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Welcome Kristen Krueger, our new part-time Family Ministry Coordinator!
Kristen is a long time member of Faith, married to Karl, and mother to Cora and
Josie. Kristen has agreed to join our program staff as a volunteer, part-time Family
Ministry Coordinator. What does this mean?
Kristen will be working to help us improve our ministry with families now parenting
young children. She will help us improve our communications, our ministry
planning, and our overall engagement with parents seeking to raise their children
into a consequential faith. She will work with the whole staff but especially with Jason Houlihan.
We are very grateful that Kristen is willing to step up and help us with this effort. This allows us to be
immediately responsive to what we heard in the Conversations with the Pastor around connecting with
young families. Welcome!
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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
2
FAITH, HOPE,
LOVE
+1% CHALLENGE
The +1% Challenge is an invitation to
look again at your personal financial
stewardship and consider increasing
your annual giving by 1% of your
annual income. Here is how that
would work:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Begin with your anticipated
annual income. This is the money
that God entrusts to your
stewardship. Every family doing
their part begins here.
Look at your current giving plan
and figure out what percentage
of your income you currently
dedicate to supporting the
ministries at Faith.
Figure out what it would mean
for you to immediately increase
your giving by 1% of your annual
income.
Decide how you will do that – will
you do it electronically by
changing your Simply Giving
contribution? Will you write
checks weekly or monthly? Most
importantly, plan what you are
going to do and then work your
plan.

If you have any questions about
electronic giving, Stacy Williams in the
church office is there to help you. You
can reach her at
swilliams@faithbellaire.org or
713-664-3048.
Financial giving is a spiritual issue
before it is a fiscal issue. Jesus was
right when he said in Luke 12:34,
“Where our treasure is, there is our
heart also.” This suggests that we give
first, and our heart will follow, rather
than waiting around until we feel like
giving.
Take the 1% challenge and we can
turn our financial situation around –
we can fully fund our budget, be
generous, AND prepare reserves for
the future.

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Luke 12:34
Do we talk too much about money here at Faith? That is a common
complaint about lots of Christian congregations. Has that been true
here? I don’t think so. As a matter of fact, I believe that one of my
short-comings as a pastor is a reluctance to talk enough about
money.
We provide many opportunities to support worthy causes throughout the year. That is
fitting. We are a blessed congregation. We live at the edge of Bellaire and West
University, two of the wealthiest neighborhoods in the United States. Every ministry
that needs money to do its work asks us to help.
At the same time, we have our own ministry needs to fund and, quite frankly, we can
do a much better job. Stacy Williams handles our book-keeping responsibilities. It is
hard for her to figure out which Peter to rob to pay Paul every month. To worry about
having enough money to meet payroll twice a month. To feel guilty about not sending
our monthly mission support to the synod office because we haven’t received enough
money to fund our commitment.
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will read that we came into 2016 after a
disappointing December. Our anticipated gifts fell $30,000+ short of previous years.
Thus, we began the year in a $16,000 hole that only grew worse through the first
quarter of the year. The problem isn’t expenses. The problem isn’t our congregational
generosity toward others. The problem is that we are not giving at our capacity as a
congregation.
Many people of Faith give joyfully, sacrificially, proportionately, and intentionally, but
far too many give much less than their potential and far too many give nothing at all.
God’s plan for financing the work of the church is very simple. You can read how Paul
described it to the church at Corinth in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. Paul asked the
Corinthians what we are asking the members of Faith to do as well—everyone doing
their part as God has given them capacity to give.
In the Bible, the words “tithe” and “offering” have specific meanings. A tithe means
giving the first 10% of our annual income to the work of the church. An “offering” is a
generous gift beyond the obligatory tithe. Both refer to financial giving, whether that
comes from a portion of a harvest or a portion of a paycheck.
Financial giving has been a part of Christian discipleship since the very first days of the
church. The reason why Paul wrote to the Corinthians about giving is the very same
reason why I’m writing to you here—because giving time, talents, and treasures is
how we glorify God, how we partner with God in advancing the influence and the
reach of the Christian faith, and how we help other people in need. Ministry costs
money. It takes Christians to financially support the work of Christian ministries.
This spring we want to see a major shift in the giving patterns of our congregation. We
need to see a major shift in the giving patterns of our congregation. Many people
have begun giving electronically which is such a blessing in managing our cash flow.
We need more and more people to do that, but even more importantly, we need
more cash to flow!
Thus we are asking every family to consider taking the FAITH, HOPE, LOVE +1%
2
CHALLENGE. The details
are on the left. IF we do this, we can fully fund our ministry,
continue to be a generous congregation, and set aside reserves for our future.
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With many mixed feelings we are announcing the end of the Sunday evening 6TEN
worship service. The last service was held on Sunday, April 24. We gave it our best
shot but were never able to gain the kind of traction that would help 6TEN
become the experience of healing and hope that we imagined.
6TEN began with a vision of building a bridge so that “Sunday morning” folks and
“12 Step” folks could learn from one another about the power of the spirituality of
the 12 Steps and doing life as part of a recovery community. We believe that this
bridge would be a powerful blessing in the world.

