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Scattered Thoughts
2

Conversation with the
Pastor
During the season of Lent we
are inviting all the people of
Faith to set aside some time to
meet with Pastor Kerry in a
small group setting.
This time the Conversations
with the Pastor are being
facilitated by the Executive
Board. There will be many
opportunities to join a small
group – most will meet in
homes, some will meet at
church. Some will be in the
evening, others during the day
for those who prefer not to
drive at night. Each gathering
will last about an hour.
There will be a sign-up table
after each worship service for
you to pick a group or you can
sign up on signup genius at
www.faithbellaire.org. We are
limiting the size of each group
to no more than 14 to best
facilitate our conversations.

by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
To write is to bring together the life experience of the writer and
the technology that allows them to capture, and then to share their
thoughts with others. All of us write every day. This really is a
miracle and it remains a very modern invention in the long history
of human beings. When people ask me what a pastor really does,
my answer is simple. “I read. I write. I talk to people.” That is about
it. It is no small thing.
This Lent at Faith is all about reading, writing, and worship. Everyone is being
challenged to read through an entire book of the Bible every week. Members of the
congregation have prepared daily devotions for us to enjoy each day. The weekly
messages on Sunday will give you an overview of each of the four gospels and the
worship on Wednesdays will help us dig more deeply into a lesson that the writer has
to teach us.
Even as I typed that last paragraph, I could sense that critical voice nagging me. You
are being too heady. You need to touch peoples’ hearts, not stuff their heads full of
information. The Christian faith isn’t about book learnin’, it is about people lovin’. No
one cares to learn more about what the gospels say, they need help in living as the
gospels invite.
Maybe, but I think we need to learn something about the Bible. Yes, there was a day
when the Bible was one of very few books in peoples’ homes. There was a day when
children learned to read and write with the Bible as their textbook. All of that was
before our time.
Instead, we are living through an explosive Information Age, the likes of which the
world has never seen. We are bombarded with information. Much of it trivial. We
experience information overload on a daily basis and no one out there - except the
church - is encouraging and leading people into biblical literacy.
As goes the famous saying: “If not now, when? If not us, who?”
So often, I remember Allen Iverson’s famous rant about practice. Practice? Practice?
We’re talkin’ about practice? The answer then, and the answer now, is YES, we are
talking about practice.
When we dig into the Bible, when we gather for worship, when we sit together in
learning groups, when we congregate as a congregation – it is all practice. The game,
what matters, what counts, is what happens in our relationships at home, at school, at
work, and in our community. Not only what happens around us, but what happens
through us. The game is played in the world, for the sake of the world.
I love another old sports cliché: Practice does not make perfect, practice makes
permanent.
No one will ever be perfect. No person, no church, no government, or nothing short of
heaven will be without need to grow, but to seek to follow Jesus without practice –
without developing a friendship with the Bible and other Christians, without gathering
for weekly worship and daily prayer, without serving others and being generous with
what we have to share – there is absolutely no way that we will play the game
anywhere close to our God-given potential.
So YES, we are having
2 a heady Lent this year. We are celebrating God using human
hands to write the Jesus story and preserve it down through the ages for us. May
God’s Spirit use our heady practice to form, shape, and set our hearts on fire.

3

Prayer Corner - “God Doesn’t Forget”

