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Men of Faith 
 

I was an 8th grader when 

Colin McDougal invited me 

to be his “son” for the 

father/son fishing trip that 

he was hosting for our 

church. Colin was a real 

estate agent in my 

hometown whose office 

was next door to my 

house. 

 

He picked me up and we 

headed to his lake cottage 

in Minnesota.  We stopped 

in Fergus Falls for lunch, I 

had a great hamburger. 

 

We got to the cabin to 

start to prepare for the 

others still on their way.  I 

helped him hide the cases 

of beer stored in the cabin 

out in the garage because 

Rev. Mueller was coming 

out to fish on Saturday. 

 

I don’t remember fishing 

or if I caught a single fish.  

But I remember being 

included and feeling loved 

and special. 

 

I would love nothing 

better than for the men of 

Faith to catch Colin’s 

vision on how to be used 

by God in fishing for 

people. 

The mission of Faith Lutheran Church is to  

follow Jesus in blessing the world with faith, hope, and love. 

 

I think about those words all the time.  Sometimes my eyes are 

opened and I see them being fulfilled among us.  Always the 

eyes of my heart see them being fulfilled in ways and places 

that I will never see. 

 

May is such a beautiful month of the year.  My entire childhood leaned toward 

springtime in North Dakota, the end of the school year, and the prospects of the 

Summer yet to come.  Kelley and I were married in May.  It is, for me, a month of 

gratitude and expectation. 

 

This year, May is a month still living in the immediacy of the resurrection.  The 

Easter season, 50 days of rejoicing.  50 days of coming to grips with the news that 

has gripped us.  Christ is alive.  The new creation lurks just under the still groaning 

creation in which we live. 

 

Now we see through new eyes. An airplane full of people disappears—yet how 

many people do we see each day whose lives are falling off the cliff and no one 

seems to notice? Men shoot innocent victims at a Jewish house of prayer, worship, 

and healing—how is it that children still are taught to hate the “other,” the 

“stranger,” when God so clearly calls us to love?   

 

In such a world, we can be a church that notices and makes a place for those caught 

in despair.  We can teach our children to love, to embrace diversity, to be curious 

and hospitable rather than condemning and hating.  We ARE that church, one day 

at a time.  We DO bless the world with faith, hope, and love, as God works in and 

through us. 

 

This Summer we will be receiving children on our campus for three weeks of Faith 

Camp. We’ll be sending our high school kids to discover the pain and the resiliency 

in the lives of Native Americans in South Dakota. We will send children to Bible 

camp at Lutherhill, and we will join in Lutherhill’s campaign to expand their facilities 

at their current site and their new retreat center in Galveston. 

 

Do you see the face of God in the lives of young people? 

 

Caleb Seitz is one of our confirmation students.  His grandmother is wonderfully 

faithful in seeing that Caleb is here at church for all that we do.  Caleb has already 

seen more than his fair share of heartache in life.  He was baptized this Easter Vigil, 

so excited to know that he belongs to God and to this community of Faith.  He is 

noticed, valued, taught, and loved here.  He is both being blessed and being a 

blessing.  Caleb gives me such hope and such determination to stay the course. 

 

I pray for Andy Allen and his family every day.  Another young boy, caught up in his 

struggle for life.  Literally hundreds of people are praying for Andy, donating blood 

and platelets, cheering for him and his family. 

 

May we always see the faces of people in the ministries we share—blessing the 

world with faith, hope, and love, in the warmth of God’s springing among us. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Read Luke 24:44-53 

  

The word empower is commonly used today by many self-help 

gurus.  They speak of empowerment or of empowering ourselves 

to pursue our dreams.  We are told that if we can dream it, we can 

make it reality.  But without Christ, it’s all about self-reliance.  

  

Jesus doesn’t speak of empowerment as self-reliance.  Rather, he 

points his disciples to the skies.  He directs them to wait for the 

“power from on high,” the Holy Spirit, whom the Father would 

send.  The disciples had witnessed Jesus fulfill scripture.  

 

     

He lifted up his hands on the cross as a sacrifice for sin.  Next, he 

was lifted up from the tomb.  Then, after commissioning his 

disciples, Jesus lifted up his hands once more and blessed 

them.  Finally, as he was lifted up into heaven, he promised to send 

the Holy Spirit – the source of divine power. 

  

Now, the first thing the disciples were to do was to wait.  Then, after 

the Spirit came upon them, they were empowered to fulfill their 

mission with “power from on high.”  We don’t have to wait.  We 

have received the Holy Spirit in Holy Baptism.  In the Lord’s Supper 

we are continually strengthened with the forgiveness of sins – 

empowered – to live faithfully in service to Jesus and our neighbor. 

  

Pray:  Holy Spirit, empower me with your power from 

on high.  Amen. 

  

Stewardship Corner - An Act of Faith 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“Now the whole group of those who believed were 

all of one heart and soul and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but 

everything they owned was held in common.”  

Acts 4:32 

 

In his book, “A Theory for Christian Stewardship,” 

the author, T. A. Kantonen, tells the story of a 

pastor who always felt uneasy following a sermon 

when he had to announce the offering and thus diverted the 

attention of his congregation from the gospel to material things.  