Shame, stigma, and a lack of information continue to cloud our understanding of the nature of addictive illnesses
and the wonderful reality of God’s power to bring healing into our lives. While we will no longer have 6TEN as a
delivery vehicle, we at Faith remain committed to helping people connect with God to find faith, hope, and love in
their lives.
A special word of thanks to the key people who helped make 6TEN happen each week, especially Roxy Funchess,
Robert and Kelly Henderson, Susan DeVinny, Gary Reese, Stacy Williams, Clayton Faulkner, and Pastor Junfeng Tan.
We also want to thank Pastors Mary Browne and Blair Lundborg for filling in when Pastor Kerry was out of town.

President’s Page - Responsible Church Giving
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

In my April Mountain Mover article, I focused on ‘generosity.’ If you have not taken an opportunity to read it
to date, I encourage you to do so! A key message from that article is that generosity is not natural for people;
it must be learned. It is not spontaneous, but strategic, intentional, and consistent. It’s a lifestyle choice.
So for May, I want to reemphasize the point that generosity must be learned. The educational focus will be
“How am I called to be generous to God and the church?”
When people are asked to give to the church, they need to connect giving to the church as giving to God. When giving
goes to the church, we don’t give to a church or to the pastor, but we give our offerings to God! Just as God’s grace is a
free gift for us, we should give freely of our blessings from God back to God to do ministry here on earth. “God’s work, our
hands!” includes our time, our talents, and our treasures.
God wants us to give because it shows that we recognize that God is truly the Lord of our lives. Matthew 6:21 states “For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” You’ve probably heard the line “follow the money!” It may come
across a little sacrilegious if I ask you to assess your relationship with God in the context of your money, but is it really? We
tend to be responsible with our money, we carefully discern how we will save it, invest it, and spend it. Do we spend the
time we should on planning how we will ‘give it?’ If we did, we might find that our hearts will follow our giving, and lead us
to trust God more with what God has entrusted to us to manage on God’s behalf, rather than just trust ourselves. In the
end, we get to use God’s resources that are entrusted to us for but a blip in eternity. God owns it all for all eternity!
In 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV), it says “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in
keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.” Note that the offering was
set aside on the first day of the week. When we are willing to offer the first portion of our wealth back, God knows where
our hearts are. God knows—and we also know—that we are submitted completely in trust and obedience to our Lord and
Savior. Think about it. If we don’t first give to God, we are basically saying we don’t trust God, and if we don’t trust God,
that’s a spiritual issue. Likewise, not giving generously as God has asked us to do is really a spiritual issue, not a money
issue!
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(Continued on page 4)
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man that you care for him?” God doesn’t just call the
world into being. God calls you and I into being, and
in Christ Jesus gives us a reason for being, namely, to
get the word of God’s love, life, and salvation out
where the world can see and hear it.

Prayer Corner - “What Makes You Tick”
by Peggy
4 Porter

Read 1 John 2:24-33
“In him we live and move and have our
being.” Acts 17:28

The Gospel of John begins, “in the beginning was the
Word.” That Word is Jesus, whose Spirit lives, moves,
and has its being in us.

Consider these words, God’s words, from
Genesis 1: “Let there be light.” What happens next?
There is light (v. 3). When God spoke at creation, the
world began to live, move, and have its being. God
speaks and things happen. The same is true with you
and me. When God speaks, we come to be, and that
is no small matter.

