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Faith House celebrated 28 years of ministry with a party on September 20. 

Faith House provides hospitality and low-cost housing in a safe 

environment to help ease the financial burden of patients who visit 

Houston’s medical center for extended medical care. 
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The October Men of Faith 

breakfast will be held at 8:00 

AM on Saturday, October 4, 

at Palace Lanes in Bellaire.  

We’ll eat, do our Faith5 study, 

and, for those willing to look 

foolish, we’ll roll bowling balls 

into the gutter. 

 

Why? 

 

Because Christianity is a team 

sport.  Life is too complicated 

to try and do it alone.  Men 

need men for 

encouragement, comradery, 

and accountability.  We aren’t 

showing up for bowling, 

we’re showing up for each 

other. 

 

One of the best reasons for 

bringing men together is a 

haunting question that I once 

heard and haven’t forgotten:  

“If your life was falling apart 

at 3:00 AM, who would you 

call?”   

 

Far too many men have 

acquaintances rather than 

friendships.  Far too few of us 

have 3:00 AM friends in our 

lives. 

 

Where else, besides church, 

are we to develop friendships 

like that?   

 

Men matter.  So this month, 

we bowl! 

 

 

 

 

 

“They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd 

were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, 

was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 

Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” 

 

Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more 

loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, 

“Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 

calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said 

to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, 

let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he 

regained his sight and followed him on the way. “  Mark 10:46-52 

 

We’ve all heard this story.  But have we ever REALLY heard this story? 

 

It is a story of a blind man who asks Jesus to restore his sight.  Jesus does it.  That is the 

part of the story that we all remember well. 

 

What we probably have never noticed is that this chapter begins with Jesus condemning 

divorce.  It moves then to Jesus lifting up children in the presence of adults who are too 

busy for children and then scandalously informing adults that they must have the trust 

of little children to find a place in the kingdom. 

 

Then we get the story of the rich young ruler who wants to do the right thing but is 

unwilling to let go of the death grip that he has on his treasure (which is the real source 

of his identity, security, and hope). 

 

Then it moves on to Jesus predicting his death—the ends to which he is willing to go for 

the sake of all of us.  But his disciples don’t understand him.  Or if they do, all they seem 

to care about is getting positions of honor at the closing banquet. 

 

ONLY THEN does the story move on to the blind man who seeks his sight.  I put all of 

that together and I am left with a question:  What are we blind to? 

 

Do we still live in the blindness of thinking that marriage is about me and my wants and 

my needs rather than seeing marriage from God’s point of view?  Do we really put 

children first or do we treat them as possessions or inconveniences?  In what do we 

place our own childlike trust and what do we view with suspicion?  Are our finances 

blinding us to what truly matters in life?  Do we see our Christianity as a ticket to the 

front row or as a calling to service for the sake of the world? 

 

What blinds us?  Where do we need our eyesight healed? 

 

How would you answer Jesus’ question, “What would you like me to do for you?” 

 

More and more, I believe salvation IS healing.  I pray that God might restore our sight, 

that we might see our lives and the world around us with fresh insight into God’s 

presence in our every moment, that we might see what matters, and that we might 

adjust our lives accordingly.  That’s the kind of healing that I want and need. 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Read Romans 8:31-37  – “What then shall we say to these 

things?  If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

  

In times of calamity and catastrophe, people often wonder if God is 

for them. On Reformation Day (Oct. 31), we remember that 

Luther’s searching of scripture told him this question had already 

been answered. In the Garden of Eden, as he promised a Savior to 

his sinning children, God showed he was for us. Centuries of 

ongoing faithfulness to a faithless people showed he was dedicated 

to saving us. Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem; his years of ministry; his 

suffering, death, and third-day victory over death and grave ought 

to leave no doubt that God is for us.   

 

 

 

 

The ultimate question is “Are we for God?” 

