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Lent
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 1.
Ash Wednesday worship services are at 11:45 AM (lunch
following) and 7:00 PM (dinner at 6:00 PM).
Midweek Lenten worship services are at 11:45 AM (lunch
following) and 6:45 PM (dinner at 6:00 PM) on
Wednesdays, March 8 through April 5.

Scattered Thoughts
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by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
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2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
All over the world congregations are finding ways to use this year
to remember the gifts of that turbulent period in the history of
the church. During the season of Lent, historically a time for
teaching, we will focus on the wisdom of Martin Luther’s Small
Catechism.
The Small Catechism includes brief explanations of the Ten Commandments,
the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Holy Communion. Luther
intended this as a tool to help parents teach the basics of the faith to their
children. But more than that, he intended that it be used as a life long
devotional tool that keeps the basics of our faith always on our minds. Many
generations of Lutherans have used the Small Catechism as a tool in preparation
for their confirmation, or Affirmation of Baptism.
With this in mind, we are giving a copy of “Free Indeed: Devotions for Lent” to
every family at Faith Lutheran Church in Bellaire. Our hope is that, in addition
to worship on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights, every family might find
a way to use this booklet for daily devotions through the Lenten season.
 Put a copy on your table and read the daily devotion aloud at
breakfast or dinner.
 Use this as a guide for night-time prayers for older children.
 Read it together before sleep at night.
I will be teaching the Small Catechism on Sunday mornings and on Wednesdays
at 11:45 AM and at 6:45 PM. NOTE THE EARLIER TIME FOR EVENING WORSHIP
ON THE WEEKS AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY. Lunch will be served in the Faith Center
following morning worship and a light supper will precede worship on
Wednesday evenings. Lent is a beautiful time of year to focus on our faith. We
hope that this year’s attention to the Small Catechism will prove a blessing in
your life.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday worship on March 1 with services at 11:45 AM
and 7:00 PM.
 March 5, The Ten Commandments, Don’t’s and Do’s
 March 12, The Apostles’ Creed, THIS Is Most Certainly True
 March 19, The Lord’s Prayer, Is The Lord Among Us?
 March 26, Baptism, Water and the Word
 April 2, Holy Communion, Where Is Your Heart?

Youth and Family
Yvonne Moody
Courtney Fast
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Prayer
3 Corner - I Have Some Questions

No one else could do what he would do
—fulfill the Law in every respect and then destroy
the temple of his body by submitting to a cruel
crucifixion for the sins of the world.

by Peggy Porter

Read Luke 2:41-52 and Psalm 51

While Jesus would always fulfill his mission without
wavering, we are not always faithful to our calling as
his people. The Father’s business is trumped by our own
business and busy-ness. Like David in Psalm 51, we need
We often pepper God with questions. Ironically, there are
to be washed, purged, and delivered. Jesus does that for us
times when God answers with questions in return. Lent is a
and to us. During Lent, listen to his probing, faithseason of self-analysis, when God’s questions can help us see strengthening questions and know that he is always
our sins and God’s mercy. Even as a young boy, Jesus had a
the answer.
quizzical mind. When his worried parents located him, Jesus
asked them–and us–if they didn’t know that he must be in his Pray: O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed
Father’s house, indicating the absolute necessity for him,
and kept the fast; inspire repentance for our sin, and
even then, to be about the business given by his Father.
free us from our past. Amen.
“Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” (Luke 2:49)

