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Scattered Thoughts 
By Pastor Kerry Nelson 
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I shared the following with our Church Council in September: 

 

At our staff meeting on August 28, Stacy announced that we had $5,000 available in the General Fund to 

meet our $29,000 combined (Church, Day School, and Mother's Day Out) payroll on Friday.  This is not a 

great way to begin a week.  While Stacy found a way to make it work, this moment exposed some of the 

underlying realities of Faith. 

 

• We have long had cash reserves (insurance proceeds from Hurricane Ike, cash on hand for the 

Building Fund, savings in CDs, etc.) that allowed us to do what we need to do without undue focus on 

cash flow.  Since we closed out the Building Campaign, the float is gone.  Cash flow is very important. 

 

• While we have had our usual share of surprising expenses this year, we have not spent to the level of 

our financial mission plan.  We haven't, for example, filled the part-time staff positions that we 

envisioned would help us better connect with families - which, in fact, would have been an investment 

in our future rather than a fixed cost in our present.  But we have over-spent our income.  The 

question is, "Do we have a spending problem or an income problem?"  

 

• We have a very "can do" culture where people tell me that "every time there is a real need, the 

people of Faith step up to the challenge and meet it."  That's fine, but meeting monthly obligations 

ought not pose that level of challenge.  It should simply be a matter of taking care of business. 

 

• I haven't been here long enough to understand the annual cash flow patterns but I have been told 

that significant gifts come in "chunks,” either at some point during the year or in December during 

annual bonus season.  Unfortunately, our monthly obligations don't come in such chunks so we need 

to maintain reserves that allow us to get through the low seasons. 

 

• We will do the best we can this Fall to encourage our families to look closely at their giving.  But we 

can't live under the illusion that a few sermons or testimonials will suddenly fix this challenge.  We 

also need the leaders of the congregation to step up in their giving and in their encouragement to the 

members of the congregation to do the same. 

 

The rest of the story—at least to this point—goes like this.  We did make payroll that weekend.  We had 

some people step up and make significant gifts, as also happened at the end of the second quarter when 

we felt the absence of our "float" for the first time.  But that really isn't the point.  The issue isn't about 

math but about spirituality, about faithfulness, and discipleship. 

 

As we heard repeatedly in September's study of the letter of James, faith and works, words and deeds, go 

hand in hand.  When we begin from the point of view that all of life is a gift from God, that we are gifts to 

the world, and that all we "have/are/and will ever be" is a gift from God, we respond with generosity.  

Generosity not just of money but of prayer, praise, gratitude, hopefulness, and joyful expectation of the 

possibilities of what God might be up to.  But if we live out of fear, a sense of scarcity, of "give God the 

rest rather than give God our best,” then we live in what James called worldly wisdom, envy, and selfish 

ambition.  Worse, we start making decisions based on a congregational bank balance rather than radical 

submission and openness to whatever God might have in store for us around the next corner. 

 

October represents for us the end of the 2nd year of the Stepping Out in Faith campaign.  It is our 

planning season for 2013.  Our next congregational meeting is just around the corner.  It is time we ask 

some basic discipleship questions:  Are we living and giving our best...or the rest?  Is our giving joyful or 

grudging?  Is it sacrificial or trivial?  Do we give first, intentionally, or last, occasionally?   

 

We ask these questions fearlessly, trusting that every day is a new day, knowing we can do better.  

Next Steps In 

Ministry 
 

The Next Steps team 

presented a report to 

the Church Council 

on September 16. 

 

Their report 

consisted of a 

description of their 

work, and the 

rationale for their 

three proposals. 

 

1.  Form a call 

committee to call a 

new missionary 

pastor to our staff 

who is fluent in 

Mandarin and 

English. 

 

2.  Continue working 

with the Mandarin 

Chinese Magnet 

School in creating a 

Faith Academy after-

school ministry. 

 

3.  Deepen our 

working relationship 

with Iglesia San 

Mateo, an 

Episcopalian 

congregation, in 

supporting ministry 

for the sake of the 

people living in 

Gulfton. 