Do we remember? God has told us not to worry
about material things, to not worry if the church
shall stand or not, to remember that he is with us,
Read Luke 24:1-12
and goes to prepare a place for us. Do we remember
why we come to worship on Sunday mornings? It is
“Remember how he told you.” (Luke 24:6)
to celebrate the greatest miracle the world has ever
known! God has reversed the curse of death. Christ,
The older I get, the more I forget. I know for a fact
God himself, has taken away the sins of the world.
that I would remember more than I do if I could
remember what it was that I went into the room for He has claimed us as his people and restored us as
in the first place, rather than walking back and forth heirs of his kingdom of glory!
until it finally dawned on me!
Christ kept his word; he didn’t forget. May we
The women had the same problem; they went to the always remember that he is risen!
Alleluia!
tomb of Christ, but they had forgotten the reason
they were there in the first place. They had
forgotten that they went there to see a risen Christ, Pray: In keeping with your word,
not a dead body. Hence, they had to be reminded by dear Jesus, let me not forget whose
child I am. Amen.
the angels, “Remember how he told you.”
by Peggy Porter
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President’s Page - Getting to Work!
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts
2:42-47 NIV)
When I read the last few verses of Acts 2 above, it gives me a sense of peace. We see Jesus’ followers in
community with other believers, learning, sharing time, and meals in each other’s homes while truly enjoying each
other’s company with a caring spirit. They made personal sacrifice for those in need and this way of life was
recognized and valued by God, as verse 47 states “the Lord added to their number daily.” What a wonderful
example of the Christian church!
In the February Mountain Mover, Pastor Kerry raised the following idea in his article Scattered Thoughts. He
stated, “God loves people much more than we do. God will not entrust new people to us unless we are safe,
helpful, and a place for them. If we aren’t a good place for them, God will send them elsewhere.” I’ve heard him
raise this idea a number of times now, in council meetings, executive board meetings, and from the pulpit. It’s a
challenging statement and really makes me stop to ponder how are we, Faith Lutheran, doing in the context of that
statement and what are we doing to make sure we are that place God will entrust with new people?
It was clear God entrusted people to the “church” described in the Acts text. “…the Lord added to their number
daily.” (Acts 2:47) Therefore, their example of how they did “church” is one that the church today should take a
harder look at. What can we all learn from their way of life?
(Continue on page 4)
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Women’s Connection
Women's Connection will meet on March 9 in the Faith
Center at 11:00 AM. Everyone is welcome!
You should join us!
For more information about the Women’s Connection,
please contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com
or 281-630-8088.

(Continued from page 3)

Here are some signs for me that Faith is on the right track to being this Acts 2 church:


We have wonderful, passionate, and gifted teaching pastors. If you have not attended a Bible study conducted
by Pastor Kerry or listened to Pastor Tan tell stories of his faith journey, then you need to make a point to do
that. Why not commit your time to attend the remaining Lenten services on Wednesday evenings in March and
stay for Pastor Kerry’s Bible study immediately following service? You will be “filled with awe” and inspired by
what you hear and learn!



We share communion, the breaking of bread, and join in prayer at worship services that aspire to honor God
and inspire his people.



We share meals as a community often; every Sunday following the Gathering service and at many other special
occasions. This is a time of fellowship, for glad and sincere hearts, and for enjoying the favor of all the people.



We give of ourselves for others. Many of us serve families in need at the CCSC Gethsemane Food Pantry, at the
Back to School drive, and the Jingle Bell Express. Others manage housing needs for medical patients and their
families at Faith House or serve our guests meals. Our youth prepare and distribute meals for homeless once a
month and our members make donations for Grace Bags that are handed out to someone in need along with a
prayer that can bless someone in a small, but impactful way.



Every week in our ‘temple courts’ hundreds of people gather, either to learn at Faith School, to heal and be
healed through recovery groups, sew quilts, study God’s work, or meet together to focus on how our ministries
can better “follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love”.

That sounds like a church God will entrust new people to!
What about being a part of the Faith Lutheran Bellaire community fills you with awe, brings you back week after
week, and creates in you a glad and sincere heart? That answer varies for people, but don’t you want others to
share in these experiences we are so blessed to be a part of?
As we move through the Lenten season, please pray for those you know whose lives might be blessed by being
part of such a community as this! And then ask them to come to church with you on Easter Sunday! We are God’s
hands and feet on this earth. Let’s each do our part to show
4 them the love God has for them!

5

Easter Sunday!
5

Join us on Sunday, March 27, we will be gathering for four services to
celebrate the risen Savior! We will have a community breakfast, free
pictures with the Easter bunny, and Easter egg hunt for the kids. Come
out and worship with us!

