get caught up by the “cult of the 

mall” thinking.  It is so easy to buy into the illusion that spending 

for something bigger and better than what we already have can 

make us into something new.  It is difficult to ignore these 

powerful false gods, which clamor for our adoration.  Yet, 

instinctively, we know that great living comes in giving of our 

time, our energy, and our possessions, including our money. 

 

Every day we have the opportunity to embrace the life we have 

always wanted.  We have the chance to decide if we trust the 

Lord and believe his word.  Paul speaks to us in Acts, “In all this I 

have given you an example that by such work we must support 

the weak, remembering the words of Jesus, that it is more 

blessed to give than to receive.”  We are invited to an adventure 

in faith.  This is the path in living the life we have always wanted.  

We are blessed in giving. 

 

HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK IN OUR CHURCH?  

20 people have signed up for the Financial Peace University class, 

including three members of Faith Church . 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The average worship attendance through April 2013 was 270 

people.  The average worship attendance through April 2014 is 

301 people.  This is the highest figure in recent years.  Keep it up 

people of Faith.  God is at work in our midst.  

3 Prayer Corner - What Makes You Tick?  
by Peggy Porter 
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Every Sunday at 12:30 PM. 

Lunch, Bible study, and fellowship.   

Book Drive Success! 
 
Many thanks to Jennifer Cross for organizing the Book Drive 

Project. Thank you to everyone else who donated. Because of 

your generosity, EVERY child at Cunningham Elementary will 

take a free book home for the Summer. Our goal was 720 

books, but donations (books and cash) were able to provide 725 

books! 

 

“Well done good and faithful servants.” 

Congrats to All of Our Graduates! 
 

Madison Addicks - St. Agnes Academy; 

attending the University of Alabama in the 

Fall 

Kirt Broesche - Kinkaid; attending the 

University of Southern California 

Gina Castillo - Westbury High School; attending Texas State in 

the Fall 

Candy Fulgencio - Lamar High School 

Christopher Gohlke - Attending Washington University in St. 

Louis in the Fall 

Elizabeth Menke - Magna Cum Laude from Ridge Point High 

School; attending Texas A&M in the Fall 

Michael Sanchez - Kinkaid; attending Georgia Tech in the Fall 

Evan Watson - Cesar Chavez High School; attending Texas 

A&M in the Fall 

 

Also graduating:  

Nathan Hodde - Bachelor of Arts in History from Texas State 

University 

Kristen Krueger - Doctorate in History from the University of 

Houston 

Alison Obr -  Doctorate in Biomedical Sciences from Baylor 

College of Medicine 

Tiffany Menke Stone - Master of Education from Texas A&M 

University 

           Parent’s Night Out is BACK!! 

(see page 13 for times and costs) 

May 30 - Welcome Back "The Jump Off"   

June 6 - Dance Party 

June 13 - Arts and Crafts Night 

June 20 - Game Night 

June 27 - Fun with Science 

July 11 - Arts and Crafts Night 

July 18 - Mini Chefs 

July 25 - Back to School "The Bounce Back" 

August 1 - Indoor Picnic  and Movie  



Ji Lu [a student of Confucius] asked about serving the gods and spirits. 

Confucius replied: "You are not able to serve man well. How can you talk 

about serving gods and spirits?" Ji Lu asked again: "May I ask about death?" 

Confucius replied: "You do not understand even life. How can you understand 

death?" 

 

Though the Chinese sage Confucius said these words about 2,500 years ago, 

his thinking is more popular today than when he was alive. The pundits of 

the western secular culture insist that the material world is all there is, and 

life on earth is all that matters. They advise people to focus on living in this world and forget 

about anything that is beyond death and the grave. They urge us to focus on things that can be 

verified by senses and discourage people to venture into the spiritual realm. It is said if we work 

hard to make the world a more just, peaceful, and compassionate place, that will be enough.  

 

When things are going well in our small world, that advice sounds soothing and wise. When 

things are really bad, that advice, I would argue, is of little help and comfort.  

