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Scattered Thoughts 
by Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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Recently we had a gathering of our congregational prayer chain to thank Peggy Porter for 10+ years of 

diligent service in this quiet ministry in our life together.  Every Sunday, Peggy sorts through the prayer 

requests that come in from our Connection Cards, collates them, and sends them on to the people who 

participate in our intercessory prayer circle. 

 

As we thanked Peggy for her leadership,  she talked about how this felt like a “calling” to her.  When 

presented with the opportunity to lead, she said it wasn’t something that she was sure she could do but 

she felt compelled to give it a try.  She discovered that she loves it. She has proven the willingness to go 

above and beyond—she writes an article for the newsletter, she makes arrangements to get information 

when she is out of town.  She makes the ministry happen. 

 

As I listened to people sharing their experience of working with Peggy I thought of all the other little quiet 

volunteer opportunities here at Faith.  We have never taken the time to list all of the hours that are given 

every week.  There is no way to capture the random acts of kindness and the general care that happens 

between people outside of “official” church stuff. Yet I know it happens on a daily basis. 

 

What is your ministry?  What is your calling? 

 

Someone once taught me the formula for ministry looks like this: 

 

A need + Our passion and capacity to meet it = A calling 

 

We always want to welcome new volunteers to the ministries of Faith.  Here is a quick list: 

• People to serve on the weekly email prayer chain 

• People to serve as Faith House volunteers 

• People to serve as Homebound Communion ministers 

• People to serve as ushers, greeters, worship assistants, and acolytes 

• People to serve monthly at the Gethsemane Food Pantry 

• People to serve as a positive adult presence at Faith Camp 

• People to serve as Learning Group leaders 

• People to serve with the Property Guys 

• People to serve by singing in the Faith Choir 

• People to serve by operating the technology we use in worship 

 

So how do you decide where to serve?  One way is to spend three Sundays with Laura Swanson in the 

“Discovering Self” class we offer each season of learning.  The next one starts on June 9.  Learning more 

about ourselves can trigger a desire to use our gifts in new ways. 

 

What do you love to do, or what have you always wanted to try?  Wardie Lewis, retired from a career in 

the logistics/shipping business, was looking for an opportunity to serve.  He has become a great Faith 

House Volunteer.  The Faith House Board wanted to add a volunteer “communications” position to do 

things like create a quarterly newsletter.  Kelley Keller majored in journalism at Texas A&M.  A great 

match.   

 

What would you like to see improved in the life of Faith?  Recently a new member offered some 

suggestions regarding Sunday morning hospitality.  They have now volunteered to get involved with our 

usher teams.  We have some new young parents serving in our learning ministries and our youth and 

family program because they want to help create the best opportunities we can for families. 

 

One of our core values is “discipleship over membership.”  Disciples are faithful stewards of their time, 

talents, and treasures.  Is God calling you to new adventures in service at Faith?  We need you. 

Bishop Michael 

Rinehart to 

Join Us in 

Worship 
Sunday, May 19 

 

The Rev. Michael  

Rinehart, soon to 

be elected to a 

second six year 

term as Bishop of 

the TX/LA Gulf 

Coast Synod of the 

ELCA, will be with 

us in worship on 

May 19. 

 

Prior to his 

election as Bishop, 

Rev. Rinehart 

served 

congregations in 

Iowa, North 

Carolina, and 

Conroe, TX.  He is 

married with two 

children. 

 

Bishop Rinehart  

brings great 

passion for helping 

the church be an 

effective witness 

to “Jesus’ way of 

being in the world” 

today.  He is a 

wonderful 

preacher, 

musician, and 

writer and we are 

excited to 

celebrate 

Pentecost Sunday 

with him. 
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During Holy Week in late March we launched the web 

streaming of our worship services online. It took us a few 

weeks to get some of the bugs fixed, but we are increasingly 

improving the quality of the broadcast every week. We were 

blessed with a very generous gift from one of our members 

that made this additional technology possible. 

