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One sabbath while Jesus was going through the grainfields, his 

disciples plucked some heads of grain, rubbed them in their hands, 

and ate them. 
2
But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing 

what is not lawful on the sabbath?”  

 
3
Jesus answered, “Have you not read what David did when he and 

his companions were hungry? 
4
He entered the house of God and 

took and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any 

but the priests to eat, and gave some to his companions?” 
5
Then he 

said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.”  

 
6
On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught, and there was a man there 

whose right hand was withered. 
7
The scribes and the Pharisees watched him to see 

whether he would cure on the sabbath, so that they might find an accusation against 

him. 
8
Even though he knew what they were thinking, he said to the man who had the 

withered hand, “Come and stand here.” He got up and stood there. 
9
Then Jesus said to 

them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to 

destroy it?” 
10

After looking around at all of them, he said to him, “Stretch out your 

hand.” He did so, and his hand was restored. 
11

But they were filled with fury and 

discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.  Luke 6:1-11 

 

Throughout the season of Lent, our Wednesday services will follow the shape of our 

Sunday evening 6TEN healing and recovery service.  We are the only ELCA congregation 

in our city or synod that offers a weekly worship experience anything like what we do at 

6TEN, thus it makes sense that we would utilize this same worship format for a Lenten 

series based on “Jesus Our Healer.”  It will also expose more of our folks to what has 

become a normal part of our weekend.  But it will be different...and challenging. 

 

When we were praying about adding the Sunday night worship service to our life 

together, we came across the above stories from the sixth chapter of Luke.  Notice that, 

in the midst of a controversy over proper Sabbath practices, Jesus chose people over 

ritual purity laws.  The disciples were fed and a man was healed.  Jesus even reaches 

back into the past to point out to the Pharisees that King David had done the same thing 

many generations before—he recognized that feeding his people what they needed was 

more important than protecting the priests and their rituals. 

 

So it was that we came to the tenth verse and the words “’Stretch out your hand.’ He 

did so, and his hand was restored.”  Luke 6:10...and thus the name of the new service 

became 6TEN.  (Only later did we realize how close Faith was to the 610 Loop.) 

 

In Mark 2, Jesus gets criticized for eating with sinners and tax collectors.  When asked 

why he chose to do this, Jesus replied, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 

but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” The same line 

appears in Matthew 9 and Luke 5.  This, it seems to me, is utterly central to Jesus’ 

ministry.  Which leaves me wondering how the church could have missed seeing it for 

so long?  How is it that a weekly worship experience dedicated to healing should come 

across as a modern invention, a creative innovation, or even an optional sidelight, 

rather than a bold but humble return to the central practices of Jesus? 

 

I don’t know and I don’t have much time to worry about such things.  I only know that it 

is wonderful for me to lead a worship service where a first time attender tells me that 

she heard about it at her Tuesday night AA meeting.  And that she loved it and will be 

back.  May the healing power of God’s love touch each of us this Lent. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Blessed to Be A Blessing 
 

When a congregation realizes that 

God has blessed it to be a blessing in 

the wider world, God can then 

entrust many things to the life of 

that congregation.  Here at Faith, 

that means we are invaluable 

partners to many other ministries. 

 

The Christian Community Service 

Center (CCSC) counts on us to 

provide volunteers for its ministries, 

to host Back To School, to provide 

direct financial support in our 

budget, and additional financial 

support through our participation in 

the Azalea Dinner. 

 

Lutherhill Ministries is counting on us 

to help them begin work on the new 

Zion Retreat Center in Galveston. 

 

Our Men of Faith group will support 

both Lutherhill and the Cornerstone 

Recovery program through our 

participation in their golf 

tournaments this Spring. 

 

Campus ministry in College Station, 

Brenham, and Houston need our 

support and we give it. 

 

Lutheran World Relief, Texas 

Lutheran University, ELCA missionary 

support...this is not a complete list 

but enough to remind us, as God  

has blessed us, we are responding 

with our willingness to be used by 

God to bless others.  Isn’t it good to 

know this, and fun to do our part? 