Kantonen noted that clearly this pastor had not paid attention in 

seminary, for he did not seem to know what “the gospel” is.  The 

good news revealed to us in Jesus Christ is not some vague message 

about life in another world.  It is a message with clear and direct 

relevance for the material world in which we now live.  The 

distinguishing mark of the early church, after Pentecost, was the 

relationship of believers to their possessions (Acts 2:44 – 45 and 

4:32 – 34).  For many the good news of Jesus Christ meant that 

there would no longer be a needy person among them.  We might 

not follow the specific example of the early church by holding all 

things in common, but certainly the GOOD NEWS touches our daily 

lives as well as our spiritual lives. 

 

In his first letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul moves without 

any hesitation from a lofty sermon on the resurrection of Christ to 

an announcement of an offering that he is collecting (Corinthians 

15:1 - 16:4). There is no disconnect between Easter faith and 

practical living, between praising God for giving us victory over 

death and giving our money to help others. 

 

 

 

 

 

Being faithful in stewardship means putting our faith into action.  

We believe that all we are and all we have belongs to God and 

we believe that this is good news.  Stewardship is about 

discovering the practical value of our faith.  The creeds and 

confessions that we recite are not just words and talk.  They are 

prescriptions for experiencing life at its best. 

 

HOW DO WE SEE STEWARDSHIP AT WORK IN OUR CHURCH?  

Now that the 6TEN worship service on Sunday night is held every 

week instead of once a month, the growth and quality continue 

to increase due to the time and talents of staff and people of 

Faith.  Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

 

ABOVE AND BEYOND GIVING AT FAITH 

A member of Faith pays for flowers on Sundays when no one 

signs up, so we can have fresh flowers in the chancel. Flowers 

cost $55 per week and we have at least 20 weeks where no one 

signs up.  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

We are averaging about 285 people in worship each Sunday.  Our 

budget works out to be $19,200 each week.  That comes out to 

be $70.00 per person each week.  There are some who give more 

than $70.00 per week.  Some give nothing.  So far this year 38% 

of our families have not given anything to the church.  May we 

each consider the practical realities of a congregation that wants 

to be a blessing in the world. 

3 Prayer Corner - Power from on High  
by Peggy Porter 
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Easter Vigil, April 19, included six baptisms! 

 

 

Affirmation of Baptism / Confirmation Sunday, May 4  
 

We will celebrate the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism with the following teens and their families  

on May 4 at both 9:00 and 11:15 AM services. Our confirmands this year are: 

 

Lauren Eleanor Apollo, Daniel Robert Farner, Helen Margaret Hecht, Kristen Nicole Oliveria,  

Ryan Christopher Sanchez, Alyssa Katherine Sanders, and Helen Isabella Schawe 

 

               Formation of Faith presentations will be at 10:15 AM in the Sanctuary. 

High Schoolers Go Wake Boarding! 
 
We welcome all 8th graders to join us for a day of fun in the sun 

and water. If you haven’t tried wake boarding yet, you don’t 

want to miss out. Watch for upcoming details. 

CALLING ALL GRADUATES!! 

We want to celebrate with you  

on Sunday, May 25! 
 

We will be recognizing all of our graduates at each worship 

service. Even if you will be out of town for Memorial Day, we 

would like to include you and your accomplishment. 

 

If you are graduating from High School, 

College, Grad School, Tech School, Boot 

Camp, or other, please contact Jennifer Finley 

at the church office by May 21 if you would 

like to be included. 

 

High School grads and parents: look for an 

invitation to attend a breakfast and receive a 

gift from your Faith Family that morning. 



“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus Christ cried out on 

Good Friday. To whom? To a God who abandoned him? Where was God 

when Jesus suffered and died on the cross? Where is God when millions 

and millions of people die from starvation and illness, wars and natural 

disasters? Where is God when countless people suffer silently and 

invisibly due to unjust social conditions, cultural prejudices, and 

bigotries? Where is God when automobile or farm accidents claim 

innocent or hard-working lives? 

 

Martin Luther rejected a kind of God-talk that was based on human speculation or 

philosophical reasoning. Rather, he insisted that humans could only know God through 

God’s self-revelation in the Bible.  

 

The most revealing and the most important event in the Bible is the cross of Jesus Christ, 

Martin Luther believed. And so, the logical conclusion is that God’s power, God’s wisdom, 

and God’s love for humanity is paradoxically revealed in and through the cross of Jesus. Of 

course, this is a hard pill for many to swallow. How could this be? Many people could not 

and still do not understand this divine mystery and paradox, including many of us who 

profess faith in Jesus. One famous saying of Luther is this: “That person does not deserve to 

be called a theologian who looks upon the invisible things of God as though they were 

clearly perceptible in those things which have actually happened [Rom. 1:20].”  

 

Luther said it is only through the gift of faith that we can see, accept, and love God who 

revealed God’s self in and through the cross. The God of the revelation is the hidden God. 

When we look at the cross, we have to say God is not so much visible to the naked eye or 

easily understood by the human mind.   