President’s Page
by Beth Bruce, Faith Lutheran Church Council President
I want to thank all of our members who attended this year’s annual congregational meeting on Sunday, February 12.
The primary purpose of this meeting at the beginning of the year is to receive the report on the Mission and Ministry
work of our church. We approved the written report, which was compiled by Faith’s wonderful staff and Ministry Teams
and includes many inspirational messages and stories, in addition to a summary of the year’s work. We also watched a
presentation of the year in pictures that was put together by Clayton Faulkner. It was amazing to see the many activities
carried out by our membership or on our campus last year. The review truly embodies our mission to follow Jesus in
blessing the world with faith, hope, and love. I think Pastor Tan put it best in his report. “God works in mysterious ways, ….and has a
plan of blessing each one of us beyond our hopes and dreams, but we have to be willing to be used by God as instruments of God’s
plan to bless all humanity.” His report shares a wonderful story of Christian connections, which proved to be blessing for all involved.
In addition to reviewing last year’s ministries I provided an update on the Governance Ministry Model progress. Our Ministry Teams
are off to a good start for the year. The Church Council (formerly Executive Board) is working on formalizing the documents and
procedures necessary to continue our journey of experimentation with a new way to carry out the ministries of Faith Lutheran Church.
Our goal is to complete that work and bring a revised set of bylaws, which supports and documents the new model for the future, to
the congregation in August for approval. We will make sure there is plenty of time for review and congregational discernment.
We also introduced the idea of exploring a Capital Campaign to kick off late this year, and become the basis for the celebration of our
75th anniversary in January 2021. The last capital campaign at Faith was in 2010, and there are a number of ways in which new
funding can be deployed to protect the longevity of our church. We have suggested that significant debt reduction, funding to repair/
replace the stained glass wall on the south side of our sanctuary, and a tithe to share with our partners in service at CCSC (who have a
capital campaign going on to build a new headquarters) would all be worthy opportunities for our congregation to support and sustain
ministry in our corner of Bellaire/Houston for years to come. It was wonderful to be able to engage our membership in some
brainstorming and prioritization of these ideas, while we were gathered together at the meeting, and we look forward to progressing
this exploration. Full congregational support will be important to the success of this endeavor and it appeared that there is much
support from our members to proceed.
May God continue to bless the current and future ministries and efforts of our church to be a blessing in our corner and beyond!
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National Lutheran Schools Week!
“Loved Beyond Measure”
March 5 - 11
On Sunday, March 5, join us as we celebrate our
wonderful school ministries. Stop by the book fair in the
Fellowship Hall starting Monday, February 27 until
Sunday, March 5. This is one of their largest fundraisers,
come and support our schools!

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 1 Cor. 13:4-7

Why is the Christian Community Service Center’s (CCSC) Azalea Dinner worth my time and money?
Most of us are bombarded throughout the year with requests members of Faith Lutheran attended the dinner, filling two
for our time and money. What makes the CCSC's Azalea Dinner tables. It was a FUN night of fellowship, silent auctioning, and
especially worthy of it?
mostly supporting the CCSC.
Put simply, they live up to their mission to “serve the poor,
If you can’t go, here are other ways you can provide support:
hungry, disabled, and otherwise needy while respecting their pay for one of Faith’s staff members to attend (and their
religious, ethnic or cultural differences.” They DO this every
partner if you can), give directly to CCSC to help underwrite
day. Frankly, you don’t hear about this organization all over
the event, or make a donation.
town because they don’t spend their budget on a savvy
marketing firm. Rather, on a shoestring budget and largely
Questions? Go to www.ccschouston.org to learn more about
fulfilling their mission with volunteers they HELP those in
CCSC or contact Jennifer Cross, Faith’s
Houston through: Emergency Services, JobNet, Martha’s Way, liaison to CCSC,
4 at jmorencross@yahoo.com.
Back to School, Vision Care, and Jingle Bell Express.
The Azalea Dinner is CCSC’s principle fundraiser. Last year, 20+
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Lent
5 Begins with Ash Wednesday on March 1
Ash Wednesday begins our Lenten journey that will
ultimately take us to Jesus’ death and resurrection. Our Ash
Wednesday liturgy, including the imposition of ashes, will
be held at 11:45 AM and 7:00 PM. Ashes are a rich symbol
rooted in ancient customs and practices of biblical people.
The Bible speaks of using ashes as a sign of penitence.
Ashes also suggest judgement and humiliation, as well as
cleansing and purification.

New Message Series:
The Small Catechism

Free App:
Luther's Small Catechism

As we learn more about the Small Catechism this
Lent, we want you to know about a free resource
available to anyone who wants easy access to Martin
Luther’s guide to the basics of Christian faith.