Small and insignificant as we may think we are, God
is as mindful of you and I as God is mindful of this
world God caused to be, and by God’s grace, God still
speaks, making faith, life, and hope happen....even in
us.

Psalm 8:4 expresses the wonder of the heart that
feels God’s creative power in a personal way: “What
is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of

Pray: Dear Lord, because of your grace and mercy, I
live, I move, and I have my being. Amen.

(Continued from page 3)

The good news is that there is much in it for us if we follow
God’s charge. When we give freely to God, we receive freely
from God. Luke 6:38 (NIV) says, “Give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

1. More from those already giving.
2. New members coming to Faith that start giving.
3. Those that do not give or give less than their capacity to
start giving or give more.
If you are not currently giving to God through this church, I
challenge you to start by making a commitment. Give
something faithfully and regularly. God will honor and bless
your commitment. The key is to plan your giving in a
structured way.

For me personally, giving to God has been modeled and
emphasized as important from early on. From putting a
quarter in the little church bank in my Sunday School classes
as a child, to adopting the principles taught in Dave Ramsey’s
Financial Peace University, and then learning to manage the
resources given to me by God as well as learning to give
generously has been a life-long and intentional journey.
Some say the ability to give more comes with getting more.
Through this journey, I have come to truly believe Barbara
and I receive more blessings in life because we have learned
to be more generous! “A good measure will be poured into
your lap.”

As stated in 1 Corinthians 16:2, a structured approach to
giving starts with looking at your income. Commit a
percentage of it to God, and then give that regularly. A tithe
or a tenth is often referenced in the Bible as what should be
given, but as a starting point that may seem overwhelming!
Starting smaller is ok. Pastor Kerry has challenged us to
immediately increase our giving by 1% of our income. Over
time, consider making tithing your goal. Give weekly,
monthly, or quarterly; it doesn’t matter, but give with
intention and consistently. All of us may experience times of
financial hardship when we can't give as much, but the Lord
still wants us to trust through times of lack. God, not our
paycheck, is our provider. God will meet our daily needs.
Giving really generously, a tithe or more, may feel like a huge
sacrifice at first, but as your heart follows your generosity
and grows closer to God, you will discover God’s good
measure will be “poured into your lap.”

Here at Faith Lutheran, we have many regular and generous
giving members. We also have many members that do not
give regularly or generously. Some do not give at all. A
challenge we are facing is that our current giving levels are
not able to sustain the Mission Plan we approved for 2016.
The ministries we want to carry out as God’s ambassadors
simply cannot be sustained without more giving. Giving can
come from three sources:

See you in church!
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2016 Synod Assembly
From the Edges
5
May 19 - 21
Hilton Houston North
Getting divorced. The death of a loved one.
Being diagnosed with a disease. Times of
crisis. Visiting another country. Going to
camp. Participating in a community service
project. Shifts in environment. Awaiting the
birth of a child. Times of transition.
What do these seemingly unrelated circumstances have in common?
Times like these are often when spiritual growth can occur. When life is
going along as usual, it’s easy to fall into complacency. But when life
throws crises or changes our way or when we consciously take on
challenges or enter new environments, we are in a sense “on the edges”
of life. It is this liminal space that we can find ourselves in a place to
experience spiritual growth. Rev. Dr. John Nunes calls this “Reimagining
Spirituality from the Edges.”
Are you ready to reimagine spirituality from the edges? Are you open to
spiritual growth? Is Faith? You are invited to come to Synod Assembly!
Visitor rates - $235

One Day Visitor - $100

Visit www.gulfcoastsynod.org/assembly for more information and to
register. Don Hodde, Lenora Ohlenbusch, and Joann Welton are Faith’s
lay delegates, but ALL are welcome to attend and be a part of it. Go and
reimagine!