Management for the Sake of the Mission  
by Kathy Patrick, Faith Lutheran Church Council President 
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As leaders serving on the church council, each 

member of the council brings to the table a set of 

expectations and experience that will inform their 

work. Some of these received understandings are 

very helpful:  a commitment to service, a dedication 

to using one’s time, talents, and treasure to serve 

God and neighbor, a devotion to Scripture. Some 

understandings, though, may be less helpful. Among the most 

unhelpful is the received understanding that a church council is 

analogous to a corporate board of directors. 

  

In the book Governance as Ministry, the author Dan Hotchkiss 

makes a compelling case that the model of a corporate board is not 

a valid analogue for a church council. In the secular world, Boards 

of Directors “oversee” for profit corporations, they “appoint and 

discharge” organizational leadership, and they “owe their fiduciary 

duties”—of care, loyalty, and candor—to the shareholders of the 

company. The function of a church council, however, is different in 

important respects from that of a Board of Directors. Hotchkiss 

argues this difference is seen most clearly when we answer the 

question:  “To whom does the council owe its duties?”  

 

Some might suggest the answer is obvious: “the council owes its 

duties to the members.” That answer, however, treats the 

members of the congregation as its “owners.” If the existing 

members of the congregation are its “owners,” then making 

changes for the sake of reaching those not yet here can become 

very difficult. Treating members as “owners” also makes the 

relevant benchmark for any council action, “What in this decision 

benefits the existing members?” Congregations with this view of 

the role of their council will inevitably turn inward:  Their leaders 

are not called to—and do not understand themselves to—act for 

the benefit of the larger world or those not yet here. 

Hotchkiss’ book suggests a better approach:  The council should 

treat God’s mission for the congregation as the entity to which it 

owes its duties. Healthy congregations, he argues, then make 

fulfillment of God’s mission the touchstone for the council’s 

discharge of its duties. This understanding keeps the council 

focused on the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. It 

keeps the congregation engaged in the world and helps them look 

outward to meet Jesus in face of the hurting people around them.  

 

At Faith, God has given us a shared vision for our mission together. 

We understand our mission to be “Following Jesus in blessing the 

world with faith, hope, and love.” That is our mission statement. As 

your church council, we have committed ourselves to a covenant 

that makes fulfillment of this mission the primary organizing 

principle for all of our work this year. We invite you to join us in 

this commitment. Although we have accomplished much of what 

God has called us to do, there is yet more work to be done. “The 

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” There is room for you 

in our work together, so listen to God calling you and find a place 

where you, too, can follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, 

hope, and love. 

 

We are children of God elected to leadership positions in this 

congregation.  

We each bear responsibility to God, to one another, and to this 

congregation, to lead well. 

 

We recognize the Vision Frame as God’s mission for this 

congregation. 

We will lead to further God’s mission for this congregation. 

We will make fulfillment of the Vision Frame the primary criteria in 

our decisions and actions.  

We will actively recruit, equip, and engage others in service and 

leadership. 

 

We will strive to grow personally as Christian disciples. 

We will be consistent in our participation in weekly worship that 

we might be filled with the grace of God, equipped and 

empowered to serve.  

We will participate in public learning groups and private devotions, 

reading and prayer. 

We will practice intentional, joyful, proportionate, and sacrificial 

giving of our time, our talents, and our financial treasures.  

 

We will treat each other with respect. 

We will communicate well, return emails and phone calls promptly, 

and speak the truth in love out of respect for one another’s 

opinions and points of view.  

We will be prompt and punctual for meetings. 

We will follow the congregation’s Communications Policy. 

We will strive for unity as a council. 

2015 Church Council Covenant 



No Strangers, only Brothers and Sisters 
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation  

Father John Powell reflects, in his book Through the Eyes of Faith, about the hopelessness that drenched the 

atmosphere of Metropolitan Correctional Facility near Chicago. About once a month, he’d visit a few prisoners in 

the state penitentiary. Being a professor at Loyola University in Chicago, a highly popular lecturer, teacher, and 

counselor, didn’t quite prepare him to push against the spirit he encountered in the penitentiary. However, on one 

occasion, Father Powell said he had an enlightening and inspiring experience from an unlikely source in those dark 

prison halls. 

