November 2017
M o n t h l y N e w s l e tt e r o f

F a ith L u the ran C hu rch

In This Issue
Scattered Thoughts

Thanks and Giving

by Rev. Kerry Nelson, p. 2

by Rev. Junfeng Tan, p. 6

Prayer Corner

Saintly Sinners, Sinful Saints

by Peggy Porter, p. 3

by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, p. 8

Faith Schools

Meet Our New
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

by Kendolyn Pope, p. 3

by Kelsey Vickery, p. 5

Not What You Expect; Always God’s Plan
by John Vickery, p. 4

2

Scattered Thoughts
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor

2

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7
I didn’t see it coming. I came into August looking forward to what
we had ahead of us this fall. But I didn’t anticipate Hurricane
Harvey, my daughter’s house flooding, and her family moving in
with Kelley and me. I didn’t anticipate what I thought was going to be a little routine
procedure to fix my weird heartbeat suddenly becoming open heart surgery. And I
certainly didn’t anticipate a delightful couple like John and Kelsey Vickery moving
from Iowa to join our family ministry staff.

You Shop!
Amazon Gives!
Faith American Lutheran
Church is now a charitable
organization on the Amazon
Smile program.

But all of those things happened – whether I anticipated them or not. Such is life.
Sometimes God throws us fastballs, sometimes a curve, sometimes a spit ball, and
sometimes it feels like we got beaned.
We have often heard the old cliché – it isn’t what happens to us in life that matters,
it is what we do with what happens. So it is with the events of this fall. As
devastating as the hurricane has been to so many families, the greatest memory we
will take away is how incredibly brave, generous, and caring people were as we all
helped each other through it. It might take a long time for many people to get back
to a new normal but, between now and then, God continues to show up to help
them through. Having Kate and the kids at our house has been delightful!

This program will give back to
Faith 0.5% of all eligible
purchases you make on
Amazon.

John and Kelsey will no doubt find the complexity and expectations of their new
positions a bit overwhelming at first. But they have already discovered how helpful
it is to have a staff team around them and wonderful lay leaders and volunteers
who care about ministry with families and want us to be the best congregation for
families that we can be.

The key to this working:
You must always start on
AmazonSmile’s webpage to
make your purchases.

And I’m getting a big lesson in empathy as my surgery marked the first time I ever
spent the night in a hospital as a patient. Not to mention the first surgery that
insured that my brief time in the hospital would be miserable and I wouldn’t just
snap back to a new pain free normal overnight. I guess God decided it was time for
me to learn.

Here's a link to the page so
you don't have to search for
Faith.
https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/74-1383286

Although this article is for the November newsletter, I’m writing it on October 17.
There is a lot of stuff up in the air right now. The 500th anniversary of the
Reformation is still two weeks away. The Astros are up 2-1 against the Yankees and I
wonder how that will work out. Kate is still waiting to receive a bid from the
contractor she chose to rebuild her house. My chest still hurts and I haven’t ridden
a motorcycle since early September.
All of this reminds me of another cliché that I turn to all the time – I might not know
what the future holds but I know Who holds the future.
And because we know Who holds the future, we can be sustained and encouraged
through whatever happens to us along the way. Thus we receive the gifts of
gratitude and contentment. Thus we learn the lessons of humility and surrender.
Thus we know that peace that passes understanding, that will guard our hearts and
minds until the day of Jesus Christ.
2
Happy November and
Happy Thanksgiving to each and every one of you!
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Prayer Corner - Blessed Are You
by Peggy Porter
3
Read Matthew 5:1-12 and Psalm 39:1-8
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall
be comforted.” Matthew 5:4
Yesterday, the sound of the trumpet;
today, the quiet echo. Yesterday, a powerful
“Here I stand!” Today, a meditative “Blessed
are those.” Yesterday, a celebration of the 500th Anniversary of
the Reformation of the Church Militant; today, a vision of the
Church at Rest.
Over and over in the Beatitudes, Jesus calls people
“blessed.” This is the happy condition of those who are
justified by faith – those who, like Martin Luther in 1517,
believe in Jesus Christ and trust in his death and
resurrection for salvation. Luther was blessed. He

