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Sunday Mornings 

 9:00 AM - The Gathering 

10:15 AM - Learning Groups 

11:15 AM - Heritage 

Holy Week Worship Services 

February 26 - “Faith Befriends” 
 

March 4 - “Faith Breathes” 
 

March 11 - “Faith Belongs” 
 

March 18 - “Faith Becomes” 
 

March 25 - “Faith Blesses” 

Lent has always been a season to focus on deepening discipleship.  This year we will 

take a closer look at how God seeks to bless us through the personal and communal 

disciplines of evangelism, worship, fellowship, learning, and stewardship. 

Midweek Worship on Wednesdays During Lent 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 22, we will worship each Wednesday during 

Lent at 11:45 AM and 7:00 PM. The 11:45 AM service will be followed by lunch and the 

7:00 PM service will be preceded by a soup/sandwich meal beginning at 6:15 PM.  

The evening services will be styled after the Taize worship form. Each week we will hear 

a message from a different staff member of Faith. 

 

On Wednesday, March 28, our 11:45 AM service will be our “Lenten Homecoming” 

worship with Holy Communion. This service is a special opportunity for our  

homebound members to attend worship at Faith. The Rebecca Ruth Circle is handling 

arrangements to provide transportation for those homebound members who  

wish to attend. 

Message Series—“Being Church” 

April 1—Palm Sunday, 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM 
 

April 5—Maundy Thursday, 11:45 AM and 7:00 PM 
 

April 6—Good Friday, 7:00 PM 
 

April 7—Easter Vigil, 8:00 PM 
 

April 8—Easter Sunday, 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM 



Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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Lent—Making the Most of Our Time 

 

"He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?"  Mark 8:34-36 
 

Last week I read a book entitled "Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging Churches" which was edited by 

Robert Webber.  It was a collection of five essays by five leaders of five very different new Christian 

communities.  It was interesting in that, after each essay, the other four writers gave feedback and 

responses to what the other had written.  It was fascinating. 

 

I found it very helpful to be reminded again that the various cousins on the Christian family tree really do 

put the faith together in very, very different ways.  We are clearly united around certain core beliefs (the 

Trinity, the centrality of the person, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the calling to be servants in the 

world and to make new disciples, and many others), but we are very divided in how we do what we do, 

why we do what we do, and even how we interpret God's Word and on-going presence in the world. 

 

But all of that came, for me at least, against the back drop of the opening article by the editor of the 

book, Robert Webber.  One thing in particular that he wrote stood out for me, quoting an unnamed 

author, Webber wrote: 

 

♦ The church started as a missionary movement in Jerusalem. 

♦ It moved to Rome and became an institution. 

♦ It traveled to Europe and became a culture. 

♦ It crossed the Atlantic to America and became a big business. 

 

Yes, much more could be said.  No, it isn't as simple as that.  But there was just enough truth in it that 

those lines have haunted me since I read them.  Is that where we've come?  Are we just another big 

American business competing for people's time, money, loyalty, and hearts?  No matter how we answer 

that question, rest assured that many people have written the church off long ago precisely because of 

that suspicion.  I've heard it time and time again—all that church cares about is my money. 

 

Here's another line that still haunts me, and has since the first time that I ever heard it—If someone 

followed you around for a week, 24 hours a day, would they find enough evidence in your life to convict 

you of being a Christian? 

 

These are important questions.  Lent is a season set aside for us to ask such questions, to examine our 

lives, and to make some changes as those changes are revealed to us.  From the reminder of our 

mortality on Ash Wednesday through our wonder at an empty tomb on Easter, this is a season for us to 

look more closely on what it actually means in our lives to live as followers of Jesus. 

 

I once read something written by a frustrated new Christian.  This guy had come to a new kind of faith in 

Jesus, had returned to church, joined a congregation, and then felt like he was left dangling.  He didn't 

know what to do next.  He had heard plenty about prayer but had no idea how to develop a prayer life 

which worked for him.  He knew he should know more about the Bible but he didn't know where to start.  

He wanted to give his time but he didn't know how.  He wanted to give money but he didn't know how 

much.  He was ready and raring to go but the congregation he joined wasn't ready to help him. 

 

They met him where he was as a seeker, welcomed, blessed and baptized him as a new believer, but they 

were strangely quiet on what it might mean for him to become an actual follower of Jesus. 

 



On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 

aside and save whatever extra you earn, so that 

collections need not be taken when I come. (1 

Corinthians 16:2) 

 

Last month in this article we discussed the 

importance of being intentional as a fundamental 

value of stewardship.  This month we will look at 

another fundamental value of stewardship:  

regular giving.   