May Message Series
“SENT!”
May will bring us many
opportunities to celebrate our
“sent-ness” into the world.
Confirmation Sunday, Mother’s
Day, Graduate Sunday, and
Blessing prayers for the
Cornerstone students are all
reminders to us that the God
who loves us, forgives us, and
heals us also sends us into the
world to be a blessing to others.
Let’s spend the month
celebrating our sent-ness!
May 1 (Confirmation Sunday)

Sent with a Promise
May 8 (Mother’s Day)

Chancel Flowers: These Upcoming Dates are Open!
May 15, May 29, June 5, June 12, June 19, June 26
No one has signed up for chancel flowers on the dates
above. Would you like to give flowers? Sign up now on
the flower chart in the lobby or email the Church Office at
info@faithbellaire.org to sign up!
Flowers are a wonderful way to honor a special occasion or to
remember a loved one! Cost is $55.
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Sent with Prayer
May 15 (Pentecost Sunday)

Sent with Power
May 22 (Graduate Sunday)
Sent Together
May 29
(Blessing of Cornerstone Students)

Sent with Expectation
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Be Prepared to Live Forever
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor
6

The famous American musician, Eubie Blake, claimed that he started
smoking cigarettes when he was 10 years old and continued to smoke all
his life. He died on February 12, 1983, a few days after turning 100. “If I'd
known I was gonna live this long, I'd have taken better care of myself.”
Blake was reported to have said this on his birthday in 1979.
How long do you plan to live? What if you are going to live forever? What
if there is life after death? We are in the Easter season and invited to
look forward to the great future that God has in store for us through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Paul writes that Jesus Christ “…abolished death and brought
life and immortality to light” (2 Timothy 1:10). That is the amazing and astonishing good
news, but are we preparing ourselves for the wonderful gift of eternal life?

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM
10:50 AM
12:00 PM

Learning
Groups
Worship (FC)
Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

I am afraid there is a lot of confusion concerning eternal life. Many people think eternal
life will begin after they die. If that is the case, it follows that whether we led a good or
bad life on earth has little bearing on the life we will lead in heaven, but nothing could be
further from the truth. Eternal life, by definition, means life with no beginning and no
end. Eternal life is not your life made longer or better after you die either. It is the quality
of new life we receive when we were baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection. Jesus
says, “…because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19) and “I am the resurrection and the
life; he who believes in me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in
me shall never die” (John 11:25-26). The Bible teaches that there is no eternal life apart
from the life of Jesus Christ.
We do not have to wait until death to have eternal life. As baptized Christians we are
called to participate in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ daily. As we receive the
bread and wine at the Lord’s table, the life of Jesus is being “injected” into our body and
we are continuously being transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ. In other words,
the spiritual transformation is the necessary preparation for eternal life. If we do not
intend to live a Christ-like life on earth, how can we have eternal life in heaven?
Millions of immigrants (I am one of them) come to seek a new and better life in the
United States each year, but not every immigrant is fully prepared to take advantage of
every great opportunity this great nation offers. There are lots of new things to learn and
old things to unlearn. Sometimes, it is like a snake sloughing off old skin or like a butterfly
coming out of a cocoon. To those who determine to participate fully in the American life,
know that all that hard work and sacrifice is worthwhile and will eventually pay off.
How well are you prepared for eternal life? How well are you prepared for your
citizenship in heaven? Let me conclude with the words of C.S. Lewis, “Hope is one of the
theological virtues. This means that a continual looking forward to the eternal world is
not (as some modern people think) a form of escapism or wishful thinking, but one of the
things a Christian is meant to do. It does not mean that we are to leave the present world
as it is. If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present
world were just those who thought most of the next. The Apostles themselves, who set
on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the Middle
Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, all left their mark on Earth,
precisely because their minds were occupied with Heaven. It is since Christians have
largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this.
Aim at Heaven and you will get earth “thrown in”: aim at earth and you will get neither.”
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Women’s Connection

Rebecca
Ruth Circle
7

Women's Connection will
meet on May 10 in the
lobby at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome! You
should join us!

The Rebecca Ruth Circle
will meet on Thursday,
May 5 at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for
Bible study. Come hungry! Bring your
sack lunch; desserts and drinks are
provided. Socializing with the group is so
joyful. All are welcome!

For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

Continuing Education in Family Financial Stewardship: Financial Peace University
by Judy Adams, Board of Stewardship

Yes, the Stewardship Team
encourages us toward responsible
financial giving, but more than that,
we also realize that many people
would benefit from learning basic
principles of financial management.
For the past five years, we have
offered Financial Peace University as part of our
stewardship work.

coverage (what to carry and what to avoid), how to
save for retirement, and how to save for your child’s
college fund. Those who have recently completed the
course have found that it has definitely changed the
way they save and the way they approach their
finances.