learned from the Bible that God is merciful. He learned
that he no longer needed to fear death or purgatory. Heaven
was no longer far, far away. We partake of Holy Communion
together with “all the company of heaven.” Parents,
grandparents, ancestors . . . all are there. All are blessed.
Those who mourn are blessed. The poor in spirit are
blessed. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are
blessed. Those who are persecuted for righteousness’s sake are
blessed. Those who have died in this faith are blessed. Those
who live in this faith now – this means you! – are likewise
blessed.
Pray: Lord Jesus, how you bless us in this life. We remember
those you have gathered to yourself in eternity. Keep
us in that same blessed faith until death. Amen.

Faith Schools
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

This past month, we were excited to welcome Kelsey Vickery, Children’s Ministry Coordinator, to our
Faith Schools team. Part of Ms. Kelsey’s job is to serve as the liaison between the Church and the School. I
have to say that Kelsey had to hit the ground running, because October was a month full of activities!
Over the past few weeks, Ms. Kelsey had to shuttle children around campus to and from individual
pictures, hearing, vision and gross motor testing and visits with the Bellaire Fire Department and Police
Department. She helped with decorations for our annual Oktoberfest presented by the 4B PreK class and helped with
Halloween parades and parties at both the Day School and Mother’s Day Out. She led the judging of our first ever Day
School Halloween Door Decoration contest. Each teacher decorated her classroom door with a Halloween theme while
incorporating student-created art work. I was quite proud of the teachers’ efforts at creating such an exciting space for
Halloween. Finally, Ms. Kelsey came early and stayed late to greet families at both Mother’s Day Out and the Day
School. I have also spent a great deal of time with her as we share ideas and make plans for how we can build the
relationship between the Church and the School. Welcome, Ms. Kelsey!
As we look towards November and the season of giving thanks, we are excited to share our Thanksgiving Feast with Ms.
Kelsey and everyone in our school community. The Day School Thanksgiving Feast will take place on Friday, November
17. On that day, we’ll invite all of the Day School families to a delicious lunch that includes turkey and all the fixin’s.
Ms. Tonia, our Kitchen Manager, prepares all of the food, in the days leading up to the Feast.
Each year, I look forward to Ms. Tonia’s turkey with excitement! Her turkey is legendary. This year, Ms. Tonia will host
“Let’s Talk Turkey,” a turkey preparation demonstration for those who are interested. Several parents have asked for
this type of class, because her turkey is so delicious. Our Mother’s Day Out children will celebrate class by class over
two days with child-friendly meals that include chicken nuggets, cut fruit and desserts. An event the size of the
Thanksgiving Feast would likely be too much for our infants and toddlers, but we want everyone in our community to
share a meal and express their gratitude during this season.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Congregational Meeting
4
Sunday, November 12 @ 9:45 AM
Sanctuary
We will approve the 2018 Financial Mission Plan, the slate of
new church council leaders, ratification of the amended
constitution, and amend the name for the Mission Fund's
missions fund.
A Q&A Forum on the 2018 proposed Financial Mission Plan
will be on Sunday, November 5 at 9:45 AM and 12:15 PM in
the Conference Room.

Not What you Expect; Always God’s Plan
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family

As I sit down to write my first article for the Mountain Mover I find myself being reflective on how I
got to this point, and how if even one little thing had been different I may not have been writing in
this newsletter at all. I am originally from a town in the state of Washington that is situated about an
hour north of Seattle called Marysville. There I grew up along with my three younger sisters all the
way until I graduated high school. After graduation I went off to attend school at Central Washington
University to study music education. About two years into the program I decided that I really wanted
to keep music as a hobby rather than a profession. So, I decided to work year round at the camp that
I had already worked at for the previous couple of summers. While I was there I first met an individual named Kelsey, or
as I got to know her by her camp name, “Mama Bear”.
Fast forward two years, the summer of 2015 was approaching, Kelsey had gone her own way and moved to Waverly,
Iowa to work as a youth director, and I got a phone call from her saying that there was another opening at a church in the
same synod. So, I called the church, interviewed, and then moved myself to a town of two thousand people called
Guttenberg, Iowa. It was shortly later that Kelsey and I began our relationship together, even though we had met all the
way back in 2012. Then, we became engaged and I left my position, and found a place to live just across town from Kelsey
so I would no longer have to do the hour and a half drive for us to see each other.
While I was living in Waverly I worked doing a couple of things, one was in a national customer support call center, and
another was serving at a local restaurant. Both of my positions still allowed me to remain active at the church working in
a volunteer capacity along side Kelsey at the church. Much closer now to the present, Kelsey and I got married this past
August, and it was just before our wedding that I reached out to Pastor Kerry to inquire about the Youth and Family
Director opening at Faith. That evolved into positions for Kelsey and myself, and we have now completed the move and
are mostly settled here in the Houston area.