  

 Through much of Luther’s life, both tradition and 

the church told him he was a heretic and was 

speaking for Satan and not the Savior. In our time, 

the forces of darkness have grown bolder, telling 

us there is no heaven or hell, no sin or Savior. In 

every generation, the faithful Christian’s reply 

must be the same: “Since God is for us, it doesn’t 

make any difference who is against us.” God grant this Reformation 

truth be given to us all. 

  

Pray: Dear Lord, may my faith always be based on your grace as 

shown in Calvary’s cross and Jesus’ empty tomb.  Amen. 

Stewardship Corner - How Much? 
by Cliff Condit, Chair of Stewardship Board 

“What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty 

to me?” Psalm 116:12 

 

The widow gave a penny (Mark 12:42). The 

Pharisees gave a tenth (Matthew 23:23).  

Zacchaeus gave half (Luke 19:8). The rich man 

was asked to give all (Mark 10:21-22). The early 

church shared everything in common. (Acts 2: 44-

45). Barnabas sold a field (Acts 4:37). Jesus’ 

disciples left their boats and nets (Mark 1:18-20). How much will 

you and I give? 

 

The simple answer that some books offer to the questions is “ten 

percent of your income.” That is the principle of “tithing” and a 

handful of biblical passages can be quoted to justify that 

expectation. In Malachi 3:8-10, the prophet upbraids the Israelites 

for “robbing God” when they fail to bring their full tithe to the 

temple. In general, Jesus seems to take tithing for granted as 

appropriate for the Jews of his day. 

 

The Apostle Paul has much to say about the basic nature of 

proportionate giving (2 Corinthians 8:3), but allows for the specific 

percentage to be decided by the individual (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 

He is careful to say that giving should be voluntary and insists that 

“if eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one 

has” (2 Corinthians 8:12). Although he never mentions tithing 

specifically, it seems clear that he would have regarded tithing as 

similar to other laws (Sabbath requirements, dietary restrictions, 

etc.) from which Christ has set people free (Galatians 3:23-26). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As each of us considers our annual response giving for the 

coming year we might consider other things that Paul has to say 

about giving to the church. 

 

Giving is both a duty, and a delight, something we ought to do 

and are pleased to do. (Romans 15:25-26) 

Giving is to be regular and systemic, according to a plan or 

pledge, i.e. Estimate of Giving Card. (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

Giving is a demonstration of God’s grace. (2 Corinthians 8:1) 

Giving involves more than financial contributions.  We must first 

commit ourselves to the Lord and to the church at large. (2 

Corinthians 8:5) 

Giving is conducted in faith that God will provide for those who 

give. (2 Corinthians 9:8-11) 

Giving brings glory to God and leads people to give thanks to 

God. (2 Corinthians 9:11-13) 

 

In addition to what Paul says, additional principles can be derived 

from other portions of Scripture. Jesus encourages anonymous 

giving, denouncing grandiose displays that call undue attention 

to the extravagance of the giver (Matthey 6:3-4). Proverbs urges 

the offering of “first fruits,” the principle of giving a portion of 

one’s goods before using anything for oneself (Proverbs 3:9). 

 

As each of us considers our annual giving for the coming year, 

scripture is one of the most powerful ways that God speaks to us. 

God’s word challenges, encourages, and causes growth. Both Old 

and New Testaments are full of stewardship material. Gods’ 

word should have a prominent place in our giving.  

 

 

 

3 Prayer Corner - If God is for Us  
by Peggy Porter 
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Blood Drive Pre-Halloween Bash 

Friday, October 24, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 

We Need You! 

 

Adults are needed to help run activities and also families to 

decorate their trunks for the Trunk or Treat. Love to bake? We 

need cakes for the cake walk! We also need lots of candy 

donations. Please contact the church office to volunteer at 

info@faithbellaire.org or sign up on the back of the Connection 

Card. 

 

This is an opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to a 

fun event on our campus. 