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation. This Lent we will dig
deeply into our Lutheran heritage and remember
again the beautiful way that Martin Luther taught
the basics of the Christian faith in the words of the
Small Catechism. For some of you, this will be
brand new. For others, good review. For all of us,
the Small Catechism remains a wonderful way of
expressing our faith.

March 5

Don’t’s and Do’s

March 12

THIS is Most Certainly True

March 19

Is the Lord Among Us or Not?

March 26

Water and the Word

April 2

Where is Your Heart?

Luther’s Small Catechism and Spanish El Catecismo
Menor de Lutero are both included in a free mobile
app, available from the Apple iOS App Store and on
Google Play. Content from the Study Edition is also
available as an in-app purchase. Search for
“Catechism” in the Apple or Google app stores.
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It’s Not What We Do
6

Freed and Renewed
in Christ
“Freed and Renewed in
Christ” will be the theme
used by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in
America's churchwide
organization in its
observance of the 500th
anniversary of the
evangelical Lutheran
Reformation that began
with the Ninety-Five
Theses that Martin Luther
first made public on
October 31, 1517. “500
Years of God’s Grace in
Action” is a tagline that
has been incorporated
with the theme into a
single graphic
representation.
The theme and tagline
reflect the message of
Christian faith’s freedom
and a renewed life of
service to others in Jesus
Christ that Martin Luther
expressed in The Freedom
of a Christian (1520). In
that treatise Luther
famously wrote that, “A
Christian is lord of all,
completely free of
everything; a Christian is a
servant, completely
attentive to the needs of
all” (Martin Luther, The
Freedom of a Christian).

by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

At the end of the sixth chapter of the gospel according to John, many
disciples who had been following Jesus left him. Looking at the 12, Jesus
asked, “Will you also go away?” Simon Peter answered, “Lord, to whom can
we go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:66-68). It was a kind of
crisis at the beginning of the Jesus movement. Jesus had been teaching about
the gracious gift of life that comes from the Father through Christ. People
were amazed by the multiplication of the loaves and fish and all of the talk
about the bread of life. They wanted to know what they had to do to be doing the works of
God. Jesus’ answer, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent
(John 6:29),” didn’t sit well with the crowd. I suspect that the most fervent among them
wanted marching orders and the more careful wanted a checklist to make sure they were
on track.
Questions in Scripture are fascinating: they are often more revealing than the answers.
“What do we do?” “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” (Matthew
19 :16). The people in John and the young man in Matthew wanted to know not only what
they could do to save themselves, but to be assured that it was indeed in their power to
save themselves. We don’t ask different questions today. When it comes to the great
metaphysical questions we ask, “How do I know? How am I sure?” It’s a hard thing to
believe that it’s God’s good and gracious will that all be saved from death, and since we
can’t save ourselves, God has done it through Jesus’ death and resurrection. It’s not what
we do or even about that which we are certain, but what God has done, and God’s faithful
and sure promise.
In a recent survey of ELCA Lutherans, Kenneth Inskeep, director for research and
evaluation, asked the question: “What must you do to be saved?” Fifty percent answered:
“Do good works.” Fifty percent of Lutherans. At least half of us admit that, deep down, we
believe it’s still up to us. Let’s not beat ourselves up—this isn’t a Lutheran phenomenon,
this is not an American phenomenon, this is not a 21st-century phenomenon—it’s a human
phenomenon. We either disbelieve for joy or don’t want to give up control. This is precisely
why we need well-trained confessional, scriptural, theological, liturgical, compassionate
pastors and deacons: to keep us pointed to Jesus, to the law, to the cross, to the
resurrection and away from the world’s siren song of self-help, self-determination and selfrighteousness. And this is precisely why we need confessional, scriptural, theological,
liturgical, compassionate laypeople: so we “… fear and love God, so that we do not despise
preaching or God’s word, but instead keep that word holy and gladly hear and learn
it” (Martin Luther’s Small Catechism).
Two major initiatives requested by the ELCA Church Council and informed by your input
have come to the same conclusion. The Theological Education Advisory Council and the
Called Forward Together in Christ process both lifted up the importance of well-formed lay,
consecrated, and ordained leadership. We must keep the saving gospel of judgment and
promise as our foundation and future. This is the work of the entire church. It’s not up to
the seminaries to identify and recruit pastors and deacons, nor is it the exclusive province
of the ordained and consecrated to be grounded in the word. Start looking at fourth- and
fifth-graders in your congregation. Support church camps, Lutheran campus ministries, and
Lutheran colleges, universities and seminaries. Encourage Young Adults in Global Mission.
We’ve received a $3 million gift to the ELCA Fund for Leaders, which will provide full tuition
scholarships for up to 60 additional students over the next three years. This is just one part
of a multifaceted leadership initiative that we are launching now. When people ask how
the ELCA can be relevant, I answer: only if we are sure that our hope is in the living Christ
and only if we share that with the joy of the gospel.
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Easter Lilies
7