I tell this long story for a couple of very simple reasons. I believe that genuine relationships are the key to ministry, and
this publication allowed me the opportunity to share some of my history and where I come from. At the same time
however, it provided an excellent example of how where we think we are going to go, may not be where God wants us to
go. When I was in high school I thought I’d be a music teacher, when I was in college I was totally unsure of where I was
going. I never saw myself living in Iowa, and the thought of living in Texas had never crossed my mind. That being said, I
am so grateful to have all of these experiences; if it had not been for living in Iowa I would not have gotten my first
congregational youth experience or have gotten to marry my best friend, and I firmly believe that God has called me to
each of these places to do this work. So, now here I am at Faith,
4 full of excitement as I am getting started and putting
names to faces. I am so excited to meet each and every one of you, and look forward to the coming days and everything
that God has in store for Youth and Family Ministry here at Faith Lutheran.
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Blood5Drive
Sunday, November 19 @ 8:30 AM
Community Room
Faith will be hosting a blood drive on November 19!
Please remember to sign up on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall or online at
www.giveblood.org (organization 1037) so there is adequate staff and minimal waiting time.
If you are unable to donate you can still participate by helping with snacks and a light lunch
for the blood center staff, preparing the room the night before, or inviting a friend or
relative to donate!

Meet Our New Children’s Ministry Coordinator – Kelsey Vickery
I am so excited to finally be here with all of you! John and I are ready to hit the ground
running and learn about what life here at Faith Lutheran is like. We are excited to see all
the great things that this community offers and does for others.
My position is new here at Faith. I am the Children's Ministry Coordinator, and I work with
both Faith Schools and the Church to make sure that our youngest disciples of Faith learn,
grow, and shine bright for Jesus!
I believe that open communication is the key to success with any new job and so I want to encourage you to reach out to me
or John with any questions or concerns that you may have and we will do our best to help! I look forward to all the new
adventures that await here at Faith.

Rebecca Ruth Circle
The Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday,
November 2 at 10:00 AM in the Conference
Room.

We would love for you to join us for Bible study.
Come hungry! Bring your sack lunch; desserts
and drinks are provided. Socializing with the
group is so joyful. All are welcome!
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Thanks and Giving
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Chinese Worship
Every Sunday
9:45 AM

FCF Bible Study

10:50 AM

Worship (FC)

12:00 PM

Lunch

Everyone is Welcome

by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

Corrie ten Boom and her family were arrested for hiding and
protecting Jews during World War II. In her book “Hiding Place,” she
relates an incident that taught her always to be thankful no matter
what. She and her sister, Betsy, had just been transferred to the
notorious Ravensbruch concentration camp. On entering the
barracks, they found them extremely overcrowded and flea-infested.
“Betsy, how can we live in such a place?” Corrie wondered. Betsy said she found
the answer in the scripture reading for that day: “Comfort the frightened, help the
weak, be patient with everyone. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but
always seek to do good to one another, and too all. Rejoice always, pray
constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:14-18). Betsy first thanked God for the very crowded
place because that meant many people would be part of their Bible study group.
She went on to thank God for the fleas. Corrie at first refused to give thanks for the
fleas, but Betsy persisted. Corrie finally succumbed to her pleadings. During the
months spent at Ravensbruch, they were surprised to find how openly they could
hold Bible study and prayer meetings without the interference from the prison
guards. Later they learned the reason the guards would not enter the barracks was
because of the fleas. Before Betsy’s death in the prison camp, she told Corrie,
"There is no pit so deep that He [God] is not deeper still." Fifteen days later Corrie
was released due to a clerical error.
Is it possible to give thanks in all circumstances? I hope Corrie ten Boom and her
sister Betsy’s story will encourage and inspire us to do just that. Let us remember
and trust Jesus’ words, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are
possible” (Matthew 19:26). With that in mind, I invite you to look back, count your
blessings, and name them one by one.
Thanksgiving will not be complete without actually “giving” something to someone
else. After the war, Corrie opened a rehabilitation center in The Netherlands for
concentration camp survivors. With the forgiving and loving spirit of Jesus, she also
reached out to those who had cooperated with the Germans during the
occupation. Both the victims and perpetrators, she believed, were traumatized and
needed healing and recovery. She traveled to over 60 countries to spread the
message of love, peace, forgiveness, and faith in the name of Jesus Christ. So, the
second invitation I’d like to extend to all of us is generous giving. Here are several
opportunities you can take advantage of:









Donate used bicycles for refugees, or give them a ride and meet them on
November 11 (see page 9).
Be a part of Jingle Bell Express by adopting a cradle, donating books or
Christmas presents, or volunteering (see page 7).
Help prepare and serve the Community Thanksgiving Dinner (see page 7).
Be a blood donor and give blood on November 19.
Become a volunteer at the Food Pantry or Sunshine Resale Shop of CCSC.
Give a generous financial gift to Faith’s ministries this holiday season.
Deliberate acts of kindness this holiday season.

6

7

33rd 7Annual Houston Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Thursday, November 16 @ 7:00 PM
Rothko Chapel (3900 Yupon St, Houston, Texas)
The theme for this year (Helping Each Other) was chosen in recognition of the
vast outpouring of assistance and caring that was called forth from within our
area by the devastation of Hurricane Harvey - certainly a sign of the presence of God in the hearts
of our fellow citizens.

Nine faith traditions will offer prayers and reflections on the theme “Helping Each Other.”
Pastor Junfeng Tan will speak as the representative of Christianity at the service. Reception to
follow. All are invited!

Jingle Bell Express is coming to town!
It's beginning to feel a lot like Jingle Bell Express! In just
over a month, on December 8 and 9, CCSC will welcome
in thousands of clients to pick up a holiday food package,
and toys and books for their children. These are the ways
you can help:
How can you help?
• Adopt a cradle! Pick up a cradle in the lobby and take
it home to paint and decorate. Return the cradle by
Sunday, December 3 to the lobby. Please include a
baby doll to make a perfect gift!
• Volunteer during the sort, set-up, and distribution
phases. This is a great way for your children to help
you and be a blessing themselves! Please look for a
sign-up table in the lobby on Sundays, November 5,
12, and 19.
• New toys and books are needed for donation for
children ages 0-15 years. These should be a child's
main Christmas toy, not a stocking stuffer. Toys
should also be nonviolent (not even Nerf guns) and
unwrapped please!
Where to go?
Bellaire United Methodist Church
4417 Bellaire Blvd., Bellaire, TX 77401
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Community Thanksgiving Day Feast
Thursday, November 23 @ 12:00 PM
Faith Center Gym
This Thanksgiving we are continuing an old Faith
tradition. On Thanksgiving Day, November 23, the
pastors, staff, and their families will be preparing
and sharing a Thanksgiving meal for anyone who
would like to come. We'll be cooking up a storm
in the morning and opening the doors at noon to
spend the afternoon together.
We will gather in the Faith Center where we'll eat,
watch football, play games, and let the children
run around and play. All we need to know is how
many people will be attending.
If you would like to attend, call the church office
or email us at info@faithbellaire.org and we will
get your name on the list. We have so much to be
thankful for, so let's make this a fun day. Invite
your friends and neighbors.
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Saintly Sinners, Sinful Saints
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by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

All Saints' Day is a widely celebrated event in the Christian
world. In the Roman Catholic Church it is officially called the
Solemnity of All Saints. It is also known as All Hallows or
Hallowmas (from which we get the word “Halloween,” from
“All Hallows Eve”). All Saints’ Day is celebrated on November
1. At many churches, including Faith Lutheran, it will be
observed the first Sunday thereafter (November 5). It is a day to honor all
the saints, known and unknown, who have gone before us in the faith.