A couple of years ago I read “Nanjin Requiem,” a historical novel by Ha Jin, a Chinese-American 

author and the National Book Award winner. It is the story of the rape of Nanjin (Nanking) in 

1937. The main character is Minnie Vautrin, an American Missionary from Illinois and Dean of 

Jingling Women’s College. After the fall of Nanjing, China’s capital, the Japanese army 

massacred at least 200,000 Chinese in just six weeks. Countless thousands of women were 

raped and brutalized. Undaunted by great dangers and challenges, Minnie Vautrin worked 

together with a handful of westerners to establish the international safety zone, to provide 

asylum for the Chinese. Despite her best efforts, women and girls under Minnie’s care also 

suffered atrocities.  She remained haunted by the lives she could not save, even though she was 

deeply loved and well respected, and known to them as the “Goddess of Mercy.”  In 1940, 

exhausted and depressed, she took a furlough from her work. A few months later, she 

committed suicide in her small apartment in Indianapolis. 

 

It is an inspiring and yet a very sad story. For various reasons, I just cannot forget Minnie 

Vautrin, the American Goddess of Mercy who was credited with saving ten thousand Chinese 

women and children at the risk of her own life. The rape of Nanjing and the fate of Minnie, have 

forced me to think through the Christian creeds that I confess and teach as a pastor. It is 

absolutely true that Minnie’s courageous and selfless actions during one of the darkest 

moments of human history should inspire us to strive to make a difference in this world. I also 

contend that her life and death should cause us to yearn for heaven. I’ve come to the realization 

that if we really believe in justice, we must believe that justice demands Minnie be resurrected 

someday and be given a perfect body, like the glorious body of her Lord and our Lord whom she 

served so faithfully and courageously (Philippians 3:21). It demands that depression, which took 

such a heavy toll on Minnie’s mind and body, and all other mental and physical ailments, be 

banished from the world someday. If we really believe in working hard to improve the wretched 

conditions of suffering millions, we must also believe that the day shall come when all forms of 

evil and violence and hatred will be eradicated from the earth; death, mourning, crying, and 

pain will be no more (Revelation 21:4). Otherwise, our commitment to a better world is only 

half-hearted. All of this requires faith in God and belief in the resurrection of the body; all of this 

requires hope in heaven and eternal life. As Apostle Paul says, “If for this life only we have 

hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15:19) 

 

C S Lewis says, “If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present 

world were just those who thought most of the next. The Apostles themselves, who set on foot 

the conversion of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the Middle Ages, the English 

Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, all left their mark on Earth, precisely because their 

minds were occupied with Heaven. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other 

world that they have become so ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven and you will get earth 'thrown 

in': aim at earth and you will get neither.”  

Work and hope as if heaven matters.  

Easter - Crucible of Faith 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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25
th

 Anniversary of 

Tiananmen Square 

Crackdown 

 

One of the most significant 

events in the history of  

modern China was the 1989 

student-led, pro-democracy 

movement. The bloody 

crackdown on the movement 

in the Tiananmen Square on 

June 4 resulted in the deaths of 

hundreds, if not thousands, of  

peaceful demonstrators and 

the stalling of China’s political 

reform since then. There will 

be a message and prayers in 

memory of the Tiananmen 

event on June 8, Pentecost 

Sunday. Congregation 

members are also welcome to 

attend the Faith Chinese 

Fellowship lunch and gathering 

from 12:30 to 2:30 PM. Pastor 

Tan will tell the story of June 4 

as he remembers it.  He will 

also invite you to write letters 

to our congressional delegates, 

asking them to urge the 

Chinese government to release 

political prisoners.  
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Legacy Giving 
by Doug Elsen for the Board of Stewardship 

Cornerstone Golf Tourney 

 
Many of your FAITHFUL friends supported our Cornerstone 

Recovery partners via their annual golf tournament last 

month. Worship, learning, and healing is our map for ministry 

at Faith. We are proud of our teens working hard to change 

their lives. 

Included in the picture are: Pastor Kerry, Chris and Jennifer 

Finley, Gene and Karen Ellison, Ken Trunell, Carl Watson, 

Bruce Adams, George Amundson, Jamie Keys, David Stock, 

and Mark Keys. 

We Can Bake a Difference Bake Sale - June 1 

Periodically you may receive a phone call from your alma 

mater asking for monetary support. They remind us that 

they gave us the foundation we needed to be successful in 

life.  Therefore, they feel we have an obligation to return 

the favor with money. Many of us do.  However, we seem 

to forget who gave us all that we are and all that we have—

our wealth and our possessions, our family and friends, our 

health, the earth we live on, the air we breathe, even his 

son Jesus.   