 

Being regular in your giving means establishing a 

pattern and following the pattern.  Paul’s 

prescribed pattern for giving was on a weekly 

basis, as described in the verse quoted above. 

 

People received income in biblical times very 

differently than we receive income today.  In 

biblical times it was very common for workers to 

receive their income at the end of each day.  

Nowadays compensation systems vary widely.  

Some people are paid once a week, others twice a 

month, some others only once each month.  

Retirees may receive a Social Security check at the 

beginning of the month and a pension at another 

time.  Self employed people or people that work on 

commissions may have sporadic income that 

comes at varying times during the year. 

 

To be regular in giving in our day means that 

whenever you receive income, and however you 

receive income, you give according to your plan.  

Being a regular giver has a very strong connection 

with being an intentional giver.  Being intentional in 

your giving means that you develop a plan for your 

giving.  Being regular in your giving means that you 

follow that plan in accordance with the way and 

timing that you receive income. 

 

Bottom line—thank you for your giving.  We can't 

reach our God-given capacity for ministry without 

it. 

The Rebecca Ruth Circle would also like to get as 

many homebound members to the Lenten 

Homecoming Service on March 28 at 11:45 AM. If 

you are interested in helping with transportation, 

please contact Patti Hickerson. 

 

For more information contact Patti Hickerson at    

713-668-3628. 

The Rebecca Ruth Circle will be meeting March 1, 

at 10:00 AM. The Pastor will continue his study of 

the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Bring a lunch and listen to an inspirational hour of 

learning from Pastor Kerry.  Anyone is welcome 

to join.  

 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Stewardship Corner 

By Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 
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I read his story and I realized that he was right.  In our central concern to get the "Who" of the faith right 

we forget about and don't focus on the "how’s" of the faith.  This is a problem and will be an increasingly 

more important problem as our culture drifts further and further away from the way things used to be. 

 

Here at Faith we are working hard to align ourselves to the core values of our mission plan.  By Easter we 

will have completed our newly repaired parking lot and our new monument sign.  Both are expressions 

of radical hospitality.  Between now and Easter Sunday, in worship each week, we will be looking more 

deeply into the discipleship disciplines of evangelism, worship, fellowship, learning, and stewardship.  

We are living into the value that states that we desire "discipleship over membership" by helping people 

learn more about how they can live more fully and deeply as disciples, as followers.  We are living into 

the value that states that we expect and long for "spiritual renewal" as individuals and as a community. 

 

More and more I'm coming to believe that God loves people more than we do and that God will be 

careful to send people to communities who are ready to receive them, welcome them, teach them, and 

engage them in ministry in their daily lives.  I hope and pray and work each week to be that kind of 

pastor, that kind of congregation, that is far more than just another 501(c)(3) American non-profit, but in 

fact is a community of faith that blesses the world with faith, hope, and love. 

         Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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The Finleys are going skiing for Spring Break. We will 

be driving to Red River, New Mexico the week 

BEFORE HISD’s scheduled Spring Break - yep...we are 

THOSE parents.  The ones who take our kids out of 

school for a week before the actual break to avoid 

crowds and get 2 weeks off instead of just one. I say 

all of that unapologetically (to you educators), 

because family and rest take precedent for us. 

 

Life is busy and so many of us are guilty of cramming 

as much as we possibly can into it.  I am not good at 

regulating rest for myself or my family.  I go until I 

drop over and over, and have trained myself to do 

that as my schedule allows. Many of you do the 

same.  Honestly, I don’t think it’s the kind of pace or 

life that God wants for any of us. 

 

Genesis 2:2-3 tells us that after God had finished His 

creation work, he rested. The human body needs 

rest and not just physical rest, but spiritual rest as 

well.  So what does that mean? 

 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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I think it means that I must find places and spaces to 

be alone...and alone with God. I think it is only there 

that I recalibrate my soul, refresh my dry spirit, and 

find real  peace. I can’t really find that same renewal 

any other way.  And that’s why it’s so self defeating 

when I am too busy to take care of myself that way. 

 

Spring Break allows for that. I love skiing, but I will 

find time to break away and spend time with God 

away from my every day life. I will find what I 

overlook when I am too busy with the life He has 

given me...or rather, the frantic one I have created. 