 

This source, an elderly woman, standing beside him going through the visitor checkpoint reflected something foreign to the 

environment. As they moved together, they produced identification, they passed through metal detectors; they were led by heavily 

armed guards through countless doors made of strong steel bars. Through it all, Father Powell said he could not help but notice how 

this sweet, dear woman was smiling warmly toward everyone, waving tenderly to the guards and calling many of them by name, and 

greeting everyone with an unconditional embrace. 

 

Father Powell was fascinated with her. She was an absolutely radiant force despite the surroundings. Suddenly, Father Powell said to 

her, “Gee, I'll bet you bring a lot of love into this world with your smiling face and words.” “Father,” she replied, “I decided long ago that 

there are no strangers in my world. Only brothers and sisters; some of them I haven't met yet.” 

 

Reflecting on that experience, Father Powell wrote this remarkable paragraph. Listen closely. He said: “That lady drew out of me a deep 

and warm reaction of love. And gradually I came to realize that people are not one thing, good or bad, but many things. In every human 

being there is warmth, love, affection, but there is also hurt, anger, weakness. We stimulate or draw out of them one or the other. It all 

depends upon our approach, and our approach depends upon our attitude.” 

 

And then Father Powell writes these concluding words: “This was the genius of Jesus. He took people where they were and loved them 

into life. This is precisely what Jesus did for those whose lives he touched. He was a living portrait of love in action. And the caption 

under the portrait reads: Please love one another as I have loved you. Yes this was the genius of Jesus. He took people where they were 

and loved them into life.” 

 

During Lent, we reflect on our brokenness, on the places in our lives where we need healing, and this can be painful. But that’s needed 

during Lent, to have the broken places open up so that we may receive. Lent is not about what you give up but about what we need to 

receive. There is no better time than now to begin the process of healing. It’s never fully completed, but each day we get better at 

receiving what we need. So may we, open ourselves to letting Jesus’ love into our lives. May we carry a smile that embraces all people 

as brothers and sisters. And may we find what we need during this season.   
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Join us every Wednesday during Lent 

at 11:45 AM or 7:00 PM.  

 

   February 25— “Jesus, Healer of Our Hearts” 

   March 4— “Jesus, Healer of Our Souls” 

   March 11— “Jesus, Healer of Our Minds” 

   March 18— “Jesus, Healer of Our Bodies” 

   March 25— “Jesus, Healer of Our World” 



 

With the launch of Chinese Mandarin worship on February 1, the 

ministry of Faith Chinese Fellowship (FCF) has entered a new phase. I 

write in the Q & A format; to help you better understand FCF and 

answer questions you may have.   

 

Q: What does Sunday morning look like for FCF?  

A: Bible study at 9:45 AM, followed by Faith Chinese Worship service at 

10:50 AM. Most participants of FCF stay for lunch. By the way, all 

members of Faith are welcome to Sunday lunch. It is wonderful that worshippers of our 

two English services and Chinese service can mingle and get to know one another at the 

dining table. At 12:45 PM, FCF practices worship songs for about 30—40 minutes.  

 

Q: What does Chinese Mandarin worship service look like?  

A: It is a contemporary style worship service in Chinese. Ryan plays the piano and two 

song leaders lead the congregational singing. The worship songs include traditional hymns 

and contemporary praise songs. We also use Christian music videos downloaded from 

YouTube. There is Holy Communion at every service. The physical set-up of the worship 

space is almost identical to 6TEN recovery worship. Come and see.  

 

Q: Are participants of FCF baptized Christians?  

A: Some of them are baptized Christians; some of them had no or very little contact with 

Christianity prior to coming to FCF. The two most important purposes of FCF are: first, 

introduce the Christian faith to nonbelievers and guide them to faith in Jesus Christ; 

second, make believers into disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

Q: Why does Faith offer English as Second Language (ESL) class to the Chinese?  