New Sermon Series - “The Daniel Plan” 
(based on the book “The Daniel Plan” by Rick Warren) 

 

October 5     -  Introduction to the Daniel Plan 

October 12   -  Principles for Lasting Chance 

October 19   -  Goal Setting 

October 26   -  The Group Factor - Community 

November 2 -  The God Factor - God’s Power In Your Life 

November 9 -  Becoming Who God Meant You To Be 

♦ Family Costume Contest                               

♦ Bounce Houses                                       

♦ Cake Walk                                                     

♦ Frito Pies and Chili Dogs 

♦ Face Painting  

♦ Games 
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PRE 



I attended the ELCA Chinese church leaders’ retreat from September 10 

to 13. Over 40 Chinese pastors and lay people spent three days at Christ 

Lutheran Church, Monterey Park, California, engaging in prayer, worship, 

learning, and fellowship. It was so wonderful for me to meet the Chinese 

pastors whom I have known for some years. It was also very encouraging 

to see some new faces in the Lutheran Chinese mission field.   

 

At present there are thirty two Chinese congregations/ministries in the 

ELCA. Some of the Chinese churches were planted some 40 years ago, 

some are new. As I reflect on the stories of the Chinese Lutheran community, I cannot help 

but give thanks to God and the saints for those who heard the calling, and gave their life to 

the Chinese mission of the church.  

 

The European and North American Lutheran churches sent missionaries to China in the 19
th 

and early 20
th

 century. Daniel Nelson, an Iowa farmer, heard the voice that said, “Sell your 

farm, take your family and go to China." He and his wife obeyed God’s voice, sold their 

farm and went to China in 1890.  After the Box Rebelling (1990), they came to XinYang, 

Henan Province, where they devoted 25 years to church planting, opening schools, and 

hospitals. Rev. Daniel Nelson was remembered as the first Norwegian-American missionary 

to China.  

  

After the 1949 Chinese Communist revolution, foreign missionaries and some Chinese 

church leaders were forced to leave Mainland China. Many of them chose to go to Taiwan 

or Hong Kong or South East Asian countries to continue the mission work. In time, a new 

generation of Chinese church leaders emerged in these places. As the Chinese immigrant 

population grew in the United States, Chinese Lutheran pastors also came to the U.S. to 

plant churches. Rev. Wu Jingzhou 武景周, born in China, immigrated to the U.S. from 

Taiwan, started the first Chinese Lutheran congregation—Faith Lutheran Church-- in 

Monterey Park, CA, in 1968. I met Rev. Wu at an ELCA Asian Ministry Gathering in Chicago, 

2002, the year I graduated from the seminary.  

 

When I was a student at Luther Seminary, St Paul, MN, I had Dr. Arne Sovik as my mentor, 

he was not a seminary professor. He became my mentor through the Mentorship program 

of Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis. Dr. Sovik was born into a missionary family in 

China. As an eight-year-old boy, he was in the room where Daniel Nelson preached his last 

sermon before being struck by a stray bullet during a skirmish between the troops of 

warlords in February 1926. Rev. Nelson died four weeks later. Arne came to the U.S. to 

receive his college and theological education and then went back to China as a missionary 

during World War II. In 1952, he went to Taiwan to help lead the Taiwan Lutheran Church 

for several years. He also did evangelism work with Chinese in France. When I first met him 

in 1999, he served on the Global Mission Board of Central Lutheran Church. He was also the 

editor of “Spotlight On China,” a newsletter about Christianity in China. He was a man of 

deep faith, with a heart for China all his lifetime. When I told him about my new call to 

Faith Lutheran Church and the ministry of Faith Chinese Fellowship, he expressed great 

interest. Our last email exchanges were about this ministry. This was in April 2014. Dr. Sovik 

passed away on September 16, 2014 at the age of 96. A Chinese Lutheran pastor and 

author said Dr. Sovik was probably the last China-born American Lutheran missionary.  

 

Christianity is a missionary faith. We are here because of the missionary works of many 

faithful whom we may or may not know. We are here for the sake of those who will receive 

the baton of faith and spread the seed in unknown places.  