 

The Next Steps team 

hopes to offer 

several public forums 

to present their 

report prior to 

November's 

congregational 

meeting.  
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On Saturday, August 25 the Faith Alive! Band went on a one-day retreat. The Band spent the whole day 

at the Cenacle Retreat House in Houston. We spent time studying God’s word and listening to each 

other. We enjoyed a silent lunch (most of us enjoyed it) and explored the trails and hammocks at the 

Cenacle. We had conversations about what the goal of leading worship is. Those in attendance at the 

retreat were Alan Balius, Cathy Doughty, Tim Griffith, Kathy Patrick, and Jim Richman. 

 

Songwriting was another activity I proposed for the Band to do while on retreat. Before beginning our 

attempt at songwriting, I told the Band to not get hung up on the outcome. Many songwriters work for 

years on perfecting a song. Sometimes the lyrics come easily, but not the melody, and vice versa. I also 

set some parameters on the type of song we would attempt to write. I wanted to write a sending song. 

The sending song is an important part of worship. It is the last thing we sing – a song that catapults us 

into the world carrying the message of God’s grace and mercy. I am always on the lookout for great 

sending songs for The Gathering service. 

 

I also wanted our song to capture the vibe and spirit of Faith Lutheran Church. The motto, or mantra, 

that we use a lot is, “Be a Blessing.” That phrase sums up our commission as the people of God to love 

and serve our neighbors and the entire world. 

 

We started by discussing some of the biblical images of being sent. Then we started to develop lyrical 

phrases. Next we paired the lyrical phrases together. Then we identified the paired phrases as sections 

of a song, such as verses, a bridge, and a chorus. Finally we developed a chord progression and a melody 

to fit the lyrics. An hour and a half later, this is the song we wrote! We have used it in worship several 

times and we have received several compliments on the song. Great job Faith Alive! Band. To hear a 

recording of the song, visit my website: claytonfaulkner.com. 

 

 

Be a blessing, you have called us. Be a blessing, you have shown us. 

Be a blessing, you have told us. Be a blessing, you have sent us. 

 

Send us to places where doubts prevail. 

Help us remember your love won’t fail. 

 

Be a blessing, you have called us. Be a blessing, you have shown us. 

Be a blessing, you have told us. Be a blessing, you have sent us. 

 

Send us with nothing; your grace is enough. 

Help us proclaim your truth in love. 

 

Be a blessing, you have called us. Be a blessing, you have shown us. 

Be a blessing, you have told us. Be a blessing, you have sent us. 

 

To heal, to help, to hold a hand. 

To show your heart, to take a stand. 

 

Be a blessing, you have called us. Be a blessing, you have shown us. 

Be a blessing, you have told us. Be a blessing, you have sent us. 

 

Be a blessing (we’ve been blessed),  

you have called us (we’ve been blessed). 

Be a blessing (we’ve been blessed),  

you have sent us (we’ve been blessed). 

Be a Blessing! 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner 

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 



Jules has been my best friend since we were 4 years 

old. Her parents have home movies of my mother 

bringing me to her 5th birthday party. As I get older, 

I realize how rare it is to have a life-long friend like 

that, which both baffles and saddens me. Jules and   

I have been through sleepovers, training bras, 

boyfriends, camp, weddings, divorces, trips, tears, 

and sick and dying parents together. How would        

I have done that without her? Who would I be today 

without her voice in my life? 
 

Jules and I met at church - Holy Comforter Lutheran 

Church in Kingwood. We were side by side for        

1st communion and confirmation. Our mothers 

supported each other as they worked to raise           

2 strong and independent young women. 
 

I was sitting at Chuy’s restaurant yesterday with the 

Youth & Family Board for lunch.  Megan Paulson, 

our newest member, has been brought on to serve 

as the liaison for Families of Elementary Aged Kids.  

She is being asked to create a team of adults to work 

together to organize events for families of that age.  
 

During our meeting she asked, “So what exactly am I 

trying to accomplish with this team?”  GREAT 

QUESTION!!  It’s the same desired result of 

everything we do in fellowship...to connect people 

with similar situations and struggles. In other 

words, to make some new friends at church that are 

in the same boat you are. When we feel connected 

to people, we look forward to seeing them.  And we 

all need positive and fun relationships in our lives. 