A: Because here at Faith we try our best to practice radical hospitality. It is like our Faith 

House Ministry, like offering space to various recovery groups. All ESL students are invited 

to attend FCF and other events at Faith, and some of them do get involved in FCF. 

 

Q: What are the challenges of reaching out to the Chinese?  

A: Imagine this: you have been taught that religion is the opium of the masses, that 

Christian missionaries who went to China in the pre-communist era were lackeys of 

western imperialism, that religion is antiquated, superstitious, that educated, science-

minded people have nothing to do with church. The prejudice and misinformation against 

religion and Christianity in particular are huge. I was once an “educated” atheist. Now I 

want to help Chinese people see that Jesus Christ is the light, the truth, the way, the hope, 

the life. It is absolutely a privilege and a great joy for me to see lives being transformed by 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

  

Q: What can I do to help the Chinese ministry?  

A: Your prayer is the number one need. We can do nothing without prayer. Come and visit 

the Chinese worship service; come and sit at the same lunch table with the members of 

FCF; talk with them; listen to their stories and share your own story; make one or two 

Chinese friends. After having done that, pray to God what more you can do to help FCF. 

Q & A: Faith Chinese Fellowship  
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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First Chinese  

Worship Service! 

Sunday, February 1 
 看啊，我要行一件新事，这看啊，我要行一件新事，这看啊，我要行一件新事，这看啊，我要行一件新事，这事现在就要发生，难道你们事现在就要发生，难道你们事现在就要发生，难道你们事现在就要发生，难道你们没有察觉吗？我要在旷野辟没有察觉吗？我要在旷野辟没有察觉吗？我要在旷野辟没有察觉吗？我要在旷野辟道路，在沙漠开江河道路，在沙漠开江河道路，在沙漠开江河道路，在沙漠开江河 －－－－ 以赛以赛以赛以赛亚亚亚亚 43:19 

I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not 

perceive it? 

I will make a way in the 

wilderness 

and rivers in the desert.  

Isaiah 43:19 
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Visit us online 

FaithBellaire.org 

 

�Campers: ages 5 - 6th grade by this 

summer 

�$130 per child/per week,  

each week is different 

�$30 discount if you register for  

all three weeks 

�$5 Sibling discount 

�Pizza on Wednesday is FREE! 

 

 

Support Staff (7-8th grade) & Paid Staff (9-

12th grade) application open until March 31 

Early Bird
 discount  

ends April 1
!! 

Register O
nline at  

www.FaithBellaire.org 

Questions? Contact Jason Houlihan  

jhoulihan@faithbellaire.org 

Faith Camp presents... 

CAMP HOPE RODEO 

“The Ride of Your Life” 

June 22-26, June 29-July 3, July 6-10 

Easter Lilies 

In celebration of Easter, lilies will be 

displayed around the chancel.  Lilies 

may be ordered at a cost of $9; 

checks should be made out to Faith 

Lutheran Church with Easter Lilies on 

the memo line.  Please place checks 

in the offering plate or the church 

office. Sign up at the display table in 

the Fellowship Hall.  

Deadline to order: March 22 

Lilies may be picked up after Easter Sunday services.  

Those not picked up will be donated. 

Any questions? Contact Barbara McDowell at 713-432

-1071 or bjhmcd@aol.com. 

CCSC'S 2015 AZALEA DINNER AND AUCTION March 

26, 2015 

Mark your calendar!  The Board of Social Ministry will be 

organizing tables for Faith members that want to attend this 

year’s CCSC Azalea Dinner!  This dinner is CCSC’s primary 

fundraiser each year to support their operations. Will you 

consider attending and making a contribution to help them 

support so many in need in Houston?  If interested, contact 

Jennifer Cross at jmorencross@yahoo.com. 