 

To God be the glory and honor forever and ever.  

 

 

The Baton of Faith 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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Every Sunday 

at 12:30 PM. 

Lunch, Bible 

study, and 

fellowship.   
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Visit us online 

FaithBellaire.org 

Sacraments Workshop  

Parent’s Night Out in October! 
 

        October 3 -  Science Fun Night 

                                              October 17 - Glow in the Dark Night 

 

“Parent’s Night Out” = 6 - 10 PM.  

 $15 for one child. $10 for each subsequent child.  $35 family household cap. 

Snacks are provided.  RSVP is required to ensure space. Call the church office 

713-664-3048 or email PNO@FaithBellaire.org. 

Fall Family Retreat at Lutherhill 

Saturday, October 18 @ 9:00 AM 

Conference Room  
 

• Would you like your child to begin receiving Holy 

Communion?   

• Would you like a brief refresher course in how 

Lutherans understand the sacraments?   

 

This class is for you, too.  Join us and bring your child to 

this workshop. Sign up on the back of the Connection 

Card. 
 

Over the past three years, we have 

started a tradition at Faith of 

attending Family Camp at Lutherhill 

in LaGrange. Based on the feedback 

we have received, everyone who has 

attended has had a blast. This year 

Family Camp is November 14-16. We have reserved 50 spots for 

Faith Lutheran Church members and their guests. We want you to 

register early because we do expect the camp to fill up. 

 

So what is Family Camp and who should go? Family Camp is a 

weekend that is set aside for coming together with your family, 

fellow church members and others in our synod, to enjoy 

fellowship, worship, and fun in the beautiful setting of Camp 

Lutherhill in the Texas Hill Country. There are lots of age 

appropriate activities for you to enjoy (no matter what your age!) 

once you get to Lutherhill. You can enjoy arts and crafts, outdoor 

ropes courses and adventure activities, a tour of a neighboring 

farm, the beautiful hill country setting and the ever popular 

evening polar bear swim.   

 

Do you have to camp? No! Are there indoor bathroom facilities and 

showers? Yes! Are there beds for everyone? Yes! We will be 

staying in cabins with heating and air conditioning, bathrooms with 

showers, and twin beds. The cabins will mostly house 2 families, 

and requests to share a cabin can be made. We will be fed good 

food in the dining hall and will enjoy s'mores every night.   

 

So come join the fun! You can register online through the Lutherhill 

website, or you can sign up at the table in the Common Grounds 

Coffee area. Remember – we are all a part of God’s family, so we 

can all attend Family Camp. Young or old, single or partnered, with 

or without kids. Everyone is welcome! Come experience all that 

Lutherhill has to offer!   
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News from the Day School  
by Kendolyn Pope, Day School Director 

Have you seen our new playground?!  We are so excited that the first phase of the work is done.  The children have had a few weeks to 

get used to the turf, and they seem to love it!  The first thing we noticed is that the children spend more time running, jumping, climbing 

and creating their own games.  When we had the sand, they had an opportunity to have a much less active playground experience-lots of 

sitting under the playground equipment and digging in the sand.  Since we know that young children need many opportunities to develop 

their gross motor skills, we are excited about this change. 

 

The next phase of the work is to install the 

shade. Large poles have to be installed and 

require a week to set. Then, the shade will be 

placed over our large playground structure.  

We’re thrilled that this moment is finally 

here. A parent came to me during my first 

weeks here and told me she disliked the 

sand. It has taken a few years, but we’re 

moving forward based on this parent’s initial 

suggestion, and we are very proud! 

 

Beyond the excitement of the new turf, we 

have had a very calm first month of the 

school year. Everyone seemed very excited to 

start the new school year and came to school 

with just a few tears. We’re all settled now!  