 

What about Easter?  Henri Nouwen, one of the most influential Christian authors of our 

time, wrote; “The resurrection of Jesus was a hidden event. Jesus didn’t rise from the grave 

to baffle his opponents, to make a victory statement, or to prove to those who crucified him 

that he was right after all. Jesus rose as a sign to those who loved him and followed him 

that God’s divine love is stronger than death. To the women and men who committed 

themselves to him, he revealed that his mission had been fulfilled. To those who shared in 

his ministry, he gave the sacred task to call all people into the new life within him. The 

world didn’t take notice. Only those whom he called by name, with whom he broke bread 

and to whom he spoke words of peace, were aware of what happened. Still, it was a hidden 

event that freed humanity from the shackles of death.”  

 

Not everyone in this world celebrates Easter. Many people do not feel the impact of the 

resurrection of Jesus. Still many others equate Easter with bunnies or eggs.   

 

Blessed are you who are never tired of hearing the Easter story and believe with every fiber 

of your whole being that this story has the power to give hope and transform life in a 

hidden and mysterious way.  

 

Blessed are you who desire to receive the resurrection power and make every effort to 

make a difference in the lives of the people around you quietly, gently, and persistently.   

 

Blessed are you who hear the whisper of the risen Lord and will keep praying and working 

for the healing of the world, and will keep hoping and dreaming for a better future for 

children everywhere, with determination as hard as a rock.  

 

Blessed are you who shouted it out loud Easter morning, “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! 

Hallelujah!”  

Easter - A Hidden Event? 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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Every Sunday  

at 12:30 PM. 

Lunch,  

Bible study,  

and fellowship.   
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Alan Bailus Completes the Leadership 

Program for Musicians 

New Message Series - KOINONIA 

“Living in the Household of God” 

 

May 4   - The Guest Room 

May 11 - The Kitchen 

May 18 - The Foundation 

May 25 - The Front Porch 

Ordination of Arthur Murphy  

Congratulations to our organist and 

choir director, Alan Balius, who has 

completed additional training as a 

church musician. Alan recently 

completed a two-year program of study 

called the Leadership Program for 

Musicians.  

 

The Leadership Program for Musicians 

is an organization that administers a 

curriculum covering key areas in church music and liturgical 

education, spiritual formation, and a full range of church 

music skills. LPM is a program of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and The Episcopal Church. Taught locally by 

highly qualified teachers, the program is tailored to local 

needs. Alan participated in monthly classes with other church 

musicians covering a range of subjects, including Principles of 

Choral Leadership, Resources for an Effective Music Program, 

Liturgy and Music: Foundations for Christian Worship, Survey 

of Christian Hymnody, Teaching New Music to the 

Congregation, Leadership of Congregational Song, and 

Philosophy of Church Music. Congratulations Alan! 

On May 25, 2014 at 3:00 PM we will gather 

to celebrate the ordination of Arthur 

Murphy.  Arthur is a second career pastor, 

who entered Luther Seminary after retiring 

as a partner from Vinson & Elkins LLP.  Upon 

his ordination, Arthur is expected to be 

installed as the pastor at St. James Lutheran 

Church in Oak Forest, near Garden Oaks just 

north of the Heights. 

 

When Arthur was a young man, his pastor at St. Phillip’s Lutheran 

Church in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, planted the seed of the 

idea that Arthur might be called to ministry.  Many years later, as 

he attended a course at the Melanchthon House taught by Dr. Walt 

Bouman, that early-planted seed took root and began to grow.  

This experience taught Arthur the importance of naming—and 

nurturing—a sense of call in others, “My call's long road helps me 

see that all people are called to be children of God and to serve 

God wherever they are in their lives.”  In his new role as a pastor, 

Arthur looks forward to encouraging lay people to discern their 

own sense of call and to equip them to live out their call as 

believers to “Go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19). 

 

One of Arthur’s favorite passages of scripture is from St. Paul’s 

letter to the Colossians.  In Col. 1:17, St. Paul writes that "In Christ, 

all things hold together."  Arthur sees in this a vision for his 

ministry.  “In Christ, we see differences not as reasons for division 

but as cause for celebration.  What is important is not whether we 

share a common ethnic or denominational heritage, or agree on 

national politics or church programs; what is important is that we 

are all held together by a shared commitment to follow Jesus in 

our lives.  As it says in the song we sing, ‘Somos uno in Cristo.  We 

are all one in Christ.’”   
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It was the seminal event of Western Christianity over the last 500 years. When Martin Luther, a 

German Roman Catholic monk, sent his “95 Theses” or “Disputation on the Efficacy and Power of 

Indulgences” to the local archbishop on Oct. 31, 1517, he set into motion the Protestant 

Reformation that four years later prompted his excommunication by the Catholic Church and laid 

the groundwork for denominational splintering that over the centuries has led to the formation 

of thousands of Christian churches. Over the last 50 years, especially with the impetus provided 

by the Second Vatican Council, those divisions between Catholics and Lutherans have begun to 

heal and the pace of concrete efforts toward restoring unity has quickened, former Archbishop 

Alfred Hughes told an ecumenical gathering March 25 at Christ the King Lutheran Church in 

Kenner. “The international and national dialogues between Lutherans and Catholics in the last 50 

years have yielded significant truth,” Archbishop Hughes said, prompting Catholics “to revisit the person and motivation of Martin Luther” 

in advance of the 500th anniversary in 2017 of the publication of Luther’s theses. “His genuine desire to promote renewal in the church 

cannot be denied,” Archbishop Hughes said. “The personal struggle that marked his life was severely complicated by the way in which 

authorities in Rome, during the papacy of Pope Leo X, treated him. A helpful place to begin is to note the need for both faith and 

repentance.”  