Communi t y
Breakf ast

Holy Week Schedule
March 20

Palm Sunday Worship
8:30 (Heritage), 10:50 AM (The Gathering/Chinese), and 6:10 PM (6TEN)
March 24
Maundy Thursday Worship
11:45 AM and 7:00 PM
March 25
Good Friday Worship
7:00 PM
March 26
Saturday Easter Vigil
8:00 PM
March 27
Easter Sunday Worship
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8:30 (Heritage), 10:50 AM (The Gathering/Chinese), and 6:10 PM (6TEN)

The
mission
of Faith
Lutheran
Church
is to
follow
Jesus in
blessing
the world
with
faith,
hope, and
love.
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The Kingdom’s Mustard Seed
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by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and make nests in its branches. (Matthew 13:31-32)
People sow a mustard seed for probably one of the two reasons: to
harvest or sell mustard seeds for profit or to make his or her hot dogs,
sandwiches, and ham taste better. However, in the parable that Jesus
tells, the person who sows the mustard seed has a very odd purpose in mind. The seed
grows into a big shrub “so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.” The more I think about this parable, the more my imagination is stretched
by it.

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning
Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

From a worldly common-sense perspective, the motive of the sower does not make
much sense, but Jesus tells this strange parable not to teach us worldly common sense
wisdom. He tells this parable in order to help his followers understand how the
economy in God’s kingdom works. He tells this parable to teach his followers to live a
generous and self-forgetting lifestyle so that the world may see and experience God’s
extravagant goodness and love. He tells this story to show us how to do church in such
a radical way that people are intrigued and attracted to it, like the birds that come to
make nests in the branches of the mustard tree. Jesus tells this story to help us to
know a great and miraculous joy that comes from selfless serving and giving. Can you
imagine the smile and contentment on the face of the sower when he heard the sweet
chirping and tweeting of the birds?

Faith Lutheran is a branch on the big tree of God’s kingdom. Do you know how many
“birds” are perched on the Faith branch? Here is an incomplete list: over 160 children
attend Faith Day School and Mother’s Day Out, patients come from all over the nation
to stay at our affordable Faith House, thousands of students come to the Faith Center
to receive school supplies at CCSC’s annual Back to School event, many youth from the
community attend Faith Camp in the summer, various healing and recovery groups
such as Cornerstone Recovery and Financial Peace University meet here at Faith, and
we host Gulf Coast Regional’s blood drive every quarter. In addition to opening our
doors to the community, Faith also volunteers their time at CCSC’s emergency service
center and Sunshine Resale Shop, Faith youth group makes grace bags and lunches for
the homeless, people in recovery and their families are invited to our 6TEN service, and
Chinese immigrants, visiting scholars, and research scientists are welcome to ESL
(English as Second Language) and Faith Chinese Fellowship. Many of them have never
heard of the gospel of Jesus Christ prior to coming to Faith Lutheran.
There is a Chinese saying, 大树底下好乘凉，meaning “it is a great pleasure to sit
under the shade of a big tree.” It is an expression of the beneficiary’s gratitude toward
the benefactor. I am so proud and grateful that so many people’s lives have been
touched by the ministries of Faith. I thank God for all the good works we do here at
Faith for the benefit of others. It is great if you can plant a mustard tree, harvest
mustard seed, and use it for your mustard recipe, but it is even more wonderful when
you enjoy seeing the birds coming to make a nest in the branches of your mustard
tree. Jesus says, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) Here lies the
secret of Christian living and Christian joy.
6
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Easter
Lilies
7
In celebration of Easter, lilies will be displayed around the chancel. Lilies
may be ordered at a cost of $9; checks should be made out to Faith
Lutheran Church with Easter Lilies on the memo line. Please place checks in
the offering plate or the church office. Sign up at the display table in the
Fellowship Hall.
Deadline to order: March 22
Lilies may be picked up after Easter Sunday services. Those not picked up will be donated.
Any questions? Contact Barbara McDowell at 713-432-1071 or bjhmcd@aol.com.

