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Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is
no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have
been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists authority resists
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgement.
Romans 13:1-2
We all know the list of subjects that we are cautioned against talking
about in public. It isn’t a long list. Religion, politics, sex, and money.
Now think about the overwhelming majority of what you have read about or seen on
television regarding the electoral process this year - religion, politics, sex, and money.
Just do the math.

You Shop!
Amazon Gives!
Faith American Lutheran
Church is now a charitable
organization on the Amazon
Smile program.
This program will give back to
Faith 0.5% of all eligible
purchases you make on
Amazon.
The key to this working:
You must always start on
AmazonSmile’s webpage to
make your purchases.
Here's a link to the page so
you don't have to search for
Faith.
https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1383286

While I do NOT agree, I realize that many of us were programmed since childhood
that talking about these Big Four topics is dangerous, impolite, and in poor taste in
mixed company. Why, then, are we so surprised to run into problems later in life given
our difficulty in broaching such subjects in an adult manner?
What could possibly be more important to the quality of our lives than healthy
conversations about religion, politics, sex, and money? Or what could be more
dangerous than being spiritually manipulated by heretical god talk, hoodwinked by
political chicanery or demagogy, polluted by sexual violence and abuse, or bought off
in the money chase? Can Jesus help us?
Jesus never used the word “religion.” He never sought a public office nor did he rally
crowds to throw out Pontius Pilate. He was chaste, celibate, and only mentioned sex
within the context of marriage. There is nothing in the Bible about Jesus working for
money or even asking for money.
Religious people called for his crucifixion. He was rejected, not selected. The chief
politician in the Jesus story was more interested in crowd control than in justice.
People were very troubled by Jesus’ willingness to accept prostitutes at his dinner
table, even allowing their tears to fall on his feet. And Judas made a deal for 30 pieces
of silver. If anything, the Big Four were what got Jesus into trouble.
As Luther said, “Were Jesus not human, he couldn’t know us. Were Jesus not God, he
couldn’t help us.” So how can Jesus help us with the common big issues of our lives,
including our voting on November 8?
Religion, politics, sex, and money are all about relationships. Jesus’ life and message
serve primarily as words of warning. Jesus warns us against the temptation to turn
religion into idolatry. He warns us against the abuses possible by those granted
political power and authority. He warns us that sex is much more relationally
significant than hormones, friction, and opportunity. And he reminds us that money is
merely a means of exchange, a means to an end, not an end in and of itself.
Be an informed voter. Google your zip code to see what will be on your ballot beyond
the presidential election. Go vote. And when the election is over, remember the
words of Romans 13. We get to vote a couple of times a year; we are citizens 24/7.
Show respect to those who are elected and respect to those who differ in their views
of government. Do your part. Pay your taxes. Write letters to your representatives.
Engage the process.
But don’t expect quick and easy answers to difficult and complex problems. Don’t
expect citizenship without sacrifice or freedom without responsibility. Don’t be afraid
to teach your children the importance of conversations about religion, politics, sex,
and money. They are all good gifts from the God who loves us and wants only the best
for every one of us.
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Prayer Corner - Remembering
by Peggy Porter
Read Isaiah 49:13-23, Psalm 25:1-7

are slaves to sin, God remembers our freedom. When
despair drains our strength dry, God remembers our
joy. When money or health problems bury us so deep we
can’t gasp for air, God remembers our lives and breathes
into us hope.

“Remember the wondrous works that he has
done, his miracles and the judgments he
And God helps us remember as well. God shows us we
uttered.” 1 Chronicles 16:12
are God’s own children and heirs through the sacrificial
death of the Son. God shows us what is planned for us
God’s promise to send a Savior. God’s promise not to
eternally in the kingdom. Then, tying us together in a
destroy the world again with a flood. God’s promises of
quilt of memory, God reminds us who we are to one
eternal kingship to David’s family. God’s people who are another. As the Church, we serve as memory boosters for
suffering. God remembers it all. God remembers us all.
our brothers and sisters in the faith. Thus bolstered, we
will never again forget our living Lord, and he will surely
From our first words to our secret wishes, from our
always remember us.
saddest moments to our greatest victories and every day
in between, God remembers us. Better yet, God
Pray: Lord, may our memories of your salvation move us
remembers who we are even when we forget. When we always to action. Amen.