In 2 Cor. 8:9 we read:  “For you know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you through his poverty might 

become rich.”  It is through him that we are able to see God 

in human form, free of sin, and be made rich because we 

received salvation and eternal life.  We are merely stewards 

of a gospel that tells what God has done.  We are called to 

pass on what God has given us.  Leaving a gift to the church 

in your will is one practical way of saying thank you to God. 

Leave a legacy gift in thanksgiving of all the joy and 

blessings you have enjoyed during your life. 

 

Here at Faith, we define “family” as “anyone of any age, with or 

without a partner or kids.” So, our Faith Family Service Projects 

are open to families who feel the Spirit’s nudge towards a 

certain cause or project. Our latest Faith Family Service Project 

is hosted by Marcia Karns. 

 

Did you know that 21 million kids in the US receive free or 

reduced meals at school? During the summer, only 3 million are 

able to take advantage of this. NO KID HUNGRY is a national 

organization that helps close that gap and works to end 

childhood hunger. Marcia is putting on a bake sale on Saturday, 

May 31 (for our Cornerstone families) and on Sunday, June 1 

(for our Faith families). Baked goodies will be for sale in the 

Fellowship Hall. If you are willing and able to bake, please bring 

your baked goods on Saturday, May 31 at 9:00 AM to the Faith 

Center and on Sunday, June 1 at 9:00 AM to the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Thank you for your support in baking, buying, or both for this 

cause. Together WE CAN BAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
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New Message Series  

 “REEL SPIRITUALITY” 

This Summer, Faith is going to the movies! 
 

June 1 - Frozen 

            June 8 - Joy Luck Club 

        June 15 - Parenthood 

   June 22 - Nebraska 

             June 29 - Pay It Forward 

Elementary School Families Pool Party  

Andrew and Jennifer Doe’s Home 

Saturday, July 12 - 3:30 PM 
 

If you have a kid in Elementary School - you should be at 

this party! Please join us for a good time just hanging out 

while the kids swim. There will be grilling for dinner and a 

lifeguard on duty. Don’t miss it! 



You know how sometimes you just can’t shake something 

that you’ve heard? It just haunts you? 

 

That is happening to me now. James Denham, a chaplain 

on staff at Texas Children’s Hospital and a member of the 

Child Abuse Pediatric Advisory Team, presented to our 

Houston area church professionals last week, and I can’t 

shut his voice out. He shared with us that child abuse 

spans all races, cultures, and socio-economics (no surprise). He also shared that 

per capita, Harris County has the largest percentage of reported child abuse 

cases in the country (big surprise!). In 2011, there were 5,500 confirmed cases 

of child abuse or neglect. That makes my heart sick. The final haunting piece of 

information was that many of those confirmed cases were from “Shaken Baby 

Syndrome.” When asked, “Why would  the parent violently shake their 

newborn?” James told us that overwhelmingly the same response would come 

again and again. “It works.” Their new baby would cry for what seemed like an 

eternity and shaking that baby stopped the crying. “It works.” Permanent 

damage would begin. That makes my stomach sick. 

 

Now, the helpful and hopeful part of this presentation was not to identify 

abuse or neglect. The new approach was, “How to be a pro-active church in 

preventing child abuse when we know families are already stressed.” Some 

facts from the presentation: 

 

• Child abuse peaks at four to eight weeks old and three and a half to four 

and a half years old. Reasons being that that is the peak crying time of 

newborns (up to 5 hours a day!) and pre-schoolers are energetic, but not 

yet ready for school. 

• As a culture, stress is at a historic high for multiple stresses and conflicts in 

life. 

• Child Protective Services is seeing parents with fewer coping skills for 

managing stress. 

• Parenting is hard! 

 

As a community of faith, we can work together to be mindful and supportive of 

parents with children that we know fall within these peak stressful times. Can 

we offer to be a part of their support system (take the child to give them a 

break at times, exchange phone numbers, call and check on these parents, 

listen to them without judgment or advice, pray for them by name)? 

 

As a parent living within these stressful times, can you reach out to someone 

for help? If you don’t have a support system in place already, can you call me to 

help you create a support system of parents with similar aged children? 