Whose Offering Plate is it?
by Jon Holmes, Board of Stewardship, Chair

The purpose of this article is to encourage a new way of looking at stewardship here at Faith
Lutheran Church. I am reading the book, “Whose Offering Plate is it? New Strategies for Financial
Stewardship” by J. Clif Christopher. The book says that we must encourage generous giving, but
also sell people on the fact that the place to be most generous is “God’s Place.” Our church giving
must not be about a balanced budget. It should be about changing and saving lives!
We want to know that lives are being positively affected by our gifts. If you were at our Congregational
Meeting on Valentine’s Day, you heard about all the awesome things that were done in 2015 at Faith Lutheran
Church. Faith Camp had an attendance of over 200 people, the Jingle Bell Express was a huge success for the
community, over 400 people were at the Halloween Party, CCSC’s Back to School event was nothing short of
miraculous, the Day School is operating at more than 100% capacity with a waiting list almost as big as the
capacity, 22 baptisms in 2015 is nearly unheard of for a Lutheran church our size, and we voted to support two
local Latino missions called El Buen Pastor and Santiago Apostol.
In my opinion, our Chinese Ministry is as important as anything we do. There were over 500
people at our Chinese New Year celebration. As Pastor Tan stated “not only are we having a
Chinese service with people who are mostly new to religion, but when they leave, they will take
the gospel back to many different places around the world.” We are a place whose mission is to
bring people into life-changing relationships with Jesus Christ. These are just a sampling of the
good works done at the corner of Bellaire Boulevard and Avenue B, but the money you give to
Faith Lutheran Church is changing people’s lives and making the world a better place to live.
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National Lutheran Schools Week!
“God’s Kids, Our Kids”
March 6 - 12
On Sunday, March 6, join us as we celebrate our wonderful school
ministries. Stop by the book fair in the Fellowship Hall starting
Monday, February 29 until Sunday, March 6. This is one of their
largest fundraisers, come and support our schools!

Jesus has a special concern for children. He encouraged the persons bringing the children to him
with the words, “It is to such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14).
The children gifted with faith become examples to us all.

Parent’s Night Out
March 4 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Spring break is coming! Before you leave for your trip, do
you need a night out? Parent’s Night Out is here to give
you that break! We accept kids from ages 6 months to 12
years old. The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each
additional child (same household) with a $35 household
max. RSVP via email to PNO@faithbellaire.org to insure
that we have a spot for you.

Why is the Christian Community Service
Center’s (CCSC) Azalea Dinner worth my time
and money?
Most of us are bombarded throughout the
year with requests for our time and money.
What makes the CCSC's Azalea Dinner
especially worthy of it?

Emergency Services, JobNet, Martha’s Way, Back to
School, Vision Care, and Jingle Bell Express.

The Azalea Dinner is the CCSC’s principal fundraiser. Last
year, 30 members of Faith Lutheran attended the dinner,
filling three tables. It was a FUN night of fellowship,
silent auctioning, and mostly supporting the CCSC.

If you can’t go, here are other ways you can provide
Put simply, they live up to their mission to “serve the
support: Pay for one of Faith’s staff members to attend
poor, hungry, disabled, and otherwise needy while
(and their partner if you can), directly give to CCSC to
respecting their religious, ethnic or cultural differences.” help underwrite the event, or make a donation.
They DO this every day. Frankly, you don’t hear about
this organization all over town because they don’t spend Questions? Go to www.ccschouston.org to learn more
8
their budget on a savvy marketing firm. Rather, on a
about CCSC or contact Jennifer Cross, Faith’s liaison to
shoestring budget and largely fulfilling their mission with CCSC, at jmorencross@yahoo.com.
volunteers they HELP those in Houston through:
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Freed and Renewed
in Christ
9
“Freed and Renewed in Christ” will be the theme
used by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America's churchwide organization in its observance
of the 500th anniversary of the evangelical Lutheran
Reformation that began with the Ninety-Five Theses
that Martin Luther first made public on October 31,
1517. “500 Years of God’s Grace in Action” is a
tagline that has been incorporated with the theme into a single graphic
representation.

The theme and tagline reflect the message of Christian faith’s freedom and
a renewed life of service to others in Jesus Christ that Martin Luther
expressed in The Freedom of a Christian (1520). In that treatise Luther
famously wrote that, “A Christian is lord of all, completely free of
everything; a Christian is a servant, completely attentive to the needs of
all” (Martin Luther, The Freedom of a Christian).
(Excerpted from www.ELCA500.com)

Souper Bowl of Caring
Recap...
Thank you for all your giving this
year. More dollars have been
raised, more lives have been
changed, and the nation has
seen the impact of people
working together to help those
in need.
Thank you Faith for working to
transform the time around the
Super Bowl into the nation’s
largest celebration of giving and
serving!
Faith contributed $3,081 and
donated 247 food items!