President’s Page
by Don Hodde, Faith Lutheran Church Council President

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10
Tonight as I write this article, I am grateful.
I am grateful for this church, and what it has
meant to me and my family for over three decades.

People we may never meet. I am grateful for your
generosity.
In October, Pastor Kerry suggested we make an effort to
identify others in our church family we may not know very
well and take time to come together, to share a meal and
get to know them. Barbara and I were given the
opportunity to do this when we were invited by another
couple, and eight of us enjoyed a wonderful evening of
food and fellowship. Getting to know others in our
community at a different level. I am grateful for that
opportunity to build stronger relationships.

I am grateful for a great God, who has blessed this
congregation in so many ways.

As the opening passage above states, “let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household
of faith.” The examples above are examples of doing good,
I am grateful for how this congregation gives back to God,
with focus on supporting our brothers and sisters in this
to the community, to those we may never meet.
wider house of those that share our faith. A faith in a God
Each month, we give to other congregations in the Houston and Savior that is so good to us we are honored and
area whose ministry in their communities are dependent on privileged to give back to God and God’s people. And we
are blessed in return.
our help. We give to our local synod and the wider ELCA
church to support ministries for so many in our community
Later this month, on Sunday, November 13, we will come
and beyond. God is blessed through this giving, and I am
together for our church’s semi-annual meeting. Here we
grateful for this church in its stewardship.
will approve our 2017 Mission Plan. This plan reflects how
we will do good for our members, for those in our
In late September we celebrated as a church family after
community, for those we may never know, in the year
raising more than $33,000 to support the Faith House
ahead. Because we are called, ‘as we have opportunity,’ to
Ministry. Faith House supports families in need of long
continue to serve others, to do good to everyone, especially
term, low cost housing as they seek medical treatment.
Continued on page 4
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Parent’s Night Out
Friday, November 4 and 18 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old.
The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each additional child
(same household) with a $45 household max. You may pay in cash at the door or online in
advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give and select Parent's Night Out. Please cancel
reservations anytime prior to the event by email to pno@faithbellaire.org or text message to
713-314-6738.
Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive
place for your child to go when you need a parent’s night out!

Continued from page 3

those who are of the household of faith. I am grateful for
our church’s faithfulness to its mission.
We will also ask for your vote to elect a slate of candidates
for church council positions. I am grateful for all those that
have accepted the call to serve. We have candidates for all
positions needed! Thank you.
To honor the time and commitment of these volunteer
leaders, we also will seek your support to evaluate new
approaches to church governance in 2017. The proposed
governance changes will maximize the value from the time
people commit to serving, using their time and skills for doing real ministry, and minimizing ‘administry’ (administrative
overhead that can come with being a volunteer leader in an organization like a church). I am grateful for the leadership
of Pastor Kerry and the Executive Board for recommending the changes as they seek to do good for our people.
Finally, the month of November brings a time of preparation for holidays, for Thanksgiving, for celebrating the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Again, this will be an opportunity for us to do good for others. Maybe you will decide to invite
another family to share Thanksgiving with yours. Maybe you will volunteer for the CCSC Jingle Bell Express in early
December, donating your time to help bring joy in the form of food and gifts to families among us in need. Maybe this
coming Christmas season you will seek to serve our broader community in other ways, as you have opportunity, to do
good to everyone, especially to those who are of the household of faith.
So, again, I am grateful for all of you, the people of Faith. Grateful for who you are, and all you do.
See you in church!
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Congregational Meal and Meeting
Sunday, November 13 @ 12:00 PM
Faith Center
We will gather in the Faith Center on November 13 at noon for
our Congregational Meal and Meeting. Key agenda items include
the Financial Mission Plan, the new governance ministry model
bylaw amendment, and electing congregational leaders (please
see the nominees on the next page).
A Congregational Forum on the 2017 proposed Financial Mission
Plan (budget) will be on Sunday, November 6 in the Fellowship
Hall at 12:15 PM.