Here's What I'm Thinking... 
by Jennifer Finley 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

We cannot underestimate the power of 

fellowship. The Greek term is KOINONIA and 

means an intimate sharing or relationship. There 

are many examples of these friendships in the 

Bible - usually around a meal. In our context, it 

means for each person (member or visitor) to get 

to know others. As they do that more frequently 

and with some common ground, people begin to 

care about each other. And ultimately, a group 

only exists because of the friendships that define 

it. 
 

I hear stories from parents and youth that they  

felt on the “fringe” of Faith Lutheran Church for a 

while.  They would come to worship every once in 

a while, but didn’t really “fit in.”  It’s hard to fit in 

anywhere without a connection. 
 

Our Learning Groups are growing in number and 

variety. Our Confirmation program fosters small 

groups for the kids and another for their parents.  

The high schoolers and now the elementary 

groups are becoming more active. Next Spring, 

we hope to have even more small group 

opportunities for young and old, new and not.   
 

Do you currently feel connected?  Do you look 

forward to reconnecting with your Faith friends 

each week? If not what can WE and what can 

YOU do to become more connected and engaged 

in KOINONIA? 
 

Blessings on your head! 
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Family Scavenger Hunt 

Brings 16 Bags of Food 

for the Food Pantry!! 
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We Are All One Team 
Thanks to everyone who played together for our Fall Launch Day! 



Nehemiah 1:6b "Let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your 

servant." 

A Life of Prayer 

  

After generations of warning, God scattered his 

disobedient children.  The chosen people in the 

Promised Land lost everything they knew, facing 

the reality that the destruction and exile was their 

fault. 

  

But God continued his pattern of forgiveness and 

redemption.  The remaining people were now 

allowed to return to Jerusalem to rebuild their 

temple, but restoration was not easy. 

  

Nehemiah was serving in the court of a foreign 

king when he heard of the sad lack of progress in 

Judah.  He risked his reputation as a loyal subject, 

his job in the royal court, and even his life - but 

Nehemiah asked to return to his homeland and 

help.  With such a daunting task in front of him, 

from where did his strength come?  Nehemiah's 

approach is apparent:  prayer.  He prays as a 

servant, and he prays as a leader.  He prays 

through mockery and threats on his life.  He prays 

for protection and gives thanks.  He prays words 

of repentance and words of praise.  Through 

Nehemiah's life of prayer, the people saw where 

Nehemiah put his trust.  In the various situations 

of Nehemiah's life, he prays to his almighty God, 

who promised to return peace to his 

people.  When we pray, we too can trust in God's 

promise to hear us for the sake of Jesus, our 

Savior. 

 

Prayer: O Lord, thank you for hearing our 

prayers.  Amen. 

 

Read: Nehemiah 1:4 - 2:8 and also Psalm 122 

Prayer Corner 
By Peggy Porter 
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In a continuing effort to be a blessing to the children of our adopted school (formerly known as Gordon 

Elementary), we are seeking volunteers to serve as mentor/tutors to children needing extra help with 

literacy and/or math.  We would also like to offer some after school enrichment opportunities.  

Enrichment opportunities might be art, music, or special interest clubs such as chess, model building, 

needlework, etc.  Mentors develop an on-going relationship with a child or a small group of children by 

committing to weekly one-hour visits designed to improve the students’ academic performance.   

 

If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please contact Karen Elsen at 281-496-3598 or 

elsenkarenanddoug@yahoo.com.  You will receive training and information before beginning to serve as 

a mentor. You will also need security clearance from HISD to begin participating.   If you have served as 

a VIPS volunteer at another HISD school in the past two years, your security clearance is still current for 

this year.  If you have not, and would like to help with this endeavor, please log on to 

www.houstonisd.org and click on the VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools) link.  Then, complete the VIPS 

registration.  The school will also need a copy of your TX driver’s license when you sign in at the office.  

Some volunteers will be needed during the school hours.  Others will offer homework support, literacy 

and math support, and enrichment opportunities after school depending on the interests and 

preferences of the volunteers and the teachers’ requests.   

 

Please pray about how you can be a blessing, then contact Karen to get started. 

Be a Mentor! 

Service Opportunities at the Mandarin Immersion Magnet School 

Faith Family Camp 2012 Registration is Now Open 
 

Everyone is invited to join our Faith Family at Camp Lutherhill November 2-4 for some 

fun, learning, and laughter. Registration forms are available at the Information Desk or 

online at faithbellaire.org. Deadline to register is October 21. 
 