 

I hope that you also find time to Sabbath with your 

God today, this week, this month.  We cannot give, 

receive, or praise as well on an empty tank.  Easter is 

right around the corner and with it comes new life 

and new beginnings.  Take time now to rest and 

renew for what God has in store for you next. 

 

Blessings on your head! 

 

Nice Work Home Team!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(left front) - Harrison Funchess, Mia Copeland, Jonathan Miertchen  

(left back) Jennifer Finley, Jasmine Gabriel, Tyler Grimsby, and Emma Keller 

banged on empty soup bowls to remind the congregation as they left worship of 

those who would have nothing to eat that day. 

 

Team Heritage ($1,304.82) beat out Team Gathering ($1,054.02) in the  

1st Annual FLC Souper Bowl of Caring head-to-head competition.  All monies 

($2,358.84 total collected) will be split between the Houston Food Bank and  

Gethsemane Food Pantry of CCSC. 



During the season of Lent, you will notice the addition of something to 

the order of worship at the Heritage service. Often overlooked and 

neglected, this additional element may seem insignificant or even 

unnecessary. We’re adding the Psalms into our Lenten worship! There 

are many good reasons for including the Psalms in our liturgy. 

 

The Psalms are the Bible’s hymnal. Literally, the Psalms are a 

collection of 150 poems that are intended for singing. These poems 

were written and compiled across the centuries before Jesus was born. 

The Psalms are the hymns of Israel. They are the songs of faith that 

have sustained God’s people for thousands of years. The use of Psalms 

in worship can be traced all the way back to the dedication of the first Temple in Jerusalem (957 BC, 2 

Chronicles 7:3). Typically the Psalms are used in Christian worship as a response after the first reading 

from the Old Testament. When we sing the Psalms we are connecting our voice to millions of ancestors 

in the faith. They sang the very same words to God that we do. 

 

There is a healthy spectrum of human emotion expressed to God in the Psalms. The Psalms teach us 

that God is big and loving enough to handle any human emotion that can be thrown God’s way. The 

Psalms contain some of the highest praises as well as some of the darkest emotions. The Psalms 

demonstrate to us that we can laugh, scream, and sob our prayers to God – and God finds them all 

acceptable. Psalm 136:1 declares with gladness, “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. His love 

endures forever.” By the next chapter, Psalm 137:1 despairingly states, “By the rivers of Babylon we sat 

and wept when we remembered Zion.” Each Psalm can be divided into different categories: Royal Psalms 

(songs from the king, who idealizes himself as the entire nation of Israel), Songs of Thanksgiving 

(individual or national thanksgivings for God’s deeds), Laments (individual or corporate cries of lament), 

and Didactic Psalms (that teach or try to influence people). 

 

Jesus sang the Psalms. The practice of singing in Christian worship is deeply influenced by the singing of 

Psalms by the Hebrew people. Paul encouraged the faithful to sing “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 

to God” (Colossians 3:16). Jesus, as a person shaped by the Jewish faith, would have relied on the Psalms 

in his own prayer life. We have a record of this in Matthew 27:46, at the time of Jesus’ death. From the 

cross Jesus cried out the words of Psalm 22:1, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” The words 

of Psalm 22 were the heart response of Jesus in his moment of sacrifice. But Jesus’ quotation of Psalm 

22 was also a prophetic fulfillment of God’s redemption made available through Jesus: “future 

generations will be told about the Lord. They will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn—for 

he has done it” (Psalm 22:30-31). 

The Bible’s Hymnal 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Faith Camp 2012 Registration is NOW Open ONLINE!! 
Faith Camp is a Day Camp Ministry, with over 20 years of history in our community, that is 

uniquely youth led and adult supported.  Join us for Fun, Faith, and a FIESTA this summer! 
 

♦ Go to www.FaithBellaire.org to use our new online registration process 

♦ Early Bird Discount until April 1 

♦ Campers = Children entering Kindergarten - those who have completed 5th grade 

♦ Support Staff = Teens completed 6-8th grade.  Apply on Facebook - 2012 Faith Camp Staff 

♦ Paid Staff = Teens completed 9-12th grade.  Apply on Facebook - 2012 Faith Camp Staff 



Luke 9:61 - "Yet another said, "I will follow You, 

Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my 

home."  

 

Scripture records that many would-be followers of 

Jesus turned back when the cares of life              

intruded.  Even more got cold feet when Jesus 

spoke bluntly about the high cost of following 

Him.  For many, the comfort of the familiar and 

the known outweighed the exciting but unknown 

risks of walking with this new Teacher from       

Galilee.  