2016 Church Council
Don Hodde, President

Terry Amundson, Community Life

Lorah Gough, Social Ministry, Chair

Beth Bruce, Vice President

Jeannette Sebesta, Hospitality, Chair

Suzanne Girouard, Social Ministry

Wendy Farner, Second Vice President

Evangeline Dai, Hospitality

Jon Holmes, Stewardship, Chair

Lenora Ohlenbusch, Treasurer

Elaine Gabriel, Parish Education, Chair

Brian Taylor, Stewardship

Mardi Mayerhoff, Financial Secretary

Dave Gohlke, Parish Education

Barbara McDowell, Worship, Chair

Joann Welton, Recording Secretary

Tom Dorman, Property, Chair

Terri Schlather, Youth and Family, Chair

Roxy Funchess, Community Life, Chair

Art Grove, Property

Yvonne Moody, Youth and Family

Women’s Connection
Women's Connection will meet
on Tuesday, November 8 inside
the lobby by the church office
at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is welcome!
For more information about the Women’s
Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at
bcauthen1@gmail.com or 281-630-8088.

Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will
meet on Thursday, November
3 at 10:00 AM in the
Conference Room.
We would love for you to join us for Bible study. Come
hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts and drinks are
provided. Socializing with the group is so joyful.
All are welcome!
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2017 Church Council Nominees
George Amundson, 2ND VICE PRESIDENT
George Amundson is from Aberdeen, South Dakota, and currently lives in Bellaire. George is nominated for the 2nd Vice
President position on the Executive Board. He is a salesman for Gulf Atlantic Packaging and has been a member of Faith
for 36 years (“I realize it doesn’t sound right because you don’t even think I am that old”). George’s favorite thing about
Faith is the paid staff: Pastor Nelson, Pastor Tan, Stacy Williams, Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Jason Houlihan, Yu Cao, Alan
Balius, Kendolyn Pope, Alicia Obando, Ana Rivas, and Darrell Glenn. One thing that will surprise people about George: he
enjoys woodworking.

Jim Brekke, RECORDING SECRETARY
James N. (Jim) Brekke grew up outside a small town in northwestern Wisconsin. He currently lives near Fulshear. Jim is
nominated for the Recording Secretary position on the Executive Board. Jim works in offshore oil and gas as a consulting
engineer and has been a member of Faith since 2008 (for eight years). Jim’s favorite thing about Faith is our radical
hospitality. One thing that will surprise people about Jim: he worked on his parents' dairy farm until age 23.

Leslie Parkan, TREASURER
Leslie Parkan grew up in La Porte (a southeast suburb of Houston). She and her husband Bill currently live in the
Memorial area of Houston, with their children Samuel (7) and Abbie (6). Leslie is nominated for the Treasurer position
on the Executive Board. Leslie is the AVP of System Accounting for Memorial Hermann Health System, where she has
worked for the past 20 years. Leslie has been a member of Faith for about 15 years. Her favorite thing about Faith is the
people of Faith. She loves seeing Faith in action, and the investment in the spiritual growth of our children. One thing
that will surprise people about Leslie: she played soccer from age six through college (Texas Lutheran), where she
helped to launch the women's soccer program.

Mayra Marshall, COMMUNITY LIFE
Mayra Marshall grew up in Modesto, California, a conservative, farming community 50 miles east of San Francisco. She
currently lives in Houston, but recently moved from Baton Rouge, LA after 5 years. Mayra is nominated for the ViceChair position on the Community Life Board. Mayra is a Senior Trainer in Learning and Development for Verizon
Communications. In addition, she has been a small business owner and has owned several franchises in Texas, Alabama,
and Louisiana. Mayra has been a member of Faith for almost a year (December will be the one year mark). Mayra’s
favorite thing about Faith is the kindness and approachability of Faith’s members, who have made her feel welcome and
inspired her commitment to serve the community she lives in. One thing that will surprise people about Mayra: her first
language is Spanish and both of her parents are Mexican immigrants.