 

For those that are a little on the geeky side, the project 

included two new key pieces of equipment. The first was a 

Sony BRC-300 video camera and the second was a Roland VR

-5 video mixer. The Sony video camera is mounted on the 

edge of the choir loft and has powerful zoom capabilities 

that can hone in on the chancel area. It also can pan all around the sanctuary and has six preset scenes 

that allow us to pick areas in the room we want the camera to record often in the service (like the pulpit, 

table, lectern, and choir loft). This camera is a significant step up from the consumer grade handheld 

camcorder that we used previously. The Roland video mixer takes the signal from the Sony camera, and 

the signal from our video projection computer that displays words and videos during the service, and 

mixes those two together. Other new equipment in the project included a console desk, mount for the 

video camera, audio speakers, and all the cabling and devices to make the gear work together. 

 

Don Hodde is the man behind the scenes! He 

is learning the equipment and how it 

functions. His role on Sunday is to mix the 

video and audio signal and ensure that it gets 

broadcast to the website successfully. You can 

watch the live broadcast online every Sunday 

at 9:00 and 11:15 AM. The address is 

live.faithbellaire.org (you can also find the 

link on the homepage of our church website). 

Be sure to share this link with family and 

friends that live out of town when there are 

baptisms, confirmations, or other special 

times that you want to share. This live video 

webcast will also be available for weddings, 

funerals, and other special events we host in 

the sanctuary at Faith. 

 

We are already having viewers tune in from 

around the world. We had five viewers watch 

the services online on Easter Sunday (our 

first Sunday to try out the new technology). 

We’ve had viewers as far away as France and 

the Caribbean join us online on Sunday 

mornings. 

 

We are excited about this new technology 

and the opportunities for reaching more 

people with the ministry of worship at Faith. 

Check it out the next time you are sick or out 

of town on a Sunday morning! 

Watch Worship Services Live Online 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Gohlke family streaming Sunday 

morning worship in Antigua! 



If we are Facebook friends, then you saw my frantic postings a few weeks ago about needing to find my 

dog, Rudy, a new home. It was heartbreaking for me and my family to be forced to give her up after five 

years. Rudy has been a terrific dog - that one in a thousand “Old Yeller” or “Benji” kind. However, after 

she terrorized my neighbor’s pets, our Homeowners Association insisted that we find her a new home. 
 

I heard horror stories about shelters who give you hope for adoption, but because of overcrowding, are 

forced to put dogs down daily. It was an emotionally exhausting week trying to “Save Rudy!” 
 

I worked at Lord of Life Lutheran in The Woodlands prior to coming to Faith. Because I live by the Galleria 

and would be at church so many nights, they let me bring Rudy to work with me one to two days a week. 

They knew her when I adopted her from the SPCA five years ago, and when those folks saw my Facebook 

posts, they really came through for me. My friend Bill Tomarelli said, “Jennifer, I am going to be your Obi 

Wan Kenobi.  I’m going to be your only hope.” 
 

That struck me as not only clever, but also well timed, as I had just attended Cornerstone’s Awakening.  

This is a biannual event for teens, young adults, and parents who have worked really hard on their AA 

steps, stayed clean and sober, and are ready to graduate out of the Cornerstone program. It was moving 

to hear them talk about the struggles of their recovery, their reconciled relationships and family, and 

their nervous hope for the future. All of them began the program at a point in their life when they 

needed an “Obi Wan Kenobi,” not a Jedi Master per se, but a Savior who loves the unloveable, gives 

hope to the hopeless, and new life to the seemingly dead.   
 

I didn’t know that half of the AA steps involve God. They include (some paraphrasing here) 

understanding that only God can restore us to sanity, making a decision to turn our will and lives over to 

God, confessing to God and others where we have wronged, praying expectantly for God to heal us, and  

being a blessing to others through what God has done in our lives.  Aren’t these also steps for being a 

disciple of Christ? 
 

The Book of Mark tells us that Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners.” In context, that was a jab at the Scribes and Pharisees, but it 

applies to us as well. Life is hard. And we are fallen people living in a fallen world. We were created and 

saved by a God that wants to be in relationship with us. I am reminded of David at the end of his rope 

when his charm, power, and position were not enough to save him. He cried out in Psalm 42, “Why are 

you downcast, O my soul? . . . Put your hope in God!” 
 

In the midst of the turmoil of life and in the mire of our own sin, one simple prayer offers us the promise 

of rescue and deliverance. “Help me, Lord Jesus. You’re my only hope!”  
 