Go TEXAN Sunday!
Sunday, March 13
“Thus all acts of a Christian are done spontaneously, out of a sense
of pure liberty. As Christians we do not seek out own advantage or
salvation because we are already fully satisfied and saved by God’s
grace through faith.”
— Martin Luther (The Freedom of a Christian)
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Sunday, March 13
promises to be an
event you don’t
want to miss. Wear
your boots, cowboy
hats, and jeans as we celebrate
our Texas heritage and the
Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo.
We will experience “cowboy
church” that will include
southern gospel music and a
relaxed liturgy. There will also
be BBQ for lunch with all the
trimmings at noon. “Giddy up
partner! The Lord be with ya’ll!”
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50+ and Mature Adult Ministry

O.W.L.S (Older but Wiser Lutherans)
Card Game Tournament and Potluck
March 19 @ 2:30 PM
Fellowship Hall
Are you a professional Poker, Bridge, or Canasta card
player? Come and test your skills at the 2016 Card Game
Tournament. We will have prizes for the top three winners!
Also, bring your best potluck snack to share with everyone
and of course any mature adults are invited.
To sign up for this event, email info@faithbellaire.org or
sign up on the back of the connection card!

Chinese New Year’s Lookback!
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The Vigil
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner,
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
11

Holy Week is the focal point of the entire Christian year. Three
days in particular create the dramatic storyline of Easter:
Maundy Thursday (March 24), Good Friday (March 25), and
Easter Vigil (March 26). The services of Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Easter Vigil unfold like three movements of a single
composition as the church makes its annual passage with Christ
through death into life. This year marks the fourth year that Faith will gather for
the Saturday evening Easter Vigil since reviving it in 2012.
Going to church on Saturday night before Easter Sunday may seem a little odd.
Typically Saturday is a nice break after a busy Holy Week schedule. However,
much of the Easter cycle as we know it today, including Lent, has been shaped
with the assumption that the Easter Vigil is the most significant liturgy of the
year. With “strong signs” and “powerful words” on “this wondrous night,” the
Easter Vigil is a contemporary version of what St. Augustine described as the
greatest feast of the year, “the mother of all holy vigils,” a night on which “the
whole world is awake and watchful.” St. Augustine himself was baptized as an
adult at the Easter Vigil in 387.

2016 Faith Lutheran
Church Council
Don Hodde, President
Beth Bruce, Vice President
Wendy Farner, Second Vice President
Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer
Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Secretary
Joann Welton, Recording Secretary
Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality, Chair

Lent is traditionally the season of preparation for baptism, and Easter Vigil is the
culmination of the preparation. Throughout the history of the church, Easter Vigil
has been a chief occasion for Christian baptismal initiation. The service itself is a
theologically rich occasion for baptism. The renewal of individuals in the waters
of baptism is seen in the vigil as part of the same divine activity that creates and
renews God’s ancient people and the entire creation, often through water. The
biblical texts in the Easter Vigil service include many of these stories: the earth
emerges from water in the creation and is reborn through the flood; the people
of Israel are reborn into freedom through the waters of the sea; Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego appear reborn out of the fire.
Since Lent is a season of baptismal preparation, historically the church abstains
from baptizing candidates during that time. Instead, candidates for baptism are
being instructed and trained in the ways of Christian discipleship during the
season of Lent. Their journey of preparation finds its culmination at Easter Vigil.
Why is getting baptized at the Easter Vigil so important? Quite simply, at the
Easter Vigil we remember Christ’s transition from death to resurrected life in a
dramatic way. Baptism is our communal connection to Christ’s death and
resurrection and there is no better time to enter the waters than the day we
celebrate Jesus’ triumph over sin and death forever.
The Easter Vigil takes the stories of creation,
renewal, rebirth, and resurrection, and, at the
font, pours them over the baptismal candidates,
immersing them in water and the word. The
service will be a wonderful opportunity to
reflect on and give thanks for one’s own baptism
into the death and resurrection of Christ. Please
join us for the Easter Vigil on Saturday, March
26, at 8:00 PM.
11
(Excerpted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (p. 247) and Worship
Guidebook
for Lent and Three Days (p. 142-145)