Jeannette Sebesta, HOSPITALITY
Jeannette Sebesta grew up in Houston and currently lives in Bellaire. Jeannette is nominated for the Vice-Chair position
on the Hospitality Board, which she enjoys very much. Jeannette taught school for 13 years before she had her
daughter, Kristina and has been a member of Faith since 1992 (for 24 years). Jeannette’s favorite thing about Faith is
the Choir and the Sunday brunch, where everyone can visit and have great fellowship. One thing that will surprise
people about Jeannette: she still mows and edges the yard.

Eric Lerch, PARISH EDUCATION
Eric Lerch grew up in Southern California and currently lives in Houston (Westbury). Eric is nominated for the Vice-Chair
position on the Parish Education Board. Eric is an administrator, teacher, and coach at Episcopal High School and has
been a member of Faith for five years. Eric’s favorite thing about Faith is the church’s determination to live out the
gospel in our community. One thing that will surprise people about Eric: he is considered to be the community's leading
expert on all things Disney at Episcopal High School.

Tom Dorman, PROPERTY
Tom Dorman grew up in Shreveport, LA, Springfield, OH, and Scarsdale, NY. He currently lives in Houston (Meyerland).
Tom is nominated for the Vice-Chair position on the Property Board. Tom is currently self-employed running his own
small business and has been a member of Faith since 2000. Tom’s favorite thing about Faith is – he doesn't know where
to start! One thing that will surprise people about Tom: he really enjoys a nice cigar.

Beverly Sones, SOCIAL MINISTRY
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Beverly Sones grew up in the Sharpstown area of Houston and has now been a resident of Bellaire, Texas for 40 years.
Beverly is nominated for the Vice-Chair position on the Social Ministry Board. Beverly was the Registrar at Roberts
Elementary in HISD before she retired two years ago. Beverly joined Faith 30 years ago but had a 10 year hiatus at
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, where her family had known the pastor for many years. Beverly’s favorite thing
about Faith is that, while she prefers the Heritage service, there are different opportunities for people to worship in the
way that is most meaningful to them. One thing that will surprise people about Beverly: she rode a mule to the bottom
of the Grand Canyon and when she reached the bottom, she told her husband (Randy) that she couldn't ride the mule
back to the top the next day. He told her that the cost to helicopter out would be thousands of dollars, so Juanita (her
stubborn mule) and she hoofed it back to the rim the next day!

Jon Holmes, STEWARDSHIP
Jon Holmes was born in Ohio, moved to Texas when he went to college, and "grew up" in Houston, where he currently
lives. Jon is nominated for the Vice-Chair position on the Stewardship Board. Jon is self-employed as a prosthetist and
has been a member of Faith for 27 years. Jon’s favorite thing about Faith is Faith Camp and raising his kids at FLC. One
thing that will surprise people about Jon: he has run three full marathons.

Barbara McDowell, WORSHIP
Barbara McDowell grew up near Buffalo, NY and currently lives in Bellaire. Barbara is nominated for the Vice-Chair
position on the Worship Board. Barbara is a legal assistant and has been a member of Faith since 2001. Barbara’s
favorite thing about Faith is the people! One thing that will surprise people about Barbara: her college degree is in
microbiology.

James Richman, WORSHIP
James (Jim) Richman grew up in Tower City, ND. He currently lives in Houston. Jim is nominated for the Chair position
on the Worship Board. Jim is an insurance salesman and financial advisor (he is semi-retired sometimes) and has been a
member of Faith for 40 years. Jim’s favorite thing about Faith is the music and all the great, friendly people who work at
the church every week to make it happen! One thing that will surprise people about Jim: he was a farmer in ND until
1968, when he moved to Houston.