If you are interested in learning more, contact Clayton
Faulkner at claytonfaulkner@gmail.com or go to
www.FPU.com to locate a class starting soon in your
This last nine week session, taught by Clayton Faulker, area!
produced some amazing results. Within that short
length of time, the seven families paid off a total debt
of $19,610, plus they personally saved $14,832, closed
out a total of seven credit cards, and each family also
established an emergency fund of $1,000. That’s quite
a success story!
Financial Peace University was established by financial
advisor and author Dave Ramsey. Through a video
based curriculum, participants learn how to get out of
debt, how to develop a budget, and how to build
wealth. Lessons also focus on buying insurance

7

8

Faith School’s Bike-A-Thon Fun!
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Legacy Giving
by Doug Elsen, Board of Stewardship

In 2002, the family of Clarence Meyer set up a trust fund in the name of their father/
husband Clarence. I recently talked to Joann Meyer, a longtime member of Faith. She shared
that the family felt a need to set up a fund that would ensure the future of Faith House. This
ministry of Faith was very important to them and they wanted to make sure that it was
sustainable for cancer patients for many years. In the same way that the Meyer family
accepted the challenge of enduring money for a specific ministry, many Christians choose to
leave a legacy to sustain ministries in which they believe. Please consider endowing a
ministry of Faith that is important to you. Endowments can ensure that Faith will continue to minister for
generations to come.
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Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day
9
May 7
Treatment of children’s mental health disorders can prevent school drop-out,
substance abuse, juvenile justice involvement, and homelessness. The onset of
major mental illness may occur as early as 7 to 11 years of age. A few other facts
about children’s mental health are:


73% of children in juvenile detention facilities reported having mental health
problems.



Approximately 2/3 of all young people with mental health problems do not
get the help they need.



25% - 44% of high school students with mental health problems will drop out
of school.



Approximately 50% of children with ADHD are never diagnosed.



Approximately 3.4 of 1,000 children between the ages of 3-10 have autism.



As many as 1 in 10 children may suffer from an anxiety disorder.



Suicide is the 3rd leading cause of death for 5-15 year olds.



Approximately 90% of children who commit suicide have a mental disorder.



An estimated 11% of high school students have been diagnosed with an
eating disorder.

One major barrier to recovery is stigma, the aura of blame, and shame that
surrounds mental health problems. The misunderstanding, fear, and myths
regarding mental illness causes avoidance of treatment, and hinders recovery.
There are many things you can do to combat stigma.
Learn and share the facts about mental health problems and about people with
these problems. Speak up if you hear or read something that isn’t true. Treat
people with mental health disabilities with respect and dignity, as you would
anybody else. Avoid labeling people by using derogatory terms like “crazy,”
“wacko,” “schizo,” “loony,” “psycho,” or “nuts.” Don’t label people by their
disability. Use person centered language such as a person with schizophrenia vs.
a “schizophrenic.” Teach children about mental health. Help them realize that
these problems are like any other illness and can be treated.
More information about children’s mental health can be found at
www.aacap.org.

9

March of Remembrance
Sunday, May 1 @ 11:30 AM
Christ Church Presbyterian
5001 Bellaire Blvd.
Bellaire, TX 77401
The March of Remembrance is a
simple prayer walk and event
that has taken place annually
since 2007 on Yom HaShoah
(Day of Holocaust
Remembrance) to "honor,
educate, remember, and
engage."
The March of Remembrance
seeks to honor Holocaust
survivors and their families,
educate the public about the
reality of the Holocaust,
remember the tragic
consequences of silence, and
engage people in battling
indifference and prejudice.
May 1 is chosen as a day against
anti-Semitism and is a powerful
symbol of what happens when
people remain silent about
abuse, prejudice, and
righteousness. For more
information, visit
www.marchofremembrance.org.
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Grace
10 Bags
Pick some up today!

Parent’s Night Out
May 6 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

"Grace Bags" are a
wonderful way to be a
blessing to those asking
for help. They are
available at our Visitor
Center for a donation of
$5 per bag. Keep them handy in your car to
give to those in need. By asking for a donation
of $5 per bag, this ministry can be self
sustained as a long term way for us to Be a
Blessing.