Blessings on your head, 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 
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We are very excited to announce our children’s choir for elementary aged kids (K-5). Rehearsals are at 

9:00 AM during The Gathering service in the Faith Center on May 5 and 12. The first presentation will be 

on Sunday, June 2. 

 

Parents may drop off your children before going into church. You can either pick your children up at the 

end of service or at 9:45 AM if you want your children to receive communion. We look forward to a fun 

time and wonderful presentation during worship on June 2! 

SonShine Kids Childrens Choir 
by Kate Mitsakis and Megan Paulson 
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Where Can Your Family Connect at Faith? 
There is Something for Everyone 

 

Young Families = Single or partnered parents of infants, babies, and toddlers. 
• Every Sunday morning from 10:15 - 11:00 AM in room #155. 

• Next Family Social in June.  Watch for details. 
 

Elementary School Families = Single or partnered parents with children PreK-5th grade. 
• May 31 - Chinese Dumpling Making at the Stock-Bordinick’s home. 

 

High School Families = Youth in grades 9-12 and their folks. 
• Feeding the Homeless - 3rd Sunday of Every Month. 

• May 11 - Wakeboarding.  $35 + lunch.  11:30 AM - 3:30 PM.  $35 to Jennifer by May 5. 

• June 2 - A Day at the Beach. 

• July 20 - Schlitterbahn in Galveston. 
 

Faith Families = Anyone of any age, marital status, kid status, etc. This is for EVERYONE. 
• May 10 - Family Sports Night. 

• June 14 - Family Art Night. 

• August 9 - Family Game Night. 

• September 27 - Family “Minute to Win It” Game Night. 

• October 25 - Family Trunk or Treat. 

 

For more information on these events, contact Jennifer Finley at the church office. 

Take “Stock” in Our High School Ministry 
 

Beginning Sunday, May 12 through May 26, our High Schoolers 

attending the Summer Mission Trip to the Ozark Mountains will be 

selling “Stock Certificates.” 
 

For $25 per share, you will be given a certificate, a badge to show your 

generosity and support of our youth ministry, AND one seat to the 
 

Stockholder’s Dinner 

Sunday, September 8, 2013 
 

At the Stockholder’s Dinner, participants will tell about their 

experiences from the mission trip and give a presentation. The event is 

for Stockholders only. 
 

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support. 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES!! 
We want to celebrate with you on Sunday, May 26! 

 

We will be recognizing all of our graduates at each worship service. 

Even if you will be out of town for Memorial Day, we would like to include you and your 

accomplishment. 

 

If you are graduating from High School, College, Grad School, Tech School, Boot Camp, or other, 

please contact Jennifer Finley at the church office by May 19 if you would like to be included. 

 

High School grads, look for an invitation to attend a breakfast for you and your parents 

and a gift from your Faith Family that morning. 
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How Aware Are You? 
 

The first week in May is National Children's Mental Health Awareness Week -- which is a great idea 

because for children, as for all of us, good mental health is just as important as good physical health. 

So -- how aware are you?  
 

Did you know that ... 
 

Mental illness is very common in children. One in five children suffers from some sort of mental 

health problem. They range from attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder and autistic disorders to 

things that we tend to associate more with adults, like anxiety and depression.  
 

The signs of mental health problems may be different in kids. When we think of mental illness, we 

tend to think of people acting either really sad or really strange. But that's not how mental illness looks 

most of the time -- especially in kids. In kids, the first signs may be things like changes in appetite, 

acting worried or less interested in activities, trouble sleeping, dropping grades, or taking unnecessary 

risks. Some of these behaviors could be easy to dismiss as "a phase" or "being a teenager," and 

parents might not take it seriously or seek help. Which is too bad, because ... 
 

Intervening early helps. It's true for physical problems, and it's true for mental illness as well. That's 

why it's always better to call your doctor if your child has any kind of behavior change that worries you 

and lasts more than a few days. Parents often worry about the stigma of mental health problems, or 

just don't want to believe that it's happening to their child. But very often we can turn things around 

more quickly and easily if we catch them early, because ... 
 

Treatment makes a difference. We've come a long way when it comes to mental health. Not only do 

we understand more about what causes it, we understand more about how to treat it. Through 

counseling and other behavioral therapies, family support and sometimes medication, we can often 

make life much better for the child and family. The only problem is ... 
 