Grandparents, singles, couples, and kids are invited!  Cost is $75 per adult—$40 per child. 

Financial help is available.  Contact Jennifer Finley for that or other questions. 



News from the Day School 
By Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 
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Congratulations Jocelyn Eshelman 

Faith Lutheran Day School’s Teach of the Month 

Jocelyn Eshelman, our new Kindergarten teacher, sat down and answered a few questions about 

herself to let people know more about her. 

 

Name:  Jocelyn Eshelman 

 

What age do you teach and for how long? I am the kindergarten teacher. This is my seventh year 

teaching. I have taught kindergarten in the past, as well as first and second grade. 

 

What are your hobbies? I love to play video games, watch movies, read, and try new restaurants. I 

enjoy spending time with my husband and four dogs. 

 

Where are you from? I was born and raised in Houston. I grew up in the Clear Lake area and moved to 

the South West side of Houston after my husband and I got married. I now reside in Humble. 

 

Tell us about your family life: I have been married to a great man for six and a half years. As I already 

said, I have four dogs that are part of our family and are spoiled rotten. 

 

Fun Fact: What is something not many people know about you? I was a ballerina was I was younger.  I 

had to stop due to knee injuries. I loved it and even got to go dance in New York one summer at the 

Joffery Ballet. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? I knew I was going to be a teacher when I was five years old. I 

wanted to have a job that made a difference in the world. I love teaching children and they teach me in 

return. Nothing is greater than seeing a child understand a new concept for the first time. 

Greetings from the Day School!  First, I want to thank everyone for your support of our collections and 

fundraising in September.  Gathering such large numbers of items for our Creation Bag Projects is no 

easy task, and we wouldn't have been able to do it without you!  As usual, the children and their 

families created some amazing pieces.  I hope you were able to stop by during our Open House to see 

just how your trash and recyclables were turned into amazing treasures.  And to all who participated in 

our Los Tios Fiesta Night fundraiser, we appreciate you for eating out for a good cause.  20% of all food 

purchases made with our flyer were donated back to our school.  We will have future eating out for 

Faith Day School events at diverse local eateries so please stay tuned for dates.  Our goal is to raise 

more than $20,000 this school year to support playground improvements, technology enhancements, 

and other important school initiatives.  I will keep you updated on our progress toward this goal.  

  

This month we will study Fall, community helpers, and safety.  We will have visits from the Bellaire Fire 

Department and the Bellaire Police Department.  This is always a big hit with the children who are in 

awe of police and fire personnel.  We will wrap up the month with our "not-so-spooky" Halloween 

parade and parties.  It is always a treat to see the children dressed up in costumes and parading around 

campus. 

 

Finally, we are in the midst of our Box Tops for Education Challenge.  Each class has been challenged to 

collect as many Box Tops as they can between now and October 12.  The class that collects the most 

will receive a pizza party sponsored by Day School Board Member Wade Paulson.  Do you have Box 

Tops at home?  Are you waiting for the perfect time to bring them in?  Well, this is the time.  All Box 

Tops collected from the church and other outside sources will be distributed evenly among the 

classes.  Box Tops can always be turned in at the Information Desk or the Day School Office. 
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During October (Mental Illness Awareness month) our congregation will participate in a special candle 

lighting ceremony for mental illness on October 21 during both services. Everyone is welcome. 

Candle Lighting for Mental Illness 

Great fun, food, and fellowship! Drinks and appetizers 

begin at 6:30 PM followed by a full fajita buffet style dinner 

around 7:00 PM. Music entertainment provided by Jazz 

Sunday will surround the evening. 

Live & Silent Auctions - with lots of great items! 

Congregations and Synod Ministries are encouraged to 

donate a themed basket for the silent auction. 

World Renowned Square Dance Caller, Pat Barbour, will Emcee the event so get ready for lots of 

laughs. It's a great time to celebrate our mutual ministry as a synod. No business conducted, just 

GREAT FELLOWSHIP! 

Purchase tickets online today at gulfcoastsynod.org/allthatjazz. Tickets are $35 per person for entry, 

food, and entertainment. Event proceeds to support the ministries of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 

Synod. 