In celebration of Easter, lilies will be displayed around the chancel. Lilies
may be ordered at a cost of $9; checks should be made out to Faith
Lutheran Church with Easter Lilies on the memo line. Please place checks in
the offering plate or the church office.
Sign up at the display table in the Fellowship Hall starting Sunday, March
12.
Deadline to order: April 2
Lilies may be picked up after Easter Sunday services. Those not picked up will be donated. Any
questions? Contact the church office at info@faithbellaire.org.

2017 Souper Bowl of Caring Recap
by Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry Team Leader

The Social Ministry Team wants to THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK
YOU!!! What a tremendous response of Faith Lutheran members to
fighting hunger through SOUPER BOWL OF CARING which supports
CCSC's Emergency Services Southwest Pantry.
Here is a breakdown of your gifts:
Church Service
Heritage
The Gathering
Chinese
Other
Totals

Food Donations
510 Items
590 Items
89 items

Monetary Donations
$ 411
$ 917
$ 65
$ 18
$ 1,411

1,189 items

In addition Jason Houlihan was responsible for organizing the area youth to participate in a Fight
Hunger Dodge Ball game held in the Faith Gym where they donated over 900 pounds of food.
Thanks so much for everyone's support!
SERVING CHRIST BY SERVING OTHERS.
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Women’s Connection

8
Rebecca
Ruth Circle

Women's Connection will meet on March 14
inside the lobby by the church office at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome! You should join us!

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on
Thursday, March 2 at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.

For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

We would love for you to join us for Bible
study. Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch;
desserts and drinks are provided. Socializing
with the group is so joyful.
All are welcome!!

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

February is always so busy here at Faith Schools. In addition to Valentine’s Day Parties, the
100th Day of School, two classroom presentations, the start of our Spring Scholastic Book
Fair, a Mardi Gras parade, and our Spring Box Tops Challenge, we had our first shelter in
place experience in over 15 plus years. During a severe weather experience, we had to
move to our interior spaces and stay there for more than 30 minutes. Can you imagine
“hunkering down” with young children for that long? This was not a drill, and everyone did a
super job. The children, even the 1 year olds, were exceptionally well-behaved and calm –
likely due to their teachers. The teachers entertained the children with books and songs and kept everyone
calm as the storm passed outside. We practice for severe weather twice per year, and learned quite a bit
during this actual severe weather experience. We are using what we learned to revise our procedures,
update our signage, and update our emergency backpacks.
Hopefully, March will not be quite as eventful as February proved to be. We will start off the month with
Go Texan Day! Go Texan Day is a fun and uniquely Texan experience as the city prepares for the rodeo. All
children in our schools are invited to dress in western wear, boots, and hats. Because we have such a
diverse population here at our schools, this may be a first for many of our families. “What is rodeo?” and
“Where do you buy western outfits?” are some of the questions that we will answer as we help parents
prepare for this day. We also take the older children on a walking field trip to the feeder road at 610 and
Cedar to watch the trail riders pass. In recent years, the trail rides have become shorter and shorter, but
the children still get a kick out of seeing them up close (and wearing their boots!). Parents also love this
day and stay around for most of the day to volunteer and to watch how excited their children become.
This month, we’ll see you in the sanctuary as the children sing for the mid-week Lenten services. They look
like little angels, even if they don’t always sound like it. We’ll also host our Fiesta Night Fundraiser on
Tuesday, March 14, and hope to see you there. Just grab a flyer and give it to your server between 4:00
and 10:00 PM. We’ll receive 20% of the proceeds. We hope to see you there!
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Missing Something

9

by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

I 9attended a funeral last week. It was not someone I knew, and it was
held at a church I had not attended before. So, for better or worse, I
entered the space with my worship detective hat on. I always like to
see what other churches are up to and how they arrange their
spaces for worship.