Children often don't get the care they need. There are consequences to that, because, left 

unaddressed, the outcomes for kids with serious mental health issues are often poor. Many of them 

drop out of school, have difficulties maintaining healthy relationships and stable employment and 

housing, and get involved with the juvenile and criminal justice systems.  
 

Which is why ... Children’s mental health matters – to ALL of us! 
 

Above info is based on: http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/health/mdmama/2012/05/

its_childrens_mental_health_awareness_week--how_aware_are_you.html blog entry by Dr. Claire 

McCarthy, May 7, 2012. http://txchildren.org/Images/Interior/briefing%20papers/

children_mental_health_check_up_texas.pdf for more information: http://www.aacap.org/cs/root/

facts_for_families facts_for_families_keyword_alphabetical 

National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 
by Dr. Claire McCarthy 

Bring the whole family out to enjoy an evening of family sports, right here at Faith. Where no one gets 

picked last and everyone is a winner! On May 10, 2013 @ 6:45 PM. 

 

Dinner and S’mores 

Kickball, Volleyball, Sports for All Ages 

Both Indoor and Outdoor   

Family Sports Night and  Much S’more! 



Quilting Update: Lutheran World Relief In-Gathering 
by Diana Rettig, LWR Quilters 
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Rebecca-Ruth Circle will meet on May 2 at 10:00 AM. Please join us!  

 

For questions, call Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca-Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will meet on Tuesday, May 7 at 9:30 AM. We are going to work on the historical 

scrap book again (probably in the library). Everyone is welcome! You should join us! For more 

information about the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088. 

The small group that meets most Wednesdays for quilting has usually made quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief.  The quilts are boxed and shipped at Easter time at an event known as the “In-

Gathering for LWR” which is hosted by Epiphany Lutheran in Jersey Village.  Lutheran churches from 

all over the central to southeast quadrant of Texas bring their quilts and other project kits to be 

loaded on an 18-wheel tractor trailer for shipment to the LWR warehouse in Baltimore, Maryland.  (A 

few years ago, the fully loaded trailer weighed in at over 36,500 pounds.) 

 

As we gave most of the quilts (105) last year to CCSC Emergency Services Center and street people, 

with a few given to Faith House, we had to really work to make some for the “In-Gathering.”  We 

managed to make two dozen for LWR which were delivered by Jean and Marat Bandemer and 

another dozen were taken to CCSC. 

 

The quilt group has been slowly changing.  We might work a little slower, but we laugh and yak a 

little more, take coffee breaks and have infrequent lunches together.   If you can tie a simple knot 

like a shoe lace, we’d love to have you join us. 

 

On behalf of the quilting group, I want to thank all who support our efforts with various donations of 

fabric and notions.   Please remember we can always use torn or stained sheets, drapes, blankets, 

and mattress pads for inside the quilts. 

 

“'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.'" Matthew 

25:40 

Play Golf!  

Change a Life! Lutheran Social Services is hosting the 24th Annual Tomorrow’s Child Golf Benefit on 

Monday, June 17 at Black Horse Golf Club. Join us for a day of fun including an 18-hole scramble, 

lunch, awards, and prizes! This event raises funds and awareness for Krause Children’s Center, a 

treatment home for abused and neglected children in the Houston area. You can register online at 

www.KrauseChildrensCenter.org/Golf or contact Amanda Aguirre at 800-938-5777 or 

Amanda.Aguirre@LSSS.org.  

24
th

 Annual Tomorrow’s Child Golf Benefit  
by Amanda Aguirre, Lutheran Social Services of the South 
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Read John 3:1-17 

  

John 3:3: "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

  

Despite all of our technological and medical 

advances, the death rate among human beings 

remains 100 percent.  Immortality is beyond the 

grasp of everyone.  We cannot enter the kingdom 

of God on our own.  We must receive a new life -- 

not from the earth but from above, from our 

heavenly Father. 

  

This life comes to us only through his Son.  Out of 

great love for us, Jesus was given, "that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life" (v. 16).  Jesus died our death to conquer our 

mortality and our sin.  In him, we know that God is 

on our side; we are not condemned but saved. 