Courtney Fast, YOUTH & FAMILY
Courtney Fast grew up in Manvel, Texas, and currently lives in the Memorial area in Houston, Texas. Courtney is
nominated for the Vice-Chair position on the Youth and Family Board. Courtney currently stays at home with her kids,
but is a chiropractor who was in private practice for 13 years. Courtney has been a member of Faith since 2002-ish and
her favorite thing about Faith is all the great outreach we do here. She loves to tell people about Faith House and our
Chinese speaking ministry. One thing that will surprise people about Courtney: she’s still not on Facebook!

Kathy Patrick, MISSION FUND COMMITTEE MEMBER
Kathy Patrick grew up in El Paso, Texas, and she currently lives in the Memorial area in Houston. She is the mother of
Connor (pictured with her), Dylan (a student at Carleton College in Minnesota), and the wife of Arthur Murphy, who
serves as the pastor of St. James Church/Santiago Apostol in Oak Forest. Kathy is nominated for the Mission Fund
Committee Member position. Kathy is a lawyer and partner in the law firm of Gibbs & Bruns LLP. Kathy doesn’t know
how long she has been a member at Faith. Her favorite thing about Faith is that we are becoming increasingly diverse,
not just in our worship styles but in our learning groups and those who pass through our doors. She is excited about our
commitment to be a blessing “beyond our walls” through our support of Latino missions in our area and is appreciative
of the congregation’s understanding that—when it comes to people with disabilities, mental illness, or addiction—the
issue is not about “welcome” it is about full inclusion. One thing that will surprise people about Kathy: she grew up on
the south side of the Rio Grande River, but not in Mexico. Ask her and she’ll explain!
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The Joy of Giving
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

As I write it is mid-October. The ads for holiday shopping start
piling up on our dining table. I begin to think about our Black Friday
shopping list. Of course, I have good reasons to justify all the things
I want to purchase. Or am I kidding myself? Several years ago, I
read David Anderson and Paul Hill’s book “Frogs Without Legs
Can’t Hear.” The book is about why and how church and family
should work together to raise children in Christian faith. One
paragraph in the book caught my attention and I still remember it.
“B. Earl Puckett, former president of a department store conglomerate, noted, ‘It
is our job to make people unhappy with what they have.’ With the assistance of
the advertising industry, our consumer culture exploits this unhappiness to make
people desire more. People are conditioned to want what they don’t have and be
dissatisfied with what they do have.” (p. 91)

Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

FCF Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship (FC)

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

Does the consumer culture create unhappiness in us? The consumer culture
creates many man-made, artificial “needs” and “wants,” attempting to convince
us that our happiness depends on the products that we really don’t need. Those
man-made, artificial desires are like cravings for drugs which create temporary
“highs” and long-term emptiness. It is very possible that we can be drugged by
the consumer culture to such an extent that we can no longer tell the difference
between necessities and luxuries, between real needs and wants of fancy.
A drug addict cannot imagine a healthy and happy life without drugs. Can we
imagine a good and happy life without letting the advertising industry dictate
the conditions of our happiness? I am not blaming the consumer culture, as if I
am only a victim of it. The realization that I let myself be enmeshed in the
consumer culture, however, can be the first step to walk away from it. But
where shall I go? What is true happiness, if it is not the fulfillment of those
superficial and artificial desires that really cannot be satisfied?
Thomas Merton, a monk and great spiritual teacher of 20th century, wrote the
following words in the 1960s: “Why can we not be content with the secret gift of
happiness that God offers us, without consulting the rest of the world? Why do
we insist, rather, on a happiness that is approved by the magazines and TV?
Perhaps because we do not believe in a happiness that is given to us for nothing.
We do not think we can be happy with a happiness that has no price tag on it.”