 

For more information about donating an auction item or 

underwriting a portion of this event, contact CCSC by calling 

713-961-3993 or e-mail Kelly Finkenbinder at 

kfinkenbinder@ccschouston.org. 

 

Auction and underwriting forms are available online! 

 http://www.ccschouston.org/Azalea_Dinner.html 



7 

Faith Schools  
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools 

February flew by at Faith Schools!  We celebrated throughout the month with Mardi Gras parades at both 

schools, Go Texan Day, and Valentine's Day Parties.  We spent a great deal of time working to integrate the 

communities of both schools.  Rather than two separate communities, Day School and Mother's Day Out, we 

want to come together as one - Faith Schools.  In order to do this, the Day School children paraded around the 

Faith Center gym for the younger MDO children.  Mother's Day Out's older children in the Leap Frog and Shining 

Star classrooms joined us on our very special Go Texan Day field trip to watch the trail riders pass.  We weren't 

quite brave enough to invite the younger children just yet.  We are also working to get the parents more 

involved.  For the first time, parents were invited to stay for and participate in the Valentine's Day celebrations 

at MDO - rather than simply providing food.  We also hosted a Mother's Day Out Open House so that new and old families will get to 

know the new Faith Schools Administrative Team.  As we continue to move forward in our efforts to create an excellent school 

community, we realize just how essential parental involvement in all aspects of the life of Faith Schools is.    

 

Parents become more and more involved in our work at Faith Schools each day.  One way that parents are jumping in this month is by 

volunteering for our Scholastic Book Fair.  Since we were so successful at selling books (thanks in part to the generous support of church 

members), Scholastic asked us to move up to the next Book Fair level that they offer-the case fair.  Instead of the cardboard table top set 

up that you're used to seeing on the stage, we will receive large case book displays.  This is what many larger communities, especially 

elementary schools, receive for their Scholastic Book Fairs.  We were honored to receive this invitation and hope that we will continue to 

have great Book Fair sales this month.  You can help by stopping by the Book Fair on Sunday, March 1.  We will be open throughout the 

day and will have a much larger selection of books.  Buy for yourself, your children and grandchildren, family or friends.  And of course, 

you can always purchase a book to donate to one of the Faith Schools classrooms.  Teachers will have selected books for their wish lists 

before we open on Sunday.  We host the Book Fair each year during the first week of March as part of our Lutheran Schools Week.  The 

ELEA sponsors Lutheran Schools Week as a time to reflect on our missions, to celebrate our successes, and to plan for our futures.  This 

year's theme is "Our Children . . . A Future with HOPE."    

 

In order to learn more about the work and benefits of our ELEA membership and accreditation, Jill Weiss, Director of Mother's Day Out 

and I, attended the ELEA conference in Reno, Nevada from Monday, February 23 through Thursday, February 26.  This conference 

was held in conjunction with the Association of Lutheran Development Executives Conference and provided opportunities for Jill and I to 

learn about creating deeper connections between the church/school communities, fundraising, and managing staff.  We learned a lot, 

met some great new people, and plan to incorporate what we've experienced into Faith Schools in the coming weeks. 

 

 

 

 

It’s spring break and before you leave for your trip, do you need a 

night out? Parent’s Night Out is here to give you that break! We 

accept kids from ages 6 months to 12 years old. The cost is $15 for 

one child, $10 per each additional child (same household) with a $35 

household max. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to insure 

that we have a spot for you. 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT 

March 13 @ 6:00 PM 

Faith Center 



Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet Thursday, March 5 at 

10:00 AM in the Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to join us for Bible study.  Come 

hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are 

provided. Socializing with the group is so joyful.   

 

All are welcome!!   

Women’s Ministry 
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Sunday, 

March 22 
 

Sunday, March 22 

promises to be an event 

you don’t want to miss.  

 

Wear your boots, 

cowboy hats, and jeans 

as we celebrate our 

Texas heritage and the 

conclusion of the 

Houston Livestock Show 

and Rodeo.  

 

We will experience 

“cowboy church” on this 

Sunday, including 

southern gospel music 

and a relaxed liturgy.  