 

Prevention is about anticipating challenges and heading them off beforehand. 

Together, let us protect our children and families and be a blessing to one 

another. 

Here's What I'm Thinking… 
by Jennifer Finley, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, June 5 at 

10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts are 

provided. Socializing with 

the group is so joyful.  All 

are welcome!!   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-3628. 

Women’s Ministry 
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Easter is the time for the “In-Gathering for 

LWR” which is hosted by Epiphany 

Lutheran in Jersey Village.  Our quilt group 

managed to make another 34 quilts, since 

we last donated about 90 quilts to CCSC 

Emergency Services Center in 

October.   Dorothy Rosenbaum and 

Marcia Karns also made 16 fabric kits. We 

have been specially blessed recently with 

wonderful fabrics from a former neighbor 

of Dorothy’s who was a quilter. Special 

thanks to Marcia for delivering the quilts 

and fabric kits the Monday after Easter. 

The quilting group will not meet during 

the month of June. 

Lutheran World Relief In-Gathering  
by Diana Rettig, LWR Quilters 
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Many children in the Central 

African Republic have no 

school to attend. But 

thousands of students can 

now attend a “Village School” 

started by the Lutheran 

church in that country – and 

supported in part by 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) members.  

Susan Smith, an ELCA 

missionary serving with the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

the Central African Republic as 

an adviser to the Village 

School Program, will come to 

the campus of Faith Lutheran 

Church to share this 

wonderful story with us on Monday, June 23. She is going to spend 

some time with kids of Faith Camp and Faith Day School in the 

afternoon. In the evening she is going to give a talk, “Serve God 

Where You’re Planted,” about her work in CAR, with time for 

questions. Everyone is welcome to church at 6:00 PM to meet Susan. 

We will have pizza and then listen to her inspiring story of how God 

gives a future to those children who attend “Village Schools” in CAR.   

To follow her work and life in CAR, go to her blog at: http://susan-

car.blogspot.com/ 

Meet an ELCA Missionary on June 23  

Faith Family Fridays Pool Party  

June 20 from 6:45 - 8:30 PM 
 

We will be meeting at Willow Park for burgers, fun, and 

swimming. It’s $4 per person to get into the pool. Come out 

for a great time to just hang out, relax, and let the kids swim! 

Lutherhill Sunday, July 27 
 

Wear your Lutherhill hats and t-shirts on 

this day as we bless our kids going off to 

summer camp! Also, 

Lutherhill’s Executive Director, 

Matt Kindsvatter will be with us 

to give a special greeting to 

Faith! 
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Many thanks to all those who helped last month as we began our Spring Season of Learning. This Season’s classes will end the week 

of June 29, unless the class chooses to go longer. 

 

Our Fall Season of Learning Launch Day is scheduled for Sunday, September 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Launch Day Success! 

Confirmation Sunday  

 
Last month we celebrated the Affirmation of Baptism with 

Lauren Eleanor Apollo, Daniel Robert Farner, Helen Margaret 

Hecht, Kristen Nicole Oliveira, Ryan Christopher Sanchez, 

Alyssa Katherine Sanders, and Helen Isabella Schawe. 



Have you ever thought about this question? Have you 

ever been asked this question? Have you ever asked 

someone this question? 

 

It seems like such a simple, harmless question. But what 

does it mean? What are we really trying to get at by 

asking such a question? How do we judge whether 

worship is “good” or not? Are we even entitled to make such a judgment? If 

our worship is truly for God, then shouldn’t God alone be the one who 

passes judgment on whether worship is “good” or not? God sees our hearts 

and knows the motives behind our offerings of worship. 

 

At the heart of this question, “How was worship today?” is the idea of 

evaluation. Worship is always being evaluated. Although it may be informal, 

everyone that leaves church on Sunday has evaluated that service in one 

way or another. The real question becomes what is driving our evaluations? 

Evaluations might be based on any number of things: the number of people 

in attendance, the length of the sermon, the pronunciation of the lector, or 

the number of flubbed notes by the musician. 

 

Is it possible to move beyond these surface-level evaluations into the deeper 

substance of worship? The next time you’re leaving worship and you catch 

yourself evaluating how it went, try using these questions to consider the 

things that are essential to worship: 

 

• Was our worship Trinitarian? Did we name the Trinity and include 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in our worship? 