Fun activities for kids
from ages six months to
12 years old. The cost is
$15 for one child, $10
per each additional
child (same household)
with a $45 household max. RSVP via email to
PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a
spot for your kiddos.

2016 1st Quarter Baptisms and New Members
January
Mallory Gaines, infant baptism
Parents: Cody Gaines and Heather Hartman
Dillon Williams, baptism

February
Janice Decker, transferred from House of Hope Lutheran Church, New Hope, MN

March
Judie Bordnick, baptism
Dennis Bordnick, affirmation
Jingyuan Fu, baptism
Nicholas and William Gill, baptism
Parents: Steven Walker and Harold Core
Rebecca Lee, affirmation
Mayra Marshall, Claire and Charlotte, affirmation
Steve Walker, transferred from Grace Lutheran Church, Houston, TX
Lucy Wang, baptism
Claire Williams, affirmation
Patricia Witte, transferred from King of Glory Lutheran Church, Dallas, TX
Lanyi Zhang, affirmation
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Faith Camp 2016
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation
11

Faith Camp has been around for 20 years. The how, what,
and when have changed throughout the years, but the focus
is still on creating leaders and offering a meaningful day
camp experience to our community. Faith Camp is a big deal
at Faith Lutheran Church. So big, in fact, that the people in
our community who do not attend our church plan their
vacations around our Faith Camp. So big that we have a staff of over 50
leaders to make three weeks of Faith Camp in July happen. So big that we
have over 150 children already registered. So big that some people are
stressed and some people are rejoicing. Faith Camp is a big undertaking
and that is why each of us should be praying for our 2016 Faith Camp
leaders and about partnering with us as mentor.
Camp Manager: Erin O’Dea
Assistant Camp Manager: Michael Farner
Directors: Jake Long, Treyon Washington, Marlaena Dobbins, Daniel
Castillo, Ashley Moody, Eric Linberg, Jacob Boihem, Jasmine Gabriel, and
Stephanie Huwyler
Small Group Leaders: Peter Nikonowicz, Meredith Milholland, Tommie
Huwyler, Bridget Kennedy, Daniel Farner, Ben Wilcockson, Thomas
Swindell, Dylan Terrell, Claire Lefevers, Jarron Oworu, Jaydon Oworu,
Lauren Apollo, Josh Gohlke, Madeleine Arteaga and Ella DeKunder

FAITH CAMP
CALLING ALL
SUPERHEROS!
Register TODAY!
 For kids who are ages 5 - 12
by this summer
 $130 per child/per week
(each week will be different)
 Sibling discount! $5 off per
sibling who attends Faith
Camp

Support Staff: Ariana Hale, Rachel LaWell, Jackson McGlothlin, Bria Scott,
Shilin You, Sam Kennedy, Mengjia Sun, Spenser Dale, Bianca Sendra, Jack
Pickett, William Gill, Madeline Banks, Alice Tian, Alena Bujnowski, Jordan
Sanders, Ethan Gibson, Elizabeth Parker, Dillon Williams, Zach Caruthers,
Josh Boihem, Eric Lopez, Andy Lopez, Isaac Wolf, Chris Rota, and Antonio
Trevino

 Bring a NEW friend to Faith
Camp for $5 off per
*friend (*has never attended
Faith Camp)

Faith Camp Team: Kristen Krueger, Wendy Farner, Jeannette Sebesta,
Susan Tallman, Staci DeKunder, Diana Boihem, Karen Elsen and Ben
Remmert

 $30 off if you register for all
three weeks

CALLING ALL GRADUATES
Sunday, May 22
We want to celebrate with you on Sunday, May 22! We will be recognizing all
of our graduates at each worship service. Even if you will be out of town for
Memorial Day, we would like to include you and your accomplishment.
If you are graduating from High School, College, Grad School, Tech School, Boot
Camp, or any other school, please contact Jason Houlihan by email at
jhoulihan@faithbellaire.org and include where you are graduating from and
11
your future educational or career goals.

 Pizza on Wednesday is FREE!