 

Bishop Michael Rinehart, head of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, said there was “a 

spirit of ecumenical hospitality right now that we need to enjoy while it is happening.” “Luther did not want to leave,” Bishop Rinehart 

said. “He was bold, he was blunt, he was vulgar and mistakes were made, but he really didn’t want schism. He wanted to reform the 

church he loved.” Bishop Rinehart said the 2017 anniversary naturally will elicit media coverage that may attempt to distill the reasons for 

the split and ask a question with a false premise: Why do Lutherans and Catholics hate each other? “They don’t,” Bishop Rinehart said. 

“Time Magazine is going to have a picture of Luther posting the ‘95 Theses’ on its front page. How are we going to commemorate that 

moment? Will this further drive a wedge in Christendom or might it be an opportunity to have conversation and bury the proverbial 

hatchet?” Two of the concrete signposts of the fruitfulness of international dialogue, Archbishop Hughes said, are the 1999 joint statement 

by Catholic and Lutheran leaders on the doctrine of justification, and another landmark statement, issued last July, called “From Conflict to 

Communion.” 

 

Luther had railed against the church’s practice of selling indulgences as a way of doing good works that would lead to salvation. The 1999 

declaration on the doctrine of justification, which explains how people are justified in God’s eyes and saved by Jesus Christ, expressed a 

consensus that this is not an issue that divides Catholics and Lutherans. Bishop Rinehart quoted the key phrase: “Together we confess: By 

grace alone, in faith in Christ’s saving work and not because of any merit on our part, we are accepted by God and receive the Holy Spirit, 

who renews our hearts while equipping and calling us to good works.” “We are created for good works,” Bishop Rinehart said. “We’re not 

saying ‘by’ good works but ‘for’ good works. We can say this together as one.”  To read more, please click: http://clarionherald.info/

clarion/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3235&catid=90&Itemid=720. 

 

 

Prayer Workshop 

Saturday, May 17  

(One Day Only) 
 

Led by Pastor Kerry Nelson 

9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon 

 

 

2017: 500th Anniversary of Luther's '95 Theses’ 
by Peter Finney, Jr., Clarion Herald, Official Newspaper of Archdiocese of New Orleans 

Wouldn’t you appreciate a stronger sense of God’s 

presence and direction in your daily life?   

This workshop is for anyone seeking to deepen 

their spirituality through prayer.  Pastor Kerry will 

teach you about a wide  

variety of daily prayer forms and how your 

personality can guide you toward what will be 

most helpful for you. 



Each week in our staff meeting, we take turns answering the 

question, “How did I see God at work in my life this week?” 

It’s the same question I ask the Parent Small Group in 

Confirmation each week. Some weeks, I can’t come up with 

anything that stands out. That makes me feel like I’m not 

looking hard enough (my fault) or that God didn’t do anything 

that knocked my socks off recently (God’s fault). Neither of 

those are accurate. As believers, we know that God is always 

at work in our lives. We know God is the Creator who started it all and has never 

stopped creating and recreating, but the distractions of life cloud my eyes at times 

and that’s when we feel furthest away. 

 

But at the Easter Vigil, God moved me to the point of being choked up. I loved 

seeing one of our Confirmation kiddos being baptized, and the other five people 

who were baptized were worthy of awe as well. Hearing in Chinese what I knew in 

English, and watching the water drip from those heads was such a beautiful picture 

of the CHURCH for me. I loved it.  

 

I look forward to seeing our 8th graders affirm their own baptisms and take 

ownership of their own faith journey on May 4. All seven of them will be reading 

their Faith Formation papers in the Sanctuary at 10:15 AM and you are invited to 

support them and listen. Everything we do and are in our faith is rooted in our 

baptism. It is here that we are washed into new life each day - and each day is a 

new opportunity to start over. Each day is a new chance for me to look for God at 

work and for God to reveal God’s self to me.  

 

May we all be more aware of our God’s love and activity in our every day lives. 

(Half of the High Schoolers going on the Mission Trip to Standing Rock Indian 

Reservation this Summer in South Dakota. We will again be asking for prayer 

partners while we are gone. Please consider supporting us in that way.) 

Here's What I'm Thinking… 
by Jennifer Finley, Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Rebecca-Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, May 1 at 

10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts are 

provided. Socializing with 

the group is so joyful.  All 

are welcome!!   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-3628. 

Women’s Ministry 

Women's Connection will  

meet at 9:30 AM,  

May 13, in Faith Center. 