 

How well we know!  Each day our desire for       

comfort, security, and sameness battles with the 

adventurous call Jesus offers through His           

Spirit.  Each day we often choose to go with what 

we know and can control instead of embracing 

the majestic unknown power and the mysterious 

leading of God.  

 

Yet with each sunrise, Jesus still beckons.  His  

Spirit, given to us in baptism, transforms sinners 

into new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Forgiven 

and restored, we trust in the Lord's gracious and 

good will, acknowledging that all things are      

possible with God (Mark 10:27).  

 

Along the way, Jesus Himself promises never to 

leave or forsake us, even when our walk with Him 

takes us to unfamiliar places.  His cross and empty 

tomb serve as constant reminders that there is no 

faithful journey we can take where He has not 

already blazed a clear trail. 

 

Pray:  Holy Jesus, fill me with Your courage as I 

follow where You lead today. In You I pray.  Amen. 

Prayer Corner 

Yes, Lord, But. . . . 
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Our January blood drive was the best drive in Faith History!  We had a total of 44 donations! The 

previous best was 37 donations at one drive! Thanks again to all those who donated and those who 

supported the drive by welcoming donors and providing homemade goodies and lunches for the hard 

working staff! 

 

Sign-up for the next blood drive will begin the first of March- so it’s time to start “pumping iron!” If you 

are in good health, at least 17 years old and weigh 110 pounds or more (or 16 years old, weigh at least 

121 pounds and have permission of your parents!) you should qualify to donate blood!  

 

If you are unable to donate blood, you can still help with supporting blood drives.  The blood drive 

committee will be forming soon to help with activities such as phone calls, snacks, and publicity since 

our drives are open to the community.  We can also arrange for a training for volunteers so that 

volunteers can also earn “Commit for Life” points. 

 

There are a lot of great items you can spend your points on at the “Commit for Life” store at  

www.giveblood.org. If you already have enough t-shirts, there are also stadium blankets and hoodies 

that could keep a homeless person warm. There are backpacks and shopping bags that could be a 

godsend to a neighbor in need that rides a bus to  CCSC or the Gethsemane food pantry. Giving blood is 

giving hope and health to those who are ill.  It can also give warmth and caring to those in need.  It’s 

just a few ways we can show our love to our neighbor. 

Next Blood Drive –April 1! – No Fooling! 

High Schoolers - Mark Your Calendars for March 24!! 
Grab a friend and join us on that Saturday at 7:00 PM for pizza and a movie!   

We will meet at the Patrick-Murphy home.  See you there!  

 

National Youth Gathering Getting Ready Meeting 
Saturday, March 24. We will talk about what to expect from the Gathering, our fundraisers,  

and have some fun!  Watch for more info on time and place.  If you haven't signed up to go and still 

want to - let Jennifer know ASAP.  We'd LOVE to have you join us!  



On February 1, we celebrated the Asian Spring Festival.  Ms. Julie’s class performed their rendition of the 

Lion Dance for us and sang several songs for us in Chinese.  We enjoyed a feast of egg rolls, fried rice, and 

fortune cookies.   

 

The Auction was a great success! The net proceeds were over $9,000.  We all worked very hard but had a 

great time and hope that those of you who came enjoyed it as well.  We were happy to see many of our 

Alumni.  Thank you to all who helped to make this event such a great success.  The Day School is proud to 

present the profits to the Capital Campaign. Thank You! to all who donated items or cash to the auction, 

bought tickets, or sponsored tables!  Thank you to The Office Band for great entertainment along with 

their special guest vocalists Clayton Faulkner, Kathy Patrick, and Pastor Kerry (Johnny Cash) Nelson! 

 

Valentine’s Day was celebrated by exchanging cards between friends and bringing treats to enjoy at our 

morning snack time.  The children had a wonderful time. The children also had a grand time marching 

through the church offices and Faith Center, New Orleans style, to celebrate Mardi Gras on February 21.  

After the parade, we danced to some Zydeco and Jazz music.   We enjoyed King Cakes for snack, and Ms. 

Tonia prepared Red Beans and Rice for lunch.  “Laissez les bons temps rouler!”  or “Let the good times 

roll!”    

 

The children will begin singing at the midday Lenten services on February 29 and will continue to sing 

each week through Maundy Thursday. Join us for these special services at 11:45 AM. On Friday, February 

24, we gathered our little cowpokes and moved on down to the 610 feeder street to watch a trail ride as 

they moseyed toward Memorial Park.  We sang some of our Rodeo songs as we waited for the horses 

and wagons. 