To sign up for Faith Camp, go
to www.faithbellaire.org and
look for Faith Camp under the
“Learning” tab.
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Songs of Faith, Volume 2
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner,
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
12

I am very pleased to announce the release of Songs of Faith, Volume 2. Why is it called “Volume 2?”
The main reason is that this recording is not the first recording that Faith Lutheran Church has
produced. The original Songs of Faith LP record was recorded in 1979. There are only a handful of
these records left, but I recently had this recording “digitized” for preservation in the years to come.
Amazingly, some of the same voices heard on the 1979 recording can be heard on the Volume 2
recording from 2015!
One of the things I’m most proud of is the diversity of music that is found on Songs of Faith, Volume 2. The original
1979 recording featured Faith’s choir and organ. You can still hear Faith’s choir and organ on the newest recording,
but you also hear the Faith Alive! Band, Handbell Choir, Adrian Joseph, and Chinese Worship. Our worship ministry
has grown a lot through the decades.
Here is the track listing from Volume 2 and a few notes about each of the songs:

SONGS OF FAITH, VOLUME 2
NOW AVAILABLE!
The new music recording featuring all of the music ensembles
at Faith is now available! You can get the CD or digital
download for $10. See Clayton for more details or to
purchase.

1. Only a Man – Adrian Joseph (3:44). The words and
music of this song are by Jonny Lang, a blues musician.
2. Be a Blessing – Faith Alive! Band (2:40). The words and
music of this song were written by members of the Faith
Band.
3. Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer – Alan Balius, organ
(2:35). This is one of Alan’s most popular postludes!
4. I Shall Not Be Moved – Faith Choir (2:31). The Faith
Choir enjoys singing this energetic gospel hymn.
5. You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore – Faith Alive!
Band (5:07). This song is sung in both Spanish and English
and features Kathy Patrick’s vocals.
6. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – Handbell Choir
(2:26). Although the full handbell ensemble wasn’t
available for the recording, the team did a great job with
their songs.

7. I Love to Tell the Story – Alan Balius, organ (2:54). This
track features the some of the sweeter tones of our Visser
-Rowland organ.
8. Great God Who Saves – Faith Alive! Band (4:20). This
song by Laura Story is one of the band’s favorites.
9. You’ll Never Leave Me, Nor Forsake Me – Chinese
Worship (4:39). This song is sung in Chinese by Eva Dai,
Andy Wang, and other worship leaders.
10. How Lovely are the Messengers – Faith Choir (3:06).
The Faith Choir shines on this Mendelssohn piece.
11. Ukrainian Bell Carol – Handbell Choir (2:00). You can
hear this piece every year at the Lessons and Carols
service during Advent.
1212. Before the Marvel of this Night – Faith Choir (3:15).
The album closes with the theme of Christmas. This is one
of my favorite choral anthems!
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Lutheran World Relief In-Gathering
by Diana Rettig

Easter time is time for “In-Gathering for
LWR” hosted by Epiphany Lutheran in
Jersey Village. This year our quilt group managed to make 60 quilts! Dorothy Rosenbaum and
Marcia Karns also made a few fabric kits.
Special thanks to Marcia Karns for delivering these supplies the Monday after Easter. The
quilting group will not meet during the month of July.

Blood Drive
Sunday, May 22 @ 8:30 AM
Community Room

Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation
Sunday, May 1
Sanctuary
Faith will be hosting a
blood drive on May 22!

Please remember to
sign up starting May 15
in the Fellowship Hall or online at www.giveblood.org
(organization 1037) so there is adequate staff and
minimal waiting time.

We will celebrate the Rite of Affirmation of
Baptism with the following teens and their families
at both the 8:30 and 10:50 AM services.
Annika Becker, Joshua Boihem, Lyle Jares, Sam
Kennedy, Nathaniel Michaud, Sabrina Schlather,
Caleb Seitz, and Dillon Williams.
Formation of Faith presentations at 9:45 AM in
the Sanctuary.

If you are unable to donate, you can still participate by
helping with snacks and a light lunch for the blood
center staff, preparing the room the night before, or
inviting a friend or relative to donate!

13
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Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or
class has been
scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to
our facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and intercom
system at the office doors to the
administrative wing. The office staff
will buzz you in if the office doors
are locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors are
locked during the week. It’s a matter
of security for staff, visitors, the Day
School, and Mother’s Day Out. The
facility is large, and if all the doors
are unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in.