• Was God’s epic narrative of salvation, from beginning to end, the 

centerpiece of our worship? 

• Were the primary symbols of baptismal font, communion table, and 

pulpit central to our space for worship? 

• Was there enough scripture reading in our worship for a full, rich telling 

of God’s story? 

• Was there time for prayer and reflection in our worship? 

• Did our worship engage all people assembled and invite them to 

participate with all their senses? 

• Were we connected to the death and resurrection of Jesus and pulled 

deeper into our baptismal journey through our worship? 

• Did our worship send us out following Jesus in joyful, loving service of 

the world? 

 

So, how was worship today? Perhaps a better question is, “Who was 

worshiped today?” 

How was Worship Today? 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

 

The mission 

of Faith 

Lutheran 

Church  

is to follow 

Jesus in 

blessing the 

world with 

faith, hope, 

and love. 
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Visit us online 

FaithBellaire.org 



CCSC’s Back to School 
by Janis Frnka, Board of Social Ministries 
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A Note from a Cornerstone Recovery Participant 
 

My name is Tiffany Faulkner. I want to let you know about my recovery and the opportunity I get this June with Cornerstone Recovery. This June we will be 

taking a Wilderness Trip to Eagle Cap Oregon, followed by a Mountain Biking Trip.  Each of us participating has had to raise $3000, and be in a good place in 

our program, to be able to attend. 

 

A little history about myself: I am 19 years old and have six months sober. My addiction started when I was 13 years old with just trying to fit into the crowd 

that I was a part of; until I started to take it to another level to drown out my feelings of being unloved and unwanted. I always wanted to escape from my 

home life. To use drugs was my only way out. In 2012, I finally asked for help to get sober. It wasn't until Cornerstone Recovery that I've been able to put 

together an honest 6 months for which I am truly grateful. 

 

I want to go on the Wilderness Trip and the Mountain Biking Trip after because my heart longs for these experiences. I have never felt more free in my life 

then out in the middle of nowhere with no distractions. I would also like to become a leader in my group. I know with these experiences I can grow so much 

more in that way and bring back with me experiences, hope, gratitude, confidence, and perseverance to share with the new comer, to show them what it is 

like to grow in sobriety and what they can experience and have too. 

 

(On Sunday, June 1 we will pray for and bless our Cornerstone family as they embark on their wilderness journey toward healing.) 

Well, schools will soon be out for Summer, but before we know it, it will once again be time for Back To School! I’m referring to Christian 

Community Service Center’s annual drive to outfit lower-income children in our 32 zip code service area in central and southwest Houston 

with grade-appropriate school supplies and new clothing.  Students from Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade are eligible for this 

program. Since the inception of the Back to School program in 1986, nearly 100,000 students have been served. In 2013, Back To School 

served 6,572 students in need with school supplies and new clothing. The goal for 2014 is 6,500 students. Here’s how we can help. 

 

CCSC’s greatest need for this program is financial backing. A contribution of only $45.00 will provide one student with a comprehensive 

packet of school supplies and new clothing/shoes specified by each school’s uniform requirements. Donations of any dollar amount can be 

made in one of three ways: 

     1) online at the secure CCSC website www.ccschouston.org, and designated to Back To School; 

     2) by mailing a check (payable to CCSC with “Back To School” in the memo line) to CCSC,  P. O. Box 27924,    

          Houston, Texas  77227; 

     3) by offering at Faith Lutheran Church with “Back To School” noted on the memo line of your check or on the  

          offering envelopes for cash donations.  

 

Here at Faith, we have the singular honor of hosting Back To School. In addition to monetary donations to sponsor students, we have four 

opportunities to serve at this year’s event: 

 

July 24, Thursday - from 4:00 - 8:00 PM; supplies will be delivered to Faith – about 20 volunteers needed 

July 25, Friday - from 4:00 - 8:00 PM; literature will be assembled – about 20 volunteers needed 

July 28, Saturday – (two shifts) from 7:30 AM - 12:30 PM and 12:30 - 5:00 PM; sort and set up – as many workers as needed on an open 

schedule 

August 2, Saturday - (two shifts) 7:30 - 11:30 AM, OR 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM – distribution of supplies. In addition to those volunteers helping 

to process 6,500 recipients, and, in keeping with our core value of “radical hospitality,” we will offer a friendly welcome, information, water, 

shade, and refreshments to the students and those accompanying them.  