With the new school year come new 

opportunities to support the Day School 

through our fundraising and in-kind donations. First up, we have our Los Tios Fiesta Night Fundraiser on Tuesday, October 7. This is where 

our supporters come to Los Tios between 4 PM and 10 PM and eat in or dine out with our Day School flyer. 20% of all receipts associated 

with our Fiesta Night Fundraiser will be returned to us. It’s a great time to enjoy a meal, and for the kids, to see their teachers and other 

families outside of the school day.  Pick up a flyer in the church office or check your bulletin. Share the flyers with friends and family.   

 

There’s one other way that you can support the Day School. We cut, draw, and glue here every day, and we go through A LOT of paper. If 

you or your company have any scrap paper that you can donate, we'd appreciate it. Even if it's outdated logo paper, letterhead, or paper 

that has faded or has designs, we would love to have it. Or you can pick up a pack or two of any type of paper (textured paper, colored 

paper, newsprint, drawing paper, watercolor paper, cardstock, scrapbook paper, etc.) on your next trip to the store and drop it off for 

us.  We'll definitely put it to good use!  

The Faith House Birthday Party raised $8,261! 



In his first letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul reminds each of us that the human body is 

a “temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God.” (1 Corinthians 6: 

19). Our bodies are gifts from God. And just as we are called to be good stewards of 

our time, our talents, and our resources, we are called to glorify God in our bodies. (1 

Corinthians 6:20). St. Paul calls us to live in the understanding that God wants each of 

us to live a healthy, wholesome, lifestyle: one that equips us to use the bodies we have 

been given to love and serve God and our neighbors.   

There are many reasons for concern about whether we are being good stewards of the 

bodies God has given us as a gift. The health statistics are staggering. According to the 

Centers for Disease Control, more than one-third of Americans—76.8 million people--

are obese. In Texas, more than 30% of people are obese.  In human terms, the health 

costs of this extra weight are staggering. In terms of our ability to do the work God has 

called us to do, diabetes, heart disease, premature death, and the simple inability to 

enjoy the life God has given us to live are all consequences of the extra weight we carry 

on our bodies.   

It wasn’t always like this. Twenty years ago, the rate of obesity in Texas was about half 

what it is today.  And though it took a long time for us to reach the weight and obesity 

rates we have now, we can find our way back to the healthier and more active people 

we used to be. In October and November, we will be studying together The Daniel 

Plan:  40 Days to a Healthier Life. The Daniel Plan is a proven method that will lead to 

sustainable, long term wellness for all of us. Using the essential elements of Faith, 

Food, Fitness, Focus and Friends, and relying on small groups to encourage one 

another and hold each other accountable, we will all help each other transform our 

bodies and our health into the living temples of the Holy Spirit that God intends them 

to be.   

The Daniel Plan is a great way to take the first, small steps toward seeing your wellness 

as a form of worship of God.  Small group studies are happening all over Houston from 

October 5 to November 9. You can choose a time and date that works for you. This is a 

great opportunity to meet new people and form lasting bonds that will help sustain 

your health for a lifetime. Invite your friends to join a small group with you; it’s a great 

way for them to see how Faith is committed to “Be a Blessing” to the entire 

community.   

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? (1 Corinthians 6:12-

14). Come learn why as we study The Daniel Plan together.  All you need to do is sign 

up for a group in the Fellowship Hall or by sending an email to 

danielplan@faithbellaire.org. The study begins on October 5. We will have an all-

church healthy lunch, with guest speaker Samir Becic. Samir is a fitness expert who will 

show all of us how taking small steps toward wellness can yield big improvements in 

your health and sense of well-being. Our pastors will also be preaching, each week, on 

key themes from the Daniel Plan. We will study, together, the ways in which our faith 

assures us that with God, and with our friends, we can help one another stay focused 

on eating the right foods and exercising to improve our fitness. 

Sign up today!  Begin your journey to wellness, together. 

Rebecca Ruth Circle will 

meet Thursday, October 2 

at 10:00 AM in the 

Conference Room.  

 

We would love for you to 

join us for Bible study.  