Jesus says, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) Do we
believe it? Science magazine published a story back in 2008 about a research
project of social psychologist Elizabeth Dunn of the University of British
Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. Prof. Dunn and her team did a bunch of
experiments and surveys to find out what kind of spending really does make
people happy. Here is their finding in a nutshell: people are happier when they
spend money helping others. Other scientific studies on the impact of charitable
giving and service to others on people’s wellbeing have yielded similar results.
Continued on page 7
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Grace Bags and Homeless Lunches
Have you experienced what it’s like to give dignity and respect
to a panhandler instead of cash? Don’t miss this blessing. Our
middle schoolers made Grace Bags during their Sunday morning
learning group time as a service project.
Please remember to give your name and ask for theirs. Prayer is
a great equalizer of power. You are not the only one with
something to offer, but what you have to offer with a Grace Bag is helpful. A $5 donation to
cover the cost of the Grace Bag and a homeless lunch for two people on the streets is
requested.

Continued from page 6

“The Secret to Happiness Is Helping Others” is the title of an article that first appeared on the Time magazine website in
October 2015. It says, “Scientific research provides compelling data to support the anecdotal evidence that giving is a
powerful pathway to personal growth and lasting happiness. …Experiments show evidence that altruism is hardwired in
the brain—and it’s pleasurable. Helping others may just be the secret to living a life that is not only happier but also
healthier, wealthier, more productive, and meaningful.” (http://time.com/4070299/secret-to-happiness/)
The holiday shopping season is going to be upon us sooner than we think. Here are the questions I’d like all of us to
think about:
 Are we willing to experience the joy of spiritual growth through service to others?
 Are we committed to becoming healthier and happier Christians through intentional giving to God’s mission and
ministry in the upcoming holiday season?
Jesus says, “it is more blessed to give than receive.” I challenge all of us to do some experiments to test the validity of
Jesus’ words.

During the month of October the
Stewardship Team challenged every
person at Faith Lutheran Church to do
one of the most important things that
Jesus did: eat together. The purpose
was simple: get to know someone new
at church. Table fellowship is one of the
best ways to do that! Thanks to all who
participated. The
invitation is still
open; send us a
picture if you eat
together.
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What Is the Primary Symbol of Worship?
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

What would you say is the primary symbol of Christian worship?
Have you ever thought about this question? Let me suggest another
way to think about this question. If you walk into a room of people
engaged in Christian worship, what is the symbol in the room that
gives it away? I believe most people would agree that a cross or
crucifix would be the main symbol that is a dead giveaway that a
room is used for Christian worship. However, that is not always the case.
Last month I traveled to Rochester, MN for a continuing education event. We
gathered at Zumbro Lutheran Church to learn more about our Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (ELW) hymnal on the 10th anniversary of its publication. I was struck by
the space for worship at Zumbro Lutheran. What stands out to you in their space?

All Saints’ Sunday
November 6
All Saints’ Sunday is an
opportunity for us to celebrate
our place within the
communion
of saints of all times and
places. This year, we have two
ways of remembering both our
friends and family now with
God in paradise. We are
inviting everyone that morning
to bring with them to church a
framed picture of a friend or
family member who has
passed away. We will also read
the names of the faithful
departed during our
remembrance on All Saints'
Sunday.

The first thing that stood out to me was the bold, red letters quoting a passage
from 2 Corinthians. This text hovers on the back wall of the chancel, just above the
table, and constantly reminds those gathered of God’s mission in Christ.

Next I noticed the object suspended in the air. What does this object represent to
you? I can see several things. I could interpret this object as a crown of thorns, a
circle of connecting crosses, or the wings of doves. Perhaps you see something
different. Then I realized it. There was no cross in this room. At least there was no
central, direct, grab-your-attention cross to tell you that this room was used for
Christian worship.
Back to my question: what is the symbol in the room that gives Christian worship
away? Actually, sorry, that was a trick question. It is a trick question because you
may not consider the answer to be a symbol. The answer is people. The assembly
gathered is the primary symbol in Christian worship. “Church” first and foremost is
a people, not a building. The place in which we gather, the things we do - none of
these would occur if not for the gathering of God’s people.
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Blood Drive
Sunday, November 20 @ 8:30 AM
Community Room
Faith will be hosting a blood drive on November 20!
Please remember to sign up starting November 6 in the Fellowship Hall or online at
www.giveblood.org (organization 1037) so there is adequate staff and minimal waiting time.
If you are unable to donate you can still participate by helping with snacks and a light lunch
for the blood center staff, preparing the room the night before, or inviting a friend or
relative to donate!