  

As the Spirit hovered over the waters at creation, 

so also the new life of Jesus is given to us by the 

Holy Spirit in baptism (v. 5).  We are birthed at the 

font by water and the Word, joined to Jesus' 

death and given to share his resurrection life, 

which has no end (Romans 6:3-5).  This is all God's 

doing.  Just as our first birth did not occur as a 

result of our choosing, so our being born again is 

not our decision but the gracious work of God 

alone.  To him be all the glory!   

 

Pray: Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the 

undivided Unity.  Let us give glory to God, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, who has shown mercy to 

us.  Amen. 

A New Life in the Trinity 
by Peggy Porter 

Stewardship Corner 

by Jim Brekke, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“And you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which 

you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to 

the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name.” Deuteronomy 26:1-2 

 

"We’ve now made it halfway through the six characteristics of a biblical giver. So far we have learned 

about the importance of being regular, intentional, and generous. This month we will focus on the 

fourth characteristic: being first. Giving first - or “first-fruits giving”-- means giving to God first and living 

off of the rest for the day-to-day needs and wants. The opposite of giving first is to take care of the 

needs and wants of life first and give God the leftovers." (Ref:  Christina Ferguson, Stewardship Corner, 

May, 2012)  

 

This reminds me of the ritual my wife Sherrill and I go through when we go to a restaurant.  Sherrill 

always offers me the first bite of her food.  I'm always amazed (and pleased) by this and I then 

reluctantly do the same, as I'm still an apprentice at sharing my food.  Now imagine if this were to 

happen in the opposite order.  That is, how would she feel if I finished everything I wanted and then 

offered her a taste of that very last bite that I couldn't finish.  Not nearly as meaningful, right?  In fact, 

she might be rightly insulted.  Notwithstanding community leftovers (which I always appreciate), this 

"giving first" approach feels by far the best.  By "giving first," do we risk going hungry?  Not likely.  The 

mound of food is often more than we should eat anyway. 

 

So how does this dinnertime ritual of "giving first" play out with stewardship?  With our contributions to 

the church, just like giving that first bite of food to our spouse at a fancy meal, "giving first" to the 

offering plate enriches the stewardship experience.  We're telling ourselves that we don't need that first 

bite, so we effectively put it in the offering plate and make do with the remainder.  With budget 

pressures, "making due" could cause us to adjust our lifestyle.  But we're committing to a lifestyle that 

fits whatever we bring home AFTER "giving first."  We're gaining that meaningful feeling of giving away 

that first bite of our favorite dish.  What a feeling!  (Now are there any leftovers?)   

 

Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will 

be filled with plenty and your vats will be bursting with wine. Proverbs 3:9-10 



25
th

 Anniversary Celebration for Pastor Kerry 
by Myra Condit, Celebration Committee Chair 
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Here at Faith we participate in the All-Lutheran Candle Lighting for Mental Illness during the month of 

October when we light candles and pray for persons with mental illness and for their families.  That is 

why we have a team of candle lighters that participate in the Greater Houston NAMIWalks in May.  

 

NAMIWalks will be held on Saturday, May 4 

at Tranquility Park in Houston at 8:00 AM.   

“Faith Candle Lighters” will again be 

walking. Jesus' ministry was one of total 

acceptance and love. As the church, we 

emulate Jesus' love and way of life as we 

care for those people living with and 

affected by mental illness and brain 

disorders.  

 

The ELCA Disability Ministries now partners 

with Pathways to Promise to assist faith 

communities to work effectively with 

persons with mental illness/brain disorders and their families, to educate, and combat stigma.  

NAMIWalks is a way to combat stigma.  Your participation is NAMIWalks is a way of showing our 

brothers and sisters with mental illness that they will not walk alone.  

 

Will you join us this year? NAMIWalks is the largest mental health education and fundraising effort in 

America. NAMIWalks brings together thousands of individuals and supporters to celebrate recovery 

from mental illness, honor those who have lost their lives to mental illness, help raise funds, combat 

stigma, and promote awareness. There is no registration fee, but you are encouraged to request 

sponsors. If you can not participate, you can sponsor a walker to support the efforts of NAMI in Harris 

County.  