Come hungry! Bring your 

sack lunch; desserts and 

drinks are provided. 

Socializing with the group 

is so joyful.  All are 

welcome!!   

 

For questions, call Patti 

Hickerson @ 713-668-

3628. 

Women’s Ministry 

Women's Connection will  

meet at 9:30 AM, October 

14, in Faith Center. 

 

For more information about 

the Women’s Connection, 

please contact Brenda 

Cauthen at 

bcauthen1@gmail.com or 

281-630-8088. 

8 
Fall Stewardship Campaign for Faith, our 

Families, and our Friends. 
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Mental Health Awareness 
 

People living with mental illness are our neighbors. They are members of our congregations, members of our families; they are everywhere in 

this country. If we ignore their cries for help, we will be continuing to participate in the anguish from which those cries of help come. A 

problem of this magnitude will not go away. Because it will not go away and because of our spiritual commitments, we are compelled to take 

action.”  − Rosalynn Carter  

 

Astoundingly, one in four individuals in the United States today will experience a mental 

health disorder at some point in their lives. Many people who suffer with mental health issues 

will first turn to their faith leaders for support and assistance. Faith communities include 

members living with mental illness and their loved ones, often struggling silently. 

 

Mental illnesses are no-fault, biologically based brain disorders which cause disturbances in 

thinking, feeling, and/or relating. Persons living with these disorders deserve the dignity of 

medical treatment and a wide range of supportive services from mental health care providers 

and caring congregations. 

 

Though the majority of individuals living with mental illness can successfully be treated, stigma and misinformation continue to be 

significant barriers to treatment: 

 

• One-third of homeless people in the U.S. experience mental illness. 

• Ninety percent of persons who die by suicide have had a diagnosable serious mental illness. 

• *There are more people with serious mental illnesses in jails and prisons than in state mental institutions. 

 

Faith communities can help reduce misinformation, indifference, and ridicule of people living with mental illness by educating both youth 

and adults in their congregations. Families affected by mental illness often wonder, “Why is this happening to us?,” which may lead them to 

question their faith. Educated faith communities can offer emotional, relational, and spiritual counseling to persons touched by mental 

illness, as well as to ensure a place of compassion. 

 

Education and awareness are valuable keys to shattering the silence that surrounds mental illness and the barriers to its treatment. By 

dispelling myths, ignorance, and fear, congregations encourage persons touched by mental illness to share their struggles, to regain hope, to 

seek treatment, and to benefit from the strength of support. 

 

Recovery is possible. Faith communities play a significant role in the healing process by providing a caring community with spiritual 

connections. Learn all you can; do all you can. 

 

*National Institute of Mental Health. (2009). Suicide in the U.S.: Statistics and Prevention. July 14, 2009. https://www.icstucson.org/

services/mental-illness-main/mental-illness-resource-kit 

Over 100 people attended Outdoor Movie Night on September 26.  

 



You may have noticed a wonderful addition to our sanctuary 

recently. We have some great new boxes in every pew rack. The 

pew racks hold the Bibles, hymnals, and Spark Bibles on every pew. 

The boxes in each pew rack hold the pencils, Connection Cards, and 

offering envelopes.  

 

Why did we need new pew rack boxes? The simple answer is that 

the previous boxes were not functional. The slot for cards and envelopes was not wide 

enough to hold our materials. Therefore the cards and envelopes were just placed in 

front of the Bibles and would constantly get crumpled, knocked to the floor, and looked 

messy. Also the pencils would get stuck down in the slot for the cards. Every Sunday the 

pews required considerable attention to be straightened and made to look neat again. 

 

The project began when the Board of 

Worship raised the need for new, 

functional pew rack boxes. It was then 

suggested that perhaps Jim Hall could 

help steer the project. Jim is known for his 

considerable talent and skill at 

woodworking. Jim began by assessing the 

needs and building several prototypes 

(pictured left). After input from the Board 

of Worship we settled on the design for 

the new box, as well as what type of 

materials would be used to construct 

them.  