Jingle Bell Express is coming to town!
Jingle Bell Express was created in 1980 by CCSC to
provide Christmas joy to families who might otherwise
be unable to celebrate the holidays.
How can you help?
 Adopt a cradle! Pick up a cradle in the lobby and take
it home to paint and decorate. Return the cradle by
Sunday, December 4 to the lobby. Including a baby
doll would make a perfect gift!
 Volunteer during the sort, set-up, and distribution
phases. This is a great way for your children to help
you and be a blessing themselves!
 New toys and books are needed for donation for
children ages 0-15 years. The highest needs are for
quality infant/toddler toys, as well as for teenagers.
Where to go?
Bellaire United Methodist Church
4417 Bellaire Blvd., Bellaire, TX 77401
When:
Be on the lookout in November for a table to sign up to
volunteer.

Community Thanksgiving Day Feast
Thursday, November 24
This Thanksgiving we are continuing an old Faith
tradition. On Thanksgiving Day, November 24, the
pastors, staff, and their families will be preparing and
sharing a Thanksgiving meal for anyone who would like
to come. We'll be cooking up a storm in the morning
and opening the doors at noon to spend the afternoon
together.
We will gather in the Faith Center where we'll eat,
watch football, play games, and let the children run
around and play. All we need to know is how many
people will be attending.
If you would like to attend, call the church office or
email us at info@faithbellaire.org and we will get your
name on the list. We have so much to be thankful for,
so let's make this a fun day. Invite your friends and
neighbors.
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Hanging of the Greens and Cookie Share
Saturday, December 3 @ 9:00 AM
The best way to get in the Christmas spirit is by hanging
ornaments on a tree, snacking on something sweet, and
humming along to holiday classics!
The whole family is able to help us with this event. We need
lots of hands because we have lots of decorations. Bring three
dozen of your favorite holiday cookies or dessert and when
we’re finished you can take home a sampling of what
everyone brought.

Upcoming Youth and Family Events
by Jason Houlihan, Director of Faith Formation

Faith Family Friday Movie Night
Friday, November 11, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Our outdoor movie night out by the labyrinth featuring the movie, “Inside Out.” We’ll have the
popcorn and candy all you need is a blanket or lawn chair.

Caroling, Crafts, and Cocoa!
Friday, December 9, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Join us in the Faith Center for a festive celebration of all things Christmas.
Breakfast with Santa
Saturday December 10, 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Drop the children off for a morning with Santa, crafts, breakfast, and more while you get all that shopping
done. $25 for the first child, $15 for each additional child, and a max of $60 per family.
Christmas Eve Worship
Saturday, December 24, 4:00 PM
Join us for a family oriented Christmas Eve service. There will be carols, a children's message, candle lighting,
and more.
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Pictures from the
Pre-Halloween Bash
on October 28

Faith Family Movie Night
Friday, November 11 @ 6:30 PM
Grass Area by Labyrinth

14

Please Use Office Entrance
During Office Hours
Unless a meeting or class has
been scheduled on the
calendar, all doors to our
facilities are locked during office
hours.
We have a wonderful security
system with a camera and
intercom system at the office
doors to the administrative
wing. The office staff will buzz
you in if the office doors are
locked. Please park in the
parking lot behind the church
designated for Faith.
You may wonder why the doors
are locked during the week. It’s
a matter of security for staff,
visitors, the Day School, and
Mother’s Day Out. The facility is
large, and if all the doors are
unlocked, it’s hard to know
when someone comes in. Thank
you in advance for
understanding and for using the
office entrance during office
hours.

Come to spend the night and watch a fun movie with Faith
families. Free admission, popcorn and lemonade provided.
Bring bug spray, pillows, blankets and lawn chairs.
All are welcome!