Go TEXAN Sunday!

This was a modern church. Sometimes they get called “big box”
churches (after the mega retail stores that look exactly the same everywhere). The
building was a recent construction. All of the furnishings were new and up to date.
On their website they say that you can expect:


a casual atmosphere



friendly people who’ll help you find your way around



today’s music and high-impact media



messages relevant to your daily life



clean, bright facility and kid’s classes

Sunday, March 26

I guess those things are innocent enough. I can’t say that casual atmosphere and
friendly people ever hurt anyone. I know all about these motives for ministry. The
hurdle is set low for people who don’t understand church or don’t have a helpful
experience of church. It is an easy facility to walk into and feel comfortable. It is
disarming.

But that wasn’t exactly the experience I had at this funeral. Upon walking in the
front door of the entryway I noticed the nice tile, updated signage telling me where
things were, and heard familiar worship songs from everyone’s favorite Australian
church gently cascading through the air. My spidey-church-sense was activated.

Sunday, March 26 promises
to be an event you don’t
want to miss. Wear your
boots, cowboy hats, and
jeans as we celebrate our
Texas heritage and the
Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo.
We will experience
“cowboy church” that will
include southern gospel
music and a relaxed liturgy.
There will also be BBQ for
lunch with all the trimmings
at noon.

I peeked through the door into the main worship space. And immediately I knew
something was off. Something internally was not sitting right with me. I saw rows of
chairs, a platform, drums and a keyboard, and very expensive lighting gear (motion
lights and LED panels). The lighting was dimmed. There were 2 large screens at the
front of the room (nothing being displayed on them). I turned back into the lobby
area and tried to make sense of the uneasy feeling I had. What was missing?
After a few moments it hit me. The table. And then I identified the feeling. I had felt
it before. It is this subconscious tug I feel every time I enter a space for worship and
there is no table for God’s meal. Not only was the table missing, but also a cross,
and a visible, accessible font. I realize there are different types of churches for
different types of people. But my heart was heavy. And not because of the funeral.
It was what was missing from the funeral.
How can we be comforted by God’s love
without tasting the food that unites all
people across time and space – the
foretaste of the feast to come? In
the desire to have an authentic experience
in worship we can easily lose the most
powerful signs and symbols we have of
God’s presence.
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A special guest musician
will be joining us on the
steel guitar this year: Herb
Remington! Herb is a
legendary musician who
played with Bob Wills in the
1940s!

“Giddy up partner!
The Lord be with ya’ll!”
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The Seeds and the Harvest
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
10

“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it
grow.” 1 Corinthians 3:6
“Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”
Matthew 13:9
Christianity is a missionary religion. The Christian church’s growth has
to be driven by its evangelistic fervor . What we have been doing here
at the corner of Avenue B and Bellaire Boulevard is part of the continuously unfolding
story of Christianity. We are called to participate in the great and exciting gospel relay.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone Welcome