Evangeline Dai, Hospitality
Roxy Funchess, Community Life, Chair
Terry Amundson, Community Life
Elaine Gabriel, Parish Education, Chair
Dave Gohlke, Parish Education
Tom Dorman, Property, Chair
Art Grove, Property
Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, Chair
Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry
Jon Holmes, Stewardship, Chair
Brian Taylor, Stewardship
Joye Roll, Worship, Chair
Andy Wang, Worship
Terri Schlather, Youth and Family, Chair
Yvonne Moody, Youth and Family
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Follow the Leader
by Jason Houlihan,12
Director of Faith Formation

For years, my dad has been saying, “leaders are readers” and “the best pastors, CEO’s, and
professionals read at least one non-fiction book per month.” I try my best to read non-profit
governance and leadership books, but from time to time I find myself diving into books such as,
“Bossypants” by Tina Fey and “Cruel Shoes” by Steve Martin! At the end of 2015, while listening to
a podcast, I heard another adage, “a good leader is also a good follower.” What does it mean to be
a good follower? We are, after all, people who profess to follow Jesus. From this vantage point, we
are all followers of Jesus, allowing him to transform our values and beliefs so that our hearts may churn with
compassion for the sake of the world.
Think of Joshua when he followed Moses for more than forty years before he led the children of Israel into the
promised land or even Elisha who by serving Elijah for ten years and grew to be a leader who performed even
more miracles. Even the Apostle Peter followed Jesus for three years before him and his fellow-disciples “turned the
world upside down.” (Acts 17:6)

Faith Camp Early Bird Discount
Ends April 1!
Register TODAY!






For kids who are ages 5 - 12 by this
summer
$130 per child/per week
(each week will be different)
Early bird discount of $10 off per
child ends on April 1, 2016
Sibling discount! $5 off per sibling
who attends Faith Camp
Bring a NEW friend to Faith Camp
for $5 off per *friend
(*has never attended Faith Camp)







Pizza on Wednesday is FREE!
$30 off if you register for all three
weeks
Current 7 - 8th graders - Support
Staff application open until March
31, 2016
Current 9 - 12th graders - Paid Staff
application open until March 31,
2016

To sign up for Faith Camp, go to
www.faithbellaire.org and look for Faith
Camp under the “Learning” tab.

Moreover, being a good follower demands that we become aware of our own limitations. From this perspective, we
are all followers of a path to making a difference in the world. Leaders are asking people to follow a process and it is
in this way that leaders should always think of themselves as followers first. As a follower, I’ve sought out other
leaders in the church who might help us at Faith to expand our capacity and the families God will entrust to us. More
on those conversations will be shared as we continue to seek and digest the data we’ve received. The one thing that
stays on my mind is that supporting parents may be complex and multi-faceted, but parenting support at minimum
should be flexible, meet the felt needs of parents, and be non-stigmatizing.
Furthermore, while we all need encouragement, one of the interesting things I’ve discovered as I listen to parents is
their sense of failing. Think about it, where do parents hear that they are doing a good job? Their local school? No,
parents tell me all they get are lists of things they “should” do next year. What about talk shows? Nope, the focus is
on highlighting deficiencies parents are facing with their children. What about the books they read? When is the last
time you read a book that said, “You are doing a good job as a parent?” We have a unique opportunity at church to
shower our parents with encouragement for what they are doing right with their children each day. It is a felt need in
12
the heart of every parent to hear that they are doing a good job and we’ve got plenty of veterans to let parents know
that “the crazy, the crying, the cuddles, the screaming, the scared, the minutes, the magic, and all the mess is all part
of it and all worth it.”
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Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, March 3 at 10:00 AM
in the Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come hungry! Bring
your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are provided. Socializing with the
group is so joyful. All are welcome!

Recognizing our Youth!
A special thank you to all the middle and high school youth who made treats for the Faith House and delivered
lunches to the homeless in downtown Houston! What you do is a blessing to all who get to witness and receive
your wonderful service and gift!
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Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or
class has been
scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to
our facilities are locked during office
hours.



March 6-12, 2016


We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and intercom
system at the office doors to the
administrative wing. The office staff
will buzz you in if the office doors
are locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors are
locked during the week. It’s a matter
of security for staff, visitors, the Day
School, and Mother’s Day Out. The
facility is large, and if all the doors
are unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in.
Thank you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office hours.