Upcoming Lutherhill Ministry Camps
Camps for Families
Spring Family Retreat
April 21-23, 2017
Cost: $80 (13 years & older)/$55 (12 & under)

Camps for Elementary
Alpha’s (3 Day Camp)
June 11-14, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 1st grade)
Youngn’s
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 2nd or 3rd grade)
Yearlings
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA (completed 4th to 6th grade)

Camps for Junior High
Junior High Retreat
November 11-13, 2016
Cost: $130
Junior High Summer Camp
June 11-16, 2017
Cost: TBA

Visit us online
FaithBellaire.org

Faith Camp
July 10-14, 2017
July 17-21, 2017
July 24-28, 2017
Cost: $130

For more information and registration, go to
www.lutherhill.org or call 888-266-4613.
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - November 2016
8:30 AM

November 6

Acolyte

Trevor Groenewold

Crucifer

Nicholas Groenewold

Lector

November 13

November 20

November 27

Emma Voosen

Nicholas Gill

Dillon Williams

Alice Tian

William Gill

Sara Karow

Sharon Koch

Carol Strawn

Sharon Richter

Communion
Assistants

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Sara Karow
Sharon Koch

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Asst Minister

Sharon Richter

Sharon Richter

Bob Medlen

Bob Medlen

Ushers

Earl Thompson
Jeff Addicks

Earl Thompson
Jeff Addicks

Chris Jones
Scott Ramsey

Chris Jones
Scott Ramsey

Altar Guild

Anna Stock
Betty Dossey

Anna Stock
Betty Dossey

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

10:50 AM

November 6

November 13

November 20

November 27

Acolytes

Andrew Strickland
Dylan McGouldrick

JD Jones

Zach Michaud
Nate Michaud

Taylor Schugart
Audrey DeKunder

Communion
Assistants

Dave and Wendy Farner

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Roxy Funchess
Lorah Gough

Karen Ellison
Diana Boihem

Asst Minister

Eric Lerch

Eric Lerch

Susan Tallman

Susan Tallman

Ushers

Cross Family

DeKunder Family

Lerch Family

Parkan Family

Altar Guild

Anna Stock
Betty Dossey

Anna Stock
Betty Dossey

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond to the Planning
Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled during the
month and advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon, email info@faithbellaire.org
or 713-664-3048.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
FaithBellaire.org (website)
info@faithbellaire.org (email)

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
Jason Houlihan
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Alan Balius
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Director of Faith Formation
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

Sun

Daylight Saving Time Ends
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
7:00 PM HS Night (400, 401)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

6

13
All Day Lutherhill MS Retreat
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Congregational Meeting (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
20
8:00 AM Blood Drive (300)
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
7:00 PM HS Night (Off-campus)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
27
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship (Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:15 AM Board of Worship Meeting (201)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

Wed

Thu

4
6:00 PM PNO (FH)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Fri

November 2016 - Calendar of Events
Tue

3
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 PM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:45 PM Exec. Board Meeting (101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Mon
2
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Social Ministries Board
Meeting (101)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
7:30 PM Young Adults @ Faith (Offcampus)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

10
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

24

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

25

18
6:00 PM PNO (FH)
6:30 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

11

1
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting
(108)
6:30 PM Cornerstone “2nd
Stage” (400, 401)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)
9
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
7:30 PM Young Adults @ Faith (Offcampus)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

7

8
All Day Election Day
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
9:30 AM Women’s Connection
(Lobby)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

16
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:30 PM Young Adults @ Faith (Offcampus)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

All Day Thanksgiving Day
12:00 PM Community Lunch (FC)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

6:30 PM Family Movie Night
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

14
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

15
All Day Mountain Mover Due
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Board
Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

23
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC)

21
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)

22
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

17
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

28
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)
7:00 PM V8 Early Ford (300)

29
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

30
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 305)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (101)
7:30 PM Young Adults @ Faith (Offcampus)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

9:00 AM Sacraments Class (101)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

All Day Lutherhill MS Retreat
8:30 AM Faith House Board
Meeting (101)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

8:00 AM CCSC Food Pantry
(St Luke’s UMCGC)
9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306,
307, 308, 305)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

5

12

19

26