All Saints’ Sunday
November 5
All Saints’ Sunday is an
opportunity for us to
celebrate our place within
the communion
of saints of all times and
places. This year, we have
two ways of remembering
both our friends and
family now with God in
paradise:
We are inviting everyone
that morning to bring with
them to church a framed
picture of a friend or
family member who has
passed away.
We will also read the
names of the faithful
departed during our
remembrance on All
Saints' Sunday.

All Saints’ Sunday and the appointed readings (Revelation 7:9-17, Psalm
34:1-10, 22, 1 John 3:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12) are pregnant with themes of
stark contrast: death and life, condemnation and redemption, sorrow and
joy, suffering and relief, present life and future life. Such is life, too, as
baptized children of God. The very nature of our lives is of stark contrast.
By virtue of our baptism into the death and resurrection of Jesus, we are
made saints while we are still sinners. Every day in this nautically
juxtaposed life we navigate through rough waters such as sin, evil, pain,
heartache, addiction, abuse, hunger, disease, and war. But our bearing is
always set, not by the North Star but by the Daystar, who has been the
heading for the faithful of every generation. With the scriptures as our
compass and the confessions our map, we sail as a part of the great flotilla
of saints on the waters of baptism, with the wind of the Spirit at our backs,
always pointed in the direction of our guiding Daystar.
On November 5 we give thanks for the saints who have gone before us, for
the saints still among us, and for the saints of God still to come. We give
thanks for the examples of faithful living that the saints have given us as
they navigated the stormy waters of life, and also for the faithful acts of
service we are empowered by God’s Holy Spirit to do in our own seas. We
give thanks, too, for the fullness of eternal life in which the saints of God
who have gone before us now partake and which we have yet to fully
enjoy. (from SundaysAndSeasons.com)
Often when we think of saints, we think of the heroes of the Bible, like St.
Paul. Or maybe it reminds us of famous Christians over the centuries, like
St. Patrick. Saint also can mean every baptized person, those who have
already died, and those still alive. This year for All Saints’ Sunday, consider
this: I’m a saint, and so are you.
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Parent’s Night Out
9 November 10 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Friday,
Faith Center Gym
Fun activities for kids from ages six months to 12 years old.
The cost is $15 for one child, $10 per each additional child (same
household) with a $45 household max. You may pay in cash at the
door or online in advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give and select
Parent's Night Out. Please cancel reservations anytime prior to the
event by email to pno@faithbellaire.org or text message to 713-314-6738.

Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive place for
your child to go when you need a parent’s night out!

Bicycles for Refugees Picnic
Saturday, November 11 @ 3:00 PM
Grass Area
Do you know that more than 3 million of the world’s refugees have settled in America since 1980?
Do you know that the resettled refugees represent only a tiny percentage of all
refugees worldwide? For example, while 17.2 million people fled their homes in
2016, only 1 million of them were deemed eligible for resettlement by the United
Nations. And of those, just 189,000 were resettled worldwide—about half of
them in the US (51%). Do you know that more Christian refugees were resettled in
US than any other religion between 2002 to 2017? (Source: Christianity Today)
Do you know that Harris County alone welcomes about 25 of every 1,000 refugees
that the U.N. resettles anywhere in the world—more than any other American
city? About 2,000 refugees—men, women, and children—have been resettled in Houston each of the past several years.
Refugees are resilient, family-oriented people. They arrive in Houston after a journey—often spanning many years—to
escape violence and civil war in their home countries. Upon arrival in the United States, they start adjusting to a new home,
enroll in English-language classes and get their children started in school. The hunt for a job begins almost immediately, but
transportation is often an immediate challenge because refugees generally don’t own cars. A reliable bicycle could provide
tremendous freedom of movement.
In partnership with Refugee Service of Texas and Freewheels Houston, Faith Lutheran is hosting a Bicycles for Refugees Picnic.
You are invited to get involved in the following ways:
•