Reformation and...All that Jazz 2012 

The mission of Faith 

Lutheran Church is to follow 

Jesus in blessing the world 

with faith, hope, and love. 
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Did You Know…  

 

• According to the Surgeon General, one in every five Americans experiences a mental disorder in any 

given year and half of all Americans have such disorders at some time in their lives.  

 

• These illnesses of the brain affect all of us, regardless of age, gender, economic status, or ethnicity.  

 

• About one in 17 lives with a serious mental illness such as schizophrenia, major depression, or bipolar 

disorder. 

 

• One in five U.S. service members who served in Iraq or Afghanistan suffers from major depression or 

combat stress (PTSD). 

 

• One in ten children and youth has a serious mental illness condition. 

 

• About half of students with a serious mental illness in special education drop out of high school – the 

highest dropout rate of any disability group. 

 

• Fewer than one-third of adults and one-half of children who live with mental health needs receive 

any level of treatment in any one year. 

 

• Only one in three adults who lives with a serious mental illness is employed, even though most want 

to work. 26% of the homeless population lives with a severe mental illness. 

 

• One out of every five community hospital stays involves a primary or secondary diagnosis of mental 

illness. 

 

• About 20-25% of jail and prison inmates and youth involved with juvenile justice live with a serious 

mental illness 

 

• We lose one life to suicide every 15.8 minutes. The suicide rate for older adults is 50% higher than the 

national rate as a whole. 

 

• One in four persons sitting in our pews has a family member struggling with mental health issues. 

60% of individuals with a mental health issue go first to a spiritual leader for help. 

 

Our faith communities can be a caring congregation for persons living with a mental illness and their 

family members. People with mental problems are our neighbors. They are members of our 

congregations, members of our families; they are everywhere in this country.  If we ignore their cries 

for help, we will be continuing to participate in the anguish from which those cries for help come. A 

problem of this magnitude will not go away. Because it will not go away, and because of our spiritual 

commitments, we are compelled to take action. (Rosalynn Carter) 

October is Mental Illness Awareness Month 
By Rev. Susan Gregg-Schroeder, MentalHealthMinistries.net 



PAGE 10 M O U N T A I N  M O V E R  

“But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your 

love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving." (2 Corinthians 8:7) 

 

One of the hallmarks of a Christian is the willingness to give generously. In his second letter to the 

Corinthians, St. Paul spoke at length about the importance of generous gifts to further the mission and 

ministry of the church. Speaking to the leaders of the community at Corinth, Paul reminded them with 

the words quoted above- that "just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving."  

 

Every day we see news of tough economic times.  Many people are experiencing this in their own lives or 

seeing their loved ones struggle.  Times were tough in St. Paul's day, too--yet he still urged the 

Corinthians to give generously. "Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

whoever sows generously will reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. ... This service that you 

perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of 

thanks to God." (2 Cor. 9: 6-12).  

 

Faith’s ministries depend on the giving of the congregation.  The joyful and generous giving of our 

congregation is needed to fulfill our mission and continue our ministry.  Our Next Steps at Faith Team is 

looking at ways of expanding Faith’s reach in the community and impacting even more people.  If 

adopted, this will require additional resources.  As we settle into Fall, please prayerfully consider your 

giving. Look at what you and your family can do to grow in your commitment and increase your giving to 

support Faith.  When you come to church on Sunday, or come by for a meeting during the week, take a 

minute to look around and see all of the wonderful ministries that the congregation’s giving funds.  If you 

have not already done so, you can sign up for electronic giving at the Faith website (faithbellaire.org/give) 

and set your donations on a weekly or monthly basis.  Thank you as always for your support! 

Stewardship Corner 

by Christina Ferguson, Board of Stewardship and Finance Chair 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will meet in the conference room  on Thursday, October 4 at 10:00 AM. We will 

enjoy our Bible study and a sack lunch to follow. Dessert will be provided. Additionally, the ladies will be 

wrapping Christmas gifts for our special homebound members.  All are welcome! If you have any 

questions please contact Patti Hickerson at 713-668-3628. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

Women’s Connection 

Women's Connection will meet on October 2 at 9:30 AM and go to lunch afterwards. If you are 

interested in joining the Women’s Connection, please contact Brenda Cauthen at bcauthen1@gmail.com 

or 281-630-8088. 