Rev. Marlin Wogstad served as a Lutheran missionary in Taiwan for over 20 years. He
taught New Testament in both Mandarin and Taiwanese in the seminary and helped
establish new churches in Taiwan. After returning to the U.S. in 1977, Marlin was a
chaplain and parish pastor in Houston until his retirement in 1995. He was a mentor to
a young Chinese Lutheran pastor of our synod for several years. In the last three years
of his life, Marlin, along with his wife Susan, became an active member of Faith
Lutheran and took an interest in the Faith Chinese Fellowship. He passed away on
September 1, 2016. I was honored to read the gospel lesson in Mandarin to pay my
respect to him at his funeral. One day, Susan asked me to go to her house to look at
Marlin’s library collection. “You can take any book you want,” she said to me. Among
the several boxes of books I took to my office was a Bible in Taiwanese (I thought it was
a Chinese Bible but it was not). I could not read the Taiwanese Bible. What am I going
to do with it? Who can read it? Ms. Hsu came to my mind. She flew from Taiwan to
Houston to visit her daughter Kathy last summer. Since Ms. Hsu is a baptized Christian,
Kathy took her mother to worship regularly at Faith Chinese Fellowship. Ms. Hsu also
joined Faith’s ESL (English as Second Language) class in September, 2016. Kathy, being
fluent in English and Mandarin, became the interpreter for her mother and the rest of
the class. Before Ms. Hsu went back to Taiwan in the fall, I told Kathy about Pastor
Marlin’s Taiwanese Bible. “Do you think your mother is willing to take the Taiwanese
Bible with her?” “Sure,” Kathy said. Several weeks later, Kathy texted me, thanking me
for the Taiwanese Bible, “My dad enjoys reading the Taiwanese Bible very much.”
Kathy chose to stay and help her mother’s classmates. She is now an official ESL teacher
of that class. She told me later that she wanted to major in English Teaching in college
but changed her mind at the last minute.
When Pastor Marlin left Taiwan 40 years ago, it probably never occurred to him that he
would spend his last several years with a Lutheran congregation in Houston that started
a Chinese ministry. He probably would not have dreamt that his Taiwanese Bible would
be taken back to Taiwan by a Taiwanese Christian. Ms. Hsu, when she came to Houston
last summer, probably did not know that she would take an American missionary’s Bible
to her husband. Kathy, when she first accompanied her mother to ESL class, probably
did not think she would end up being an ESL teacher, doing the very thing she wanted
to do before going to college.
God works in mysterious ways. God has a plan to bless each one of us beyond our own
dreams and hopes. But we have to be willing to be used by God as instruments of God’s
plan to bless all humanity. We are in the gospel relay. We are to share the good news of
God’s love in Christ Jesus with those who haven’t heard of it. By doing so, the seeds
that were sown in us will produce a great harvest.
P.S. This story is part10
of my annual report. It gives us a glimpse into what God is doing at
Faith.
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Farewell
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation
11

The river is one of the oldest metaphors for our existence.
Heraclitus told us that you could never step into the same river
twice. Confucius, writing around the same time and thousands of
miles away, wrote that “time flows away like water in the river.”
This passing of time is an inevitable truth. Yet it can produce such
an anxiety in us. To thrive in life requires tremendous discernment
about what you can control and what you can’t control.
In regards to the things we can control, Jesus teaches us in his Sermon on the
Mount to practice nonviolence, to do the right things for the right reasons, to live
generous and faithful lives with integrity and joy. Jesus then talks about worry,
teaching us how to entrust ourselves to the God of love who knows what we need
before we ever ask for it. This is calm, grounded, centered, nonreactive living in
which we trust that no matter how chaotic or uncertain things are, we will be
okay. He’s teaching us to have a quiet mind, to silence the voices that can run wild
in your head nagging you with tension and stress.

2017 Faith Camp

Why is this crucial to our thriving? Because lots of people spend “aka” waste an
extraordinary amount of time and energy on things that they can’t control. Worry
is lethal to thriving because it’s a failure to be fully present. Jesus teaches us to be
fully present in this moment, not missing a thing right here, right now.
The Sermon on the Mount is a concrete, practical, and brilliant piece of wisdom for
how to live in the world with the most joy. Trusting God is central to the kind of
life Jesus wants for us. Chapter 6 ends with him saying, “So do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough
for today.”
Qoheleth, the teacher in Ecclesiastes, has it right, “Enjoy life with the wife whom
you love, all the days of your vain life that are given you under the sun, because
that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun.” Time is
a finite resource, but finitude is what makes life sweet. Martin Luther wrote this
about Ecclesiastes,
“What is being condemned in this book, therefore, is not
the creatures [i.e. the things God has created] but the
depraved affection and desire of us men, who are not
content with the creatures of God that we have and with
their use but are always anxious and concerned to
accumulate riches, honors, glory, and fame, as though
we were going to live here forever; and meanwhile we
become bored with the things that are present and
continually yearn for other things, and then still others.”
Again, I consistently need a reminder that nothing is forever. Without finitude the
pain of PTA meetings would last forever, and the joy of Christmas would become
monotony. I may never step into the same river with any of you again, but I have
gratitude for the time I was given. What I will remember as I leave Faith Lutheran
Church is that it is hard because of you. It is difficult because what we got to do
together is meaningful. You taught me things you don’t even know that you taught
me. You are part of the reason that I am a different person today than when I
arrived over two years ago, anxious and exhilarated. Thank you11
all for the
memories.