 

The entire project culminated on September 6 when around 20 people volunteered on a 

Saturday morning to install the new boxes. Both the Board of Worship and the Men of 

Faith group put their time and muscles into removing the old boxes and putting the new 

ones in. Jim developed an ingenious “jig” to precisely control where the boxes were to 

be installed within the rack. New carpet padding was also added beneath all the books. 

Jim and his wife, Susan Ashley, offered a considerable amount of their time and talents 

to make this project a success. They invested 74 hours of time to design the boxes, 

construct and stain them, and finish the project. In total, 70 pew rack boxes were 

created. 

 

One day, someone may wonder who made those 

pew rack boxes! Maybe someone will remember, 

maybe not. But that’s not important, just that they 

serve their intended function. Through this project, 

Jim is carrying on a family legacy in that his dad (who 

taught him woodworking) built more than one 

church he served in as pastor and more than one 

parsonage that the family lived in. Jim tells that when 

he was growing up his dad did not receive a salary for 

pastoring a congregation. Instead he received a 

percentage of each Sunday’s offering. If the offering 

was small, so was his income. He supplemented that 

income through many types of work. Two of those 

“other jobs” were building houses and automobile 

repair.  

 

Thank you Jim and Susan for this beautiful gift. 

New Pew Rack Boxes 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Every Sunday  

at 6:10 PM.  

A service of  

healing and 

recovery.   
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Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan  Associate Pastor 

Stacy Williams  Director of  Operations  

Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 

Mary Alaniz   Communication Coordinator  

Yu Cao    Office Coordinator 

Alan Balius  Organist/Choir Director 

Alicia Obando  Building Manager 

Ana Rivas  Custodian 

Kendolyn Pope  Day School Director 

Meric Pinkerton  Mother’s Day Out Director 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Office: 713-664-3048 Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

FaithBellaire.org (website) 

info@faithbellaire.org (email) 

Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—October 2014  

9:00 AM 

 

October 5  October 12 October 19 

 

October 26 

Acolytes  Nicolas Groenewold 

Ella DeKunder 

JD Jones 

Sabrina Schlather 

Matt Schawe 

Joshua Boihem 

Lisa Rollinson 

Annika Becker 

Communion 

Assistants  

Kelley Keller Michael and Dave 

Farner 

Jon and Nancy Holmes Daniel and Wendy  

Farner 

Asst Minister  Holly Hruska-Spratlin Wendy Farner Wendy Farner Eric Lerch 

Ushers  Jon and Nancy Holmes Mary Jane McBride  

Susan Tallman 

Parkan Family Cory and LaRae Nelson 

Common Grounds Worship Worship Worship Worship 

Altar Guild  Barbara McDowell 

Joann Welton 

Susan Layton 

Diana Rettig 

Susan Layton 

Diana Rettig 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Diana Freeman 

11:15 AM October 5 October 12 October 19 October 26 

Acolyte Annika Becker Nicholas Groenewold JD Jones Matt Schawe 

Crucifer Lillian Williams Annika Becker Ella DeKunder Helen Schawe 

Lector Lucille Galassini Peggy Porter Del Thompson Troy Becker 

Communion 

Assistants  

Doug Elsen 

Scott Ramsey 

Charles and Peggy Porter Charles and Peggy Porter Sharon and Mel Richter 

Asst Minister Joann Welton Karen Elsen Karen Elsen Myra Condit 

Ushers  Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Jeff Addicks 

Earl Thompson 

Altar Guild  Barbara McDowell 

Joann Welton 

Susan Layton 

Diana Rettig 

Susan Layton 

Diana Rettig 

Suzanne Fisbeck 

Diana Freeman 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please arrange to trade with 

 someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  

Wednesday afternoon, email Mary at malaniz@faithbellaire.org or 713-664-3048. 