Lutheran Schools Week

Faith Schools’ Spring Book Fair
Sunday, February 28 - March 6 @ 8:30 AM
Music Room



Go Texan Sunday
Sunday, March 13



Sacraments Class
Saturday, March 19 @ 9:00 AM
Conference Room and Library



Community Easter Brunch
Sunday, March 27 @ 9:45 AM
Faith Center Gym
If you have any questions about upcoming events,
please email info@faithbellaire.org.

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org
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15
15
8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—March 2016
March 6

March 13

March 20

March 27

Acolyte

Dillion Williams

Alice Tian

Andrey DeKunder

Andy Allen

Crucifer

Sabrina Schlather

Lyle Jares

Ella DeKunder

Annika Becker

Lector

Bob Medlen

Joann Welton

Mardi Mayerhoff

Troy Becker

Communion
Assistants

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Tom Dorman
Scott Ramsey

Doug Elsen
Scott Ramsey

Asst Minister

Bob Medlen

Joann Welton

Don Hodde

Don Hodde

Ushers

Bill Freeman
Art Grove

Bill Puryear
Doug Elsen

Bill Puryear
Brian Taylor

Carl Watson

Altar Guild

Diana Freeman
Dorothy Rosenbaum

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Joann Welton
Barbara Hodde

10:50 AM

March 6

March 13

March 20

March 27

Acolytes/Crucifer

Andy Allen
Sam Kennedy

Ying Stock-Bordnick

Dylan McGouldrick
JD Jones

Dillion Williams
Lisa Rollinson

Communion
Assistants

Michael Farner
Dave Farner

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Kelley Keller
Helen Hecht

Asst Minister

Susan Tallman

Helen Hecht

Helen Hecht

Michael Farner

Ushers

Cross Family

Dave and Wendy Farner

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Lerch Family

Altar Guild

Diana Freeman
Dorothy Rosenbaum

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Anna Stock
Diana Freeman

Joann Welton
Barbara Hodde

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan15Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian

Mon

7
All Day Lutheran Schools Week
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Univ. (101)

14
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Univ. (101)

21
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Univ. (101)

28
All Day Easter Monday
All Day Church Office Closed
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
6:30 PM Financial Peace Uni. (101)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

Sun

6
All Day Lutheran Schools Week
8:30 AM Faith Schools Book Fair (FH)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night

13
All Day Go Texans Sunday
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 PM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “Combined Services (Sanc)
12:00 PM Lunch (gym)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (FC 400,401)

20
All Day Palm Sunday
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal
9:45 PM Learning Groups
9:45 AM Hospitality Board Meet (FH)
10:50 AM Com. Life Board Meet (FH)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Property Board Meet (FH)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM HS Night (400,401)

27
All Day Easter Sunday
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship
9:45 AM Comm. Easter Brunch (Gym)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

1

16

15

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

29

22
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Faith House Board Meet (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

All Day MM Article Due
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Meeting (101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

30
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Service (Sanc)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

23
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

16
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Service (Sanc)
12:30 PM Lunch (gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:15 PM Dinner (gym)
7:00 PM Lent Service (Sanc)
7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9
All Day Lutheran Schools Week
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (lob)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Service (Sanc)
12:30 PM Lunch (gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:15 PM Dinner (gym)
7:00 PM Lent Service (Sanc)
7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

2
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Lent Service (Sanc)
12:30 PM Lunch (FC Gym)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:10 PM Dinner (FC Gym)
6:15 PM Social Ministry Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM Lent Service (Sanc)
7:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Wed

31
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

24
All Day Maundy Thursday
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
11:45 AM Maundy Service (Sanc)
1:30 PM Palmer Program (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Maundy Service (Sanc)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

17
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

10
All Day Lutheran Schools Week
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

3
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting
(101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Thu

All Day Good Friday
7:00 PM Good Friday Service
(Sanc)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

All Day Lutheran Schools Week
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM PNO (Gym)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
Gathering (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

25

18

11

4

5

All Day Easter Saturday
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
8:00 PM Easter Vigil (FC)

9:00 AM Sacraments Class (101)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

26

19

12
All Day Lutheran Schools Week
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
9:00 AM Spring Altar Guild Meet.
(FH)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

16

8
All Day Lutheran Schools Week
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200,201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Meeting (108)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

March 2016 - Calendar of Events
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