 

Sign-up sheets for these opportunities will be available in the Fellowship Hall. CCSC is also asking for donations of gently worn, school-

appropriate, closed-toe shoes and clothing, especially sweaters, coats, jeans, and khaki pants. Donations should be marked “Back To 

School” and can be dropped off at CCSC  Emergency Services (3434 Branard, Houston, Texas 77027), or the Sunshine Resale Shop (5407 

Bellaire Blvd  Bellaire, Texas 77401). For more information, contact Janis Frnka - jjfdds@yahoo.com. 



13 

Upcoming Events 
 

June 

6/06 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/07 - Faith Camp Staff Training 

6/09-6/27 - Faith Camp 

6/13 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/15 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

6/20 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/20 - Faith Family Pool Party 

6/27 - HS Pool Party 

6/27 - Parent’s Night Out 

 

July 

7/11 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/12-7/19 - HS Mission Trip 

7/18 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/25 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/27-8/01 - Summer Camp to Lutherhill 

 

“Faith Family” = anyone with or without a partner or 

kids 

 

“HS” = High Schoolers and Families 

“MS” = Middle Schoolers and Families 

“ES” = Elementary Schoolers and Families 

“Young Families” = parents with infants, babies, or 

toddlers 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  

 $15 for one child. $10 for each subsequent child.  

$35 family household cap. Snacks are provided.  RSVP 

is required to ensure space. Call the church office  

713-664-3048 or email PNO@FaithBellaire.org. 

Final Countdown for Faith Camp! 
 

So what IS Faith Camp? 

• Faith Camp is a 3-week Day Camp that is led by teenagers and 

mentored by adults. 

• For all kids who complete Kindergarten - 5th Grade in May 2014 

• Faith Camp is an action-packed week of music, games, arts, crafts, 

snacks, and fun - all relating to the Bible story of the day. 

• Friends are welcome and those who have never been to Faith Camp 

before will give you a $5 credit. 

• $130 per child / per week 

• The camp day is from 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

• Before Care is available from 7:30 AM for $35 per week / After Care 

is available until 5:30 PM for $35 per week ($60 per day for both)  

 

So when is Faith Camp? 

• June 9 -13 "The Call of the Wild!" (Moses faces his fears as God gives 

him faith) 

• June 16-20 "King of the Wild!" (Stretch your comfort zone through 

the jungle of Jesus' last week on Earth)  

• June 23-27 "Born to be Wild!" (Come walk on the wild side as we 

walk through stories in the book of Acts) 

 

Register Today at 

FaithBellaire.org. Still have 

questions? Please contact the 

2014 Camp Manager, Paul Hodde, 

at paulhodde12@gmail.com or 

Jennifer Finley in the church office 

at 713-664-3048. 



Grace Bags and 

Homeless Lunches 
Stock Up Now - They 

Won’t Be Back Until 

September 

 

Have you experienced what 

it’s like to give dignity and 

respect to a panhandler 

instead of cash yet? Don’t 

miss this blessing. The 

Middle Schoolers will be 

making Grace Bags in May 

and June, but not in July or 

August - so be sure and 

stock up!  

 

Please remember to give 

your name and ask for 

theirs. Prayer is a great 

equalizer of power. You are 

not the only one with 

something to offer, but 

what you have to offer with 

a Grace Bag is helpful. A $5 

donation to cover the cost 

of the Grace Bag and lunch 

for one person on the 

streets is requested. 
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Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 
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Financial Workshops by Thrivent 
 

Financial education workshops from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans help you learn how 

to use your values in the way you manage your time, talents and treasures.  Living a full 

life goes beyond financial security. It means living out our values—achieving greater 

meaning and fulfillment in our lives. 

 

You’ll find our informational financial workshops to be friendly, interactive and informal.  

They are led locally by your Thrivent Financial representative Joshua Levy and are offered 

at no cost or obligation to you.  Our workshops inspire us to be smart with money and live 

generously-managing the resources God has entrusted to our care to reach our goals.  We 

cover financial topics such as money management, retirement planning, college planning 

and our very popular social security workshop. 