•
•
•

Donate used adult and children bicycles. There is a particular need for bikes with 20-inch and 24-inch wheels, suitable for
kids from about 8 to 12 years old. Bring the donation to church Sunday morning, November 5, or in the afternoon of
November 11.
Help with transportation for the refugee families to and from their apartments in southwest Houston on November 11.
Help serve food or bring chips, cookies, or a dessert.
Show up and meet with refugee families.
9
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InFellowship is our secure and easy to use online tool that allows our members and guests to connect to what’s
happening at10
Faith. Through your online accounts, you will be able to:
1) Access and update your contact information.
a. Our Privacy Settings - allows individuals to determine
which pieces of personal information can be viewed
by others.
2) Search and manage group involvement.
a. This allows group leaders to manage groups and
contact members of their group and prospects to find
and inquire about joining a group.

4) View your contribution statements.
a. Once enrolled, the church office will approve the user
profile and contributions will be posted to the head of
household’s profile. This is a great way to make sure
you are on track with your 1% challenge.
5)

3) Use the church directory.
a. Allows users to opt in to have their information
displayed in an online directory. All access to
information is controlled by the user by configuring
your privacy settings.

Find a group.
a. Click "Find a group" and "Search" to see a listing of
current Learning and Relational Groups. See topic
descriptions, times, locations, and sign up to
participate.

Upcoming Lutherhill Ministry Camps
Camps for Elementary

Camps for Junior High

Advent Elementary Retreat
December 1-2, 2017
A gathering for 1st-6th grade youth to explore the joy of Advent.

Converge
November 10-12, 2017
A gathering for 6th-8th grade youth to laugh and learn.

Camps for Mothers & Daughters

Camps for High School

Mother Daughter Retreat
January 26-28, 2018
Create incredible memories with your daughters, mothers and
grandmothers!

Worship. Lead. Serve.
February 9-11, 2018
A gathering for 9th-12th grade youth to...you guessed it...worship,
lead, and serve.

For more information and registration, go to
www.lutherhill.org or call 888-266-4613.

Faith Camp
July 9-13, 2018
July 16-20, 2018
July 23-27, 2018
Cost: $130
10
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8:30 AM

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - November 2017
November 5

November 12

November 19

November 26

Acolyte

Elsa Becker

Ava Cauley

Andres Baerenwald

Aiden Fidone

Crucifer

Alice Tian

Trevor Groenewold

Alice Tian

Alice Tian

Lector

Mardi Mayerhoff

Joann Welton

Bob Medlen

Karen Elsen

Communion
Assistants

Randy and Beverly Sones

Randy and Beverly Sones

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Bill Puryear
Jeff Addicks

Asst Minister

Karen Elsen

Karen Elsen

Bob Medlen

Bob Medlen

Ushers

Bill Freeman
Art Grove

Jeff Addicks
Scott Ramsey

Jeff Addicks
Scott Ramsey

Bill Puryear
Carl Watson

Altar Guild

Melinda McGouldrick
Suzanne Fisbeck

Melinda McGouldrick
Suzanne Fisbeck

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

10:50 AM

November 5

November 12

November 19

November 26

Acolytes

Audrey DeKunder
Alice Tian

Aaron Allen
Andy Allen

Christian Georgi
Taylor Schugart

Nicholas Walker
William Walker

Communion
Assistants

Jon and Nancy Holmes

Lorah Gough
Roxy Funchess

Ella DeKunder
Staci DeKunder

Kelley Keller
Susan Tallman

Asst Minister

Sam Kennedy

Sam Kennedy

Wendy Farner

Wendy Farner

Ushers

Cross Family

Farner Family

Roxy Funchess
Wendy Farner

Lerch Family

Altar Guild

Melinda McGouldrick
Suzanne Fisbeck

Melinda McGouldrick
Suzanne Fisbeck

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

Betty Dossey
Tina Wood

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond to the Planning
Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and
advise the church office of the change by Wednesday afternoon.