July 10-14, 2017
July 17-21, 2017
July 24-28, 2017
Cost: $130

Camper Registration is now
open at faithbellaire.org.
Early Bird discount
ends April 1
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Parent’s Night Out
Fridays, March 3 and 24
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

Faith
Family Movie Night
12
Friday, March 31 @ 6:30 PM
Faith Center
Join us for popcorn, lemonade and a fun
popular family movie. We are going to
watch the movie inside so no need to bring
bug spray, but bring your lawn chairs and
blankets to spread out in the gym. Invite
your friends and
family! All are
welcome!

Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years
old. The cost is $15 per child, with a $45 household
max. You may pay in cash at the door. Email
pno@faithbellaire.org to reserve a spot for your
kiddos.
Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and
neighbors for a safe and inexpensive place for your
child to go when you need a parent’s night out!

An Update from CONGREGATIÓN LUTHERAN “VIDA NUEVA”
Pamplona Alta, 15 de Febrero de 2017
Dear brothers and sisters from the Faith congregation,
We are very glad to communicate with you about the activities we are doing in our congregation, and through
these, help the community. Our work has two important areas: children and women.

Children and teenagers
Every Sunday we have our Christian education class with a group of 12 children. They are learning Bible lessons
through songs, stories, games and painting. After class we have a little time to share some breakfast. The
months of January, February, and March are summer and children are on holiday. Therefore, during eight
weeks, about 100 children took part in the “Summer School Program” which we organized with the San
Fransicsco de Asis parish and the Espaanglisch NGO. There, they learned English, art, and collaboration games.
This February 23, as a closing activity and at the children request, we are going to do a field trip in the park zone
of Huayna Cápac. It is a very nice place with a lot of games and pools. We want to thank you for the financial
contribution you made to make this trip possible. Our next project will consist of robotics classes for our
children. We are still in the planning stage. We will keep you informed.
Women
Work with women is done through a craft course.
There they learn to create different crafts that they
can then sell to improve their family economy. There
are 17 women on average. Many of them are single
mothers or mothers in situations of extreme poverty.
It is a time to learn crafts, but also to talk, laugh and
dream together. The teacher has taken a vacation
but in two weeks she returns to school.

12
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13
13

2017 Chinese New Year Celebration
(over 400 in attendance!)

The mission
of Faith
You Shop!
Lutheran
Amazon Gives!
Church
Faith American
Lutheran
Church is now a charitable
organization
on
the Amazon
is
to
follow
Smile program.
Jesus in
This program will give back to
Faithblessing
0.5% of all eligible
the
purchases you make on
Amazon.
world with
The key to this working:
faith,
you must
alwayshope,
start on
AmazonSmile’s webpage to
andpurchases.
love.
make your
Here's a link to the page so
you don't have to search for
Faith.
https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1383286
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Upcoming Lutherhill Ministry Camps
14

Camps for Families
Spring Family Retreat
April 21-23, 2017
Cost: $80 (13 years & older)/$55 (12 & under)

Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the calendar,
all doors to our facilities are
locked during office hours.

Camps for Elementary
Alpha’s (3 Day Camp)
June 11-14, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 1st grade)

We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative wing.
The office staff will buzz you in if
the office doors are locked.
Please park in the parking lot
behind the church designated for
Faith.

Youngn’s
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 2nd or 3rd grade)
Yearlings
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 4th to 6th grade)

You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s a
matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know when
someone comes in.