 

For more information 

about the Women’s 

Connection, please 

contact Brenda Cauthen 

at bcauthen1@gmail.com 

or 281-630-8088. 
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Looking for a Great Way to Support our 

Teenagers for Free? 

 

Serve as a Positive Adult Presence at Faith 

Camp this Summer! 

 

Faith Camp is a 3-week day camp led by 

amazing teenagers, but mentored by  

supportive adults. These adults support 

and encourage the teenagers committed 

to teaching and caring for 100 children per 

week.  

 

We need adults who can be a Positive 

Adult Presence (PAP) during Faith Camp.  

The camp happens the weeks of June 9, 

June 16, and June 23. Adults can choose as 

much or as little as they are able to 

participate—but will be blessed by the 

experience regardless.  

 

Please contact Jennifer Finley at the church 

office if you would like more information 

or to sign up! 

Be A Faith Camp 

Positive Adult Presence (PAP) 
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Stockholder’s Dinner 

Sunday, September 7, 2014 

 

Beginning Sunday, May 11 through May 25, our High Schoolers attending 

the Summer Mission Trip to Standing Rock Indian Reservation will be 

selling “Stock Certificates.” 

 

For $25 per share, you will be given a certificate, a badge to show your 

generosity and support of our youth ministry, AND one seat to the 

Stockholder’s Dinner.   

 

At the Stockholder’s Dinner, participants will tell about their experiences 

from the mission trip and give a presentation. The event will be for 

Stockholders only. 

 

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support. 

Take “Stock” in Our High School Ministry 

Grace Bags 
 

Have you experienced what it’s like to give dignity and respect to a panhandler instead of cash yet? 

Don’t miss this blessing. The Middle Schoolers will be making Grace Bags in May and June, but not in 

July or August - so be sure and stock up!  

 

Please remember to give your name and ask for theirs. Prayer is a great equalizer of power. You are 

not the only one with something to offer, but what you have to offer with a Grace Bag is helpful. A $5 

donation to cover the cost of the Grace Bag and lunch for one person on the streets is requested. 

YOUR NAME HERE 
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During Holy Week, Dylan Murphy and Scouts 

from Troop 641 built a 60-foot in diameter 

prayer labyrinth on the Psalter Property as 

Dylan’s Eagle Scout project.  The labyrinth will 

be dedicated sometime in May and is open to 

the public as a place of prayer, contemplation, 

and meditation.     
 

Labyrinths have very old roots in Christianity. The first Christian 

labyrinth was discovered in the fourth-century Basilica of Reparatus 

in Orleansville, Algeria. Perhaps the most famous labyrinth is the 

one at Chartres Cathedral in France, which was built around 1200 

A.D. It remains in use today.  The Faith Labyrinth is a replica of the 

labyrinth at Chartres.  It has 11 circles—called circuits—laid out in a 

maze pattern. In total, the full length of the labyrinth path is one-

quarter of a mile. The paths were created using 16 tons of Rio 

Grande river pebbles, which were purchased with funds donated by 

the people of Faith.  Dylan is grateful for the donations and prayers 

that helped with this project and is especially grateful for Gene 

Ellison’s help with planning the construction and estimating the 

materials. 
 

Labyrinths have been used for centuries to help people deepen 

their prayer life.  Walking a labyrinth is an ancient way to pray and 

connect with God.  There is no “right way” to use a labyrinth, but 

many people use it as a way to carry problems and concerns to 

God.  There are extra stones near the labyrinth entrance on which 

you can write a prayer concern, if you wish.  As you walk, carry the 

stone with the prayer concern into the labyrinth.  Lay the stone 

down along the stone path as a sign that you are leaving the 

problem there with God.  It is Dylan’s hope, and ours, that this 

labyrinth will “Be a Blessing” to the community by providing an 

open, public place of prayer and spiritual healing for all those who 

wish to use it.  

 

 

What Are Those Stones on the Psalter Property 

Behind the Church?  

Blood Drive on August 3 

Our next blood drive will be 

August 3, 2014.   

 

 

There is always a need for blood, especially during the 

Summer months when many regular donors may be on 

vacation. Medical technology has provided many life-saving 

discoveries over the years, but there is still no substitute for 

blood. In a medical emergency, often the most important 

element is the availability of blood. Blood donations can help 

a variety of individuals: trauma victims, surgery patients, 

premature babies, individuals with anemia, cancer patients 

and many more. Every blood donation has the potential to 

save up to three lives! 
 

Individuals who are 16 years old and 122 pounds (with 

parental consent), or at least 17 years old and 110 pounds, 

and are in general good health can donate blood.  

 

 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life. 

• We practice radical hospitality. 

• We value discipleship over membership. 

• We desire spiritual renewal. 

• We believe in community involvement. 

Motives 

Why are we doing church? 



You may have heard this word used around worship 

recently. Maybe you’ve never heard it before or aren’t 

exactly sure what it means. Here is some background 

information on the role of the verger. 
 

A verger is usually a layperson that assists in the ordering of 

religious services, particularly in Anglican or Episcopal 

churches. The office's title comes from the ceremonial rod that a verger carries, 

a virge, similar to a mace (from the Latin virga, "branch, staff, rod"). In former 

times, a verger might have needed to use his virge to keep back animals or an 

overenthusiastic crowd from the personage he was escorting or even to 

discipline unruly choristers (Wikipedia.org). 
 