 

There will also be BBQ 

for lunch with all the 

trimmings at noon.  

 

“Giddy up partner!  

The Lord be with ya’ll!” 

Texas Lutheran University  

College Bound Workshops 
  

TLU’s Center for Servant Leadership 

offers a free workshop for high school 

students and their parents to help 

answer these questions (2:00 - 4:00 PM 

on the dates listed below).   

 

The presenter, Tom Oliver, is an “insider” to the college admission process, 

having spent 25 years in admissions work at SMU, TCU, Southwestern, Trinity 

and now TLU.  

  

2015 Workshop Offerings: 

Christ Lutheran Church, Georgetown – March 8 

Christ Lutheran Church of Alamo Heights, San Antonio – March 15 

Kinsmen Lutheran Church, Houston – March 22 

 

Workshop Topics: 

� How do I search for the school that is right for me? 

� How do I fill out a strong college application? 

� How does Financial Aid work and what is the FAFSA? 

� Can you give me some tips on the Do’s and Don’ts of this process? 

� Plus time for your individual questions 

 

Drop in or reserve a space by contacting TLU’s Center for Servant 

Leadership!! 

Email: rhruza@tlu.edu | Call: (830) 372-8160  

Visit: http://www.tlu.edu/contact/church-relations/ 

 

*Also ask about our Lutheran Advantage Scholarship! 
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1 John 4:9 – “In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us.” 

  

It may seem strange to be talking about the Christmas story during 

Lent, but on this day of the Church Year, we recognize the angel 

Gabriel’s visit to Mary, when God announced to her that she would 

give birth to Immanuel, God with us.  In a very real way, God’s 

presence was with Mary.  In order for God to be with us, Jesus 

became a human like us.  He grew in a womb.  He slept in a 

manger.  He brushed against sinners daily in order to be with us. 

 

 

And then, to be with us, he lowered himself more and was raised 

on the cross.  As his mother, Mary, looked up, Jesus allowed himself 

to be burdened with our sin and to be killed in a repulsive way.  But 

in all this humility, he was earning the greatest glory.  The Son of 

God, in the flesh, laid down his life and took it up again.  Why?  To 

be with us.  His victory is beyond anything we can put into 

words.  We look forward to the day when death is defeated 

forever, when we can be in the presence of our God forever. 

  

Prayer:  Son of God, Immanuel, thank you for becoming the Virgin’s 

Son.  Thank you for coming down to be with us so that we may be 

with you forever.  Amen. 

  

(The Annunciation of Our Lord, March 25)  

Prayer Corner - God With Us 
by Peggy Porter 

 
Read 1 John 4:7-21 

Schedule of Worship for Holy Week  

March 29 
Palm Sunday Worship 

8:30 AM and 10:50 AM 

 

April 2 
Maundy Thursday Service 

11:45 AM and 7:00 PM 

 

April 3 
Good Friday Service 

7:00 PM 

 

April 4 
Saturday Easter Vigil 

8:00 PM 

 

April 5 
Easter Sunday Worship 

8:30 AM and 10:50 AM 

“Krewe of Faith Kids”  

Day School Mardi Gras Parade 
 

The students of Faith Day 

Schools participated in 

their very own Mardi Gras 

celebration to kickoff this 

year’s Lent season. The 

younger students and 

staff members gathered 

around to view this 

spectacular parade. The Day School children excitedly 

marched throughout the halls of the campus, dressed up 

in an array of colorfully decorated masks.  Traditional 

Mardi Gras beads and gifts were thrown as the Krewe of 

Faith Kids passed! 



The following is an update we recently received from Michael 

O’Keefe, Program Manager at Water to Thrive, the Lutheran-

founded non-profit organization we partnered with last year as a 

church to bring health and hope to a community in Ethiopia. As you 

know, both my children are adopted from Ethiopia. We are so 

thankful that our church rallied together to help give back to the 

country that has given us a family. Enjoy the photos of these people 

we have been a blessing to! 