 

Direct link is: http://namiwalks.nami.org/Faith 

 

Click on “Walk With Us” to join the team or “Support Us” to make a donation. If you have any 

questions, contact Linda Lamb (713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com). 

Faith Candle Lighters 

by Linda Lamb, Board of Social Ministries member 

On Saturday, June 1 we will have a celebration dinner in recognition of the 25
th

 Anniversary of Pastor 

Kerry’s Ordination. There will be a reception, dinner, program, and entertainment for everyone 

beginning at 5:30 PM.  Mark this on your calendar now, so that we can have you and your family there 

to show Pastor Kerry how much we appreciate him and all that he does for our congregation. On 

Sunday, June 2 there will be a special guest preacher in worship and an expanded brunch between the 

services so that everyone can visit with Pastor Kerry. 
 

By now you have probably received a letter inviting you to give towards the cost of the gift to Pastor 

Kerry from the congregation. We ask that your contribution to the gift fund be mailed or brought to the 

church office no later than the May 17. Everyone is invited to also send a personal note with thanks or 

remembrances of some special time you have shared with Pastor Kerry. We ask that these notes please 

get to the church office as quickly as possible so that we can put them into a special memory book to be 

presented to Pastor Kerry on Saturday evening during the program. 
 

You will also be receiving an invitation to the celebration on June 1 and we kindly ask that you RSVP to 

the church office as soon as you receive your invitation. The meal will be catered and we will need to 

turn in a count to the caterer by May 24. If you have any questions you may contact Myra Condit at  

713-771-5676 or mcondit1943@gmail.com. 
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Mission Moment—Called Into the World, Together 

by Christine Donahue, Gulf Coast Synod Mission Interpreter Coordinator  

Abel Makungwe is the field officer for the Lutheran malaria program in Zambia. One of his best tools is a 

little flat stick that costs just about one dollar. 

 

That little plastic stick is in the main part of a malaria test kit that’s perfect for the open clinics that Abel 

holds in rural areas far from hospitals or clinics. 

 

Here’s how it works: Someone comes to the open clinic table, and Abel 

pricks her finger to draw a tiny drop of blood. He puts the drop in the 

tester, and the results are clear just 15 minutes later. If two lines show up 

in the window on the tester, she has malaria- and if so, Abel reaches into 

his supplies and gets her started on effective medicine right then and there. 

 

These inexpensive test kits – Rapid Diagnostic Tests, to give them their 

proper name – make it possible for Abel, as well as many pastors and other 

volunteers he has trained, to test and treat people in the villages and in rural churches, close to those 

who are most vulnerable.  

 

Abel and the others he has trained always start with education, 

teaching people in and through the churches about the importance of 

early testing and treatment. 

 

That’s the key to the work of the ELCA Malaria Campaign. We believe 

God is calling us into the world, together. Together, we can do so much 

more than any of us could do alone, and Abel’s work is living proof. 

Because of our church-to-church connections, we’re able to reach 

people right where they live- and we’re able to break down some surprising barriers. 

 

A village leader explains, “People used to be scared to have their blood tested for malaria because they 

thought it was going to be used for Satanism. But now, after the malaria education we had at the 

church, they are more than willing.”  

 

That leader was the first one in line to be tested at Abel’s open clinic. He says, “We thank the church for 

bringing this program to our area. Please continue with the good spirit of having a heart for the poor. 

Thank you!” 

 

People like Abel Makungwe are working hard every day to make malaria history – teaching, testing, and 

treating as many people as they can, and training more volunteers to join them in their work. Your 

support is helping people who are at risk for this treatable, preventable disease- and they’re already 

saving lives. Thank you!  

 

For more information, visit: www.elca.org/malaria. 

Affirmation of Baptism / Confirmation Sunday, May 5  
 

We will celebrate the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism with the following teens and their families on May 

5 at both 9:00 and 11:15 AM services. Confirmands this year are: 

 

Annabelle Allen, Alex Baerenwald, Marlaena Dobbins,  

Harrison Funchess, and Jasmine Gabriel  

 

Formation of Faith presentations will be at 10:15 AM in the Sanctuary. 