Camps for Junior High
Junior High Summer Camp
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA

Thank you in advance for

Visit us online

For more information and registration, go to
www.lutherhill.org or call 888-266-4613.

www.faithbellaire.org
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15
8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—March 2017
March 5

March 12

March 19

March 26

Acolyte

Zach Michaud

Emma Voosen

Audrey DeKunder

Dylan McGouldrick

Crucifer

Nate Michaud

Alice Tian

Dillon Williams

JD Jones

Lector

Sara Karow

Sharon Koch

Sharon Richter

Doug Elsen

Communion
Assistants

Sara Karow, Sharon Koch

Sara Karow, Sharon Koch Doug Elsen, Scott Ramsey

Doug Elsen, Scott Ramsey

Asst Minister

Joann Welton

Sharon Richter

Sharon Richter

Don Hodde

Ushers

Cory and LaRae Nelson

Cory and LaRae Nelson

Jeff Addicks, Earl Thompson

Jeff Addicks, Earl Thompson

Altar Guild

Joann Welton
Melinda McGouldrick

Beverly Sones

Beverly Sones

Betty Dossey, Tina Wood

10:50 AM

March 5

March 12

March 19

March 26

Acolytes

Taylor Schugart
JD Jones

Trevor Groenewold
Nicholas Groenewold

Dylan McGouldrick
Andy Allen

Andrew Strickland
Alice Tian

Communion
Assistants

Beth Bruce, Lauren Apollo

Jon and Nancy Homes

Roxy Funchess, Lorah Gough Ella DeKunder, Staci DeKunder

Asst Minister

James Cross

Sam Kennedy

Sam Kennedy

Daniel Farner

Ushers

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Parkan Family

Cross Family

Susan Tallman, Roxy Funchess

Altar Guild

Joann Welton
Melinda McGouldrick

Beverly Sones

Beverly Sones

Betty Dossey, Tina Wood

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond to the Planning
Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and
advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or
713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Avier Whitfield
Alan15Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian

20
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)
7:00 PM AA Buffalo Group

27
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

19
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (Off-campus)

26
GO TEXAN SUNDAY
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch
12:15 PM Worship Team Meeting
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
4:00 PM Zehh Wedding (Sanc)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

6

13
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)

Mon

7

16
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(305, 400, 401)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

28

21
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (305, 400, 401)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

14
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (305. 400, 401)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Stewardship Meeting (108)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Midweek Worship
12:30 PM Lunch (FC Gym)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Dinner
6:45PM Lent Midweek Worship
7:30 PM Young Adults @ Faith
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Midweek Worship
12:30 PM Lunch (FC Gym)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Dinner
6:45PM Lent Midweek Worship
7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting
(101)

9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Midweek Worship
12:30 PM Lunch (FC Gym)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Dinner
6:45PM Lent Midweek Worship
7:30 PM Young Adults @ Faith
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM LWR Quilters
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Midweek Worship
12:30 PM Lunch (FC Gym)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(305, 400,401)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Dinner
6:45PM Lent Midweek Worship
7:30 PM Young Adults @ Faith
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

ASH WEDNESDAY
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Ash Wednesday Worship
3:00 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Worship
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

29

22

15

8

1

30
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

23
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

16
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone(305, 400, 401)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (305, 400, 401)
6:45 PM Exec. Team Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

2
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair
(FH)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
3:00 PM Cornerstone (305, 400, 401)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Thu

17

10

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
6:30 PM Faith Family Movie
Night (FH)

31

24
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
7:00 PM Faith Chinese Gathering
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

3
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair
(FH)
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
7:00 PM Faith Chinese Gathering
(101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Altar Guild Spring
Meeting (101)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Sacraments Workshop
(101)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)
1:00 PM Faith Family Ice Cream
Social & Sock Hop (FC)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair
(FH)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Faith Camp Interviews
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 305,
306)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat
16

12
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:00 PM Organ Tour
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

5
8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:30 PM Faith Camp Interviews
1:30 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

Sun

March 2017 - Calendar of Events
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