 

Our Units of Study for March are:  Weather, Sun, Moon, Stars, and Planets, St. Patrick’s Day, Ireland, 

Properties of Water, and Birds! Open Registration began on February 27.  If you know of anyone who is 

interested in our program, have them contact us immediately to reserve their spot!! 

  

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man to whom the 

Lord imputes no iniquity, and those in whose spirit there is no deceit.”   

News from the Day School 
By Debbie Helweg 
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Congratulations Michele Mican 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teacher of the Month 

Our Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few questions about herself to let people know 

more about her: 
 

Name: Michele Mican 
 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have been teaching the young 3 year olds for thirteen years. 
 

What are your hobbies?  I love water sports, the beach and taking cruises. 
 

Tell us about your family life:  I am single with a sixteen year old daughter. We have two spoiled ferrets. 

We also enjoy going to the beach together. 
 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know about you?  I am an Organ Donor and donate 

blood on a regular basis. I would love to go skydiving and parasailing for the first time.  
 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I have been working with kids since high school. They are fun to work 

with and keep me feeling young. They are fun to play with and say the cutest things!  
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It’s Not Too Late to Start Your Lenten Devotions 

Available at the Visitor Center, these daily devotions are written by fellow family members 

of Faith Lutheran Church.  We encourage and invite you to use this resource during Lent to 

grow in your faith while learning more about the faith journeys of people you know (or 

don’t know yet) within our church family. 
 

The devotions are based on the “Marks” of our congregational Vision Frame: 

Faith Befriends (evangelism) 

Faith Breathes (worship) 

Faith Belongs (fellowship) 

Faith Becomes (learning/healing) 

Faith Blesses (stewardship/service) 

 

**Thanks to all who participated in creating this gift to our congregation.** 

In celebration of Easter, lilies will be displayed around the altar table on Easter Sunday.  Lilies may be 

ordered at a cost of $9.00, checks made out to Faith Lutheran Church with Easter Lilies on the memo 

line.  Please place checks in the offering plate or the church office.   

 

Sign up at the Easter Lily Display Table in the Narthex during the month of March. Deadline to order is 

Sunday, March 25. 

 

Lilies may be picked up after Easter Sunday services.  Those not picked up will be donated to Brighton 

Gardens or Faith Lutheran Day School.  Any questions – contact Barbara McDowell at 713-432-1071 or 

by e-mail: bjhmcd@aol.com. 

Easter Lilies 

Our Middle Schoolers Living Out Their Faith Through Service 

Did you know that our Middle Schoolers do a servant project EVERY  

Sunday during the Learning Time?  Last month, they made Valentine  

Prayer Cards for our homebound members, made lunches and fleece 

blankets to hand out to the homeless around the Greyhound Bus station, 

made Grace Bags for the congregation, and planted flowers in the Faith 

House flower beds.   

 

Faith Lutheran Church has 3 

key strategies to our Mission:  

Worship, Learning, and Heal-

ing.  Through our Healing strat-

egy, we create opportunities 

for people to experience God’s 

healing presence, power, and provision. Our Middle School 

Youth Group make that a weekly  

priority in living out their faith.  Many thanks to Karen Ellison and 

Wendy Farner for leading our youth in these efforts. 

 

Mia Copeland, Harrison Funchess, Michael and Daniel Farner 

planting flowers around Faith House. 

Faith Family Service Event on Good Friday 
Watch Sunday bulletins and This Week at Faith for details, but please mark your calendars for a servant 

opportunity on Friday, April 6.  There will be opportunities for all ages.  And remember that  
 

Family = singles, grandparents, and families. 
 

Let’s live out our faith together! 

Be A Blessing 



Faith Family Sunday Funday! 

March 25, 2012 

“Ice Skating at Memorial City Mall” 

 
This month we will do things a little different 

for Faith Family Funday. We will go ice 

skating at Memorial City Mall. We will meet 

in the Fellowship Hall immediately after the 

11:15 AM service on Sunday, March 25. 

 

The cost is $13/person or $8 /person with 15 

or more people. After skating, we will enjoy a 

great lunch and mingle! 

 

Hope to see you there! 
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Last July, I joined a group of about 20 Houstonians to travel to Lima, Peru, to visit our sister 

congregation, Vida Nueva. We were a group of Lutheran missionaries, persons sent to another 

country by a church to spread or encourage its faith. At the time, I really didn’t know what that 

meant. I wasn’t sure what the trip would entail or how many comforts of home I would have while I 

was there. 