Visit us online: 

FaithBellaire.org 
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In April, our curriculum focused on Spring, renewal, and plant and animal life 

cycles.  We celebrated the coming of Spring with our annual Spring Planting Day 

on April 19.  It was a chilly day, but we bundled up and got all of the new plants 

in the ground.  Each classroom has a planter box on our playground near the 

Faith Center.  Each child brought in a bedding plant of their choosing to add to 

the classroom garden.  We received very diverse plants from the children.  

Children brought in everything from tiny pepper plant sprouts, tulips, petunias, 

various succulents, and even a fresh cut rose.  We will have to see how some of 

the plants fare in the coming weeks.  At the end of the month, we hosted our 

favorite fundraiser of the year, our Bike-a-thon!  Children brought their bikes, 

trikes, scooters, and helmets to school and rode the course in the parking lot.  

Thank you so much to all who generously contributed by sponsoring a rider or a classroom or by giving 

a general donation to the fundraiser.  

 

May is the last month of our school year, and the end of the month will be filled with lots of sad 

goodbyes.  Perhaps we will not say “goodbye” but will say “see you later,” because we want our friends 

to stop by and visit us regularly during the summer and school year.  Our Kindergarteners will celebrate 

their graduation from the Day School on Thursday, May 23 with an all-school chapel and picnic.  Many 

will remain in our Super K’s Summer Program which will give us a few more months of fun times 

together.  Kindergarten teacher Jocelyn Eshelman will also be leaving us at the end of the school year.  

She is moving to Nixon, Texas, a town of about 2,000 people an hour or so away from San Antonio due 

to a new job for her husband.  We will spend the next few months saying goodbye to Miss Jocelyn and 

finalizing new staffing plans. 

 

Did you know?  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has launched the “Give Back to Schools” campaign that 

encourages eligible members to direct Choice Dollars® through Thrivent Choice® charitable grant 

program to one or more of their favorite Lutheran educational institutions between May 1 and 

September 30, 2013.  Please consider directing your funds to the Day School and contact your Thrivent 

representative to learn how.   

News from the Day School 

by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 

Spring has sprung at Mother’s Day Out.  In April we learned all about flowers and bugs.  We talked 

about all the things flowers need to grow and be strong. Caterpillars, butterflies, and ladybugs were 

some of the bugs we love to talk about.   Some of our classes got to see 200 real ladybugs. They 

released them in our gardens here at Faith to help eat some of the bad bugs.  We want to keep our 

flowers beautiful!  

 

May has a very special day in it.....  Mother’s Day!  Moms are such a special gift!  We want to celebrate 

them all month long.  Special gifts are made in each class for moms (shhhh...don’t tell because we like it 

to be a surprise).  Next, we have Moms and Muffins. It’s where we get to have breakfast with all our 

special moms. The rest of the month we will get to make our moms pictures just to remind them how 

much we love them!   

 

Happy Mother’s Day to all moms everywhere! 

News from Mother’s Day Out 
by Meric Pinkerton, Mother’s Day Out Director 
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Launch Day for our Spring 2013 Season of Learning—April 14 

Faith Family Talent Show 2013—April 12 



A new worship experience is starting at 

Faith on Sunday, June 9.  

 

We’re calling it 6TEN for a couple of 

reasons. One, because the experience will 

begin at 6:10 PM. The name also comes 

from a story in the Bible about Jesus 

healing a man with a withered hand. Luke 

6:10 says, “After looking around at all of 

them, he said to him, "Stretch out your 

hand." He did so, and his hand was 

healed.”  

 

We’re tagging 6TEN as “an experience of 

gratitude and healing.” Through holy 

communion, anointing with oil, music, and 

prayer we will lift our hands in 

thanksgiving for God’s restoration and 

redemption.  

 

Everyone is welcome. 
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MODERN FAMILY Message Series in May 

May 5 - "Modern Families...Share Life Together" 

The man was all alone, no one to help him in the water.  "Family" is defined by those who share their 

lives together, helping one another, not by gender or number or blood. 

 

May 12 - "Modern Families...Are Signs of God's Love" 

Families bear witness to the love of God by how they function in the world - at home, at work, at school, 

in community. 

 

May 19 - "Modern Families...Are Wonderfully Diverse" Guest Speaker - Bishop Mike Rinehart 

Divorce, immigration, abortion, adoption, death - all of these "issues" that sometimes seem so 

troublesome result in wonderfully diverse families that learn to speak the Spirit's language of love. 