Pre-Halloween Bash on Friday, October 26 

6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 

Goblins, fairies, and superheroes are welcome to haunt the Faith Center for an evening of fun, food, and 

frolicking. This is an opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to a fun community event on our 

campus.  
 

There will be Frito pies and chili dogs, bobbing for apples, bounce houses, face painting, and a cake walk. 

Adults will be needed to help run activities - please contact Diane Hecht to volunteer. 



Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out  

 

Mother’s Day Out is off to a great start this school year.  All of our new friends that we welcomed are 

having so much fun.  Our annual family pot luck dinner was a great success, with lots of families and 

great fellowship.   

 

This month we have lots of fun things in store.  Classes will be talking about the change in the weather 

and all the colors around us.  We can’t wait for the cool weather!  Decorating pumpkins is a favorite in 

all the classes; we will be making lots of silly pumpkin faces.  We will also be having a fun and festive 

costume parade.  It’s always fun to see all our little friends on parade.  Fire Safety month is here and we 

will welcome some brave Firemen to teach us very important safety tips.   
 

November will be here before you know it and we can’t wait to talk about giving thanks to so many 

things God gave us.  Till then have a wonderful month of October. 

 

* Our program is two days per week, Tuesday and Thursday, from 9:00 AM—2:00 PM.   

* We take children 12 months – 4 years. We are one of the few MDO programs open for the summer. 

* Each classroom has a minimum of two teachers to ten students.   

* Tours of our school are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30—10:30 AM, by appointment only. 

 

Contact us: 

Meric Pinkerton – Director 

Patty Daniel – Assistant Director 

713-664-7726 MDO office number (Tues & Thurs, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

faithlutheranmdo@yahoo.com 
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Meric Pinkerton, our Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month, sat down and answered a few  

questions about herself to let people know more about her:     

   

Name:  Meric Pinkerton 

 

What age do you teach and for how long? My first year out of high school (1997) I began as a 

teacher’s assistant in the 2 year old class.  Then I was a 3 year old teacher and a 4 year old teacher.  

In 2002 I became the assistant director to Jill Weiss, who was the greatest teacher to me and a 

forever friend.  In 2005 I became the director of Mother’s Day Out and I am still to this day enjoying 

every moment of it.  Mother’s Day Out is not only my job but it is my family!  I have grown so much 

from my family here at Faith. 

  

What are your hobbies? My #1 hobby is my family!  I love to volunteer in my daughter’s school, 

church, and a few other groups I belong to. 

 

Tell us about your family life:  I have been with my high school sweet heart (husband) for 18 years.  

We have two beautiful daughters, Ainsley (6) and Reagan (3).  Our family is always busy in many 

different activities, and we love it!  Our family’s favorite activity is being all together.  

  

Fun facts about you or something people don’t know about you? I’m a pretty open book.  If you 

know me I don’t keep much a secret.  But I would love to be able to sew. 

 

What inspires you to be a teacher? Children bring you so much joy and love.  I love teaching children 

new things, but what I love most is all the wonderful things they teach me.   

Congratulations Meric Pinkerton 

Faith Lutheran Mother’s Day Out Teacher of the Month 
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The core values at Faith Lutheran Church that inspire us and drive us forward are: 

• Jesus is our way, our truth, and our life  

• Radical hospitality 

• Discipleship over membership 

• Spiritual renewal 

• Community involvement 

Next Blood Drive – October 7! 
By Linda Lamb, Board of Social Ministry Member 

In Fall thoughts turn to football and our favorite teams! Let’s also give three cheers for the great team of 

Faith blood donors who once again turned out in force in August to donate 32 units of blood and provide 

health and hope to at least 96 people in our community. We raised Faith’s ranking at the blood center to 

40th out of 443 churches that hold blood drives. Here’s hoping many of you will be able to donate October 

7!  

 

If you’d like to join the Faith donor team, here is how! 

 

Sign up.  You can sign up on line at www.giveblood.org (organization 1037) or in the narthex.  If you are in 

good health, at least 17 years old, and weigh 110 pounds or more (or 16 years old, weigh at least 121 

pounds, and have permission of your parents) you should qualify to donate blood!  

 

Try out.  The day of the drive eat a hardy breakfast, remember your appointment time, and bring your ID. 

If you pass the screening, you get to donate! 