 

As it turned out, it was a great learning and growing experience on several levels. I got to know our 

sister congregation at Vida Nueva. I experienced a different country and its culture. I also became 

close friends with my fellow travelers. It was a great opportunity for me! 

 

We visited Vida Nueva several times while we were there. The poverty around the church is 

overwhelming. It is difficult to imagine living in this environment that is such a contrast to the lifestyle 

we lead. But the thing that impressed me the most was the character of the people there. They were 

happy, social, thankful, giving, caring, sharing, and generous. They felt blessed. Yet to us, they had 

“nothing” according to our material standards. The abundance they possessed, however, was obvious. 

God’s presence was felt. 

 

Peru is a beautiful country! It has large cosmopolitan cities, mountainous countryside, and impressive 

landmarks – two of them being Machu Picchu and the Amazon River. Both of these were available to 

our group as a 3 day side trip. I loved being in another country, experiencing the way of life there, and 

trying to understand their language and customs. 

 

Getting to know my traveling partners was a lot of fun, too. Even though we live in the same city and 

share the same faith, I didn’t know many of them.  We enjoyed having meals together, seeing the 

sights, shopping the markets, driving to several other Lutheran 

churches in the area, worshiping and praying together, and just 

visiting and getting to know each other. 

 

Another group is making the trip to Peru again this summer. It was 

a wonderful experience for me, and it may be for you as well. If 

you are considering it or have questions, please let me know. I 

would love to talk with you. My email address is stallman@sjs.org. 

Women’s Connection 

The Women’s Connection will meet March 7, 

at 9:30 AM. They will meet in room 205 to do 

a little Spring Cleaning. 

 

Also, please join the Women’s Connection in 

the Faith Center after the 11:45 AM Lenten 

service, March 7. The ladies will be preparing 

a wonderful lunch for our members 

attending the service.  

 

If you are interested in joining the Women’s 

Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen  

at bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 

Interested In a Trip to Peru? 
by Susan Tallman 
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Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out was established in 1993 to provide early childhood enrichment in a      

Christian environment. We believe that children are gifts from God, created by him. Our top priority is 

to provide a Christ-centered program that allows children to grow and see God’s love around them. 
 

For most of our children this is the first time they will be away from their parents in a school setting.            

We strive to teach through play and encourage the children to grow independently from their parents. 

We offer structured activities in a relaxed atmosphere so they can learn at their own pace.  Children 

will be involved in Circle Time, Craft Time, Learning Stations and Free Play where they have an 

opportunity to grow socially.  
 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday & Thursday, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of 2 teachers to 10 students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
Please see our website for more information.  

Congratulations Elizabeth Longoria 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 

Our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few questions to let people 

know more about her: 
 

Name: Elizabeth Longoria 
 

What age do you teach and for how long?  I have been teaching the One-Year-Olds Ducklings Class 

since 2003. 
 

What are your hobbies?  I enjoy spending my days at Mother’s Day Out but when I am not at school I 

enjoy cooking, painting furniture, reading, and any crafting. 
 

Tell us about your family life:  I am a native Houstonian. I’ve been married for 24 years.  
 

Fun Fact: What is something not a lot of people know about you?  I can’t dance to save my life, but I 

still enjoy trying. 
 

What inspires you to be a teacher?  I really love being around my school children, especially the one 

year olds. I love that everything is so new and exciting to them! It makes me smile to see their faces 

light up when they discover they can do something! Pure joy! 

Do you know someone or are related to someone with mental illness?  

Join the Faith Candle Lighters as they participate in the 2012 NAMIWALKS, Saturday, May 5 at Sam 

Houston Park. There is no registration fee, but you are encouraged to request sponsors. Look for   

details and a participation sign-up sheet in the Narthex throughout the month of March. For more 

information, contact Linda Lamb at 713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com.  

Walk In Honor of Someone You Know or Love 



Thursday, March 29, 2012, 6:30—9:30 PM 

Westin Galleria Hotel, 5060 West Alabama 
 

Purpose: To Celebrate CCSC and the CCSC Community! 

Goals: Total Attendance: 400-450 

            * - Each member church represented the night of the dinner    

   (yes, that means Faith Lutheran Church!) 

   Raise more than $102,500 for CCSC 

CCSC is a non-profit coalition of 43 churches in S.W. Houston with a mission to serve the poor, hungry, disabled and 
otherwise needy while respecting their religious, ethnic or cultural differences.  CCSC is an arm of our church, assisting us in 
serving others in our community! 