 

May 26 - "Modern Families...Learn as They Go" 

Families don't come with owner's manuals or crystal balls, we learn as we go.  Leaning together into the 

Word of God and the Holy Spirit brings insight, strength, and resiliency among those who share life 

together as families. 

6TEN Launches June 9 



Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—May 2013 

9:00 

 

May 5 May 12 May 19 May 26 

Acolytes 2 Confirmands Jasmine Gabriel  

Marlena Dobbins 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Tommy Huwyler 

Annabelle Allen 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Mark and Marsha 

Zimmerman 

Dottie Wichmann 

Diana Boihem 

Michael and David 

Farner 

Mary Jane McBride  

Susan Tallman 

Asst Minister 1 Jeff Spratlin Jeff Spratlin Megan Paulson Susan Tallman 

Ushers 4 Wendy and David 

Farner 

Ken and Liz Trunnell Cory and LaRae Nelson Jon and Nancy Holmes 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Michael, Daniel and 

Wendy Farner 

 Outreach Board  Outreach Board 

Common 

Grounds 

Executive Board  Executive Board  Executive Board  Executive Board  

Visitor  

Center 

Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board 

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Diana Rettig 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Diana Rettig 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

11:15 May 5 May 12 May 19 May 26 

Acolyte Confirmands Myra Condit Myra Condit Myra Condit 

Crucifer Confirmands Elizabeth Menke Thomas Menke Jonathan Mierstchen 

Lector Don Hodde Carl Watson Mardi Mayerhoff Joyce Bauer 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Sara Karow 

Sharon Koch 

Sara Karow 

Sharon Koch 

Carl Watson 

Carol Strawn 

Carl Watson 

Carol Strawn 

Asst Minister Karen Elsen Jo Ann Welton Bob Medlen Don Hodde 

Ushers 4 Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Roy Ueckert 

Bill Puryear 

Doug Milholland 

Ralph Maple 

Greeters 2 Outreach Board Outreach Board Outreach Board Mardi Mayerhoff 

Catherine and  

Richard Pett 

Visitor Center  Outreach Board  Outreach Board  Outreach Board  Outreach Board 

Altar Guild 2 Suzanne Fisbeck 

Susan Layton 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Diana Rettig 

Dorothy Rosenbaum 

Diana Rettig 

Doris Rosenbaum 

Patti Hickerson 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 

trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 



May Calendar Events 

 

1 Wednesday – 11:45 AM Youth & Family Board Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

2 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 

7:00 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

3 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

4 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:30 AM NAMI Walk (Tranquility Park) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 11:30 AM Confirmation Luncheon (FH) / 12:30 PM Rehearsals for Confirmation Sunday (Sanc) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

5 Affirmation of Baptism Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 8:00 AM Blood Drive (300) / 9:00 AM SonShine Kids Choir Rehearsal (FC) / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 

10:15 AM Learning Groups / 10:15 AM  Reading of Faith Formation Papers (Sanc) / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208)  
 

6 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) /  
 

7 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 7:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

8 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

9 Thursday  –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

10 Friday – 7:00 PM Faith Family Sports Night (FC Gym, Grassy Lot) / 8:00 PM AA (300)     
 

11 Saturday – All Day HS Kayaking the Bayou / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

12 Sunday Mother’s Day – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Handbells (201) 

/ 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208)  
 

13 Monday 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

14 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

15 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

16 Thursday –  All Day Synod Assembly / 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

17 Friday –  All Day Synod Assembly / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

18 Saturday –  All Day Synod Assembly / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

19 Pentecost Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM SonShine Kids Choir Rehearsal (FC) / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /  

11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 12:30 PM 25th Anniversary Committee Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Handbells (201) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) /  

3:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) 
 

20 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

21 Tuesday  – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Day School Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

22 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

23 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

24 Friday –  8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

25 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

26 Graduation Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM HS and Parent Breakfast (Parlor) / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 

11:15 AM Heritage Worship  

 

27 Monday –   All Day Office Closed / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

28 Tuesday–  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (108) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

29 Wednesday –  9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

30 Thursday –   8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

31 Friday –  8:00 PM AA (300)  



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 
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