 

Give blood.  You get to lay down and receive a lot of attention and tender loving care! 

 

Score!  Your will receive “Commit to Life” points which can be redeemed for a lot of great gifts! You also 

get cold drinks and home made cookies!  

 

Since not everyone can donate, we need cheerleaders and supporters. You can bring goodies for donors or 

lunches for the hard working staff!  There is a position on the team for everyone!  If you need more 

information you can contact Linda Lamb at 713-667-6242 or llamb53@hotmail.com.    

Bellaire Recycles Fest 
By Don Hodde, Board of Social Ministry Vice-Chairperson 

Stay tuned for more information and volunteer opportunities! 



Dane Bakken wanted to know what it was like to haul a 41.5-pound jug of water 

on foot for 3.7 miles -- the average for what a woman or girl in Africa will walk to 

bring clean water for her family. 

 

"You can read about (such statistics) as much as you want, but until you do it, 

that's what makes you realize just how hard that is. Otherwise, it's just numbers," 

said Bakken, a participant at the 2012 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's 

(ELCA) National Youth Gathering (NYG) in New Orleans. 

 

"Here (in the United States) most of us can go to the kitchen to get a glass of 

water. The same is not true for many around the world," Bakken said. The global 

water crisis doesn’t often make the headlines. But the truth is, it claims more lives per year than war or 

natural disasters. 

 

Nearly a billion people — that’s one out of seven people in our world today – lack access to clean, safe 

water. They walk an average of 3 miles each day to fetch water. Too often, the 

water they find is not safe to drink. Unclean water causes millions of people, 

especially young children, to die from water-related illnesses each year. 

 

It was a tough journey. With beads of sweat streaming down his cheeks and 

momentary rest stops, Bakken was determined to complete his task. It took him 

more than one hour or 37 turns around a track. 

 

"This generation, in particular, is a product of the ELCA's deepening understanding 

of and commitment to the connection between service learning and faith 

formation. I want young people to return to their congregations as leaders, demonstrating what 

they've learned here and possibly igniting the whole congregations' imagination for mission" in the 

world, she said. 

 

The activity was part of the "100 Wells Challenge," where a goal was to raise $250,000 to support the 

water projects of ELCA World Hunger around the world. That amount could mean building 100 

wells, each one with the potential of bringing clean water to 500 families at a time. ELCA youth and 

their congregations delivered their offerings at the 100 Wells Challenge exhibit- and we exceeded our 

goal! More than $406,000 has been collected as of July 24.    

 

The youth of the ELCA are leading the way! Praise God that we are apart of a church that recognizes 

the need to grow up youth as leaders- and is effective in doing so! Without your generous 

contributions, the NYG and ELCA World Hunger would not be able to touch this many lives! Thank You! 

God’s work, our hands. 

 

To find out more about ELCA 

World Hunger’s 100 Wells 

Challenge or to donate, visit: 

www.elca.org/100wells 

 

To find out more about other 

projects conducted at the NYG, 

visit: 

 www.elca.org/youthgathering 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—October 2012 

9:00 

 

October 7 October 14 October 21 October 28 

Acolytes 2 Jacob Boihem 

Jasmine Gabriel 

Harrison Funchess 

Helen Hecht 

Daniel Farner 

Michael Farner 

Mia Copeland 

Meredith Milholland 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Nancy & Jon 

 Holmes 

Karen Ellison 

Mia Copeland 

Mary Jane McBride 

Cory Nelson 

Mark Zimmerman 

Marsha Zimmerman 

Asst Minister 1 Holly Hruska-Spratlin Holly Hruska-Spratlin Susan Tallman Susan Tallman 

Ushers 4 Megan, Wade, Luke, 

& Lucy Paulson 

Leslie, Bill, Samuel &     

Abigail Parkan 

Wendy, Dave, Michael 

& Daniel Farner 

Nancy & Jon 

 Holmes 

Greeters 2 

 

Outreach Board   Outreach Board   Outreach Board   Outreach Board  

Common 

Grounds 

Stewardship Board Stewardship Board Stewardship Board Stewardship Board 

Visitor  

Center 

Outreach Board  Outreach Board   Outreach Board   Outreach Board  

Altar Guild 2 Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Sherrill Brekke 