Evidence from Rochester, Lincoln, Exeter, and Salisbury Cathedrals indicates the 

existence of vergers as far back as the 12th century. A familiar sight in English 

cathedrals and on television broadcasts of Royal weddings and funerals, vergers 

have maintained the buildings and furnishings of the church, led the liturgy, and 

served God in the church for many centuries. 
 

Generally speaking, vergers are responsible for the order 

and upkeep of the house of worship, including preparations 

for the liturgy, the conduct of the laity, and in times past 

even grave digging, among many other duties in the church. 
 

In medieval times, the verger (spelled "virger" in England 

and older texts) was the Protector of the Procession. The 

verger led the way for the procession as it moved from the 

vestry around the church or cathedral and into the front doors. The procession 

often moved through crowds of people and animals, and the verger was there to 

clear a pathway with his virge. The verger had to be the first person in the 

procession as he cleared the way for the thurifer (incense bearer), crucifer (cross 

bearer), acolytes (light bearer), choir, and sacred ministers by swinging the virge 

in front of them (http://st-philips-durham.dionc.org/Who%20We%20Are/what-

does-a-verger-do.html). 
 

The modern day verger has somewhat different responsibilities. It could be 

argued that a verger's main pride during a service lies in his or her 

inconspicuousness; vergers often play a very prominent role "behind the scenes" 

— helping to plan the logistical details of the service and discreetly shepherding 

the clergy and volunteers through it. The verger's logistical support allows the 

ministers more time for pastoral and sacramental responsibilities. Some typical 

verger duties are assigning, training, and checking in lectors, communion 

assistants, assisting ministers, crucifers, acolytes, and ushers. The verger 

coordinates with the clergy, volunteers, music director and choir, altar guild, 

ushers and greeters, and checks audio technology and other items for worship. 

The verger works hard to make sure the 

service flow is seamless and grace-

filled. The verger must be able to fill 

any lay position if needed, from usher 

to lector to acolyte to communion 

assistant. 
 

Faith is blessed to currently have Myra 

Condit organizing our worship services 

as our verger. 

 

What is a “verger”? 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

May 

5/04 - ES Book Drive 

5/17 - HS Wake Boarding 

5/18 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

5/30 - Parent’s Night Out 

 

June 

6/06 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/07 - Faith Camp Staff Training 

6/09-6/27 - Faith Camp 

6/13 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/15 - HS to Feed the Homeless 

6/20 - Parent’s Night Out 

6/20 - Faith Family Pool Party 

6/27 - HS Pool Party 

6/27 - Parent’s Night Out 

 

July 

7/11 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/12-7/19 - HS Mission Trip 

7/18 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/25 - Parent’s Night Out 

7/27-8/01 - Summer Camp to Lutherhill 

“Faith Family” = anyone with or 

without a partner or kids 

 

“HS” = High Schoolers and Families 

 

“MS” = Middle Schoolers and 

Families 

 

“ES” = Elementary Schoolers and 

Families 

 

“Young Families” = parents with 

infants, babies, or toddlers 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  

 $15 for one child. $10 for each 

subsequent child.  $35 family 

household cap. Snacks are 

provided.  RSVP is required to 

ensure space. Call the church office  

713-664-3048 or email 

PNO@FaithBellaire.org. 
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Upcoming Events 



Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week, May 4 - 10 
by Linda Lamb, Board of Social Ministries 

12 

 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week is May 4-10, 2014. Treatment of children’s mental health disorders can 

prevent school drop-out, substance abuse, juvenile justice involvement, and homelessness. The onset of major 

mental illness may occur as early as 7 to 11 years of age. A few other facts about children’s mental health are: 
  

 73% of children in juvenile detention facilities reported having mental health problems.  
 

 Approximately 2/3 of all young people with mental health problems do not get the help they need. 
 

 High school students with mental health problems are more likely to fail or drop out of school. 
 

 25%- 44% of high school students with mental health problems will drop out of school. 
 

 Approximately 50% of children with ADHD are never diagnosed. 
 

 Approximately 3.4 of 1,000 children between the ages of 3-10 have autism. 
 

 As many as 1 in 10 children may suffer from an anxiety disorder. 
 

 Suicide is the 3rd leading cause of death for 5-15 year olds. 
 

 Approximately 90% of children who commit suicide have a mental disorder. 
 

 An estimated 11% of high school students have been diagnosed with an eating disorder. 
 

One major barrier to recovery is stigma, the aura of blame, and shame that surrounds mental health problems. The 

misunderstanding, fear, and myths regarding mental illness causes avoidance of treatment, and hinders recovery. 

There are many things you can do to combat stigma. 

 

Learn and share the facts about mental health problems and about people with these problems.  Speak up if you hear 

or read something that isn’t true. Treat people with mental health disabilities with respect and dignity, as you would 

anybody else. Avoid labeling people by using derogatory terms like “crazy,” “wacko,” “schizo,” “loony,” “psycho,” or 

“nuts.” Don’t label people by their disability. Use person centered language such as a person with schizophrenia vs. a 

“schizophrenic.” Teach children about mental health.  Help them realize that these problems are like any other illness 

and can be treated.  
 