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726
faithbellaire.org
faithdayschool.org
faithhousehouston.org
info@faithbellaire.org

Rev. Kerry Nelson
Rev. Junfeng Tan
Stacy Williams
Dr. Clayton Faulkner
John Vickery
Kelsey Vickery
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao
Avier Whitfield
Alan Balius
11
Alicia Obando
Ana Rivas
Darrell Glenn

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Director of Operations
Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Director of Youth and Family
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Director of Faith Schools
Office Coordinator
Office Coordinator
Organist/Choir Director
Building Manager
Custodian
Facility Services

12

2018 Slate of Nominees for Church Council
Wendy Farner, PRESIDENT
Wendy Farner is originally from a Chicago suburb and currently lives in Pearland, TX. Wendy is nominated for the
President position. Wendy is an attorney with her own small law firm, practicing estate planning and probate law.
Wendy and her husband Dave have been members of Faith for about 25 years. Wendy’s favorite things about Faith
are the many Youth and Family ministries that have been available to her family. One thing that will surprise people
about Wendy: she was baptized at age 28 when she joined Faith, by Pastor Schaier.

George Amundson, VICE PRESIDENT
George Amundson is from Aberdeen, South Dakota, and currently lives in Bellaire. George is nominated for the
Vice President position. He is a salesman for Gulf Atlantic Packaging and has been a member of Faith for 36 years
(“I realize it doesn’t sound right because you don’t even think I am that old”). George’s favorite thing about Faith is
the paid staff. One thing that will surprise people about George: he enjoys woodworking.

Yvonne Moody, 2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Yvonne grew up a Lutheran in Fredericksburg, Texas and currently lives in Bellaire. She is the proud mom of two
college-aged daughters who attend Texas A&M. They joined Faith in 2013 after moving from San Antonio. Yvonne
serves as the President and Executive Director of the Terry Foundation, a private scholarship provider for public
universities in Texas, which supported her college education. Yvonne's favorite thing about Faith is how the
congregation steps up to show love and support to those in need, both inside and outside the congregation.
Something that might surprise people is that she was a two-year letterman at Texas A&M on the women's cross
country team. Yvonne is nominated for the 2nd Vice President position.

Mayra Marshall, MEMBER AT LARGE—3 yr. term
Mayra Marshall grew up in Modesto, California, a conservative, farming community 50 miles east of San Francisco.
She currently lives in Houston, but recently moved from Baton Rouge, LA after 5 years. Mayra is nominated for a 3
year term as an At-Large Member. Mayra is a Senior Trainer in Learning and Development for Verizon
Communications. In addition, she has been a small business owner and has owned several franchises in Texas,
Alabama, and Louisiana. Mayra’s favorite thing about Faith is the kindness and approachability of Faith’s members,
who have made her feel welcome and inspired her commitment to serve the community she lives in. One thing that
will surprise people about Mayra: her first language is Spanish and both of her parents are Mexican immigrants.

Eric Lerch, MEMBER AT LARGE—2 yr. term
Eric Lerch grew up in Southern California and currently lives in Houston (Westbury). Eric is nominated for a 2 year
term as an At-Large Member. Eric is an administrator, teacher, and coach at Episcopal High School and has been a
member of Faith for six years. Eric’s favorite thing about Faith is the church’s determination to live out the gospel
in our community. One thing that will surprise people about Eric: he is considered to be the community's leading
expert on all things Disney at Episcopal High School.

Brian Taylor, MEMBER AT LARGE—1 yr. term
Brian was baptized in Janesville, WI, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. He is nominated for a one year term as an AtLarge Member. Married to Jennifer Takagi, Brian has three children and one grandson. He has worked in the oil
industry for 38 years in New Mexico, Oklahoma, California, and Texas. He enjoys tennis, golf, kayaking, travel, and
anything his grandson wants to do. Brian currently serves on the Stewardship Team, the Mission Fund Committee,
the Usher Team, and the Accounting Team.
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Leslie Parkan, TREASURER
Leslie Parkan grew up in La Porte (a southeast suburb of Houston). She and her husband Bill currently live in the
Memorial area of Houston, with their children Samuel (7) and Abbie (6). Leslie is nominated for the Treasurer
position on the Executive Board. Leslie is the AVP of System Accounting for Memorial Hermann Health System,
where she has worked for the past 20 years. Leslie has been a member of Faith for about 15 years. Her favorite thing
about Faith is the people of Faith. She loves seeing Faith in action, and the investment in the spiritual growth of our
children. One thing that will surprise people about Leslie: she played soccer from age six through college (Texas
Lutheran), where she helped to launch the women's soccer program.