11:15 October 7 October 14 October 21 October 28 

Acolyte Tyler Grimsby Thomas Menke Jonathan Mierstchen Andrew Hollenberg 

Crucifer Thomas Menke Myra Condit Elizabeth Menke Thomas Menke 

Lector Bryan Ives Carl Watson Linda Lamb Charles Porter 

Communion 

Assistants 2 

Melanie Palmer 

Bill Puryear 

Elizabeth Menke 

Tiffany Menke 

Elizabeth Menke 

Tiffany Menke 

Mary Hackerman 

Lenora Ohlenbush 

Asst Minister Don Hodde Bob Medlen Don Hodde Elizabeth Menke 

Ushers 4 Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Charles Ford 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Troy Becker 

Greeters 2  Outreach Board   Outreach Board   Outreach Board   Outreach Board  

Visitor Center  Outreach Board   Outreach Board   Outreach Board   Outreach Board  

Altar Guild 2 Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Ida Medlen 

Joann Meyer 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Sherrill Brekke 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to 

trade with someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of 

the change by Wednesday afternoon, 

info@faithchurchfamily.org or 713-664-3048. 



October Calendar Events 
 

1 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) 
 

2 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM Women’s Connection / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

5:30 PM Outreach Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 6:00 PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (207) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) /  

7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

3 Wednesday –  12:00 PM Youth/Family Board Meeting / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (101) /  6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 

7:00 PM Parish Ed Board Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) / 8:00 PM AA (300)   
 

4 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) /  

6:30 PM Single and Parenting (204) / 6:45 PM Executive Board Meeting (101) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA 
 

5 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

6 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

7 Sunday –  7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 8:00 AM Blood Drive (300) / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship /  

12:15 PM Congregational Meal / 2:30 PM Handbells (202) / 3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM  Confirmation (FH)  
 

8 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
  

9 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 

 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 

8:00 PM AA (300)   
  

10 Wednesday – / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

11 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 6:30 PM Single and Parenting (204) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) /  
 

12 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

13 Saturday – 8:30 AM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) /  

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  
 

14 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM Heritage Worship /2:30 PM Handbells (202) / 

3:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 4:30 PM Confirmation (FH) 
 

15 Monday – All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401,) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

16 Tuesday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  

6:00 PM Day School/Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

17 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) 
 

18 Thursday – 8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) /  6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 6:30 PM Single & Parenting (204) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

19 Friday – 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

20 Saturday – 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) /3:00 PM AA (300)   
 

21 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 9:00 AM Thrivent Financial @ Faith (FH) / 10:15 AM Learning Groups /  

11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 3:30 PM Handbells (202) / 4:30 Confirmation (FH, 202, 204) 
 

22 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401)  
 

23 Tuesday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 

 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

24 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (108) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  
 

25 Thursday –  8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:00 AM Mountain Mover Assembly / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:30 PM Financial Peace University (202) / 

 6:30 PM Single & Parenting (204) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300) /  
 

26 Friday – 6:30 PM Pre - Halloween Bash / 8:00 PM AA (300)     
 

27 Saturday – 8:00 AM Synod Leadership Gathering / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 302, 306, 307, 308) / 

10:00 AM Cornerstone Sibling Group (400) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 6:30 PM Cornerstone Annual Fundraising Dinner (FC Gym)   
 

28 Sunday – 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM The Gathering Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups/ 11:15 AM Heritage Worship / 2:30 PM Youth Choir (208) / 

 3:30 PM Handbells (202) / 4:30 Confirmation (FH 202,204) 
 

29 Monday – 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 
 

30 Tuesday  –8:30 AM Mother’s Day Out / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 

 6:00 PM Cornerstone Meeting (401) / 7:00 PM ISA (302) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 
 

31 Wednesday – 9:00 AM LWR Quilters / 3:00 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  



 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

www.faithbellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Kerry Nelson  Pastor 

Arthur Murphy  Pastoral Intern 

Jennifer Finley  Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

Stacy DeClouette  Operations Manager 

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Vanessa Cruzan  Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas   Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

Rev. Jeff Kjellberg  KAIROS Associate for Stewardship 

 

Dr. Bob Breckbill, Pastoral Counselor for Samaritan Center Counseling 281-480-7554 

Mountain Mover 
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4600 Bellaire Blvd. 

Bellaire, TX 77401 
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