More information about children’s mental health can be found at www.aacap.org. 
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Book Drive Benefitting  

Cunningham Elementary School 

Sunday, May 4 
 
The Faith Elementary School 

Families Service Project needs 

your help in providing very 

gently used or new books to 

students at Cunningham 

Elementary! Cunningham is 

located at the corner of Gulfton 

(Fournace) and South Rice. 

There are approximately 720 

students, 98% of whom receive 

free/reduced lunches.  
 

It is our goal to send each child home for the 

summer with his/her own book to enjoy! Given that 

75% of the Cunningham students are English 

Language Learners, “picture books” are most 

appropriate (as opposed to children’s “chapter 

books” that contain few, if any, pictures).   
 

Please bring books or a cash/check 

donation (write “book drive” in memo 

line) to the table in the lobby during 

the coffee time between services on 

May 4.  
 

Thank you for being a blessing and helping this 

cause! Questions? Contact Jennifer Cross at 

jmorencross@yahoo.com. 

So what is Faith Camp? 
• Faith Camp is a 3-week Day 

Camp that is led by teenagers 

and mentored by adults. 

• For all kids who complete 

Kindergarten - 5th Grade in 

May 2014. 

• Faith Camp is an action-packed 

week of music, games, arts, 

crafts, snacks, and fun - all 

relating to the Bible story of the day. 

• Friends are welcome and those who have never been to Faith Camp 

before will give you a $5 credit. 

• $130 per child / per week. 

• The camp day is from 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM. 

• Before Care is available from 7:30 AM for $35 per week / After Care 

is available until 5:30 PM for $35 per week ($60 per day for both). 

 

So when is Faith Camp? 
• June 9 -13 "The Call of the Wild!" (Moses faces his fears as God gives 

him faith) 

• June 16-20 "King of the Wild!" (Stretch your comfort zone through 

the jungle of Jesus' last week on Earth)  

• June 23-27 "Born to be Wild!" (Come walk on the wild side as we 

walk through stories in the book of Acts) 

 

Register today at FaithBellaire.org 
 

Still have questions? Please contact the 2014 Camp Manager, Paul 

Hodde, at paulhodde12@gmail.com or Jennifer Finley in the church 

office at 713-664-3048. 

                            Faith Family Fridays Pool Party  

June 20 from 6:00 - 8:30 PM 
 

We will be meeting at Willow Park for burgers, fun, and swimming. 

Adult beverages are welcome—but no glass.  

Please bring $4 per person for pool entry.  

Come out for a great time to just hang out, relax, meet some new friends,  

and let the kids swim! 



 
The 

mission of 

Faith 

Lutheran 

Church  

is to 

follow 

Jesus in 

blessing 

the world 

with faith, 

hope, and 

love. 
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Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan  Associate Pastor 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy Williams  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Mary Alaniz   Communication Coordinator  

Yu Cao    Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas  Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

FaithBellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 

Visit us online 

FaithBellaire.org 

2014 Spring Season of Learning 

Classes Run May 4 - June 29                           

 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Learning Groups 

Circle of Friends - Led by Sara Karow - meets in Room #121 

Conversation with Clayton - Led by Dr. Clayton Faulkner - meets in the Library 

Faithful Seekers of the Word - Led by Jan Zunker - meets in the Conference Room 

Fishers of People - Led by Kathy Patrick & Arthur Murphy - meets in the Community Room 

Parenting Class - Led by Wade Paulson & Karen Elsen - meets in Room #201 

Pastor’s Group - Led by Pastor Junfeng Tan - meets in Room #200 

The Good News Class - Led by Cliff Condit - meets in Room #309 

Young Families - Eric & Courtney Lerch - Room #122 in the Day School Hallway 

 

 

Sunday Morning Children and Youth Learning Groups 

Toddlers (22 months - 3 years) - Meets in Room #301  

Pre K and Kindergarten - Meets in Room #307 

Elementary - Grades 1 & 2 meets in Room #204 

         Grades 3, 4, & 5 meets in Room #202 

Middle School - Meets in the Faith Center Kitchen 

High School - Meets upstairs in the Faith Center Youth Room 

 

 

Weekday Adult Learning Groups 

Grief Support Group - Led by Robin Hesse, Sundays at 5:00 PM (starts April 27) 

         Meets in the Conference Room 

First Place 4 Health - Led by Mardi Mayerhoff, Tuesdays at 7:00 PM (starts April 15)   

                      Meets in Room #306 

Financial Peace University - Led by Don Hodde, Wednesdays at 7:00 PM (April 30) 

                     Meets in the Library 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—May 2014  

9:00 

 

May 4 May 11 May 18 

 