Joann Welton, RECORDING SECRETARY
Joann Welton grew up in Portland, Oregon and currently lives in West U. Joann is nominated for the Recording
Secretary position. She retired in 2013 after 40 years as a Petroleum Geologist for Chevron, Mobil and ExxonMobil.
She is currently a Reservoir Quality Consultant giving courses and working on projects around the globe, primarily
for Hess Energy. Joann has been an active member of Faith since 2000. Her favorite things about Faith are the
people, singing in the choir, and the many opportunities to serve our community and grow in faith. She has a
married daughter in Dallas and two grandchildren. One thing that will surprise people about Joann is she loves
looking at rocks using a Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) and is currently working on a new book.

2018 Mission Fund Nominee
Suzanne Girouard—MISSION FUND COMMITTEE—3 yr. term
Suzanne is nominated for the Mission Fund Committee. She was born in Wisconsin and grew up in Bellaire. She
retired from Texas Children's Hospital, Volunteer Services and also worked for CCSC so volunteering is in her
genes. Faith has been her church family since she was 10 years old and was confirmed, married, her children and
grandchildren were baptized at Faith. At times they had 4 generations at worship weekly. What is special about Faith
is God's love was and is always taught regarding Jesus dying for our sins and being our salvation. Faith teaches and
practices God's word and love. There is so much potential to grow as a Christian with many opportunities to serve
God's people.
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Mon

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)

6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)

9:30 AM ESL (200, 201, 204)
6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers
(401)
7:00 PM AA Buffalo Group (306)
7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300)

8
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
7:00 PM Faith Camp Meeting (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

1
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
6:00 PM Social Ministry Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
7:00 PM AA (300)

Wed

9
9:30 AM ESL (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting
(101)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

2
9:30 AM ESL (201)
10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone(400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Thu

November 2017 - Calendar of Events

6

7
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Stewardship Team Meeting
(108)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Tue

13

23
THANKSGIVING DAY
OFFICE & SCHOOLS CLOSED
12:00 PM Community Thanksgiving
Feast (FC)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

16
9:30 AM ESL (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

22
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

30
9:30 AM ESL (201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:30 PM Faith Choir (208)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

15
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
7:00 PM First Steps @ Faith (201)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

20

21
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Faith Schools Team Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

29
9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
6:00 PM Painting Group (307)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

14
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting
(101)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

27

28
9:15 AM Children’s Chapel (Sanc)
9:30 AM ESL (200, 201)
10:00 AM Church Staff Meeting (101)
2:30 PM Cornerstone (400, 401, 306)
7:00 PM Faith House Team Meeting
(101)
7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306)
8:00 PM AA Men Only (300)

Fri

8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

3

10
VETERAN’S DAY
6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC)
7:00 PM Chinese Fellowship (101)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

17
12:00 PM Day School
Thanksgiving Feast (FC)
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

24
OFFICE & SCHOOLS CLOSED
8:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

Sat

8:30 AM CCSC Food Pantry - St.
Luke UMC
9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)
3:00 PM Bicycles for Refugee
Picnic (Grass Area)

9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

9:00 AM Cornerstone City Wide
Meeting (300, 306)
10:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating
Program (204)
3:00 PM AA Co-Ed (300)

14

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
12:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir (FC)
1:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Congregational Meeting (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
2:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir (FC)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:00 AM Blood Drive
8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
9:45 AM Learning Groups
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
2:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir (FC)
4:00 PM Confirmation (FH)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)

8:30 AM “Heritage” Worship (Sanc)
9:45 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal (Sanc)
10:50 AM “The Gathering” Worship
(Sanc)
10:50 AM Faith Chinese Worship (FC)
12:00 PM Lunch (FC)
1:00 PM Young Adults @ Faith
1:30 PM Handbell Choir (208)
2:30 PM Faith Chinese Choir (FC)
7:00 PM Al-Anon (300)
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