Rebuilding Together Houston
Sunday, May 7 @ 8:30 AM
4734 Larkspur, Houston, TX 77033



2016 Synod Assembly
Starting Thursday, May 19-21
Hilton Houston North



Blood Drive
Sunday, May 22 @ 8:30 AM
Community Room



High School Night
Sundays, May 1 and 15 @ 7:00 PM
Faith Center Youth Room (400 and 401)
If you have any questions about upcoming events,
please email info@faithbellaire.org.

Thank you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office hours.

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Her children rise up and call her happy;
her husband too, and he praises her:
“Many women have done excellently,
but you surpass them all.”
Proverbs 31:28-29 NRSV
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—May 2016
May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

Acolyte

Caleb Seitz

Ying Stock-Bordnick

Lisa Rollinson

Audrey DeKunder

Dylan McGouldrick

Crucifer

Dillon Williams

Sam Kennedy

Nicholas Groenewold

Ella DeKunder

Caleb Seitz

Lector

Sabrina Schlather
Nathaniel Michaud

Doug Elsen

Carl Watson

Bryan Ives

Jan Kolosseus

Communion
Assistants

Annika Becker
Joshua Boihem

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Carl Watson
Sharon Richter

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Asst Minister

Sam Kennedy
Lyle Jares

Don Hodde

Don Hodde

Bob Medlen

Bob Medlen

Ushers

Troy Becker
Randy Schawe

Bill Puryear
Brian Taylor

Bill Puryear
Brian Taylor

Cory and LaRae Nelson

Cory and LaRae Nelson

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Doris Williams
Suzanne Fisbeck

Doris Williams
Suzanne Fisbeck

10:50 AM

May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

Acolytes/Crucifer

Lyle Jares
Nathaniel Michaud

JD Jones
Dylan Williams

Alice Tian
Josh Boihem

Lyle Jares
Annika Becker

Andy Allen
Sabrina Schlather

Communion
Assistants

Dillon Williams
Sam Kennedy

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Kelley Keller
Janice Decker

Wendy Farner
Susan Tallman

Dave Farner
Daniel Farner

Asst Minister

Joshua Boihem
Sabrina Schlather

Eric Lerch

Eric Lerch

Ushers

Cross Family

Jon and Nancy
Holmes

Parkan Family

Jim Rollinson
Lerch Family

Susan Tallman
Roxy Funchess

Altar Guild

Bob and Ida Medlen

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Doris Williams
Suzanne Fisbeck

Doris Williams
Suzanne Fisbeck

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kristen Krueger
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alexandria DeCuire
Alan Balius
15Obando
Alicia
Ana Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Faith Formation
Family Ministry Coordinator
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services
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All Day MM Article Due
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

23
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

30

15
All Day Pentecost
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM MOVE (FC)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 PM Worship Team Meeting (201)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

22

29

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 PM MOVE (FC)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

All Day Graduate Sunday
8:30 AM Blood Drive (300)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM MOVE (FC)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
11:00 AM Mission Trip Car Wash
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
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All Day Memorial Day
All Day Church Office and Schools
Closed
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

9
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

8

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
7:00 PM Faith House Board Meeting
(101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

31

24

17
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection (lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Team Meeting
(101)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

10
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

3

25
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

18
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

11
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

4
9:00 AM MDO Moms and Muffins
(FC)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Team
Meeting (101)
7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Thu

26
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

19
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
1:30 PM Palmer Program (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

12
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 309)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

5
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:30 PM Faith Choir Party (101)
6:45 PM Executive Team Meeting
(108)
7:30 PM AA Women Only (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

May 2016 - Calendar of Events
Wed

9:00 AM MDO Moms and Muffins (FC)
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300)
6:30 PM Cornerstone 2nd Stage (FC)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (309)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

6:00 PM PNO (FC)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship
Gathering (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

27

20

13

6
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat
7

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

28

21

14
8:00 AM CCSC Food Pantry
8:00 AM Disciple Project Car Wash
(Faith Parking Lot)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 309)
9:00 AM Faith Camp Mentor Meetn-Greet (FH)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

16

All Day Mother’s Day
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM MOVE (FC)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

All Day Confirmation Sunday
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Formation Paper (Sanc)
9:45 AM MOVE (FC)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Hand Bell Choir (200)
2:30 PM Sunday Sing (208)
4:00 PM Divorce Care (101)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
7:00 PM HS Night (400, 401)

2
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 309)

Mon

1

Sun
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