 

“Here are some photos I took of your 2014 well in 

Ethiopia recently; I was there conducting spot 

inspections on a number of our projects and just 

happened to visit yours. 

 

Unfortunately, the sign wasn’t up when I was there as 

the well had only been open to the public for a couple 

of weeks. We should be receiving some more recent 

photographs from our implementing soon at which 

point I will put together your completion report on the 

project and send it to you. 

 

The project I visited 

was: 

 

Country: Ethiopia 

Region: Tigray 

District: Ah’ferom 

Site: May Abuer 

GPS Coordinates: Lat. 14.16356     Long. 39.13883 

Beneficiaries: 250+ 

 

You might be interested to know that this community 

did actually have a clean water source at one time but 

the Eritreans destroyed it when they invaded the area 

in 1998. 

 

I don’t think I’ve ever been at a site 

where the celebrations were so 

emotional. Many of the people 

present remembered what life in the 

village was like before they lost their 

only source of clean water. They had 

first-hand experience of what life is 

like with and without clean water and 

they were ecstatic to be drinking the 

good stuff again.” 

Update from Our Water Well in Ethiopia 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Recent decades have witnessed 

a decline in mainline Christian 

denominations. National polls 

reveal that the percentage of 

people in North America who 

identify themselves as Christian 

has slipped, and that a growing 

number of individuals respond 

none when asked about their 

religious affiliation. For many, 

this represents a waning 

influence of the Christian church 

on the larger and increasingly 

secular North American culture. 

Scholars often suggest that we 

have entered into a post-

Christian era.  

 

At the same time, congregations 

are rediscovering what it means 

to be a church in mission and to 

build connections with a large 

number of unchurched people 

at or near their front doors. 

These congregations 

acknowledge that the great 

commission of Jesus is at the 

heart of the church’s mission: 

“Go...make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy 

Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). For the 

Christian church to survive as 

well as thrive, it must in some 

ways return to the example of 

the early church in the New 

Testament (excerpt from Go 

Make Disciples: An Invitation to 

Baptismal Living, Augsburg 

Fortress, 2012, p. 18). Stay 

tuned for more details about 

Faith’s new approach to making 

disciples. 
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Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan  Associate Pastor 

Stacy Williams  Director of Operations  

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Jason Houlihan  Director of Faith Formation  

Kendolyn Pope  Director of Faith Schools  

Yu Cao    Office Coordinator  

J’Amie Carter   Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas  Custodian 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

FaithBellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—March 2015  

8:30 AM 

 

March 1 March 8 March 15 

 

March 22 

Acolyte Matt Schawe Lisa Rollinson JD Jones Ella DeKunder 

Crucifer Nicholas  

Groenewold 

Annika Becker Lisa Rollinson Andrew Strickland 

Lector Sara Karow Sara Karow Carol Strawn Sharon Richter 

Communion 

Assistants 

Sara Karow 

Sharon Koch 

Sara Karow 

Sharon Koch 

Jeff Addicks 

Myra Condit 

Jeff Addicks 

Myra Condit 

Asst Minister Karen Elsen Karen Elsen Bob Medlen Bob Medlen 

Ushers Sharon Richter Sharon Richter Bill Puryear 

Brian Taylor 

Bill Puryear 

Brian Taylor 

Altar Guild Susan Tallman 

Susan Layton 

Susan Tallman 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Doris Rosenbaum 

10:50 AM March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 

Acolytes Sarah Bruce 

Lauren Apollo 

Sabrina Schlather 

Nicholas Groenewold 

Lauren Apollo 

Sarah Bruce 

Nate Michaud 

Sabrina Schlather 

Communion 

Assistants 

Nancy Holmes 

Jon Holmes 

Wendy Farner 

Daniel Farner 

Roxy Funchess 

Lorah Gough 

Karen Ellison 

Diana Boihem 

Asst Minister Helen Hecht Helen Hecht Jim Cross Jim Cross 

Ushers Jennifer Cross 

Jim Cross 

Eric Lerch 

Jim Rollinson 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Nancy Holmes 

Jon Holmes 

Common Grounds Worship Worship Worship Worship 

Altar Guild Susan Tallman 

Susan Layton 

Susan Tallman 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Doris Rosenbaum 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