CCSC’s annual Azalea Dinner & Auction is their one big fundraiser for the year.  Faith is planning to reserve a table at the 
dinner for representatives from our congregation!   

Will you consider attending the dinner?  Please contact Don Hodde, Dottie Wichmann, or the church office for details!   
Reservations due by March 11!   
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Christian Community Service Center 

Year In Review – 2011 
CCSC is a caring and effective community organization that is 

committed to fulfilling its mission. We serve those who are 

hungry, those who go without fundamental items (clothes, 

toothpaste, etc.), those who seek self-sustaining jobs, and 

children who need additional support. 

 

In 2011, CCSC continued to make a difference in the targeted 

areas of basic needs, employment and children. With the support 

of 43 covenant churches, many dedicated volunteers, and high 

quality business practices, our coalition impacted many lives: 

 

Emergency Services responded to continued demand for basic needs by 

providing food, clothing, financial assistance and referrals to 24,918 

persons in crisis – a 10% climb from the prior year and our highest number 

since 1992. This effort included helping 814 families avoid homelessness or 

substandard living conditions by assisting with electricity, water, natural 

gas, and rent payments. More than 270,000 pounds of food was provided 

to hungry neighbors and 12,318 clients benefitted from gently-used 

clothing. 

 

The Gethsemane Food Pantry expanded to include Saturday 

operations, making CCSC present five days weekly in the southwest portion 

of our service area. The pantry fed 21,218 persons from 5,414 households. 

Of those served, 47% were children, and 56% of client households included 

one or more employed adults. The Garden at Gethsemane was expanded 

and enhanced, resulting in the production of 4,415 pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables to aid clients’ 

nutritional well-being. 

 

JobNet increased its service level by 18%, helping 443 jobseekers 

through skill-building workshops, computer training, job leads, 

resume development, business attire, and access to office equip 

ment. An inspiring number of participants found work: 29% were 

gainfully employed. JobNet’s personalized design increases clients’ 

skills and confidence, especially those who face significant 

andsometimes multiple employment barriers. 

 

Martha’s Way engaged 155 participants in the 42-hour 

residential housekeeping training program designed for entrepreneurs. Over the year, 59 job leads were 

shared with graduates, helping launch their businesses. Evaluators of this program determined that the 

Martha’s Way “return on investment” was a $20.3 valuation. To date, CCSC has graduated 498 clients of this 

program. 



Back To School touched the lives of 6,204 underprivileged 

children. By providing these students (Pre-K to 8th grade) with 

comprehensive school supplies, new school attire, and gently 

used shoes and clothing, children are better prepared to 

achieve academic success. This year’s effort included strategic 

partnerships with a variety of schools, making a concentrated 

impact on campuses in underserved areas. 

 

 Jingle Bell Express provided 2,802 children from low-

income families with new toys and books for the Christmas 

celebrations. Each of their 892 families also received a food 

package for this special time of year. This uniquely designed 

program addresses several client needs including literacy and 

hunger, and this year’s event included a special effort to assist clients also served at CCSC’s food pantries. 

 

The Louise J. Moran Vision Care Program partnered 

with local elementary schools to provide vision screening 

services to 1,056 children. A total of 327 students then 

benefited from professional eye exams at University Eye 

Institute, with 304 of them receiving new prescription 

glasses. 

 

The Sunshine Resale Shop netted $96,725 from the 

sale of donated items. Shop proceeds are channeled into 

CCSC’s mission allowing more clients to be served. The 

store also provides a great service to community members 

who are living on a fixed or limited income by selling items 

at a fraction of retail cost. 

 

1,700 CCSC volunteers contributed 43,912 hours of service across the 

organization – the estimated monetary value of this contribution is 

$937,960. Approximately 400 persons were involved in on-going service 

commitments and 47 groups helped with special projects. Thank you, 

CCSC volunteers! 

 

CCSC’s mission is to serve the poor, hungry, disabled and otherwise 

needy while respecting their religious, ethnic, or cultural differences. 

To get involved with our mission, please call 713-961-3993. 