 



October Calendar Events 

 

1 Wednesday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Parish Education Board Meeting (201) / 7:00 PM 

Pastor’s Bible Study (201) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

2 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL class (201) / 10:00 AM Rebecca Ruth Circle (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) / 

7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

3 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

4 Saturday — 8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (off-site) /  8:00 AM Pro9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

5 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship  / 12:30 PM Celebration Sunday Meal (FC) / 1:00 

PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:00 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth Room) /  7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

6 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 6:00 PM SW Radio Control (FC Gym) / 7:00 PM ESL 

Class (309) 

 

7 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 

PM Social Ministry Board Meeting (101) / 6:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting (108) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Daniel Plan Meeting (library) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 

Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

8 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (200, 201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible 

Study (207) / 7:00 PM Daniel Plan Meeting (Library) / 8:00 PM AA (300) )  

 

9 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 5:30 PM Daniel Plan Meeting (library) / 6:45 PM Executive Board 

Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM ESL class (309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

10 Friday — 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

11 Saturday — 7:00 AM Synod Leadership Gathering (main bldg) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating 

Program (204) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

12 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 8:00 AM Blood Drive (300) / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith 

Chinese Fellowship (picnic) / 1:00 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:00 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night (FC Youth 

Room) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

13 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400,401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) 

 

14 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM Women’s Connection (101) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM 

Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Day School Staff Meeting (FH) / 6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM Church Council Meeting (101) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health 

(306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

15 Wednesday — All Day Mountain Mover Articles Due / 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL Classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401 & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting 

Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (207) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

16 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:00 PM ESL class (309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM 

AA (300)  

 

17 Friday — 6:00 PM Parent’s Night Out (FC Gym, 401) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

18 Saturday — 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 309) / 3:00 PM AA (300) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Parent/Teen Talent Show (FC Gym)  

 

19 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) / 1:00 

PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:00 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) /  6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) /  7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

20 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM ESL Class (309) 

 

21 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 

PM Day School / Mother’s Day Out Board Meeting (101) / 6:45 PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

22 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible 

Study (207) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

23 Thursday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 7:00 PM ESL class (309) / 7:30 PM Faith Choir (208) / 8:00 PM 

AA (300)  

 

24 Friday — 6:00 PM Pre-Halloween Bash (FC, FH) / 8:00 PM AA (300)  

 

25 Saturday — 8:30 AM Faith House Board Meeting (101) / 8:45 AM Food Pantry (St. Lukes UMC) / 9:00 AM Grey Sheet Eating Program (204) / 9:00 AM Cornerstone (300, 306, 307, 308 & 

309) / 3:00 PM AA (300)  

 

26 Sunday — 7:30 AM Faith Alive Rehearsal / 9:00 AM “The Gathering” Worship / 10:15 AM Learning Groups / 11:15 AM “Heritage” Worship / 12:15 PM Board of Worship Meeting (201) / 

12:30 PM Faith Chinese Fellowship (FC) /  1:00 PM Hand Bell Choir (200) / 2:00 PM Sunday Sing (208) / 4:00 PM Confirmation (FH) / 6:10 PM “6TEN” Worship (FC Gym) / 7:15 PM HS Night 

(FC Youth RM) / 7:30 PM Al-Anon (300) 

 

27 Monday — 9:30 AM ESL classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Cornerstone Climbers (401) / 7:00 PM v8 Early Ford (300) 

 

28 Tuesday — 9:00 AM Mother’s Day Out (FC) / 9:15 AM Children’s Chapel / 9:30 AM ESL Class (201) / 11:30 AM Staff Meeting (101) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:45 

PM Narcotics Anonymous (300) / 7:00 PM First Place 4 Health (306) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

29 Wednesday — 9:00 AM LWR Quilters (101) / 9:30 AM ESL classes (200,201) / 2:30 PM Cornerstone Satellite (400, 401, & 309) / 6:00 PM Painting Group (306) / 7:00 PM Pastor’s Bible 

Study (207) / 8:00 PM AA (300) 

 

12 