 

March 29 

Annika Becker 

Caleb Seitz 

Doug Elsen 

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Jo Ann Welton 

Cory Nelson 

LaRae Nelson 

Joann Welton 

Barbara Hodde 

March 29 

Sam Kennedy 

JD Jones 

Mary Jane McBride 

Susan Tallman 

Susan Tallman 

The Parkan Family 

Worship 

Joann Welton 

Barbara Hodde 



March Calendar Events 

 

1 Sunday — 8:00 AM Faith Schools Book Fair /  8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM 

Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) /6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA 

(300) 

 

2  Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309)  

 

3 Tuesday — 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200 ,201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting 

(108) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

4 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 11:45 AM Lenten Worship Service / 12:45 PM Lenten Lunch (FC) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 

6:15 PM Lenten Dinner (FC) / 6:15 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 7:00 PM Lenten Worship Service / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health 

(201) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

5 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) /  6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting  (101) / 7:30 PM Faith 

Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)  

 

6 Friday — 6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship Gathering (101) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

7 Saturday — 8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast (offsite) / 8:45 AM Food Pantry (offsite) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 

 

8 Sunday — 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive 

Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA (300) 

 

9 Monday —  9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers Parents (401) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309)  

 

10 Tuesday —9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage Teen 

Support Group (Youth Room) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA  

Men Only (300)  

 

11 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (201) / 11:45 AM Lenten Worship Service / 12:45 PM Lenten Lunch (FC) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 

6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner (FC) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 6:45 PM Bellaire Moms of Multiples (309) / 7:00 PM Lenten Worship Service / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201)  / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

12 Thursday —9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)  

 

13 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC) / 6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship Gathering (101) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) /  8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

14 Saturday —  10:00 AM Altar Guild Spring Meeting (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

15 Sunday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” & Faith Chinese Combined Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch 

(FC) / 12:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM AA (300) 

 

16 Monday — All Day Spring Break / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers  (401) /  7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 7:00 PM  Pastor Kerry Men’s Group (101) 

 

17 Tuesday — All Day Spring Break / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel /  11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Day School / MDO Board Meeting 

(101) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA  Men Only (300) 

 

18 Wednesday — All Day Spring Break / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) /  11:45 AM Lenten Worship Service / 12:45 PM Lenten Lunch (FC) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 

PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner (FC)  / 7:00 PM Lenten Worship Service / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201)  / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

19 Thursday —  All Day Spring Break / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only(300) 

 

20 Friday —  All Day Spring Break / 6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship Gathering (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

21 Saturday — 8:30 AM Lutheran Social Services Adoptive Parent Seminar (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 

 

22 Sunday — All Day Go Texan Sunday / 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 9:45 AM Learning Groups / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 

12:30 PM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Board of Worship (201) / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth 

Room) / 7:30 PM AA (300) 

 

23 Monday —  9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone– Climbers  (401) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) 

 

24 Tuesday —  9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 

7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

25 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (201) / 11:45 AM Lenten Worship Service / 12:45 PM Lenten Lunch (FC Gym) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 

309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 6:15 PM Lenten Dinner (FC Gym)/ 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 7:00 PM Lenten Worship Service / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) /7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (201)  / 

8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

26 Thursday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA Men Only  (300) /  Azalea Dinner & Auction (offsite) 

 

27 Friday —  6:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship Gathering (101) / 6:30 PM ESL Class (200) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

28 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300) 

 

29 Sunday — All Day Palm Sunday / All Day Last Day LG / 8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship / 10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship / 12:00 PM Lunch (FC) / 12:30 PM 

Faith Alive Rehearsal / 1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) / 7:30 PM AA (300) 

 

30 Monday—  9:30 AM ESL Classes (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:30 PM ESL Book Club (308) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

31 Tuesday — 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
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