To make a secure donation, please visit our website: 

www.ccschouston.org  



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—March 2012 

9:00 March 4 March 11 March 18 March 25 

Acolytes 2 Jacob & Zachary  

Boihem 

Stephany & Tommie 

Huwyler 

Chelsea & Thomas  

Spratlin 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Wendy Farner 

Dave Farner 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Barbara McDowell 

Nancy and Jon Holmes 

Asst Minister 1 Dottie Wichman Bob Medlen Bob Medlen Holly Hruska 

Ushers 4 

 

 

 

Nancy and Jon Holmes The Paulson Family The Parkan Family The Farner Family 

Greeters 2 

 

    

Refreshments 4     

Visitor  

Center 

Barbara McDowell 

Carl Watson 

   

Altar Guild 2 Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

11:00 March 4 March 11 March 18 March 25 

Acolyte Tyler Grimsby Evan Watson Emma Keller  Elizabeth Menke 

Crucifer Paul Hodde Natalie Dorman Jonathan Mierstchen Thomas Menke 

Lector Susan Ashley Sara Karow Kim Hutchison Lucille Galassini 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Melanie Palmer 

Alexis Salazar 

Melanie Palmer 

Alexis Salazar 

Mary Hackerman 

Bill Puryear 

Mary Hackerman 

Bill Puryear 

Asst Minister Karen Elsen Tiffany Menke Tiffany Menke Barbara Balius 

Ushers 4 Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Greeters 2     

Refreshments 4     

Visitor 

Center 

   Richard Pett 

Cathie Pett 

Altar Guild 2 Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Geneva Freels 

Anita Lacy 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship assistant and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled 

during the month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 

Social Ministry 



March Calendar Events 
 

1 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 10:00 AM RR Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) 7:00 PM Parish Ed Board (101) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

2 Friday – 8:00 PM AA 
 

3 Saturday – 8:30 AM Lutheran SS (101) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300) 

 

4 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage / 12:15 PM Worship Board (101) / 4:30 PM Handbells (202) 

 

5 Monday - 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (gym) 
 

6 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite 

(307) / 6:30 PM Social Ministry (109) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board (101) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

7 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM Women’s Connection / 11:45 AM Lenten Service and Lunch / 12:00 PM Youth & Family Board (109) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone 

(400,401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner / 7:00 PM Lenten Service / 8:00 PM AA 
  
8 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) / 6:45 PM Executive Board (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir 

(208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

9 Friday – 3:00 PM Camp Hope Training (FC) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

10 Saturday – 9:00 AM Camp Hope Training (FC) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 

PM AA (300) 

 

11 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Camp Hope Training (FC) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage / 12:15 PM First Steps @ Faith / 

4:30 PM Handbells (202)  
 

12 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (401) 
 

13 Tuesday – 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite 

(307) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff (FH) / 7:00 PM Church Council (101) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) /      8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

14 Wednesday - 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Lenten Service and Lunch / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner / 

7:00 PM Lenten Service / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

15 Thursday – MM Articles Due / 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM 

AA (300) 
 

16 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

17 Saturday - 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling (400) / 10:00 AM Property Board (109) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300)  

 

18 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Faith House Open House / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage / 4:30 PM Handbells (202)  

 

19 Monday - 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (401) 

 

20 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (307) / 

6:00 PM DS/MDO Board (109) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

21 Wednesday 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Lenten Service and Lunch / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner / 7:00 

PM Lenten Service / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

22 Thursday – 8:30 AM MDO / 9:00 AM MM Assembly / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) / 7:30 PM Choir (208) /8:00 PM AA 

(300) 

 

23 Friday - 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

24 Saturday – 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 9:15 AM Activities Board (FC Kit) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM 

AA (300)  

 

25 Sunday - 7:30 AM Faith Alive (Sanc) / 9:00 AM Gathering / 10:15 AM Learning Time / 11:15 AM Heritage / 12:15 PM Faith Family Funday – Ice Skating at Memorial City / 4:30 

PM Handbells (202) 
 

26 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (401) / 7:00 PM V8 Early Ford 

 

27 Tuesday - 8:30 AM MDO (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite 

(307) / 7:00 PM First Place (306) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

28 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 11:45 AM Lenten Service and Lunch / 3:00 PM Cornerstone (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner / 

7:00 PM Lenten Service / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

29 Thursday - 8:30 AM MDO / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (201) / 7:30 PM Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

30 Friday - 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

31 Saturday - 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet (204) / 9:15 AM Activities Board (FC Kit) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM 

AA (300)  



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard @ Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mothers’ Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithchurchfamily.org (e-mail) 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy DeClouette  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Kim Bright  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Debbie Helweg  Faith Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 

Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling 281-480-7554 

Mountain Mover 

Faith Lutheran Church 

4600 Bellaire Blvd. 

Bellaire, TX 77401 
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