May 25 

Acolytes  Ryan Sanchez, 

Helen Schawe 

Andrew Strickland, 

Helen Hecht 

Nathan Michaud,  

Ella DeKunder 

Sabrina Schlather, 

Daniel Farner 

Communion 

Assistants  

Lauren Apollo, 

Alyssa Sanders 

Kelley Keller, 

Emma Keller 

Dave and Wendy Farner Nancy and Jon Holmes 

Asst Minister  Daniel Farner Susan Tallman Susan Tallman Myra Condit 

Ushers  Mary Jane McBride, 

Susan Tallman 

Megan, Wade, Luke and 

Lucy Paulson 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel, and  

Abigail Parkan 

Dave and Wendy Farner 

Common Grounds Youth and Family Youth and Family Youth and Family Youth and Family 

Altar Guild  Betty Dossey, 

Tina Wood 

Diana Freeman, 

Corrie Morales 

Diana Freeman, 

Corrie Morales 

Patti Hickerson, 

Doris Rosenbaum 

11:15 May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 

Acolyte Ryan Sanchez Annika Becker Myra Condit Thomas Menke 

Crucifer Helen Schawe Lillian Williams Barbara McDowell Myra Condit 

Lector Kristin Oliveria, 

Helen Hecht 

Jan Zucker Lucille Galassini Del Thompson 

Communion 

Assistants  

Lauren Apollo, 

Alyssa Sanders 

Mel Richter, 

Sharon Richter 

Mel Richter, 

Sharon Richter 

Mary Hackerman, 

Sara Karow 

Asst Minister Daniel Farner Carol Strawn Carol Strawn Don Hodde 

Ushers  Earl Thompson 

Doug Elsen 

Cliff Condit 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Doug Elsen 

Cliff Condit 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Doug Elsen 

Cliff Condit 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Doug Elsen 

Cliff Condit 

Jeff Addicks 

Altar Guild  Betty Dossey, 

Tina Wood 

Diana Freeman, 

Corrie Morales 

Diana Freeman, 

Corrie Morales 

Patti Hickerson, 

Dorris Rosenbaum 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email Mary at malaniz@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

 



May Calendar Events 
 

1 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM ESL (201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 4:00 PM Faith Chinese 

Fellowship Women’s Bible  Study (209) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

2 Friday — 4:00 PM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

3 Saturday — 8:30 AM Men’s Breakfast (FH) / 8:30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 8:45 AM Food Pantry - Gethsemane / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM 

Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308, 309) / 10:00 AM Confirmation luncheon (FH)  / 3:00 PM AA (300) 
 

4 Sunday — All Day Book Drive for Cunningham ES / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 

11:15 AM ESL class (300, 309) / 11:15 AM Parish Education Training (101) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 2:00 PM Faith Camp Interview (101) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir 

(200) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
 

5 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 7:00 PM Y &F Board 
 

6 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel /9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 

PM Cornerstone “2nd Stage” Teen Support Group (FC) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting 

(108) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

7 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL class (201, 200) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM  Financial Peace University (101) / 7:00 PM 

Parish Education Board Meeting (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

8 Thursday — All Day Synod Assembly / 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 4:00 PM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 7:30 

PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

9 Friday —All Day Synod Assembly / 10:30 AM Pre-K Mother’s Day Celebration (FC) / 4:00 PM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

10 Saturday – All Day Synod Assembly / 8:30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA 

(300)  
 

11 Sunday — All Day Mother’s Day / 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM HS Stock Sales (FH) / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM 

“Heritage” Worship / 11:15 AM ESL class (300, 309) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 5:00 PM Grief Support 

Group (101) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
 

12 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

13 Tuesday — / 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM Women’s Connection (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM 

Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 

4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

14 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 7:00 PM Financial Peace University (101) /  

8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

15 Thursday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201) /2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) /4:00 PM Faith 

Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

16 Friday — 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

17 Saturday — 8:30 AM Cornerstone Step Study (FC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 9:00 AM HS Wakeboarding / 10:00 AM 

Prayer Workshop Reunion (201) / 12:00 PM Executive Board Retreat (101) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

18 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 9:00 AM HS Stock Sales (FH) / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /11:15 AM ESL class (300, 309) /  

11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship /11:15 AM ESL class (300, 309) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) /2:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) /3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 5:00 PM Grief 

Support Group (101) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
 

19 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Class (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) /  7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)  
 

20 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) /  

2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

21 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /7:00 PM Financial 

Peace University (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

22 Thursday —  9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 4:00 PM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study 

(209) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

23 Friday — 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

24 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

25 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 9:00 AM HS Stock Sales (FH) / 10:00 AM Graduation Breakfast / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 

AM “Heritage” Worship / 11:15 AM ESL class (300, 309) / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 2:30 PM Handbell Choir (200) / 3:00 PM Ordination of Arthur Murphy (Sanctuary) / 

5:00 PM Grief Support Group (101) / 6:10 PM 6TEN Worship (FC Gym) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 
 

26 Monday — All Day Church Office & Day School Closed / 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201)  
 

27 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (200, 201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

28 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) /9:30 AM ESL (200,201)  2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) /  

7:00 PM Financial Peace University (101) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

29 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:30 AM ESL class (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) /4:00 PM Faith Family Chinese Women’s Bible Study (209) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

30 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym , 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

31 Saturday — 8:45 AM Food Pantry - Gethsemane / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (302, 306, 307, 308) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
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