 

From preparing for life’s changes to preparing for a secure financial future, our workshops 

are a solid step in the right direction.  We invite you to join us during the coffee hour on 

July 6, 13, 20, 27 from 10:15 - 11:00 AM. 

 

Workshop dates and topics: 

                                                         July 6   – Retire Wisely 

                                                         July 13 – Social Security: Strategize to Maximize 

                                                         July 20 – Money Matters 

                                                         July 26 – College Planning  
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—June 2014  

9:00 

 

June 1 June 8 June 15 June 22 June 29 

Acolytes  Lauren Apollo 

Tommie Huwyler 

Lillian Williams 

Helen Hecht 

Kristen Olivera 

Daniel Farner 

Ryan Sanchez 

Daniel Farner 

Joshua Boihem 

Lauren Apollo 

Communion 

Assistants  

Cory Nelson 

Barbara McDowell 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copland 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Awny and Elaine Gabriel 

Asst Minister  Myra Condit Eric Lerch Eric Lerch Bob Medlen Bob Medlen 

Ushers  Ken and Liz Trunnell Cory and LaRae  

Nelson 

Jon and Nancy Holmes Eric Lerch 

Karen Ellison 

Paulson Family 

Common Grounds Youth and Family Youth and Family Youth and Family Youth and Family Youth and Family 

Altar Guild  Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Joann Meyer 

Crystal Pfleuger 

Joann Meyer 

Crystal Pfleuger 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Layton 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Layton 

11:15 June 1 June 8 June 15 June 22 June 29 

Acolyte Annika Becker 

 

Lillian Williams 

 

Roxy Funchess 

 

Annika Becker 

 

Myra Condit 

 

Crucifer Barbara McDowell Helen Schawe Lillian Williams Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell 

Lector Peggy Porter Linda Lamb Susan Ashley Troy Becker Sara Karow 

Communion 

Assistants  

Mary Hackerman 

Sara Karow 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Karen Elsen 

Bob Medlen 

Karen Elsen 

Bob Medlen 

Asst Minister Don Hodde Joann Welton Joann Welton Carol Strawn Carol Strawn 

Ushers  Art Grove 

Ralph Maple 

Mark Anderson 

Art Grove 

Ralph Maple 

Mark Anderson 

Art Grove 

Ralph Maple 

Mark Anderson 

Art Grove 

Ralph Maple 

Mark Anderson 

Art Grove 

Ralph Maple 

Mark Anderson 

Altar Guild  Patti Hickerson 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Joann Meyer 

Crystal Pfleuger 

Joann Meyer 

Crystal Pfleuger 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Layton 

Linda Lamb 

Susan Layton 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email Mary at malaniz@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 
 

 



June Calendar Events 

 

1 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 11:15 AM ESL class (300, 

309) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

2 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym)  

 

3 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out Dads and Donuts / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel /9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite 

(400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage” Teen Support Group (FC) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM 

Stewardship Board Meeting (108) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

4 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM  Financial Peace University (101) / 8:00 PM A 

(300)  

 

5 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (201) / 9:30 AM ESL class (201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:45 PM Executive 

Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

6 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym , 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

7 Saturday — 8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (FH) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

8 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship 

(FC) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

9 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL class (101,108) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers Parents (401) 

 

10 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM Women’s Connection (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (101,108) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 

PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:30 PM NA - Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM 

First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

11 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL class (101,108) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Financial Peace University (101) / 8:00 

PM AA (300)  

 

12 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM ESL class (101, 108) /2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

13 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym , 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

14 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Sunday — ALL DAY Father’s Day /All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due /  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning 

Groups /10:15 AM HS Feeds Homeless / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

16 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (101,107) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 

 

17 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (101,107) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 

309) / 6:00 PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:30 PM NA - Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

18 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL class (101,107) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /7:00 PM Financial Peace University (101) / 8:00 

PM AA (300)  

 

19 Thursday —  9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM ESL class (101,107) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

20 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym , 401) / 6:45 PM Faith Family Fridays Pool Party (Willow Park) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

21 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

22 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese 

Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

23 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  

 

24 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 

PM NA - Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

25 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Financial Peace University (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

26 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM ESL class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

27 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym , 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

28 Saturday — 8:45 AM Food Pantry - Gethsemane / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

29 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese 

Fellowship (FC) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

30 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 
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